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Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. [Burdwan Division South 
(Muhammadan).] 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Eighth Session.) 

VOLUME VIII. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under ine 
paovisions of the Government of India Act. 

The CoiiiK’il im*l in roiiiicil fhamber in iho Town Hull, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the dr<^Jvily, 1922, at d f.m. 


• Present: 

Hie Deputy-Presideni , in tin* Cliair, the Hon’hle the four Members 
oi the Executive Council, the Hon’hle the three Ministers, and 102 
nominated and elected ineinluns. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

• 

. The DEPUTY-pIresIDENT (Babu Burendra Nath Ray): 

(ientl(‘im*ii, in accoi'dance with the provisions of rule d of the 
Peno-al ]i(*«^r]slative Coingil, Ift20, the following mein hers are nomi- 
nated to form a panel of four Chairmen, rtz.. Sir Asiitosh ('haudhuri, 
Mr. Lan^^ford .lames, ICii Katlha Charan Pal Ihxhadur and Maulvi 
A. K, Pazl-iil Ilan. Unless otherwise arran>i:ed, the senior member 
amon^ thwn present in the above order will jireside over the delibera- 
tions of this (Council (hiring my alisence. 

Letters from Mr. E. 8. Montagu and Mrs. Robinson. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: (jentlemen, the Secretary to the 

Council has received the followinpr letter from Mr. Montagu : 

“Sir, — I l)eg to acknowledge receipt of your fetter of the 27th 
April and would he glad if you would convey to the Bengal iTegislative 
Council my heart-felt appreciation of the resolution which you for- 
ward to me and my best wishes for the future. ^ 

Yours truly, 

S, MmwAQij/’ 
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I would also like to read the following extract from a letter received 
by the Secretary from Mrs. Robinson : — 

“This tribute to my dear husband touched me deeply and if it would 
be in order I wmild like to thank the members for their kind message 
of sympathy to us in our terrible sorrow.” 

At this stage the Registrar to the Council announced to the 
Deputy-President that His Excellency the Governor was without. 

The Deputy-President then left his seat on the dais and met His 
Excellency at the door of the Chamber. His Excellency then entered 
the Chamber with the Deputy-President and, at the request of the 
Deputy-President, took his seat on the Presidential Chair, the 
Deputy-President being seated on His Excellency’s right. 

f 

His Exoellenoy the Governor’s address. 

HIS EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR of BENGAL (the Earl of 
Lytton) : DKiMrrY-PRKsiDKN'j’ AM) Gknti.emen, — I have not been 
long enough in the country, nor have I yet the exj)erience to justify me 
in making to yon anything in the nature of a general survey of the 
economic or iK)litica] conditions of the country. Nor have I come here 
to-day to make to you a general review of the work of the session which 
now awaits you, But there are three sjiecific problems to which since 
I assumed office T have given rny i>(‘rsonal attention aiil in conm»ction 
with which cei’lain ])rovisional decisions ha'^e already been taken. It 
is my wish to take this V)]>])ort unity of acciuainting you with those 
decisions, but, gentlemen, before I come to these matters I wish to sa^v 
how extremely sorry T am that the long illness of your late President, 
to which 1 refeired when I last addressed yo^, should have compelled 
him to tender his n'signation. In the circumstances 1 had no option but 
to accept it, though I did so with the greatest possible reluctance. I 
desire now to express my sym]>athy with the Ilon’ble Nawab Sir Syed 
Shams-ul-Huda in having to retire through illness ahd with this Council 
in losing a Presidcmt whom they so greatly respected and w^ho, I under- 
stand, was po])ular with all sections of this Council. A resolution is 
to be moved at the beginning of your business which will enable tlfy 
Council in its corjK)rate caj)acity to express its appreciation of the * 
late President’s services and its regret at being obliged to lose him. 

I have said these few words to sho^v that I desire also to be associated 
with the objei’t of that resolution. 

The first of the three subjects, gentlemen, to which I am going to 
refer is the use which I have made of the responsibility imposed upon 
me by sect^m 721) of the Government of India Act in respect of 
certain demands for grants which were rejected by the Council last 
session. In the sfK'ei'h which T made when proroguing the Council at 
the end i#4^rch I explained that I •felt bound to exercise my powers 
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under that section to restore certain small sums because I found that 
part of the expenditure (overed by the rejected demand had already 
been incurred by Government who were, therefore, obliged to fulfil the 
obligations which they had contracted, for instance, clerks had been 
engaged and their salaries had to be jmid. Umler any system this 
would have been necessary. Suj)})osing that no j)ower of restoration 
of the grant existed and that instead this Govern ment had resigned, it 
would have been the first dut\ of an\ Government wliich succeeded 
them to obtain the necessary authority to defray the liabilities which 
had been incurred in all g(M)d faith by th(*ir juedecessors. Since I last 
addressed you I have made limited use of tliis ])(>wer t)f restoration in 
two cases and I desire to ex})lain what I have done in order that you 
may understand how I regard mv responsibility in tliis matter. 

% 

The first case is that of the j>i()i>()sals for strengthening the Calcutta 
Mounted Police which weie rejected by the Council by a majority of 
one — the narrowest possible majority— and in circumstances which I 
am told were not fully understood. 1'heie ap]>eared to me, therefore, 
to be a considerable element of doubt as to whether that vote really 
represented the considcKul vTew of this (Vmncil. 1 might in the 
circumstances have decided the ijuestion myself and r(‘stonMl tlie 
grant. I did not do so. 1 preferred that this Council should have an 
op}K)rtuiiit\ of reconsideiing the matt(*r themselves and 1 only desired 
to preft^rve an ogiiortunity foi asceitaining what were the real wishes 
of the (’ouncil in the mattei^ 1 therefore c(*rtified such a sum only as 
was neces.sarv to maintain tlu* additional forci^ in i‘xistenc(» uj) to the 
end of July, that is, until aftei the reas.semlding of the Council. The 
demand for the further exjienses lecjuired for tlie remainder of the 
year will be submitted to you. I hope that when you hear the argu- 
ments tliat will be adduceTl, you will accept the jiroiiosals and vote the 
amount re(iuired, hut 1 wish to make it (juite clear that 1 do not 
intend again to exercise m> jiower of n'storation with legard* to this 
item and I ^shall abide by the decision of the Coum il whatever it may 
be. 

The other ca.se was one iu which T was not entirely my own master, 
ij^nely, the vote for the paper book department of the Calcutta .High 
"Ikiurt. The High (kuirt, gentlemen, as you know, is administered by 
the Government of India, whilst the Government of Bengal have to 
provide funds for its expense.s — an anomalous jMisition on which I will 
not comment on this occ asion beyond {Kiinting out tRat so long as that 
position remain.s, the Gov(*rnment of India are able to give me instruc- 
tions regarding the provision of funds for the High Court and they did 
in fact instruct me to restoie the vote which was rejected Ijjst session. • 
Here again, however, I preferred to give the Council an ojiportunity 
of* reconsidering their previous decision, and I have therefore only 
certified as yet the amount reejuirW to maintain the De|>aitedht in 
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existence until the present time. I very much hope that you will 
agree, when the case is resubmitted to you, to provide the funds required 
for its con tin nance until the end of the year. 

Having made this personal explanation of a matter which is entirely 
within my own discretion, I turn now to two other subjects which aie 
the concern of ray Government as a whole. 

In one of the addresses that was presented to me on my arrival in 
Calcutta, reference was made to the increase in the cost of the admin- 
istration resulting from the introduction of the reforms and anxiety 
was expressed lest the political changes which were introduced by the 
Act of 1919 might liecome unpopular if they weie associated hi the 
minds of the people with increased taxation. I assured the deputation 
in my reply that J shared tlieir anxiety and that I would devote my 
attention specially to this all-imjKirtant question of finance. It was 
a problem, gentlemen, with which I was only too familiar bec^iuse 
it was one which had been causing great anxiety and great perplexity 
to the Government of which T was a member ^it home. Indeed, I 
doubt if there is a Government in the world at the present moment 
which is not perplexed by the same problem. Remembering, however, 
that the British Government had derived very real and valuabh* help 
from the Retnuiclimmit t'ommittee which they had appoint chI and 
knowing tlint the tax-pay(»rs of Great Britain had good cause to be 
grateful for the lalKiurs of Sir Eric Geddes and his colleagues, I 
suggested to my (‘olhmgues in this Government that similar advantages 
might possibly result from the ap])ointment of a similar committee 
here. This, let me say, was long before I liad h(‘ard of the appoint- 
ment by the Government of India of the Retrenchment Committee 
over which Loi‘d Inchca|x‘ is to pi'eside. I point(‘d out to my colleagues 
that- in the last session tliis Council had acce])ted the taxation whicli 
they had proposed and in this wav rendenal them very valuable assis- 
tance in meeting the financial difficulties in which thev found them- 
selves last winter, and 1 suggested that having got^ through those imme- 
diate difficulties it would be a right and proper thing for them to admit 
a full and searching imiuiry into the exjHmditure of their administra- 
tion by an impartial and ex]>ert committee with a view to saving mon-'v, 
if |K)ssible, which might either he devoted to the pressing need of 
administrative reforms or would at any rate obviate the necessity of 
still further taxation in the immediate future. I am glad to say that 
I found that my o.illeagues were fully ready to adopt the suggestion I 
made to them and the committee which will he presided over by 
Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharii was the result. We are very greatly indeb- 
^ t^d to Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji for undertaking the chairmanship of 
this commWtee. The invitation to him to serve on Tiord Inchcape’s Com- 
mittee came subsequently and although lie felt it his duty to accept that 
invitaviq^^he very kindlv, and with^reat public spirit, agreed to abide 
by his promise to me and to shoulder this double burden. 
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I sincerely hope that though the field for retrenchment in this prt>- 
vinc© may not be large, some really useful economies will be effected 
as the result of their labours. I ought, however, to put in- one word of 
caution. It is a popular delusion in all couutiries that Governments 
love spending money and that the people love saving it. The fact is 
that economy, though generally very loudly advocated in theon-, is 
unpopular in practice, whether in domestic or public affairs. Economy 
means doing without things and that is something wliich none of us 
like. The very jx^ople who criticise Government for sl>ending money in 
one direction generally clamour that it should sjH^'nd even more money 
in another direction and so every one wants at the same tim(‘ two 
irreconcilable objects, namely, reduction of taxation and the exjH'U- 
diture of public ^money in the direction of his own (hoice. Our 
Retrenchment Committee is not going to make that any more possible 
in the future than it has been in the past. All that Sir Ra.jendra Nath 
Mukharji and his colleagues can do is to tell Government, the Mtunhers 
of this Council, and the general public, tliat c(*rtajn st'lfcuces at the 
present time involve exjKmditure of such a sum and that the abolition of 
certain posts, the altemtiou of certain methods of administration would 
result in the saving of such another sum. All that they can do in this 
res]><‘(‘t — I think it is the only thing that they can do which is not o]><mi 
to file jniblic — they can question and cro.ss-ex amine membeis of tlu' 
Goveritment) as t^) the necessity for every ]>ost, as to the justification 
for every method of ad in in if#t rat ion, as to what in tlieir opinion will be 
the result of changes whicli they may suggest in their riqjort. When 
tl^y have don<‘ that, it Vill Ik* for the Government, in consultation with 
this Council, to decide vhat th(*y think we can agri'c to do without 
and wliat they think we can afford to keep. Now 1 have merely said 
thes< few words of caution because it is generally sujiposed that a 
Retrenchment (^omniitt(*e is some patent device for i educing ex|K*nditur(* 
and I thought it well to rnaki* it clear that all that such a committee 
can do and,d<)(‘s do 1ft’ its investigation, its comm<*nts and its advice is 
to po])ularise the information on which the Executive with the help of 
the Legislature have to decide what the expenditure of the country 
oj^ht to be. 

Gentlemen, this question of finance may fairly be described as the 
test of the health of a State, and I turn now to another subject which 
might be described, in this province at any rate, i^s an index of the 
health, or perhaps 1 ought to sav the ill-health, o^ the jynjmlation — 1 
mean the scourge of malaria. The statistics legarding the ravages of 
this disease and its effect uj>on the siu ial, industrial and economic life ^ 
of the people are indeed startling and appalling wlien the^^ are first 
revealed. This teixible evil was referred to in many of the addresses 
which were presented to me on arrival and the problem of how to 
grapple with it has occupied my attention continuously^TIf the last 



6 


HLS EXCELLENCY^S ADDRESS. 


[3rd July 


three months. I have had longi and frequent discussions with my Hon^ble 
colleague who is responsible for the administration of the Department of 
Local Self-Government and Ilealth and also with Dr. Bentley, the 
Dire(‘tor of Public Health. They have informed me of the anti- 
malaria] oiwrations already in progress and of others which are in 
con tern j)Iation. I gathered in my first interview with Dr. Bentley 
that in his opinion the efforts of Government in their anti-malarial 
jK)licy in the i)ast had been too exclusively directed to draining areas 
where water was stagnant and too little to restoring the flow where it had 
been interniptefl and thus, as hapj^ens annually in Eastern Bengal, pro- 
viding an effective flushing out of the districts where the mosquito breeds. 
By an alteration in jK)li(^y — by what he regarded as a more enlightened 
policy, he hoped to accomplish three things — to servp at the same time 
the needs of the pojnilation f(W drinking water, of agriculture for 
irrigation and of the public health by w'ashing out the malaria-carrying 
mosquito. Gentlemen, I do not pro]) 08 e to discuss these theories on 
this occasi#!. I only refer to them t(f indicate how helpless the 
Government is in such a matter unless wdien it comes to this Council and 
asks for funds for remedial measures it can be assured that such measures 
are going to be beneficial, for without siK'h assurance money may be 
wasted and harm even may be done. Unfortunately in dealing with this 
disease of malaria, there is no known sovereign remedy. We are still in 
the stage of si)eculation, of re.search and of experimt;‘nt and if,w’e had 
(U’ores of rupees at our dispo.sal we should not yet be certain what will lie 
the best way of s|>ending them. Tn the circumstances I suggested to my 
Minister that we should establish a s])e(*ial Department of a few exiierts 
whose function it w^ould be study all the known or all the suggested means 
of figliting malaria, whether jmeventive or curative, and to advise 
Government u|)on them. Sir Surendra Hath Banerjea at. once 
accepted the suggestion and 1ms already acted ufH)n it. This Depart- 
ment, of which no doubt he will give you further details will not 
involve any appreciable increase of expemlitir’e. He merely pro- 
jKises to detail Dr. Bentlev to devote the whole of his time to the study 
of this subject and to relieve him of the other more routine duties of 
his offif-e. Dr. Bentley will be assisted in this work by six of '■'.he 
existing Assistant Directors of Public* Health who like himself will in 
future devote- the whole of their time to matters connected wuth the 
lighting of malaria. Gentlemen, I do not wish to be over-sanguine 
nr to raise exjx'ctaiions which may not be fulfilled. I know well enough 
the difliculties of this problem but from this concentration of effort and 
study which will lie effected by the small administrative change we do 
hope to accomplish two things — (1) a more rapid progress in our anti- 
mclarial cft*m]>aign, and (2^) greater certainty as to the value of the 
measures which we adopt. Although this experiment has only just 
been dec^e,d upon, 1 thought that tJiis Council Plight be interested to 
hoar about it. 
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Tn conclusion, gentlemen, let me wish you all success in the work of 
the session which will now conunence. 

His Excellency then left the Chamber preceded by the Deputy- 
President. 

(On the return of the Deputy-lhesident. ) 

Oaths. 

The following members UK>k an oath of their allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. J. Donald. 

Mr. M. C. MrAi.riN. 

Mr. T. Emerson. 

Mr. J. N. Roy. 

Certificates under secyon 72 D of the Government of India Act. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr): 1 b<‘g to lay bn the table three c(‘rt itieat(‘s grant ( m 1 
by His Exc(‘llencv tbe Governor under section 721) of tin* ( foveinnu'iit 
of India Act. His Kxcelb'ncy has already discussed the reasons for 
granting these certificates. 1 need not say anything further on the 
subject* 


0 ) 

Expknuituue on account ok Paper Book I)epart.mknt 


Whereas the Government of India have sanctioned the retention of the Paper 
Bdok Department of the Hiph Court up to the end of the hnnncinl year 1021-22 
f>endiiip; final orders, and whereas the Benjial Lep;islative Council has refused its 
as.sent to a demand for a prant of Rs 50,000 for that department for the year 
1022-23 under the head “24. — Administration of Justice,” 1 hereby certify, under 
tile proviso (n> of section ?2D (2) of the (iovernmcnt of India Act, that the expendi- 
ture of Rs. 4,000, being the amount payable on account of the salaru's and allow- 
ances of the officers and establishment of the department for the month of March, 
10^, IS essential for the discharge of my responsibility for tlio subji'ct, 

LYTTON, 


The Mh April, 1922. 


Govrruor oj IhtKjal. 


( 2 ) 

Expenditure under head “ 26.^ — Police.’ 

Whereas the Bengal Legislative Council has refused its assent to a demand for 
Rs. 1,00,000, in respect of “ Police F§rce — Calcutta Police “ under ih% head 
“26. — Police,” I hereby certify, under proviso (a) to section 72D (ff of the 
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Government of India Act, that for the above purpose the expenditure of a sum 
of Rs. 37,762 is essential for the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 

LYTTON, 

Governor of Bengal, 

The 6th April, 1022. 


(3) 

Expenditure on account of Staff for Paper Book Department. 

Whereas the Government of India have directed that the staff now employed in 
the Paper Book Department of the High Court shall be maintained until the 
advisability of retaining the jiresent arrangements as a permanent measure has 
lieen definitely decided, and whereas it has become necessary, therefore, to restore 
such portion, as is required for this purpose, of the demand for a grant of Rs. 60,000 
for that department for the year 1922-23 under the head 24.— Administration 
of Justice,” which was refused by the Bengal liCgislative Council, 1 hereby certify, 
under proviso (o) of section 721) (2) of the Government of India Act, that the 
expenditure of Rs 12,000, being the amount payable on account of the salaries and 
allowances of the officers and establishment of the depar‘..ment for the months of 
April, May, and June, 1922, is essential for the discharge of my responsibility 
for the subject. 

LYTTON, 

Governor of Bengal. 

The ISth May, 1022. 


Appointment of new President. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SIRCAR:’] should like to rise to 
a point of older. His T^xcellency has just now announced that the 
Hon ’hie Nawab Sir Syed Shains-ul-Huda has resig’ned the president }^hip 
of this (’ouncil but he has not announced whether any Ih’esident has been 
apfKiinted. Without a Ihesident being appointed, the Council cannot 
proceed. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Well, as a matter of faid, Mr. Cotton 
has lieen apiiointed as President and he is now on. leave. He has 
written to me to say that he will be here on the 5th of November. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I ask whether it is in 
order to Ik* on leave before joining the appointment? (Laughter.^) 

8tarred Questions 

j(to which oral answers were given). 

Persons dealt with under special criminal enactments. 

•I. BabuKI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member irh charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

{*>) many persons, and in ^yhat districts of Bengal, were dealt 
with under the notiheationvs issued under the special criminal 
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enactments, rir., the Criminal Tiaw Amendment Act, 1908, 
and the Prevention of Seditious Meeting's Act, 1911, since 
their inauguration up to the end of December, 1921 ; 

(n) how many were arrested and how many of them were impris- 
oned after trial ; 

(in) how many were released — 

(a) before trial, 

(b) on trial, 

(c) on the expiry of the full terms of imprisonment, and 
(il) before the (‘Xjiirv of the full term ; and 

(/I?) how many are still under detention — 

(ii) ])en(ling trial, and 
(h) afte*r trial? 

MEMBER in charge of POUTICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H, L. Stephenson); A statement giving the infoimation available 
for the ])enod indicated is placed on tlH‘ Library tabh*. ^riiere w^ere 
no arrests or prosecution'^ undci the Seditious Mec'trrrgs Act, 1911. 

*Political arrests. 

• •11. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Wdl the llon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Political l)(‘]>art merit be pleased to lay on th(‘ table a 
statement showing — ^ 

(0 th(‘ number of jKosons arrested and convict(*d in (nich district 
of Ihuigal from the 18th November, 1921, to the 11th Feb- 
ruary, 192^2, for violating the juovisions of the (himinal 
Law Amendment Act of 1908, and the Seditious Meetings 
Act of 1911; 

• 

• ill) the number of these jiersons who have been released; 

(in) tlie number of peisons arrested and convictral in Calcutta from 
the 18th November, 1921, to the llth February, 1922, for 
violating the iirovisions of the (.’riminal Law' Amendment 
A(‘t, as also the notification issued by tlrt* Commissioner of 
Police prohibiting meetings and proc-e.ssions ; and 

(ir) the number of such f)erson8 who have been released? 

The Han’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; A statement showing the 
infoiination available is laid on the table. There were no arrests under 
the Seditious Meetings Act. • 
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Slatemmt referred to in tlie rejdy to starred question No. II ^ showing 
number of persons arrested wider the Indian Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act, including number convicted, discharged, or released by 
Government, during the period 18th November, 1921, to 10th 
February, 1922. 


District. 

Kiirnbor 

arrested. 

j Numfier 

1 convicted. 

Number 

discharged. 

Number 
released by 
Oorei nment 
before expiry 
of their 
sentence. 

Number wliose 
sentencoH wore 
reduced by 
Oovernment. 

Cillciitiu 


1 6,551 

3,132 

968 

1,950® 

831 

Faridpur 

... 

C4C 

435 

113 

( 

159 

... 

Baknrganj 

... 

104 

41 

2 

1 

... 

Myrncnsiiigii 

... 

309 

192 

36*^ 

4 

... 

Dacca 

... 

448 

300 

4> 

74 


Howraii 


282 

260 

G 

... 

... 

Birltliuin 


10 

4 

5 



Burdwan 


39 

... 


f 


Midnnpore ... 


5 

4 

' 1 



Bujahulii 


10 

7 

... 

*’* 


Bogra 


115 

64 

1 



Dirajpnr 


2 

... 

c 

... 


ILtrigpiir 


336 

296 

33 

9 j 


Pabna 

... 

80 

... 

8, 

1 


‘24-l’argaiia8 


202 

52 

35 

... 


Jofisore 


3 


3 

... 

• f • V 

y 

Nadia 


30 

... 

5 

... 


Cliittagong ... 


610 

488 

84 

69 


Tippera 

« 

52 

7 

19 

2 

• •• 

Noakliali 

... 

60 

... 

4 

2 

... 


• All jimnUopriwners under the of 16 year* wore also released from the Alipore and Presidency Jails. 
Their number is not known. ^ j 

• f 

Kotc.~No arrests were made in the other districts. 
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*111. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) Is the Rou ble the 

Minister in charj^e of the Department of Loeiil Self-Ooverninent aware 
that the town of Pabna is suffering from want of a supply of filtered 
drinking water and bathing tanks y 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what progress 
has l)een made up till now by the Pabna Municipality tow’ards the 
construction of the Pabna Water-Works y 

(r) Will the Iloirble the Minister be ]deased to state the amount — 
(0 required for tlu* j>roiK)sed water-works project, and 
(li) promised or raised from the — 

(7) public, 

{2) zami Ildars, and 
(.7) l)isiri( t Board ot Pabna y 

(fj) Whal amount, if any, have tlie^ (lovernment sanctioned for the 
wat(*r-woi ks scheme ? 

( c) If no amount has Ix'cn sanctioned, aie the ( lovernuKUit considering 
tlie desiiability of sanctuiiiing any amount y 11 so, wlnui is it proposed 
to mal^e the alli^tment ? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELF- 
Cpvernment (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) 

I’he aiiswei is in tin* afliiinutive so far as the supply of filtmi'd w'ater is 
concerned, (iovernnnmt have no intoiination aliout bathing tanks. 

[})) (iov(‘T‘nm(*nt accord(*d administiat ive approval in 191() to a 
.sketch ]»roject for the watei -sujiply of the Pabna M unicijiality at an 
estimated cost of Ks. 1,05,000. The (diief Engineer, Ibiblic Health 
Department, now* ])ro]>oses to modify th<^ scheme and reduce its cost 
by basing the Kup\>ly on a luH-ing for which ]>rovision is made in tin* 
siyiplementary estimates. * 

(r) (i) The amount of the original estimate* was Its. 1,05,000. 

(?V) ( I) and {2) Bulilie* sub.scriptions to the amount of Ks. 50,000 
are exjXH’ted. 

(J) The District Board agreed to contribute KsT 00,000. 

(fl) Nothing has yet been sanctioned but the proiiosals for financing 
the original scheme included a (loveninient contribution of Ks. 80,000, 

(e) The matter will be settled when the result of tKe boring is 
known and the detailed plan and estimates are prepared and submitted 
through the Sanitary Board. 
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•IV. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon ’hie the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
been drawn to the eddy which has suddenly formed at the eastern 
extremity of the Pabna protective revetment and which is gradually 
deepening ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that most of the Govern- 
ment buildings lying opposite to the eastern extremity of the revetment 
are exposed to danger from erosion? 

(c) Will the Hon’bb' the Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) how many yards intervene between the river Padma and the 
stn'amlet Icchamati at the eastern extremity of the revet- 
ment ; ^ 

(??) whether a junction between the two is apprehended at this 
extremity; and if so, what measures are the Government con- 
temjdatirig adopting during the year lS(22-23 to prevent this 
threatened junction ? 

{(J) Is tlie ITou ble» tin* Minist(*'r aware that the Pabna ])rotective 
works hav(‘ been badly damaged in many phu'es during the last rains? 
(c) Will the Tlon’ble the Minister lx* pleased to state — 

(/) the steps that have been taken or are proposed to be taken to 
repair the damaged j)arts of tlie protective works; and 
(m) what amounts have been allott(*d during the financial year 
U)22-2-’I for the imiiK>se or what allotments are jiroiiosed in 
this connection? < 

(/) Has the llon’ble the Minister received any representations from 
the (Chairman, Pabna Municipality, and the people of Pabna, calling 
Ills attention to the thieatening state which the river has suddenly 
assumed and urging upon him to take immediate measures to check the 
further progress of the eddy which has formed and’ extend the revetm(‘nt 
by at least a few^ hundred chains at its both ends to i>revent the danger 
to which the town of Pabna is ex}H)sed from the erosion? 

{(/) If s(>, w’hat action, if any, is proposed to be taken in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) Yes. Tli(‘ ec'dy ipfern'd to was observed first at the bepinnin^ of 
Mar<'h. in the iK-jriniiiiiir of June, it was rei)orted that there was then 
no eddy and that tlie current was not directed afrainst this point of the 
river benk. 

(h) The Government buildings are exposed to no greater danger 
at the present time than in 1920 when measures for the protection of 
the rivej^bauk against further ergsion were carried out. 
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(f) (?) One hundred and nine yards. 

(n) No. 

(d) Attention is invited to my speech in reply to a resolution moved 
by Maulvi Shah Alxlur Rauf at a meetinj? of this (\>un(il on 2‘2nd 
February, 1922, in which I stated that floo<ls, subseiiucnl to tlu^ con- 
struction of protective works, includiufr the floods of 1921, had damaged 
the protective works but not to a greater extent than might ho 
exj)ected. 

(c) (i) The repairs which it was announced, in my sjK‘ech referred 
to, would be undertaken, have been carried out and completed. 

(h) The estimated cost of the repairs and restoration wliich have 
been undertaken, iur., Rs. dd,200 has been provid(Ml in tin* current 
year’s budget a^d has been made available for <‘Xj)emliture. 

(/) Yes, the last representations were receivt'd in Marcli, 1922. 
(fj) (lovernment have decided that, in view of present circum- 
stances and in ac('<tidanc(‘ with tlu^ advice receivcMl from tludi’ ex])t*i't 
officers, it is unmn’essary to extend the revetment or undertake fur- 
ther work at present. • 


Public Health De^iartment and its publicity branch. 

• 

•X- Dr. J^TINORA NATH MOITRA: {„) Will th, Hon l.U* llu. 
^fillister in (diarge of tlie • Department of liocal S(df-( lovernnKMit b(‘ 
])leased to la\ on tlH‘ table a statement showiyg tin* iiaim*s of offiicrs of 
tin* Public Health Department with their re.s]H*ctive (lualificatjons and 
r?mu Herat ions ? 

{h) Are these appointments permanent and graded? 

{(') Are the (ioverriment considering tlie desirability of making the 
publicity branch ])erinanent ? 

The Hon’ble Sir^SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) and (h) A 

statement is laid on the Libiary table. 

(r) For the jiresent (Toyernment are of opinion that the eslablish- 
iflent for the jiublicity branch attacluMl to the Public II(‘alth Dejiart- 
<^nent should remain on a temjiorary basis. 


Reduction in the staff of District Magistrates owjng to transfer of 
certain duties. 

•VI. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will th«> Hon’l.le the, 
MemW in charge of the AiipointnieTit Department he jdeaHed to wlate* 
in which of the districts the Distri»-t- Magistrates have l)een relieved of 
their duty of hearing the appeals from the decusions of sec^ond and third 
class magistrates? * 
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(h) Wliat recluf;tions, if any, in the staff of the officers have been 
or are })(*ing nnuh^ on this accounts 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) In the districts of Dacca, 
Myineiisiiif^-h, Chittagong-, Midnapore, jhikargaiij and the 24-Pargana8, 
ai)])eals froiti the decisions of second and third class magistrates 
are lieard })y the Additional I)istri(d Magistrates, and in the districts 
of Murslii(iahad, dessore and Khulna by de[mty magistrates Ri>ecially 
em])owered in tiiat ])ehaH. 

(h) No reductions in staff have been or are being made on this 
accouiii. 


Cutlery industry of Kanohannagore and Bompas. 

•VII. Mr. BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: (n)" Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in eliarge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that tluM-c* is an extensive cutlery indiistiy in the villages of 
Kanchannagore and Bomj>as in the district of Burdwaii ? 

(h) Will the llon’ble the Minist(‘r be pleascul to stat(^ what ste])s, 
if any, ha\e be(‘n taken by (jo\ernim‘nt to encourage the industry ? 

(c) If ])(► steps have b(‘en taken, are the (lovernment'consideiitig the 
d(‘sirability of taking- any steps? 

{(1) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the llon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? ^ 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT^of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): {a) Yes. 

(h) A full imiuiry lias been made and a rejiort submitted by the local 
Su})erintendent of Industries. This report is now receiving the considera- 
tion of the Industrial Engineer, and ]>roposuhs for improving the industry 
will shortly be submitted to Government. 

(r) and (V/) These questions do not arise. 


Muhammadans in Bengal Secretariat and attached offices. 

•VIII. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Apixiintment Department lie pleased to state what 
efforts have been made since the publication of the notification 
No. 13G03-iV;>., dated the 14th November, 1919, to give practical 
effect to ilR?? 15(2) of the rules piiblmhed under the said notification? 
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(b) Will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the numl>er of va(*an(nes that occurred and the 
number out of them that were given to Muhammadans in the upper 
and lower divisions of the clerical service since the iniblication of the 
above notihcution — 

(i) in the Secretariat ; and 

{li) in the offices of the Heads of the Departments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; (u) A yearly return, 
showing the steps taken during the year in the Secretariat and attached 
offices to attain the prescribed percentage in the matter of Muham- 
madan recruitment, is submitted to Government. The matter, there- 
fore, is const antf;^’ under review. 

{h) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statrment refery'eci to tu the reply to clause (b) of starred 
question No. VIIJ, 
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Office. 

Number of 
perriiHrieDt 
vacancies in the 
lower and u|)(ier 
dirisiona during 
the >«ar. 

Number of 
! permanent 

1 Tar‘aiicie« filled 
b) Mu ham* 
niadaoa. 

Number of 

1 temfiorary 

vacancies in tbe 
lower and upper 
divitioni during 
tbe year. 

Number of 
temporary 
TaMucles filled 
by Muham- 
umdans. 

Oftice of the Protector 
of EinigrantH. 

... 

... 

... 


Ollice of the Begistrar, 
Uo-operutive SocieticB. 

6 

2 

... 

... 

Ollice of the Collector 
of CuHtdlllH. 

6 

2 

19 

c 

Ollice of tlie Comniis- 
Hioner tif Excme and 
Salt. 


1 

2 

... 

Ollice of tlie Director of 
Agriculture. 

1 

1 

14 

4' 

Ollice of the Director of 
Piihlic Ileallli (then 
called Sanitary Coin- 

iniHHionei ). 

3 

1 

7 

! 

1 

Ollice of the (hdlector 
ol Income-Tax. 

H 

1 

) 

[ 

37 ! 

7 

Ollice of the Directoi of 
IjUIuI liecordH. 

1 

i 

11 

4 

Ollice of the liiKpector- 
Oeneral of UegiBtru* 
tion. 

2 

1 1 

14 

1 

i 

2 

Ollice of the Inspector- 
General Ut PlIsOIIH. 


• 

1 

1 

... 

Ollice of the Snigeon- 
General with the Gov- 


- 

12 ! 

1 

4 


eriimciit of Bengal. 


1920 - 21 . 

f Jiulu ial, Political ant) 3 

A|>poij)tinent Pt'part 
I iiicntH. 

1 Kevfime U'*partnient ... 3 

Finance, Commerce and 3 

Marino DepurtmeiitH 

Dopartiiient of Agritnil- 2 

L tore and Induatries. l 


i , 

1 10 2 

I 

I I 

2 I 1 

I 

.. I 13 1 
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Number of | 

perniaiieot 
▼aoancii** in the ! 
k>w*T aod up{>«r j 
(ii\ iKlonn diiriu/ i 
tilt* year. j 


Nundter of 

po'iiiaiieiit 
VM'aiH'U's filled 
b> M Ilham* 
madaiia. 


Number of 
b'liiporftry 
vai'**»ol»‘s III the 
lower ami upper 
diviKioiM diirin(! 
the jrar. 


Nunilvr of 
temporary 
v.ioaitoiiK niled 
by Mnhaai- 
mndutiM. 


. f public Workn and Irri- 
.? gation DepartmentH. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

£ Local Self-Govermiiont 
t and Ktlucation Dc 

partnients. 
tx 

6 

i 

1 

1 

1 

12 

! 

j 

i 

i 

V Legislative nepartinrnt, 
^ L including Book DcjKit 

5 

2 

8 

1 4 

Ollicc of tlie Dc<‘<’tor of 
Public I iistructK'D. 

IB 

H 

37 

12 

Olfice of the InsjK'ctor- 
tJeucial of policy 

' H 

1 

3 1 

23 

! 7 

Boartl of Ue\cnuc 

! 2 

1 

7 

1 

( dice of tin' IVotectoi 
of EinigraiitH. 

• 

1 

i 

1 ... 

j j 

1 

... 

Office of tbe Ilegistrai, 
C!o'Operal ive Societies 

b 

1 

3 

- 

... 

Office of tbe oSllector of 
Customs. 

^ 5 

• 

1 

1 

HI 

2 

Offi'‘(‘ of I’ne Coinmis- 
sionei of IjXcIsc and 
Salt. 

... 

• 

4 

2 

Office (tf tin* Diiector "f | 
Agiicnilure. 1 

• 1 

••• 

14 

3 

Office of the Director of 
Public Health • 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Office of the C'ollector of , 
Income-Tax. 1 

1 

4 

> 

• 

1 

17 

5 

! 

Office of the Director of j 
Land Records. j 

... 

... 

3 

... 

Office of the Inspector- 
General of Registra- 
tion. 

2 

1 

1 15 

a { 

4 

Office of the Inepoctor- 
General of Prisons. 

1 

1 

6 


Office of the Surgeon - 
General with the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal. | 

2 

• 

1 j 

10 

1 

•j 
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18 QUESTIONS. [3kd July 

Ad valorem ” court-fees in Calcutta High Court, Original Side. 


MX. Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK; (a) Will the Hon bio 

the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government contemplate recommending to tile Government 
of India the desirability of introducing ad valorem, court-fee stamps in 
the Original Side of the Calcutta High Court? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member in a position to state the addititmal 
amount which would be derived if such court-fees were introduced? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) ; (a) No, but this Government have addressed the 
Government of India as to the desirability of increasing the court-fees 
on the Original Side of the High Court. 

(h) Tlie m(‘mber is referred to the answer given to paiagrapb (?/) of 
unstarred question No. 200 by Maulvi Ilamid-ud-dif*' Khan at the meet- 
ing of the Council held on th(‘ 1st March last. 


Applications from officers to retire on proportionate pensions. 

•X. Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Will the ITon’lde the 
Member in charge (»f tlie Appointment I)e])ai'tment be jdeased to sfatt* — 
(7) the number of aj)plications from offi(‘ers of different services in 
Bengal who have a]>plied to retire on pro])ortionate pension 
under the terms announced by the Secretary of State, and 
{{{) the number of such applications granted? 

Tho Hon’bic Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Government are not jue- 
pared to furnish tho information asked for. 


<< Servant ” defamation case. 

•XI. Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) Will tho lion ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whetlu‘r the expense's of the defamation cases that have been brought 
by Mr. Kidd, Deputy Commissioner of Police, in the Presidency Magis- 
trate’s Court, Calcutta, against the printers of the Serrojit and the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika are being borne by the Government? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

( 7 ) what is the amount sanctioned, 

(77) who has sanctioned this expenditure; and 

(Hi) tl\g .items of expenditure in fhe budget grants from which the 
coptp ftre being met? 



1922 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


19 


The Hofi’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (n) Yea. 

(h) (i) and (n) No definite amount has yet been sanetioned. 

(Hi) The exj>enditiire will he debited to the head Ft‘es to Pleaders ” 
under Legal Remembrancer ’* in the budget grant for the Adminis- 
tration of Justice.” 

*XIA. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May 1 ask how 

much money has alreadx been spent on this ac'count V 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: NO money has Ix'cn sj»eni 
on this account. 


Sir Watson-Smyth’s speech of 28th February, 1922. 

*XII. Babu SUJRENDRA NATH MALLIK: {(i) Has the att(Mit ion 
of th(* Hoirble tile Meinbei in ciiarge of the Political DepailnuMit betni 
drawn to the sjieech deliv<‘n‘(l^ bv Sir Robert Watson-Sm\ th at tin* 
annual me(‘ting of tin* IJengal riiamber of (’ommerce on tin* ‘JSth h'eb- 
ruarv last ? 

(h) If so, what action, if aii\ , are the (lovernmont taking in the 
mathw? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. *STEPHEN80N: (u) Tin* spt'ech has b(*(*n 
reix'irtod in tin* ]>ress. • 

• (h) (lovernineiit an* taking no action. 


Conviction and imprisonment of political offenders. 

•XIII. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
the Membei in chafgi* of the Political l)e]>artnn*nt be pleasi'd to lav 
on the table a statistical statement for the p(*riod from the month of 
November, HLM , indicating, month by month and district by district in 
Bengal including the JV(‘sidencv town <»f (’alcutta, the nunilx'r of 
I>ersons hitherto convicted and imjiri.soneil, as well as those subse- 
quently discharged from jail either conditionally or unconditionallv, 
for offences under — 

(i) the Indian (Timinal Law Amendment Act* of 1908; 

(n) the Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act of 1911; and 

(Hi) sections 124A and 158 A of the Indian Penal (’ode, 
together with the terms of sentences passed upon them? 

TIlO Hon*blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Statements giving the 
information so far as available are laid on the Library table. 
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•XIV. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon'ble the 

Memlx^r in charge of the Police Department he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(?) the number of chaukidars in Bengal, 

(n) the total amount of cost of their maintenance and ecjuipment; 

(Hi) the amount contributed annually by the Government to the 
union boards, or cbaukidari unions, from the revenue of the 
cluiukidari ciinhmn lands, for the maintenance and equipment 
of chaukidars; and 

(vv) the sum annually paid by the union boards, from the taxes 
realised by them under section 37(fl) of tl e Bengal Village 
S(‘lf-Government Act, 1919, towards the i>ay and equipment 
of the chaukidars? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H, L. Stephenson) : (/) and (it) The information is contained in 
the stateTuent laid on the table on the ‘JCth August, 1921, with reference 
to unsia?r<Ml (|uestion No. 30, asked by Mr. Tarit Bhiisan Hoy on the 
14th March 1921. 

(Hi) and (ir) Information is not on record. Incjuiry is being made. 


Resignation of honorary offloes by Babu Benode Kumar 
Roy Chaudhuri of Barisal. 

•XV. Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be jdeasisl to state 
wh(*ther it is a fact that Babu Benode Kumar Roy rhaudhuri, zamindar 
of Barisal, and an ex-member of the late Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Legislative Council, has been made to resign all his honorary offices, 
namely, tlu^ Secretaryshi]> of the Dis|Hmsaiw Committee, Secretary- 
ship of th(‘ Deaf and Dumb School, and the honorary post of non- 
official visitor to the Barisal jail, and that his licenses for two revol- 
vers and a pistol have been cancelled by the District Magistrate? 

(h) If the answer to clause (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state the reasons for this step? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to lay on the table the 
text of the coiTesjxmdence, if any, that might have passed between the 
District Magistrate and Benode Babu or any other superior officer in 
this connection? 

{(1) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that Benode Babu has been deprived of his honorary offices and licenses 
for ha^\ ing lent his private carriage ior use during the occasions of the 
visits of 'Mr. J. M, Sen-Gupta and Mr, Gftudhi to Barisal? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Y^s, the honorary offices 
referred to were resigned at the sug*fjfestion of the District Maj^istmte. 

(b) This gentleman and members of his family were giving counte- 
nance and aid to non-co-opt'ration activities in BarisaJ and, in the opinion 
of the District Magistrate, his action was incomiHitible with his con- 
tinuing to hold these offices. 

(c) The suggestion tliat he should resign his honorary offices was 
made verbally. 

{(1) These were among the incidents on which the District Magis- 
trate’s action was -based. 


Overseas pay and allowanoes of Imperial Service offloers. 

*XVI. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will the TTon’hle 
the Mein her in charge of the Dei>jirtmeni of Finance he jihsised io lay 
on the table a statement showing, service hy service, th(‘ total amount 
of money drawn annually hy the members of the various Tm})erial 
Services in Bengal, inclusive of^ the Indian Civil Sendca*, as overseas 
pay and allowance? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr); The approximate annual cost f»f (>v(‘rs(‘as pay of the 
various Imperial ^Services in Bengal' is shown against (sieJi servici' 
below : — 


Indian Civil Service 
Indian ^fedicul Service 
Agiiculture * 

Veterinary Department 
Police 

Education • 

Public Works Departnl^nt 
Foi ests • 


Rs. 

•1.05,000 

1.44.000 
P4,?t)0 

5,400 

l,05,d00 

1 . 11.000 
;ffi,ooo 

27,000 


Total 9,41,700 


Reduction in the number of Executive Councillors. 

•XVII. Babu RIBHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR] (a) WiQ the 

Hon’hle the Member in charge of the Ajipointment Ji^partraent be 
pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to 
aboli.sh two of the jx)sts of the meinters of the Executive Council of the 
Government, one Indian and the otliBr European? 

(6) If so, when will the proposal bc giyen effect to? 
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The Hon’bid Mft Hi Li STEPHENSON* (a) and (h) The numbi 
of members of the Executive Council, within the limit fixed by section 4 
of the Goveinmeiit of India Act, is a matter within the discretion of ih 
Secretary of State, and the Local Government are not in a position i 
make any communication on the subject. 


Kiddarpore bridge, 

•XVIII. Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: (a) WiW the Hon bl 

the Meinbei in clmr^e of the Department of Irri^fation be pleased t 
state the date when the contractors were given tthe^contract for cot 
stiucling the Kid(ieri)ore bridge? 

(h) Was any agreement entered into between them and the Goverr 
ment tor the carrying out of the work? 

{(') If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble tli 
Member he pleased to state within whf,i time it was agr(‘ed that tli 
bridge should lie comj)l(‘ted? 

* 

(<l) What was the rate for the siij^ply of steel and iron w’ork of th 
bridge ? 

(c) Have the ])rices of steel and iron w’cirk gone d(t»vn sin(;e the dat 
of contact and the date within wdiich the bridge was to have Wi 
completed? 

(/) At what rate wdll the contractors pjiid for steel and iron worl 
of the bi'idge? 

(/y) Is it a fj^ct that the attention of Government has been drawoi a 
various times to the slow' progress of the w'ork in connei tion with tin 
construction of the bridge? ^ 

♦ (A) Is the TIon’ble the Member in a i>osition to staU^ the time withii 
which the construction of the bridge is likely to be completed and th< 
bridge (>i>ened to traffic? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (th< 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): {n) T\w loutrac 
was acci'ptt'd on the fith April, 1920. 

(It) The answenie in affirmative. 

(r) The tinj^ limit was not definitely fixed as it was not {xissible tr 
do so owing to veVy uncertain labour conditions in England, jfut againsi 
time limit it was stated that the w'f#k would be finished in 14 month'- 
W’itjiout i>enalty clause. 

c ^ 

\d) Rate for finished and erected steel work was Rs. 655-67 per too 
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(e) The prices have gone down to some extent during the time 
^mentioned. 

(/) At the tendered rates noted above. 

(g) The answer is in the affirmative, 

(h) It is difficult t# fix a jxirticular time for completion. As far as 
can be judged^from the present state of the work it is expected tliat by 
the end of September next the bridge will be ojpened to traffic. 


District cind subdi visional officers of Rangpur. 

•XIX. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Ilon’hle the 
Member in charge of the ApiM>intiuent Department be pleased to state 
whether it is collect *that the Muhammadans form the majority of the 
IHupulation of the district of Rangpur? 

• 

(h) Jf so, are the (iovernment <*on8idering the desirability of jiass- 
ing orders that of the four subdivisimial officers of th(‘ distiic t, at h‘ast 
two should he always Muhammadans and the District Magistiatc lie 
always a Euroi)eaii ? 

p 

The Hon’ble^Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: {g) Yes. 

{h) No. 


Appointments in the Imperial Services. 


•XX. Mr. BUOYPROSAD 8INGH ROY: Will the lion hie the 
Member in cliarge of the ApiKuntinent J)ei»artiiient la* ]»l(‘as(*(l to lay f#i 
the table a statement showing — 

(/) the total number of appointments in eaeli Imperial Seiviee under 
the Government ; 


(n) the number of permanent apimintmeiits h(dd hy the Indians; 


(ill) the numlier of permanent api)ointments 
and on the inferior seale 
Reforms Scheme ; and 


made on the suiHuioi’ 
introduction of the 


(ir) th<^ miinlier of permanent afjioijitmeiits out of (I'tV) wliich Iiave 
been eonferre.l uiK)n 1% natives of the couiitrv 


*!'• ”■ «TEPhIm80N: ^i) to (ir) A at^tment 
im on the tab4 showing the figures as they stood on th^ Jst April, 1922, 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. showing 
appointments in the Imperial Services in Bengal corrected up k 
1st April 1922. 




- 

NUMBBll OF PKIMANBNT APPOINTMENTS 
MADE 8IN0E THE INTROBUO ITON OF THE 
RKPOilM SCHEME. 

Name of Hervi<* •• e. 

1 

' K umber of ap[)oiut- 
nierita. 

Number of 
p rmanent 
appoint- 
ments 
beld b> 

1 nd lans. 

SUPERIOR RCAI.B 
(DIBBOT APPOINT- 
VRNT^). 

INFEHIOK SCALE. 




Non- 
liid ians. 

Indians. 

Non- 

Indiiins. 

Iti'lUii., 

(1) Indian (Mvfl 

Service. 

Haiictioncd strcnKtli— - 
208. 

Actual Htrength— 

1 36 

! 

! 1 

11 

1 

1 

; i 

(2) Intlian*^ I’oHce 

Service, 

.Sanctioned Htreugtli— 
110.* 

Actual Ktn ngth— 107. 


... 

\ 

13 

1 

(3) Imlidii l-'orcKt 

Servif e. 

SancUoiK'd stiougtii— 
2.3. 

1 . 


i 

1 

s 



Actual streiigtli - 18. 

I 


1 



(1) Indmc Educatlinial 
Service-- 







(f ) Mua^s Branch ... 

67 

26 

... 

... 

2l 

u: 

(</) Wornen’H Brandi 

.3 


... 

... 



^>) Indian Agricultural 
.'Service. 

IH 

2 

... 


... 

1 • 

(rt) Iiufx'nal branch 

of the (dvil 

Veterinary I>e. 
(iiirtnieut. 

3 


... 

... 

... 


(7)lniliau Service of 
EnKiiiecrs— 







(I) Under the PuliUc 
Works Depart- 
nifiii. 

.Sanctioned strongtli— 
2M ( 14 in tlie Kurope- 
lecruiM-d liranch and 

H 111 tile India- 1 
recruited blanch), I 

1 

> » 

1 

... 

... 

... 



Actual atrengtli— 35. 1 

1 

J 





(ff) Undei tlio Irriga- 
tion Ucpaitment. 

Sanotioned streiiKth— j 
30 (Ifi In tbo Kurope- ■ 
recruited braiicb and 
14 ill the India- 
recruited branch) 

1 

> 10 

1 

... 

... i 

. 

1 


Actual strength— 21. 

1 





(H) Offloers of the 

Indiuii Medical 1 
Service in civl 
vniftloy . 

.'^aiict»oiK*d strt'ngth— 

(ft (iiiciudj^ 43 
at present oxclu- 
slvely reservotl for ! 
Indian Medical 

Serviic ofllcers). | 

_ i 

7 

4 

1 





• Ineliulliif? 7 Uiinixirary uppointmeuts. ^ 

t InrliniinK ono 8iU>. pro ttm. appoiutnient. 

KUucatlonal S«rTlc« ther^ are oo eapertor inferior ecaM; but there 
SSu. ^ * uppoiut- 

} Two (KMtfl npc Trtcaat. There is only one scale iu these two serrioee. 

•• On thu ordinary scale. 
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Alipore Jail riot inquiry. 

*XXI. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hou’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department he pleased to state — 

(i) whether the AlijH)re jail riot inquiry was held by Mr. Swinhoe 
under the Criminal Procedure Code; 

(iV) whether witnesses were examined on their oath and evidence 
recorded according to the Indian Evidence Act; 

(lit) for how many days did the inquiry last; and 

(?r) during the inquiry, for how many hours was Mr. Swinhoe 
absent from his regular duties as tlie (^hief Presidenc'y 
Magistrate ? 

(h) Will the Qon’ble the Memfler be jdeased to state whether there 
was any dislocation of business in the polic'e courts owing to 
Mr. Swinhoe’s being engaged in the above inciuiry? 

(c) Are the (Government considering the advisability of not eniidoy- 
ing any of the regular mngistc'rial staff for incjuiries other than jiinagis- 
terial inquiries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. h. L. STEPHENSON: {a) ({) No 

(li) Yes. 

(in) From the ‘J8th A]>ril to the 19th May, 1922. 

(ir) It is not j>()ssil)le now to answer this (piestion with any ac c uracy. 

( h) There wa.*?* some dislocuttion of work. 

(c) No. 

•XXI-A. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA*; May 1 aak whether tiier 
inAiihera of the I’ress were admitted to this iiKiuii-y ? 

The Hon'bleMr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Yes. 

Redut^iofi of the number of the members of the Executive Council. 

•XX rt. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER OUTT: Will the Tlon’hle the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appcdntineiit Department be ])leas<Ml to state 
whether the reeomniendation.of this (’ouneil for the redaction of the 
numW of members of the Executive ('ouneil made on the 7th Febru- 
ary, 1921, has been accepted by the (loveniment, and, if so, when 4he 
Government intend to give effect to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The number is referred 
to the answer given to starred question No, V at the meetinir of the 
4th July, 1921. 

Separation vt Judicial and Executive funotions. 

•XXIII. Mr. AJOY CHUNOEI^DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Appointment Department be pleasofTto state 
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whether th# committee appointed to frame a scheme for the separs^tion 
of Judicial and Executive functions have made their report, and, if so, 
when the said report is expected to be published? 

Th6 Hon’ble |||r. H. L, STEPHENSON: The member is referred to 
Ihe answer given to an unstarred question on the subject put at this 
meeting by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 


Separation of the Judicial and Executive Councils. 

•XXIV. Mr. K. C. M. FAROQUI; (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether 
it is in contemplation to sei)arate the Ex(M*utive and the Judicial func- 
tions hitherto combined in ihe adihinistration of ac distiict? 

(h) If it is so, when is such separation exacted to take effect? 

(c) Is it a fact that with the separation of these functions it is 
proposed to abolish the ])osts of Superintendents of Polic^e? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affiimative, in w’hat way do the 
(lovernment ]>ro|)ose to comjK'nsate those mem])ers wlio will not Imve 
yet cohi])leted the full ])ensi()nable service? 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) to (d) The upmt of 
the (’ommfttee ap])ointed to elaborate a pra(‘tical working sclieme for 
tlie s('paration of Executive and Judicial fumJions in the administra- 
tion (d‘ Bengal is now under the (‘onsideration of (b^an'innent . (lov- 
ennent ai’e not in a jiosition to make any statement on tlie subject at 

f 

Recruitment of candidates to Provincial and other services. 

*XXV. Mr. K. C. M. FAROQUI : {(i) With refertmce to tlu' noti- 
fication No. 5798 A., dated the 2Tth May, 1922, published in the Cnl- 
cuitd Gazette luoinulgating rules to regulate the |*ecnutment of' certain 
of the Provincial and other services, will the HonnJe the Meniliei in 
(‘liarge of the A]>i>ointment Department be ])leased to state what con- 
sideiations led the (lovernment to restrict the comjx‘titive examination 
to nominated candidates only, instead of keeping it open to all 
candidates. 

(/>) Will nominations of collegiate students be made by the Princijxil 
of the College concerned or the (joverning Body? 

{e) Will nominations b» made in order of merit coupled with good 
character, or be base<l on any other criterion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) While the number of 
candidates that can be examined, if it is only a matter of testing them 
to ascertain whether they have reached a certain standard, is only 
limitwl b^t^he number of examiner^' available, the number that can be 
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examined with ^ view to placing- them in order of merit is strictly 
limited; and the^ best authorities have plactHl this limit at alx^iit 200. 
As it is exi>ected that the number of qualified candidates who may w-ish 
to comi>ete at the examination will g’rehtly exceed tllia number, Oov- 
ernmeit have considered it necessary to resoH to a system of nomina- 
tion by heads of colleg-es as outlined in the rules. 

(h) Nominations will l>e made by the Prim-iiwil. 

(r) It is expected that in their own interests colleges will nominate 
their best students, and (lovernment do not proi>ose to issue any s|)t*cial 
instructions in the matter. 

Trial of Nar^h Chandra Lahiri and others under the Indian 
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 1908. 

*XXVI. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (n) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble tlu* M(tmb(‘r in cliarge of the Political Depaitnuud been 
drawn to the judgment passed by tlie Subdi vi.sional ()flic(‘r of Pabna in 
the last w(H*k of .lanuarv, 1922, 4 \t the trial of Naresh Phaiidra Uahin 
and othtM's under section 17(7) of the Indian (himinal Law (Annuid- 
meiiM Act, 190S? 

( /;) 'Will the Tlon’blc tin* M(*ml)er be p](‘ased to state the finding 
of tin* t lying Magistrate regarding the obje4*t of the Ihibna district 
volunteer corps? * 

( c) Has the Pabna district volunteer corjis Imuui s]>t‘cially nnuitiomal 
in the ]>roclamation issm-d by the (io\ernmenT on th(‘ 18th Nov^f 
ber. 1921? 

id) Is it not a fact tliat the members of llu- Pabna district volunteei' 
coi[)s, mentioned in (ri) ubov(‘, who "wtue (-onvicled and inqirisoned, 
have not been found guiUy of doing any acts of violence? 

Tl )0 H^’bleMr. H« L. STEPHENSON; (d) Government have seen 
a copy of the judgmen?. 

(h) The Magistrate found that the objects of tlu‘ Ihibna volunteer 
(‘or]»s was to further the caii^e of tl»e All-India Volunte(*r ('oips by 
spreading non-co-oixuation and swndrshi in the country. 

(c) It was not specially mentioned, but is covered by the reference 
in the notification to “ other ^associations existing in th(* Jbesidency of 
Bengal and having similar objects.’’ 

(d) Yes. 


Gambling in the Rangpur district. 

♦ 

•XXVII. MauIVi HAMID-UD-OIN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the J^olic% Department aware th^ g/fm- 
bhng is very prevalent amongst the peojde of the district of Rangiuir? 
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(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
the Gambling Act to some of the important places of the llangpur dis- 
trict as recommended by Mr. Fraser, District Magistrate of Rangpur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON ! (a) It has been reix)rted that 
g.'imbling is prevalent in certain parts of the district. 

(h) Proposals for the wide extension of the Gambling Act were 
submitted to Government, but were not accepted in view of Govern- 
ment’s policy to extend the Act only to places where gambling is 
esjx'cially prevjilent and mischievous, where the working of the Act 
could be effectively supeiwised and controlled ami which are within a 
reasonable distance of established courts. Frcvsh proposals finmed in 
accordance with the jxdicy of Government are awaited fiom the local 
officers. 

A' 

Revision of the pay and prospects of the veterinary assistants. 

*XXVIII. Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN; (a) Will the TTon’blo 
the Minister in charge of the De])artment of Agiiculture and Industries 
be ]>leas(‘d to state whether it is in contemplation to revise tlie ])ay and 
l)Vosj>ects of the veterinary assistajits? 

(h) If so, when is the revision to take etfeet ? 

(c) If no revision is eontemi)late(f,“‘ will the Hon’lJle the Minister be 
l>leiLS(*d to state the reason therc'for? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (e), (/;) and (c) The I)ay of the vetei inary assistants of 
this ])resideney was last raiscal fram Its. 30 — 105 — 70 j>er mensem to 
Rs. 50 10/5 — 100 ])er mensem in A])ril, IW9. The (lucstion of fur- 
ther revision is under the consideration of Government. 

t 

Retrenchment Committee for cutting down expenditure 
in public service. 

•XXIX. Babu HEM CHANDRA IIA8KER; (a) Will the ITon’ble 
the Member in charge of the De])artment of Finance be pleased to state 
whether Government contemplate appointing a Retrenchment Committee 
for cutting down. exi>enditure in public services? 

(h) Will the Tlon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether he 
is in a position to announce the personnel of the committee? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) and (h) The member is referred 
to Govemimint resolution No, 9113 F. of the I3th June, published on 
pag 4 \s to 972 of the suppleme^ij of the Calcutta Gazette of the 14th 
June, 1922. 
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^XXIX-A. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: WiU the Hon ble the 

Member be pleased to say whether this Committee has power to co-opt 
other members? 


The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR : No. 


Cotton crop« 

*XXX. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries Ik^ pleased 
to state what has so far been done by the department to make the cotton 
crop an item of district work in the province? 

• 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The Department of Agriculture is engaged in a inrvey 
of the Bengal cottcjns and has not yet reached a stage when it can 
i(H*ommend definite varieties for growing in the plains of Bengal. 
From the last two years’ results of the cotton experiments on the Da(‘(*u 
Central and other Experimental Farms, however, ac<*limntiswl Dharwar 
American has given the best outturn of the long staple varieties tried. 
The exiHM’imeiit will be repeated this year. In the meantime, about 
200 inaunds of Dharwar American cotton se<Ml have been procured and 
siii)])lied in snn^ (luantities to growers who are anxious to try it, and 
advic(* with regard to the best "Biethods of cultivation has been issued 
at the same time both verbally and in the shape of leaflids. Exjxu'i- 
ments with cold weather cottons were made last season at Dacca and 
?ilyinensingh but with ^loor results, j)ossibly on account of the ])roloT»ged 
drought. They will be reix*ated this year in the light of this year’s 
experience, and earlier sowing will, if possible, be resorted to. 

A cotton sub-committee for Bengal has also been formed to advise 
Government on eotton-growing policy in the future. 


Diffloulty in the realisation of chaukidari taxes and 
union rates. 

•XXXI. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of tke Department of Police l)e pleased to state — 

(i) in which districts of Bengal has difficulty .been experienced in 

the realisation of chaukidari taxes and union rates; and 

(ii) \^hat were the causes of this difficulty? 

(h) Are the difficulties that occurn^d in the districts of Midnapore^ 
and Birbhum fh connection with the realisation of chaukidari tax and 
union rates under section 37 of the Bengal Village tSelf-Govemment Act. 
1919, now over? ^ 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (n) (i) Difficulties in 

varyin^^ dc^^rees were experienced in practically tcvery district. 

(??) Vai ious causes have contributed but the main cause in all cases 
has ])een tin* effect of the spread of the non-co-operation movement. 

(b) The difficulties have been overcome in these districts. 

Building far the Chief Justioe of Bengal. 

*XXXII. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: {a) Will .the 
Ilon’lde tile Minister in charge of the Public AVorks Department be 
jdeased to state wliat the Government are going to do with the land 
and the liullding on it wdiich was being constructed for the Chief Justice 
of Ihuigal? ^ 

(h) Wliat lias b(*en the cost of construction of the building? 

{(') Have the contractors of the building been paid their dues? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The ])artially completed building and the area of 
land set ajiart as a compound for it have already been sold to the ]>arty 
vv'lio made the highest offer in lesponse to an advertisement in the public 
[iress. 

(h) Th(‘ sum paid to the contractors employed to construct the 
building, in full settlement of all demands, amounts to^Rs. 1,02,832. 

(c) Yes. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Alleged maltreatment of certain persons on the 24th December, 1921. 

1. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: {a) AVill tl^e Ilon’ble the Mem- 
ler in charge of the Political Department be jileaeed to^tate whether 
t is a fact lliat persons were arrested simply for selling hliadar^ crying 
lande-matarani or Cuindbi Moliaraj-hi-jai ()r‘'f()r asking people to close 
heir shops on the 24th December last? 

{})) If so, how many such persons were arrested up to date bofh in 
hilcutta and in the niufassal, respectively, since the inauguration of the 
laid policy? 

(c) Ts it a fact that in numerous cases persons were maltreated after 
heir arrest for politi('al offences? 

{d) Has the Ilon’ble the Member taken any steps to ascertain whether 
inch maltreatment has taken phu^e? If so, with what refllNts? 

(c) What punishment has b(‘en inflicted on the offender who is 
eporteci to have assaulted Principal Hferamba Chandra Maitra and also 







»)1 

on those sergeants and civil guards who are alleged to have assaulted 
innocent persons as for instance — 

(i) the assault in Cornwallis street near the Sadhuron Brahma Sainaj 
on a gentleman who is a iiej)hew of Professor Ilaniaiianda 
Chatarji, Editor of the Prahashi^ and who was a member of the 
Bengal Ambulance Corps in Mesopotamia, 

{ii) the assault by sergeant Xo. 129 on a gentleman for simply crying 
Bande-mataram as reported by Mr. K. lioy, a Professor of 
Bangabasi College, to the officer-iu-charge of Garatola thana 
* of Calcutta, and ^ 

{Hi) the assault committed on two volunteers by a civil guard and 
two Europeans as reported to Sir Frank Carter by 
Mr. U. N.Bose? 

The Hon’ble itr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) No. 

(h) The question does not arise. v 

(c) Xo. . 

{(J) Any cases in Vhich a complaint was lodged in the regular way 
have been investigated. In no case have allegations of maltreatment 
been substantiated, • 

(c) The view taken by Government on the incident connected with 
Principal Heramba Chandra ^faitra has been explained to the Council 
on previous occasions. With regard to the other iiuidents mentioned, 
(i) and (li) are not on record, while the third seems to be a case re]>orted 
unofficially to Sir Frank Carter in vluch he interviewed and warned the 
member of the Civil Guard concerned. 

1-A. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I be favoured with a 
nite an.sw’er to my question (c) ? 1 want to know wdiethei’ any 

punishment has been inflic-ted on the offender, and if so, what punish- 
ment? 

Th6 Hon’ble H« Lt STEPHENSON: 1 think the answer given is 
quite definite. The view’ taken by Government on this incichuit had 
alieidy been explained to the Council, and in view of that view’, no 
further answer is necessary. 

Bdbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: As reganls (c) the answer 

states that the member of tbe Civil Guard was interviewed and warned, 
may I ask whether this is adeejuate punishment for the offence com- 
mitted? 

This question w^as disallowed by the Deputy-President. 

Extension of service granted to Babu Ramesh Chandra Sen, formerly 
the Deputy Collector of Income-tax. 

2. NawabzfSa K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state — 
(i) the number of extensions gmnted to Babu Ramesh Ch^drji»Sen, 
Deputy Collector of Income-tax, Calcutta; 
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(u) the date on which his present extension expires ; and 
(in) what exceptional public grounds existed for granting him 
extensions^ 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
in conteni])lation to ap|>oint any Muhammadan officer in his place? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) (i) Babu Bamesh Chandra Sen 
has been giaiited a second extension of service for one year with effect 
from the 17th July, 1922. 

(ii) IGth July^ 1922. 

(Hi) Babu Itaffiesh Chandra Sen has specialized in income-tax work 
and his services are specially valuable in connection with the re-organi- 
saiion of the income-tax department. The Commissioner of Income- 
tax, Bengal, requested (Tovernmeut to grant him an extension in order 
that he might fill one of the newly-created posts of Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Income-tax. 

(b) The iH)st of Income-tax Deputy Collector formerly held by 
Babu liamesh Chandra Sen has been abolished. Appointments of Assist- 
ant (Jommissioner of Income-tax are made by the Commissioner of 
Income-tax subject to the previous approval of the Governor in Council. 
Cbnse(iueiitly the {piestiun does not arise. 

Expenditure for the reception of His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales. 

3. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : Will the Hou ble 

the Meitfljer in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay bn 
the lable a statement showing — 

(/) the total amount of exj)enditure incurred by this Government 
for the recej)tion of His Itoyal Highness the Prince of Wales; 
(il) ihe total amount of funds subscribed by the people of Bengal; 

, (Hi) from what head of the Budget grants this expenditure w’as 
met; and 

(rr) from what source it is proi>osed to make up the deficiency, if 
any? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (?) Rs. 3,13,869-3-8. 

(ii) Bs. 2,91,595-7-5. 

(Hi) Provision of Rs. 3,61,000 made for the purpose under 47. — 
Miscellaneous.’^ 

(iv) Does not arise. 

Calcutta University and Madhab Babul'feaiar. 

4 . Babu HEM CHANDRA N ASKER; (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Mttiister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
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the amount realised by the Calcutta University from Madhab Babu’s 
baxar since it was handed over to them P 

(6) Will the Hoii’ble the Minister be pleased to state how long^ the 
bazar will be continued in its present form? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when the 
conditions on which tha bazar was acquired for the University are likely 
to be fulfilled P 


KdlNISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Mr. P. C. Mitter): The University have replied ns follows: — 

Hs. 

(a) Grosn ReoeiptH from 16th August, 1921, to 28th February, 

1922 ... ... ... ... ... 13,002. 

Expeiidiluft ... ... ... ... 0,842. 

Net Rcceipta ... ... ... ... 6,160. 


(b) Many of the gqiiatters have vacated the market in pursuance of 
notices directing them to vacate the market before the 28th February, 
1922. vSteps are being taken for early demolition of the squatters’ sheds. 

(c) The market was ac(]uired by Government cm behalf of the Univer- 

sity for extension of University buildings. Plans for the proposed 
buildings have been submitted to Government foi* sanction. As soon 
as sanction is received, the construction of the biiildiugs will be taken in 
hand. • 


Number of Deputy Superintendents in Press. ^ 

5. Babu HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member iii charge of the Department of Finance* be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the Bengal Secretariat Press used to bo managed formerly 
by one Suj>erintendent and one Deputy 8upf‘rintendent ; ^ 

(u) that the J^rivate Secretary’s Press is now a separate establish- 
ment; and 

(Hi) that the Darjeeling* Branch Press has ceased to be a tour office 
press ? 

(h) If 80 , are the Government considering the desirability of reducing 
the number of Deputy Superintendents retaining one for the head 
oflBce and the other for the bran^ at Sealdah ? 

Tbs Hon’bis Sir JOHN KERR, (a) (i) Up to 1913, the Bengal Secre- 
tariat Press was under the supervision of one Superintendent and one 
Deputy Superin tendint. 

<u) Yes. It has been a separate establishment since 1908. 

(iii) Yes. It wag confirmed asm permanent establishmeiy; in 4908, 
and for some jears Tiefore this had ceased to be merely a tour office,^ 
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(h) In view of the' great increase in rc^cent yeafre of the work of the 
Secretariat Psess, and the need for careful supIrYisiol*'?^ the intricate 
and modern machinery that has been installed, Qoverniuent consider 
that no redmition in the number of Deputy Superintenaents is practicable. 

Capital grants to schools for building pif , 

6. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will % Hon'ble tb<< 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing separately^ for the last three yeai^i?,"^ tor 
Indian and European Schofds — 

(?) the number of applications received for capita^ grants for build- 
ing purposes; 

(ii) the number of applit^ations granted; and 
(/?/) what sums were granted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement is laid on the table. 
Statement referred to in tie reply to nuHarred question No, 6, 


Ilrt>lAN SCIIOOI.S. I Europkan bcuools. 




1919-?0. 

1920-Jl. 

1 

1918-19. 

19 19 '90. 

j 

1920-21. 

(i) Nmufd^ of*, applications 
received for capital 
grants for^ bnildiiig 
grants. 

227 

408 

.319 

.0 

20 ^ 

i 

j 

IT 

(ii) Numbfil)' of applications 
granted. 

79 

215 

118 

1!) 

14 i 

1 

12 

X . 

Us. 

Its. 

Kr. 


Its. 1 

Rs. 

(iii) Sums wliicli were 
granted. 

1,42,615 

1,83,639 

1 

1 ,811,626 j 

1 

1.46,662 

V 

2-,40.1«' 58,182 

1 ' 


Preventive measures for Gholera. 

7. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In view of the con- 
cluding remarks in paragrajdi 28 (section Vl) of Dr. Bentely’s Re{)ort on 
Sanitation in Bengal for the year 1918, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of liocal Self-Government be pleased to 
ascertain what measures, to secure the early notification of cases of 
cholera, ^nd.the disinfect inii or other safeguarding of polluted water- 
supplies, l^ve been;a4opted hy the district b6ard||ji ai least those dis- 
tricts which sufi'er th^*’ 4 nost frou^a high death-rati 
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Tbe Hon'bto 8ir|uRENORA NATH BANER^I'A : A atateiueni is 
laid OB the taWji. 

Persons dealt with 'iinder Criminal Procedure Code for ntMUical work. 

8. Rai HAKNORANATH OHAUDKURI: AVill th« Hon ble the 

Member in charpre f# the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing month by month — 

{i) the number of persons dealt with under section J0(), Criujinal 
, Procedure Code, for offences in connection with political work 

^ or activities duriinf the year ending 31st December, 1921 ; 
(n) the number of persons engaged in political work who were 
ordered to execute bonds under section 107, Criminal Proce- 
dure Code, for keeping the peace during the last year; 

(tit) tbe number of persons who, in connection with their political 
activity, \y*ie ordered to execute bonds under section 108, 
Criminal Procedure Code, for good behaviour during the 
last year; and 

(iv) the number of political workers who, having refused to give 
security under each of the above sections, were committed 
to prison during the last year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1'he information i|V the 
form desired is iif\t available. Up to 19ih December, lfl2l, there were 
(a) I22 cases under section 107, ('riminal l*rocedure <!ode, in connection 
with the Khflafat agitatiem and the non-co-opei^tion movement*, In 62 
of 4hese gases involving 271 persons orders for the execution ^bonthi 
were j>asscd ; and (h) in tin* same iHJriod there wej(‘ 19 oases instituted 
under section 108, Criminal Procedure Code. In 13 thesq oases 
involving 18 persons orders were passed for the execution of bonds foT 
good behaviour. ^ 

8A. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI 8 Will tin TTon ble th« 
Member be pleiucd to slate in how many of these 02 and 13 eases referred 
to in the answ'er to (juestion^8, were the }>erson8 committed to Jail for 
refusing to execii?^ these bonds? 

The Hon’bJe Mr. H. L. STEPHENSONS 1 want due notice of thaj 
question. / 

P^l^ns dealt with mider the Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

9. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI 8 Will the Hon ble th<K 
Member in charge of tin* Political Dei)artment be pleaded to lay on the 
table a statement showing district by district— 

(i) the number of persons arrested in p^suance of , the notifications 
under 4he Upmitial Law fl^m^ndment Act iufing niduths 
and December,, 1921, and January' 1922 ; and ^ 
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(ii) the number of them released unconditionally after having been 
sentenced to various terms of imprisonment^ but before the 
expiration of those terms ? 


The Hon’hle Mft Hi Li STEPHENSON: A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Staterniht referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 9, 


District 


Number of pereooi ar- 
rested during Nor- 
ember and December, 

Numb r of persfmi oonrlct*d under t'le Criminal 
Law Amendment Act wlio were uiioonditioaally 



1922. under the Ori* 
mmal Law Amend, 
ment Act. 

rcle-wed before expiration of the term of thoir 
imprisonment. H 

Bakargaiij 


104 

- 

Birbliuin 

... 

10 


Bogrtt 


110 


Calcutta 


5,5(19 

In Calcutta 1,195 jiersoiiH and all 

Oliittogoug 

• •• 

610 

juvcnIleR under 16 years of ag(> in 
tlie Alipore and Presidency Jails 

Dacca 

... 

448 

wore uiicouditioually released. 

Dinajpur 


2 


Faruipur 


640 


Ilowraii 

... 

266 

1 


JcBUpru ^ 


3 


* 

Midnaporo 


5 


Myinonaingh 


309 


Nadia 


30 


' Noakhali 

... 

60 


Pabna 


80 


Kajshalii 

... 

10 


Rangpur 


335 


Tipj)cra 


52 


24-Parg«na8 ... 

... 

202 



XOTK.— (l)%?o uiiowiltionAl reloase was made is a^ of the dlitrioti. 
^ (S) Then were do arreito io other dletriote. 
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Cholera mortality in ilamalpur and Tangail. 
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10. Babu BROilENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in (*lun«:e nf the Department of Local Self- 
Government la* pleased to make a statement showing — 

(/) the number of deaths in the last outbreak of cholera ; and 

(li) the number (d patients actually treated, 
in the several thanas in Tangail and Jamalpur? 

(h) lias any reiK)rt been made to the G<ivernment as to tlie cause of 
this unusual virulence of cholera in the above areas? 

(c) If so, what^ire the causes? 

The Hon’ble SirSbRENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) (i) A 

meiit is laid on the table. 

(n) ()n(* hundred and fift\ c ases treated at disjH*nsari(*s ; 5,000 

cases treated in their liomes b\ the Hen^al Public* Health Depaiiii'ent 
staff woikin^' in association with the* lh‘n^a] Soc ial Service* Leaffue. 
In: nr.ni'i’Ti h; Hianas is not available. 

• 

{ h) and (c) ltc‘poits on till's c*|)idemic' have* bc*e‘n submitt(‘d to (iovern- 
menl. d'he cpiestion of the alle^^ed unusual virplenc'e of this e])idemie 
was^not specially alluded to, ]>ut may be explained as follows: — 

(djolera occins every year in various parts of the Mymensin^di dis- 
trict and is spread in the usual manner o\Ain>r to the* unhyK-ienic practice 
of defiliu" the sources of water-supply by, for examjele, soiled clothc*s 
and excreta. In years of ample inundation and abundant rainfall, cholera 
does not become specijijly virulent bec-ause c*rops are j^oocl, the majority 
of the ]H*ojdc* wc*ll-fed. and the* watc*T -sup}>lv is also abundant. But when 
rainfall is deficient and inundation scanty, cro])s are poor and the i)eople 
are thus rendered spec ially lialde to ejiidemics, and the supply of water 
in tanks aiid streams bein^ less than usual, it follows tliat it is more liable 
to pollution. 

In the last cholera epidemic investi^^ation shows that cholera spread 
alonjf lines of communication, viz., roads, railways and navipfable 
streams, and there is little question that the improvement th.it has 
taken place in the two former means of communication in recent years 
has assisted ih the spread of cholera infection. 

Cholera is always spread by h^iman intercourse and travellers are 
often careless in the way in which ^ey pollute sources of water, “i\^ in 
regard to the quality of the water and food they consui^e. * 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (i) of unstarred ques- 
tion No, 10 showing cholera mortality in the Tangad and Jamafpur 
Subdivisions of the Mymensingh district for the period from Septem- 
her to December^ 1921, 


ThanM (Includlm oDtpo«t«.) | 

September. 

October. 

November. 

D cember. 

Tangail Subdivision — 

Taiigail 


643 


169 

Basail outpost 

“ 

840 

Nagnrpur 

... 

94 

354 

72 

Mirzapur 

Gopnlpur 

... 

128 

147 

20 

Madhupiir ... 


484 

773 

157 

Sarisaban 

5 

289 

303 

4 

Kulibati 

14 

247 

338 

70 

Gbatail 

Jamalpur SubdiviKion — 

Slierpur 

... 

) 

142 

1 

1 

1 

i 

199 

1 

i 

10 

1. 

Sribardi 

[ f)9 

1 119 

473 

268 

Nalitabari 

Uewauganj ... 

1 

I 

8 

29 

133 

Islfiinpiir 

Nokia 

Jamaipiir 

^ 27 

I 

j 

] 

204 

630 

131 

Malandalia ... 

[ 200 

603 

1,051 

138 

Madargaiij 

20 

280 

CM 

30 

Total 
« % 

354 

3,301 

5,679 

1,202 
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11. Babu BROilENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the 

Hou’ble the Minister in oharj^e of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be |>lcase(l to lay on the table a statement rej^ardin^ the recent out- 
break of cholera in the district of I^lymensingh and the stejis taken to 
combat it P 

The Horfble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The memW is 
referred to the reply to his (juestion relating to the Tan#?ail and tiamalpur 
subdivisions. 


Listeil posts open to Bengal Judicial 8ervice. 

12. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI; (a) Will the HonMde 
the Mi‘nih(*r in cliai^c of th(' ApjKimtuKMit Department ln‘ ph'ased to 
stat(‘ the number of jxist.s listed as open to the imunlu'is of th(‘ Ihuipil 
(hvil Service (Judicial) — 

(f) before 1915, 

(//) from 191b to 1920, and 
(in) after 1920? 

(h) l.s It a fact that th(‘ IToirble Mr. Abdul Majid while* he was the 
Lepal llciTK'mbraifccr of Assam was holding one of those* |K)sts? 

( c) Is it a fact that b\ (lie apjioint me^nt of the* llon’ble* Mi. Abelul 
Majid as an Kxeeiitive ( 'ouncilloi in .\ssam th?*ie* 1ms bee*n a xae-aiii’y 
in tdiose posts from the* ‘Ird January, 1921? 

( </) If the* answ(*r is in the* atfirmative*, will the* Hon’blc (he* Me*mber 
be ]»le*as(*d to state* how the* said vacaney has been fille*el up, iind whei 
has been apj>oiTite*d in the* jilace? 

(f) If the vacancN has not be*e*n fille*d up, will tlie Hein’blc the* 
Member 1 h* jJe'ased to»state the reasons, if any, for ke*e*pinf.t^ it vaceint 
for se> Ion**' a time? 

(/) When is the vacancy ^ ex|>ected to be filled up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHEN80N: [a) Ineludin^^ one post 
for Assam, the number of Judpreshijis liste*d as o|H*n tei members of the 
Beng“al Civil Service (Judicial) was — 

( ? ) before 191 5 — fi ve ; 

(ii) from 1915 to 1920 — six; and 
(in) after 1920 — six. 

(h) and (c) Yes. 

(d) The vacancy was filled up by the appointment of Mr. Girish 
Chandra Sen, a member of the Bengal Civil Servic-e (Judicial). 

(e) and (/) These questions do nof arise. 
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Pabna-Bogra settlement offloe. 

13. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of llevenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state — 

(?) when it is proposed to remove the Pabna-Bogra Settlement head 
office from Pabna town to Serajganj; 

(?/) whether it is contemplated, on the removal of the Pabna- 
Bogra Settlement head office to Serajganj, to leave an 
establishment at l^abna town for the convenience of the 
people of Pabna Sadar subdivision till the record-of-rights 
and settlement of rents under chapt(‘r X of the Bengal 
Tenan(;y Act are completed in all their slages; and 

(???) how far the settlement oj)erations hud i)rogressed at the end of 
February, 1922, in— 

(a) the Serajganj subdivision, and' 

(J)) (he distri(‘t of Bogra? 

MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE I (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); 

(/) It is projK)se(l to remo\o tin* ln‘a(l oflic<‘ of S{‘iajgaTij in the current 
moTith. 

(//) 31ie iittestation and disposal (d' objections horn Ihibna town 
and its neighbourhood will be carri('d on as at pri‘sent by an establish- 
ment statioiM'd in Pabna town. The local ])ubbc will also be allow’ed 
to file miscellan(‘oiis petitions and ]>etitions for coi)ies at the Ihubna 
office. 

As regards case work, cases undei* sections 105 and 100 of the Bengal 
T(‘nancy Act from tin* Pabna Sadar subdivision will be disjKised of at 
Pabna town and ])ossibly at other centres in the subdivision in accord- 
ance with rule 422 of the Suney and Sc'ttlement Manual, 1917. Arrange- 
ments will also be made to allow the parties to file their plaints in such 
cases at Pabna. 

(til) By the end of Kebruary the folloVving progress had been made 
in the areas named : — 

(u) Serajganj subdivision — 

Kistwar — 102 s(}uare miles. 

Khanapuri — 102 square miles. 

Bujharut — 75 siiuare miles. 

Attestation — 30 sijuare miles. 

(h) Bogra district — 

Kistwar — 907 square miles. 

^ Khanapuri — 734 square mjles. 

bujharat — 28 square miles. 
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14. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (^2^ Will 
the Hoii’hle the Minister in charge of (he Department of Local Self- 
(joverninent l)e pleased to state whether it is a fact that the newly- 
appointed Director of l*uldi(‘ Health Lahoratorv, llenj^al. is also to be 
the Public Analyst for Jh*n<;al? 

(/>) Is it a fact that in addition to this, the Dejiartinent have apiKunted 
the Senior (^heinical Assistant of the Bengal Public- Hc'alth Laluuatorv, 
Calcutta, as Public Analyst for the Dacc a Puldic' PTealth Laboratory and 
have theieby incurred an additicmal rcM urrinfr annual e\i>enditure of 
Rs. 1,‘JOO for juiyincnt of dut\ allowance to this official ^ 

The Hon’ble Cir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) and (h) It 

has l)(‘en dt‘cided that the Diiec-tor of the Public Hc*alth LalKiratory 
should be the Public Analyst tor Bcm^^al c‘xcludin^ (1) the Dacca and 
Chitta^Mii^*- division?^ and {'2) tlie Darjcudinj^ district. Thc‘ Senior 
Chc'inical Assistant of the Calcutta Laboratory has bc‘en ]da(‘(Ml in 
char^^‘ of the new Dacca Public Ilealtli Laboratory. It has bc‘en 
decided to api>oint him as Public Analyst for (he Dacca and Chitta- 
^ron^.; divisions, and in vi(‘-\\ of this incrc*asc‘d rc'sponsibility and of thc‘ 
fact that h(‘ will be in dirc'ct cliar<:(‘ of the* Dacca Laboratoiy, (lovein- 
ment have decided to frivc* him a spcM-ial allowance^ of Rs. bO jhu* nnm- 
sem. It is pr<)])^c*d that the- Medical Officer of Hcnilth, Darjeeling 
Municijiality , sliould be* Public AnaKst in tln^ Darj(*elin^- district, as 
the Municipality has alr(‘ad\ estalilislied a \^My com}»h*t(‘ ami up-to- 
date Tiuboratorv. 


Syllabuses for Primary and Middle Vernacular standards. 

15. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in chai>j-e of the Dc'paitment of Lducation 1 m- pleased to state 
whether the syllabu.ses foi' the juimary and middle vernacular stand- 
ards are under^'-oin^ revision ^ 

(h) If the answer is in tlfi* affirmative will the Iloi/ble the Minister 
be pleased to state when the* levised syllabuses are likely to be pub- 
lished ? 

Tho Hon bla Mr. P. c. MITTER: (a) and (h) A revisc-d curriculum 
of studies for primary schools in Bc*n^:al was approved in Government 
order No. 1665.Edn., dated Hith November, 19t>0. Since the publica- 
tion of this curriculum, Mr. Biss has made certain pro[K)sals in his 
Report on the ex])ansion and improvement of Primary Education, for 
co-ordination of the syllabuses for the secondary and primary schools. 
This may require a further modification of the revised syllabus in the 
near future. In the meantime iP is lieing considered whether* the 
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existing and the revised curricula should not be tried side by side 
for a year or so as an experiiiienial measure. Instructions are being 
issued U) InsjKH tors to the effect that the revised curricula will be 
inti'oduced fioni January, 1923, in all the divisions, but it is possible 
that the existing curricula will be retained in selected districts. 


Income and expenditure of a chaukidari union. 

16. Mr. BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: Will the Uon ble the 

M(>niber in cliurge of the Ihdice DepaHinent be pleased to state 
what was the inaxiniuin income of a chaukidari union under the Village 
Cliaukidari A(d, 1870, and wliat was the maximum amount of expendi- 
ture for office management and realisation of taxe*? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The income of a chauki- 
dan unioti varies according to the number of chaukidars. The amount 
to be raised by assessment is calculated according t(> rule 53 o? the 
riiaukidari Manual, a co]>y of which may 1 m‘ consulted in the ('ouncil 
Library. The maximum amount admissible for cost of collection is 
10 per cent, of the amount collected (rule 5] of tln^ Chaukidari Munuar;. 


Public Health Department. 

17. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: (,/) Vill the IJou hle 

the Minist(‘r in charge of the l)(‘j)artment of Local Sfdf-tioveiaiment he 
pleased to stale tin* supervision fe(‘.s charged bv the Public Works 
Depai'tment and by th(‘ Engineering IL'anch of the Public llea*tth 
l)(‘partment foi‘ contribution works executed in favouj' or local bodies P 

(h) Is there any difference in the (diargcs of those two Departments? 
If HO, why? 

{(') Will the Ilon’ble the Minister b(‘ plea.sisl to state the scales of 
the j>r(‘.senl ])ay of Enginetus and subordinates of Ipth the Deixirtments? 

{(I) Is there any difference in the scales? If so, why? 

(c) Is the lloirble the Minister aware that there exists a feeling of 
discontent and dis.satisfaction among the ^ engineers and subordinate 
staffs of the Engineering Bramdi of the Public Health Dejiartment for 
not Inaugurating the improvement of jray and prosp^nds of this Depart- 
ment as has been done in the Ihiblic Works Department? 

(/) Is it a fact that more than 50 per cent, of the staff of that Branch 
are tem|)orary? 

(p) Is it a fact that several persons having obtained technical 
knowledge and exj>evience in this Department have left it for l>etter 
pay and j)ros|)(*cts elsewhere? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Chief Engineer, 
Public Health De]mrtment, Bengal, is experiencing difficulties in get- 
ting 'good Qiien at the sanctioned pa/P 



1922 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


43 


(i) Will the Hon’ble the Minister \ye pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the reorganisation scheme of the Public Health Department 
showing how the sjime comjmrt^s with tliat of the Public Works 
Department ? 

(j) Is any reorganisation scheme prepared for the Publi(‘ Health 
Department ? 

(k) If so, will the Hon’ble tlu‘ Minister be pleased t(j state when 
the scheme is likely to tome into oi)erationy 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) and (h) The 

percentage charges for contribution works levied by the Tublic Works 
Department which are based on actuals for five years ai»* stated 
below : — 

Establishment ... ‘JH i)er cent. 

Tools and Plant ... H per cent. 

Audit and A(‘counts ... 1 i>er cent. 

24 ])(‘r cent. 

Tliis includes tin* cliargt's for tin' ])reparation of (b‘signs and esti- 
mates, as also for carrying out tin* })roj<‘ct and f(»r to(»ls and jdant. 
Under the old sanitaTv piojects rules, a charge (d lo tmm* cent, on sanc- 
tioned estimates was made for su|K*rvision by the Ibiblic Works 
Department and d^per cent, for pr(*parat ion of detailed »‘sliniates, draw- 
ings, specifications, etc., by the Sanitary Kiigimn^r. AVlnui the rules 
were revised in 1!)1(). it was decide<l tiiat the Sanitaiv Fi:gine<*r should 
carry out these projects, and a reduction in the charg(*s was iiiade under 
pariigTfiidi l(ScS5V of the Public Works Department ('od(* (oldl. Under 
rule 20 of the revised lailes, which are in fo!c<* now, a j»ei i (‘iitage charge 
of d ])er cent, is levied for detailed estimates, specific.it and diaw- 
ings, and under rub* 2S, a iH*rc(*ntage charge* ranging la^tween dj per 
cent, and H per (‘cut. is made for carrying out the project. Under i ule 
27, no charge is levied for the* services of the Uhief Engineer, Public 
Health Department, or his assistants for preparation of sk(*tch projects 
or for drawing materials and instruments. It will lx* seen, thei<*fore, 
that the charges were reduc(‘fT with a view to encouraging local bodies 
to embark on .sanitary projects. A copy of Municipal Dejiartment 
Circular No. 5TM., dated the 2drd May, 1911, is laid on the Library 
table. The scale of fees for su[)ervision of works under tlie Engineer- 
ing Branch, Public Health Dejiartment, were fixed with tin* intention 
that the fees so levied would ap]>roximately cover the cost of the su)H*r- 
vising establishments required, plus such fxirtion of the co.st of the 
head office establishments as could properly be charg(*d to the works. 
The question as to whether or not this intention is fully carried out 
will be re<^onsidered w’hen the department is reorganised and the pro- 
gramme of work to be carried out ^y it in future is mr>re definikcK 
settled. * 



44 QUESTIONS. [3rd July 

(c) For the scale of pay of the officers of the Puhlic Works Depart- 
meut, a refeieiice is invited to the }»aj)ers noted below ; — 

(1) Government of India, Resolution No. 264 E.A., dated Gth May, 

1920; 

(2) Public Works Department, Bengal, Resolution No. 2546, dated 

30th August, J920; 

(3) Public, Works Department, Bengal, Resolution No. 458 E., 

dated <Sth February, 1921; 

(4) I^ublic Works DepaHmeiit, Bengal, Resolution No. 468 E., 

dated 8th February, 1921; and 

(5) Public Works Dej)artment, Bengal, Resolution No. 1263 F., 

dated 4th April, 1921; 

(coj)ies of w'liicli are laid on the Library table) ; aijd for the superior 
service of the Engineering Branch of the Public Health Department 
the member is referred to India’s (hrcular No. IP.W. of the 29th 
March 1921 (a copy of vvhieh is laid on the Libiary table). Steps are 
being taken to give effect to this resolution. Tlie (piestion of revising 
the ])ay of the InU'rmediate and Subordinate Establishimuit of the 
Engin(*eiing Branch of the Public Health Department is still under 
the eonsidernt ion of (lovernment. 

(//) The answer is in the affirmative. The diffeience is due to tlie 
fact that the officers of the two Dej)artments have to j>erform diff'eient 
kinds of works. 

(c) The answer is in the affirmativ(*. ‘ 

Th(‘ delay in tin* case of su]>(*rior staff was dm^ to the ri'ceipt of the 
Government of India’s' orders nearly a year aftei’ the recei])t of the 
orders ndating to the offi<‘ers of the Public Works Dejiartment ^and 
in the ease* of the subordinate staff, tlu* issue of oiders regarding the 
similar staff in the Public AVorks DepaHment was awaited. 

(/) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(//) It is a fact that some officers have left the dejiartraent. 

(//) In some cases this is true, but the difficulty has not been so 
much in getting m(*n as keeping them when they have lieen trained and 
become valuable. 

(?) and (./) A co])y of Government of India’s Circular No. IP.W., 
dated 29th March, 1921, is laid on the Library table. Regarding the 
revision of jkiv of the intermediate and subordinate services of the 
Engineering Branch of the Public Health Department, the matter is 
still under the (‘onsideration of Government but orders are expected to 
issue shortly. 

(k) Partial effect to the scheme relating to the superior staff of the 
Engineenng Braiudi of the Public Health De]>artment has already been 
given, and as soon as the Government of India’s orders to the reference 
made by this Government are received full effect to the scheme will be 
giv^n. Regarding the intermediabe and subordinate staff the member 
is referrdB to the answer to clauses (t) and (;). 
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«« Ad valorem ” court-fees in Calcutta High Court, Original Side. 

IS. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Is the llon’hle the 
Member in eharg’e of the Judit'ial Department in a ])osition to sta<e 
the amount which nii^ht have been realised if ud valomn court-fees 
had been introduced in the Original Side of the Hi^h ('ourt diiring^ 
1920-21 and 1921-22? 

(6) Have tile (lovermiient taken any steps to introduce lui tuilorem 
court-fees in tlie Oricrinal Side of the Ili^rh Court? If so. with what 
result? If not, why not? 

The Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM S {<i) No. The nuunber is 
referred to ihv answei- ^*-iveii to the (|U<‘stio!i asktsl by llabu Surendra 
Nath Mallik on the sano* subject. 

{h) The matter is one for the (toviuimicnt of linlia and not foi- this 
Government. 


Newsp&pers subscribed to by Government. 

19. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: Will the Hon hh the 

Member in charfre of tin* Political Depai'tnicnt lx* pleased to state the 
niimlKM- of copitvs subscribed to by (iovernnn‘nt of the followinfs^ 
newspa]>ers : — 

Statesman, Kn^lishman, Indian Daily News, Bengab*e, Indian 
Minor, Amrita flazar Patrika, Servant, Nayak, and Basumati? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: A stat(‘m(‘nt showing the 
numbei’ oi copies of tin* newspaiM‘rs mentioneir v^hich aie subsciibed to 
bv^the Government direid is laid on the table. 

Stafenirnf referred to in the reply /e nnstarred (fuestuni j!>. 


Statesman • . . 

<if ntpie 
lakiMi 

Id 

Englishman 

... 13 

Indian Daily News 

. . 5 

Bengalee 

Id 

linlian Mirroi’ 

7 

Amrita Bazar Patiika 

Id 

Servant 

... f> 

Nayak 


Basumati . . 




District board grants to union committeos and union boards of 
Hooghly and Howrah. 

20. Babu FANINDRALAL Will the Hon’ble the Minister 

in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government l>e •pleased to 
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lay on the table a statement showing, union by union, the grants made 
by the district boards of Hooghly and Howrah to the union committees 
constituted under the Bengal Local Selt-(j(jveriiment Act of 1885, during 
the last year of the existem^e of such committees, and to the union 
boards which have since replaced them during the first year of their 
existence P 

• (b) In the latter case — 

(?) how much re])resents the graiits-in-aid, under section 45 of the 
Bengal Village Sell-Oovernment Act, V of 1919; and 
(ii) how much under the juoviso to section 45 of the same Act? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {n) Two state- 
ments showing the required infonnation are laid nt: the table. 

(h) The grants were made under section 45 of the Act without any 
reference to the i)r()viso to that section. 


StaUment referred to in the rejdy to clauHe {a) of imstarred question 
No. 2(i shou'ing the qranis made fnj the distrid hoards of flooghly 
and Howrah to union committees during the last year of the 
existence (i.e.y 1920-21) as such committees and to anion hoards 
which have since replaced those committees during the first year of 
their existence {1921-22). 

L— District Hoo(jhly. 


Nanii' of union which h»vc 

h.‘on icpliici-d b> union ho.irds. 


OrHiifH received fiom 
dmtrn t Ui irdh h\ 
union coinniitlcfH 
dm in^ the lust yc.ir (>f 
their existence. 


Urant.1 leceived from 
district lioarduhy 
union boiird>i dnpiiijf 
the first \etti of their 
exlstencu 




Kh. 


Hr. 

Pandua 

... 

801) 

' 

No grant was made 

Sripur Baligarli 


200 


to these union 
boards as each 

Roiiiclii 


( 

► of them ohtiiined 

Magra 




pound receipts 

Somra 




exceeding 
Hr 158. 

Diiaiuakhali 


214 


138 

l)lini»apara 


... 


118 

Gu[)tipara 


... 


250 

Chamlitola 

... 

445 


240 

Janni 


... 


50 

Haripal 


324 


no 

Begaiiipur 

... 

1,107 


375 

Slierkhala 


... 


60 

Bali 

• •• 

200 


140 


NOTB.—The Chairman of the district board reports that of the 14 union committees shown 
in coiiynn 1 some were converted into union b^rds in January 19?0 and that these boards 
received no gKini from the district board for the three months of the year 1920-21, the granU 
paid to them as union committees lieing continued. 
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Name of unionomnmitteM which have 
betio ra{>laoed by union boarils. 


OrwiiUi rcc« ived from 
district lio^rds bv 
union r iiniiiitt««s 
dtirii.g the l.«.st year of 
their flxiatence 

Gr.inta nvolred from 
district lioards by 
union Ixtaidt durlnt( 
the Ann year of their 
existence. 



Ita. 

Ba. 

Bankra 

... 

.50 

100 

Makardah 


ICO 

100 

Be-ri 


188 

lot) 

Dakitiii-Jliupardali 


54C 

IOC 

Kolora 

... 

188 

100 

Maliiary 


1C9 

100 

Narria 

... 

125 

100 

Domjur 


:i:j8 

100 

Uttar-Jliapardali ... 


331 

100 

Bally ^ ... 


188 

loo 

Lillooali 


1 25 

100 

Ja^^oclia 

... 

75 

100 

Suiitra^iiclii 


75 

100 

SanUrail 


100 

100 

Nalpore 


‘ifiO 

100 

Jluirehat 


50 

100 

Aiidnl 


75 

100 

Bel<iiil)i 


5ii 

100 

[).illi*y 


5o 

100 

Maiiik})!!! ... 


50 

loo 

Diitilagori 


50 

100 

Bagiiun 


G4C 

50C 

Uliil)eria 


2,234 

1 C52 

Jat;«MliHlipiir 


50 

100 

Siugti 


5(4 

100 

Paiipur (Bliaiidei-j|iii-lia) 

... 

no 

100 

Amta 

... 

388 

027 

Udaniarayanpur 


150 

100 

Bitrgacliia 


2C0 

100 

llaiilal- Aiiatjtabiili ... 

... 

ICO 

loo 

Pantipal 


2^0 

100 

Slu'krapaLi 


220 

100 

Majii 


100 

100 

Ja;:atl)allavpur 


400 

100 

Boiilwirislipiir 


75 

100 

Polgustia 


75 

100 

Qobindapur 

... 

50 

100 

Dheulpiir 


100 

100 

Jagei<liwar 


50 

100 

Paticlila 

... 

50 

100 
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21. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member iu of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 

lay on the table a statement showing in detail the income from the 
Dankuni Drainage canal (district Hooghly) under the following heads, 
from 1873 to 1921 

(i) Toll tax fiom the two sections, viz. — 

(1) l^ikirbagan to Bonderbil, and 

(2) Bonderbil to Jhankaria; 

(77) Fisheiies; and 

(77/) Spoil banks? 

(h) Is it a fact that tlie const ruction of tlie canal was carried out 
under the Hooghly and Burdwan Drainage Act, LSTl (Bengal Act V of 
1871), at the cost of the j)ro])rietors? 

(c) Is it a fact, as stated in tlH‘ Bengal District (Gazetteer, Hooghly, 
Volume XXIX, i>age 1()2, that th(‘ total cost with maintenance charge 
capitalised have be(‘n recoven'd from tin* pioprietors Indoi^* 1892? 

((]) Was there any ]n*ovision in th(‘ said Di'ainage Ar t of 1871 for 
the collection of tolls in the Dhankiini Drainage canal and the aj)propria- 
tion of th(‘ same by the Government? 

(c) What has been the cost of maintenance of the canal foi' the 
last three years? 

(/) Under what authority was the canal brought und(‘r the ojxu'a- 
tion of tln^ (finals Act,18f>4 (Bef.gal Act V of 1804)? 

(//) Is it a fact that all income derived from tlie canal, such • as 
fish(*ries, etc., belong to the ])ro]>rietors under s<M‘tion 49 of tlu^ Act 
of 1871 and that the (Tovernment is holding the same as trustees as 
provided in section 30 tluTeof? 

(//) Will the Hon’ble the Member be ]>leased to state whether any 
IK>rtion of the amount realised has Imhmi ])aid to the jiroprietors ? 

(7) If so, what is the amount and what are the names of the rec ijii- 
ents? 

(y) If not, what is the reason for regaining the same? 

(h) Is it a fact that a juirtion of the Bally khal from the river 
Hooghly to Bakirbagan is navigable? 

(/) Why is no toll levied in that portion of the Bally khal? 

( 7 /i) Why has not this jKirtion of the Bally khal been brought 
under the (huials Act, 1804 (Bengal Act V of 1864), along with the 
Dankuni Drainage canal? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The figures are as follows from 1907 to 1921: — 

(1) Pakirbagan to Bonderbil — Toll tax, Bs. 67,660; Fisheries, 

* ^ Rs. 17,695; Spoil banksT Rs. 33,280. 
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(2) Bonderbil to Jhaukariu — Toll tax, Its. 1,142; Fisheries, nil; 

Spoil banks, Its. 6,580. 

Prior to 1907, the revenue niana^einent of these khals was enrried 
out by the Colleetor of Hoo^hly and no figures are available in tho 
Public Works Department. 

(h) The answer is in the aflinnative. 

(r) The statement nMiuded in tlu* Ben<^al ])istii(‘t (la/A'lteer, 
Rooghly, Volume XXIX, is authoritative. 

(fj) The answer is in the negative. 

(r) The cost of maintcmanee of the Dankuni Draina^^* Woiks for 
the last 3 years was — 

• Ks. 

1918- 19 1,636 

1919- 20 ... r),3!)3 

1920- 21 " ... 3,20(> 

(/) By tin* declaration pui)lished in Bev(*nu(‘ l)(‘])artinenl notifica- 
tion dat(*d tlie ITtli Novcunber, 1S!M, und(‘r th(‘ provisions of (finals 
Act V of 18(i4, rule ('dh'dttd iidzvttc of the IStli N()veinb(*r, 1891, 
Part T, ])a^'‘e 975. 

{//) Tin' anvu(‘r to tin* first pait ot the (pn'stion is in the aHirnia- 
tive and to tin* .'«*cond ]»art in tin* in*^»‘ati\e Painl was held in trust 
under section 36 ot tin* A<t. but not r<‘((*ipts fioni fisln'iies 

{h) No. 

Tin* (|U(*stion d()(*s not aris(‘. 

( j) Idle receifds have b(‘(‘n adjusted aj^aiiist maintenance* charges 
under section 48 of Act VI of 1880 uhn h r(*p(*ah*d Act V of 1871. 

(/') Yes, tin’s is so. 

( /) Bee ause this channel has not b<*en d<*clured a navigable channel 
under the provisions of tin* ('anals Act, V of 1864. 

(?//) It has not be^n considered e\tK*di(*nt to declare the Bally khal 
a navijifable channel undei se'ction 2 ed' the Faiials Act, of 1864. 


Bengali shorthand writers. 

22. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Political l)eparfnn*nt be j)Ieas(‘d to lay on the table a 
statement showdnjr — 

(?) the total amount of remuneration ^iven to Mr. I). N. Sirif^haw 
who invented Ben<?ali shorthand in 1893; 

(ii) the total amount of salary drawn by him as Bengali short- 
hand teacher — 

{a) in the police train^g college; and 
yh) in the Government Commercial Institute: 
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{iit) the period for which he acted as a professor of the Govern- 
ment Commercial Institute; 

(ti;) how many students were under him; 

(i;) how many of them were j^iven a stii)end of Rs. 75 per mensem 
and for what period were such stii)ends given; 
ivi) how many of them became successful Bengali shorthand 
writers; and 

(vii) how many of them were given Government appointments on 
finishing their course? 

The Hcm'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (i) Mr D. N. Singhaw 
received an lionorarium of Ks. 1,000 in connection with his Manual 
of Bengali Phonography. The total amount of his emoluments in 
various posts from 1008 — 1020 is Us. 38,214. 

(it) (a) Rs. 28,875. 

{h) Rs. f),725. 

(777) 23rd Sei>tember, 1810, to 22nd September, 1920. 

{iv) Four. 

(7’) l\>ur for two years. 

(vi) Three. 

(rtV) Three. 


' Shalanga incident. 

23. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Hmrble the 
Member in charge of the Politictil Department aware that th(M(^ is a 
feeling in the count in regarding the reeioit eviMits that took ]>lae(‘ at 
Shalanga Hat, where some ]>eo]>h‘ an‘ leporttMl to have Iweii killed by 
the armed police and a large number wounded? 

(A) Has any judicial iiujuirv Ihhoi held into' the affair? If not, 
why not ? 

{(') If there was any judicial imiuiry, will the Hon’ble the Member 
be pleased to lay a copy of the rejKwt on the table? 

(d) Are the Government contemplating l>aying any compensation 
to the families of the killed and wounded? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a), iJ)) and (r) The report 
of the magisterial in([uiry into this incident together with the views 
of Government was juiblished with resolution No. 4599 P., dated the 
14th March, 1922, a copy of which is laid on the Library table. 

(d) The District Magistrate has been asked to report if in any case 
thejdeath or injury’ was caused in ^circumstances which would justify 
compensafion. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Ex-Chairman of AzimganJ Municipality. 

24. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Oejnirtmeiit of Local Self-(iovcrnment he pleased to 
state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the chairman and vic(*-chainnan of 
the New Board of the Aziniganj Municij)alit y in the district 
of Mnrshidahad were elecle<l on Hrd .laniiarv, 19‘.i‘2; 

(ii) whether it is a fact that mone\ is being still drawn by the 
ex-chairman from the Lalbagh sub-treasury; atid 

(m) whether it is a fact that the outgoing vu’e-chaiimau,, Babu 
Hari Das Ghosh, is still exercising the jH)wcr of vice- 
chairman ? 

(h) If so, what action are tlu‘ (io\ernment taking ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (o The 

answ’er is in the affinrtative. 

(/f) The Lalbagli sub-treasury have honour(*d cluMjues drawn by the 
fie facto chairman in charge, but no che()U(‘s ha\(‘ b(‘en diawn l)y the 
out-going chairman since tlu' n(‘W (‘hairmaii was gazetted During 
the j)eriod when the old chairman held office*, no ch(‘({U(*s signed by the 
new chaiinian weT(‘ r(*c(‘ive(l in the sub-ti (*asui n . 

(///) Tin* answ^‘r is in the negative*. 

{})) This does not arise. 


Public Health officers under district boards. 

25. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the lion hie the 
Minist(‘r in (‘hargi* of tin* Dej>ai t in(*n( of Local Sclf f Jovernmcnt he 
jileascd to stat(* what cxi)(*ii(lit nrc is iiM*iirn*d anriuall\ under tlie liead 
“Public Health” in its difVei-cnt blanches, namelv : — 

(i) Vaccination, 

(ri) Watcr-supj)ly, 

(ill) Sanitation, and 
(iv) Epidemic work? 

(h) Will the Hon’hlc the Minist(*i lx* ph*ase<l to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) tbe number of candidates who passed the D.H.P. Examination 

of the Calcutta Univeisity u}) to date; and 

(ii) how many of them joined the situation of District Health 

Officer under district hoards in Bengal? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister awaie that the district hoards find 
difficulty in securing the services of well-trained and specialised, 
officers P 
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(8) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of a feeling- that exists that 
there is misunderstanding between these officers and the loc>al authori- 
ties and that they do not receive facilities for doing any work of prac- 
tical value? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the Khulna district 
board has given its officer all facilities for work ? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that most of the district 
boards in Bengal are unable to discharge their respcjiisibilites in this 
matter owing to financial stress? 

(g) Are the Government eonsidering the desii ability of placing the 
Distri(!t Health Officer under the direct control of the departmental 
head ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (^ 7 ) The avail- 
able information regarding local bodies is contained in the statistical 
tables appended to the annual res(dutions of (iM)vernment reviewing 
the working of the district boards and municipalities and that regard- 
ing Government in the annual reinuts on sanitation and vaccination. 

{})) ii) From December, 19U1, up to date, -12 candidates have passed 
the D.IMT. Examination of the (^ilcutta University. 

(//) Eight(‘en pass(‘d 1). P, IT. candidates hav(‘ received u]) to date 
ap|)ointni(‘Tifs as Disti’ict lT<*allh Offic(‘rs und(‘r district l)()ards in 
Bengal. It is exfx'cted that the unfilled api>ointmeTits under the 
remaining district hoards will In* filh'd u]) from the last hati-h of nine 
D.P.H. candidates some of whom have already applied. 

(c) Idle answer is in the affirmative. The whole demand for (he 
services of (jualifi(Ml h(*alth officcns could be satisfied only gradually. 
Some of th(' jiassed candidates held or took u]) service in tin* Bengal 
Public Health Department, Bengal-Nag]>iir Bail way, Ualcutta Uor])ora- 
tion, Munici]»alities (first chassl (U' remained in ]u-ivat(* ]>ractice. ft 
is expect<'d, how(‘ver, that the full demand for (jvialified candidates for 
health officers under district boards will be met from those who ‘Will 
appear at the next D.P.H. Examination. 

{(1) A few cases of distri(*t boards not <uicouraging the activities 
of their health oflicers have come to notice. It is ho]H‘d that with 
longer (‘X]M'rience of each other, both sides will combine to improve 
the sanitation of their areas. 

(p) The specially good health work in the Khulna district done 
by the health officer has been noticed. 

(/) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(g) The question of provincialization of the local health services 
was considered by the Bengal Sanitary Reorganization Committee. It 
-'has been ^decided that the services, of District Health Officers should 
not be provincialised. 
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26. BabU NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon^ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Iit>cal Self-Government 1 k^ pleased 
to state whether he is aware of the decrease of population in the district 
of JessoreP 

(h) Have the Government arriveil at any conclusion that it is due 
to malaria? 

(r) What present action do the Government contemplate taking to 
stop this falling off of the iK)pulation ? 

(d) Will there he any anti-malarial works undertaken in the dis- 
trict in the next year? 

(e) Will there 1:)e any new works under the Sanitary ])rainag(‘ Act 
for the reclamation of the hi'l area? 

(/) Will there he any help given to the district hoard hv the Gov- 
eniinent for the free distribution of (juinine to tlie ]>oor villagers? 

(//) Does the Hon.’hle the Minister rememlxu- that th(‘ -lessoic* dis- 
trict hoard iTpcommended the reclamation of tin* liil JioronaJ in the 
Nurail subdivision at their conference at which the Hon’hh* tin* Minis- 
ter was also present? 

(//) Will the Hon’hle the Minister he pleased to state wlndln*?’ the 

reclamation of this hil will begin from next year? If not, why not? 

# 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (<i) The answer 
is in the affirmative. • 

Mortality from malaria is not separately recorded hut is 
included in the figure showing deaths from fever. During the |)t'riod of 
five years from 1916—20, about 82 per cent, of the total mortality figures 
represented deaths fiom fever, including malaria. 

(c) The following anti-malarial schemes have Ixsm taken up, 
viz.. Anil and Jahuna schemes. IVeliminary surveys with regard 
to the following anti-malarial schemes have ixUo been made, viz. 

(7) Harihai Mukteswar, (2) Ilhairah, (.‘D Betna Kodla, and (4) Dienida 
Banir. Grants are also given from provincial revenues for the free 
dislrihution of quinine. 

(d) The Arul Bil and Jahuna schemes will be coritimied cliirinp the 
current year. 

(f) The district board of Jessore may take up new works under 
the Betifral Apricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act. which has 
superseded the old Sanitary Drainap^e Act. 

(f) Grants are made every year from provincial revenues for the 
free distribution of quinine in limited quantities. Additional provi- 
sion for Rs. 60,000 is made this year in the Supplementary Budget. 

(n) and (h) The member recently wrote to the Minister ^.r I^riPhl 
Self-Government regarding this project and an inquiry has been made 
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as to whether the Jessore district board is prepared to proceed with 
this scheme under the Benpral Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement 
Act. The matter is under the consideration of the district board. 

Circle officers of Tippera Sadar subdivision. 

27. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) With reference to the 
answer ^^iven to unslarred (juestion No. 2 for the meetiripf of the 21st 
November, 1921, and No. 137 for the 20th February, 1922, will the 
Ifon’hl(‘ the Minister ifi cliar^e of th(‘ department of Local Self-Gov- 
eniment ])e pleased to state — 

(i) who were those* ftnir eiicle officers who weie posted in the 
Sadar subdivision ; 

(77) who amon^?*s1 them left the subdivision ; and 
(777) when did they leave? 

(//) Is the Tlon’ble the Minister aware tluit the south subdivision of 
TipjKU’a is disturbed by tin* non-c-o-operation movement? 

(c) Are the Government (tonsideiing the desirability of postirjg a 
Muhammadan circle oflicer there? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (r/) (?) (/) M. 

Uakibuddin Ahmed. (2) Arshud Ali. (J) M. Siddique Ahmed. 
('/) M. Amir Ali. 

(//) No. 1 died on tlie 1st February, 1922. 

No. 2 and No. 3 left the subdivision. 

(///) No. 2 on March, 1914. 

No. 3 on bill hb'bruarv 1921. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) Tht* answei- is in the neg'ative. 


Travelling allowances of circle officers. 

28. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: {a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in cliarjre of the A])pointment Ib'paitment be pleased to state — 

(1) whether the circle officers ^^et a fixed travelling allowance; 
(n) whether it is a fact that they have to tour at least for 20 days 
in the mouth to enable them to draw the allowance; and 
(in') whether it is not a fact that they do not get the allowance or 
any |>ortion of it if the total number of days on tour falls 
short of 20 days in the month ? ^ 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of allow- 
theqj a proportionate allowanoe for the days on tour when they 
fall short of 20 days? 
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TIM Hon’ble Mr. H, L. STEPHENSON: (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) and (iii) The fixed allowance is calculated on the assumption 
that a normal month’s touring will consist of 20 days. It is the duty 
of the District Officer to satisfy himself from a scrutiny of tour diaries 
that touring does not fall short of this j>eriod without good reason, 
and it is open to the District Officer who is not so satisfied to deduct 
such amount al he thinks fit from a cinde officer’s travelling allowance* 
hill. Unless this is done, however, a circle officer will lu‘ entith'd to 
draw the allowance, even though his touring falls short of 21) days. 

(h) In the circumstances explained, this is not necessary. 

Disorders and derailments on Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway. 

29. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: {a) Will the lion hie 
the Minister in charge of the Dei>artment of Public Wtoks he 
pleased to state whether the following disorders occurred in tlic llara- 
set-Basirhat Light Railway in the course of a few weeks : — 

(/) the engine of the Express train was derailed at tli(‘ |M)inl gate 
of Pattipnker station on the 2drd Deceniher, 1921 ; 

(??) the engine of the 2-l)own was derailed at tin* point gale of 
Rajarha^-Bishnupur on the 24th January, 1922: 

(in) the engine of the l-Up was derailed at the point gate of Ihitti- 
piiker station on tlie 4th h'ehruary, 11)22; 

(iv) the machinery of the engine of the d-U]» was dislocated while 
running hctw'cen the hth a ml 7th mile and tin* train was 
detained for half-an-hour on the ISth Fehruarv, 1922? 

(h) If so, what steps, if any, an* tin* (jovernment conIcnijJating 
taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble the NEwab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (a) (i) Yes; except that the (‘Iigine was drawing an 
empty rake of vehicles and not ^in Express train. 

(ii) Yes; the engine was engaged in shunting at the time of the 
derailment. 

(iii) Yes; except that the derailment occumnl on the Gth and not 
on the 4th February, 1922. The engine was engaged in shunting at 
the time. 

(iv) Nothing is known of any detention to train No. 3-Up on the 
18th February, 1922. 

(6) Necessary departmental inquiries were held on each occasion, 
and disciplinary action was taken when employes were found to l)e at 
fault. Government do not proiwse take any further action^ in tire- 
matter. 
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29A. Rfli HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIs With reference to 

para, (b) to answer 29, are tlie Government in a position to state what 
action has been taken in each of the above cases? 


The Hon’hle the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI. 
Khan Bahadur: I must have notice of that question. 


Tax on foreign liquor, 

30, Colonel A, J. PUGH: (a) Will the TTon’ble the Minister in 
chaif^^e of the l)ei)artment ol A^nicultiire ami Industries be pleased to 
state when it was decided to impost* an excise tax of 2 annas ]ier bottle 
f)Ti whisky and wines and Cl jties ])(*r Indtle on beer over and above the 
increased custom duties as f7t)ni the 1st A]>ril, 1922. 

(b) What additional yield does he ex])ect to f,M*t from the tax? 

(r) Is the Ilon'hh* the Minister awaie that in introducing the 
Bu(U»’et in the Indian Le^'islative Assembly, the ITon’hle the Finance 
Mt'mbe]' stated that, as i(‘^ards ah* and bcj'i', li(jut>rs and s])ii’its, although 
the Governim'iit of India would have prc'ferred to hav(* waited another 
year befoie raisiiifr the duties further, th(*v could not afl'ord to ne<;leci 
any possible* increase of r(‘veTiU(* in the coming’ year, how(*ver small— 
moieover, when they were pT'oposinf^- heavy additioTjal taxation, affect- 
many necessaries of life, they thought it was all the more impera- 
tive* to take from alcohed tbr mn.rniivw revenue |K)ssibl('? They accord- 
ing“ly proposed an in(‘rease of appioximately 22 jH'r cent, in the duties 
on all alcolndic liepiors? 

{(1) Are the Government reconsidering the (piestioTi of the advis- 
ability of im|K>sin^' this excise tax or duty? 

(c) Will the Ilon’hh* the Minister be jdeased to state what is the 
policy of the Government with re;j:ard to the addition of excise duties 
or taxes? 

(/) Will the non’ble the Minister l)e ]deased to pive a list of the 
licenses that have- been recently canceled and the len^^th of notice 
driven to the licensees before cancellation? 

The Han’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; {a) It was decided on the 15th March last that an 
Excise license tax of 2 annas per bottle of whisky and wines and 6 pies 
per bottle of bwr would be levied from 1st April, 1922, in place of the 
annual fixed license-tax or auction license-tax. 

{b) It is expected that the additional yield from the new system of 
assessment will amount to about lakhs of rupees. The change in 
the system of assessment was made not so much with a view to obtain 
' mere revenue from sudi liquors afPto put the license system on a satis- 
factory and equitable basis. 
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(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) The policy of Ooveninieiit, so fur as li<'eiise fees are coTicerned, 
is to introduce a fixed fee system in jdace of the systenm pieviously in 
force. 

(/) No excise licenses have been Kiven to the f(dlowin>r firms:— 

(1) Graham & (\). 

(2) T. Mackillican & (\). 

(8^ (haiida^p Moir (\)., Tiid. 

M) Jeemi & (^o. 

(5) Alinuity & Go. 

(G) B. G, Gorio A Co. 

(T) & Co. 

(S) Holland Bombay Trad in Go., T,td. 

(O'! MolK*rlpy & Co. 

(10) Alexander Tapissier, Tdd. 

(11) Stoll, Earl & Go., litd. 

(12) Goodwin Smith Go. 

(18) Sero^^rie Brothers. 

(14) E. Kemball t.'t (V>. 

(Ih) Smitli b’roster Go. 

(IG) Suzuki & (V). 

(17) Andrew, Ifnle & (\). 


Several of these firms had no stock on Isi April last, while others 
\\hieh had small stocks have Immmi o‘i\(‘n ]x*rmi#sion and time to dis- 
posetfif these. No firm held lar^»'e stocks. 


Jessore water-works. 

31. Babu NALINI NATH ROYs (d) Will the ITon’hlc the Minis- 
ter in charpfe of the Department of Local Self-Government he jihnised 
o state whether there was any proj(‘ct for extension of watm-works in 
he district of Jessore at an estimatixl cost of about Bs. 42,000. 

(h) If so, why no extension work were started? 

(r) Are the Government aware that tlie pre.sent water-works are 
:on.sidered defective and inconvenient? 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
teps to complete the work? 

The Hon’hle Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A sketch 
►reject for extending the catchment area of this water-works was ])re- 
►ared and forwarded to the Municipality on 18th November, 1910. 

(h) The scheme was adopt(»d at the adjourned meeting of the Gom- 
tiissioners of the Jessore Municipality held on 20th November, 1 0*^ 
nd was sent to the Magistrate with an application for Go^rnmenl 
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assisiance on 17th Febiiiary, 1921. It was forwarded by the lafter to 
the Conimissiouer of tbe Presidency Division on the 25th May, 1921, 
and received in the office of the Sanitary Board on the 28th February, 
1922. The Commissioner was opposed to the acquisition of certain 
lihai mfihal land for the water-works and i)endingf discussion of this 
question, the scheme was not forwarded. There has moreover been 
,some difficulty as re^^ards the financing of a loan by the Municipal Com- 
missioners for the work. 

(r) There is no serious defect in the works. The Chief Engineer, 
Public Trcaltli Department, states that the quantity of water has been 
insufficient chiefly because tlie calchment area has been neglected; it 
lias now become a jungle from which water does not flow easily into the 
tanks. The filtration has been fre(|uently inefficioit owing to a lack 
of supervision and the recommendations made by the insi)ecting officers 
of ibe Public Health Department have not been carried out. 

(fJ) (Government are corresponding with the Commissioners regard- 
ing tb(' ]’(‘cent ]>ro])osals put forward by the latier. 


Non-entry, in Quarterly Civi!l List, of time-scale pay of 
Bengal Judicial Service. 

32. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI; (a) Will the Hon ble the 

M<*mb(‘r in charge of the Judicial Dei>artment be pleased to state the 
r(»asons, if any, why entries in the Bengal Quarterly Civil List have 
not b(‘en made in resppct of the Bengal (b’vil Service (Judicial) by show- 
ing tile time-scale pav of each individual miunber of the said s(‘rvice, 
altlouigli the m(‘mberi< of that service have been drawing their time- 
scal(‘ fi’om the last (juarter of 1920? 

{})) Is il a fact that in all other services wdiere time-scale of pay 
lias b(‘en introduced, including those services wliere it wias introduced 
after tbe intnvduction in the Bengal Civil Sendee (Judicial), the 
entries showing the time-scale pay have been 'made in the list? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Memlier awiire that as a result of not making 
su(‘h (‘iitiies one member of the service is unable to know the pay now 
drawn by any other member of his service, and that it has had the 
effect of not allowing intending candidates for the said service to know 
the rates of jiay of the }>resent set of officers? 

The Hori’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Pressure of work in the 
Judicial Dejiartment and the office of the Accountant-General prevented 
the revision being taken up earlier. The pay of the officers will appear 
in the list to be issued in July. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Pi obably this is so, but any one de.siring to do so could calcu- 
the pay approximately with lyeferenoe to the years* service of an 
officer afid the published time-scAle. 
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Travellifig allowances of circle officers. 

3S. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the l)ej)artnient of Loiul Self-Gov- 
emment be pleust'd to state whether it is a fact that the (Tovernment of 
Bengal have fixed, for the eirele offieers. Its. ‘Jo as a special allowance 
and a daily allowance at the rat(*s jwovided in e\cei>tion (//) to article 
1063 of the Civil Service Regulatitnis for the officers of the Settle- 
ment Department ? 

(h) Ts it a fact that the resolution No. 43})T A., dated the 9th 
June, 1921, does away with tin* s|>f*cial allowance altogether by sub- 
stituting a house allowance of Hs. 2b until free (piarters aie provided 
by the Government? 

(c) Are the (?overnnieni awan* that the nssolution has the (‘ffect 
of stopping the mileage which used to la* drawn by the (uhle officers? 

{(I) Is the Hon’ble the Minist(‘r aware that a feeling of discontent 
exists amongst the circh* officers owing to the introduction of the new 
rules regarding travelling allowanc(*s? 

(e) What were the recommendations of tin* District Administra- 
tion Committee in their refxirt as to the trav(‘lling allowances of tin* 
circle officers? 

(J) Will th(* ITon’ble the Minister be plcas(‘d to state what effect, 
if any, has been given to those rc'conimendations? 

{(j) What is Mie area geiierally plac(‘d in (*harg(* of a circle* oflicc'i ? 

(//) What is the average nuniln'r of union boaids which a c‘irc*h‘ 
officer has to su|>ervise? • 

(/) Will the Hon’ble fin* Minister be* ])b*ased to state* wb(‘tln‘r aii\ 
s|>(*ical allowaiK'es are given to the Sub-Dc*i]>uty (b)llc*c f ors in the Sc*tth'- 
ment and (V>-c)perativ(* Dc*partnic‘nt. b(*sidcs trav(‘lliiig allowances? 

(;) If so, what is the natiiic* of such allowances? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n), (h), (c), 

(c) and (/) (fircle officers foinicrly rc*ceiv(*d a local allowance' of Its. 2b 
a month and daily allowance, wliile on tour, at bO jeer cent, in exc*c*ss 
of the rates ordinarily admissible. Tbc* Bengal District Administra- 
tion Committee recommendefi that circle officaus should be* given free 
quarters and a local allowance of Rs. 7b fH*r mensem, but no travelling* 
allowances for journeys within their circ'les. This allowance was, 
however, subjer't to mrKlification in the c*ase of watc‘r districts for 
which a local allowance of Rs. bO and a sufficient boat allowance*, vary- 
ing according to the circumstances of. tlie district, was rec*ommendc*d. 
After a full consideration of the matter, Government in thc*ir resolu- 
tion No. 4397 A., dated the 9th June, 1921, prescrilH*cl the following 
scale of allowances for circle officers : — 

(1) House allowance of Rs. 2b a month; 

(2) (i) liocal allowance of Rsn 7b a month in rivej disfTTTTF^ 

including -boat allowance, and 
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(n) Local allowance of Rs. 50 a month in other districts. 

The house allowance will be continued only so long as quarters are 
not provided for circle officers. 

(cJ) Government have received several representations in the matter. 

{(/) and (h) To ensure close and efficient sui:>eiwision the object has 
been to jdace 30 millions approximately in charge of a circle officer. 
T)ie area thus placed under each officers varies from district to district 
a(^(;ording to the size of the unions. 

(?•) Yes. 

(j) A duty allowance of Rs. 50 per mensem. 


Crant-in-aid under << 41.— Civil Works.” 

34. Babu NALINI NATH ROY; Will the Ilon’ble the Ministei 
in charge of th(‘ Department of Public Woiks be pleased to state 
where and how the money (Rs. 11,31,000) under head “ 41. — C^ivil 
Works ” (transferred) — “ Grant-in-aid,’^ has been distributed? 

Tho Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The sum of Rs. 11,31,000 has been provided to meet 
the following demands and will be allotted in due course; 


Details of Rs. 11,31,000 under “ 1^1. —Civil Works— Grants in aid ” 
for 192:1-23. 

Kh. 


Grants to Dintrict Funds representing G per cent, on collections 


from (i')vcrnincnt cstajes for road worts ... ... 77,000 

Augncntal ion i;rantH to i)i8'rict Hoards ... ... ... 8,00,400 

Grant to District Hoard, llooghly, for construction of road ... 80f 

Foi nainding ... ••• ••• ••• -205 


Total ... 8,84,000 


(5 rant to Klmlna Municipality for road works 

Grsnt to Uanagluit Municipality ... ... ^ 

Grant to Calcutta Municipality— 

For road works 
For rent of Hastings 
For iinproveineiit in official quarters 
Grant to Mursliidabad Municipality 
Grant to Naraingauj Municipality for road works 
Grant to Knglisli Bazar Municipality for loss of ferry receipts ... 
Grant to Calcutta Improvement Trust 
Grant to Muhammadan Burial Board 

Grant to Commissioners of Division# and Magistrates for petty 
local works of improvement 
For rounding 


737 

500 

2,204 

4,772 

5.000 

3.000 
1,500 

650 

1,50,000 

3,000 

76,000 

-963 


... 2,47,000 


... 11,31,000 


Total 

•* Grand Total 



1922.] QUESTIONS. 

Scheme for the recruitment of officers for certain services. 


61 


35. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: {a) Will the Hoirble 

the Member in charge of the Appointment IX'partment he pleased to 
state whether there is any draft scheme ready for the recruitment of 
officers in the next year for the — 

(i) Provincial Executive Service; 

(tV) Provincial Police Service; 

(in) Department of Excise? 

(h) If so, will the ITon’hh* tht‘ Memlu*r Ix' ph‘ased to la\ tlu‘ draft 
scheme on the table foi‘ the information of tlie ('ouiicil? 

{(') Are the (jj^iveiimient considei'injr th(‘ desirability of ])r(‘sent inj»‘ 
such schemes for discussion and (‘onsideratioif by th(‘ Oouncil before 
final adoption P 

The Hon’bleMr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (n), (h) and (r) Govemment 
have sanctioned a sclieme for the n‘ciuilm(‘nt of ofliccrs for the lh‘n^»‘al 
(hvil Service, the Ben^’al Police Service* and th(‘ Dejiartmmit of Excise, 
and the menib(*r is refernsl to the lules jiublisinsl at pa^^’cs lOhl-tiO of 
the Calcutta (lazettc, Pait I, of the 7th dune, 1922. 

Appointment; of Government pleaders and public prosecutors. 

36. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the llon’ble the 
Meinlier in chai’j^*e of the Judnaal l)c]>ai t ment *Im* jdeased to stati* — 

*(/) the procedure ^<*nerall> follov\c*d in fultillin^i: up th(‘ jiosts of 
Governmenti ])lea<iers and public juosccutors in districts; 

(?/) whether in each case tin* vacancy is adNcrtiscd and whetln*!' a 
deji^ree in Law and .some exjH*rience in tin* distiict an* con- 
sidered to be es.s(‘ntial (jualifiiat ions in tin* candidates foi 
such vacan#i(*s; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact tliat the ]K)st of tin* Gov(‘rninent pleader 
has fallen vacant in Burdwan, and 

(ir) if so, whether any ifotice of the vacancy was pfiven to the 
local bar irivitinp- candidate.s for the appointment? 

(h) If the notice of the vacamy ref<*rred to in (a) (tr) was not pfiveii 
to the local bar, are the Government consid(*rinp^ tin* d(*sirability of 
causinpr the vacancy to be duly advertised before acc(*i>tinp’ any recom- 
mendation made by the local authorities? 

The Hofl’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (/) and (II) The menib(*r is infer- 
red to rule 147 of the Civil Suit Kules, (diapter IX, which runs as 
follows : — 

“ Whenever the office of Governeient pleader is vacant, tlie ColW— 
tor shall, in consultation with the Sessions Judge, nominate a qualified 
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pleader for the appoinlmeDt and submit the papers, through the Com- 
missioner, to tlie Legal Remembrancer, who shall forward them to 
the Local Government with his recommendations.^^ 

(m) Yes. 

(iv) The answer is in the negative. 

(h) No. 


Residence of Chief Justice. 

37. Colonel A. J. PUGH: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to say whether the-Gov- 
ernimmt of India have expressed an oj)inioii lhai ap official residence 
should be ])rovided for the Chief Justice of Bengal? 

(h) Are the Local Goveinmenf considering the desii'ability of recom- 
mending to the Bengal liOgislative Council that an official residence 
should he provided for the (Jiief Justice of Bengal as soon as funds are 
available and that until such time a suitable house should be taken on 
lease by the Government of Bengal for a Chif'f Justice’s residence? 

(c) Are the Government aware that thei'e is coTisideral)le difficulty 
in finding suitable accommodation for the Chief Justice of Bengal in 
(hilcutta? 

(d) Is it correct that No. T, Middleton Street, .was scdieduled for 
acquisition for an official residence for the Chief Justice of Bengal and 
the necessary declaration was published in the Gazette? 

(c) Why was the ac(|uisition of this house abumloned, and at w'hose 
instance, and for what reason? 

(f) Is it correct that the Government of India recommended to the 
Government of Bengal not to ac(piire No. T, Middleton Street, but to 
build a house for the (’hief Justice^ of Bengal on the Bora bazar site 
instead ? 

{(/) Which of the above two alternatives was estimated to be the 
cheaj)er P 

{h) What stei)s are the Government proposing taking in the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR*RAHIM: {a) The Government of India 
accorded administrative sanction to the provision of an official residence 
for the Hon’ble the Chief Justice and to the purchase of No. 7, Middle- 
ton Street, for the purpose. 

(h) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) Yes. Government are aware that the housing problem in Cal- 
cutta is very acute for some time past and there is difficulty in finding 
^ agitable accommodation for high officials of Government. 

{d) Yes. 
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(e) The proposed acquisition of No. 7, Middleton 'Street, was 
abandoned as Government was advised during the preliminary impiiries 
connected with the acquisition that the award would be seriously con- 
tested and enhanced. This was represented to the GovernnuMit of 
India and they left the question of an ollic ial residence for tht‘ (Miief 
Justice of Bengal entirely to this Goveniment. It was then decided 
to build a house for him on the Porabazar site. ^ 

(/) No; the Government of India sanctiomMl the purchase of No. 7, 
Middleton Street, and when this proi)Osnl was abandoned, this (lovern- 
ment initiated the scheme for building a house at Porabazar sit(^ 
(,g) The accpiisition of No. 7, Middleton Stret't, was cheaper. 

(//) Government do not proi>ose to take any sl<‘ps in the matter at 
present. 


Calcutta Research Taiifiery. 

38. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the llon’ble the Minister in 
(‘barge of the Deixirtmeiit of Agriculture and Industrie's b(‘ ])leas(‘d to 
state what revenue Governinent derive by selling tlnj outturn from 
the Calcutta Research Tannery? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur .^The reveniU' I’ealised by selling tlu’^ out turn from the 
Calcutta Research Tannery is shown below: — 

In 1920-21, Rs, 0,283; in 1921-22, Us. 19^700: thus making a total 
of Rs. 25,983. 


Superintendents of Industries. 

39. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the Hon ble 

the Ministei in char^n* of the ])ej)artment of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to lay on the table a stat-ement showing — ■ 

(i) the qualifications ne(‘essary for the ap|X)intment to the jKists of 
Superintendent of Industries; and 
(m) the (qualifications of the pre.sent incumbents? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (?) The meml>er is referred to the rejdy giv^ui to 
unstarred (question No. 146(a) asked by Maulvi A. II. M. Wazir Ali at 
the meeting of the Council held on the f31st August, 1921. 

(it) The member is referred to the statement showing the :iunlifi(‘a- 
tions of these oflBcers furnished in reply to starred question No. 11 Ht/) 
and (c) asked by Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur at the meeting of 
the Council held on the 1st Apri^ 1921. The designation “ 

Officer ** has since been changed to Superintendent of IndAtries.^^ 
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40. Mr. W. L. TRAVERSs Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state what i)rogreHS has been made of the projected experimental farm 
at Jalpaiguri, for which an allotment was made for preliminary expendi- 
tui^e and a site chosen some time agoP 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs Administrative aj)pr(>val has been accorded to the con- 
struction of tile buildings, etc., for the projxised agricultural farm at 
Mainaguri in the district of Jaljiaigiiri at an estimated cost of Rs. 46,000 
It will not be ixissible to start the building work duirng the current 
financial year but it is ho|)ed to proceed with the work next year if funds 
are available. 


Secret societies. 

41. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (./) Will the Hon’ble the 
Mem tier in charge of tlie l\)lic(‘ Department be pleased to state whether 
any steps have l)een taken to obtain from Mr. S. R. Das, m.l.c., the 
names of the secret societies and of jMU'sons forming secret societies, to 
which he is rei>orted to have referred at the last session of the Bengal 
Legislative (-ouncil? 

(fj) Will the TIon’ble the Member l>e jdeased to state whether Gov- 
ernment had or has any indeiKuident information about the i)er8ons^or 
secret sociidies referred to in clause (f/)? 

(r) If the answ(‘r to clause (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble 
the Mmnlier be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the 
names and activities of these i>ersons and of the secret societies? 

(J) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be jdeased to state, what action 
has been taken with regard to the activities of these persons and 
societies ? > 

(c) If the answer to question (a) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble 
the Member considering the desirability of getting this information? 
If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N; (a) to (e) In the public 
interests Government are unable to make any statement regarding secret 
societies oi persons forming secret societies. 

41.A. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA:Is it against the public 
r-i.7hK*est to^ask Mr. Das for informa^on regarding these secret societies 
and i)ersons forming these secret societies? 
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The Hon'Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: In the public interest 
Government are not prepared to make any statement regarding these 
^ societies. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Did Mr. Das volunteer 

any information ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 tun only repeat that^it 

is affainst public interest to inak(‘ any slaltnnenl in tlii.s connect ‘on. 

Bftbu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Does the Ifon’ble Menibtn* realise 
that this attitude (Teates preat discontent in tlit‘ countiy y 

The question was di.sallowed lu the Deputy-President . 


Assistant Commissioners of Calcutta Police. 

42. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (n) With 

reference to my unstarred (piestion No. d4 of tlie (’ouncil session (‘om- 
mencin^^ on the 21st November, 11)21, will the Ilon’ble the MemlK^r in 
charge of the Appointment Dejiartmeni be ])leased to state whetlnu’ it 
is not correct that 25 and not 15 Assistant ( 'omnnssioners of Ihilice 
(including’ temiKirary and actin^O, as .shown in Ili(‘ annexed list, have 
been apjKiinted in ('alcutta, sinc(‘ tin* <*reation of tliesi* ap]K>intments in 
191G? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member 1 h* jileased to state whether it is 
a fact that out of tliese 25 men appoint4*d, 14 v\t*ie ('hiistians, 11 Hindus 
anS that no Muhammadans were apjKiintedy 

(c) Is it a fact that a Muhammadan InsjKM’tor, named Sher Muham- 
mad Khan, who was on the top of tin* list of 1st ^rade InsjHn tois and 
was not promoted to the post of Assistant ('omniissioner, left the 
Calcutta Police after ten years’ service y 

(rf) Will the Ilon^de the Membei be pleased to state* the educational 
qualifications of Messrs. Cook and Jack.son, Assistant ( 'ommiHsiouers ? 
(c) Have they ])assed any jxdice training examination y 
(/) Were there any si^eenal rea.sons which led to the ajqioint merit 
of these junior officers over the heads of many graduates and trained 
officers? 

• 

List of Assistant Commissioners of Police^ Calcutta^ since the creation of 
these posts in 1916 up to 8th May, 1922, referred to m clause (a) of 
the question. 

N anie of officer*. 

1. E. Jennings 

2. W. Mulcahy ... ... * 

3. Hai Sahib Baidya Nath Mukherjee 


llemArk*. 


.. ^ Deceawod# 
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4 . 

6 . 

6 . 

7. 

H. 

‘ 0 . 

10 . 

11 . 

12. 

i:i. 

14 . 

15 . 
15. 

17. 

18. 

19 . 

20 . 
21 . 
22 . 
2:1. 

24. 

25, 


Nam« of ofloen. 


(lai Bahadur Kuuja Bihari Mukherjee (Christian) 
Thoinas Boyles 

Kai Sahib Hari Har Mukherjee 
Kai Baliadur Purno Chander Lahiri 
W. Cook 

J. Mulculiy ... 

Uui Saliih Panna Ijall Brahmacharya. 

Bahu Upendra Nath Bogo 
Buhu Naliiii Nath Sen. 

A Farrow 
J. Woolly. 

J. Shevellin. 

Bal)ii Bhupendra Natli BainTjco. 

D Fisher. 

It. N. rtohertson. 

Babu Mah(3ndra Nath Mukherje<5. 

L. Jackson 

K. A. Hartley ... 

Bahu Siikmriar Bunerjoe 
Bahu Maliendra Nath Sinha 
J. Orgllleld 

Bahu Bludianatli Chondliry 
Christiang 


I Promoted to Deputy 
j Coininissioner, 
Aetiiij; Deputy Com- 


P'urlou^h (reverted). 


I Ofticiatiri 
I r.e verted 


Muliaintnadans 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (n) The list is correct, 
iiicliitliii;? ieini)()rary and actinp: appointments. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. He was attached to the Calcutta Polic,e on deputation 
from the North-West Frontier Province Police in order to control 
Kabulis, etc., in Calcutta. He was not literate in English. 

{(]) First class Army certificates. 

(e) No. 

(/) Mr. Cook was specially apipointed to the Calcutta Police as 
Inspector of the Mounted Police in 1914 as there were no officers then 
competent to undertake the work. He was promoted to be Superinten- 
dent (now Assistant Commissioner) the same year, on the death of 
Mr. Eastwood from injuries receiv^ at Budge-Budge. The Assistant 
Ckimmissioner, Headquarters Force, is in charge of ail Sergeants. 
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Mr. Jackson, in addition to his Army service, has 23 years* service 
in the Calcutta Police. He was specially selected to officiate as Assist- 
ant Commissioner, Port Police, as he had an intimate knowledge of the 
river and docks and the duties of the post. 

Sericultural Superintendents of Bengal. 

43. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon hle the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries bo 
pleased to state what are the si)e(‘iaJ qualifications of the Sericultui*al 
Superintendent of Bengal? 

(h) Where didthe obtain his training on sericulture? 

(c) Was he in Government service before he wa-s a[qK>inted as the 
Sericultural Superintendent? If so, in what jKist? 

(d) Was the post of the Sericultural Su]HU'intendent advertised 
before the appointment was made? If not, wdiy not? 

(c) If the post was advertised, will the Hon’ble the Minister be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the names of the appli- 
cants with their qualifications? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (h) and (r) Hiere are two SuiHU’intendents of 

Sericulture — Babu Surendia Nath Bom‘ and Maulvi Shaik Abdulla. 
The fornnu' is jx'rmanent, and the latter is on iwohatio]). Babu Suren- 
dra#Nath Bose has no academical degre<‘ but he is a practical sericuJ- 
turist of over 10 years’ exix‘rien(‘e. He wjis ibrni(*rly SujK*rintendent of 
the Piasbari Oninil Nursery and was tlie senior ofhier among the 
Nursery Superintendents when he was ]>romoted to the post of vSuj^erin- 
tendent of Sericulture. 

Maulvi Shaikh Alx^illa is a graduate in science and is a Sub-Deputy 
Collector. He .secured scholarshii>s in the I. Sc. and B. Sc. Examina- 
tions. He had no previous training in sericulture, l)ut was brought up 
in sericultural sunoundings ifs his grandfatlier and father owned silk 
filatures which now Ixloiig to him. 

(d) The post was not advertised as a suitable candidate was avail- 
able. 

(e) This question does not arise.’ 


Police Rate Committee’s report. 

44 . Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: WiU the Hon ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department pletised to state when the reposL 
of the Police Rate Committee is expected to be published? ^ 
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Th6 Hon’blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON S The report is being printed 
and will be published shortly. 


European Electoral Roll. 

45. Colonel A. J. PUGH: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
oi the Ap|X)intmerit Department aware that Mr. R. L. B. Gall of No. 2, 
MinU} Park, Calcutta, paid both owner’s and occupier’s rates and taxes 
in respect of fueniises No. 2, MiiHo Park, for the year 1919-20 in his own 
name and that receipts have been grantt^l in his own name and he is and 
was at the time the recorded owner in tlie Municipal Records? 

{!)) Is the ITon’hle the Memlier also a ware that Mr. R. L. B. Gall 
paid income-tax and sup'r-liix for tlie year 1918-19 and that the receipts 
were granted as follows: — Received from Messrs. Landale & Clarke, 
Ltd., account R. L. B. Gall ”? 

(r) Is the lloTi’lde the MemiM-r aware that Mr. Gall’s name was 
omitted from last Kuro]K*an El(M*ti(m Ridl ? 

(d) Is it correct that a vimt large number of ETiiopans who ]mid 
income-tax and municijial rates and taxes were omitted from the roll? 

(c) W1 10 were the oflicers res|H)nsihl(* for the prej)aration of the 
EuroiKnin Electoral Roll ? 

(/) What positions do th(*se officers hold nhw? 

(//) Are the Goviunnnmt contemplating taking steps to have another 
Europan Eh'ctoral Roll for the Presidency and Burdwan Division 
prepared in such a manner as to include the names of all Europans who 
have piid income-tax and municipal rates and taxes of the recpired 
amount ? 

(M Flave the Government of Bengal made any representation to the 
GovernnuMit of India on the subject of instructing the (\)mmissioner of 
Income-tax to kee]) comjih'ti* and u]) to date records of all income-tax 
payees for the jmrpose of future Ehu toral Rolls? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 9TEPHEN80N: (rQ and (h) Copies of the 
receii>ts referred to have lieen furnished for the information of Govern- 
ment. 

(r) Yes. 

{(1) Complaints to this effect have befui received by Government. 

(c,) and (/) The member is referred to the answer to question No. 12 
asked by him at the meeting of Council held on the 28th February, 1921. 

(/;) This roll will be revised in the ordinary course next year and 
it. is not proixiscd to have an intermediate revision. 

' (h) Nt). ' 
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Aooitfents to cattle in the southern section of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

46. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs (a) Ha.<5 the atteiitian of the 
Hon'ble the Minister in charjre of the Department of Piihlie Works 
(Railways) been drawn to the frecjiient accidents to cjittle in the sonthern 
section of the Eastern Bengal Railway between Sonarpur and ('anniug 
Stations ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the absen<‘e of wire- 
fencing on both the sides of the said {xjrtion of the said Railway ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be please<l to state what 
steps have been taken for the i>revention of the accidents to the said 
domestic animals of the locality? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No stei>s have l)een taken, but the subject of the (luestion will 
now be brought to the attention of the (Government liisjHM tor of Rail- 
ways. 


Police Retrenchment Committee. 

47. Mr. 8. mXhBOOB ALEY: (a) Will (lie TToiri)lp lh.. Mcnihpr 
in charge* of the Police Department la* pleased to state whetln*?’ the 
(Committee apiK)inted to consider the (juestion* of reduction of the 
ex|)€^ditui (* on the Police in Beiigal has submitted its n*port? 

(h) If not, are the Government consid(*ring the d(*siral)ilily of 
taking steps to have the report exjK^dited? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) No. 

(h) No. The question is a very important one and GovernmenV: 
have no desire unduly to hurry the Committee in its deliberations. 


Acquisition of land for the Grand Trunk canal scheme. 

4S. Babu J ATI NORA NATH BASU: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation Iwj pleased to state 
whether he is aware that hardshii>s aSd loss are being caused to the 
owners of land at Patipukur and other places in the 24-Pargana8 district, 
for the acquisition of whose land, for the Grand Trunk canal scheme, 
a declaration was published on or about the 2nd August, 1920, but in 
respect of which no acquisition notice has been issued and actual ac(|ui8i- 
tion has Ijeen kept in abeyance ? 

(b) Do the Government propose proceeding with the accu^isitioilT" 
If so, when? 
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(c) If there is likelihood of there being delay, have the Govemment 
considered the desirability of releasing the property frpm the declara- 
tion to enable owners to make use of their land ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Government is not aware that any hardships or loss 
is being caused to the owners of land. No such complaints have also 
been made to the ('hief Engineer in charge of the project. 

(h) and (c) The (|uestion of proceeding with land acquisition or of 
withdrawing therefrom dei»ends on the decision whether the project 
should be giv(Ui efiect to or not. The matter is exi>ected to be settled 
within this year as soon as the revised project is completed. 

Separation of the Judicial and Executive functions. 

49. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Ai)iK>intment Department be ideased to state 
whether the Committee, appointed by the Government of Bengal with 
the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Greaves as Vresident, to consider the question 
of the separation of the Judicial and Executive functions, has submitted 
their rejmrt ? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of publish- 
ing the re|>ort at an early date with a view to ase'ertaining the views 
of the public thereon ? 

(c^ Are the Government also (‘onsidering the desirability of defer- 
ring action on the recommendations of (h)mmitU*e until an opiK)rtunity 
is afforded to the jHiblic to express their views on the reixirt ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

{b) The examination of the scheme outlined in the report will take 
some time, and the reiKirt will be published together with the con- 
sidered views of Government after this has bec^n complet-ed. 

((') Until the examination of the scheme by Government has been 
comi)leted, it is im]K)ssible to say whether it will be necessary or desir- 
alJe to invite the opinion of the public. 

Completion of the work of the proposed Bajitpur subdivision. 

50- Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) With reference to the memorial, dated 
the 9tb February, 1922, to His Exc^ellency I>ord Ronaldshay, the late 
Governor of Bengal, by several leading inhabitants of the Chowki of 
Bajitpur, in the district of Myraensingh, praying that the Government 
be pleased to take steps for the completion of the work of the proposed 
^Bajitpur subdivision, will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the 
Politicos Department be pleased 1o state whether any action is being 
taken on the memorial ? 
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(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the said Ohowki of Bajit- 
pur is in a backward state of development? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the MemW in a ix)sition to state what would 
be the estimate of recurrin^r and non-recurrinf? exiXMiditure for con- 
verting Bajitpiir into a subdivision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (n) The memorialists weref 
informed that their prayer could not 1 h‘ prranted as woik in coiuieetion 
with the partition of the district of \fymensin^^di liad Ix^en < h)sed down. 

(h) This is a matter of opinion. 

(r) The cost of land and buildings for the ]>ro]>os(‘d Bajitjuir sub- 
division was estimat^Ml in 1918 to be Bs. (),f)d,021. Fif^uies of estimati'd 
recurring exj>enditure for Bajit^nir seivaratcdy are not on nnord. 

Silting up of the Brahmaputra in Mymensingh. 

51* Mr. S. M. BOSE: (a) With referenct* to the answer to mv 
unstarred question No. 127, of the 29th August, 1921, on tin* silting up 
of the Brahmaputra, in Mymensingh, will tin* llon’bh* the M(*mlx‘r in 
charge of the l)e])artment of Irrigation be ])leas(‘d to '^tatc* >\ln‘<her he 
is now in a |X)sition to din'ct an iinjiiiry to lx* made as to tin* nn‘ans of 
improving the rive»k? 

(h) If not, when does the TTon’ble tin* ^I(‘inber ex]M*et. to be in a 
jmsition to do so? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (n) and (h) Tin* (jU(*stion of tin* silting up j>f tin* Bi’ahma- 
putra, in Mymensingh, is under consideration of this ( jovernm(‘nt. 

Annual sale^of fishing rights in certain canals. 

52. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (n) Will the Hon ble 

the Member in eliaige ot the Depaitment of lingation h<* ph‘asrd to state 
why and since when the annual sale of fishing rights in the (hn-ular. 
Kristopur, Bhangar and New-Cut canals has been stop|M*d? 

(b) Is it a fact that this has resulted in loss of revenue? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: (a) Yes. Leasing of fishery rights in the Circular, 
Kristopur, Bhangar and New-Cut canals has been stopped since 
1917-18. This was done under the expert advice of the DirecU)r of 
Fisheries with a view to accelerate the growth of fish in the canals. 

(h) Some loss of revenue has resulted from the stoppage of leasing 
this fishery right. But the permanefit benefits are consider^ much 
more substantial. 
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Increased staff and expenditure for the creation of a new circle of the 
Irrigation Department. 

53. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the I)e])artmeut of Irrigation he pleased to 
state why a new and additional }w)st of Siijx^rin tending Engineer, on a 
'’salary of Ks. 1,75() — 1(K) — 2,150, and a new c*ir(;le, named as the Southern 
Oircle, have been created? 

(h) Will the llon’ble tin* Member pleased to state since when 
tliis has t)een done? 

(c) Will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to state what recon- 
stitution of divisions and subdivisions is necessitaK*d by siudi a step? 

(d) Will tie Tlon’hle the Memb(*r l>e pleased to state what other 
new and additional appointments in the subordinate staff such a recon- 
stitution Ijas resulted in? 

(c) What <'onse(|uential increase in lecurring ex|)enditure has been 
the outcome of the creation of the said new circb* and when and how 
was it ]>rovided for in the Iludget? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; (n) No n(*w and additional ]>()st of Sui>erintending 
Engin(‘(‘r, on a salarv of Rs. 1,750 — 100—2.150, noi- a new circle named 
as the Southern (bicle has Ix'en created. Idle old (5‘ntral Circle has 
oidy been r(‘-named aSt* the Southern ('ircle. 

(h) The (5‘ntral (Ircle was r(‘-named as the Southern Circle*' with 
effect from the 1st l)(‘C(‘mber, 1021. 

(r) A statement showing tin* reconstitution of Irrigation Divisions 
and Subdi\isions necessitated by the separation of tin* two branches of 
the Public Works Depa I’timMit, as comjnired with those as existed 
previous to it- is laid on the table. 

{<!) Iln* reconstitution has resulted in the aiipointment of office 
establishnn'iit of the Khulna divisional and the Haridaspur subdivi- 
sionul otiices and the creation of the |M)st of the Executive Engineer, 
Khulna Division, which has not resulted in any additional apix>intment 
as it has been filled up from the existing scale of the Engineer Establish- 
ment. 

(c) As no new Irrigation (Ircle has been created there is no increase 
of ex])e-nditure on aci’ount of establishment, but in consequence 
of the formation of the new Khulna Division and the Haridaspur sub- 
division there is an increase of Rs. 808-5-4 per month in recurring 
exjienditure, which was provided for in the Irrigation Establishment 
budget^.for 1921-22 and has aJsoQieen provided for in the same budget 
for 1922-23. 
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Comparative Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question 
No. 53 (r), showing the Irrigation Divisions and Sah-diinsions ttefore 
and after the separation of the two branches of the Public If'orAs 
Department on 1st December., 1921. 


Divisions. 
Uuder Soutli-VVi* 
Tiro If— 

Tossy »» - 


llef<>re I at DecfUilK*r 19l'l. 

Hi Il-DlV ISIDNS. 

1 (Idildhat (t raiisfttrrf*! to 
1) iiiiotlar Di\i»«on). 

2 Midiiapiirf (t nmsffrrfil ti> 
Uon(^^ftIl.l Buildiiigb). 

3. Lufhmapur. 

<. Punsktira 
6. (’out 111 . 

«. Ktntiinj;Mi. 


AfUtr 1st Pefoiubfr . 1»:M. 
l)l\|S10Ns M |S|ON8. 

I nilfr Soiitli- \\ fstorii 1 L'lfliuiapui . 

('irflf — 'I I’liiisWuru 

(,OM.sf— 3 ('oiitai. 

4 Ktuiiio^'ia. 

Diidfr South'Wfstcrn 1 (JodirWat, 


(’irflf — 
Duinodar. 


2 SiMjhiii* 

3. Kdilpur. 


Under Sontli-Wostf rn 
r.rcle- 

Nortlioni Dram i|ro and 
Enibanknirnt. 

(Nafnf* rlianK'*d to < 
Damodar Doision). 

Undor South- NSoslern 
Oircl ■— 

('Ircular and Kastfrn 
Canals 

Name changed to 
Canals Division ) 


Sot] harm 

Diamond Ilarhoiir (trans- 
ferred to P.inuls Division 
Kdilpur 

Mogiah.it < t runsferreil to 
Canals Division). 

1 Calcutta Canals • 

J. Khangore ( nuni changed 
to Tollv’h Nala). 

3. Khulna (transferred to 

l^iiilna Division). 

4 . Dndger. 

6. Waterways (transferred to 
Khulna Dirision) 


Under Southern Cm li“ 
Canals 


Under ^uth W'*steru 1. iKlichack. 
( ircle— 2 Antra. 

Mhlnapore Otinil 3 I'ansktira* 
llevenue Division 


Under Central Circle — 
Nadia Rivers 


1. IlcrIiampoK' (transferifd to 
Roads and Ilnildiugsi. 

3. I.owor Tt^iginithi (ii'iine 

changed t<^ .langlpiir). 

5. Up|M)r llhagirathi (name 

chang'-d to .Jnngipn^. ) 

4. Akrigatii, 

6. llhagirathi observation 

(name chnngoil to llcr- 
hamfsirc). 

6. Krishnagar (transferred tf) 
RoaiU and Rinlding) 


Under Chief Engineer— 1. Arool Bhtl. 
Sanitary Drainage. 3. Ulnb'ria 
(Name changed to B. Nowi-Sundii. 
Jesaore Drainage 4 . Drainage. 
Division.) 


I. ('aicntta ('iiiials 
2 Mograhit 

3. Diiiinond lUrUour. 

4. Tolly’s Nala. 


Under Soutli-W estei li 1. Hthchack. 
Clndc — 3. Aid i. 

Midiiiikore (■'anal Rt'vc- 3. I’aiisknra. 
line Dimsioii 

Under South-W «D*i n 1 Hei hrmpore. 

(’iicic— 

Nudiii III vet a. 


8. .langipur. 
.1 Akriganj 


Und'T Son' hern Uncle 1. Arnolllhll. 
Ji'sHore Droluago Rivl- 2. Ulnlierla. 
•ion. 


U oler Soiit'n rn ('Iridc — 
* Khnliia. 

(New ) 


5. Nowi'Hiinthl 
4 Drain. igf (smi e clianged 
to hcadiilisrters Kill • 
division ). 

I Khulna 
2. llarid4H[inr (new ) 

3 SN aterways. 


• Bhangore Sulxilvision was on the separation transferre# to the new Khulna Divl4on. It h ursine* 
ro*trans(erred to Canals Division and the name rhaiig»*fi to Tolly's Nala Subdivision. 
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Location of the Presidency Magistrate’s Courts. 


54. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTTs Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in ehaige of the Judicial l)e])arimeiit be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, have been, or are Roing to be taken in connection with the resolu- 
tion passed in the (kmiicJl on the 23rd of November, 1921, regarding? 
the location of the Presidency Magistrate^s C{)urts? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The Traffic Court (Southern 
J)i vision) and the M(»tor Car (yase (yourt has been brought back to the 
Jfanksliall Stn^el (k)urt. Jiuiuiries as to cost of juoviding a single 
(!ouit for the wlnJe of Calcutta were made, and an estimate iirepared. 
Tlie cost will noi he less than Rs. 19 J lakhs. As accommodation is suffi- 
cient for the ]>iesent, in the present state of its finances, Government 
is noi ]H(‘])ared to si)end such a large sum out of general revenues of 
the in()vinc(‘ unless the Council itself would still advise Government to 
ernliark on the scheme and grant money for the puriKise. The re-arran^e- 
ments nnide in tlie Southern Division ('ouit give accommodation foi 
four llonoiarv Magistrates’ (\>urts and jirovide for the Traffic (!ourt and 
the Mot(H' (/ar (use (k)urt also. 


Appointment of a permanent Principal for the Government 
Commercial School. 

55. Babu INDU^BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and liidustiies be 
jileased to state whether any ]H‘rmanent Jhin(>ij)al has l)eeu ajijKiinted 
tor the Government ScIkkJ? H not, why not? 

{h) Will the Hon’lxle the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
(^nnniittee of the (’ommercial Institute were consulted in the affair? 

(c) If so, what were the recommendations ‘jf the (Committee? 

{(/) Were the recoiniaendations unanimous? 

(c) Have the recommendations beev given effect to? If not, why 
not ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be jdeased to state what are the 
jirescribed functions of that Committee ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: {a) and (6) A PrincipiU has not yet been appointed. 
After receii>t of the sanction of the Secretary of State to the recruitment 
of a Principal locally, the jHist had to be advertised and application 
considered by the Board of the Commercial Institute. Their recom- 
mendations have been received and are now under the consideration of 
Government. 







(c), (d) and (e) Government are not ]>rejxued to make any state- 
ment regfardin^ the recommendations of the lh)ard until a final decision 
has been arrived at. 

(/) The prescribed functions of the Board are — 

(i) to examiiie and pass the accounts of tlic Institute; 

(li) to (ontrol the exi>enditure of all sums of money allotted for the 
maintenance of the Institute subject to any conditions 
im|K)sed by (lovernmtuit ; 

{Hi) to advise the Dii^'ctor of Puhlie Insti iiit ion, with regnird to 
changfes of staff ; 

(ir) to see that the curriculum is suitable for the intended pur|x>se; 

(r) to consider and examine all j>roj(‘cts for the im]>r(>vement of the 
Institute iK'fore their submission to the Director of I’ublio 
Instruction ; and 

(vi) to see tliat tlie interests of passt^d students looking: for employ- 
ment are ade(piately safe^ruarded. 


Construction of a Light Railway frpm Rangpur to PirganJ. 

56. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: {a) AVill tlie TIoiTbli^ the 
Minister in charg-e of tin* DepartnuMit of Puldic Works b(‘ |>l«sisi*d to 
state whether the (‘onstruction of a liiglit Hailwax from th(‘ Uangpur 
Railway Station tn Tirgani in the distint ol l{ang|)vn' is in contempla- 
tion ? 

(h) If so, wlien is the scheme likel\ to lx* tijcen up and by whom? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

Promotion of Sub-Deputy Collectors- 

57. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Ai)pf)intment l)ei>arlment Ik* pleased to state 
how many Sub-Deputy Collectois have been promoted U) the rank of 
Deputy Collectors during the year 1921? 

(h) Has any Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collector been so i>roinot(‘d? 

(c) If not, will the Ilon’ble the Meml^er be pleased to state the 
reasons for this ? 

(d) Is it not correct that the Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectf>rs 
form almost one-third of the cadre of the SulHirdinate Executive Servic^e? 

(e) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of pro- 
moting the Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectors to the rank of Deinitv 
Collectors in proportion to their numlfer? 
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(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
are the Goyernment proposing taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; (a) Four. 

(b) No. 

(c) It was considered that tlie lour officers promoted had better 
claims than any Muhammadan Suh-Oeputy (Collectors. 

id) Yes. 

(c) and (/) No. The promotion of officers who are already in 
Government seivice is regulated entirely by merit, and it is not con- 
sidered apiwopriate to intrcxluce the questions of race and religion. 

Technical and Industrial School. 

58. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of tlie I)ej)artment of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state wluue tecliidcal and induslrijd schools have been established in 
the ju’fwince and what training is l)eing given by those schools? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB All CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: A copy of the list of Technical and Industrial Institu- 
tions in Bengal, corrected up to date, containing the^ information asked 
for, is placed on the library table. 


New dredger. 

59. Babu NALINI NATH ROY; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether a dredger is coming from the Scottish Firm of Messrs. William 
Sim son & Co. ? 

(h) If SO, where will it be used in Bengal? 

(r) Is it the intention of the Government to obtain the sanction of 
the (^oun(‘il to the Grand Trunk c^nal project before starting work on 
the project? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The answer i? in the affirmative. 

(b) It is intended to employ the dredger in the Madaripur bil route 
during the first six months, afterwards in the Grand Trunk canal if 
the scheme is sanctioned by the (/ouncil; otherwise in the river improve- 
ment and other schemes now being worked out in the Irrigation 
Department. 

(r) 'See. 
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DistruGtion of orofis owing to the waterlogging of the Dakatia 
khal ” in Serampore. 

60. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon hle 

the Member in charge of the Dejmriment of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that owing to the waterlogging of the 
Dakatia khal in the subdivision of Serani]>ore, district II (Highly, soyie 
fifty villages liave lieen seiioiisly affected, by the destruction of crojisy 
(h) Is he also aware of the fietition made by the jieojile of the 
affected villages on the ‘JOth February, 1922? 

(c) Are the (jovernnient considering the dt^sirability of taking any 
steps to remove the grievance ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHfRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a), (b) and (c) A jH‘tition on the subject lias been 
received. Tliis is now under iiupiirv. 

Retrenchment Committee for cutting down expenditure in the 
public services. 

61. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Finance ]>e j)h*ased t-o state 
whether (Tovernr^eiit contemplates apiKiinting 41 K(‘tr(‘nchment Com- 
mittee for cutting down (‘Xfienditure in the public servic(^s?' 

(b) If so, IS tlie Ilon’ble the Memlier in a position U) announce the 
jier^onnel of the committee? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) and (b) The memWr is referred 
to Government resolution No. 911d-F. of the Idth June, jmblished on 
pages 9d9 to 972 of the supjdement ol the Calcutta Gazette of the 14lh 
June, 1922. 


Rules for admission to the Technical School at Kanohrapara. 

• 

62. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Deiiartment of Agricadture and Industries lie 
pleased to state whether he is considering lh(‘ desirability of publishing 
for the information of the public, the i^les of admission to the Te(hni(‘al 
School at Kanchrapara? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The Board of Control for Apprenticjeship Training have 
recently drawn up a jiamphlet giving full imrticulars regarding the 
Apprenticeship Admission Exarainatjpn, which is applicable to all affili- 
ated workshops including Kanchrapara. This immphlet Has been 
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published in the ('aicntia Gazette and is also being circulated to the 
Heads of Schools and others interested. A copy of the pamphlet is 
placed on the library table. 

Establishment for the Grand Trunk canal project. 

^63. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Deirartmeni of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether the (Government at present entertain any establishment 
for (he (Grand Trunk canal jiroject ? 

(h) If so, what is ihe establishment? 

(c) What does the jmy of the staff cost jicr month? 

(d) Is iliere any cost incumul by (Government oi the project? 

(c) If so, how much does tln‘ same cost amount to per month? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes 

(h) Th(‘ (‘stablisbment consist of a (’hief Engineer, one Executive 
Engineer, two Assislant Executive Engineers, one Overseer and two 
Sub-overseers and an office establishment. 

(r) ltu]>ees 7,017 iku’ month. 

{(ly Other ex'iKuiditure for contingencies, office rents, travelling 
allowances and small surveys. 

(e) About Rs. 2,000 jx'r month. 

Alleged murder and grievous hurt upon two respectable gentlemen 
of Joynagar. * 

64. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Police l)ei>artment be pleased to state 
whether he is aware of the alleged murder and gri(‘Vous hurt committed 
UIK)n two respectable gtoitliMuen to Joynagar in ^the district of 24-Par- 
ganas in May last? 

(h) When were the alleged offetices committed? 

(r) Have the police taken u]) an in(|u'in’ into the matttu ? 

(d) If so, when? 

(c) What is the distance of the place of alleged murder from the 
nearest police station ? 

(/) When did the Magistrate of the district come to know of the 
offence and how ? 

(/;) Will the Hon’ble the Member be plejised to state whether any 
8te]>8 have l>een taken by the (Government to bring the offenders to 
justic-e ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: (a) to (g) Government 
have no information on the subject but are inquiring as to the facts. 
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In continuation of ttie answer to unstarred question A^o. 167 put by A‘a< 
Sahib Panchunon Barma at the meeting of tha 31st August, 1921, the 
following statement is laid on the table. 

Murder of. and injury to, raiyatt in Rangpur. 

Inquir^^ has been made and the facts are rejK)rttHi to he as stated. 

In the case of Bam Sliekh, a |K»li(e iiivesti|u:utioii was held and an otfeiu'e under 
section 342, Indian Penal C>>de, disclosed but the guilty persons were not traiiHi. 

in the other case, three men were sent up for trial for rioting and other 
offenci'S. Two of them were c'oininitttKl U) the Cnnirt of Ki‘ssions and were 
convicted on the Gth January, li)22, one of noting and causing grie\oiis hurt and 
the other of rioting. An appeal against the conviction is now iHuiding Ix-fore the 
High Court. • 


Resolutions. 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 
Retirement of the First President. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 hog to movt 

“ tliat this ("oiiijcil rocoinniouds to th(‘ (lovornmont to pliice on loconl 
the CoiiiK'irs dorp regret at the untimely retirement of its Ih’esideiit, 
tlie Hoii’l)l(‘ Nawah Sir Syed Sham.w-ul-JIuda, k.c.i.k., on uei^ount 
of ill-liealth and that a message^^be (•onv(‘\ed .to liim of the (’oiuieirH 
sy^iipathy and sense of loss at his retirement.” 

It is a matter of deep regret that the first President of this (^mncil 
has had to retire only after one >ear of his term of office. liut this 
one year has been a very imi>ortant y(‘ar. J'his (’ouncil has hiMui found 
fault witli by the ultra-loyalists and extremists, and also hy the (Govern- 
ment and Ministerialists. The fact only shows that it has done its 
work fairly and impartially. During this one year much useful work 
has been done. If the large measures for tiie welfare of the |K*ople of 
this ( i)Uiitry passed liy this •(’ouneil have not yet been given effect to, 
the fault does not lip at its door. But they must be given effVet to 
to-day or to-morrow. The obstructionists need not chuckle nor the 
exti-eniists ])oint the finger of scorn at the (’ouneil for its imjiolmicc 
The (kniueil has had to face great djfliculties on account of tin* [nditi- 
(‘al turmoil in the country. All these difficulties have been fac(‘d and 
great wnuk has been done, and for this, the credit greatly lies with the 
President. Strong, fair and impartial, Sir Syed Shams-ul-IIuda steered 
straight our frail bark in the new’ unknown sea of political freedom 
buffeted by storms of violent and non-violent faction with singular 
ability. We ha%’e every reason tjj remember with gratitude that on 
the very first day of this Council on the resolution about medical 
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relief, when the mover was assailed on all sides, and the supporters of 
the resolution were dumb with dismay at the uproar. Sir Syed Shams-ul- 
Huda, thou^^-h a Government nominee, gauged the {)pinion of the 
majority aright, and declared amidst the astonishment of all that the 
^yes had it. His verdict was immediately questioned by a demand 
for a division. The divisi<>n by an overwhelming majority proved 
that the Presidenl was right. I feel thal most of our great men 
would have given way to the clamour. 1 thanked God on that day 
that the (^hair was orcujhed by a good and strong man. Sir Syed Shams- 
ul-Huda has l)een a good and strong man all his life. I have worked 
with him for 30 years as pleader, municipal commissioner, Fellow of 
the University, and I say, without fear of contradiction, that in all 
walks of life he displayed rare ability, fairness and independence. 
He was the power behind the throne when he w^as a member of the 
Executive (/OUIkmI. He restigned the municipal commissionership 
with us, and the Sanjihani wrote of him as the banner of the race of 
Sayvids. The descendants of the Prophet of Arabia have produced 
great and fearless men and humble men also, for will you believe that 
Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda worked for some time as my Assistant Secretary 
in tire Association for the Advancement of Scientific* and Industrial 
Education of Indians? He was for every gocsl work. The (''ouncil 
and the country have, by his retirement, lost a great leader who would 
have led it to good. I exjiress the sentiment of everyone of my coun- 
trymen that we earnestly desire that Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda may regain 
his health and strength, and load aright in the middle path the 
Aluliammadans of this provinc'C, and establish the unity of Hindus and 
Muhammadans on the sure' basis of ecpiality of culture and fellow-feel- 
ing as neighbours who inhabit a great 'and beautiful country greater 
and more beautiful than Arabia and Persiji, and all the countries over 
which the (''aliphs in their glory ruled, and who have become jiarticipa- 
tors of a culture which it must be confe.ssed, is higher than the culture 
of Ujjayani or Bagdad. 

It was the general idea that Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda was an enemy of 
mine who snublHul me freiiuently and unreasonably. His health was 
mined and his jiower of hearing was impaired. I should have remem- 
bered and never re.sented. Was he not the man who, while a member 
of the Executive Council, wrote of this humble person much below him, 
a mere pleader of not much distinction, that he has rendered more 
service to this unfortunate country than any other person? These 
were the words of a man who felt so deeply for his unfortunate coun- 
try, that he was inclined to exaggerate every service for it. Was he 
not again the man who protected every member here against the 
unthinking attacks and impertinences of the great as well as the small? 
Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda has, on a hundred occasions, showed that as a 
true descendant of the Prophet, he ewas no respecter of persons and was 
above all, just even to his enemies. Unless a man can be just to his 
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opponents and enemies be cninnol be fearless. Nor can a man be just 
unless he is fearless. Sir Syed Shams-iil-lluda was just and fearless. 
Such a man is rare in every country. 

Khan Bahadur Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL: 1 lieg to accord my 
whole-hearted support to the resolution so ably moved by my hon’ble 
colleague, the Rai Rahadur. Hon’ble Nawab Sii Syed »Shams-ul- Hilda, 
as is well-known to ns all, was a vakil practising in the High Oourt. 
By dint of diligence, intelligence and vast knowletige and experience, 
he quickly rose to the highest rung of the ladder of ascend- 
ancy. He always commanded tlie coniiileme of the (iovernment and 
was also true to the cause and interest of his own and other communi- 
ties. Thus he h|^s set an example to the Indians in general and to the 
Muhammadans in particular as to how to reconcile the various interests. 

He was first ap|>ointed a member of the Executive (’ouncil of the 
Bengal Government and was also called to serve in the Impi'iial (\>un- 
cil. His services were recognised by both th(‘ Governments and he was 
made a Nawab in HHd, and in 191(i i\as dubbed with the Knight 
(k)mmandership of the Order of the Indian Enqiire, After the ex])iry 
of his term, he was appointed as a Justice of the Hon’ble High Oourt, 
and while he was still in the High (’ourt, he< was thought the fittest 
person to adorn the cliair of the President of the Reformed (^)uncil of 
B(*ngal. This position belore him was oci'UpiiMl iiy the Governors. 

It is needless*foi’ m<‘ to say how stnctl\ h(* obsei vtsl the ]>r<*stige of the 
Oouncil for he nevei' sjiared the Hon’bh* Mcmb<‘rs e\(‘n to liring them to 
order, when necessary. It is unfortunati* tlnW tln‘ hard labour which 
hoiJmd to ]mt in, owing to the jKutormaiK'c of resj>onsible duties in various 
capacities, told ujion his health for winch he has i(*signed the President- 
ship. It is more unfortunate that no Indian has been found com|K‘tenl 
to succ{‘ed him. Let us all pra\ for his complete and s}>eedy n'covery 
from the malady and I am sure my hon’ble colhvigm^s will carry the 
resolution with acclamation. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL.UL HAQ: T have no doubt that the resolution 
now before the House will be welcomed by all sections in this f^nincil 
and will meet with their eriHiuslastii* acceptance. It is true that the 
Hon’ble Nawab Sii Syed Shams-ul-Huda was not long associated w’ith 
this Council, but he has been a jiromimmt figure in Indian jadilical 
life for a number of years and during tin* last ten years he had been 
filling some of the highest offices tfnder the ('rown with exceptional 
tact and ability. I-ulo not wish to take up the time of the C/Ounoil 
by recounting the main incidents in his life because they are well- 
known to my colleag*iies, but T will .say this, that his sudden retire- 
ment from public life on the score of ill-health is a great loss to the 
country at large and a serious blow to Moslem interests in particular. 
It was very graceful on the part ofiRai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Baha- 
dur to bring forward this resolution for our acceptance, I may say. 
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for our enthusiastic acceptance. It will be seen that Nawah Sir Syed 
Shams-ul-Huda enjoyed in a very large measure the confidence of all 
sections of the Council. It will also show how deeply we regret his 
untimely and sudden retirement. 

With these few words, I beg to support this resolution. 

Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: T desire to associate myself 
with the resolution which has been so ably movwl by my elo(iuent 
friend, Rai Jogendra (/bunder Ohose Bahadur. I think that after his 
able and ebxjuent eulogy, it is unnecessary for me to dwell at length 
on the services of Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-TTuda, but 1 think that 
in justice to the resolution and in justice to myself, I should, on behalf 
not only of myself but of those whom I represent here, express our 
deep and sincere regret at his untimely retirement from the high 
office which he had been holding. Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda was 
welcomed as the President of this Council with acclamation not only 
by his co-redigionists but by the Hindu members of the Council, not 
only because he was one of the* foremost members of the Muhamma- 
dan community but also because of his distinguished public services 
and high character. Sir, during the year and a half that he held this 
office, he conducted himself with even-hand(Kl justice, im]>artiality, 
tact and decorum that he spared none, official or non-offi(‘ial, EurojK'an or 
Indian, in his rulings, and that greatly enhun(‘ed the esf(‘em and admira- 
tion in which he was held by all communities. For my part 1 look back 
with pleasure and pride to my association with him extending over a 
(juarter of a century. T remember that when he was a member of it, he 
(hmporation of (hilcutta, he retired with the celebrated 28 from the Cor- 
poration when th(‘ Mackenzie Act was passed. T recall to mv mind his 
serA'ices as a memlaM* of the Bengal legislative Coumdl and subseiiuently 
as a member of the Executive Council, and T acknowledge with 
gratitude the courtesy, the kindness, and the Consideration with whi(‘h 
he dealt with all members who came in contact with him. As President 
of this Council, he was uniformly kind, courteous and considerate and 
although he was stern in his rulings, he wls always impartial and even- 
handed in enfondng order and maintaining the dignity of the House 
I IvofM* that he may be spared long and that he will regain his health to 
serve his motherland. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Allow me to join the House to express 
mv deep sorrow at the premature retirement of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda. He was chosen by Government to be the first 
President of the Council as he was one of the first and foremost jiniong the 
Indians of the time. Sir, the news of his retirement has spread far and 
wide and even persons who are not taking much interest in the political 
life of the country are grieved to learn that Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda 
retires from the services of this country so unexpectedly and so soon. 
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As for myself, Sir, I had the aif^nal privilege and the ^.^reat honour of 
knowing him very intimately for many years and his genial courtesy, 
unfailing kindness, nobility and sturdy indej^endence, were always a great 
source of inspiration to me. 1 have seen him in the High Court also 
amongst friends, both Hindus and Muhammadans, and there 1 always 
found that they vied wdth each other in showing their love and rest)ect for 
him and in this connection I venture to vouch foi all wluit m\ hon’ble 
friend Rai Jogendra Chunder Chose Bahadur has said in his able sinvc h. 

He was one of those inusons who stood for the iinit> of the Himliis and 
Muhammadans and 1 knew him to be one of (he greatest iH*a<emakerH. 
You remember the troublous days of the paitition of Bengal, you remem- 
lier also the dist\|rbances that t(H)k ]>lace in the Myimnnsingh districd. 
He was one of those Indians who. along with his friends, strove hard 
to see that matters weie settled and as far as 1 lemt^nibm* he was made 
a Secretary to the Impiiry Committee of Disturbamvs at .lamalpur. 
Now, Sir, he has retired from a(‘tive life. Let us all hojx* and pray 
that he will get back his health and lead a happy and |M*aceful life 
wdth Lady Huda, his brothers, and the othei meniluus of Ids family 
for many years to come. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: T fully join with Itai Jogendra 
Chunder (ihose Bahadur in his (‘\piession of regret at the untimely 
retirement of th^ fiist l^‘(‘sident, and in vm‘w of latt(*r (‘vioits, may I 
say, the first Indian President of the ILddrnuMl Legislative (\)uncil. 
In addition to the general regret expre.ssed by <he Bai Bahadur 1 have 
sj)6cial reasons to be sorry Iwaause he comes from my own district of 
Tipj)era and it was he, who as a very su<*cessful memb(*r of the Exe- 
cutive Council, showed that a non-official outsiiler, without previous 
office ex[>(M'ience, could make an administrator of g’n*at‘' merit. His 
appointment as President of this Coum il was the culmination of a career 
of distinguislied servpes to the State, and it is always a matter of 
great regret, to us that the state of Ins health caused him much 
tixibule shortly after he oc(*upied the presidential (Jiair. We were 
always hoping that his iieaUh would improve but, unfortunately, our 
hopes have not been realised. His services to the (^)uncil are far too well- 
known to require any recapitulation by me. He has been a strong jierson- 
ality and was keenly anxious to uidndd the dignity of this ('ouncil; I am 
sure, I voice the sense of this Council, when I .say that wa* all sim-erely 
regret his continued illness and juay that lie may soon be restored to his 
former good health. 

B3bu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I bc^g most heartily to 
aeeociate myself with this resolution of my friend, Rai Jogendra Chunder 
Gho.se Bahadur. Owing to the numerous (jualities of head and heart 
which he had, Sir Syed Shams-ul^uda not only enjoyed the confi- 
of TTindiis and Muhammadans but also of his 
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country. We are so sorry that on account of ill-health he had to sever 
his connection with us and we earnestly hope and pray that Provi- 
dence will restore his health and will allow him a long rest which' he 
deserves. 

The HofPble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BJJRDWAN: On l)ehalf oi both halves of Government T feel it incum- 
bent upon me to join in the sentiments which have been expressed with 
regard to the genuine retrr(‘t that we all share at the premature retire- 
ment of Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-TTuda from the presidential Chair 
of this Legislative Council. On behalf of the Members of Goveniment 
as well as mv hon’ble colleagues, the Ministers, I wish to offer our 
siiKjere symj>athies with the I’easons for wdiich therNawab Sir Syed 
Shams-ul-Huda has had to send in his resignation and to express the 
hope that he may soon be restored to health. We have always in the past 
received from him unfailing courtesy and consideration and we should 
like to add our share to the just tribute and compliment that has been paid 
to the retiring President. 

The motion was put and carried unanimously. 


Supplementary Estimates. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: T have the hofiour to introduce 
tihe supplementiuy estimates of the Govtrmment of iBengal for the 
vear 1922-1923. I shall be very brief in my remarks bufl the (dreum- 
8tanct\s of this year are exceptional and it is desirable that T should 
say a few words in explanation of the estimates. In the ordinary 
course, the progi’amme of ex|K*nditure of the local Government is 
laid before the (Vmncil in full in connection with the Budget in 
IVbruary and March, and supplementary estimates are required from 
time to' time only in resfiect of variations in the progress of carry- 
ing out sanctioned schemes or when some new urgent demand arises 
in the course of the vear which is not provided for in the Budget. The 
supplementary estimates which I am now introducing are not of this 
character. This little Ixiok, as the Council will see, constitutes a 
luKlRPt ill miniatiivc. Tin- Ooiiiiiil will lemoniber that when I 
intro.1ii<e<l the Hi.dpet last Fehniaiy. T asked members not to take 
i< as the eomidete Bndpet of Goveniment, luit merely as a pro- 
irramme of the exjienditnre which Government considered necesstry 
if the administration was to lie carried on the bare lines hitherto 
accented as essential. It will be remembered that at the time 
when the Bndpet was introduced, taxation Bills were pending before 
this Council, and it will be rememliered also that; the Budget shoij^d 
a deficit of over a crore of rupees between income 

could not include the receipts frAm the taxation Bills in the Budget 
last March because the Bills had not been passed, but I promised 
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that after the Rills were i>a8se(l, we would introduce supplementary 
estimates showing how we proposed to dis|X)8e of any surplus which 
we might Oibtain from the Bills. Well, the tajcation Bills wera 
passed and on the best estimate we can frame, we anticijmte that our 
total income during the current year will ex<red our ex|)endlture by 
about Rs. 20 lakhs. We ho|>e that in future years on the same 
standards we shall l)e able to count upon a small surplus annually, 
and we feel therefore that we are entitled to draw fiom our balances 

to meet the necessities of the various urgent sc-heines which, as the 

Council knows, are before us awaiting fui\ds. If we draw Rs. 40 lakhs 
from the balances, we shall with a surplus of Rs. 20 lakhs have a sum 
of Rs. 60 lakhs to spend. Out of this we pr(>]M)se to keep in reserve 
Rs. 10 lakhs for l8an charges. Our loan pro^Khsals will b(‘ laid la^fore 
the Council at a later dat(‘, but for the juesent we may assume that 
we shall have a sum of Rs. 50 lakhs which can be allotted to the 
vanous departments by a vote of this Council for expenditure on 
departmental puri>oses. As re({uired by the devolution rub‘s, the 
Oovernmeiit as a whole have considered the allocation of this sum 
of Rs. 50 lakhs to the variou.s Departments and have* decided to give 
Rs. 17} lakhs to the Reserved Departments and the balance of 

Rs. d2} lakhs to the Tiansteried Departments: and I may say that 

allocation was only made after a very full consideration of urgent 
schemes totalling «p to a very much larger figure than Rs 50 lakhs. 
The estimates that we now ]>resent cover a sum of about Rs. 34 lakhs. 


There is a: balaiuv of Rs. Hi lakhs which it is^ projiosiMl to devote to 
certain schemes which are not yet ready. They will be put up More 
the Council, T hope, in August, but the schemes which we lay before 
the Council to-day will total about Us. 34 lakhs. Out of this total 
demand, Rs. 22 lakhs is required foi non-recurring exjMmditure and Rs. 12 
lakhs for recurring expenditure. This distribution is, I ‘think, satis- 
factory because the Council will realise that apart from retrenchment and 
other matters which are*looming before us in the future— apart from large 
retrenchments— we cannot exyKHd a verv great surplus in future years on 
our present sources of revenue. ^ It would, therefore, not be wise for us to 
commit ourselves at present to any very large sc hemes of recurring exix*n. 
diture, and therefore, as 1 sav, the greater part of the exiienditure 
wbich is now lieing placed before the Coumu'l is of a non-rec urring 
character. I do not propo.se to go into the dcdails of the various 
schemes at the present moment. Thef will all he foimd in the little 
book, and Members and Ministers will of course be prepared to 
explain their demands when the detailed discussions begin next 
Friday. All that T desire to do to-dav is to explain the circumstances 
in wbich these estimates are being place<l before the Council. 


Mauivi A K. FAZL-UL HAQrflefore we proceed further, way 
I be permittJd to ask the Hon’ble the Finance MemM to enlighten 
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me on one ix>int? In the book circulated to us, there is a note by 
Mr. Spry which speaks ol drawing upon the balances of Rs. 40 lakha 
this year. That is also the expression used by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member. 1 understood that there were no balances to be drawn upon 
because we started with a deficit budget and money was provided by 
new taxation Bills; that money has not yet been collected. I for one 
eanuot understand the meaning of the expression “ drawing upon the 
balances.’’ 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: On the Isi of April our balances 
amounted to Rs. 62 lakhs, that is to say, at the end of the financial year 
we had to our medit with the (jovernment of India a sum of Rs. 62 lakhs. 
From that sum we propose to draw Rs. 40 laklis for px|>enditure during 
the current year. Our expenditure (‘overed by the main budget 
amounted to Rs. 10,25 lakhs. With our new revenue from the recent 
taxation, we anticipate tliat our income tliis year wdll amount to 
Rs. 10,45 lakhs, that is to say thei»e will be a surplus of Rs. 20 lakhs 
this year on the main budged between income and expenditure 
Besides that, we have Rs. 62 lakhs \o our credit from which we pro- 
pose to draw Rs. 40 lakhs, making a total sum of Rs. 60 lakhs avail- 
able foi e.\])enditure at tin* ])resent time. 

Covernment Bills. 

The Bengal Court-fees (Amendment No. II) Bill, 1922, 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR : 1 move for leave to introduce a 
Bill further to amend the (^)urt-fees Act, bSTO, with reference tA the 
scale of court-fees in Bengal. This, Sir, is a short and formal matter 
but I must apologise for having to trouble the Council wdth it. Ag 
the Council know and more esjHM iallv those members who served with 
us on the Select Committee on the taxation Bills, we w^ere working 
all the time at v(‘ry great pressure and then* are a few small mistakes 
in the Court-fees Bill which have been discovered since, and we desire 
now to take the earliest opportunity to rectify them. This Bill, Sir, 
consists of only four clau.ses. The first (clause is simply the title clause. 
The second clause deals with two or three verbal amendments which 
I need not trouble the Council by explain^ing. The third clause jis 
more imj>ortant but that only desires to rectify an ambiguity which, I 
think, I can explain very shortly. The Council will remember that 
in the matter of Probate duties and Succession certificates we introduced 
a sbding scale in the Bill which was passed last March. We exempted 
all estates less than Rs. 2,000, between Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 10,000 we pro- 
posed to charge 2 per cent., between Rs. 10,000 and Rs. 50,000, 3 per 
cent., from Rs. 50,000 to a lakh 4 per cent, and over a lakh, 5 per cent. 
We intended that these duties shbuld be cumulative, that i? to say, 
all Estates of Rs. 20,000 should pay 2 per cent, on the first Rs. 10,000 and 
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3 per cent, on the second Rs. 10,000. That was the intention of the 
Council as it was my own intention. But we have been warned that 
according’ to the wording of the Bill, as passed, the Courts may hold 
that the duties are not cumulative, that is to say, that on an Estate of the 
value of Rs. 20,000, no duty is to Ik* payable on the first Rs. 10,000 
and only 3 jx-r cent, on the second Rs. 10.000. The inju.stice of this 
is obvious. It is particularly obvious in regard to a document of 
Rs. 15,000. Under our proposals the parties would pay Rs. 200 
on the first Rs. 10,000 phis Us. 150 on the Rs. 5.000 or Rs, 350 in all. 
But if the alternative interjiretation is to be accepted then the parties 
will only pay Rs. 150 on the Us. 5,0t)0 and nothing on the first Rs. 10,000 
at all. In (dlier words, the fee on an Estate of Rs. 15,000 would be less 
than the fee on au Estate of Its. 10,000. It is (juite clear that that 
was not the intention of the (%>uncil and we have bt*en advised to 
change the wording of the Bill accordingly. Clause 4 declares that 
the amendment contained in the ]>resent Bill shall 1 m'‘ deemed to 
have* lM*en made from the date of the passing of the ('ourt- 
fees Amendment .\ct, 1022. That is an accepted j>ractice in a 

measure of this kind and it is still further justified in this ra-so because 
we have ascertained that in tlu‘ High (\)urt. at an\ rate up to this time 
Court-fees haVe b<*er' paid in the manner wlncdi wv int(‘nded and the 
alt(*! native interpr(‘tat ion which I have mentioiied has not yet been 
raised b\ anv (V)urt s(» that no injury will be done to anybody if we give 
the present Bill refrosjHvt i ve effect from the first of April. But now 
that it has b<*en my iminful duty to make public these doubts and diffi- 
culti(*.s. it is obvious that the s(M>ner they are rcmioved, the Ix^tter. T 
hojief tliereforc, that tin* Council will accept these motions regarding the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

The Tfon’ble Sir Tohn Kerr then moved that the Bill be taken into 
consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The fTf>n’ble Sir John Kerr #11100 moved that the Bengjvl Court-fees 
(Amendment No. ID Bill. 1922, lie jiassed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Calcutta Munioipfl Bill, 1921. 

The Hon’Me Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I move that 
the Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921, be referred to a Select C'ommittee 
consisting of Mr. H. P. Duval, Mr. S. W. Goode, Mr. J. N. Gupta, 
Babu Debi Prosad Khaitan, Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, Mr. D. 

T. Cohen, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, Babu Fanindralal De, Mr. D. C. 
Ghose, Mr. S. M. Bose, Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. Svwl Nasim 
Ali, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, Dr. A. Suhrawardy, Mr. W. Rae, 
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Mr. H. A. Stark, Mr. G. Morgan, Babu Ainulya Dhone Addy, Mr. 
Tarit Bliusan Roy and the mover, with iiistruetioiis to submit their 
reiK)rt as soon as possible.” 

On the 22n(l November last, the House granted me permission to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act. A week later 
cm the 29th November, tlie House directed, witliout a single dissentient 
vote, that the Bill be circulated with a view to elicit public opinion there- 
on. The mandate of the House has been duly carricMl out. Seven months 
have elapsed during which time the Bill has been before the public 
bodies concerned, 1 now ask the House to authorize the (jovernment 
to ])rocee.d a stage further in the progress of the Bill. I beg to move 
that a Select (Vimniittee (‘onsisting of the nn'inbtus already mentioned be 
ajipointed to consider and repoit upon this Bill as '.,oon as possible. I 
think a word of explanation will perhaps be necessary with regard to 
the phrase “ as soon as jxi.ssible.” Sir, niy idea is that this Bill should 
be jilaced on tin* Statute Book by the end of January oi February next 
and that the Seh*ct (\)niniitt(*e should nicud, if jiossible, early in August 
if not b(‘fore that time. 

The most obvious criticism that will lie offeied to tlu‘ formation of 
the Select ('ommittee such as the one J propose will be that it is too 
large and jKuhajis somewhat cumbrous for the transaction of business. 
1 confess, Sii, that from the nuiiKMical point of vi(‘w it cannot be 
regarded as an ideal committ(*(‘. An Knglish friend mine*, now alas 
dead, with whom 1 was associat(‘d in juiblic lib', gave me his views as 
to what an ideal committee should be. It should consist of only three 
IHUsons— one alwa\s jibsent, the second usually sick in bed, the third 
doing the work. I am afraid we a»e not always able in juacticJl life 
to follow great and excidlent ideals. We have to subordinate them to 
the real and the practical. In any case, there are committees and com- 
mittees, there aiv committees which not only deliberate but are also 
charged with executive work. The Select rommittee, which 1 piopose, 
will only deliberatt', and in such a case its representative character is 
imjiortant, and this can only be secur('d by providing an adecjuate number. 
The interests inv(dved are so \ast, .so varied, and one might .say so com- 
plicated, that 1 have bdt it mv duty to have a fairly large committee, 
and 1 am not without hopes that it may result in a full and free dis- 
cussion III the Select (Nmimittee whieli may help to .shorten our debates 
here. ^ 

T niitv mention in this conv-ertion that in 1898, the Select Com- 
mittee appointed to consider the ralentia' Municipal Hill which is 
now the law consisted of 9 out of a total of 20 members of the Benpal 
Ticpislative f'ouncil. or nearly 50 per cent, of the total strength of the 
Council. My committee consi.sts of 20 members out of a total of 139 
or only about 15 per cent. 

A motion for the referenee o^a Bill to a .Select Committee affords 
the opportunity for the discussion of its principles. That is the practice 
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of the House of Commons. It is also provided by our Rules which 
indeed enable us to disc uss the principles of a Bill when the motion is 
made for its circulation (Rule 5‘J). As a matter of fact when I moved 
that the Bill l)e circulated for the puipose of elicit inj^f opinion, there 
was a full discussion of its principles and of the details so far as they 
affecd those principles. It was a full-dress debate which lasted from 

29th November till the Isf Decemlau*. It seems to me, therefor*^ 
unnecessary to fjo over the old ground a^ain. The (‘uidinal fact which 
we have to bear in mind — the underlying principle whicdi may be said 
to shai)e and mould its ])rcvisioiis is that the Bill stacks to phu'e the 
municipal system of Ctdcutta on a line with the newly inaii^'urated 
Reforms. Our systcun oi self-^ovcunment — ini])erial, jirovincial as well 
as local — must forflj an oi^»‘anic wliole, a (‘onsistent and homopfeneous 
entity; and it must be stnui^thcned at thc‘ bas(‘ by the liberalization 
of our lo(‘al institutions. In any event, the municipal system of ('al- 
cutta must l»e worthy of our preat city. Cabuitta is the ()m*en of 
Eastern cities, combining the amenities of Eastern and Western life 
and civilization. Slu* is inde<‘(l no longer an lm]>enal city, though we 
ar(‘ not without hopes that the honour may yet be lestored to her. In 
any case none can tear away from her brows the laurelled crown which 
she wears and which is hers, by a n;rht diviner than what cnirthly ]H)W(‘rs 
can bestow. Our jH*o])l(* must f(*el that they ar(‘ the citizens of a m# 
mean city, and tlm^ they can iiold tlndr own amon^** tlie fre(‘ communi 
ties of the Einpin*. I’lie Bill provides for tlie demo(U*atizat ion of tlu‘ 
municipal system of ('alcutta, the* transfer of supreme authority ovcu' 
our civic affaii’s to tin* i’epi(‘sentat ives of the* rate-payeis, subject to 
the nT^cessary safe^^uards and coupled with the fulb'st justice to all inter- 
ests. This is the fundanuuital jirincijde of the Bill; and all its ju’ovi- 
sions ]H)int to this one (*nd. A<(ordni^‘l\ we have provi(b*d that nine- 
tenths of the members should be (decttMl, thre(*-fourths by'the ^^eneral 
electoiate. In pursuance of the policy of (Mjual justice to all interests, 
which I claim to be one of the cardinal features of the Bill, Muham- 
madiin representation has been ^^uaranteed by a number of seats beinjf 
reserved for the Muhammadan community. European interests have 
been secured by the juovision of sjHM-ial electorates, su])plementing the 
preiieral electorate, and the paramountcy of the C^orjioration assured 
by the alndition of co-ordinate autheuities. The (V)rporation, supremo 
in all affairs, wi# elec t its own s}>eaker and also its c hief execuitive 
officer, the selection of the latter beinp subjec t to confirmation by (Gov- 
ernment. 

Cominjr events cast their .shadows ahead. How popular the provi- 
sion in the Bill to which I have referred is will appear from the general 
outburst of enthusiasm which the ap|K)intment by Government of 
Mr. Surendra Nath Mallik as officiating (Uiairman of the Corjwmition has 
evoked among all sec tions of the community, Euroi)ean and Indian. It 
is not indeed the honour done to the man, worthy as he is in every 
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way, but it is the recoguition of the principle, of a landmark in the evolu- 
tion of national progress, which the appointment definitely emphasizes 
that has been the subject of universal acclaim. To me, Sir, it is exceed- 
grutiiying to find that this very advanced provision in the Bill has 
by anticipation receivcKl the assent of public opinion. It is an augury of 
g(k)d which has IxMin confirmed by the attitude of tlie Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce. The Chamber is the most j>owerful commercial organi- 
ation in the country with a great past and great traditions which have 
left their enduring mark on the history of the province. 1 rejoice to 
find that the Chamber have ac(a)rded a general support to the provisions 
of the Bill, and 1 take it that it indicates the geiieial attitude of the non- 
official Kuroi)ean community in regard to this imiM>rtant measure. 

c, 

There are some other princijdes involved in the const itional provisions 
of the Bill to which reference may be made. The franchise has l)een 
lowered ; plural voting has In^en curtailed. Here there is a further 
advtince in democratic princijdes. 

The Bill jufKvides for the creation of a sjx*cified number of aldermen 
to be co-opt(*d by tbe Cori)orat ion. This is in a(‘(‘ 0 ]dance with English 
practice and is dictated l)y the clearest considerations of ex]H*diency, as 
enabling men of rijK* ex])eri(*ncc and judgnuMit, but unwilling to face 
the risks and inconveniences of jiopular elections, to enter the Corpora- 
tion. 

1 recognise that there is a strong feeling among some members of 
the (kirporatioii for an expansion of the boundaiies of ('alcutta. We 
have included in the Bill a small area in Toll\gung(‘ to lie incorporated 
in the inunicii>ul limits of ('alcutta. It is for th<^ Council to dl^cide 
whether there is to be a further extension of the territorial limits of 
munici]>al (-alcutta. The (iovernment does not feel justified to ])roceed 
further in tliis connection without a greater unanimity of public opinion. 

Then there is the (juestion of women’s franchise, for which no pro- 
vision is made in the Bill. The Government did not feel itself justified 
in moving in the inattei in view of the strong differences of opinion on 
the subject, as was evidenced by a recent debate in this House. But 
it will be open to any member of the Select (’ommittee or of the House, 
to jiress this view, and it will be for the House to pronounce its decision. 

One w'ord more before I take leave of this jiaH of the subject. I 
have nothing to add to what 1 have already said regarding communal 
representation for the Muhammadan community. The Government has 
stated its views. The matter is left in the hands of the Council and the 
Government will he guided by its decision. I have not the slightest 
doubt in my mind that the Select Committee will give this important 
question the careful consideration which it deserves. 

I now pass on to the considered ion of the administrative provisions 
of the Bill. Here the modifications proiK)8ed may be grouped under 
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two heads — (1) amendmeuts in drafting, and (2) changes in the sub- 
stantive law. Both have been dictated by the exj>erieuce of the last 
20 years. We have learnt much and we have unlearnt something too. 

The outstanding feature of this jmrt of the Bill is that the adminis- 
trative sections derive their in.spiration and justiticatioii from the c<)n- 
stitutional clauses. Large jiowers are vested in the (Jorjmration. What 
is the justification? What is the safeguard against the abuse of these 
powers? The justification lies in our growing wants and our eximnding 
sanitary ideals. The safeguard is the suprernacv of the |K)pular con- 
trol. If you cannot trust \our representatives, whom would you trust? 
If they go wrong, you can punish them, you can withdraw your ccuifi- 
dence from them and you can dismiss them. Tlu‘ Bill thus ])rovides a 
self-acting check fliKin the abuse of the extensive^ powers ]>ro[>ostMl to 1 k» 
vested in the Corporation. That indeed has been the method of democracy 
all the world over — a combination of large powders with almost automatic 
chec'ks against abuse. Look at the great we.stern Republic. It is an 
incarnation of democratic principles, the President being deeded by a 
sort of plrlnnst^ but he w’ields authority greater than what is vested 
in Eurofiean sovtueigns. The checks of democracy ar(‘ found to be 
sufficient for all purjKi.ses. T^ook at tin* large ]>owers which the Local 
(Government Board exercises over the local bodies in England. W(‘ 
have nothing lik<‘ them here. Municii>al commissioners are even liable 
to be fined. TTei^‘ again there has been no abuse. Tlie system has 
worked w’ell. 7^he safeguard of ultimat<‘ po]mlar lontrol has b(*(»n found 
adeejuate for all purjioses. 1 for one. Sir, w'ith the Ladings, call them 
jirejudice if you like, which the rough and tumfib^ of nearly half a cen- 
tury of public life has created in me, would look with considerable mis- 
trust uyxm tile enlarged powders wdiich it is proixised under the Bill to 
confer on the Corporation, did T not feid that tla^n* w'as suHicituit pro- 
tection afforded by the democratization of that Ixidy. 

The new’ powers whicdi it is proposed to assume all ridate more or 
less to public health and the improvement of th(‘ sanitary conditions 
that prevail in the city. We must reduce our death-rate by imj>roving 
the health-conditions and we^ must add to the comfoH and convenience 
of our rate-jiayers. The sections ndating to the sanitation of husti^ 
have been the battle-ground of many legal contests in which money and 
time have been wasted. We propose to remedy this state of things by 
making more clear and exjilic it the mwining of the original stM’tions. 
Here I may invite the attention of tl<l» Council to an im|H)rtant change 
which makes a definite advance in husti .sanitation. Section 350 of the 
Bill provides that when a street alignment has Wen laid down in a busti, 
after the expiry of seven years, the Corporation may direct the owners 
of the land or the ow^ners and occupiers of the existing huts to remove 
such huts as fall w’ithin such street alignment. The result will lie that 
in congested hustiis, which are the plague-spots of the city, there will 
grow up at one stroke a carefully planned net-work of roads. 
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P^urtber exj)eiieiice has shown that our building regulations, 
although HUpeiior to those of Bombay, need to be strengthened not only 
to meet our growing requirements but also to withstand the sharp 
scrutiny to which they are subjected in the law courts. It is within the 
compass of two sections (364 and 366) that the present Act seeks to 
govern the development of land for building sites. They have been 
found to be wholly inade(|uate, and a Town Planning Bill is now under 
consideration. But that is for the future. In the meantime, there a^e 
isolated insanitary buildings set up wdien antediluvian standards of 
sanitation prevailed and whicli have to be dealt with. We have taken 
the necessary powers under the Bill. Section 376 of the Bill provides 
that where a Magi.strate has prohibited the use of any building for 
human habitation, and this ordei has been in force* for 3 months, the 
(\)rporation “ shall proceed to consider the question of its demolition,’^ 
no comj^nsation being paid in such a case. 

Let nn^ now pass on to the important (luestion of the food adultera- 
tion. The Bill deals with it in wliat 1 claim to be a compreheusive 
manner. You will remember that in PUT, an Act was passed to deal 
with the adulteration of (ihee, which will now be rej>ealed. In 1919, 
a 71101 e coTnjuehensive Act was ])assed dealing with the ciuestion of food 
adulteration, hut it did not applv to Calcutta. It is a matter of common 
knowledge that the business of profiteering has Immui developed into a 
fine art and that tin* geneial community suffer in /onseiiuence. The 
Bill seeks to deal with this evil so far as some of the prime necessaries 
of life are (‘onceimed. , 

Milk is an imiiortaiit aiticle of food in Cah utta and especially among 
a jTeople the bulk of whom abstain fiom animal food. In this connec- 
tion, I should like to mention that the Act makes special provision to 
ensure the purity of the milk-sujqdy. As you are aware, a v^ry pro- 
gressive jHjlicy in this diiection has been adoj)ted in T*ecent years in all 
great cities in the United Kingdom, and I believe that a foimer 
liord Provost of Glasgowr egaided the entile municipalisation of the 
city milk-suiiply as the ideal to be aimed at. In this Bill we do not go so 
far, but we do projxise to give the (k)rpofation ]X)wei“s, in their discre- 
tion, to establish dairies and gi-azing grounds either within or without 
Calcutta and to establish municijial depots for the sale of milk and other 
dairy proiluce. But the milk-supply of Calcutta for the most part 
comes from outside our municipel limits, and these sources must be 
controlled. We have sought to attain this end without encroaching on 
the functions of neighhoui ing municipalities by providing that all Cal- 
cutta dairy men are to be licensed and Calcutta dairies are to be regis- 
tered. If we find any daily man importing dangerous or infected 
milk, the Corporation may cancel his license and thus indirectly con- 
trol his source of supply. And prc^^dsion is made for the inspection by 
the Health Officers of the sources of milk-supply. 
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Lastly, the Bill provides for sanction to municipal trading under 
certain conditions. It is a new departure, but 1 ho{>e it will be fol- 
lowed by local bodies in the mufassal when it has been justified by 
experience. It will indirectly serve as an antidote to profiteering and 
also to the practice followed in certain quarters to susiHMid business as 
a sort of protest, thereby causing serious public inconvenience and dis- 
locating the daily life of Calcutta. ♦ 

Mr. 8. MAHBOOB ALEY: Since the introduction of tlie Bill in this 
House in Novemlier, 1 have had fuller opportunities of gauging the 
views of my community, and 1 find that the* most (*nlighleued of them 
do not favour the creation of a separate cdectorate foi‘ the Muham- 
madans. I am no^, therefore, asham(*d to confess that I have become 
wiser with the lajise of time and 1 now fully appr 4 *ciate the* cogency of 
the reasons urged h\ the Hon’ble the Minister against the creation of 
a separate electorate for my community, though I had voted for it on 
the last occasion. At the same time*, 1 am bound to inform you that 
there is a consensus of ojuiiion in m\ communitx that the numl>c*r of 
seats allotted to tlnun is not commensurate* with their nume*rical 
strength and tlieir importance; and 1 ve*nture to submit that the 
Muhajumadans are entitled to at legist se*ats in the (^irjKiration. The 
Hon’ble the Ministei* in justification of the ])roposed number has com- 
pared it with the |>ast ieprese‘ntation of the Muhammadans in tin* (’or- 
IKiration which it is now admitteMl on all hands was absolutely inade*- 
(juate. But. Sir, two wrongs do not make* a right and if in the* past mv 
communitv has suftercMl in this matter that i1^ no re^ason why the 
admitted injustice in the* past should furnish a guide in fixing the 
number of seats for tin* M uliammadaiis in the present Bill. However, 
we must beai- in mind that though thcMueticall v the*re is no bar to 
mv communitv to eapture one* or more .seats from the general ele*ctor- 
ate*, yet, in ]ua( tice*, that has been an iiiqaissibility ; and it would be 
futile to e*xj>ect that they would be able to secure* one* single He*at from 
the general e*le( toiate*. I would therefore* ap}M*al to the Hon’ble the 
Minister and to this House to allot 2^1 se*ats to the* Muhammadans, parti- 
cularly in view of the* ad vance**made bv the me*inbe*rs of our communitv 
during the course of 20 ye»ars and the imiwrtant jKisition they oce upy in 
the trade and commerce and the civic life of this city. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABDU8 8ALAM: It was my misfortune in 
December last to take jiart in the disfussion relating to this Bill. I 
feel that what I said on the last occasion was almost all that I had to 
sav. I had something unpleasant in say under the stress of a sense 
of duty which I owed to myself and to my constituents. It is no pleasure 
to me to cross swords with the veteran and Hon’ble Knight Sir Surendra 
Nath Baiierjea who has won his spurs in different roles and on different 
fields. But I cannot help it as I owe#a duty to myself and to the com- 
munity to which I belong. The acceptance of the present motion to 
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refer the Bill to the Select Committee would mean that we accept the 
principle of the Bill which we, Muhamrmwlan members, by a large 
majority, do not. 

As regards Muhammadan representation on the Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation, I hold, as I said on the last occasion, that the only prin- 
ciple on which there can be proper Moslem representation on such local 
self-goveiuing bodies is by separate representation, as was conceded in 
the case of the Legislative Councils after a long and bitter controversy. 
It is no jdeasure to me to go back to those controversies and rip open 
old sores, but as 1 owe a duty to myself and to my constituents, I demur 
to the proix)sition that has been put forw^ard by the Hon’ble Minister to 
refer the Bill to the Sele(‘t (/ommittee, in order to have it placed on 
record that 1 do not accejd the principb* of Muhai/imadan representa- 
tion through mixed electorate that he lays down, by reserving seats for 
Muhammadans. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; 1 cannot hear wdiat you are saying 
and I think other members cannot hear you also. Will you plea.se speak 
upy (The member here caim* nearer to tin* President’s chair.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABDU8 8ALAM: The non’ble the Minister 
has given 13 seats to Muhammadans and he thinks that by giving 13 
seats he has given them a great deal. Tlie Muhammadans are an unfor- 
tunate people and so he has rightly stamped their lAisfortune by allot- 
iiig to them the unlucky figure 13. This indicates his mental attitude 
towards Moslems. * 

[Here follow'ed more interruption by Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur.] 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABDU8 8ALAM: 1 am entitled to be heard 
in silence, i^ not with reverence, as has l)i‘en the ruling of the Deputy- 
President in other cases. I want to enter into a pi^rsonal explanation 
in regard to the observation which the Hon’ble the Minister made last 
time challenging my version of what had happened at a conference. 
He got more excited than myself in spite of his muc^h older age and 
that was w’ith reference to something which had happened in a confer- 
ence. He has got the papers t)f the conference lief ore him and I have 
also got the pa]H*rs In'fore me, and I d(‘liberutely say what I said on that 
occasion that 1 was the only Muhammadan present at the conference 
w’hen the (]uestion of Moslem rejiresentation was voted ujKin and that 
that statement is absolutely, literally and categorically true, Sir Suren- 
dra Nath Banerjea notwithstanding. That is all I have to say. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I would like to inquire whether 
the members of the Select Committee have got each one of them muni- 
cipal experience — municipal expeMence in general or experience of the 
Calcutta CoriKiration in particular. If there are some who have got no 
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municipal experieace, may 1 inquire the reason of their inclusion in 
this committee ? This 1 ask not in a spirit of criticism but in a spirit of 
inquiry. 

I find, to my misfortune, that medical men have been studiously 
excluded from the Select (Committee, although it is a known fact that 
all municipal questions bristle with public health, and it is a fact that 
this Council contains one member, a medical man, and a memlH^r of the 
Calcutta Corporation for upwards of 15 years, and this gentleman has 
been excluded. I will nol say anything more at this stage, but 1 would 
like to know the jiarticular reason of the Ilon’ble Minister why it is 
that medical men have bi'en ex<luded. Is it for their over-activity or 
for their absolute inefficiency? 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: 1 tliink it is my duty to si^ieak 
when the constitution of the Select Conimitttv is In'ing ih'batt'd uiKin. 
\V ith regard to the Muhamnuulaii elec torate, the Ilon’ble Minister assur^nl 
us during the last session that (fo\ eminent would consider the o)>inion 
of tlie Mulinminadans u luoi the tinu* came, and now when the com- 
mittee is going to be constituted, as my friend Dr. Moitra has said, the 
doctors have Ikhui <*xcluded from tin* committee, 1 beg to submit that 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdus Salam has lieeii excluded from the com- 
mittee. Instead of that Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan, a young man, has 
been included in the committee. I beg to submit that the Hon’ble 
Minister should nfit make this committee a happy family among them- 
selves. It ought to be a representative committee when* all shades of 
opinion are to be placcsl, so that any matt(‘r which is of importance to 
the whole community, to the Muhammadans as W(*ll as to the Hindus, 
would be threshed out. That is the only way in which 1 think (iovern- 
ment ought to consider the matter. It is a mattm* of life and deatii 
to the Muhammadans. 1’hey want to enter into the ('alcutta (\)rj>ora- 
tion, but tlM‘y an* going to be exclud(*d in a way. Thirf(*(*n seats have 
been reserved for tin* Muhammadans. But what w’oiild the Muham- 
madans get? Th(*y will be elected bv a mixed electorate and |>erH()nrt 
like Maulvi Mahboob Aley and Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan who wish 
to curry favours with communities other than Muhammadan will be* 
selected. 1 think representative Muhammadans who would fearlessly 
set forth the views of the Muhammadans ought to be selected whether 
in the Uouncil or anywdiere cd.se when the (luestion of Muhammadan 
representation is tak(*n into consideration. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Is Mr. S. Mahboob Aley on 
the committee? 

Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: I wish he were. 

Maulvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED* I put a question some time ago 
to the Hon’ble Minister about the debate that took place in the (Cal- 
cutta Corporation with regard to the election of Muhammadans and 
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papers were laid otj the table, and from those papers it was quite clear 
that the majority of the votes was in favour of a separate electorate for 
the Muhammatlaris ; but Mr. Syed Erfan Ali, who happened to come 
after the voting was over, was asked jnivately to give his opinion and 
he was in favour of a mixed electorate. But a veteran like the Hon’ble 
Minister recorded in the answer to my (|uestion that the majority was 
iu favour of a mixed electorate. 1 beg to submit that the Hon’ble 
Minister knew it perfectly w'ell that the opinion that was expressed by 
Mr. Syed Erfan Ali, after the voting was over, was of no account 
whatever, and, therefore, the majority of the Europeans and Indians 
who were juesent at the time when the debate took place were in favour 
of a separate elect oi ate for the Muhammadans. That is the reason why 
when the Sel(‘ct (V)mmittee is going to be constituted* there ought to be 
representative Muliamniadans to ventilate their grievances so that there 
may not be an c.r partr judgment in the matter. That is the reason 
why I object to the (‘onst Itution of the Select Committee as it is. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I (ongratulate the Hon’ble 
Minister for having be(*n able to move that the consideration of 
the (hilcutta Municipal Bill be ref(*rrecl to a Select (\)mmittee at such 
an early date — I say advisc‘dl\ “ at such an eaily date ” bec*ause T 
know well, and I think the Hon’ble Minister is also well aware*, that 
[>ublic o|>inion on this big and bulky vedume has not yet been received 
ti'om all (punters, and T know from my own personal exjierience that 
not oidy in the (\)r]>c)rption but in other places, the different public 
bodies are busy considering the provisions of this Bill, and therefore 
it c*annot be fairly assumed that public opinion has exhausted itself on 
this (piestion. It will take some* time — T believe 1 am correc't in 
saving not liefore the Ihijas— for the o])inion not only of the (\)riK>ra- 
tion but of other public bodies to be foithcoming. 

If we go back to the consideration of the (’alcutta Municipal Bill 
in the ]>ast, in 187(1, in 1888, and in 18f)9 to which the Hon’ble Minister 
has spec'ially referred wc* will find^ that there has not been such hiiri’v 
and hustle over Bill of this kind. 1 devotitly ho]H* and trust that there 
will be no unusual hurry and hustle over the passage of this Bill on the 
]>resent occasion. (In the last occasion while we were discussing the 
principles of the Bill we were bemoaning our lot that our powers were 
all being taken away b> the ruthless action of a provincial (Governor, 
and w’e concentrated our attention mostly on the constitutional chapters 
and skipped over the administrative portions. I hope that this will 
not occur on the present occasion. Although the Bill is referred to 
the Select (kmimittee, T hope they w’ill not hustle over the innumerable 
provisions of the Bill, but will carefully consider the several provisions 
and the several parts of the schedule in the light of the criticisms that 
will be offered. 
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I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister that after 20 years he has bean 
successful, thanks to the genius of the British (lovernnient, to 
restore to us our lost right. 1 say he is restoring to us our lost right. 
Although there was no Refonued Government in those days, the 
Corporation was supreme in all matters relating to the administration 
of the city, from l<Sb2 down to 1899. Barring the appointment of the 
Chairman, everything including his salary, leave and even his lemoTal 
was left to the supreme control of the Cor]H>ration. It was by the 
reactionary step of a provincial Governor that that privilege was 
taken away, and 1 remember well how vigorously the Mon’ble Minister 
fought against the ruthless vandalism of that Governor. T am glad 
that the time has now come, thanks to the gmnus of the British Govern- 
ment, that it has Been left to a popular Ministiu’ to r(‘ston‘ our lost right 
to us. 

Now, Sir, with regard to communal representation, I believe it 
would be a perennial struggle between out Muhammadan friends and 
the ministerial party. T think this battle will rage on fiercely to the 
end, even to the last dav when this Bill will ennuge from this 
Council as the law of the land. But I must sa\ om‘ thing, and that is it 
stiikes me that while we aie all ke*en that there should he no <*ommumil 
repTesentation, it seems rathei stiange that we are accoiding in this 
very Bill in a sense communal lepiesentat ion to the Kui’opean (ommu- 
nity. I think tliiit is a fioint which ought to he look«‘rl into, lau’aiise 
a gieat deal depends on that in ((uinection with the claims of my 
friends belonging to the Muhammadan as \>ell^is to the Marwari (‘om- 
munity. It was in the Act of ISS8 that special seats weie leseTwed for 
the Bengal (’hamher of Commei*ce and the (’alcutta I'l’ades Associa- 
tion. Why should they not come thiamgh the general electorates? 
Whv should a body composed cd 8(1 or 10(1 mmnheis he jiremitted to 
elect half a dozen membeis to the Corfmiation and why sliould not the 
general body of the rate-payeis of Calcutta l>e fX'rmitted in the same 
way as is proposed in conne< tion with the Muhammadan represen- 
tation to elect Euro]H*an memheis to the Coi ]>oiation ? 1 think that 

this anomaly should he removed. 1 know that the position of the 
Hon’ble Minister is very delicate and embariassing, on one side he is 
a p)]>uhn re))re''entali ve heie — I know he was himself o[>f>oHed to this — 
but 1 know at the same time he has to reconcile conflicting interests. 
I think that in order to be even-handed in the dispensation of justice 
in this matter he ought to s<*e that ifb invidious distinction is made. 

As regards the general jirovisions of the Bill, T do not know what pro- 
vision is being made with regaid to the question of vesting larger 
powers in the Corpora I ion for the ])urpose of not only improving the 
milk-supply — I know that ceitain powers are proposed to be given — but 
for the purpose of municipal trading in connection with dairy farms 
and other things. I think that is Asentially necessary for the supply 
of pure milk and foodstuffs in the city. I am sure the Select Committee 
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will enter into this question more minutely than has been done in 
connection with this part of the Bill. My apprehension is that atten- 
tion will be cx)ncentrated on the constitutional chapters of the Bill, 
that is to say, how many commissioners will be elected, whetlier 
there should be Aldermen, a Miiniidpal Commissioner or there should 
be a Speaker or a Lord Mayor and all that, than to the different pro- 
visions of the Bill affecting the everyday lives of the rate-payers. 
We all know that the rate-payers are more concerned with the detailed 
provisions of the Bill than with the number and dignity of the Muni- 
cipal Commissioner — whether a liord Mayor or Speaker. T do not at 
the same time wish to minimise the importance of the constitutional 
chapters of the Bill, but I submit that the rate-payers should bel pro- 
tected from any jMissible oppression or exaction oh the part of the 
municipal underlings. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: My worthy colleague, Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur has congratulated the llon’ble Minister but I think that 
we should congratulate ourselves for having the ojiportunity of hear- 
ing such an instructive, insj)iring and informing address from our 
revered leader. We should also congnitulati* ourselves that the tribune 
of the peojile still jiossesses the capacity to make hurritnl marches 
towards the attainment of a greater measure of self-goviummont. 

It is unfortunate that the question of communal representation has 
(Teated such a heat in the (\)uncil, but 1 think tliai there is not much 
room for it at ])resent. 

It seems to mo that when the Horrble Ministm* asks that the Bill 
should go into the Select Committee, he does not at all desire to exclude 
the discussion of the question of (‘ommunal representation that might 
'take place over there, and those of us who are of opinion tliat com- 
munal represtUitation is necessary for the Muhammadans at tlie pre.sent 
moment, should have an anqde oiiportunitv of bringing that matter 
home to the symi>athetic Mini.ster. Of course, tin* matter that has 
been brought to the notice of the llon’ble Minister, about the selection 
of the members of the Committee will receive attention at his hands, 
and, T ho]H\ the name of Khan Bahadur Abdus Salam, the veteran 
leader of the j>eople, will find a place among the members of the com- 
mittee as he would be able to give weighty opinions on all matters under 
dis< U8sion. There is one other matter which T would respectfully place 
before the Hon’ble Minister. Tf is the question of wider franchise. 
The Minister is a democrat of democrats and he has said that the fran- 
chise should be lowered so that a larger number of the people should 
have the ca]>acity to guide the actions of those who hap]>t*n to represent 
them inside the Calcutta Cori>oration, but to reduce the amount of 
qualification from 24 to some figure between the teens will not bring 
about the rOvSiilt contemplated. T^istead of thinking of reducing the 
franchise from Rs. to Rs. 20 or Rs. 18, it should be reduced to Rs. 2. 
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Is it not that we are at present thinking of iui|>artiug primary educa- 
tion to our countrymen and is it not that that education will enable 
them within as short a time as i>ossible to think out the l>e8t method of 
improving the condition of their country? And is it not that they will 
then Ik? in a position to give weighty opinions in matters connected with 
their welfare? If the Hon’ble Minister thinks that Its. 2 is too low 
a figure let him make it Hs. 4 and set free a large number of persoijs 
who will make their representatives responsible to them and (‘ompel 
those who are now aliove them to follow the <lictates of the free |H^ople. 

As for communal rejiresentation. 1 would take leave of th<‘ Ifon’ble 
Minister to respectfully draw his attention to wdiat takes j>lace in the 
mufassal. I quote the example of Chandpur in Kastern Itengal where, 
in a recent election* out of 8 ihmsous elect imI to the Local Hoard, 7 were 
Muhammadans, and only one was a Hindu. It is a pity that it was so, 
for it should not be like this; on the other hand, it should have been 
so arranged that tlie Tfindus too ought to hav<‘ got an e(|ual chanc(‘ with 
the Muhammadans and that th(*y should be in a i>osition to exercise 
sufficient control over the Muhammadans who hajqxMi to Ix' on the local 
boards. This may |K)ssibly be insured by granting copmiiinal repre- 
sentation and the Hindus in East lliuigal, who hav{‘ not the ghost ol a 
chance* against the Miihaminadans. u ill be equally Is'iiefited with the 
Muhammadans in West Ilengal wlio stand low in the |K)wer of purse and 
the jiower of num^r. 

Mv hon'ble friend, llai ILulha Charan Pal Bahadur, has said that 
this (juestion of communal n‘pres(*ntat ion may be a sourci* of jwennial 
discc'rd betw(‘en the* Hindus and tin* Muhammadans. Hut mv opinion is 
the other way. Tf you h'ave the* whole matter to lx* s(*tlled among the 
Muhammadans themselves, then it will lx* the Muhammadans who will 
fall out with each other and not witli tin* Hindus. It will, on the other 
hand, make for far more amitv between them instead of cieafing any difl- 
content whatsoever. 1 thiiik it is a subject which is wuirthv of the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister that if the Muhammadan community 
does not want such a thing as communal representation for some time 
to come, whether expediency ought to dictate that it should be granted. 
To mv mind, the time will verv shortly come when both the communi- 
ties are sufficiently educated they will learn to resp<*ct and trust each 
other in every’ wav, and the Muhammadans will not ask for communal 
representation, neither will Hindus of East Bengal think that they 
have no chance against the Muhammadilns. These are the facts which 
I would respectfully place before the Hon’ble Minister for consideration, 
and T would ask my Muhammadan friends w’ho think that the reference 
of the Bill to the Select Committee will preclude the discussion of the 
question of communal representation, to set their distrust at rest and 
leave the matter in the hands of the Hon’ble Minister who will certainly 
give a decision to this question in aif impartial manner and hear the 
voice of the Muhammadan public. 
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[At this stage the Chair was taken by Rai Eadha Charan *Pal 
Bahadur. ] 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMDADUDDIN AHMED: I congratulate the 
Hon’ble Minister, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, on the Bill heliad ask^d 
to be referred to the Select (Committee. Whatever the defects in the 
Bill, we cannot deny that it is an arduous task and must regulate our 
blame accordingly. 

I would like to say a few words on the personnel of the Select Com- 
mittee. T find that tlie members there are all taken from the towji of 
Cahtutta itself; not a single mufassal member has been taken, and I 
fail to see the leason which has moved the Hon’ble Minister to exclude 
the mufassal members. There are in this (kmncil mufassal mem- 
bers — very veteran persons — who are no less able than the Calcutta 
members to advise him on the Municipal Bill. To name persons 
would be invidious, but, if necessary, I can do so. There are chair- 
men, able chairmen of mufassal municipaliti(‘s, who take a good deal 
of interest in these affairs, and I think it would be in the fitness of 
things that some of them at least should be taken on the Select (kim- 
mittee. 

As regards the Muhammadans on the Select Committee, I find that 
there are at least two who have pronounced their views in favour of the 
jH’eseiit draft Bill. Mr. Syed Nasim Ali may have gone the other way, 
and Mr. Razaiir Rahman Khan, whatever his qualifications — he is a 
young man — ought not to have been taken. But. Sir, there are persons 
not only Muhammadans also Tfindus, who have given their views on 
the other side and have expressed the opinion that there should be a 
separate elect (t?*ute for the Muhammadans, But we are sorry to find 
that such people have been .scrupulously avoided. It may be that it 
has been done in a casual manner; we have no doubt that the 
Hon’ble Sir SuiMUidra Nath Banerjea — I have the greatest respect for 
him- is trying his best to do what is pioper to steer the vessel (dear of 
all shoals, but beg h'ave to think that it is not yet too late to imdude 
IMU'soiis who have ex])re.ssed their view.; on the other side. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: After the soothing, 
conciliatory and diplomatic .spee(di (ff Mauivi Kkramul Huq, I hope the 
Council will forgive me if I am unable to follow in his trail. It is a 
matter of the extremest regret fhat in considering the personnel of the 
Select Committee, we have to digress into per.sonalities. We find that 
there are nine Hindu gentlemen on the Select Committee, one of whom 
is atf'^tifflcial and another a .semi-official. There are four Muham- 
madans, two of w'hom have expre.s.sed views which are against commun- 
al repre.seiitation and one of whom, we have just heard, happens to 
belong — T did not know it before-^to the “ happy family ” of which the 
Hon’ble Minister is the head 
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wTte Sir SURENDRA HATH BANERilEAs What does the 

^meilfber mean by “ happy family **? 

Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I used this expres- 
sii^n ae haviiij;^ been used by a previous speaker. It is indeed a matter 
of regret that even those Hindu members who sj>oke and sympathised 
with the Muhammadans in their demand for <‘ommunal rejiresentation 
have been excluded, but this is not at all surprising when we remembbr 
how fh6 Hon’ble Minister was exercised at a time when the Muham- 
madalis were making speeches in favour of communal rejiresentat ion 
as to whom he should select to the Select (^unmittee in order to obviate 
as many criticisms as possible. 1 only wish the Hon’ble Minister had 
taken courage in ^oth hands, and instead of risking a minority report 
of one, risked u minority report of four or more. This is not the proper 
time to judge as to whether <‘(mimunal representation is .advisable or 
not, but I would ceHainly have wished to .see sm h members who coubl 
have pleaded effectively for communal repre.sentation before the Select 
Cmnmittee, being included, 

1 do not wish to sa> anything more except in re])ly to an interru])tion 
that although youth may not be a crime, old age is an act of piety. 

Rai Dfi HARIDHAN DUTT BahadUfS When I came here, this 
afteriKKin, nothing was further from my mind than to make a sj>(*ech in 
connection with tiie motion for reference of the (\ilcutta Municipal Hill 
to the Select (’ommittee. But, Dr. Moitra has jilaced me in a rather 
difficult situation. My friend seems to think that 1 should be one of 
the members of the Select Committee. 1 thank my friend for that ; but 
1 may tell him that without being a member of that ImmIv 1 can serve tiie 
Council. 1 realise that the Select Committee should ('onsist of a limited 
nunib<*r of men, and it must have Ikhm) the endeavour of the 
Hon’ble Minister to maki^ the .selections in such a way that tin* different 
communities might find represen bit ion there. So he must have felt 
difficulty in providing for us. 1 have, therefore, no jiersonal complaint 
to make, and I wish that my friends would not place me in a delicate 
position. ^ 

One thing, however, that strikes me is the absence of all medical 
men from the proposed Seh‘<!t (aunmittee. My experience in the Cor- 
portation is that the time is not pa.st when the assistance of inwlical men 
will Ik* necessary in the Corporation. I wish the day will come when 
the sanitation questions will be solved and medical men will no longer 
be required; but that day has not come yet. I do not suggest myself, 
but I think that there .should have been at lea.st one medical man on the 
Select Committee. 

Then I have been sitting as a member of the Corporation Committee 
which has been doing this very work day after day, and T know what a 
tremendous amount of work must devolve on the Select Committee. So 
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any member wishing me to be a member of that Committee must realise 
what a tremendous responsibility will be placed on my shoulders if I 
am appointed a member of that Committee. In the Corporation we 
have been engaged on this work for several months past and we have 
not finished it. My friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik will tell you 
that only two-thirds of the work has been done and one-third still 
lemains to be done. 

Then, one point to which I would like to draw attention is the 
lepresentative character of the propostHl Committee. 1 must say that I 
find certain names of {Kirsons whose only claim to be selected is that 
they represent particular interests. 1 do not want to go into personali- 
ties, but T feel that there are some whose knowledge about the work of 
the Corjxmition is absolutely nil, but i>erhaps; the relieving feature is 
that they go into the Committee with an (>i>en mind. 

Some of my friends .seem to be anxious about the question of Muham- 
madan representation. But the difficulty is to find one who would be 
fit and able and at the same time go with an open mind. 

L intend to say a few words about the time t^) be taken by the Select 
Committee. The Hon’ble Ministe*r no doubt knows that the (k)q)oration 
Coniniiltee bus not yet finished their report. Th(‘ report will be com- 
ing u]) before the ('!oT7)oration this week, and it will take several meet- 
ings of the (\uporation before they i)rononnce their opinion upon the 
constitutional portion of the Bill. The other things which are not less 
important will 1 k' next d(‘alt with and the recommehdations of the 
CorjKiration will not Ik* forthcoming b(*fore tin* middle of August 
or perhaps S(‘])tember. My friend, Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, 
whom I am glad to find occu])ying the Presidential Chair, and it is quite 
fitting that he should be there when we are discussing the Calcutta 
Munici])al Bijl, will also tell you that, before another two months, the 
Conmnition cannot be expected to finish their deliberations on this Bill. 
However anxious the Hon’ble Minist(‘r may he to expedite the matter, 
I fear that the Corporation will not lx* able to tackle the whole thing 
before another three months pass away. I am one of those who have 
been always anxious that the (^ilcutta Munici])al Bill should be passed 
as s(X)n as possible, but we find that there are very great difficulties in 
our way and there are certain things which must not lx* rushed. I am 
tempted to make some observations on certain points already touched 
upon by some of my friends, but I believe, that the proper time will be 
when the Bill emerges from the Select Committee. At this stage we 
may well give our support to the reference of the Bill Jo the Select Cf)m- 
mittee, which may consist of whatever persons the Hon’ble Minister 
might think fit to select. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: When the matter 
was first moved here, I did not examine the personnel of the Committee 
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carefully and I was about to go away, but after hearing?- tbe spep^dios of 
the members and carefully examining the personnel, I must say that it 
is very unsatisfactory. 

The first observation that I have to make is that all the members 
of the Calcutta Corporation who are here should have b<*en made mem- 
bers of the Select Committee. That would have obviated the objection 
of Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur that there are no doctors in the 
Select Committ-ee; in that ciase Dr. Dutt or Dr. J. N. Mc)itra might have 
been there. On the contrary, the very pe(»ple who have no inter'Mts 
whatsoever in tho Cah'utta (\)rporatioii have Ihhui put on the Com- 
mittee for no very g(K)d reasons. 

In the second place, I must admit the justice of the objection raised 
by ray Muhammai^an friends who want sepanite communal represen- 
tations. I am [)ersonally oji[>osed to tlie principle of communal represent^i- 
tion, and must opjiose their claims to the best ( f m^ ])ow'er — 
and I did so when the matter first came before the (Vuncil— but let them 
have fair-play which, I am afraid, they have not got ni the Sclec i (^,Tn- 
iiiittee. By all mejins let them have fair-play. 1 timl only two names 
on tiie Committee who are in favour of communal n ])] eseiitation and 1 
say that at least four more men ought to have been there. There are 
a large body of men who want communal representation. Let them be 
pro]K*rl\ icpresented on tin* (\)mmitt<‘e. 1 am not afraid (jf th(‘m. In 
(‘onclusion, I wou^l ask the Ilon’ble Minister in charge to revise tho 
personnel of the Select Committee. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I will only make 
a few observations regarding th(* working classes of (^alcutta as affected 
by the Bill. What 1 w(Mild like to say m that the pi’osperity of 
Calcutta as one of tlie great industrial cities of Asia is mainly due to 
the manual work of tin* working (‘lasses wdio tjie* dwfdlers 

of this city. If the franchise is reduced from Rs. 12 to Rs. ({, it will 
mean a large number of the wage-earning classes coming in as munici- 
pal voters. 

The second ]K)int is that in all the Municipal Acts of the industrial 
cities of the world they have got compulsory powers of accpiiring land 
for building hous(‘s for the working (‘lasses. 1 know that th(' Cahaitta 
Municipal Bill does provide that power; but the Corporation seldom 
exercises that power Generally the (\)rporation views this matter by 
tbe monetary return of U p(*r cent, o^ 2 per cent, which the building 
of such houses brings which the Corporation thinks is not enough. 
What I would suggest is that at least 2 to 3 per rent, of the rates .should 
be set apart for building houses for the working classes; and I think 
nothing short of this will at all make any improvement in the condition 
of the working classes. It is all very fine to aboli.sh nomination and 
to have an elected President and all ^hat sort of thing, but that is not 
the vital matter. The vital matter is the improvement of the conditions 
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of the people whose manual labour bas contributed to the prosperity of 
the city of Calcutta. iSo, I w^ould like to urge on the Hon’ble Minister 
to allow the (corporation to have gompulsory powder to set apart 2 or 3 
j)er cent, of the rates to be spent on building houses, for the working 
men. 

Then, I find that the question of the taxation of the unearned incre- 
ment of land values is absolutely forgotten, as it such a thing does not 
enter into any progressive legislation at all. There are many plots of 
linHi lands on wdiich there are only a few thab’hed houses, and the land- 
lords, realise only a small amount as rent, l)ecause they know very well 
that every year the value on the land increases, and in eight years the 
])rice of the land will be doubled or tribled. The Corporation only 
assess on the rents which the landlords realise. Thl^y do not take into 
consideration the value of the land which is increasing gradually. 

With these few observations, 1 w’ould reijuest the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Bill and the members of the Select Committee to see 
that the poor working classes of (’alcutta wdiose labour has mainly con- 
tributed to the prosperity of the second city of tlu* British Empire are 
not forgotten. 

[At this stage the Deputy-President returiu'd and reiK'cupied the 
Chair]. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERiTEA: In rising to 

reply to the various observations and criticisms that have been offered 
1 think I should begip by extending the olive-branch of peace and 
including, subject tc^ the approval of the (’hair, the names of tw'o 
gentlemen in the Select (’omniittee. 1 havg obtained the concurrence 
of lhos(‘ g-entleinen whos(‘ names hav(‘ Ihh^u suggested in the course of 
the debate. 1 desire to add to the Seb‘ct (’ommitti'i*^ tin* name of 
Uai i)r. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur and that of Khan Baha<lur Maulvi 
Abdiis Salam. Thes(* names have been suggestiMl and with your 
concurrence and their approval, 1 wn)uld iinlude them in the Select 
Committee. 

Then, vSir, some criticisms have been made with regard to the 
unsatisfactory character of the* Select Committee. I think my friend 
llai J(>gendra Chunder (rho.se Bahadur said — 1 do not find him in his 
place now — that he was going away but that he had come back to offer 
his critici.sms and to give us the lienefit of his wusdom; his dictum 
w'as that the personnel of this Committee was highly unsatisfactory. 
That is a general statement ; and I desire to teat and analyse it and 
go to the bedrock of facts and not confine myself to, or allow this 
Council to be deluded by, a general statement of that kind. Here is 
the personnel U’fore you. Let me take eacdi one of the names and test the 
fitness or otherwise of every member of the Committee to serve on that 
boily. The first name is that of^ Mr. Duval. Well, Mr. Duval 


was 
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Deputy-Cliairmau of the CoiiK>ration for a iiuml)er of years. I suppose 
he knows something about the (’aloutta Municipality, and as he is now 
Legal Remenibraiuer, he will be helpful in the discussions that will 
take place in the Select Coniniiltee. Therefore, I do not suppose that 
my friend Kai Jogendra C'hunder (ihose Bahiulur considers Mr. Duval 
to be unsuitable. (A voice: “No.”) Mr. (fotKle was Deputy-Chair- 
man and acting (’hairman for sometiyie; he is now Secretary to (iovery- 
meiit ill the Municipal Department. 1 do not presume that he will be 
considered as untit to serve on the Committee. I do not thertdore think 
that we sliould exclude him from the Seim 1 Committt'e. (A voice: 

“ No.”) I mean to go through the whole list. Then we have got 
Mr. .1. N. (jrupta. llc' is the ('haiiman of the Calcutta Corporation and 
if he comes hack ^le ought to be with us in order to hel]> iis in 
regard to matters affecting the ('oijHUation. 1 do not sujiiHise that 
anybody would (d)ject to his being on the C'ommittee. 

Then comes Babu Debi Prasad Khaitan who is a member of the 
(^irporation and takes an active interest in its affairs. He is a member 
of this (\>uncil ; he is a repre.sentative of the Marwari (‘omninnity. 
I'herefore, 1 think I am entitled to }>lace him there, and nobody in his 
senses ouglit to say that he is an unsuitable person. 

Then we hav(‘ liai itadlia (Miaraii Pal ilahadur, w’ho has jusi 
descended from tin* Pr<*sidential Chair. 1 do not think In* is unfit. 
Then we go on to the next name Mr. 1). .1. Cohen. Jle is a mem- 
ber of the Corjiorat ion and a rejiresentati ve oi the dewish communi- 
ty 'Fhen we havi* Habii Surendra Nath Mallik Is he unfit to serve on 
the Coniniitteey What has Kai Jogendra Chnrffler (ihose Bahadur got 
to sa\ about hiiny Then tlnue is Habu Canindralal De, a well-known 
and res])ected citizen of (“’alcutta, owning properties in Calcutta, having 
a large inter(*st in Calcutta, and a hard-working memlM*r of this (Viunoil. 
Then ( omes Mr. 1) C (Hiom*. He is. 1 think, puiti* fit ,to serve on 
the (’onimittee and is a menilx*!* of the (\irporat ion. Idnui wa* have 
Mr. S. M Bose. He takes a d(*ep interest in all (juestioiis relating to 
the (’or[H)rat ion and gtMM‘rally in all matters of public interest. 

Then wnth regmrd to the Muhammadan members: The first name 
is Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan.* Two objections have In^en raised against 
him ; one is on the ground of his youth ; this is a very sim]de matter, 
we were all >oung at one time, and youth is not a crime nor is old age 
an offence, as T am afraid it se(*ms to be in the ojiinion of some members 
of this Council. Mr. Razaur Rahm«n Khan represents the Muham- 
madans of the noHhern division of f^ib'utta in this Council. Thus 
he has a great interest in (’alcutta, and he is entitled to have a voice 
in the Bill, and what is more, is in favour of communal representation 
and against the views which I have ventured to express here in this 
connection. 

Then comes Mr. Sved Nasiin Ali, the stoutest flaughter) champion 
of communal representation in this (’ouncil. 
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Then we have got Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. I do not know 
whether he has signified his views with regard to communal representa- 
tion as yet. You will remember that he sat down in the middle of his 
speech on the last occasion; therefore, he is an unknown factor on this 
question. Here we have put in a gentleman whose views have yet to 
be ascertained and who cannot be said to belong to any particular side. 

Then we have Dr. A. Suhrawardy. He is against communal 
representation; so we have both sides represented. 

Next comes Mr. W. R. Rae representing the European community 
and a resj)ecte(l member of the Corjioration. 

^i'hen we have Mr. H. A. Stark, a iiiember of the Corporation and a 
member of this Council representing the Anglo-Indian community ; 
Mr. (i. Morgan, a member of the (’orjioration and a member of this 
Coumnl representing the Chamber of Commerce here. 

'I'lien we have Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, a member of the Corpoia- 
tion and a member of this Council. 

Then Mr. Tarit Bhusan Ray, a well-known merchant and a gentle- 
man who takes a great interest in matters concerning Calcutta. 

1 have gone through the list name by name and 1 have not yet heard 
a single dissentient voice niised in this Council against the personnel 
of anyone of the members of this committee; therefo*^, I am entitled to 
hope that the personnel of this committee is as satisfactory as cj'rcinn- 
stances w’ould permit. 1 w'ill not say it is a perfect committee; a per- 
iect committee w(Kild <*onsist of only three members, or of the whole 
House. This is a sort of vui media Ixdween tlie two and it is, in the 
circumstances, the Is'st for the (jovenimcnt to suggest for the accept- 
ance of this TTiiuse. 

1 think I have answered Dr. Moitra who has been good enough to 
tell us that the members of the committee had no experience. His 
grievance has been rectified by the inclusion of Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt 
Bahadur. 1 only hope that as he is a busy medical ])ractitioner, he will 
be able to spare time to apply himself to this duty. I did not 
want to disturb medical practitioners or lawyers. There are not many 
lawyers here: their lime means money; I do not want to interfere with 
their lawful avcKations. I trust it will he the verdict of this Council 
that this is the most satisfactory commiit-ee that we could get in the 
circumstances. 

Then criticisms have been offered with regard to the importance that 
has been attached to the constitutional clauses and the subordinate 
place wbiidi the administrative portions of the Bill have been made to 
occupy. To that my reply is and it is an argvvienium ad hominem 
that it will be open to any member of the Select Committee and to 
Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, w^ho urged this view, to give to the 
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administrative sections the prominence in the Bill which they deserve, 
and I am sure he will be listened to with i'es|)ect and attention 
The constitutional clauses overshadow the whole Bill for the simple 
reason that they vest in the Corponitn)ii {>owers of an exceptional 
character, and these powers are to be uswl for the benelit of the jK'ople 
and the rate-payers. 

I have only one more remark to make, and I have finished. Thare 
will be no hurrying this Bill through the Select Committee of the 
Council; every pro|)osal that comes lK4<)re the Select (kmiraittee will 
receive most careful consideral ion ; wo do not desire to rush this mat.- 
ter through. We have got t\^o other Bills and in the interests of the 
mufassal and the jKMiple of the niufassal, we want this Bill should lie 
pla(‘ed ujK)ii the l<itatute Book, as early as jxissible, in order that the 
other two Bills which vitally affect their interests, should be taken up 
early. I have not plated any mufassal member on this committee; they 
will lie put on the other commit U m‘. They will not 1 m' able to w^rve on 
two committees; they will not have tin* time, and (\ilcutta men may 
claim that they should also lie jdacetl on the mufassal Municijial Bill 
committee. Then again, the munici]>al law of (-ahuitta is different in 
essentials from that of the rest of Ibuigal. That Inung so, I do not 
think flu* mufassal ukmi have any h'gitimate grievance in not having 
a place on this committ(‘e. 

T therefore ho^e the referenc<‘ to the S<*lect Committee will be j>n8Hed 
and without any dissentient voice. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: \fay T suggest one more 
name, that of Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray (^haudhuri, the Labour mem- 
b<’r y 


The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Jf you agree, 
T have no objection. Is he willing to serve on the (a)minitt(‘e ^ 

Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURi : I do not mind. 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Then I will 
include your name, 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: May I suggest the 
name of the Kumar Sahib himself? ^ 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I do not wish to serve on 
this committee. 

The motion that the names of Rai Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, Khan 
Bahadur AIkIu.s Salam and Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri be 
added to the list of members of tl^ Select Committee was [)ut and 
agreed to. 
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llie motion that the Calcutta Municipal Bill, 1921, be referred to 
a Select Committee couHisting of the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Baiierjea, Mr. H. P. Duval, Mr. S. W. Goode, Mr. J. N. Gupta, Babu 
Debi ProHad Khaitaii, liai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, Mr. D. J. Cohen, 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, Babu Panindralal De, Mr. D. C. Ghose, 
Mr. S. M. Bohc, Mr. Ruzaur Rahman Khan, Mr. Syed Nasim Ali, Maulvi 
K. Fazl-ul Haq, Dr. A. Suhrawardy, Mr. W. R. Rae, Mr. H. A. Stark, 
Mr. G. Morgan, Babu Amulya Dhoiie Addy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy, Rai 
Dr. Haridlian Dutt Bahadur, Khan Bahadur Abdus Salam and 
Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, with instrucdions to submit their 
rej>ort as soon as jKissible, was put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The (^)un(jil was then adjourned till d P.M. on Tuesday, the 4th 
July, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prooeedings of the Bangai Legislolive Council aminiiliil uMhr tki 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

I’he Council met in the C'ouncil Chamber in the Town Hall, CalcuttSi 
at 3 P.M. on Tuesday the 4th July, 1922. 


Present: 

The Deputy-l^resideni in the (Uiair, the Hon’ble the four Members of 
the Executive Council, the Hon’ hie the three Ministers, and 8S nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Mathurapur Zamindary Company. 

•XXXIII. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: {a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of llevenue (Land Itevenue) 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that there i.s a tension of feeling 
between the teiiaii^ and the Mathurapur Zamindary Company, l^td. ? 

{h) Is the lion’ hie the Member also aware that the tenants sub- 
initted in Marc h last a memorial to 11 is Kx( (dlency the (lovernor 
in Council stating their grievances and pra*viog for the with- 
drawal of the summar\’ jiovver (’onferred <»n the said ('ompany for the 
realization of rent umler section loSA of the llengal Tenancy Act ^ 

(c) Is it correct that the said memorial has been referred by the 
Government to Mr, Jameson, Secretary to the Hoard of lievenue, for 
imiuiry and report? 

(d) Is it also correct that Mr. Jameson, while he was Magistrate 
of Malda, interfered in some cases Ix-fore the subfirdinate judge between 
the said Zamindary Comj)any,and tlie tenants, and his conduct was 
the subject of adverse criticism by the High Court where the matter 
came up in api^ealP 

(e) If so, are the Government considering the desiiability of deput- 
ing some other officer to make a local ^nquir>^ into the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(«) Since the introduction of the certificate procedure in the Estate 
of the Mathurapur Zamindary Company, Ltd., in the district of Malda, 
complaints have been received from time to time against the use of the 
certificate procedure. On incpurv i# has been ascertained tliat there 
iano real cause for complaint. 
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(b) Yes; for the reason given in the answer to (a) the memorial 
has been rejected. 

(c) No; it is entirely incorrect. 

(d) and (e) In view of the answer to (h) and (c) the question does 
not arise. 


Provident fund for typists and copyists of oourts. 

*XXXIVt Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) With reference to the resolution 
regarding typists and (copyists of the civil, criminal and revenue courts, 
passed by this Council on the .‘Ust August, 1921, will the Hon’ble the 
Mem])er in charge of the Judicial DejKirtment be pleased to state — 

(?) whether the suggestion of the High ('ourt made to the (tov- 
ernment of Bengal regarding the creation of a provident 
fund for them has been accepted by the Government ; 

(ii) if so, whether such a fund has been started, or whether the 
starting of such a fund is proposed ; and 

(in) if not, what is the reason for non-accej)tance of the sugges- 
tion ? 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware of a feeling that exists that 
the circular of the High Court of the 23rd June, 1921, has fail(*d to 
meet the grievance's complained of by the copyists und typists? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of reconsider- 
ing the question? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): ( (i) {i) The mutter is still under consideration. 

(ji) niid (tn) The (nie.stions do not arise. 

(h) No. ' 

(r) The (juestion does not arise. 

Proposed Faridpur.Bhanga Railway. 

*XXXV. Mairivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of I’ublir Works lie pleased to 
*tate whether a project for an extension of the Eastern Bengal Kail- 
wuy from Faridpur to Bhanga, on the river Kumar has been pending 
for a long time? 

(b) Is it correct that in 1911-12 the district board of Faridpur for- 
mulated a scheme of Light Eailway from Faridpur to Bhanga and 
entered into a contract with Messrs. K. M. Dey & Co. of Calcutta 
as promoters for the execution of this project? 

(c) Is it not correct that wheo this project went up to Government 
for sanction a deputation from Faridpur headed by Babu Ambica 
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Charan Mazumdar waited uix)n the then Chairman of the Railway 
Board, who after a thorough discussion gave an assurance that the pro- 
jected line would be undertaken as an extension of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, and not given to any private company and accordingly the 
project for the light railway was abandoned ? 

(d) Is it not a fact that shortly after this a regular survey and 
alignment of a broad gauge line was made from Fariclpur to BhangH 
but when the war broke out the execution of this short line was 
eu8i>ended ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of inviting 
the attention of the Railway Board for the execution of this short but 
much needed line ^^overing only 21 miles at the earliest op|H>rtunity ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab AH Chaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur): (n) A project for a steam tram^;;iy or light niilway 
from Faridpur to Blianga appears ti) have been initiated by the F'arid- 
pur District Board first in IflOd. This projini did not, hoW(‘ver, pro- 
vide for an extension of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

(/j) In 1911-12, Messrs. Khetter Mohan l)ey & (h)., drew up a scheme 
at the instance of the District Board of Faridpur, w’hich was forwarded 
to the (ioveriiment of Bengal by the Board for examination and expres- 
sion of opinion, government are not aw’are that the Board entered 
into any (ontract with Messrs. K. M. Dey & (h>. for carrying out the 
project. 

(c) (loverniiKMjt have no information on the subject of a deputation 
to the Railw'ay Board. 

(d) The suivey for a broad gauge railw'a> from iMiridpur to Bhanga 
was undertaken in 1914 under the orders of the Railw^ay Board, as ‘part 
of the projKJsed Khulna-Barisal-F'aridpur Railway. In 191 8, ‘the Railway 
Board decided to defer consideration of the question of financing this 
liranch line, till after the war. In 1920, as a result of a recommenda- 
tion made by this Government that the question of connecting Barisal 
by rail w^ith existing and projected lines should be furtlier examined, 
the Railway B{>ard sanctioned a Iratfic recoiinaissan(!P survey for a line 
of railw'ay on the broad gauge from Faridpur vui Bhanga to Barisal. 

(c) The Railway Board’s views on the subject of the cxmstruction 
of the Faridpur-Bhanga extension will be invited. 


Contai Khas Mahals Managers. 

^XXXVI./Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADH YAYA: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue 
(Land Revenue) be pleased to state wl^ther it is a fact that a scheme for 
a time-scale of pay from Rs. 76 to Rs. 150 with quinquennial increment 
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of ils. 15 for the Sub-Managers of Contai Khas Mahals has been formu- 
lated and submitted to Government for sanc-tion ? 

(h) If so, what action is being taken by Government for sanction- 
ing the scheme? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Board of Revenue projx>sed to recommend 
the Government to give retrosi)ective effect to the increment from 
October, 1920? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; (a), (h) and (r) A scheme for the revision of the pay of 
the Sub-Managers of the Contai Khas Mahals has been received and is 
under the consideration of Government. 


Mutation clerks in Contai Khas Mahal. 

^XXXVII. Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHYAYA: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue 
(Land Revenue) be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a projK^sal 
for making the two |M)sts of the mutation cleiks (attached to the 
Manager’s staff* of the (h)ntai Khas Mahals) |aumanent was submitted 
some time ago by the Board of Revenue? 

(/>) Is it a fact that these jx)sts have been tem])orary for a long 
series of years and that the incumbents have not beiii given the benefit 
of the conditions of Government service? 

{(') Are the Goveniment consideiing the desirability of sanction- 
ing these two ]K)sts as ])ermanent w'ith retrosiiective effect? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes. 

(/>) TheMC posts have bcxm in existence as temjxuary ix)sts from 
1910-11 on the usual conditions attaching to tem}K)rarv iK)st8. 

(c) When the complete scheme, of which this is a part, is received 
the question of making the ])osts ])ermanent will be considered. 


Budget. 

^XXXVIII. Rai i.ALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will 

the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be 
pleased to state the principle according to which the amounts of expendi- 
ture in the budget, both under the voted and the non- voted items, are 
arrived at, and why the amounts are sometimes increased and sometimes 
decreased ? 

MEMBER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Bir John Kerr): The expenditure provided in the budget is arrived at 
by a detailed examination of the probable requirements of departments 
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for the ensuing year, and, under eertaiu heads, after considering the 
actual accounts figures of the three previous years. The fluctuations 
are due to various causes, including the extension of sanctioned schemes, 
the initiation of new schemes, incremental scales of ]x\y, the creation 
of new posts, variations in tlie iiumlier of officers on leave and retiring, 
I>olitical and economic changes, and the rate of j>rogress of wnirks. 

Estimates of new' exjienditure are framed on the details of the pro- 
jects which the expenditure is to (over. 

Toted and non-voted items of exjienditure are subject to the same 
principles of estimation. 


Granting interviews to prisoners in the Alipore liail. 

*XXXIX. Babu RISHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: {a) Will the 

Hon'hle the Member in (diarge of the Department of iteveniie (Jails) be 
ple€ised to state wdiether any restrictions have been put on the granting 
of interview’s to prisoners in the Ali|H)re Jail (h* in any other jails in 
Bengal ? 

(h) If so, w’hat are the reasons for this? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE lilAILB] 
(the Hon’hle 8ir^ Abd«ur-Rahim): (a) No. The rules regarding 
xrie grants of interviews are given in chapter XVII of the Bengal Jail 
Code read with Hide III, page lh<S of the Jail (Committee's Report, for 
ordinary prisoners. These have been (em|)orarily relaxed in the case of 
sjiecial class prisoners, ruh Rule 1048 J. of tlie Hides under section 60 
of the iVisoiis Act and certain s|>ecial instructions for the guidanco 
of persons desirous of obtaining intervi(‘W’s with special class prisoners 
in the A]i}xir(‘ Jail, of which cojiies are laid on the table. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

Rule under section 60 of the Pri.ums Art, JS94, referred to in the reply 
to clause (a) of starred question No. NX XIX. 

Insert as Chapter X XX1V~A in Jail Code : — 


1048 J. A Hpecial rlas.s primmer shall be permitted to have an interview and 
write and receive a letter once a fortnijcbt. The Hiiperiiitendent iball power 
ft)r special reaHons to be recorded, to allow inU‘rviewK and letters in excess 
of this limit. 

(A.B.— Rule 671 will require amendment.) 

Non. The above rule is prescribed irovisionally, pending a decmon on the 
general question of creating a new class of imprisonment. 
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Special imirtictiom referred to tn the reply to clause (a) of Starred 
Question No, XXXIX ^ approved in Government Order 
No, 121 T, i?., dated the 2nd June 1922. 


Alipore Central Jail. 

' “ Interviews with fipexial Class prisoners.^’ 

“ It is notified for j^eneral information that the following are the rules in force for 
interviews with the above claHH of prisoners : — 

1. (a) Entitled Interviews.— One interview once a fortnight, with not 
more than two persons. 

{h) Special Interview.^ — In excess of the above, but only for urgent or 
special reasons may be granted at the discretion of the Superintendent. The 
reasons for 8U<;h special interviews must be distinctly stated at the time of 
Application. 

2. Interviews are held every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 2 to 6 p.m. 
Interviews will ordinarily be allowed lasting from ten to fifteen minutes. 

3 All applications for interviews must be in writing. In order to avoid 
delay applicants are advised, as they will be unaware whether the interviews 
they (k-sire are “ Entitled ” or “ flpecial,” to give full reasons for the Interviews 
as if they are special interviews. Persons desirous of having interviews with 
special class prisoners, are request'd to apply to the Jail, in the first instance, 
for the Application for Interview Form, which should be returned to the 
Jail after btung filled in. On receipt of this form the Jail authorities will notify 
applicants w'hether or not an interview will be permitted. W permitted, the day 
and hour on which the applicant should attend will be stated. Arrangements 
will be made by which application forms can be obtsimKl at the gate of the Jail 
so that applicants can, if they think fit, fill up the forms at once. They will then 
obtain, whenever practicable an immediate reply to their applications or be told 
if there is likely to be nnv delay This i>ermit must be prnduc^ at the Jail 
gate at the time of interview, and no interview will be allowed without it. 

The above rules and all Tail rules relating to the conduct of interviews (copies 
of wlncli may be seen at the Jail gate) will l>e stiictly enforced ” 


Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Under Secretaries, 
and Assistant Secretaries. 

•XL. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: Will the Hon^ble the 
Member in charge of the Ai>]x>intment Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing— 

(i) the number of Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Under Secre- 
taries and Assistant Secretaries under the Government of 
Bengal on the 31st December, 1920; and 
(n) the number of those officers in May, 1922, giving the details 
of the increase P 

MEMBER in charge cf APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
HonMMe Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (V) and (it) A statement is laid on the 

table. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to starred question No, XL^ by 
Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar. 

Number on the 31flt December, 1920 — 

Eight Secretaries. 

Four Under-Secretaries. 

Two Under-Secretaries (Publio Works Department). 

Two Assistant Secretaries. 

Number in May, 1922 — 

Niue Secretaries. 

Three Deputy Secretaries. 

Two Tender-Secretaries. 

Two I’ersonal Assistants (Public Works Department). 

Seven Assistant Secretaries. 


Delay in payment to extra muharrirs in sub-registry oflloes, 

^XLI. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Di‘j>artment of Education aware that — 

(O the extra muharrirs engaged for cojning out documents at the 
rural sul#-r(‘gistry office are ordinarily subjected to delay of 
two to three months in fmyinent of the dues of their bills; 
and , 

(n) the }K*rinanent staff of the rural sub-registry office are paid 
regularly every month tlieir salaries? 

(h) Jf so, are the Government considering the desirability of doing 
away with this differential treatment? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr, P. C. Mitter): {n) (?) T he bill of the extra establishment 
is sent first to the District Registrar and then to the I nsj>eclor-General 
of Registration for scrutiny an(T countersignature. This check is con- 
sidered desirable. It occujiies on an averag’f» one and a half month 
and delay thus oc<*urs in the case of the first month’s pay bill of tem- 
pc^rary establishment, but thereafter in the case of muharrirs who con- 
tinue to work on this establishment, ffny is drawn regularly every 
month and it is immaterial whether the remuneration relates to the last 
month or the month previous to the last. 

(n) Yes. 

(6) There is no differential treatment. The first initial pay of a 
new extra muharrir is no doubt liable to some delay in payment, but 
if he is retained he gets his remuneration regularly. 
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“ Servant ” defamation ease. 

•XLII. Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hou'ble th( 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to stati 
whether it is a fact that the whole cost of what is known as th< 
Servant Defamation Case has been borne by the Government? 

(6) If 80 , will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state thi 
amount that the Government has spent in this connection ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’M 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (n) The cost will be borne by Government. 

(b) The pleaders’ bills have not yet been submitted. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Actions on Council resolutions. 

65. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; Will the Hon’ble the Mem 
her in charge of the liCgislative l)ei)artment be pleased to state wha 
steps have been taken on the resolutions of this Council which wen 
carried at the last session ? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (th 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson); I’he member is referred to the answe 
given to a somewhat similar (jiiestion asked by him on the 29th August 
1921, to the note to section 78 (Rule 24) of the Bengal Legislative 
Rules and Standing Orders and to the list kept in the lobby in accord 
ance therewitii for the information of memlH'rs. 

65-A. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge lx* pleased to have the slatement of resolution and othe 
papers, which have been laid on lobby for the information of the memberi 
publishe<l in the CalcvtUi Gazette, for the information of the public a 
large ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; The information is givei 
for the guidance of the members of the Council. I do not think there 
fore that it is desirable to publish this statement in the newspaper 
or in the Gazette. I do not see the use of it in any way. 

Improvement of communications in Mymensingh. 

66. Mr. S. M. BOSE: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble th 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works been drawn t 
the urgent necessity for the development of communication by road an 
by railway in the district of Mymensingh? 
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(b) Is the Hoirble the Minister aware that the development of this 
district is bein^ hampered owiiijj: to the lack of the means of communi- 
cation ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the various extensions of the Mymensinph- 
Bhairah Railway, liave Ikhui surveyed? 

(rl) Will the Hon’hle tlie Minister be ])leased to statt* whether any 
of the schemes of the extension of the above Railway are likely to bo 
taken up in the near future? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (d) and (/>) The development of ]*t)ad conimiinications in 
the Mymensin^^■h (^strict is a matt(M‘ which primarily com'erns local 
bodies. (Jovernment liave no intormation in r(‘^ard to the urgent nei'es- 
sity for constructing new roads. 

(irovernment are aware that the extention of railways in the district 
would he lik«‘ly to accelerate tlie d(‘velopment of the artni. 

fc) Yes. 

(fj) (rovernmiMit have no information, and the subject is one for 
decision by the (l()V(‘rnm(Mit of India (Railway Board). 


Jh^ia-Janjail-Shusang-Ourgapur Road. 

67. Mr. 8. M, BOSE: (n) Has tlu^ attiuition of the ITordblo the 
MiiiNtci III chai^'-c ot the Depaitnamt of Boca) f-( loviu’ninent been 
dFa\'n to the ne«rhMt(Ml .state oi the road between .1 haiia-.Tan jail and 
Shusaii^-Dui ^’•a jnir in the subdivision of NetrakoTia, Mynnuisin^h ? 

( />) Is the Hon’blc th(‘ Ministiu’ aware that lar^^e ijuuntities of 
padd\ , i]c(’, jut(‘ and other raumtiv pKiduce are canied alon^ this road? 

( r ) Is the Hon’ble the ^Iinister aware that several representatioiiH 
hav(> been made to th(‘ District Board and to the (fovernment comjduin- 
inp of the state of tlu‘ road without an\ effect ? 

((J) Is the Hon’ble the Mii^ister awaie that this road is the only 
means of communication b(*tw<*en the (hiro Hills and Mymensing’h? 

(c) Is the Hon’blc the Minister awaie that the above road is 
im])assable to traffii* for several montlis in the year? 

if) Will the Hon’ble the Minister V* jdeased to state w’hether the 
(lovernment are considerin^ir the desirability of takin^;^ any steps in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT: (the Hon'bleSir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) to (f) 

Government have no information reg^ty'dinp this road which belongs to 
the Mymensingh District Board. 


9 
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Travelling allowances of touring officers of the 
Education Department. 

68. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showinp^ the amounts drawn as travelling 
allowances by tlie j)erij)atetic officers of the Department not below the 
rank of deputy inspe(‘tor ()f schools for the peri(Kl from 1918-19 to 
1921-22 (up to Deceinb(*r, 1921), noting the annual salary of each 
such officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement is laid on the Library 
table. 


Council Secretaries. 

69. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

the Memlxu- in cliarge of the Apj>()intment Department be pleased to 
say wlietber it is ])roposed to appoint (-ouncil S(‘cietaries from among 
tlie non-official meinlau’s of the liCgislative Council jis ju'ovided in sub- 
section (•/) of s(*ction 52 of the Government of India Act? If so, 
wb(Mi ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. L. STEPHENSON: Tbe jjp))()intment of (Coun- 
cil Seci<'tai les is a matter entirely within the discretion of His Excel- 
lency tbe Governor. 


Pargiter’s History of the Sundarbans. 

70. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
th(‘ MenilxM' in charge' of ihe Department of Hevenue (Land Tieveniie) 
aware that Mr. Pargiter’s History of the Sunderbans is out of print 
and is not available in the market? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be ])leased to say whether he is 
considering the desirability of directing the re])rint and sale of the 
same ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Mr. Pargiter’s History of the Sundarbans is out of 
jirint and not available in the Secretariat Book De})dt. 

(h) The re]>rint of the book is not under contemplation as there 
is ])ractically no demand for it. 


Kidderpore Bridge. 

71. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN bUTT Bahadur: Will the HoiPble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
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whether he is now in a position to jrive an approximate date by which 
the reconstruction of the Kid(lei|)<»!*e Bridjje over Tolly’s Nala is likely 
to l)e completed? 

MEMBER in cKarge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): No exact date 
can be given. As lur as can be judged from tin* present state of thp 
work, it is likely the reconstruction of the Kidder|K)re bridgt* will take 
up to the end of September next. 


Lady visitors of jails. 

72. Rai Dr. KMRIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of tlu* Depart m«*nt oi Itevenue (dails) 1 m* jdeased 
to state whether the non-oflicial visitors of the Bengal jails include ain 
ladies ? 

(h) If not, are the (fovernimoit considering the desirability of 
aj)|H)inting at least one ladv visitor from each of the diffen*nt religious 
communities for each of the important jails in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : (o) Yes 

(h) This does not arise. 

72-A. Dr. A. AUHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
cha»gc of .lails mention an\ jails in Ualciitta which hav(‘ lady non-official 
visitors? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: I should ask for uofire of thif. 

question ? 


Chairman of the Commissioners for the Port of CalcAitta. 

73. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; (a) Will tlu HoiTble 
the Member in charge of tlu* Marine Department lx* ]>leastMl to state 
the present monthly salaiy of the diairman of the Port ( ’ommissioners 
of Calcutta and the allowances jfttached to the |K)st ? 

(Ij) Will the Hon’hh' the Member he jdeased to state 

(/) the authority wliich fixed the present fniy and allowances of 
thi.s iK).st ; 

(ii) the pay of the pre.seiit incumhent in the post which he was 
occujiying before he wa.s chosen for this iK)8t ; and 

(ni) the i)ay of the jiresent ineumbent in the post in which he was 
employed five years ago? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir ilohn Kerr): (a) The Chairman of t4ie Port Commissioners of Calcutta 
receives a salary of Rs. 5,000 per mensem and a house allowance of 
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Uh. 1,000 per raensera limited to the amount which he actually pays 
in rent and taxes. He is provided with a motor-car. 

(h) (?) The local (jovernineiit on the recommendation of the Fort 
CornmisHioners. 

(n) and (hi) Oovernmenl have no information. 

Alleged Gurkha incident at the Chittagong Railway station. 

74. Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA; ia) Will the Honble the 
Meiiiko in cliarjre of' the Political J)ei>artment Ik* pleased to state 
wht‘th(‘r it is coiT(‘ct that over one hundred ])ersoiis were more or less 
H(*veiely injui'(*(l and wounded at the time of tin* (linkha incident at the 
C'hitt ii/.»'on^‘ Railway station on the 20th October, 1021? 

(h) How (lid they come by their wounds and injuries? 

(c) Who ordci(‘d the Ourkhas to tlic Railway station and why? 
Wliat weT'c the mat<‘rials for sucli d(*putatioTi ? 

(d) Did any res] )on si bh* officer accom]>any them? 

{r) If, so, lujve tin* Oovernment obtained any exjdanation or state- 
in(*nt from liim? 

( f) Arc the (iovernnu'nt considering; the dcsirabdity of laying on the 
tabl(‘ a co])y of such explanati(m oi- statenu'nt ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: {a) Vvom the report of the 
in(|uii'y made !•>’ Pai Sui’esh (Miandra Sin};li Haliadur, l)c]>uty Magis- 
trate*, ])ublish(*d at page ISb of tiu* Supph‘m(*nt to the (\ilrutta Gazette, 
dated the 12th Ajeiil, 1022, it would appear that this numbei is an 
exagg(*i'ation. 

(/>), (c) and {(1) Tin* member is n‘ferred to tlie ie])ort of Rai Suresh 
Phandra Singh Rahadur. 

(c) One of the otlicers in command of the contingent of Eastern 
hbontier Rifles was (‘xamined in the cour+<e of the ineiuiry made by 
Rai Suresh Phandra Singh Rahadur. 

(/) A cojiy of his statement is laid ()n the table. 

Stateiae?if referred ta ni misieer to nnstarred question No. 74. 

Witness No. 16, Menda Ram.— Jamadar of the Eastern Frontier Rifles. 

I rena’inber tin* 2()tli (Vtobor last. I received orders from my Suhadar to 
fall ui and jio to the Railway station with my force. Suhadar Aliram and town 
inspector ncfoinjianied ns to the Railway station. 

We rea(‘lied tlie Railway station at about 8>30 P.M. We have 92 sepoys in the 
force that I conducted to the Railway station. 

As we reached the portico we fov^d all the plac^es there including the road 
literally blocked up by men, we (1, Suhadar, town in8i>ector) and reserve inspector 
vent to the Railway station platform. I did so under the orders of the Suhadar. 
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We saw the place on the platform and then tlirtn* sections ol our fori'e came 
theie on the platform. They sUkkI there in lines. The Jlen]j.ulis attacked the force 
in the 4tii section. This ti>ol' plaie under the |K>rti<*o when section 4 ^^a8 thus 
attacked and there was a row, the Suhaflar Saliih inqiiireii what the row was alwiut. 
Then I went out to tlie force under tlie {Miituo and asked sonic oi them what tlie 
matter was about. Tliey said that the\ were attacked h> the Henpilis on ditlerent 
Bides and that stones had Ihhmi thrown at iheni in larj'e nunil>i*rs 1 know I'ani 
Ram. He is one* of the (ruikhn force that was there* He* told in<* that soini' 
lien^aliB truKl to snaU h off the rifle from his hand At that tune Hinild.ir Low ram 
went to him foi liis assistamc* He rc'scu«*d tiu* rifle of Lam Ham from the hand 
of the Ik'n^^ali. Hoth Pam Ram and Lowram succeeded in rescuing.: the rifle 
from the liand of tlie Heni:ali aftc'r some Ktiiij;^;le 

Nabinram one of the force was struck on his h*^ with a *«t()nt' and ii'ccivt*d n 
wound The iiijurx was shown to me In Nahmraiii One stone lot Kali (.’Imran 
(rifh^-iiian) one of iny^forcc* on the left side of the* chest It produced intlamma* 
tioii hut no wound I also was hit b> four pu‘ces of sloiies tlu'ie at the 
time I had thn k clothing on in> peison at the tune so Ihi* stones 
that flit me* did not produce any wound hut they produced swellnijis and inllamnm- 
tions 1 re|K)rted these facts to the town itis|K>(tor atul to my Suhadai Sahih 
iniinediately according to the* rules It is not a tact that the (lurkhas comniitU*d 
assault upon tin* Iicii)j:alis 'Dh* Hcn^alis on the other liand hnilc*d us with shower 
of stones and continued doni^^ so 

The Henjj:ah8 were iii close csmtacl with the* force* ol the Ith sc'c t ion when 
I came to that place from inside the* Ntatioii platfoiin We did not drive away the* 
lkMi;rnli people Aftc*!' this the* 4th sc*c Mon went inside tiu* Hallway station and 
joined the otlu'i sections clriwii up on the* platfoim as soon as we had blown our 
whistle's Hoth 1 and tiic Suhadar Sahih had lilow n the whislh's Aftei the* tiain Imd 
left we marciicci hac k To our linc*s hy tfu* old Kotwali and the* Anderkiliii Hoad undt*r 
orders of the town ms|»ector of jHiliec* W‘e r«*ache(l back flu* lines at iilMuit 12-.‘U) 
To Court I was (oiniici from insuh* the* platform# to the* portico when the* 
Ik'ii^ndis attncke‘d the (iuiklias of the* 4th se*( tiem The* feiree* we'ie* ainu'd with rille*H, 
kukris and ammunitions It is not a fact tliat any eif the (iurklia Ion*!* useul the* 
hint e*ncls of tlie rifles or anv other part of the ;i:un oi othe*r wc'.iporis at the* time* 
when tfie Henj^aliK nttac*ked the Gurkhas 

S (’ SrfNHA, 

A.ssi.sttnit SutnhvrnKrtidl Officer. 

Dated the 17th S ovemhej , DUl. 

Sentences on political prisoners. 

• 

75. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Is the* ll.nriile Hn* 
Member in charge of the Political Depart iii(‘iit await* that Ht'iitenceH 
passed on i>ersons convicttnl unde*! the same* .se‘ction.s of tin* (hiniinal 
Law Amendment Act of 1908 and of iUe Prevention of Sedititnis M(*et- 
ings Act, 1911, have often been of varying severity and dm at ion in 
different cases? 

(h) Has the attention of the TTon’ble the MemWr be(*n drawTi to a 
pamphlet published by Mrs. Taiulata Sen, h.a., of MyrneTmingh. 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble the Member considering the desirability of hav- 
ing all the judgments passed on nonA'o-ojM'rators (wdio are still in Jail) 
scrutinised by two judges of the High Court? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (r?) There have been no 
caH(*H under the Perevention of Seditious Meetings Act. As regards 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act, the answer is in the affimiative. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) No. 

75-A. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in (iharge aware of complaints of irregularities of proc^edure contained 
in the painjihlet published by Mrs. I'arulata S(mi ? -Will not Ooverii- 
ment move, if there have been irregularities and injustice done? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: If G overj^ment are convinced 
that injustice has been done, Government will cvrtainly move in the 
matter. 


Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

76. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge oi the I)e]>artment of 
Local Self-Government be jdeased to state th(^ number of MuhammadauB 
amongst the Assistant Surgeons and 8iib- Assistant Surgeons in the 
service of Government? 

{})) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the numlier of Muhammadan officers in that Department? 

(c) How many of* the Muhammadan Assistant Surgeons have been 
])romoted to the rank of (bvil Surgeon? 

((J) Will the Hon’ble the Mini.ster be pleased to state — 

(0 the number of Sub-Assistant Surgeons promoted to the grade 
of Assistant Surgeons; and 

(i?) how many of them are Muhammadans? 

(c) Have any Muhammadan Sub-Xssistant SurgtHins been promoted 
to the grade of Assistant Surgeon in this Presidency? 

(/) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
reasons for this? 

{g) Is it not correct that the only one Muhammadan Sul)-Assistant 
Surgeon, promoted to the grade of Assistant Surgeons in Bihar and 
Orissa, has bt^n transferred tct this Pn\sidency? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Five Civil 
Assistant Surgeons. Seventeen Civil Sub- Assistant Surgeons. 

(h) Efficiency is the sole test in respect of these appointments, but 
when recruitment is made the small number of Muhammadans who are 
Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surpfeons is borne in mind. 

(c) One officiating at present. 
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(d) (i) Five. 

(it) One. 

(e) One transferred from Bihar and Orissa. 

(/) None found fit and deserving* of such promotion. 
(ff) Yes. 


Non-stoppage of Darjeeling mail train at Paks^. 

77. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (//) Is the Jlon'hle the 
Minister in eliarge of the ])e]»artnie!it of Uuhlie Works aware that tlie 
re.sidents of the town of I’ahna are being* ineonveiiieiu'ed in eonse(|U(‘n(’;e 
of the fact that tlie I)arje(*ling mail trains do not stop at Uaksey station 
on the Eastern Bengal Bailwa> ? 

(h) If so, are the (tovernineni considering* tlie d(‘sirabilit y of moving 
the railw’ay authorities in this matt(‘ry 

(r) If it is not practicable to treat th(‘ ]*aksey station as a reg'ular 
station for the Darjeeling mail trams, are tlie (Toviunmeiit consider- 
ing the desirability of moving th<‘ railway authorities to treat it in tlie 
same way as Barrackjaire ? 

The Hon’ble the NAWAB 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (r/) (rovemment are not aware of tin* alleged incon- 
venienc<‘. 

(h) and (r) The questions do not arise. 


Ishurdi-Bhadhuganj Railway. 

78. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the noirble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejiartment of Public Works be jileased to 
siat(‘ when the ( loviu iiment <d Beng*al mov(‘d the (Government of India 
to sanction the construction of fhe Tshurdi-Shadhuganj liailway line in 
the district of Ihibna in pursuance of the resolution which w'as moved 
in the Bengal T^egislative rouncil and accejited by the Government on 
the fith Februur>-, 1922? 

(h) What progress has the said sch/hiie made since the acceptance 
of the resolution P 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of urging upon 
the Rail wav Board to sanction the scheme early for the c.<mstruction 
of this line during this official year? 

(d) Are the Government in a po.sj^ion to state approximately when 
the construction of this line is proposed to be taken up? 
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The Hon’ble the NAWAB 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The resolution of this Council, referred to, was 
conveyed to the (Government of India in a letter dated the 20th 
Februar>’, 1922. 

(h) (jovernment are unaware that any pro^m\ss has been made. 

(r) No; as the (Government of India hav(‘ intimated that the wishes 
of the (Government of llenf^al will be borne in mind with a view to 
givinfj; the i)rojec>t favourable considcu'ation should the opportunity 
arise. 

(d) No. 

Action on resolution regarding unemployment. 

79. Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: (a) Will the Ilon’ble the 
Mitiisb'r in charge of tlie Depaitment of A^iicnllure and Industries be 
pleas('d to state what stej^s, if any, have* b(‘en taken on the resolution 
j)assed by this (\)uncil foi' tin* a])])ointm(Mit of a Committee in connet'- 
tion witli tli(‘ unemjdoyment |)i’oblem ? 

(h) If no st(‘)»s liav(‘ lu'cii taken, will the Ilon’ble the Minister be 
pleased to state the n'usons thmcfoi ? 

(r) Will tile Ilon’ble th(‘ Minist(‘r he pleast^d to stati* what steps, 
if any, the Gov(*rnm(*nt pro])use takin*^ to etfeel to that resolu- 

tion? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDU8TRIE8 (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): T he recommendation made in the resolution is under 
the consideration of Government. 


Public Health Department. 

80. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: Will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
phsised to lay on the table a statement showinpf — 

(?) in detail the number of ofheers in the Department of Public 
Health, their resjx'ctive salaries and work; 

(ij) the total ex])enditure incurred for this Department ]x^r year for 
the last three ytsars; 

(tii) the total ex})enditure made by Government in anti-malarial 
and other works in connection with public health (exclud- 
ing the cost of maintaining the IVpartment) during each 
of the last three years ; and 

(iv) the total amount s])ent (1) by the Government, or (2) by the 
District Board for improving the supply of drinking water 
in the villages during each of the last three. vear.q? 
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The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: ( 1 ) It 

involve considerable laboiii and exj)ense to prei>are the stalioneiit wliich 
is de8ire<l. As for pazettetl officers a reference is invited to the lleiipil 
Civil List, jra^es of whi<‘h a copy can be seen in the Library. 

As regards i>ermanent ministerial and otluM* non-pazet ted officers in 
the two brandies of the l)e]>a!tnient under the Direc tor of Ibiblic Health 
and the Chief Kng-ineer, Public Health Department, tln^ total number lif 
a}>]iointments (including* menials') is ‘JG4 and their total cost Its. 1.44.7S4 
per annum. 

As regards the woik of the Public IL'alth establishment dc‘taih*d 
infoimation is not available in any published re|H)rts. A statc'im'Tit is 
however laid on the tabh* showing the nature of w’ork of administrative 
offict'rs of the DeixirtmcMit, 

(ii) The total expenditure for establishment, grants epidemics, etc., 
is as fcdlows ; — 

191.5.19- Ps. 7,58,900 
1919-‘J0— Its. Id. 97, 000 
I9‘J0-2L-^Rs PJ,47.000. 

( 7 //) A stattunent is laid on the table. 

i ir) ( fovcrnnieril have not jiiovidc'd funds for improving tin* water- 
supply of \illages. S(‘j)aiat<‘ statistics of (‘\|)<'ndit ur<‘ uiidei this he:id 
ha\<‘ not b(‘eii fui^iish(‘d bv District H(»ards but their total expiuidit urt‘ 
on rural w atei -suiiply is as follows: — 

1915.19- Ps 7.Sd.000 

1919-‘5) Ps. 7.00.000 
19‘J0-!il — Ks. 5,80,054 


Statemrnt referred t (I ifi the rqdy to clause (i) of uustarred (fuestion 
N('. HO, sJiowi 'Kj the nature of work of (fficers in t}f‘ Department 
of Puhhc Health. 

DKSieNATlUN OK OfFK’KUS NaTCBK OK VVoEK. 


PuHic Hfalth Briinrh. D/reitor of PnlUr 
Health. Ifenynl. , 

1 Assintanr fHrector of Pui^lic Healtli, 
Malaria Hesoarch, \Vu«t B<*iignl. 

Dr. Kit.'Uiibata. 

I A8*<istaiit Director of PuMic Health, 
.Malaria Ueaearch, Kast lU'iigal. 

(Not >et apijoiiitetn. 

1 AsHistaot Surjxeon (fM'rrnaneot) 

Dr. Paiichanan Sur. 


Gfueral Admmutrat tan uf 7/e DefKirtment 
(Sa7itta r i/). 

lo'fwction of all toe toalan.il tnotK m 
Bciip^al with a view to nHOitaiii tin* 
iwulellyiog CailHeH of the |>n VtthlllCP ef 
tli« (h-s^'ane at tliowc placea aiul ihvoatii;a~ 
the wayH and ineaiia fur itn preven- 
tion 

H« IK an (iKsiRtnnt to the A-siMlartt Director 
of Jhihlic Health, Malaria Ueatiarch, 
Ih'iigal. It IK hin 8p<M'iaI work to nufier- 
vise the four anti-riialanal achetnet 
Blurted and carried on at Jankipiir, 

• Meenglas, Singarari Topoai and Banka 
Valley. 
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Desio.nation. 

1 Assietant Sur^^eoo (temporary) 
Dr. liunutiiali Giioslt 


2 Assistant SMrp:oona (Tempoiary) 
Dr. Miiraii Mohan Basil, 

Dr llari[)a(J}i Sarkur. 


1 Suh- Assistant Surf^oon (porraniiont) 
16 Suli-AS'Ostant Siii^cons (temporary) 

I Solo 4 8'>iKlant Surgeon (temporary) 


1 l<]ntomoloy ist, Bengal I^iiblic Health 
Defiartmenl. 


8 Surveyors 


1 Assistant Surgeon (temporary) 


3 Sub- Assistant Surgeons (temporal y) ... 


2 Surveyors 

Kala-azar. 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health, 
Kala-azar Suivey. 


Naturk op wobk. 

An assistant to the Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Malaria. The special duty 
of ibis AssiHtaut Surgeon is to supervise 
the work earned on locally by the sub- 
assistant surgeons in certain selected 
malarial tracts in Bengal ouiside Calcutta. 
Spleen census and blood films are taken 
of the inhabirants of these places and 
({Uinine is distributed to them. 

These two Assistant Surgeons are also 
assistants to the Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Malaria. They aie in 
charge of the malarial survey started in 
the environs of (Ja|putta. 

They are assistant to the four Assistant 
Surgeons mentioned above and work 
undei their directions. 

He is detailed to investigate malaria, for 
the present in the distiict of Burdvvan, 
on the lines formulated by Sir Leonard 
Rogers. 

He docs the the entomological work of tlie 
Public Health Departiiient at the Mala* 
ria Research Laboratory. 

Their duties are to' sur\ey the malaria* 
ufff‘(‘t(*(l parts of the eiiMrons of Calcutta 
and draw iij) maps with special reference 
to (iohas^ iiiBanitary tanks, heel'' and 
spiel'll indices. 

He is placed in immediate charge of the 
mulariR observatory staited at Sonarpur 
(24-Purgana8) with funds given by 
private benevolence. 

They are all asaistatita to the Assistant 
Surgeon at Sonarpur One is iu cliarge 
of ilie outdoor dispensary opened at the 
place and the two others tour round the 
Nillagehfrom house to house attemling 
to the cases of malaria repoi ted to them 
AMtli the ultimate view of detecting the 
real eausos of the fever. 

Their duties are to survey the malaria- 
affected parts and draw up maps of the 
places. 


Inspection of those parts of Bengal which 
are suspected of being infected with 
Kala-azar, investigation into the causea 
of the disease and ascertaining the 
methods of their prevention. 
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DeSI 9 NATION. 

3 Sub-Assietant Siirgeous (temporary) 


V accinaUon and Vital Statittic$. 

1 Aaaistant Director of Punlic llcuUb, 
Vaccination ami Vital Statistica. 

118 Assistant Snperintcmients of Vaccina- 
tion. 

1 SiJperintcmlent, Bengal Vaccine Depot. 


6 Depot As^'istants 


h.dufftrml Hygiene 

1 AHHihtant Director <»f Puldic Health 


School Hygiene 

1 AHHistant I>irec(or of I’nltlic Htaltli on 
Scliool Medical liiHpectmn. 

1 Assistant Snr;;eon 

1 Medical InHjwclresM of Schoola 


• 1 Asaiatant Director of I’ul> ic Health 
Presiilency (’irch- 

I Assistant Director of Public Health. 

Dacca Circle 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health, 

Uaj^hahi Circle. 

1 Assistant Director of Public Health, 

Burdwan Circle. 


Sanitary lngf)6ctort Training Claia. 
1 Teacher of Hygiene 


Nature of work. 

They are all assistants to the Assistant 
Directoi of Public Health for Kala-azar 
and work under his direction. 


Control and adininistiation of tiie vaccina- 
tion \v(*rk in Bengal. * 

Inspection of woi k in the different dis- 
tricts of Bengal 

Olliccr in charge of the Vaccim* I 'epol at 
Intally umler the Assistant Dircctoi of 
ibibbe Health fot Vai'ciiintion and Viial 
Statisin-h suporMses tin' inainifactiiie 
and distribution ot \ aci oie lymph 
throughout Bengal. 

Tbe\ arc detaileii for tlu* s{>ocial work of 
manufacturing vaccine iMupli at the 
Vaccine l>c(>6t at Inially 


Inspection of the varmiis mills and fac- 
tories with a vu'w to improve the con- 
ditions of the working population in 
r<*gard to thuir physical welfare. 


Inspecting of 1*^10 schonls in I^engul w'ith 
the view' to promote the hi alth conditions 
of the school boys. 

Assistant to tie* Assistant Diri'clor of 
INiblic Health fi>r Scliool^llypine. 

Inspectiiui of the fillin’ kSchoids in Bengal 
with the object of improving the physical 
welfare of the school girls 

') They are the lo< al AsMiKtant Diicctors of 
Public Heabli, in charge ol the four 
diNisional public health cenircs. Their 
main duties are ihe inspection of the 
^ irunicipaliticH with a view to help them 
I with HUggestions for improvement. 

I ^Thej- watch the occiirrenci* and spread 
of epidemics and help the local bodies 
) in combating th<*m. 


He is an asHistant uurgeon and placed in 
• C’liarge of the Sanitary Inspectors’ 
Training Class which is conducted under 
the Bengal Public Healtli Department. 
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Drsignatiom. Natubr or wobk. 

Public Health Laboratory. 

1 l>ireotor, Pulilic Heultli Luboiatory, Analysis of water and f<K»d-8tuffs received 
Bengal. fioni the local ^authorities from all parts 

of Bengal. He is also the Public Analyst 
for Western Bengal, 


8 Assistant AnalNsts 


Inspec'tor, Septic Tank InKtallatioiiH 


1 Travelling Demonstrator for public 
Health Publicity Work. 

Kngineerxuy Branch, 

Chief Kngineer, Public Health Departmei 
Bengal. 


3 Executive Engineers and ] Assista 
Engineer. 


Five of the assistant Analysts are 
chemistH and three are hncteriologists. 
They aie all Assistants to the Director 
of the Laboratory. 

Six assistant analysts are posted to the 
main laboratory aL Calcutta and two are 
posted to the Branch Laborutor) at 
Dacca. The Senior Chemist is placed in 
charge c'f the Dacca Laboratory. He 
has been appointed to he the Public 
Analyst for the Dacca and Chittagong 
Divisions. 

Inspection of the Septic tanks installed at 
the various mills and presses in Calcutta 
and in the areas in the vicinity of 
Calcutta. 

He is detailed to tour throughout the 
province of Bengal for Publicity Work. 
He organises inei'tings in different 
localities and delivers lectures on h\ gb'ne 
to the people of the locality assembled 
there with magic lantern demonstrations. 

, General Administrntion ol the Department 
(Engineering). 

He is an Expert Adviser of the Public 
Health Board, and of the local Govern- 
ment on all matters relating to sanitary 
engineering. 

t The whole province is at presimt divided 
into 4 divisions and the three Executive 
Engineers and one assistant Engineer 
have been placed in charge of them. 
They prepare sketch and detailed pro- 
jects, contract drawings, specifications, 
etc.^ for wnter-biipplv , drainage and 
sewerage when asked by the Municipa- 
lities or District Boards within their 
respective jurisdiction. The projects 
when sanctioned are also executed under 
their supervision They inspect the 
existing sanitary works (waterworks and 
drainage) in their divisions and submit 
recommendations for their improvement. 
They advise the Municipalities and 
District Boards on all works relating to 
Sanitary Engineering. 
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StaUment referred to in the reply to clause (Hi) of uns tarred question 
No, 80 ^ showing the grants sanctioned for the various miter supply 
drainage and sewerage schemes and expenditure on the anti-tnalanal 
works during 1919, 1920 and 1921, 




Goveknment Uhan-i 

• 

Name or wohk. 


j 



t9n>. 

IMO 

1 


Bud;;e Budj^e Flood Flush Hs. 

(Dramaf»e). • 

lu. 

Ks. 

Myiiiensin^h waterwoik« 

1 

9,500 


Improvement. 

1 50,01 »() 

1 

20,' 00 


Noaklmli water supply ... 

1 21,000 




Daecp S<*\\erap* 

3,00,000 

2,20,000 

3,25,000 

MidiiHpure water Hupply 

1,V3.000 

50,000 



Nator ditto 

3.997 

f>0,000 \ 


j 

Krj-hnai^ar ditto ^ 

i 1 .25.000 j 


31,800 

hajhaii ditto ... 

4.0 10 

• 


Hioduaii (into 


26.000 1 

i 79,384 

Kursoon^'^ Sewerage ... 

30,000 

24,0t)O j! 

! 

• 

Jan;;ip ir anti-malarial works 

H,0H5 

5,219 i 

9,919 

Meeri-las ditto 

j 4,090 

1 


dingaram ditto ... 

965 

• 

1 

73 I 


Total 

7,70,137 j 

3,53,792 

4,46,102 


Expenditure on I’laj>ue and other epidciiiici in dudin^r the cont of the Bpeciul ntaff. 


liB. 

6.%84C 

129.268 

88,396 


1918 - 19 

1919 - 20 

1920 - 21 
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Female waiting room at Karnapur on KhuJna-Bagerhat railway. 

81. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in (iharge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that there is in (convenience felt by the public 
owinjif to there bein^ no female waiting-room at Karnapur station 
((Eastern Benj^al Railway) ? 

{}}) Is the Hon’ble the Minister also aware that several petitions 
have been sent to the Districi Traffic Su])(*rintendent, Central Section, 
and Traffic Manaprer, Eastern Bengal Railway, on the subject? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an in(|uiiT into the matter? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; ((/) and (h) No. 

(c) No, but the attention of the Railway management will be in- 
vited to the alleged inconvenience. 


Dacca-Aricha Railway. 

82. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 

the TTon’ble the Minister in (diarge of the Departmehf of Public Works 
be pleased to state what action, if any, has becui taken on the report of 
the Committee ap])oiiPed to investigate the b^asibility of the construc- 
tion of the Dacca-Aricha Railway? 

(h) Have the Government submitted to the Government of India 
any reccommendations urging th(‘ advisability of the said railway con- 
true t ion ?i 

(r) If so, will the TToirble the Minister l)e pleased to lay a copy of 
the letter on the table? 

{(1) When were those recommendations submitted to the Govern- 
ment of India? 

(c) What reply, if any, has l)een received? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The rej>ort W’as forwarded to the Railw^ay Depart- 
ment of the Government of India in March, 1922, and they w’ere invited 
to express an opinion in regard to the advisability of constructing a 
railway on the I’oute recommended by a majority of the members of the 
Committee. 

(h), (r) and ((/) No. 

(e) The view s of the Government of India have not yet been received. 
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Chak^ghi regulator and Shergarh Channel. 

83. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: {a) Will the Hon hle the 

Member in charge of the De}>artmeiit of Irrigation be jileased to state 
whether he is aware that the i>eople of Shergarli and the neighbouring 
villages in the thana .lainalpur in the district of Hurdwan, siittei loss 
annually on account of the lieading up of water in tlie ('hakdighi regu- 
lator ? 

{!)) Has the attention of the (lovernment been drawn to ihe condi- 
tion of the Shergarli cliannel which was constructed to drain ofl the 
water of the Chakdighi regulator to the Kana Ilainodar but wdiich has 
now’ silted up, andtrcHiuii es re-exc avat ion 

(r) Are the (Toverninent awarc^ that on the* Idtii Sc‘pt(‘inbeT . 1901, 
in a letter to Rajani Kaiito Haiicujee and olheis tli(‘ Mxec iitive Engineer, 
NorthcTU Drainage and hanbankincMit Division, promised to takc^ up 
the cleaning of the Sherguih channed as soon as funds were av a liable ^ 

{(1) Will the ITon’ble the* Meunbeu be* pleast‘d to state* wlic‘tlic*r any 
expenditure has bc*en ineurrc‘d sinc'e the const ruc’t ion of the drainage 
channel for removing silt ? 

The Hofi’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; (c/)*No i'c*port of sin h damage has leac hed ( foV(‘rnnient. 

I //) Idle* Sh(*rgarh (dianm*l has, it is !’c‘portc*d, silti'd iiji very little 
since* its construction in 1S09 

( r) Yc*s, it was stated in iepl\ to Hajaiii Kanta Hairagi < not 
Baiieijc'c) that measui’es will he taken to widen the Sln‘igaih Drainage 
rhaiinel as soon as funds an* availahh*, but it was su}isc*ijuc*ntly found 
that the situation would }>c* ampi\ met i)\ the* const met ion of a sluice 
on the (dd Sheigarli Uh.mnel A sluice was built in IffOri at a cost of 
Rs. 1 ,09d and has b(M*n working sat isfa< torily in eonjuiietion with the 
Chakdighi Regulator in the* Kana Dainodar. 

(fJ) No expenditure* has been incurred sinc e* the* construe tion of the 
sluice, in silt clearance, as this has not lieeui fouml necessary. 

83.A. Mr. BlilOYPROSAD 8I»^CH ROY: Will the Hon ble the 

Memlier in charge be pleased to order an investigation and then come 
to the eone lusion w hether any iniprovenient is nee’e^ssary 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The inattei is not of such inipoitanee at ihe pre.sent 
moment as to recjuire investigation ; Jmt I shall take such departmental 
action as I think necessary. 
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Sub-registry offloe at Fakirhat. 

84. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURi: (a) Is tlieHon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware of a 
public demand for a sub-re^rif<trv at Fakirhat thana in Khulna? 

(h) Are the Government considering^ the desirability of callin^^ for 
a report from the (Collector of Khulna? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. MITTER; (a) The people of Fakirhat desire 
to have a local rej^istration office. 

(h) Governmcni have recently obtained a r(‘]X)rt from the Collector 
of Khulna. A re^ristration office at Fakirhat would not be self-siipport- 
inj? and Government are not juepared to incur iioa' expenditure on 
this account at present. 


Travelling allowances of Assistant Inspectors of Schools. 

85. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the lion ble the 
Minister in charj?e of the Department of Education be ])leased to lay 
on the table a statement showinj^ separately, together with tlieir pay, 
the amount of travelling allowance drawn by each of th(‘ Assistant 
Inspectors of Schools during the years 1920-21 and 1921-22? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referrcMl to the 
statemefit whi(di is laid on the T/ibrary table in connection with a 
similar (piestion asked by Ifabu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


Government Bill. 

The Bengal Village-Chaukidari (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I move that the Benp^al 
Villa^^e-t'liaukidari (Amendment) Bill, 1922, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of Mr. J. Donald, Mi. BijiKvprosad Sinf^-li Roy Babu 
Nalini Nath Roy, Babu Annada Charan Dutta, Nawabzada K. M. Afzal, 
Khan Bahadur, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed, 
Mr. W. E. Travers, Babu Brojendra Ki.shor Ray Chaudhuri and myself, 
with instnu'tions to .submit thelj* reynirt in time for its consideration at 
the Aupfust session of the Council. 

At this stape, the discmssion is confined to the piiciple of the Bill. 
As Sir TTenry Wheeler explained, in introducing the Bill, the sole prin- 
ciple of this Bill is to a.ssimilate the Chaukidari Act in two respects to 
the Villajre Self-Government Act. Government had hoped that the 
Villafje Self-Government Act, would \w fairly quickly extended through- 
out the counfry as each district became ready for it. Unfortunately, 
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owing to various causes, of which iion-co-oi»eratioii is the cheif, the exten- 
sion of the V^illage Seif-Governiiient Act has Wn greatly retanled, and 
it has become liecessarv to face the fai t that the Chaiikidari Act will 
remain governing the rural pf)lice for some tune to come in many dis- 
tricts. It was therefore considered desirable to bring the (^haukidari 
Act up to date in these two particulars: the first nunoves the maxi- 
mum limit to the pay of ciiaukidars ami the sei'ond raises the maxi- 
mum limit of the tax on any individual. The Bill has Ixmmi circulated 
for opinion, and although there are some ilitt'erenci\s of o[»inion as to 
whether there should be a maximum for the i>ay of clmukidars, there 
is pnictically no difference of opinion that owinjr to the alteration of 
the economic circu«istances, it is ne(‘(‘s.sar\ to amend si'clion 12 of the 
(^haukidari Act. As regards sectum lb, there is also practii’al unani- 
mity that some alteration is re^juired. 

Idle various suggestions which have Ix'en made will be considered 
in the Select ('oniniitt(‘e. f mav <‘\plain that we liaM* rm-imtly had 
occasion to consult our District Officer in a separate conmu-tion with 
regard to chaukidaii matters and the ie]K)rts W(‘ hav<‘ received from 
all show that the\ aie fuliv alivi* to tin* undesiiabilil> of raising largely 
or gemMallv the chaukidaii tax and to tin* necessity, wh<*r<* it is adyis- 
able to rais(* the chaukidais’ wag<‘, of seeing to the utmost that is jm)s- 
sible that the mone^ should be provided by reducing the numb(‘rs of the 
ciiaukidars. The passage (d tin* Bill does not involvi* an\ large oi’ g’eneral 
incr(*ase of the chaukidaii tax. I would ask tin* (’ouncil to pass the 
motion to refer this Bill to the Select (’ommittee* 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; 1 ha^e disdissed 
the principb*s of the Bill vNhich is a ver_\ short one, and which, T submit, 
has imjKU'tant bearings. 1 am glad that the authois of tin* Bill se(*k 
to raise the status of the (haukidars. If I remember aright, in the 
year ISOO, the chaukidar was viewed as a peciiliai institution in himself 
in the villagi* life. In ISTtl, wh(*n Act VI was passed, His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor of B(*ngal thought that the chaukidai was 
u l>east of hunleii 4‘»nd a m(*nial and his view was that it was neces- 
sary to raise his status; at the same time the prim ipal that w’as in 
force at the time, the apj»ointm(*nt of chauknlars by the Pancliayel was 
viewed with disfavour, and the jiower to appoint tln‘m was given to 
the Magistrate; that was not so in the i^ld regulation laws. However, 
the change was made liecaiise that was the view also in the other pio- 
viiices. Now this Bill enunciates the very same principle, namely the 
appointment of ciiaukidars by the Magistrate; this will give^rise to a 
difference of opinion. If the apjKiintmeiit were left to the discretion of 
the Tanchayet, that would have been of some solace tp them, but 1 am 
not in a position to go further into the^<|uestion now because, sinre the 
venr ]870, the appointment has lieen left to the discretioi^ of the 
magistrates. I do not approve of such a procedure. 


in 
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The other j>rin('i]^)le involved in the Bill is IHp P^y of the chaukidar. 
Jf yon fj-ive him u proi)er ntatiis, you must increase his pay; if you do 
not do that, you will put matters in a difficult position. Looking at the 
economic condition of the village life, it is necessary that their pay 
should be increased. But the (question which should be the chief item 
,of consideration with the Select (Committee is this. Supposing that 
you increase the pay of the chaukidars, how is the cost to be met? 
Now, let me submit to the (Council that there is considerable discontent 
in the village on account of the increase of Union and chaukidari rates. 
If they be further increased, 1 am sure it will meet with resistance by 
the villagers; consetpiently, it will be a matter for the Select Com- 
mittee to solve this problem. The Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson has given 
us an idea that the number of chaukidars may perhaps have to be 
decreased. I’hat is a (juestion which T leave to the Select Committee 
to consider, but it is a principle which should be thoroughly discussed 
by them. T am led to think that if the number of chaukidars be 
decreased, that will not he of advantage to us, Ix^cause we want a larger 
number of chaukidars in the villages. T need not dicsuss this at this 
stage, because it is a well-known facd that dacoities and robberies are 
committed almost daily in the mufassal, spei'ially in the marl portions 
of the districts. A largiu* number of chaukidars is necessary for the 
preservation of peace and order in the villages. These, Sir, are the twd 
principles of tlie Bill, which, 1 submit, the Selein* Committee should 
thoroughly go into and consider. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 am very glad that Government 
have thought it fit to raise the pay of the chaukidars, but 1 am really 
sorrv to find that objections have been sulunitted to this provision by 
some of the local authorities. In 1870, the minimum wage of a 
labourer was Ks. 2 |mw month and the maximum was Rs. 6, but 
circumstances have materiallv alt(‘red since that year. The price of 
paddy in that year was, 1 think, not more than 8 anna.s per maund, 
whereas the ]>rices of all food-grains and other necessaries of life have 
now considerably increased, and therefme, T am of opinion that Govern- 
ment will be justified in increasing the pav of the chaukidars. The 
wages of day labourers now range from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 per month 
in the mufassal, and therefore it would be most iniquitous if the pay of 
the chaukidars is only Rs. G ])er month. It may be argued that the 
chaukidars have not to work throughout the day and night, but I beg 
to submit that in order to preserve the life and proi)erty of the villagers, 
it is absolutely necessary that the chaukidars should devote the whole 
of their time to their work, 1 also find that the selection of the chauki- 
dars was entnisted to the magistrates only. Tt appears from the Bill 
that magistrates in making the ^selections shall now have to consult the 
Panchavets. This is a move in the right direction. Tt also appears 
that it is proposed to increase the taxes from the maximum of Re. 1 
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to Re. 2 per month. This is objected to on several ^rrounds, and I con- 
sider them to be quite reasonable^ because it is a direct form of taxa- 
tion, and this form of taxation is hij^hly objected to by the people at 
large. So I think the salaries of the chaukidars should be paid not 
by the villagers but by the Govenimeiit l)ecau8e it is the primary duty 
of the Government to protect the life and proj>erty of the ]HH>ple and 
specially of the poor villagers and cultivators. It may he asked : Where 
is the money to come from?” Sir, it was only the other day that 
on the suggestion of the Government, we have raised the rati* of stamp 
duty on leases by 50 j>er cent, we Inne also increased the rate of 
court‘fees on rent suits by 50 jK»r (ent. Therefore, I think I am 
justified in suggesting that the cost should h(‘ met not bv the ywor 
villagers and cultivators b\it by the Government. 

Mr. TAR IT BHU8AN ROY: T fully share the view which has been 
expressed by my friend Mr. Addy that there is ne(‘essity for increasing 
the salary of chaukidars. At the same time T cannot understand why 
the tax upon the villagers sliould la* doubb‘d from lie. 1 to Its. 2. 
As a matter of fact a chaukiilar has a two-fidd character. Tie keeps 
w’atcli in the village and, as such, is paid by the villagH*rs. Tie also 
assists the fKilice officers in iiujuiries in reportng and detecting crimes. 
The village chaukidar is to all int<‘nts and purposes not a whole-time 
man, and, s(» far as the village w'atch is concerned. h<‘ has to do that 
duty at night, aiffl so fa? as his ])(dic»‘ duties are concerned, T think 
it is very ri'asonable that ( t(»v(*rnnient should pay him out of the general 
Ex(’he(|uer like tlu* memlH*rs nf tin* ll(‘gular Police k’orce. As far as 
the Calcutta Police Force are concerned thev are maintained and paid 
out of the general revenm* and I s(*<* no ?eason whv, for assisting the 
pcdice, the villagers t]iemsel\(‘s should be called upon to C'ontribxite 
wholly to the maintenance of the village chaukidars. ^ 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I approve of the ]>rinciple 
of the Pill and 1 supfKut tin* intnalm tion of the Bill. But there is i>ne 
fX)int that strikes me. The wlndc cost is going to be met by the jH‘oplo, 
the taxation w’ill lx* increased and, therefore, 1 fail to understand why 
this rather tardy recognition of the rights of tlie |>eople has T)een 
made in the Bill in the sha|H‘ of consultation and the consideration of 
the views of the Pancliavets only by the l)i,stri(‘t Magistrate before he 
fixes the salary of the chaukidars. Why should it not be left to the 
Panchayet to fix the salarv? T fail to^understand this point specially 
in these reformed davs when popular Government is the declared 
policy. I think this seems rather antagonistic to the present |K)licy of the 
Government and T hope that the point w^ill he fully considered hv the 
Select Committee. Tn the Bill it is laid down that the District Magis- 
trate will only consider the views of the village Panchayets hut the 
salary is to he fixed hy him although*the salary will }ye met hy taxing 
the local people. 


JOa 
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Mauivi YAKUiNUDDIN AHMED; In villages, the chaukidars are 
apiK)iijte(l to watch at night, but as a matter of fact they seldom do it. 
TJieir time is employed in running on errands for police officers, doing 
service in the house of these officers, and doing many other things which 
ilie police want them to do. If they do all these things during the day, it 
IS not ix)Hsible that they can sihmuI a night in watcliing over the lives and 
‘projierties of the villagers. That is the reason why I am asking 
tliat it tile Select Committee is appointed, they should take into con- 
sideration this j)oint, siK*cially in view of the fact that the salary of the 
chaukidars is to be met by money taxed from the ]mblic. At the 
same lime, if Government or the Police Department want to employ them, 
they ought to pay a share of the salary of tlie chaukidars. That is the 
reason why T say that there should be some chaukidars who should be 
employed for doing service for the police, while others would be wholly 
employed for keeping watch in the villages at night. All these things 
ought to be considered by the Select (!ommittee. 

Rai JOGENDRA GHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; I feel that this 
doubling of the chaukidari tax is very ]nop]>ortune. It is well-known 
that in several districts ])e(>]>le refuse to ])ay the jiresent low rate of 

the chaukidaii tax. Is it wise to double the chaukidari tax at this 

timeK I doubt its wisdom. Sir, this is not an easy matter. 1 (piite 
concede that the village chaukidars should be nu ruited and organised 
<m a better scab*. 1 (piite lecognise that it is not right, as some of my 
friends think, that the Magistrate should hav(‘ no concern with them 
whatsoever. Nor do 1 agree with those gentlemen who consider that 
the Government should pay a part of the cost. My reason is this, that 
Government is not a iHU'son who will pay from his own pocket. 

Government will have to tax the ])eojde for it and thend'ore it is simply 

taxing the people in another foiin. It is much better that the people 
should ])ay direct for the chaukidari tax than the> should pay indirectly 
with an exjiensive machinery for collection of the taxes, say, road-cess, 
tax. Therefore I do not agree that the Government should pay a part of 
the expenditure. Hut still the great (piestion remains: should the 
chaukidari tax be doubled!^ My friends here have mentioned to you 
that a ( haukidar does very little work as a watchman. His only duty — 
so far as I am aware, I know something about it — is to report murders 
and other cas(*s to the p»dice and then bring the police to the village 
and a regular (jol moJ goes on.'" That is the only work. He does not do 
the work of watch and ward as he is reijuired to do. Therefore, Sir, so 
long he has done the work at a salary which nobody has considered 
insufficient so long and you have not received any representation from 
the chaukidars that they cannot w’ork on their salary, why should you 
be so generous to them and double the tax on the people? I say, Sir, 
those gentlemen here vrho were <^glibly acquiescing in the doubling of 
the tax probably have not to pay themselves. I have to pay something 
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of it and I hope every man who owns lands in the miifasKiil will have 
pay for this little Bill. It is no question whether I jniy or not, hut the 
question i.s this; are you ^^oin^»- to disturb a hornet’s nest and raise u 
storm ainonjf the pe(q)le wht) refuse t(» pay a (huihle tax? 1 therefore 
request that this matter he <arefully lonsidered before it is jmssed. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: I am sorry 1 cannot welcome the 
present Bill which is undei* consideration tor more reas<ms than one. 
The introduction oi the Bill and its fuissin^ by this ('ouncil mean taxa- 
tion on the Yilla^»^ers; and taxation tor a hat purpose? I’o maintain 
a host of j)ersons \\ ho an‘ (dtcn en<»-a<^ed t<» perform the menial duties 
of the thaiia ofiicei''. I hope I shall not be mistimlerstood uhen I say 
that they are more private servants of the local fjolice otticers than 
servants of the piibli( . Sir, the blue uniform ot chaukidars with their 
blue ffi/f/ris si^»'nifies the advent oi the ilurtHfo in tlje village and tliey 
are more public Ttiasters than public servants. tax the people to 

maintain such a class ot jeersons is a cr\iel thin^ and we slnmld not ^ive 
our assent to it . 

Seciuidls , Sii\ apait trom the ^rcninds which have been ur/K^ed with 
re^^ard to the piivate service done to hceal police oHicers, chaukidars are 
often en) 4 ‘a^ 4 ‘ed to hedp ( lovernnient . In tact they aie ( i(»\ernni(ud 
servants on a minatine scale. It is one oi their duties to report crimes 
and to be pieseiit aMhe thatias twice a week and they aie more usefcil 
to the (iovei'iiment for tlie ^-eneial administrative purpose than to the 
people tor j^uardin^ their lives and properties duriii^r the iiiK-ht. And 
as such it is hi<rhly desirable that the cost oi niiiinTainin^»- these peisons 
should at h'ast be partially borne b\ (lovernment. As the Bill is now 
beiiip ndeired to the Scdec t ( 'oniniittee. niv submission is that the mem- 
1 k*is will kindly eonsid(*r this fact and that the* Bill may b(‘ translatcul 
into an Act with th(‘ clause lelatin^ to tlie incieiiuMit oi th^ tax 
left out. With these tew rcMiiaiks I be^f t<i resume* mv sc*at. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I find there is a 
considerable misajijnehension with le^rjud to the leal intention for the 
amendment of the Act. It has been said again and again that the 
chaiikidari tax is going to be doubled as the maximum is going to be 
raised. I would try to clear the misapprehension. At jiresent the 
maximum is Ks. TJ and tlieie are people in the villages whose c irc um- 
stances var\ to a great extent. Tlierc i# the landlord and there is the 
tenant. If the landlord cannot be made to pay more than Rs. 12, the 
balanc-e is to be paid by the laiyats which would be an injustice. So it 
is intended that the maximum should be rai.sed. Take, for instance 
if Rs. bO are to be paicl by the villagers at present, Rs. 12 is paid by 
tlie landlord and Rs. 48 by the tenants, but it is intended in this Bill 
that in such a case landlords may hav#to pay Rs. 24 and the rest will 
be paid by the tenants. That is a move in the right direction, that is 
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to say, that the man who is able to pay will pay a greater share and so 
the burden of the poor will be lightened. That is the real intention of 
the Bill. It is not intended that the tax should be doubled. 

In the second place, it is contended that these chaukidars are more 
useful and serviceable to the thana officers than to the public. Of 
course in our younger days it was so, but at present things have 
•improved much more and we scarcely find any chaukidar going to the 
thana and spending his days there. On the contrary, he is useful in the 
village but one thing cannot be gainsaid and it is this that when the 
Df'iice officers go to the village they require some service liom the 
chaukidars. but that is reasonable because the i)olice officer is a new 
man to the village. That is one reason why it is said that the chauki- 
dars are the servants of the poli{te officers but I* strongly object to 
that statement. 

With regard to the point whether the pay of ihe ^chaukidars should 
be borne by Government or by the villagers, I will say that there is a 
considerable force in the argument that when the chaukidars as a 
matter of fact form jrart of th(‘ jM)lice force in Bengal, Government should 
bear the cost. And there is another thing that I would mention that in 
municij)al areas the rate-]>ayers had to bear the cost of the police, but 
so far as the urban poli(;e is concemed the rate-payers have been lelicv* 
ed of their jiart of the (;ost. 8o there is no reason why the burden of the 
villagers should not also be a little lightened by Goreinment. For that 
reason 1 think that a part of the cost should be boine by Government. 

As the duties of, the (haukidars are being done at jiresent, I would 
say that there is no concentiated o})inion in the village. If one party 
was to criticise the duties of the chaukidar another party 
takes up his case. But when there is a Fnion Board we% can expect 
that there would be a constituted authority and they will be able to 
exact work from flip chaukidais. Jfut now as the cii’cumstances have 
ebanged and the cost of living has gone up it is only fair that the pay 
of the chaukidars should be increased. At the same time in order to 
meet greater exjienditure there should be a little more taxation, but here 
I think that by leason of raising the maximum, the burden is likely to 
fall on the richer peojile and the poor people will not have to suffer. 
In this respect 1 think that there is a considerable improvement in the 
existing Ghaukidari Act and it should receive the support of the Council 
and that it should go to the Select Committee so that all these points 
may be considered and settled there. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; I would like to reserve 

my remarks on the important question of village-watch till my reso- 
lution on the amendment of the Village Self-Government Act comes up 
for discussion. At present I \yll confine myself to one or two parti- 
cular points. 
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In the first plaie, I would su^g^est that when the Bill ffoes to the 
Select Committee, the Select Committee should seriously consider 
whether they can return to the lines of the Act of 1870. The present 
Village Chaukidari Act is after all a piece of reactionary legislation and 
if it is again on the anvil for amendment the Select Committee should 
take good care to see if they can improve it by intriHlucing the provisions 
of Act VI of 1870. They will see that the Panchayet had more powers 
and a higher status under the Ai t of 1870 than under the Act of 1801^. 

Then, there is another point pertinently raised by Kai Bahadur 
Jogendra Chunder (ihos(‘ as to why the (fovernment should contribute 
towards the cost of mainteiiance ot these chaukidars. 1 Uiink that 
greater authorities than the Kai Bahadur, more closely acijuainted w ith 
the Police l)e|>Jirti^icnt , have suggested that umler (*ertain conditions the 
wdiole cost of the village jiolice should be borne by the proviiudal 
Government. Mr. Hughes Buller, the late Tns])ector-General of 
Police, suggested that if the police be departmentalised, then the 
villagers should not bear the whole cost. This was also recognised, so 
far as I remember, by the Police Committee. 1 would, therefi»re, 
request the Select (\)minittee to consider this matter, nc,, whi'ther the 
Government should bear th(‘ increased charges foi- village police, very 
carefully. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Of all the un])opuhn' taxes in 
this ])rovince, the chaukidari tax is the most unpopular and I regret 
that it is pro|K)sitl to increase this direct taxation on the }H>or. The 
places, in which the Village Self-Government Act have been introduced, 
have given sufficient indication of the way in w]iich an increase in this 
direct taxation is viewed by the people and 1 hope that Government 
will take notice of this attitude of the people and think twice before 
launching* on any further inciease in the areas where the \’illage S(*lf- 
Government Act has not yet been introdured. The chaukidar is un- 
fortunately the servant of every jierson in authority wRo happens to 
pass through hi.s village and though he is not a whole-time servant, it 
is sometimes very difficult to know* whose servant he is. Again, he is 
the most unpopular servant of the (h'own in the village and it is ne(*es- 
sary, as some members have S 4 id, and as Government is also aware, that 
his fwy should be increased. But many President Panchayets and 
many people wdio have experience of the w’ork of these (*haukidars have 
assured me that they can safely increase the pay of these chaukidars by 
diminishing their number without nicreasing the chaukida^ tax, I 
would seriously suggest this method to the Select (^mimitte^ If this 
tax had been proposed to improve the conditions of the villagers, to 
improve their sanitation, to improve waterways and tnnks, something 
might have been said in favour of this increase. But nothing out of 
this tax is to be spent tow^ards these. It is to be .spent merely to 
increase establishment charges and I am afraid the people will not tole- 
rate it. 
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Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: 1, for myself, cannot welcome 
iii.s (.’haukidari Bill which has been introduced in this Council. My 
eason is the same as has been previously stated by some former speak- 
rs that it means further taxation on the poor people of the village. 
V^ith all due deference to my friend, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Wasimud- 
in Ahmed, when he said that the maximum tax of the village will fall 
ipon the zamindars and the minimum upon the tenants, I would say, 
orning as I do from the miifassal, that tin* zamindars will not have to 
ay much. The assessment is made by the Banchayets in consultation 
dth the Subdivisional Officer and the Subdivisional Officer often signs 
i^hatevei is brought liefore him by the Banchayets. 1 know particular- 
y well that the zamindars are exempted from paying chaukidari tax and 
he share of the bunlen falls U|)on the jioor jieojile in every case. My 
(lea is that when the ITiion Board is e.stablished th(‘Se chaukidars 
hould be employed with an enhanced pay as whole-time semints, but 
II any case the chaukidari tax should be as it is. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I have got only 
me word to say. I do not understand why there should fie so much 
►})])osition to the introduction of this measure. I think this measure 
s ('onsiderably oviudue and it is only bare justice That the chaukidars 
lay should be raisisl above Bs. (I. That salary was fixed in 1870, and 
o-day we ar(‘ not living like we did in 1870. The cost of living since 
Old has iiicH'ased 100 percent. Idierefore, I tiiink, the minimum jmy 
if the chaukidars should be Ks. 12. The (piestion of salary should not 
le left to tlie discretion ol the village Ihnichayet or the local officer. 

Tliere is amither po^lnt. Of course the increase in taxation is a 
'orollar.N to the incnmsi* in the salary of chaukidars. It follows natural- 
y. It does not mattei much wlio jiays the money. The jxuir chauki- 
lars work liaider than the District Board c/io/oy/.v/.v whose pay is above 
ts. 8. He spends sleepless nigJits in ]irotecting the lives and proper- 
ies of the viflagers and it is only bare justjce that he should have a 
iving wage. 1 am sure the Select Oommittee will remember it. 
dy suggestion is, that their minimum salary should be Rs. 12 and that 
t should not be left to the discretion of the Jbesident Banchayet or the 
iK’ul ofticers. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali His s[>eech, 
ranslated, is as follows: — It is j)ro|K).sed to refer the Village Chauki- 
lari (Amendment) Bill to a Select Bommittee, allndt our vehement 
ippositiHi against this measure. < 1 am sure our efforts will be in vain. 
Bit I should lik(‘ to .say a few words to the members of the Select Com- 
nittee and I ho]M* that tliev will listen to me carefully. 

I was tlie Bresident of the (diaukidari I'liion for over 15 years, and 
am also the Bresident of the Fnioii Board at present. I must con- 
ess that T have thus acquired a great deal of exj)erience in these ehauki- 
lari affairs. * 
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I watch very carefully the alfairs of my Union and the Union of 
the Tipi)era district. The chaukidars and the daffadars, usually jjet Rs. 5 
and Rs. 6, resi)ectively, as their monthly salaries. This allowance, I 
feel bound to say, is quite adeiiuate, as they are not whole-time ser- 
vants. On the contrary, the chaukidars live u]K)n other sources of 
income, as, for example, af^ricultiire and other industrial occuimtions. 
In other words, it means that the salary which tliey get is over and 
above their ordinary source of income. * 

They have to watch at night, but, rightly sjHniking, they lack in 
the [ierformance of this duty considerably. The reason is not far to 
seek. After a full day’s hard labour, either in the field or elsewhere 
in their other avocation, they naturally biu'ome tired and the 
inevitable consequejice is that they lose their energy to keep up at 
night, which a chaukidar or a daffadar is sujiposed to do. Thus it is 
seen that they aie chaukidars and daffadars in name only, and their 
casual attendance before the t liana otliceiN is a part and jMircel of their 
duties only. It does not matter at all wliether they keep uj) at night 
01 not, but if they could dance attendance on tin* t liana olHcers, their 
jMirpose is served. I do not, therefore, think for one single moment 
that it is at any rate desirabb' or projier to realise taxes from the ]>oor 
on this account. 

The cost of maintaining the chaukidar according to the pledge given 
by Lord (’ornwallis under Regulation 7 of 1797 is payable out ol the 
proceeds of the Stifmp Duty. Thider thes(* circumstances, T do not 
wisli to enter into discussion on this score afresh. Sir, wlienever there 
is a vacancy, heajis of ]x*o])le flock round as caniiidates for the same, 
and if I am permitted to say so, they do not (‘ven hesitate to resort to 
unfair mt‘ans with a view to achieving their ends. J, tluoefore, 
strongly ojqKise any increase of their jKiy and have every reason to trust 
that the Sele(‘t (’ommittee, when considwing this measure, will attach 
due imiKjrtance to my (diservations. 

I have no desire to say anything^ on other matters relating- to this 
Bill, because several Fnion Boards have lieen, and are still being, estab- 
lished in various jdaces under the Village laxal Seif-Governnienf Aft. 
So far as section 21 of that Act* is concerned, it is unma’cssary for me 
to discuss it at present. 

Before I resume my seat, I would once again ask the members to 
see that no increase is given to the maximum pay which has already 
been fixed for the chaukidars and daffadars. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN: The only ]>rovision 
which it is proposed to be made is that the jmy of the chaukidars should 
be fixed in consultation with the Paiichayets. This means, Sir, that 
the pay of the chaukidars will lie increased and the net result will be 
the increased taxation and con.sefjuent increased burden on fhe peojde. 
Well, I do not deny that the chaukidars deserve some increment of pay. 
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The villagers are in a bad plight. They are already groaning under 
the heavy burden of debt. It is not justifiable to increase their bur- 
den any further. The chaukidars are a part of the police force of the 
country and as it is the primary duty of Government to maintain law 
and order with the help of the chaukidars, I think Government should 
pay them. In municipal areas in the mufassal, the town police is paid 
by Government from the general revenue, the Calcutta Police is paid 
t)y the Government from th(‘ Government funds. These chaukidars 
j)erform exactly the same duties as the town jK)lice. If you pay for the 
town policte, why will you not jray for the village police? Are the vil- 
lagers richer and wealthier than the dwellers of the town of Calcutta? 
It the" answer is in the negative, then, why in the name of justice and 
fair-play you refuse to maintain youi village chaujtidars. The reason 
can only be that villagers failed to n‘present their views on the 
executive. 

In the <‘arlier days the State used to maintain the chaukidars by 
assignment of lands and these* lands came to be known as chaukidaii 
rhakian lands. From time immemorial ev<'n during the Moslem admin- 
istration, the chaukidars used to enjoy the lands rent-free and in lieu 
thereof used to jK'iform the police duties, hut in an evil moment the 
(iovernment thought otherwisi*. They resumed the rhohran lands and 
made them over to zamindars and the [H*o]de were burdened wdth the 
maintenance of the chaukidars. The net result of the resumidion of 
chaukidari lands is that wdiile the zamindars and big landlords make 
enormous profits, the poor raiyats are sucked for tin* maintenance of 
the chaukidars. The chaukidari lands were not settled on the j)rinciple 
of comjKditive rent, hut on the syst.em of }>revailing rent, that is to sa^, 
on the basis of the lent which was fixed dO or 40 years ago. If at that 
time the chaukidari lands had been settled on the basis of com])etitive 
rent, further incomes would have bei'ii derived and half of the income 
wouldi have been available for tho maintenance of chaukidars. Not 
only that the injustice is glaring. The zamindars after the resumption 
of these chaukidari lands settled them with the raiyats and they got 
heaps of money by way of nuzar or premium. The thing is this that 
by virtue of the provisions of the presiuit (’haukidari Act half the rent 
is jmid to the chaukidari fund, but the piemium which the landlords 
got by settling the chaukidari land was not available for the mainte- 
nance of the chaukidars which M’as entirely appro]>riated by them. I 
have found that Government ^settle<l some lands at Rs. 2 per bigha, but 
the zamindars juit the lands to auction and settled with the highest 
bidder for Rs. 4, Rs. 5 or Rs. (I j»er bigha. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): You can- 
not go into all these details. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HUSSAIN: I say that Govern- 
ment by alienating the chaukidari chakran lands made over the resources 
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to the zamindars and so the people have been deprived of iliat part 
ol revenue which the zamindars ai-e now enjoyinp. I think the law 
must be changed, or at least Government should jxiy, or the landlords 
should be made to pay for the maintenance of the chaukidars. I make 
this suggestion with a view to its being considered by the Selec t (’Jom- 
mittee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, L. STEPHENSON: I will not detain the (k)un«il 

long as I gather that there is no opiK>8ition to the commitment of this 
Bill to the Select Committee. There are only three points 1 should like 
to touch briefly on. The first is that we do not pr(>]K)st* to revise the 
Chaukidari Act. Many proiK>sals have lK*en made in the course of the 
sjxjeches suggesting that the Ac t should be amendcMl in this and tliat 
particular. The reason for our not taking up the* gt*neral amendment 
of the Act is that we have provided for the management of cdiaukichu's 
under the Village Seli-Government Act, and we still trust, pave 
Mr. Dutt, that the Village Self-Government Act will spread rapidly 
throughout the count ly and take* charge of the chaukidars. The second 
point is that the Bill is not a Bill to raise the ]>ay of the cdiaukidars. 
It is a Bill to remove the bar h) the raising of the pay in distric’ts 
where that raising is considc*recl to be nect*s.sary. The* third jHiint is 
that the Bill is not a Bill to raise or double the tax. As 1 have' already 
said, 1 am in hopes that the tax will not be substantially increased. 
The second provigiou of the Bill cicH*s provide for the raising or doubling 
of the maximum taxation on any individual. It does not necessarily 
follow that a zamindar who now pays Bs. 12 will have* to jmy Us. 24. 
The importance 1 attach to the* cjucsticui of th? maximum is that the 
maximum has a tendency to govern the other assessmc‘nts, if the maxi- 
mum is low, the whole scale is low* and the numlmr of assessc*c*H there- 
fore high and the [Hior are rojied in; if wc* raise our maximum, the |KH)r 
peojile will have a chancre to escape the taxation. • 

I would therefore, ask the C^ouncil to accje]>t the motion that the Bill 
be referrwl to Select Committee. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournmenit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 8 r.M. on Wednesday, the 6th 
July, 1922, at the Town Hall, Calcutt|i. 



144 


QUESTIONS. 


[5th July 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chaui})ei in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 5th duly, 1922, at '3 I’.M. 


Present: 

The Depuiy-President in the (’hair, the Ilon’ble the four Members of 
the Executive (^oun< il, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 104 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Oath. 

Lieutenant-t'olonel R. P. Wilson, i.m.s., took an oath of his 
allegiance to the Crown. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Reorganisation scheme of sub-registrars ^ 
district sub-registrars. 

*XLIII. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURi; {a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in char^^e of the l)e]>a]tment of Education be 
pleased to state wlien the reorganisation scheme, so far as the sub- 
rej’-istrars and district rej^istrars are concerned, will be taken up? 

(h) Is tlie, Tloii’ide the Minister aware* of a fei'liiif^ of discontent 
anionj:^ these officers owin^ to their ])ay and prosjiects? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION; (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): {a) \ sdu ‘me for revising the pay of the 
sub-registrars and to some ext(‘nt reorganising the Department has lieen 
approved by (Government and provisions for the expenditure will lie made 
ill the August supplementary schedules, 

(5) The menif>er is referred to the answer to the staiTed question 
No. XXX (fj) asked by Babu Bhishmadev Das at the meeting of the 
Legislative Council, held on the 10th March, 1922. 


Introduction of religious instructions in schools and colleges. 

*XLIV. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Education considering the 
lesirability of introducing religious instniction on catholic lines in 
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schools and collc^res in Bengal through the Pandits and Maulvis and of 
encouraging the students, especially those living in hostels and Board 
institutions, to say their daily prayers as far as is practicable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. G. MITTER: (loveriimeiit have given attention 
to this matter for some years atul are not prepaicd to take tlie initiative 
in the matter; hut (lovernment would welcome workable schenu's 
this end initiated by the communities concerned in relation to tliose 
institutions over which Government have control. 


Financial aspects of the Transferred Departments. 

*XLV. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (//) Will the 
Hon’ble the Memlxu' in (‘liaigi* of the Department of Finance* be ph*ased 
to state wheth(*r there is any piovision for apixdnting a Finamual Secre- 
tary for scrutinizing tlie financial asp(‘cts ot the Transferr(*d Depart- 
ments? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of mak- 
ing such an a]>pointment for tin* Transferred Departimuits ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr): {a) l^egal piovision foi tin* appointment of a Joint 
Financial Secretan' is contained in D<‘\olntion Hiile db. No financial 
provision has been made in the current yvm's budget for tliis post. 

(h) Not at present. 

Delay in the discharge of one Ladoo Singh from Pabna Jail. 

♦XLVI. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 

Hou’ble the Memlier in charge of the Department of Ilevenue (dails) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that 

(/) one LadfM) Singh with others was convicted under section d95 
by the Additional ^*ssions Judge of l*abna and Bogra on 
the IGth October, 

(ii) Ladoo Singh and two others filed jail apiM*als from Nator 
Sub-Jail to the Hon’ble High Four!; 

{Hi) they were aetjuitted on the 9tir May, 1921 ; 

(?r) the release order was received by the Pabna Sessions (.’ourt on 
the 12th May, 1921 ; and 

(r) Ladoo Singh was actually released from the Pabna Jail on the 
6th January, 1922? 

(b) If 80, who was responsible fftr the delay and what action are 
the Government taking in the matter? 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’bie Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) (i) Ladoo Singh was conyicted 

under section 402 and not under section 395. 

( 7 V), (iii)y (iv) and (v) Yes. 

(5) An Assistant Jailor was responsible for the delay and his ser- 
vices have been dispensed with. 


Grants for starting model primary schools in municipal areas, 

*XLVII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Educa- 
tion be pleased to state whether any grants for starting model primary 
schools within municipal areas in the mufassal on lines sketched out 
in Mr. Biss’ report have as yet been made:^ 

(h) If not, is it the intention to start such schools during the year 
1922 P 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) and (5) Grants have been 
made in four cases, Rang[)iir, CosHipore-ChitjHir, Nalchiti and Basirhat, 
and further schemes are under consideration. 


Relief to the family of the dead and wounded M Salangahat. 

•XLVIll. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge' of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to appoint a 
mixed committee of iinjuirv to rejK)rt on the shooting affair 
at Salangahat in the Serajganj subdivision of the Ihibna 
district on the 27th January, 1922; 

(7/) whether he is aware that a non-ofticial committee of iiKpiiry 
has apiH)inted for the purpose by the people of Pabna ; 
and 

( 777 ) whether he is aware that a non-official committee of inquiry 
has also been aj>i>ointed for the purpose by the People’s 
Protection League at Calcutta? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the two Committees 
mentioned alwve proceeded to Salangahat, examined many w’itnesses 
and cx)llected materials about the incident? 

^ (c) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware that some relief has been 

given to the families of the dead and wounded by the Salanga Relief 
Committee organised by the people of Pabna? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
steps to help the families of the dead and wounded in the said shooting 
affair? 
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MEMBER in eharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HoiPble 
Mf« Hi Li Stephenson): (a) (i) No. The views of (TOvemment regard- 
ing this incident were published in resolution No. 4599r., dated 
14th March, 1922, together with the report of the magisterial inquiry. 

(ii) (lii) and (b) Certain retK)rts to this effect in the newspapers have 
come to the notice of Goveninient. 

(c) Government have no information. • 

{(]) After full consideration Government Inive decided tiiat there 
are no cases in whi(di compensation could be given out of ])ublie funds. 


Erosion of Noakhali town. 

• 

^XLIXi Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (n) Will the Uoirble 
the Minister in charge of tlie l>ej)artment of Puhlii* Works be pleased 
to state whether it is (correct that the river at Noakhali is sliowing signs 
of recession and further erosion of the town is not appndiended at 
present ? 

(h) If so, are the Government (onsidering the desirability of ket‘p- 
ing in abeyance the proposal for removing tlie district h(‘ad(iuarters to 
Maijdi ? 

(c) What is the estimated cost of the removal of the district bend* 
quarters? 

(d) Has any iffoney In^en already s]>ent on the scheme? 

(r) If so, what amount has been so s|X‘nt ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT *of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur); 

(a) The rate at which th<‘ <‘oast and river bank in the vicinity of 
Noakhali town is being eroded at the present time is generally less than 
the rate recorded at tin* same season in previous years, ^he channtds 
in front of the town are shallowed now than in recent years. It cannot 
be stated with any certainty tliat tin* town is no longer in danger of 
destruction. 

(h) A certain number of bipldings have already been lost by erosion 
and will have to be replaced, and while Government is watching the 
situation carefully, it is obviously im]x>ssible to jKJstiione action if the 
IX)8sibility of the whole work of the district being dislocated is to be 
avoided. 

(c) The cost has been roughly estimated at R.s. 20,59,000 for build- 
ings, including Rs. 1,66,8811 for land. This cost provides for the com- 
plete rebuilding of the station and includes items regarding which ordeip 
have not yet been passed. It is not intended to remove the station 
en bloc, but only to replace, as necessary, the demolished buildings. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Rs. 1,52,167 was spent on accfuiring land in 1920-21. No expen- 
diture has since been incurred either on land or works. 
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•L. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in rharp’e of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state 
what eff'ert, if any, has bcvn piven to the resolution of Dr. Hassan 
Suhrawardy as amended bv Mr. Tarit Rhusaii Roy re^rardinj? the treat- 
ment of politicjil prisoners passeil in this roiineil on the 7th of Febru- 
ary, 1922? 

(h) If no artion has been taken, will the Hon’ble the Member be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (rr) The me,yiber is referred to 
the list han^in^ up in the lobby showing? the artion taken by Government 
on the resolution. Special rules re^ardinp the disrijJine and daily 
routine of the special class prisoners have since been promul^j^ated. A 
copy is laid on the table. 

(/>) The question d(H\s not arise. 


Copt/ of the rulee regarding special rtaf^s primners referred to in the reply 
to starred question Nn, L, 

No 4;tfi9Tt .1 , dated Caleattn, the ir)tli A])ri) 1922. 

From — M. C McAlpin, Esq , c i.k , i.c h , ScsTetary to the Government 
of Benjjal, llevenue Department, 

To — Tlie IriHpectcvtJeneral of Prisons, Benf.cal 

I am directisl to refer to your letter No 3072 of the 21 st February, 1922, with 
whieh you submit t«'d' draft rules for the guidance of s|>eeial rlass prisoners. 

2. The Governor in Couneil is pleased' to direct that in the ease of special 
class jiriNoners the followinn changes shall Ik* made in the rules of tlie Jail Code. 
These rult*s wiM be marked by the letter “ S ” and are in addition to the rules 
for sperial class prisoners inserted as Chapter XXXIV-A of the Jail Code 

Add as rule S-39f) — 

The convict officers in sjiecial class prisoners’ wards shall ordinarily be 
syiecial class prisoners. If no such prisoner is qualified, or available, the 
Superintendent shall make other arranjiements \^hicb shall be reported 
to th(* Inspector-General of Prisons. 

In rule 1048J substifvtr once a fortnipht for once a month. 

Add to rule 1048K — 

With the consent of the Superintendent, they may also be allowed mafi^aEinea 
and newspapers provided at their own expense and approved by the 
Superintendent. 

Insrrt the following; after Chapter XVI . — 

Chapter XVI*A.— Oitoipline and Daily Routine of Special Prieenert. 

it 

The barracks end cells shall be unlocked at dawn throuf?hout the year. 
(Note —But see rule 1180 nllowinp; discretion to the Medical Officer in fixing the 
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hour for opening the wards in cold weather.) Twenty minutes before the opening 
of the barracks the rising bel! or gong sliall bt^ soiindt*d, and the watchmen 
shall then rouse the prisoners. Every prisoner shuIl fold up his bedding neatly 
and shall remain quietly by his bed for I lie piirixi.se of being (‘oiintixl befuro 
being taken out of the a'ard. The oonvu-t officers will nsc^ertain if any prisoner 
is sick or wishes to see the Medical Subordinate 

S“€4S . — After the ward has been oiiened, they shall be allowed to go to the 
latrine in batches according to the accommodation in the latrine. Su k pnsoiierti 
shall be seen by the Medical Subordinate in th€> ward. 

S-^4 ^. — Every prisoner shall be allowed to remain at least five minutes in the 
latrine, and longer if ntncssary Each latrine parade ought not to 
occupy more than half an hour; every latrine must, therefore, contain coiiipart- 
nients in the proportion of 1 U) G of the number of prisoners to use it, and the 
washing place contigiAius to each latrine shall have one compartment to every 
four latrine seats. 

S~044 - — Separate bathing places shall 1 h' provided for spixual class prisoners. 
After the latrine parade, the pri.soners shall go to the bathing idaces I'he time 
allowed for bathing shall be HU(*h us to allow every prisoner ten minutes for 
bathing; if necessary, the prisoners will go in batches 

After bathing, tlie early morning meal shall be distributed At tliis time 
tin* Jailor sliall arrange any alterations of the gangs that may be necessary, 
noting any change of work he may order in the prisoners’ history tickets, or 
musing such entries to be made under his initials, and having the alterations 
entered in the gang Isaiks (Ncr rule 77r» regarding allotment of tasks ) 

On completion ol the earl\ nioniing meal tin* prisoners shall 1 h' 
allowixl to wash tbeir linnds, after uliicb the rolls shall Ix' called, and tlie prisoners 
shall go to their working places 

S-ft40 Special (lass prisoners shall at all time he?l;ae in an orderly way, 
but shall not l>e required to nioie in tiles, nor sit in tiles at meals nor salute 
officers and v»sitors. WIkui addressing or addn'ssed by a jail officer or visikir, 
they shall stand quietly hut are not re<juir<‘d txi rni.se the hands so ns to display 
the palms. 

Sjiecial class prisoners shall not b<‘ required U) carry their kit with 
them. At working time the kit shall he left in the ward or cells in charge of a 
convict officer. 

/S'.G.*)ry - Special class prisoners shall Im- gnen tlicir incuils in sheds or other 
suitable shelter W hen the Ixdl for (Tie midday parades rings, tin* prisoners Khali 
go to the feeding shed They shafl then go to the bathing pla(s*s as providixl 
in rule 8-044 After hnthiiig they shall return to the feeding shed, .'iiid the 
meal shall be distribuUxl under the sufienntendenee of a convict officer They 
sliall wash their own feeding utensils, but the Su pen nt^ui dent can, at his 
discretion, allow the employment of an ordinary prisoner for this purpose 
Complaints about fo<Kl shall be report<*d at once to the jailor as provided in 
rule 650. 

After the meal prisoners shall be allowed to go to the latiine as providinl in 
rule S-642. They shall then return to their ward or cells. 

S-651 . — Prisoners will resume w'ork in the afternoon on the sound of a bell 
or gong and cease work when the gong is again sounded in the evening and go 
through the same proccxliire as in the fhorning, exc4*pt that bathing in the 
evening should not be insisted on except washing of ihands, feet and face. 
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S‘65S.—A night latrine Bhall be provided for each ward, and shall be 
Bcre<!ned off for purpoKes of decency, PriHonerb shall use the night latrine for 
defiecation only when actually necessary, and, as a rule, it should only be used 
in cases of sickness. Any prisoner who uses the latrine at night shall be 
reported by the watchman and dealt with as ordered in rule 649. If he is found 
to be sick, he shall immediately be placed under medical observation apart 
from other patients. 

Each cell is provided with two baskets but these should not ordinarily be 
used exiKHit for tlie pur|K)se of urination. If otherwise used the fact should be 
brought to the notice of tlie Medical Officer. 

S-054-055. — Parades w'lll b<‘ lield on Monday morning to hear complaints, 
but this does not preclude any prisoner from interviewing the Superintendent 
at any other time with legitimate (‘omplaints. 

S-657. — Silence shall be maintained during work except when any enquiry or 
instructions relating to work are necessary. All loud talking, singing or quarrel- 
ling is prohibited, but out of working hours prisoners shall be jiermitted to con- 
\erse quietly. Between lock-up and sleeping time prisoners may also read aloud 
from books provided from the jail library. 

iS-OrtO . — Soap shall be provided to enable prisoners to wash tlicur clothes. At 
the discretion of the SuperinUmdent a prisoner washerman may be employed to 
wash the clothes of special class prisoners. 

S-GOO . — Special class prisoners are exempted from the operation of rule 660, 
subject to the provision that if the Medical officer deems it neeessary to clip the 
hair or shave the head of any prisoner, this sliall be done on his written order 
entered on the prisoner’s historj' ticket. 

J, Hules 648, 649, 652, 656, 658 and 661 to 670 of the Jail Code apply to 
special class prisoners as well as to ordinary prisoners. 

‘4 The following instructions apply to all prisoners, whether spi'cial class or 
ordinary, convicted under the Seditious Meetings Act, Criminal Law (Amend- 
ment) Act, Chapter VI, and sirtion 15;1A of the Indian Penal Code and section 108 
of the Criminal Proc^edure Code and prisoners convicted of other offences known to 
have been committed in connection with the non-co-operation or similar political 
movement: — 

I 

(i) The punishment of whipping shall not be inflicted on such prisoners except 

in extreme cases and with the previous sanction of Government. 

(ii) The punishment of handcuffs and fetters should imposed on such 

prisoners sparingly, only when clearly necessary, and when the 
SujH^rintendent is of opinion that jail discipline cannot otherwise be 
maintained. A rejiort should be submitted to Government through 
the In8pe<'tor-General of Prisons, whenever such a punishment is 
inflicted on prisoners of this class. If the prisoner is a special class 
prisoner, the previous sanction of Government should be obtained. 

5. The above rules and instructions are prescribed provisionallv pending a ' 
decision on the general question of creating a new class of imprisonment. 

6. Subject to the modifications stated above, the rules of the Jail Code apply 
to special class prisoners and to all so-called political prisoners, and the Governor 
m Council expects that the rules will be enforced in the manner prescribed by 
rule 187 of the Code. I am directed to draw your special attention to the 
necessity of assigning work to all prisoners sentenced to rigorous imprisonment 
.nnd of st^eing that the work is properly done in accordance with the Jail Code 
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(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Transfer of the establishments of certain schools to other departments. 

86. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: Will the Bon ble 

the Minister in charge of the Dei>artmeiit of Education be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the dates on which the following establishments were handed 
over to other dejMirtments : — 

(I) the Technical schools, 

(II) the Euro])ean schools, 

(III) the Calcutta Art S(di(K)l, and 

(IV) the Weaving School of Seram jH)te; 

(?/) the total number of Vacancies in the grades of the Subordi- 
nate Educational Service created owing to the alK)ve transfer 
before the 1st Septeinlx^r, 1921 ; 

(lit) the way in which the above vacancies have been filled uj) Injfor© 
the reorganisation ; and 

(ic) the scales of pay awarded to the teachers of the above men- 
tioned ihstitutions? 

The Hon’blc Mr. P. C. MITTER: (0 1, III an^l W(‘?’e hand(*d over 
to the Dejmrtment of Industries on the 16th October, 1920. 

(II) remains under Education IlejKirtment in Keserved DejXirtment. 

(n) and (in) As I, III and IV were handed over with their |M»stH, no 
vacancies in Education Dejmrtment resulted; Eurojxuin fpchools were 
reorganised wdth effecd from the 1st September, 1921, so no vaciancies 
resulted before that date. 

(u’) It is understood that the reorganisation of the services under 
the Dei)artment of Industries is under consideration. The j)OHts in 
Euroj^an schools have l>een sanctioned as follows : — 


Posts in European Schools sanctioned from 1st Sejdemfwt\ 1921. 

Postn. 


Indian Ktiucational Servire 
[in. 400—40—800 
„ 400—30—700 
„ 400-25-700 

^ 400—20—600 ' 


1 

1 

1 

5 

3 


11 A 
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350—20—550 


... 


Poali. 

6 

300—20—500 




2 

275-15—425 




2 

250—10—350 




3 

220—15—370 




... 10 

200- 10—300 




1 

18,)— 10— 280 




2 

180-10—200 




1 

100-5-200 




2 

150— 5— 18(» 




... 10 

100-5—200 




2 

100—10—250 




1 

60-2—80 




2 

40—2—61) 




2 




Tolal 

... 56 


Rules for admission into examination for the Bengal Civil Service. 

87. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (^/) Is the lion hie the 
Member in ciiar^e of the Ap|X)intnieut Uepartnient tiwure that in 
clniise (» of (iovernmvnt ii(>tifi(ation No. hTIhSA., dated the 27th Mav, 
1922, jMihlished in the Calcutta Gazette of the 7th June, 1922, a person 
desirinpf to be admitted at the examination for recruitment to oertaio 
services is to ajijdy to the liead of the college in which he is studying 
at the time of the ajiplication or in which he has previously studied for 
a jHuiod of not less than three years P 

(6) Is it not correct that many of the students do not read in any 
college for more than two ^ears, s|M*cially students leading in 2nd 
grade colleges and then joining 1st grade colleges and the University 
(\)llege, and that in that case they ha^e to apply through the Director 
of Uublic Instruction ? 

(r) Is the Ilon’ble the Memlier aware that applications of this kind 
are likely to be fairly numerous? 

{(I) Is it a fact that the Director of Public Instruction has only 
Id nominations to make? 

(c) Are the (lovernmeiit considering the desirability of reducing 
this i>eriod of three years to two years? 

(/) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of giving 
the Director of Public Instruction the power of nominating at least 
50 students every year? 
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' (ff) I* Hon’ble the Member aware that the University College 
has not been included in the list of colleges entitled to nominate candi- 
dates for admission into examination for the Bengal Civil Service? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
this privilege to the University College as well? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (thft 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) Yes. 

(^>), (<”), (d)y (c), (/) Tile difficulty is realised and the rule will bo 
amended to provide that candidales may apjdy to the Head orf the 
College from W'hich they graduated. 

{(/) Yes. * 

{h) randidates continuing jHist-gradiiate studies at the University 
C'ollege may apply to the (^ullege from which they graduated. 


Reconstitution of the Calcutta University. 

88. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Will the Ilon’hle the Minis- 
tiu' in charge of the Department t>f Education he jdeased to slaU' whether 
it IS in contemjdation to introduce into this ('ouncil legislative measures 
foi’ the leconst itiition of the Univ(*rsitv of CjiJcutta in (*.onipliancc with 
the 1 ecomineiidat ions of tliis ('ouncil? If so, v\ht*n? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P. C. MtTTER: An offi<(M*of the department is 
preparing a first draft for the pur|M>He of reconstituting th(‘ University 
of Calcutta mainly on an eha tive iKisis, with due regard to the interests 
of various communities us also of different educational subjects and 
inUo’ests, It is hoi)ed that it will lx*. {>ossihle to introduce legislation 
during next cold weather. 


Indian Educational Service, 

89. Babu JATINDRA NaVh BA8U: (a) Will the Don ble the 

Minister in charge of the Education Department Ik* pleased to state 
whether any apiKiintments to the Indian Edm^ational vServiex* in <;onue(;- 
tion with the DeiKirtjneiit of Education, Bengal, have been made locally 
from this province during the years 19 i 5. 1920, 1921 and 19225' 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased txj lay on the 
table a 'sttUemeiit showing the names of the persons so aj>ix)iuted and 
the dates of their appointment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement giving the infomia- 
tion is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to question No, 89 ^ showing the appoint- 
ments made locally from this province to the Indian Educational 
Service during the years 1919, 1920, 1921 and 1922, 


Numtwr 

of 

appoint' 

, mMiits. 

Names of ofDceni a[)poioted 
locally. 

Date of appointment. 

Remarks. 


1919 . 



1 

Kai ]\ K. BtiHii Bahadur 

14th May, l9l9 

Promoted from the 
Bingal Educational 
Service. 

2 

Khai) Bahadur AliHanuIlah ... 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

:i 

Mr. B C. Gupta 

Ditto 

Made peniianent. 

4 

Mr. B. C. MahalaiuihiH 

Ditto. 


6 

MIhb G M. Wiiglit 

5th Pehrufti}, 1919 ... 

Made |H*rrnanent. 


1920 . 

0 


1 

Bai K K. Buiicrjt Bahadur ... 

10th January, 1920 .. 

f 

Promoted from the 
Bengal Educational 
Stovice. 

2 

Mr B. N. Sen 

10th April, 1920 



1921 . 



1 

1 ^ ^ 1 
Kai J. B. lOiadmi Itahadiir ... 

23rd b'ohruary, 1921... 

1 

IVomoted from the 
Bengal Educational 
SiTvice. 

2 

Mr. J. V. Fraiicie# 

Ditto 

Ditto. 


Mr. S. C. Do 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

4 

Mr. R. R. Biawaa 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Mi II. C. Baimrji 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

G 

Ih A. N. Miikhurji 

Ditto 

Ditto 

7 

Mr. B. G. Mukherji 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

8 

Mr. S. P. Das 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

9 

Shams-ul-ulaina Mr. Abu Naer 
Muhaiuiuad Wahid. 

Ditto 

i 

Ditto 

10 

Dr. Panchanau Ncogi 

Ditto 

Ditto. 
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Monber 

of 

Appoint- 

menu. 

Nomes of olDoert oppointod 
locally. 

Date of appointment. 

Rkmarkb. 

11 

SliaiiiH-nl-uIama Mr. Kama!- 
uddin Ahmad. 

23rd February, 1 92 1 ... 

Promoted from th« 
Bi'iigal Fdiu'atiuual 




Service 

12 

Mr Matlooh Ahmad Khan 
Chaudlmri. 

Ditto 

1 )i tt 0 

13 

Mr P. N Chatterji 

Ditto 

Ditto 

14 

1 

Pandit AMhntosh Sliastri 

Ditio 

Ditto. 

15 

• 

Mr. S N. Maitra 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 


1922 . 



1 

Nil. 




Appointment of additional Judge from the Bar. 

90. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: WiU the iron’blo the Meml)er 
in ehuT^e of tlie j\j)jK)iijtiiient. Dej>artinen< pleuHed to nUite whether 
(Toverniiieiit intend in tlu' course of this year to iil)jH>int an additional 
district jiid^e from tlie Bar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; The matter is under 
consideration. 

Pay ancT prospect of the teachers of the Alipore Juvenile Jail* 

91. Mr, AJOY CHUNDER DUTT; Will the Ilon’hle the Meml)er 

in charge of the Dejwirtment of Revenue (Jails) l)e pleased to state — 

• 

(/) whether the (loveinment have taken any action on the memorial 
submitted in November 1920 by the edii(*ational staff of the 
Alii>ore Juvenile Jail for amelioration of their pay and 
prospects ; 

(ii) whether the scheme, if any, for the betterment of pay and 
pro8])ects of the teachers of the Alipore Juvenile Jail lias 
been framed in the light of the recommendations of the 
Committee apjwinted to consider the question of the reorgan- 
isation of the Educational Services below the Bengal Educa- 
tional Service (published under the Education Department 
resolution No. 464 Edn., of 3rd March, 1922) ; 
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( 7 u) whether the educational staff of the Alipore Juvenile Jail 
weie mostly recruited by the Inspector of Schcnds, Presi- 
dency Division ; 

(iv) whether it is the intention of the Government to place the 
teachers of the Alipore Juvenile Jail on an equal footing in 
point of remuneration wuth the teachers of equal status and 
‘ similar qualification in the Education Department and to 

grant free (|uarters or house allowance; 

(r) whether the war allowance so long enjoyed by the educational 
staff of the AliiK)re Juvenile Jail has recently been stopped; if 
HO, why ; 

(vi) whether the members of all other branches nf the Jail Depart- 
iiKMit, namely, jailors’ staff*, ministerial officers, etc . have 
])e>en granted either a revision of pay or an ad interim 
allowance ; 

(vi'i) whether then* is any prosjKU't of giving effect tc the scheme 
referred to in (ii) at an early date; and 

(r///) it not, whethei the Government juopose intioducing an ad 
interim allow'ance for the teachers of the AlilK>re Juvenile 
Jaiiv 

Tho Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs ’Phe memlnT is referred to the 
answer to a (jiiestion on this subject asked by ProfesJor S. C. Mukherji 
at this meeting. 


Reduction in the price of drugs. 

92. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Mcniln'i* .11 charge* of tin* Thqmrtnient oi llt'viuiin* (Land Ucveniie) 
be pleased to state whether it is (*oiTect that the income from the sale of 
d^ugs produced and manufactured in the plantations covers more than 
foui times the cost of maintenance of the plantations? 

{h) Is the llon’Ide the Memln'r contemplating anv further reduction 
in tile ]>rice of the drugs? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Memlx*r l)e pleased to state the total 
output of the drugs wdiich will meet the total demand for the whole 
])rovince? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
the jilantatioiis in the near future for the prixiuction of drugs equal to 
the demand of the province? 

MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE](the Hon’bie the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(«) No. 



1922 .] 


QFECTIONS;. 


157 


(h) No. 

(c) Government are advised that it is practically imix)ssible to 
estimate a figure with any pretence to accuracy. 

(d) This question has been considered, once in 1907 and again in 
1918, when the whole of India was searched for areas for new planta- 
tions; the output of the present plantations is gradually on the incnuise, 
but it is rejxjrted that it is not i^ssiWe to extend them in this piovince! 


Administratian of the affairs of public health in the 
excluded areas. 

• 

93. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the lion ble 
the Member in charge ot the Department of Itevenue ( Land llevemuD 
t)e pleased to state whether th(‘ affairs of public healtli in the excluded 
areas are administen'd bv tln^ llon’lde tlie Mimslt'r in chargt^^ of the 
Department of Ijocal vSelf-(io\ei nment or whether tin's an* classed as 
reserved items? 

(b) Will the Hon ’ble the MemlM*r be pleased to state under whose 
administration the Darjeeling Model liaboratory for f(M>d analysis and 
clinical work has been placed? 

The Hon’ble ^ the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (n) publn' healtli admini'^tration in i‘\r linh*d areas is 
dealt with in the Itevenue Dejiartmeiit. • 

(b) The laboratory, like other matters of public health administra- 
tion in the excluded areas, comes within flit' jmrview' of the Revenue 
Department. 

Soheme for reoruitment in the Registration Department. 

94. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Education Department In* ])leaHed to state 
w’hether there is any draft scheme ready for the recruitment of offiwro 
in the next year (1922-2d) for the Registration Department? 

(b) If so, W’ill the Ilon’ble the Minister Ik* jdeased to lay the draft 
scheme on the table for the information of the Council? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of presenting 
such schemes for discussion and consideration by the Council before 
final adoption ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) No. 

(b) and (c) The (piestion does not arise. 
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Power of the Governor with his Ministers in regard to oertain 
appointments. 

95. Mr. D. C. CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charf^e of the Apix)iiitnient Depjirtmeiit be pleased to state what powers 
are vested in, and ean l)e exercised by, His Excellency the Governor 
.acting: with his Ministers to appoint f)ersons not being members 
of the Indian Civil Service to |)osts other than those specified in the 
Third Schedule to the Goveiimient of India Act as offices reserved to 
the Indian Civil Service ** ? 

(h) Have the local Government in the Transferred Departments made 
any apj^ointments in the exercise of such ]K)wers'^n 

(c) Have the Government of India issued to the loc^l Government 
any instructions regarding this matter? 

({]) If so, do these instructions materially restrict the rights of the 
local Government as exercised up to now? 

(e) Are the Government (considering the desirability of publishing 
these instructions and of laying on the tabh* c(fj)ies of the correspond- 
ence r(*garding this nuitter? 

(/) Is any distinction made between offices in the Indian Civil 
S(M vice ” and offices ivserved to membcus of the Indian ('ivil Scu viee” ? 

(//) It so, will the Iloirble the Member l>e pleased to lay on the 
table a comidete list of offices whi(di ftjl under either of these heads, 
so far as Bengal is coiucerned ? 

(//) Have any rub's been i)rescribed by the Government of India 
under section 99 (2) of the Government of India Act? If so, what are 
they ? 

(?) Are there any i>osts besides the posts speccially reserved by 
statute to the Indian Civil Service under section 98 of the Government 
of India Act, which the meml)ers of the Service in practice claim as of 
right as leing reserved to them ? If ^o, what are those posts ? 

(;■) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state whether there is any statutory authority 
for such ]>ractice ? 

(k) Is there a provincial* schedule of ap]x>intments in the Indian 
Civil Service ? 

(/) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of pub- 
lishing it, and stating the basis on which such schedule has been 
framed, and also stating the authority which frames or modifies it? 

(m) Are the Government in a position to state their future policy 
regarding this matter? 
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The Hen'Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The powers of the 
local Government in this respect are regulated by section 99 of the 
Government of India Act and the rules framed thereunder which were 
published with the Government of India notification No. F. 438 (Estabtsl 
dated the 30th March, 1922. ’ 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and (d) The Government of India recently addressed the loc^l 
Government explaining: the provisions of the law' and rules groverning- 
this matter. This communication did not imi>ose any further restric- 
tions on the existing: rights of the local Government, hut corrected a 
misapprehension under which this Government was laliouring with regard 
to the extent of its rights in the matter. 

(e) No. 

(/) Yes. 

(ff) A list is laid on the table. 

(h) Yes. They were ])uhlished in Tart I A of the Calcutta (iaictit 
of the 12lh April, 1922. 

(0 Yes. The normal rule is that no jierson may be apjxiinted with- 
out the previous sanction of the S(‘cretary of State in (’oiim il to any 
fK>st borne on the provincial cadre of an all-India servnte, unless such 
jierson is a member of that service or is already holding a jxist borne 
on its (vadre. The posts are enumerated in the list referre'd U> in answer 
to (g). ^ 

(;) Yes. Statutory authority is given by Rule VII of the Rules 
made by the Secretary of State in Council under Section 9(» B (2) of the 
Government of India Act. 

(^) There is a provincial schedule of sujM^rior apjxiintments in the 
Indian Civil Service, 

(/) The schedule, wliiih is based on the orders of th^. Sec'retary of 
State and is liable to modifii'ution under his orders, will lie found on 
page 50 of the Civil List, 

(m) The question is not understood. The local Government is con- 
cerned with following the insitructions laid down by tin' Secretary cf 
State and not with framing of policy in the matU*r. 


Statement referred to in anstrer (g) to question No. 

A. — Oflloet rMarved to mombori of the Indian Civil Servioe under Motion M 
of the Government of India Act. 

Member of the Board of Revenue. 

Commissioner of Revenue. 

Secretaries in ever>' department, except the Public Works or Marine 
Department. 



160 


QUESTIONS. 


[6th Jvlt 


Secretary to the Board of lleveiiue. 
Dintrict or Sessions Judge. 

Additional District or Sessions Judge. 
District Magistrate. 

Collector of Revenue. 


B. — OflkoM in th« Indian Civil Btrvica. 

Offices tpecified above. 

Member of Executive Council (two). 

High (’ourt Judge (five). 

Chairman, Calcutta (-or|X)ration. 

Chairman, Calcutta Iiiijirovement Trust. 

Jjcgal Remembrancer 
Jh'puty Secretaries. 

Commissioner of Excise. 

J)eputy CommiHNioners of non-regulation districts. 
Director of Land Records 
Registrar, (V)-operative Societies 
Defiuty Registrar, Co-op**rative Societies. 

Collector of Stamp Revenue. 

Settlement Offic<*rH (graded uith Magistrates) 

Additional District Magistiates. 

Registrar, High Court. 

Private Secretary to L’m F^xcellency the (lovernor. 
Dnder-Secretary. 

Assistant Magistrates and C/ollecdors. 


SKooting at Shalangahat. 

96. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; (a) WiU the Hon ble trte 
Member in charge of the Political Depurtnient lie pleased to state 
whether his ntteiitioii has been drawn to the shooting ut Shalangahat in 
the subdivision of Serajgaiij, district Pabna, on the 27th January, 1922, 
by the armed police ? 

(h) Will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to state what person 
gave the order to fire and what led such person to give the order to fire 
ill the hat ? 

(r) How many persons died and were wounded on account of this 
shooting ? 

(tJ) Is it a fact that the firing was ordered in the midst of a cattle 
market ? 



1922 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


161 


{(') Is it a fact that on one of the carts despatcheci to Serajgaiij, 
dead and wounded ]iersons were tied together and one wounded man 
was not given any blanket, and that as the result of the expt>sure he 
died on the way ? 

(/) Was there any complaint from the sho])keepers about the volun- 
teers who were picketing there? 

((j) Tf the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the lion’ hie the 
Member be pleased to lay on the table copies of the complaints lodged 
by the Hhopkee})ers and the re]>ort of the Sub-1 nspect{>r of the |>ohce- 
statioTi and other reports concerning the matter? 

(h) If no comjilaints were irnuh*. why did the District Magistrate, 
the Supei intendent of Police and the Deputy SuiJerintendeiit of Police 
go to the hat wuth armed jxdicemen ? 

(i) Is it a fact that the Sul>-Ins|)ector in charge of tin* T^lhv]mra 
poJi(*e-station visited Shalangahat a day or two before the occurrence 
and, taking his stand on the raised ground within the enclosure of the 
excise shop, took a view of tlie locality? 

(;) Is it a fact that on the day of the occurrence the armed |Mdiee- 
men wore posted very near the place (*xampied by tin* Suh-]ns|K*ctor and 
shooting commenced from this pla(*e? 

{k) Is it a fa(^ that jadice guards were stationed in the Serajgani 
hospital to kee}) watch on the |H*rsons who had been wounded at Shalanga- 
hat and sent to that hospital for treatment ? • 

(/) It the answer to (/:) is in the affirmative, wdll the ITon’ble tln^ 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a), (/>), M/M, (h) The 
memlier i« referred to the re|K)rt of the magisterial in(|uirv into this 
occurrence which was published with (Tovernnient resolution No. 4599 P., 
dated the 14th March, 1922, and j)rinted in the supplement to the 
C alrntta Gazette of the 22n(r March. 

(d) No. 

(/) Yes, 

{(j) The complaints wore verbal. 

(7) No. 

{}) No. 

{h) Yes. 

{!) As cases under sections 147 and «35f3, Indian Penal ('ode, against 
the wounded persons were then under investigation and there was a 
possibility of their escape, this guard was posted. 
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97« Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
ill eharge of the Dejmrtment of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state whether any stud bulls are maintained by the Department in 
their agricultural farms ? 

{h) If not, are the (lovernment considering the desirability of keep- 
ing such bulls for tlie improvement of the breed of cattle? 

MINISTER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Navrab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): {a) Stud bulls are now maintained at Dacca, Chinsura, 
Rajshahi, Bogra, Pabna and Rangpur Demonstration Farms and at 
Raiigpur (/attl(‘ I^’arm. Bulls have also recently been obtained for 
Berham|K)re, Bankura and Burdwan Farms and it is hoped to send out 
bulls to Mymensingb, (’omilla and Barisal Farms this autumn 

{b) The (juestion does not arise. 


Kalapara Forest Department 

98. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that a fei* of 4 annas is realised by the Forest 
Department of Kalai>ara in the district of Bakarganj from the |)eople 
who take wood from the Government Forest for fuel and other purposes? 

{})) Is the Hon’ble the Memlier aware that an extra fee of 8 annas 
is realised by the Forest Department from the ]>eople in exchange for 
the sale oi one matchbox or a small phial of quinine or any medicinal 
mixture or some such thing? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an impiirv into the matter? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

{h) The answer is in the negative, 

(c) The (jiiestion does not arise. Government, however, will cause 
further imjuiries to satisfy itself. 


Additional revenue. 

99. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance he pleased to state 
the total amount of additional revenue expected to be derived on 
account of the new taxation measures? 
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(b) How has the said additional amount been allocated l>etween the 
Reserved and the Transferred Departments?' 

(c) What is the total amount granted to these Departments under 
the Budget Estimates and the Supplementar\ allotment? 

Th0 Hon’blo Sir JOHN KERR: (#/) and (b) Tlu* I'evenue estimated 
to accrue from the new taxation measures is Rs. 1 . 40.(10, (MHh (If this 
amount Rs. 1,21,04,000 will be absorbed in me<ding the deti<*it of tlie 
province. To the sui’idiis (Rs. 18, 90, 000) have Ikhui added Rs. 40, 00, 000 
withdrawn from the piovincnal balances with the sanction of the* (Gov- 
ernment of India. Of the total (Rs. 58,90,000) Rs. 50,00,000 have been 
allotted for new expenditure as follows : — 

Rs. 

Reserved De[)art m(*nts 17.58,000 

Transferred De]>artments 02.42,000 

The balance (Rs. 8,90,000) is to m(*(d the* charge's of any loan that may 
be raised to finance capital exi>enditure. 

(r) The figures are* g'iven bedow : — 



Hc«(!>rve<i. 

TrHrnfiTrrd. 


Kk. 

Hh 

Budget, 1922-23 

... 0,77,14,000 

3,47,0(),0O0 

Supplenieuta^' e^tiinat(‘H 

17,58,140 

32,41,860 

TtUi*l 

... 6,94,72,140 • 

3,79,47,860 


Sketch map of irrigation work. 

• 

100. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Rem ble the 

Member in charge of the De|)artme*nt of Irrigation be* please'd to la> on 
the table a sketch map of Be*?igal showing the* imjKutant irrigation 
works undei'tuken by the Irrigation Dc^partment in each district during 
the last 50 years? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’blethe Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); A map of Be ngal, 
showing the only purely irrigation w(»rk# in Bengal, namely, the Midna- 
pore and Eden Canals, is laid on the Tiihrary table (canal shown in blue 
lines). The (^)rissa, Sone, 4'ribeni, Dhaka and Teur (’anals, although 
they were constructed by this Departnient, are not shown, as they are 
not now in this province. 

If the member means by “ Irrigation Works ” irrigation and drain- 
age works, the number of such works undertaken during the last 
50 years is so great that they cannot conveniently be shown on the map. 
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Pay and prospeots of the teachers of the Alipore Jiivenile Jail. 


101. Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’bie the Member 

in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state — 

(?) whether the Government have taken any action on the memorial 
submitted in November, 1920, by the educational staff of 
the Ali{K)re Juvenile Jail for amelioration of their ptiy and 
prospects ; 

(?/) whether the scheme, if any, for the betterment of pay and pros- 
jH‘cts of the teachers of the Alijane Juvenile Jail has been 
framed in the light of the recommendations of the Committee 
ap]»ointed to consider the question of the reorganisation of 
the Educational Servi(‘es below the Bengal Educational 
Service (published under the Educational Dei)artment 
resolution No. 464 Edn. of Itrd March, 1922) ; 

(vi) whether the educational staff of the Alipore Juvenile Jail were 
mostly recruited by the Insj)ector of Schools, Presidency 
Division ; 

(ir) is it a fact that their duties are considered more onerous; 

( r) whether it is the intention of the Government to place the 
teachers of the AliiK)re Juvenile Jail on a better footing in 
point of remuneratJon than the teachers. of equal status and 
similar qualifications in the Education Dei)artment and to 
grant to them free (juarters or a house allowance; 

(vi) whether the war allow^ance so long (Ui joyed by the educational 
staff of the AlijK)re tluvenile Jail has recently Iwen stopped; 
if so, why; 

(vn) whether the members of all other branches of the Jail Depart- 
ment, namely, the jailors’ staff, ministerial officers, etc., 
have Is'en granted either a revision of pay or an ad interim 
allowance ; 

(viv) whether there is any prosjxvt of giving effect to the scheme 
referred to in (?/) at an early date; and 

(7.r) if not, wdiether the Government projX)8e introducing an ad 
interim allowance for the teachers of the Ali{X)re Juvenile 
JailP 

The Hon’bie Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (i) Yes. 

(t?) The pay under the proposed scheme was examined with refer- 
ence to the recommendation of the Committee. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) Their duties are different, 

(r) No. 
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(ri) Yea, Aa under the orders aanctioninp the allowance it was 
to cease six months after the official termination of the war. 

(vtt) Yes. 

(nh) Yes. A scheme has been included in the schedules for con- 
sideration in this session of the Council. 

(?>) The question does not arise. 


Bengal Settled Estates Act. 

102. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI; Will 

tlie TTon’ble tlie in cliar^^-e of the l)(‘partTncni of Kev(Mim* (Tiand 

Revenue) be pleased to state how many of tlic landholders of the I’resi- 
dency have, up to date, constituted their estates into settled estates 
under the provisions of the Bengal Settled Estates Act ? 

(fj) Have the (rovernnient made any imiuiry as to the reasons why 
the provisions of the said A{‘t have l>een taken advantage of only in a 
few cases ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (r;) Three landholders. 

(fj) Yes. The fundamental cause is that the A(*t is in effect a secular 
device for altering recfif^nised ruh‘s of inhei itan(‘e, which in»d(‘r both 
Hindu and Muhammadan law were regarded as sa(‘rosanct. 


Calcutta Maidan. 

103. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (./) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
her in charp^c of the Police* Department 1 m* pleased to state how 
much money has been realiseel by the (^unmissioner of Ihdice, Cal- 
cutta, during* the last three years, by allowing ])rivate comj>ani(‘s to 
erect stands and other tem|K>rary structures on the Calcutta maidan? 

(h) On what head of the revenue side of the budget is it shown? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): 0/) and (h) Clubs are charged a small fee for 
erecting a tent. The amounts realised^during the last three years are 
Rs. 606 in 1919-20, Rs. 412 in 1920-21 and Rs. 566 in 1921-22. They 
are credited to Government aa Calcutta maidan receipts under the head 
“ XXX— Civil Works.” 

For permission to place temporary stands round certain fcMitball 
grounds during the football season a contractor pays a contribution to 
the poor box ” of the Commissioner of Police. The amount is 
Rs. 2,000 this year; in previous years it was Rs. 1,500, 
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Revival of ootton cultivation in Bengal. 


[5th July 


104. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

MiiiiHter in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries he 
jde.'ised to state whether the attention of the (joverninent has been 
drawn to the rejdy given by tlie fTOvernnient of India to the resolurion 
moved by Rai Tara Ibasanna Mukherjee Bahadur, for the 

revival of cotton cultivation in Bengal, in tlie Legislative Assembly on 
tlie 2drd March last? 

(/j) Will the Hon’bl(‘ the Minister be ])leased to state whether the 
(Government havi^ taken any steps to im])rove C(dton cultivation in 
Bengal, sr)eciallv in the district of Dacca? 

(r) If the answer to (/>) is in the negativi*, wu‘11 the (Tovernment 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, tliey pr()]K)se to take to revive 
cotton cullivation jis suggestial by the mover of the said resolution? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (^/) Yes. 

( h) As T'cgards tin* steps tak(*n to impi’ove cotton cultivation in 
Bengal the member is r(*ferred to the answer giviui to starred (piestion 
No. \XX asked bv Babu Nalini Nath Ro\ at this session. 

In Dacca, a p](*liminarv sehu tion of some of the long-stapled cottons 
hiis been made at the (Vntral Farm, Dacca. About 120 samples of 
cotton hav(‘ been coll(‘ct(*d from the difl'erent districts of Bengal and 
are being grown at t^ie (Vntral Farm this sc'ason for dcdiihsl studs. 
About 9 maunds of Dhai wai American cotton seed have been distiibuted 
amongst growers in the Dacca distiVd this month, but the demand from 
genuine cultivatois is vers limited because the price of jute i^ so high 
that they naturally prefer to grow’ that crop. 

(c) The (juestion does not arise. 


Travelling allowance drawn by each of the Assistant Directors of 
Public Health. 

105. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of tin* Dej)artment of Local Self-Dovernment be 
pleas(*d to lay on the table a .statement showing .separately the amount 
of travelling allowance draw’n by each of the Assistant Directois of 
Public Health during the years 1920-21 and 1921-22, together with 
their pay? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): A state- 
ment ia laid on the table. 
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' Stutemput referred to in the reply to unstnrred question Xo, 106 . 


Name. 

Travelling allowanoe 
drawn during 
1920-21. 

1 Truvelting atlovraiicw 
drawn during 

1 I92I-2S. 

Pajr. 


Rs. 

A. 

I* 

Rs 

A 

1’. 

Rs. 

Dr. R. B. Kliambata, Aaaistant Direc- 
tor of Public Health, Malaria 
RcHcarcli, Bengal. 

1.721; 

5 

0 

i 

495 

12 

0 

700 

Dr. M. K. Sufi, Assistant Direclor of 
Public Ilenltli, Vaccination an<l 
Vital Statibtics. ^ 

!,0r.8 

o 

n 

5no 

.‘5 

0 ! 

i 

1 

700 

Dr. B. B. Bralnnuclmri, AsHistant 
Director of Pul>hc Health, Prosi 
(Jeric) Circle. 

2 ,:;r»o 

in 

1 

0 1 

i 

2,584 

0 

1 

n 1 

i 

1 

71)0 

Dr. S. P. Gupta, Assistant Director of 
Public Health, Haj.shahi (hrth* 

:b22() 

0 

n 

2.909 

in 

3 

700 

Dr S. N. Siir, Assistanl Direclor (►f i 
Public Health, Kula-a/ar Sui vcy ! 

2,708 


n 

2,843 

15 

0 

(;oo 

Dr. It (h Rav, Assistant Director of 
Pulilic fliMlth, Dacca t'ircle. 

1,31(1 

5 

" I 

1 2,059 

5 

9 

noo 

Dr. S. M (thosli, Assistailt Director of 
Public Health, Bur<Jvaii Circle i 

1.745 

i 

14 

0 1 

2.0(;.i 

14 

n 

r.oo 

Dr. G. L Batra, Assistant Dii’''<'t<»r of 
Pulrlic Health, I ll<lu^tl i.il Il^ uicnc 

1,5k7 

13 

n 1 

K173 

1 

0 

fino 

Dr, S, N Mitra, Assivtant Directoi of 

4h:i 

n 

O'" 

1 719 

5 

1) 

500 


PuMic Hi'altli, ScJkkiI H \ 

_ _ _ ' • ' 

• Joined hi8 apf»f»lnttueri» t(»wnrd' tljc end of lf>20*2l. 

Amendment of the Standing Orders. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT *(Babu Surendra Nath Ray): Oenlh- 

men, file item of hiisincsv fnr tlo* coiisKlorat ion of tlie (\)UMcil is 

the projKisal of Mr. I). (\ (iliose 1o aineiK] the Standinj^ Orders. I call 
upon Mr. 1). (\ Ohose to a>k for leave. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Th e amendment that 1 desu*e to move is in theso 
terms. A memher shall not be allowed to read his sj)ee(;h, but he may 
refre.sh his raemorv by refeniiif^ to notes, and he may read as part of 
his speech pas.sages from books or papers cited in suppfut of his 
argument. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I may tell you that T will not ailov 
you to make a long speech ; so, try to be as short as possible 


16H AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS. [5th July 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; Is the moTer entitled to 

make any sfK'ocli under the rules? 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: The amendment has reached the House 
and I object to it being introduced. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: It has not yet been introduced. I 
allow Mr. Gbos(‘ 1o speak. As regards the objection of the Kumar, I 
think Ihe procedure followed by the Legislative Assembly is to allow 
tlie mover to make a speech. I have gom* through the reports of the 
Legislative Assembly and I find that the mover is allowed to make a 
sj)eech. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur; Is a debate allowed? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT; No debate is allowed but the mover 
is allowed to make a staicMiient. 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: In asking for the leave of the (Wicil to move 
this amendment, I fiankly confess that 1 am conscious of my temerity 
in submitting a proposal wliich aims at the abolition of a practice now 
in vogiH‘ in this Council. But 1 may assure the House and 1 give 
11 k‘ assurance with all the earnestness that 1 can command, that nothing 
is jiirllnu' from my desire than to embarrass the members of this Council 
ill tli(‘ performance of their duties as representatives of the j)eople. 
(In 1h(‘ contrary, 1 hon(‘stly believe that my ])ropoffal, if accepted, will 
(‘liable this House to discharge its functions in a manner befitting b 
fre(‘ and d(‘mocratie assc'inbly. I am afraid that we sometimes forget 
the purpose for \^hi(•h this Council exists. The Council exists not as 
an arena when* the' repiesentatives of the peo]>le may deliver long 
speeches indicating minds irn‘Vocably made up, but to further the high- 
est int(‘rests of tin* nation, to seciin* tin* free expression of the wishes 
of the jieoide, to guarantee the good Government of the country and to 
pass wise and just laws and see that due hut not undue consideration 
is given them. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: What are you looking at? 

Mr. D. C. GH08E: 1 am referring to my notes, wTiich I allow by my 
amendment. If these be the true functions of this House, then the 
aim and endeavour of every memlier ought to be to state fearlessly his 
own views and uh*as and to per.suade others to accept what he believes 
to be good, right and pro|H*r. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur; Look at us. 

Mr. D. C. GH08E; 1 am looking at you, but I get no inspiration 
from you. That is the real object of imrliamentary eloquence, viz,, 
to persude ( thers to accept what you believe to be good, right and 
proper. Now persuasion is an almost impossible feat unless one i§ 
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able to meet and answer the arjjruineiits of' those whom one wishes to 
convert. It very often hapj)ens that in the process of jh^rsiiasion oik* 
has to chancre and modify one's preconceived ideas in order to Im* l)etter 
able to convert others. 1 do not know how we ctni pra<'tice the art of 
persuasion if we are ^oing to adhere to the unwholcsoiiie ( iistoin of read- 
ing out, as fast as we can, long speeches inepared at Invine, sjH^eches 
which are sometimes unsuitahle to the tem}H‘r of the llousi* and very 
often without a single answer to the arguments tliat liave Ix'en etiijiloyed 
by others. Resides, it must he well-known, that the siicci*ss of jdeading 
or advocac>^ depends v(‘r\ laigt'ly siM*(‘ia]l\ m a dc]ihciativ(‘ ass(‘mh]y u]>nn 
the manner in wdiich one cxpr(‘sscs on(*’s own thougtlis and ]>n‘sses 
one’s arguments. And it inu*^t lie e(iuall\ oh\ lous that it*ading wi itt<‘n 
speeches with one’s* eyes fi\(‘d on the j)aper is a manner of sfH'aking that 
hardly ever makes an imjncssion u|K)n the audience. Whoever has heard 
or seen an advocate* addressing a jury with a written speech? A^ain, 
has anyone known a sjM'aker swaying a m(*eting hy a speecdi which he 
read from start to finish. The truth is that for tin* ]>iir|)os(* of (h*hat(*. 
for the ]uir]X)se of ]H*rsuasion, lor the ]>ur]»osc of driving home om‘'s argu- 
ments, reading a written sy)eech is a wholly unsiiilahh* manner of 
speaking. Then, then* are (dher disad\ antag(*s (d‘ tin* prm tici* of read- 
ing written speeches. In every deliheiative asstunl>l> , es]H*( daily in cv<*ry 
Parliament, there are always a majont\ and a minority; and much of 
parliamentary debate is dis]>ute h(*twe(*n im*!) who Ix'long to tin* majority 
and men wdio form^the minority. Tin* (*ndeavour of <*v(*ry such minority 
is- to bring the majorit\ over to its snh* ami thus makt* its vi(‘ws ])n‘vail. 
T put it to this Council whetlH*!* it is ])ossihle lor jgiy minontv to succeed 
if its memlx'rs are to get accustoim‘d to a mannei of siM‘aking which is 
altogether unsuitable for ]>arliaim‘ntary warfare* Skill in debate is 
really a condition of existence ed an\ eff(*ctiv<‘ opjMisiiion in a parliamen- 
tary assembly. And nobodv, I ve'iiture to think, can accjuirc* that skill 
if he adhe*res to the fatal practice* of leading writte*!! s|M'e(h(*s. In fact, 
all discussion beeaimes unr(*al, all jiith and fire* arc* abseuit altogether in 
a debate which is based entii(*l\ or mostl\ upon writtt‘n s]>(*che*s. Then, 
Sir, there is a ludicrous disadvantage* which atte‘mls this me*thocl of ora- 
tory and it is this, that some*tftnes whe*n yem have se*ni your sj)e*ech to 
tlie papt*rH and it has l)een printe*d and piiblishe*d, you have* not an eipi^eor- 
tunity of actually delivering it. ’^Fliat has hapyK*ned, 1 lM*lieve on one 
occasion in the case of one member of this House, and I rememf)er my 
friend Mr. Huseyn Shahee*el Suhraward'c^ onc*e drew the attention of the 
Chair to the fact that a si)ee*ch had heeii printed and published in the 
paTK*rs although it was not delivered in the Council. Ix^aving aside the 
ludicrous aspects of this epiestion, I res|>ectfully invite the Council to 
consider whether it should allow' a method of sj)eaking which is alto- 
gether fatal to the growth and development of a i>arliamentarv assembly. 

The House of Commons which is after all the great model of every 
parliament in the world doe*- not allow this method of oratory. In 
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itw Manual of rrocedure you will find this rule: “ A member may not 
read hiw H{)eech but may refiesh his memory by reference to notes.” 
But we need not ^o so tar as England, if we do not wdsh to find an 
inHtan(;e of a deliberative assembly in whicli the method of s{)eaking 
I am attacking, is altogether discouraged Here, in Calcutta, we shall 
find such an instance. In the Corjwration of Calcutta a convention has 
grown up which discouragcvs, if not disallows, manuscript elo(iueiice, 
and as a result of this unwritten rule, \ou will witness there what you 
have seldom seen here — leal, earnest de])ates and discussions — eager, 
stienuous advocacy of vieus and ideas followed by decisions which 
emboily the opinion of the majority formed after due consideration of 
different and conflicting views. Now , Sir, 1 jiut it to the (council whether 
it is impossible for us in this (Vmncil, the parlianiAit of this jirovince, 
to achieve what tlie (hty Fathers assembled in the ('ori>oration are able 
ti) achieve without any difficulty ? Is our standard, is our level of s]>eak- 
ing to be below the level so (‘asily attained hy tlie City Fathers in the 
(Corporation ? 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is there any Standing 
Order by the (City Fathersy ((’ries of: ” Order, order.”) 

Mr. D. C. CH08E: 1 recognise that the proposal which I have 
ventured to put forward is a departure from the existing practice of 
this House, but I feel that it is a move in the light direction. I have 
already placed before the House the rule which olhaiiis in the House 
of (Commons. You wdll ob.serv(‘ that in the auu*ndm(*nt 1 am moving 
I do not jiropose to go as fai' as that becaust^ I am anxious that in our 
efforts to approximate to the standard of the AI other of ]^lrllaments, 
there may not be iinnecessai^v difiiculties in our way in the first stages 
of our progress. Accordingly I have proposed that a member may not 
only refresl\^ his memory In reliuring to his notes, but he may read as 
jiart of his s]H»ech extracts from bfHiks or j>a))(‘rs cited in support 
of his argument. That 1 venture to think will render all the facili- 
ties tliat we may reasonably recpiire lor the efficient discharge of our 
duties, ft has, liowever, been suggested to me that further latitude 
should be allowed to a speaker by ifllowdng him to read a speech 
^\dien absolutely necessary, w'ith the leave of the Fresident. Sir, I 
am <]uite prepared that the Select Committee to which my amendment 
will be referred should (insider this suggestion, although it foms no 
part of my amendment. All Fiat I ask for at present is that the House 
may give me leave to introdma* this motion so that it may go to the 
vSelect (\)mmittee and it will be for the Hou^e to pronounce its final 
opinion one way or the other when the Select Committee will have sub- 
mitted its report after a full and thorough examination of the question 
in all its asjiects. 

I formally move that after Standing Order 84, the following should 
be inserted:— “ A niemlier shall not lie allowed to read his sfieech but he 
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may refresh his memon* by reierrin*^ to notes and he luav read as part 
of his sj)ee(h ixxssa^r^s Iroin hooks or pajH'r.s nted in sup])ort of his 
arg'ument. 

Bsbu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Does the mover iiu-lude those 
written speeches which are coniniitted to lueinorx at honied 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I do 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I ohje< •t to hein^ ^nven. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; ]*1(‘1IS(‘ wait a nnnute. Ill ii((‘ordani*<* 
w’itli section of the Standing Hiders. 1 shall now n‘ad the draft 
amendment to the J 'oiincil — 

“ After the Standing Order d4, ins(*rt the following: — 

Sprfuhrs not to lu' rood A niemher shall not 1 m‘ alowed to read 
his s|)eech hut h(‘ ma.\ Kdresh his inemoix hy reh‘?’ini^»- to notes and 
he may read as pait of Ins spi'ech passa^’es from hooks or pajxn’s citial 
in snppoi't of his ar^niments.” 

lias an\ memher any (d)jection to l(‘av<‘ hcni<»’ driven y 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I ohejet to leave lieiuf; oiveii. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: (ilije< (ion has Ixsoi lakmi. 1 now ask 
those nnmilHMs, wjjo snppoi't the motion foi lease, hnidly to ris<‘ in tlndr 
places. 

rOn a count hein;»‘ taken onl\ 17 inmnluMs wiuii found to havi* rismi.] 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: As h ss th an dO menihers have risen, 
tlu’ iiKMiihcM has not the lea\e oi th(‘ House and the motion fails, 


Non-official Bills. 

The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces Registration 
(Amendment) Bill, 1921. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moviai that the Hen^al Muhammadan 
Marriajj:es and Divorces Re^risl rat ion (Amendment) Hill, 1)(‘ refer- 

red to a Select C’ommittei* (lonsistin^^ of the Hon’hle Mr. (\ Mitter, 
the Hon’hle the Nawah Saiyid Naw'ah Ali (’liaudhun, Khan Hahadur, 
Mr. n. l\ Duval, Mr. S. W. ( ioode, Mr. S. Mahhooh Aley, Dr. Jlassan 
Suhraw'ardy, Naw'ahzada K. M. Afzal, Khun Haliadur, Mr. Syed Eifaii 
Ali, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Ha(i, ll>r. A. Suhrawardy, Klian Hahadur 
Maulvi Hafizai Rahman Fhaiidhun, Khan Hahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin 
Ahmed and the mover with instruction.s to Huhmit their rei>ort in time 
for its presentation at the Au;;^ust session of the Council. 
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He 8|>()ke in in support of his motion, the translation of 

which is as follows: — 

1 he^^- to move that the Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces 
Kegistration (Amendment) Bill, 1921, be referred to a Select Committee. 

1 moved for the introduction of this Bill in August, 1921, in this 
Hall, hut for some reason or other the Bill was not introduced at that 
time. Tlu* Bill was, however, notified in the Calcutta Gazette on the 
21st of November, 1921, and it was introduced in the Bengal Legisla- 
tive (kjuiicil on tlie 22nd November, 1921. 1 sufficiently justified the 

necessity for the amendments on that occasion, and it needs no further 
justification. 

The Bill has been circulated to d8 societies for eliciting public 
opinion thereon. It has also been circulated to the departmental 
officers concerned. Amongst these 88 societies, the opinions of eight 
societies together with the oj)inion of the Distric t Registrar have been 
juirited and circulated. 1 have every reason to h(>]>e that the District 
Registrar is well versed in law', and he has, therefore, 1 think, accepted 
in general, the principles of the law' involved in this Bill. Of these 
eight societies, however, six are in agreement with on the princi- 
j)al (piestions, but they have expressed more or less a slight difference 
of opinion so far as the registiation fees are (concerned. These six 
socueties have further suggested .some additions and alterations. Sir, 
it is the duty of tlie Select Committee to weigh tliem in the balance 
and to declaie whether these* suggestions arc* consistent to law and 
reason. Some of the*ce societies have also diffeied to a certain extent 
as under c lause {6] of section 10. This is also a matter for the Select 
Committ(*e*’s consideration. Unde*!' these edrciimstanetes, 1 do hope and 
trust tliat the Bill may be referre*d to the Select Committee. 

It is extienie‘ly doubiful whether the two societies w'liich have dis- 
agreed iiave done* so under a misapprehension or j>ersonal malie*e. 1 
do not cure a bit whe*tlier they do agre*e or not. Even if they disagree, 
I would substantiate* my arguments logically. Sir, everyone w'ill bear 
me out when I say tliat clause (J) of section 10 is faulty in its character 
so far as the iiuestion of gratuities are concerned. It is .so faulty that 
it is lieyond the bounds of human comprehension. I am sure the two 
societies are delilierately silent on this j>e)int. There is a saying in Sans- 
krit, VIZ., maunaiuj sammati laak.shmanam, which means ‘‘ silence gives 
con.sent.” When these societies are silent, we are bound to take it 
that they have approved of luy suggestion. 

The opinions of the two societies are based undoubtedly upon a 
misconception. All w hat I want to do is that for the word “ parties ** 
in clause (2) of section 8 of the Bill, the words “ either party be sub- 
stituted. The two societies have turned aghast at this and clung to the 
belief that fraud will be practised in that case. A grotesque idea! 
If these societies will only care to refer to sections 9 and 11 of the 
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original Act and paragraphs 25 and 26 in notification No. 40(K). dated 
tho 30th Apiil, 1918, they will irresistibly come to the conclusion that 
the parties will he bound to appear in jicrson and sign themselves before 
the marriage registrar. And if they fail to compl> with this condi- 
tion, the marriage registrar will summarily reject the prayer. An 
apjieal mav, however, be preferred before the District Uegistrar within 
20 days from the date of the order jiassed by the marriage registrar. 
Tinder these circumstances, I do not think it necessary or desirable at 
all that both the jiarties should bt' present for the oral ap]>lication only 
as required under Hection 8. 

There are instances, and not infre(|uent, that not a nin^le |)ai’tv 
apiiears before the ^uarriapre re^nstrar. lioth the pai tnvs ^renerally luvve 
to apiiear under section 9. Fnder clause {(>) of section ]()A of the 
Indian Registration Act it is laid down that if one ])arty apjH‘ars the 
other partv is entitled to summon the j>arty absent . I fail to hcc w hy the 
Muhammadan Marriage Hegistrai should be dtdiam^d from this juivilege 
especially when the Siib-ltegistrar i.s aiithoiised to tIo this. So tar, how. 
ever, as section lOB is concerned, there may 1 h‘ some difler«*nce of opinion. 
The Muhammadan Marriage Hegistrars ar(‘ (juite c 4 )miH‘tent for this 
because they are conversant with ndigious injunctions and ceremonies. 
They have also received their education from the (iovernment Madrasnahs 
and have also passed the departmental examinations. Sir, imui (‘diKuied 
in iiiiglish are (Mitying the service now'ada\s. Those w'ho have re(*(‘iv<*d 
theii education in the (lovernmeiit Mailrassahs, and i>assed t,lu‘ examina- 
tions which are held there are in no way inferior to the standard of 
education (ditained by the graduat(‘s of the StiTti* I'm versit les. The 
Maulvis who have passed tin* examinations oi the (ioveinment Madias- 
sails are eligible for appointments as Sub-Registrars, ju<»vid(Ml they 
have a certain amount of knowledge in Knglish. I’nder th(*se circum- 
stances, I am willing to agree with the Select rommittee'if they are 
disposed to think that the marriagi* registrars will not be emiKiwered 
to register marriages under section KlB, but will Ik* iun})owered to 
reject marriage jirayers only under sei'tion 120, as the Sub-ltegist rars 
are doing at present. TTiere is^no other inijxirtant |>oint in this Bill to 
which objections can lie taken, save and excej>t this jKiint. There may 
he some other objections of a trifling nature, but I venture to think tlie 
Select Committee will clear them up. 

The limitation of time imixised under section 9 may bt* extended bi 
four months because the same concession is admissible under the Indian 
Registration Act. Persons often api)ear within four months and not 
within a month, as required under the law, because they are under 
the impression that the time allowed to them is four months. If the 
present law is amended, a great deal of these difficulties will l>e obviated. 
Section 9 of the Act renders an ajiplication to remain valid for six 
months. But if this is cut down to four months the anomalies which 
are apt to occur in these cases will assuredly be overcame. 
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In conflusion, T mipht observe that the Kazis were held in hi^h 
esieeni during tlie Muhammadan rule. They had a versatility of 
genius. They administered justice, registered deeds and documents 
and shared in the resjKjnsihility of all stale matters. They attended 
tile Mussulman ceremonials and used to gel fixed fees on marriage 
occasions. But this practice of getting fees was discontinued under 
•the Regulations jiassed in the year 1872. 

In 18(i4, the (loverninent did away with the titles of “ Kazeul 
Kuzat,” “ Kiizi Frshera,” “ Saher Kazi ” and “ Perganah Kazi.” 
Twelve years alter, /.c., in I87h, an Act was passed into law regarding 
the nmiriages and divorces of the Muhanmiadaiis : and about fifty years 
after, I have hioughl forward this amerHlnient. Bf;* it observed several 
Acts have been amended during this long space of time. Four years 
after, 7.c., in 1880, an Act was ])assed in tlie Im|K‘iial Legislative 
(\)uncil (Act XTT of 1880) which is known as the Kazi Act and which 
revived the tithvs which were dis«arded in 18t)4. That was, Sir, ho^v- 
ever, a imndy formal matter. Hiere wer(‘ only tom s(‘ctions in that Act 
wliich (l(‘alt in the main with the Kazis and Naib Nazis. Section 4 of the 
Act clearly states that thme is no ndat ioiiship IhOwihoi the departments 
oi administration and justice, and it does not mean, (‘itluu' directly 
or by implication, that the Kazi’s atti'mlaiice is insist(‘d upon on marri- 
age and other {*er(‘moiiial occasions, lltuice the Act ot 1880 has no 
bearing on the Act now under <liscussion. But , in ord(‘r to enable 
Mussulmans to jierform the marriag(‘ ceremonies satisfactorily, 1 sent 
in a notice of th(‘ Amendment Bill in 1021. It is on the* Agenda jiaper 
of to-day, No. 12. T (*ome to hern, however, tha.t the (Tovc'rnment of 
India’s prc'vious sanction has not ycO been accor(l(‘(l. So it is usedc'ss for 
me to say anything now. Nevertheless, some of the* members are 
inclined to think that if these two Acts are amalgamated into one, it 
would be exselleiit. The difficulty, however, is that these two Acts are 
of two different Founcils. Some* time, thered'ore, must elapse before the 
sanction ot the (iovernment of India is received. When this Bill has 
once been introduced in this Founcil. I do not sen* any reason why this 
should noi he referred to a Select Fommittee, in which case much time 
will be saved and the Bill may eventually be passed into law\ In tliis 
connection. Sir, let me ob.serve that there is a difference of opinion pre- 
vailing in this Founcil and I learn that it is the intention of the 
Muliammadan members, both inside and outside this Hall, that this 
Bill lie not passed. There canViot le any other cogent reason than this 
that they have grow’ii jealous of the idea that an insignificant member 
like mysell should take the credit of getting a Bill passed into law. 
Be that as it may, 1 would ask again with all the earnestness I can 
eommaiid, that the Bill be referred to the Select Committee. The 
members of this ('’ouiicil have got every right to agree or disagree with 
the Select (kmimittee in so far as the passing of this Bill is concerned. 
But let me assure you. Sir, that it will be causing great hardship on 
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the Mussulman sufferers if ibis Bill is nut referreil to the Select Coni- 
mittee and my prayer is rejected forthwith in ilie (\)uncil. Jt will 
also evince a certain amount of j>eisonal jealousy on the i>art of the 
Mussulmans, as the Hindu memlH*rs are not in the least interested in 
this measure. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: 1 to <>])iH)se thjs 
motion. I have studied this Bill, and 1 thought that 1 (»ught to have 
taken exception to it before, but leave was not taken at the time it was 
circulated. I theiefoie take this ojipoitunity of opi)o.sing it. Ihdore 1 
deal with the ]>oints raised in the Bill, I may be iHTiintted to draw 
attention to one or two of tin* provisions of tlu' Act itsidf, and (he 
changes that are fo he made in them. It is a ver\ short iiiatt<*r; 

many members of the House are aware that thiue is a class of men who 
are known as Kazis oi man iage .regist rars who have Ixaui api>ointed 
under this Act. l^arties foi registration of mairiagi‘s and div<uci‘s ought 
to go voluntarily for r(‘gistration ; tin* Act jU’ovnh's that r(‘gistiation 
should tak(* place when the application is madi* b\ tin* j>aiti(*s to tin* 
marriage jointly, and similarly in the case* of r(‘gist rat ion ol divorces. 
These are the present juovisiiuis of tin* Act. 'Ihe Hill introduc(‘s a new 
change and in tin* i)lac(* of a joint application tnVs to substitute “ by 
either j)arty to the marriage or divorce* ”, that is to say, tin* marriage* 
Ol' elivore*e will Ik* r(*gistereel if eitln*i }>arty te) tin* marriage* oi diveu'ce 
aj)j)lies tor it bef#ie the marriage* re*gistrar. What the ♦*ff«‘c( ol this 
will be, e an be gathered freun the eipinieiiis e)l the \arious assoe iatieins 
e'e)nsulte‘el. Several eipinieuis have* be*e*n e*e)llee*te‘<l , [uit I may be* jH*rmitted 
te) reael emly twe» e)f them whieh aie \e*r\ impe)rtant on this point. The 
Seeretary e)f the Anjuman Islamia, Myme*nsingh— t In* Se'cietaiy ol tin* 
Uajshahi Assoe iation has for .se)me rea.se>n eir e>ther be(*n eniag(*el against 
him, but neit the As.seieiatieui — says ” in edguse ('J) of the* Hill it has 
l)een proj>e)seel that feir the weiieb ‘ ])y (he* j)artie‘s to tTn* marriage' 
je)intly ’ the weirels * by either paities te) the* marriage* '' be* su})stitute*el, 
but in the eipiniein e)f this Anjuman this change* inste*ad eif lK*ing harm- 
less as is exiK*eteel by the authe)r e>f the Bill, will be* |>e)sitively harmful 
as it will make the regisiratieii* e)f beigus mairiages aiiel diveuees mue h 
easier,” 

Further, the Secretary to the Heioglily Distriet Natnmal Muham- 
madan Association says: ” With resjHnd te) the* j)re)]K)sed amenelnn*nt of 
section 8 ol the Act and the insertion o4' the jirojsised se*ctie)ns lOA anel 
lOB in the Act, the meeting resolved that tin* amendment of the law 
was not desirable as it would most likely 4(*ad to fraud being ceern- 
mitted by unscrupulous jx?e)j)le.” We know, Sir, that the* ifill 
provides in section lOB that if any j)arfy does not apj>e*ar before the 
marriage registrar, the marriage should Ik* registered cj* parte. 
Section lOA says that an attempt should Ik* made to serve a summons 
upon the party, and if the party does not appear in that case also the 
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registration will take place ex parte. How is this oflScer, the Kazi, to 
serve these summonses. He is not paid by Government, nor has he got 
any machinery to have these summonses served ; nor in some cases have 
they got peons. Where they have got peons, it would be very easy 
for an unscrupulous wealthy person who has taken a fancy to any parti- 
cular girl, to api)ear before the Kazi and make an application, and 
have a summons issued; he then gets hold of the i)eon who is going 
to serve this summons and takes it away from him and then the registra- 
tion is made ex parte. The man then applies to the District Magistrate 
and states that the j>arents of the girl refuse to send the girl to him, 
with the result that the innocent girl is handed over to a person whom 
she has never seen. In some cases, if I remember aright, these persons 
hjive been detected and brought to justice. Thus', as the Anjuman 
Islamia says, this (diange wdll, instead of being harmless, be pcjsitivelv 
harmful. 1 should resiKM'tfully submit to the House that there is no 
ner'essity for the reference of this Bill to the Selec't (/ommittee. 

I do not know what idea my friend has in bringing this m.attor 
hetore the House; it is a known fact that this Act is not a compulsory, 
but a voluntary one. 

There is another point, namely, the (piestion oi fees. T do not 
know what motive led the mov(*r to distui‘1) the old ]>rovision of the 
Act. He has fixed a higher scale ol lees to be r(‘alis(*d from |)ersons 
entering into marriages or divorces. It is a well-known fact that the 
Muhammadans are very poor and the provision in the old Act for fees 
and registiation of marriages was not compulsory but only voluntary 
and only those who wished or were ric’h enough to have their marriages 
and divorces registered could do so. If you raise the fees now, the 
lesult will he that the Muhammadans, being |K)or, would refuse to go 
to the marriage registrar’s oflice, so that the very ])urjx)8e for whiidi 
the Bill is introduced would be defeated, and in this connection, I may 
be jHM'initted to cite the oj>inion of the Secretary to the National Muham- 
madan Association. He says: “ As regards clause {4) of the Bill, this 
Association is of opinion that the fee rate should not be raised as 
]>roposed and the fees juesi'ribed by section of the original Act be 
retained. Owing to }u)verty of the Muhammadans they generally do not 
register their marriages and divorces and the evil consequences are a 
inultiplicitx of suits and ctuses. Hence to en(*ourage i>eople to register 
their marriages and divorces the original prescribed fees should be 
retained.” Even now with Re. 1 as the fee for registration, sufficient 
numbers of registers of marriages and divorces do not take place, and 
if you increase it still further, what will be the result? The inevitable 
result would lx* that noliody would care to register their marriages and 
divorces, and the very object of the Bill would be frustrated. These, 
Sir, are the two main ]>rovisions of the Bill and they will be positively 
harmful to the Muhammadan community rather than do any good to 
them. So I strongly opjwse the Bill and request all the members to 
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c?aref\illy consider the whole question and to judge if it is at all neces- 
sary to refer the Bill to the Select Committee. 

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF; I am sorry, Sir, I cannot support 
the Bill which has been introduced by Shah Syed Emdadul na(j. A 
reading of the Bill will tell you that it dcaU sinu ifically with five 
different jKiints. Firstly, it emixiwers Kazis to register marriages and 
divorces f r parte: secondly, it provides for apjKMils to District Magis- 
trates; thirdly, it enhances the p<*riod of time from one month to four 
months; fourthly, it enhances the fee and fixes the maximum at Its. 5; 
and fifthly, the idea is the compulsory registration of Muhammadan 
marriages and divorces. 

Let me see for*a moment whether there is any neci*ssity for intro- 
ducing these five items. l/<*t me ask the leariHul mover what was the 
defect in the old Mulianiinadan law of marriages and divorces. Ihifor- 
tunately, his whole siieei h did not disclose any of tlu^ni. I will try to 
point out a few defects in the present amending Bill. Let im* take the 
question of e.r parte registration of marriages and divon’cs. My friend, 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin Ahmed, has already dealt with the 
(luestion and 1 share his opinion that it will la* more harmful tlian other- 
wise. A iXM’son wishing to marry a girl will go to the Kazi, give him 
some nazar and get an c.r parte de(*ree and gt‘l the marriagi* registenul 
although the consent of tin* girl has not h<*en given; ]H>ssihly litigation 
will follovv, which is hardl\ desirable, and it will pave the way to aJl 
sorts of corruption and fraud which may he juactised u|>on the innocent 
jieople. We should not teach tin* ])oor jH'ople to ^tigate, which involves 
a heavy expenditure on both the parties. With regard to tin* sjmee of 
time, I submit that there is no iu‘cessity of extending it from one month 
to four months. 1 find that some of the Anjumans are of opinion that 
an extension of time might favour th(‘ registration of nnuriages. 1 he 
idea in the Bill is to legislate for the comimlsory registration of 
Muhammadan marriages and divorces. Marriage is a highly religious 
institution and the registration thereof is not fav’oured by the Muham- 
madan law; so we, as Muhammadans, should not favour it in any way. 

Then there is the (luestion •of fees. I do not know why the mover 
should have decided on a higher scale of fees. What is the defect in 
the pre.sent Bill? Now we can pay about a rupee or two to the Kazi 
by way of a voluntary nazar and settle the affair. MThat is the neces- 
sity of fixing a higher scale at the present moment? There is absolutely 
no reason for the insertion of the fixed fee clause as the present system 
has not proved harmful. 

I have already said that the compulsory registration of Muhammadan 
marriages and divorcees is not favoured by the Muhammadan law and 
as such we should not give our assent to the Bill. The whole Bill shows 
that the idea of the mover is to clothe the Kazis with additional powers 
and also to give them additional fees to fill their pockets with, and I 
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am temptecl to say — I hope I shall be excused for saying so — that my 
learned friend, the mover, must have got a lot of friends among the 
Kazis, hut that is my impression so far as I have been able to correctly 
understand the Bill. 

I'lie decrees of the Kazis cannot cure the defects of the Muhammadan 
law so far as marriages and divorces are concerned, marriage must be 
c^elebrated in confornn’iy with the Muhammadan law. If the jxirties are 
not satisfied wdth tlie decree of a Kazi they will have to resort to the 
<dvil court, wliere tlieir d(‘crees will have no effect, and if this be so, 
what is the nec(*sMi<y of conferring additional ]H>wers on them? All that 
I have gol lo sav is that the lIous(‘ will cotrsider twice before allowing 
the Bill to he referred to the Selec t Committc^e. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; As a non- 

Muhammadan, I view with dismay the suggestions and merits of the 
Bill. When Act 1 of lS7b was ]>ass(Ml, the view takcMi by the legisla- 
ture was that voluntary rc'gistration should be allowed for reasons 
enunciated in the Act itscdf. It was not necessary, therefore, that 
when an application was to be made, it was to be made jointly by both 
the parties. The suggestion in th(‘ Bill is that the application may be 
made by cot hew of the partic*s. Now, therefore*, there is a shock to the 
whole scheme* of the Act of LSTCI. It is necc*ssarv ther(*fore to consider 
the value of the amendments proiwised. Now, supposing an ap]>lication 
is made* by one* of the* jiarties witliout notice to thr other J>arty, the 
registration would be an c.r pavtv one and the result would lie disastrous. 
It will lie necessary to prove the service of the notice. Under the 
jiresent Act, the Begistrar cannot exercise his <lut> unb*ss both }>arties 
are present. \^"here is the n(‘C(‘ssity of having a cumbrous procedure? 
We should avoid it and stick to the old ])rinciple, namely, jointness 
of both parties to the* transaction. A new principle is enunciated in 
the Bill. Mort'over, we often find that there is a flood of cases in the 
civil courts for the j>ur])ose of setting aside marriages: why is it so? 
Because the jiarties do not go to the registration offices for the jmrposB 
of registering tlu'ir marriages, and also because the whole affair is a 
voluntary one. As 1 have closely read ^be several clauses of the Bill, 
the preamble and the stateim^nt of objects and reasons of the present 
Act, I submit that such a suggestion, if carried, will l>e harmful to 
the interest of tl^ Muhammadan community. 

Then again, we find that umVu* section 9 of the Act on the presenta- 
tion of an application and on payment of Be. I as fee, the registrar 
w’ill exercise his functions. The present Bill suggests that the scale 
should be higher, and in clause *(9) (a) of the Bill, we find a catalogue 
of fees mentioned there. Are we to understand that when members of 
the Muhammadan community go voluntarily to the registration office for 
the purjwse of registering their marriages, they will be required to pay 
higher fee? If this piinciple be adopted, the consequences will bo 
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liarmful and people will be deterred from having their iiiarriapfes regis- 
tered. The object of the Act of 187(1 will be frustrated. Hen(‘e my 
humble sug^restioii to the Louiicil is that care should W taken not to 
increase the fees. Now, if I refer to the statistics of fac'ts and figures, 
what do we find in the Burdwan Division to whicli 1 belonj^? We tind 
that there has been a lesser number of marria^(‘s registered, and if we 
are to increase th(‘ fees, there will be still lesser number of mairia^e!\* 
re^ristered. Therefore, I think it m*cessarv. alter a (losi* stu(l\ of the 
provisions of the Bill before tli(‘ ('ouncil, and tlie sjH‘e<h ahull was 
delivered bv the Member m ('hai>re in the intmest of the Muhammadan 
community there should not be a lii^^her rate {)f fees. 1 do not wish 
to take u]) further time of the (’ouncil, but I «lo ]>rt‘ss u|Hm the atten- 
tion of the Sele(‘t Fdmmitteiu if one is apjxnnted, and if not, uihui the 
attention of the (Viuncil Unit there arc serious objections to the raisiiiif 
of the fees. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABDU8 8ALAM: 1 have no desire to throw 
a dami>er on (he reforming' z(*al of tin* Shah Sahib and I (‘onp’ratuhite 
him on his observation tliat ther(‘ should be no ]H*rman(*nce in laws. 

I thou^’iit that liein^ a Sliah Sahib, he would r<*co^nise tin* fact that 
the M uhanimadai, religious law of marna^(‘ is a permammt law, and 
that the sJinra or the Muhammadan leli^^’ious law i.s pmniaiient. It is 
not, tliereicne, o]H*n to us to intioduce reforms and chaii^^es m the Moslem 
substanti\(* lav\ of Tnariiaj^e la*t us s(‘e what is the .Muhammdan law' 
relating? to niarriaj^es. I’nde?’ that law (here are only two essentials 
laid down: fiisl, that theie sliould be consent b\ ^he two parties — the 
would-be husband and the would-be wib* — and secondly, that the con- 
sent should be ^iveii in the pi(‘s(Mice of two witnesses; that is all that 
IS reijuired to valiilate a ^loslem marria^»’e. When this Act of 1876 
was under discussion, there was a heated controvers\ lK*tw’fien the two 
sections of the Muhammadan pailv — the pio^ressive party and the 
orthodox party. The orthodox ])aity was rej)i(‘sented by the Muham- 
madan Literary Society, and tin* pro^iessive jiarty was represented by 
the Central National Muhammadan Association. The Ciuitral National 
Muhammadan Association wantiAl that the Bill should be made com- 
pulsory, that is, the parties contracting'* marriages should lie comiielled 
to register them noJcns cqIcus, whereas the orthodox jmrty shouted out 
that that W'ould go against the Muhamnuulan law*. 'J'here was, how- 
ever, a compromise effected, and it wuis» held that this law should lie 
left optional entirely with the parties, as to whether they should register 
theii mairiages or not. That has Ikhmi the existing state of things. 
Now the Shah Sahib wants that the provision in the Act should be 
changed in so far that, if one of the imrties applies to the Muham- 
madan registrar to have the marriage registered, the registrar can call 
upon the other party to api>ear and the attendance can be enforced by the 
issue of a summons. That means that the other party is put under 
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com pulsion and has to ffo to the re^^istrar^s office to give his consent, 
or he is under the temptation of telling a lie for which he might bo 
liable to prosecution for perjury and so forth. Is it first of all expe<lient 
to put the other }>artv in a position in which he would be most apt to 
commit an act of perjury r* Secondly, the most obnoxious thing is that 
you comT>el a ])erson to go to the registrar, which is not necessary and 
ewhich is indirectly an infringement of the Muhammadan law of marriage. 
Therefore, that is the most obnoxious feature of the Bill. The Shah 
Sahib has recognised the fact after he had a discussion with me cn the 
subject. He has further said that if there be such an objection, he is 
willing to ])rovide for this change that the marriage registrar, instead 
of registering the marriage, wf)uld reject the application. If my friend 
wishes to give up this point, which is the whole thing in the Bill, what 
remains, I wonder? What remains is only the matter about the fee. 
That is not, however, a matter of importance. That is not a thing 
which re(]uires to be put in the shai>f‘ of a Bill and does not require 
so much discussion and is not worth occupying the attention of the 
(Council, not worth the cost of printing these things (these Bills and 
the collection of opinions). The change (^an easily be effected bv rule.s 
framed by the (Government under the existing Act. If my friend is 
willing lo give up the main ]>()int in the Bill about the enforcemi'ut 
of the other jiarty’s attendance regarding the registration of the mam- 
age, the whole object of the Bill goes. That being so, I think the Bill 
ought to lx dropjH'd. T would ask Muhammadan members, one and all. 
to unanimously ix'ject the Bill. As regards European and Hindu raem- 
liers, as it is a (|uedion affecting our religion, they will do best by 
abstaining from voting on the matter. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN: The amendment 
proposed b\ Shah Syed Emdadul Ha(j in the Act is full of mischievous 
and dangcTous provisions, and 1 think if the Bill be passed into law it 
will ojHMi the door to fraud, hard litigation, and endanger the happi- 
ness of many a ])ooi family. It is w(dl known that respectable persons 
do not a.^ a rule register their marriages, it is the iX)orer and very 
often the lower section of the community who register their marriages 
and divorcees. The aristocrats and the middle class think it beneath 
their prestige and dignity to register their marriages. I find that in 
the draft amendment Bill three proiK)sals have been made — 

(7) lo increase the rate of registration fee; 

(2) to abolish the acceptance of nazarana; and 
(.7) that the marriage may be registered even at the instance of 
one of the |xirties. 

As regards (7) no complaint has as yet been received from the 
marriage registrars that the fee which is paid is not sufficient ami ode* 
quate. Moreover, the Muhammadans being poor, can hardly be in a 
position to pay a higher registration fee. 
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reglrds (2) no complaint has as yet been heard from any person 
any marriage registrar has extorted anything. Even if the 
be abolished no provision in the Act can stop extortion. The 
re|i#tration being optional no marriage registrar would for his own 
interests extort anything. 

Then as regards (3) ejt parte registration, it will place an instrument 
in tlie hand of unscrupulous persons and libertines for reasons given* 
by itiy friend Khan Bahadur Emaduddin Ahmed. The Muhammadans 
do not want it. The poor man's daughter will lie quite unsafe and the 
happiness of many a iK>or family will be al stake. If a liliertine takes 
a fancy to a beautiful girl of a jH>or man, he will proceed to the regis* 
trar and sUj>pressihg the notices, as is sometimes done in civil courts 
by bribing the civil court |)eon, he will get the marriage or divorce 
registered and try to possess the girl with the aid of bogus regi strut ion. 

Eor theSe reasons, I would ask the (Vmncil with all the earnestness 
I can command, to reject the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED; With regard to 
this Bill much can be said on either side. Of course, there is reason 
to apprehend that the provision of section 10 A, which is intended to 
l)e introduced into the Act, will be a source of o]>pression in the hands 
of designing people. But, on the contrary, to give the devil his due, 
it must be admitted that there is some advantage in introducing this 
Bill. It i*^ not wifliout reason, as for instance, at juesent section 10 
entitles the marriage registrar to aicept nazavaaa from the parties. 
Although it is only an enabling provision, it ha^ become a source of 
profit to the marriage registrar; and this Bill intends to do away with 
that practice of accei)ting nazarana, which has become a second nature 
in the person of the marriage registrars. With regard to this, I am 
bound to say that it is a salutary provision and the present system should 
be done away with. At the same time, the jMofit that is allowed to the 
marriage registrar is scarcely sufficient to keep him u]> in office; so, 
there should be some provision for allowing a graduated scale of fees 
to the Ka>:i. It .stands, however, to reason that when a poor man, whofte 
dower does not exceed Ks. 200,* goes to the registration office for the 
registration of his marriage, it will be hard on him to jiay Its. 2; but 
when a rich man whose dower is a large amount, wants to register his 
marriage, it is not reasonable that he should get away by paying only 
Re. 1, as the Kazi is not entitled to receive any nn^aratui. So, I 
submit that it is a very salutary provision. There is another point, 
and that is, that instead of one month the [jeriod during which a 
marriage can be registered has been extended to four months, as we 
4nd that in the Registration Act, a document can be registered within 
four youths of its execution. There is a further [xrovision that on 
payment of additional fees, another four months, z.c., eight months 
altogether can be allowed for registration of insurance^, There is no 
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reason why when «noe ft' marriage has been celebrated aa# fpr 
reason or other thfere is some delay in registering it, some conee8fli||li 
should not be allowed, and the extension of the period from oi^ef 
to four months seems to be (juite a reasonable provision. 

^ Then, with regard to section lOA, there is some appreht^ 
if it remains as it is, it will ofjen a wide gate to frauds and the gjarj 
j^tion of many mischiefs. But the learned mover has already sa^ 
he is not in favour of having cjr parte registration. There is a simflaT 
provision in the Registration Act that, wlien a document is executed, 
either party can present it to the registration office, and on its preseniiw 
tion the other party is called upon to admit its execution. In case^tf 
his refusal, the Sub-Registrar records an order refusnig its registration^ 
and the party is left to apf)eal to the District Registrar or to thte Speci§i 
Sub-Registrar. As that is the pro\ision in the Registration Act, there 
is not mu(‘h difference in having this juovision in our Act, Moreover, 
under section f), it is incumbent on the marriage registrar to make an 
inquiry as to whether the marriage has been actually celebrated or not; 
and for that it is incumlient on both ]>artieR to go before the marriage 
registrar. If both the ])arties have to be jnesent at tlie time of the 
actual registration, it does not make much difference whether the initi- 
ative is taken by one i)arty. Section 8 is only a provision for taking the 
initiative, /.c,, the jiower of moving the marriage legisirar to take 
action. When section la>s down that both the parties should go lo 
the marriage registrar at the time of registration, M*t is not necessary 
at the initial stage that both the jiarties should he ]>resent. Section 11 
further lays down,, and the rules also lay down that the marriage 
registrar should satisfy himself that both jiarties will enter into mairi- 
age ami if there is going to he a valid marriage. When these two 
salutary provisions are there, 1 do not see there will lie any harm to 
either imrties approa<‘hing the marriage registrar. With regard to 
nazarana and taking the initiative in the matter, they are the mo.st 
imjiortant matter and, as such, justified. 


> 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: I desire to explain the attitude of 
Government in this matter. Hon’hle' members will notice that Shall 
Syed Emdadul Haq has introduced two Bills — the Bengal Mubam- 
madan Marriages and Divorces Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1922,^ 
and the Bengal Kazis (Amendment) Bill, 1922. We suggested to 
Shah Sahib that the quest ions .involved in both these Bills are qqestioiis 
of the utmost im{>ortance to the Muhammadan comniQllil^^ ilPtat 
being so, it was suggested that i>erhaps it w’ould he better 'iind ^ser iil 
the Government apixiinted a representative Muhammadan committee, td 
go into the whole matter and after that either a private memte eii Ae' 
Government might take up the matter. I may tell this Houei^tfk Ae 
whole question was carefully discussed in 1914 by % 

Muhammadan committee. The Shah Sahib agreed to suggesiieit’j^ 
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to Kazis Bill but with regard to tins BIU bis point was that 
Twas no (^ueation of prinmple involved in it, but that it was a Bill 
amendments of different matters of detail. I think, Sir, 
A Jhat e this afternoon has abundantly proved that this Bill may 
Questions of details, but that there is important difference Of 
^th regard to such details. Therefore, I desire to |>lace certain 
vuj^^tione on behalf of Government. The one is that the inattei* hm 
left to the vote of the non-official Muhammadan meml)era of this 
(JouitciL So far as official members are concerned, they would not vote. 
A*** regards the non-official ITindu memlters, of course, T have no right 
1hl> suggest as to how they should vote, hut 1 leave it to them to consider, 
as my friend Khan Bahadur A])dus Salam has done, that this is a matter 
4ti whicll many of tnem may not feel com|K*tcnt to come to a ('orrect 
decision. It is a matter for individual TTindii rm*mhers to consider, luit 
.so far as my suggestion has any weight with th(*m, I suggest that they 
should" abstafn from voting at this stag(‘, at any rate. But personally 
1 would like that both these Bills ]>e consider(‘d ])y a representative 
Muhammadan committee and then either the pr<*sent mover or any other 
member may take up the reconnnendations of the ( ommittee and come 
up before this Council. With your leave, may T (‘xplain a few words to 
the Shah Sahib in Bengali, us T am not sure wladher he has followed 
my suggestions? 

[The Hon ’hie tV Minister t]»en ex])lain(*d in Bengali the suggestions 
made in his speech above. He then w'ent on in Knglis]i."| 

The Hofl’ble Mr, P, C, MITTERS 1 liavc so fhr Ojily explained inv 
attitude in this matter; menilHus are aware that at tliis slagt*, it is only 
permissible to discuss the principle of the Bill and notliing more. It 
is necessniv now to say a few words aljont the merits of the motion 
before the House. So far as I can .sec, the only princijde^that can be 
deduced fiom the various provisions in the Bill is to give facilitie.s to 
Mi^haj|im|idans in the matter of registration of their marriages. With 
that question of princijde I am in entire syTiijmthy, })ut tlie [loint which 
will have to be considered very very carefully is as to whether, in trying 
to giv.e effect to that principle, wc may not be doing something injurious 
to Muhammadan interests. Therefore, if the mover accepts my sugges- 
^OBB then he may agree to withdraw his motion for the present. If 
not, I leave it, so far as jHissible, to the votes of the non-offic.iai Muham- 
members of this Council. • 

/ SMAI^ ^YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali pressing his 
motion. The translation of his si>eech is as follows: — 

1 explained in full before. T have already sent in notice of a 
rea^utM that the Kazi (Amendment) Bill may he duly con- 

Jltn>ng element of Muhammadan repie.sentation befor* 
tefi Bill U to the Select Ck>iiimittee. It is on the Agenda 
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Paper No. 54. All the nine non-official members of the Select Committee 
are MiihuiiiTnadans and there is an official Muhammadan member tdb. 
A slrongei Muhammadan element cannot possibly be expected thfli 
this. 

ifjji t . 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the Ibllowimg 
result ; — 


AYES. 


Afial, Nawabiada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wasimuddin. 
Ahmed, Maulvl A^aharuddin. 

Mimed, MunshI Jafar. 

Aley, Mr. t. Mahboob. 

A«am, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl HaBzar 
Rahman. 


Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazhil. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 
Makramall, Munihl. 

Nakey, MIrza Muhammad Ml. 
Buhrawardy, Dr. A. 
iuhrawardy. Dr. |4ao»an. 


Mldy, Babu Amulya Ohone. 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddin. 
Atimed, Maulvl Raft Uddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. 

Ahmed, Mr. M. 

All Maulvl Syed Muksood. 

All, MunshI Amir. 

All, MunshI Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 

Das Gupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Faroqui, Mr. K. C. M. 

Hussain, Maulvl Mahammed Madassur. 

The Ayes being 14 and the No 


Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Karim, Maulvl FazIuU 
Khan, Maulvl Hamld>ud*dln. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftque Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Ershao All. 

Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahondra Chandra. 
Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lallt Mohan SUigh. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdus. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

SInha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 

25, the motion was lost. 


The Bengal Kazis (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The following motion stands in the 
name of Shah SVed Emdadul Ha(j : — 

Shah SVed Ennladul ILk] to move for leave to introduce a Bill to 
amend tin' Kazi.s Act, IHSb, in its a]>pliration to Bengal. 

' I may tell the members that the sanction of the Government of 
India for the introduction of this measure has not yet been received. 
Therefore, this mattei stands postponed, for the present. 

8HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali. The transla- 
tion of his s[>eech is as follows: — T also do not like to move for leave 
to introduce this Bill as I have ]mt in a resolution in this Council ask- 
ing to form a committee consisting of a strong Muhammadan element. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1922. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali. The Engltt^ 
translation of his s]>eech is as follows: — . * 

1 beg to move that leave be given to introduce a Bill to amend ifee 
Bengal Tillage Self-Government Act, 1919. 
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The Act which I propose to ameiul was passe<l in the Bengal liCgis- 
latlve Council on the 9th April, 1919. It is, therefore, in the opinion 
of some, quite unnecessary to make amentlmeiils to this Act within 
suph a short space of time. This Act was ]msse<l into law after due 
deliberation although no practical effect has heen given to it. 1 con- 
fesa I have no exi)erience in Local Self-(Toveriinieiit. As the Ac t relates 
to Ik matter which has close connection with villages, where 1 hail fron^ 
I profoundly interested, and trust that 1 shall he given a patient 
hearing when dealing in brief of course, with all the a.si>ec ts of the Bill. 
This Act deals in the main with the ('haukidari and th(‘ Panchayeti sys- 
tem. As I have said on a previous occasion, 1 am a Presidcuit of the 
Chaukidari Union ^r over 15 years. I am also a President of the Union 
^ Board. 1 was a member of thc‘ Distne t and Lck hI Boards for a long 
period. As a result of the e>]>erienc‘e I liave thus aeciuired, 1 have 
suggested certain material amendments which have bcon cunbodic'd in 
this Bill. Immense good will be done' to this c*ountry if tlie Bill is 
introduced in the Council and jmblie opinion invited thc'reon. 

Unfortunately, however, this Bill has 1h*cmi circulated only to-day. 
Several members, therefore, have not been able to rcnilise its signifi- 
cance. 

In section 16 of the Act, the Distric t Board has bc‘en cunpowered to 
remove the Presiclent of the Union Board on reccopt of the reiHirt of 
two-thirds of the members of the Union Board. But there is no such 
provision in the said section emjiowcuing the' Distiict Board to call for 
an explanation from the President of the Unwm Boaid, nor is there 
anything in the section wdiich jirovides for making an a])|H*al to the* Dis- 
trict Board. Therefore, a provision has been made in this sec tion so 
that — (1) before the President is rcunovcsl from office, he* shall be* givc'n an 
oppKjrtunity of answering thc‘ charge's framc'd against liim^ and (2) an 
appeal shall lie to the Commissioner of the Division against the order 
of removal within one month from the date of sindi oi'dc*r. Kveryl)ody 
knows that even a chaukidar has got the right to a]»])eal to the higher 
authority. If such he the case with a chaukidar, 1 fail to understand 
why an officer of fhe rank of the Ibesident of a Union Board should bc^ 
debarred from the privilege of making an ap]H'al to tbe higher authority. 
The Local Self-Government Ac-t provides for an aj>ix»al in the event of 
any wrong or injustice done. I have made a jirovision in this sec tion 
on the lines of the Local Relf-Governntl*nt Act 

[At this stage the Deputy-President gave a w^arning to the mover 
that he should not be allowed more than 10 minutes.] 

•HAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: I 1k)w to your ruling. But this 
t^uestion, an important question, relates to the amendment of an 
important Act. However, I shall try my best to be brief. 
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Sir, ill fluh-Hectioii (2) of section 16, two-thirds of the member^ijof 
the Union Boards have been invested with powers to remove the ^te- 
President of the Board. Hence it is that I have suggested that' the 
local board should be empowered to discharge the services of the 
, Vice-President of the Union Board, on the recommendation of two- 
thirds of the members, but the Union Board; should not be empowered- 
to remove the Vice-President. 

I have also suggested in section 21, that an appeal will lie before 
the District Board in order to reverse the decision of the local board, and 
the District Board’s decision shall be final. The salaries, the strength, 
etc., of the chaukidars and the dafFadars are at present determined by 
tlie Mugisirate jilone. But I should suggest that thf Magistrate should 
^)e the highest authority in this regard with an Advisory Board to be. 
c-omiHised for this purpose of members elected, one from every 10 Union 
Boards. This is not an unwise suggestion to my mind and will bring in 
com])lete autonomy at no distant date. Otherwise, it is totally futile 
to invest the Union Boards with plenary powers in matters of this 
description. 

As regards section 27 (a) (■()) of sulvsection (c), this is a trifling 
matter. 1 hope my suggestion will be aia-epted. As regards section 
32, T venture to submit that it would be extremely hard on the Union 
Boards to establish primary schools and disixuisaries, but it w'ould be far 
easier for them to distribute meilicines, and to jimvide for the engage- 
ment of the services of kavirajes, hakims and hommpathic practi- 
tioners. 

1 have suggested an addition at the end of section 36, as sub-sec- 
tion The Union Board cannot remove a chaukidari or a daffadar 

(vide (Government circular No. 2197 P.J., dated the 21st May, 1920), 
but it can remove any other officer (vide Government circular No. 1030 
L.S.-G., dated 29th March, 1920). How does this stand to reason. 
This is most unreasonable and a provision should be made in this Act 
as regaids the right of apjieal to the District Board. 

In section 40 of the Act, 1 have suggesttnl that after the word “ neces- 
sary,” the words ” and after considenng the report of the Union 
Board ” shall be inserted. One reason is that the magistrate is em- 
powered to enhance or reduce the taxes imix)sed by the Union Boards 
after necessary einpiiries. This is not fair, I submit. An explanation 
should be called for in the first^ instance. Otherwise the result will be 
the abu.se of the lowers vested in the Magistrates. 

I have also suggested that in section 45, a sulKsection shou|d be 
inserted as sub-section (/). The reason is that although there is *4 pro- 
vision in the law the District Board would help the Union Boardi* with 
funds, no such help, as a matter of fact, is afforded whenever it is sought 
for. In my district of Tippera, I can cite plenty of instances wheim not 
more than Its. 75 is granted to the Union Boards, although Mr. De, 
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th<l^ate Commissioner of the ('hittajronp Division, recommended an 
aUowent of Rs. 300 to each of these Union Boards. Hence the Union 
should possess absolute control over the incomes derived in their 
respective jurisdictions. 

jSs rej^ards section 58, I submit that my intention is to make the 
meaning of that section more clear. 

I have suggested that after sei tion 70, the following shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

“ 70 A. Postponement on application for transfer.— Tf, before the 
commexicemept of tlie hearing of tlie case the accused notifies to the union 
bench that he has applied, or tluit he intends to apply to the Distriet 
Magistrate, or any other Magistrate having jurisdiction in this behalf, 
for the transfer of the ease to anv other heneh or any other Magistrate, 
the bench shall postpone tlie trial in such a manner as will afford a 
reasonable time for the application being made and an order lieing 
obtained thereon.” 

It is extremely desirable that jwovision should b(‘ made for safe- 
guarding the interests of the accused in the event of his (h*siring to hav«* 
his case transferred to some other heneh or Magistraie. TIh^ Ibesi- 
dents of the Union Boards have no nee<*ssity of being graduates, and 
practically they are not so. But there is a saf(*guard <*v(*n against th(‘ 
highly cultined «id edueat(‘d men, Di'juily and Sub-Deputy 

Magistrates for the right of ap|>ea] in the rriminal Law. So ] would 
strongly emphasise the necessity of making a lyovision against the 
majority of the uneducated Presidents for obtaining rednms when wrong 
is done. I am mvvself a Bench President hut I do not mind this ]>roviHion 
being made as my sob* intention is to make the law a law of justice. 

In the second column of item 1 in Schedule HI to the si^id A(‘t, the 
words “ or circle officers ” should he omitted. T hav(^ suggested this 
because there is a provision in the said Seh(*dule tlmt the Magistrate is 
empowered to delegate his [lower to the Superintemhuits of Police, Suh- 
di visional Officers and Circle Officers as to the removal of the ehauki- 
dars and daffadars. I do not thitik that the Circle Officers should 1 h‘ so 
empowered. To the best of my knowledge, I liave every reason to view 
with suspicion the work of these Circle Officers. Rumours, though they 
may be unfounded and of a wild character, arc hioadcast as to the integ- 
rity of the Circle Officers. So why slioijd we allow these rumours to 
reach our ears? Prevention is better than cure. In short, I have sup- 
ported the amendments to sections 10, 21, 27, 32, 36, 40, 45, 58 and 70 
of ihii/Aci. Amongst them I have supported the inclusion of a new 
sub-section in section 45 as regards the making over of one-third of the 
amount of road-cess to each Union Boards. As regards the other 
sections much of the difficulties wLieh are likely to arise have been 
obviated by section 101 of this Act. 
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I find that there is a resolution also in the Council as regards the 
formation of a committee to consider the various questions of amend- 
ments of this Act. If such a committee is formed, there is no reason 
for me to be dissatisfied. But having regard to the short time allotted 
' i^r the discussion of the non-official business, I think this mattei^ may 
not be taken up for discussion at all. Under these circumstances I do 
*not see Ihere will be any harm if this Bill is introduced. When the 
opinions of the various public bodies are collected, several matters will 
be brought to our notice. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I oppose the motion to introduce 
this Bill, firstly, tm the ground that we have just received the Bill and 
,jj^we are not in a position to say whether the proposed amendments are 
necessary or not. Secondly, as will appear from the agenda, 
Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri is going to move a resolution to the effect 
that a committee should be appointed to suggest what amendments to 
the Village Self-dovernment Ac t of 1919 are necessary. We know that 
this Act should be amended, but at the same time we must appoint a 
committee to consider what amendments are necessary, and before we 
get the report of that committee 

(A voice: “ Is he allowed to make a speech at this stage?”) 

Th6 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: No. He can only make a brief state- 
ment as to why he objects. ** 

Bsbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: What I say is that 1 do object to 
the introduction ot the Bill. The law was enacted only two years ago 
in 1919 and we have not had a fair trial ol it as yet. However, let us 
appoint a committee and see what amendments should be made. 

BAbu IMDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: If tliis Bill is introduced, will it 
be ix‘rmissible to include other sections of the Avi which are not covered 
by the Bill? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: No. 

Rei HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I ask for a ruling? 
Under Standing Order No. 43, seven days’ time is required before the 
Bill can be considered. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I think you are making a mistake. 
That does not apjdy to this stage of introduction of a Bill which \§ ^mere 
formality. A member can introduce a Bill and the Bill may be circu- 
lated even on the day on which it is presented before the Hou^e. It 
does not require seven days’ circulation. 

Rai ABINASH CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: It is a very 

important matter and the whole House is very anxious to have a ruling^^ 
on the point. 
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TM DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I hope the ruling I have given is 
clear. 

Kumar 8HIB. 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Objedion has been made 
to the introduction of the Bill and a vote should be taken. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The motion for leave to introduce 
certainly be put to the vote if it is not withdrawn. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: In this matter I think we ought to 
hear what the HonMde Minister has got to say. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 think the H on’ble Minister may like 
to give his views. * 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I tind myself in 
a somewhat diflicult [nrsition and 1 will exjdain it as clearly as I can. 
In the first place we do not want it to be understood that (Government 
will not give the mover leave to introduce the Bill. We are anxious 
to give a full and fair hearing to the projHysaJs which he has 
submitted before the House. At the same time 1 desire to point out 
that the Bill contains provisions which it will be the duty of (b>vern- 
ment to op{)ose at a later stage, and there is much force in the argu- 
ment whi<h has been ]iut forward by my friend, Balm Annilya Dhone 
Addy, that it is proposed to appoint a committee to (*onsider Village 
S(‘lf-(jovernment Act, and that being so, it is for the House to consider 
whether a Bill of this kind should be allowed ty be introduced or not. 
The Bill contains provisions some of which — 1 will not use the word 
frivolous — are absolutely useless. At, the same time there are provi- 
sions which go to the root of the existing Act which has been in force 
for only three or four years. Therefore when the Bill conges on if at all 
for the consideration of the Select ('ommittee, it will be the duty of 
(Government to oppose it. At the same time (Tovernment do not want 
to refuse a hearing to the mover who has placed this Bill before the 
House, but we are prepared to give my friend a hearing. Therefore, 
I have no objection to the intr(A<lucti<in of the Bill. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ delivered his H|)eech in Bengali, a 
translation of which is as follows : — 

I am also in favour of a committee and if this Bill is not introduced 
at all, I have every reason to hope tTiat this Bill may be discussecl 
togeftw with my amendments. But they have not been admitted on 
the ground that there cannot be any discussion on both the matters. 
If my amendments are accepted, I am prepared to withdraw this motion. 
This is, Sir, most reasonable. But at the present moment, Government 
have rea-sons to object to niy proposal. However, I withdraw^ my motion 
now, and if in the future, a committee is formed, I hope and trust that 
this Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill will be carefully 
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considered aloni? with the Act and I shall be ^iven every opportunity of 
speaking when occasion arises. 

The motion was then by leave of the Council withdrawn. 


Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general 
public interest). 

Travelling allowance, salary, etc-, to members of the Counoil. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: T beg to move that “ this Council 
re(!ommends to the Government that one first class fare be allowed as 
travelling allowance to the members of the Bengal Legislative Council 
in future.’^ 

T (mnfess that in moving this resolution T am not sure of its success. 
I discuss this matter informally with a few friends of mine and I 
thought that such a fine lesolution would be a(*(*epted straightaway by 
every singh* non-otficial member of this Council. I found, however, that 
there were some who strongly obje(*ted to this very innocent proposal, 
and (’uriously enough amongst them were jiersons whom I regard as 
iiidei)endent, honest, upright and patriotic. When these gentlemen 
fail me, 1 confess I am very much in doubt as to whether I shall succeed 
in getting this proposal accepted by the Council. But since T have put 
my name to this proposal, I suppose I must move the resolution, and 
hope that these gentlemen will reconsider their decision in the light of 
what T say and be prepared to vote in favour of my lesolution. 

This resolution of mine forms a corollary, T may say, to all previous 
resolutions moved by members of the Bengal Legislative Council in the 
cause of retrenchment. The very first day I arrived in this Council 
Chamber I heard of retrenchment proposals. I believe one of the first 
motions moved was by Rai Jogendra (blunder Ghose Bahadur proposing 
that the salary of the Ministers should be reduced. That was in the 
cause of retrenchment. Then another niotion was moved and accepted 
that the number of Executive (\)uncil Members should be reduced. 
That I believe was also in the cause of retrenchment: and we have 
passed numerous resolutions for the ])ur])ose of effecting retreiujhment. 
When the budget came up for (bscussion on two occasions, we assailed 
Government and charged them with lavishness, and when the demands 
for grants were made we cut down the figures ruthlessly. All this 
indicates that the watchword of the Bengal Legislative Council, at least 
of the non-official members, is retrenchment. Now if you want the 
Government to retrench, I should like individual members also to prac- 
tice what they preach. Let us not be regarded by the outside public 
as mere babblers who do not believe in what they say. Let us prove to 
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the public that we can make sacrifices. We have been severely critici- 
sed hir the Press. One critic has called us “ selfish sycophants.” It is 
a hofrible expression. Let us prove to the public that we are not selfish' 
sycophants and let us tell the country that we are prepared to take one 
first class fare each way in place of two first class fares. I say there are 
members in this Council who have already made sacrifices in this direc- 
tion. Take the case of my friend, Mr. Rishindra Nath Sarkar, take thtf 
case of Mr. S. M. Bose and there are three or four others. There is also 
Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur. Now’ these ^^entlemen have 
to visit theii constituencies at least seven or eig'ht times in the year, and 
so far as I am aware they do not draw' a sinp-le penny fiom Government 
in the shape of trav^llin^»' allowance. These ^ifentlenien have set a noble 
example of sacrifice which may w’ell be bdlowed by the other members 
of the Council. 

Now% the amount of saving that we shall make will not 1 h* very much 
I was looking into the figures and I think we slnill be able to make a 
saving of Rs. 25,000 a year if my proposal is accepted. Well that is 
not very much, but still that is something. “Save as much as you can” 
is my motto, and I think that is also the motto oi the (!ouncil. 1 would 
like to ask one question of the members of this (’ouncil, r/c., how is it 
that Mr. C. R. Das is extremely po|>uIar not only amongst the non-ctv 
operators but even amongst persiuis who do not profess the non-co- 
operation principl(^ The reason is simply because Mr. (h U. Das and 
others like him have made sacrifices although in a wrong direction. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY! Why in the wroiifr 

direction ? 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Well, that is my opinion. These 
gentlemen have made sacrifices and that is the reason why the j)eople 
admire them. I want every non-oflicial member of this (Council to make 
a sacrifice. Let them stand before the country and say that w’e will not 
accept two first class fares, one first class is sufficient for us. In this 
, connection permit me to mention that there is a Ixsly of members in this 
Council who habitually travel second cla.ss. Now J do not mean any 
offence. There is absolutely no harm in travelling second class. In 
fact, if Mr. Gladstone, when he was the Prime Minister of Kngland, 
could trayel third class without loss of dignity, status or prestige what- 
ever you call it, surely we can travel se(^<fnd without sustaining a loss in 
these respects. Let the members of this Coumdl realize that prestige or 
dignity is not inseparably associated with the first rdass travelling. I 
expect therefore that every non-official gentleman will vote in favour of 
my proposal. It is no use sending this matter to a committee. We are 
all here and we must decide now and for ourselves w'hether we shall take 
a double or a single first. We do not want U) make impiiries about the 
matter: we know exactly what the facts are. I do hope that your 
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decision in this matter will be such as to be acceptable to the country. 
I think that is all that I have to say. • 

The DEPUTY’PRESIOENT then called upon Mr. J. CampbeU 
Forrester to move his resolution. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: I rise to a point of firder. Is he speaking on the 
resolution just moved or is he moving his own resolution ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: All these resolutions will be taken 
up together? 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Is it your ruling that 

these resolutions are so akin that they should be ^aken up together? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Am 1 to understand that this is an 
amendment to my resolution? If it is so, it can he moved now, hut it 
is quite a different resolution altogether. 

Rii JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I think Mr. Duti 
is quite right. The two resolutions are quite different. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: My ruling is that all these resolutions 
will be taken up together and Mr. Stej)henson will reply to them and 
then all these resolutions will he put separately to vote. 

Mr. J. CAMPBEa.L FORRESTER: I move that this Council 
recommends to the Government to accept the principle of payment of 
a salary to each member of the Council as adopted in every country 
having Parliamentary or Respresentative institutions, and to fix that 
salary at Rs. d,(M)0 a year in lieu of travelling and halting allowances.” 

I have pleasure in moving this resolution. When I issued my 
address to my constituents, I declared I was a democrat from my 
])latform. I advocated democratic views. I was elected, therefore, 

I may take it, us a democrat and this being a democratic measure, 1*^ 
bring it before the House feeling that this House will accept the 
principle. Since the introduction of the new reforms that this 
Legislative Council has been selected to carry out, all representative 
European public bodies loudly proclaimed the nec essity of giving the 
scheme a fair chance and to do everything that is possible to bring the 
Europeans and loyal Indian gentlemen together. That is a rational 
view, and it is now mine, and I trust this resolution will be looked upon 
as having that aim in view. It may not be a popular one. Every one 
likes popularity. They like the respect of their fellowmen. I am 
no exception to this rule, but. Sir, I hope to be found on the side of 
justice every time, and I venture to say, Sir, that this is a just reso- 
lution. It will bring this House into line with all similar institutions 
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itt the" world, this being the only institute in the world of its kind 
unpaid* Here are some of the figures : — 

(1) England. — Each member of the House of Commons receives 

- £400 a year. 

(2) Canada. — Each member of the Senate receives $2,500 a year, 

/ and each member of the Commons a maximum of $2,500 

per session with certain deductions for days of non-attend- 
ence. (Approximate Ru}>ee equivalents — pre-war, Rs. 7,710, 
present, Rs. 8,055.) 

(3) Australia. — Senators and members of the House of Represen- 

tatives receives an allowance of i‘000 a year. (Approxi- 
mate Rlii>ee e(iuivalents — pre-war, Rs. 23,145; present, 
Rs. 27,910.) 

(4) New Zealand. — The meml>ers of the Rower House receive 

£300 a year, and the members of the Upper House £200 
a year. (Approximate Rupee eijuivalents — pre-war, 
Rs. 37,035; pres(‘nt, Rs. 44.000.) 

(5) All members of Conj^»^ress (the Senate and the House of Repre- 

* sentatives) are paid |7,500 a year, with travelling, etc., 

allowances. (I’he Speaker of the House of Representatives 
receives $12,000.) 

In California, each member of the House of Representatives 
received $1,000 a term. In Idaho, each member of the 
House of Representatives rec<‘ives $5 a day. (Approxi- 
mate Rupee e<juivalents — pre-war, Jls. 9,(M)0; present, 
Rs. 3,939.) 

(6) France. — Deputies and Senators are paid at the rate of 15,000 

francs a year. The Presidents of the two ('hambers each 
receives in addition 72,000 francs a year for entertainment 
expenses. (Approximate Rupee equivalents — pre-war, 
Rs. 43,200; present, Rs. 18,913.) 

(7) Japan. — The elected and nominated members of the House of 

Peers and the House of Representatives are paid 2,000 yen 
(about £200) for each ses.sion, with travelling expenses. 
(Approximate Rupee equivalents — pre-war, Rs. 3,000; 
present, Rs. 3,700.) 

(8) Italy.— -Each member of the Chamber (»f Deputies receives 

£240 annually. Of this £l6l) is represented by direct pay- 
ment and the remainder by a current account with the rail- 
ways and i>ost offices, defraying travelling and postal 
expenses. (Approximate Rupee equivalents — pre-war, 
Rs. 3,600; present, 3,440.) 

In ©very Colony with Dominion Government, Australia, South 
Africa, etc., all members receive payment of from £300 to £600 per 
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year plus trarellinf? expenses in majority of cases. In every Republi- 
can Country — France, United States of America, Germany of to-day, 
even in small republics like Bolivia and Brazil, Deputies and Senators 
are both paid. A Director pfets Rs. 32 ( ?) for one hour's meetinfr. A 
member of the General Committee Corporation or '-Port Trust gets 
' Be. 32 per sitting. 

‘ Surely no one will believe that this payment will mean making a 
profession for politicians, who would dream of taking up a profession 
and whose salary was only Its. 250 a month after spending about three 
thousands on election expenses. 

Take the old inde])endent Labour Party in Parliament. The 
Labour members were paid out of trade union funds, but nobody would 
accuse them of being professional politicians on £200 a year und their 
constituencies got more work out of their paid members. The consti- 
tuencies will have more hfdd on their members. Once they are paid, 
they will be subject to more criticism, if they neglect their duties or 
absent from important debates. They will want to know the reason 
why the cdd proverb that ** the labour(‘r is worthy of his hire " is as true 
to-day as it has (‘ver been before. Then look at the saving of labour to 
Govenment assistants. They will be saved from all the worry and 
troubles of checking ofi‘ travelling allowances — all (jiiestions of whether 
first class or second class fares should be paid will cease. No one will be. 
able to accuse members of taking journeys home, f’^om the Sunday to 
Monday for the sake of the extra money they make out of the Govern- 
ment by travelling allowances. 

We must remove all the difli(‘ulties, which stand in the W’ay of 
election of the right class of men. The circumstances are such at 
present that only zainindars and wealthy lawyers can afford the election 
expenses and the time that has to be devoted to their duties and that is 
why they predominate in the jnesent (knincil. If we are to believe the 
instigators and ])romotors of these reforms, they were passed principal- 
ly for the benefit of the great masses. Then, it is only logical and 
reasonable that these classes should have an opportunity of represent- 
ing their own people. We will then prol)ably not have the distorted 
views presented to us that we sometimes get in this Council about the 
attitude and opinions of the raiyats and labourers in certain circum- 
atances. The veiy essence of the reformed Council is responsible 
democracy to secure the representatives of millions of raiyats, working 
classes, depressed classes. What chances have middle class Bengali" 
gentlemen and the small land-owner, a school master, or a small mer- 
chant, full of patriotism and anxious to serve his country and who has 
* the ability to do his work and that conscientiously, if he is worried 
about liviug expenses? 

Now from a financial point of view the expenditure on travelling 
allowances and halting charges amounted to Rs. 1,47,000, whereas my 
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reaalution, il carried, will increase it to only Rs. 3,48,000, takmg 
116 members as non-officials entitled to the salary, that is, 116 members 
at Rs, 3,000 a year mmus Ra. 3,48,000 — a difference of Rs. 2,01,000. 

There are about 65 members who are responsible for the sura of 
Rs. 1,47,000. Out of these 65, there are about 15 who live at short 
distances. I make out therefore that there must he st»vcral meiubers 
who are at present drawing* more than Rs. 3, 0(H) a year. 1 am sure the 
hon’ble member will say whether 1 am correct or not. 

Now if you take — 

16 Biirope»QB. whom I preMume. will not draw tlie allowaaco 

14 lamindara and amall landownorM .. >. 

10 wealthy barristers and lawyers 

-• 

Tbtal ». 40 at Its. 3.000 -Bs 1,90.000. 

Bh. 

2 , 01.000 

1,20.000 

Total ... 81,000 

Rs. 

1.47.000 

81.000 

Tflial ... 66.000 

This would be^ saving to the OovernimMit of Us. dlhoOO, if those 
members that I have mentioned did not taKc their allow.'inces. 

We must admit there is an honour in the .service* of the State and 
there are rewards which arc not pecuniary, which are treasured more 
than gold. No one can say that by offering Us. 3,000 a year as payment 
to members that it is a salary, a recognition of their ser\ice8. No! 
it is not payment in recognition of service, it is not compensation, it 
is not a salary — it may he termed a minimum allowance. It is merely 
an allowance so that the door may he ojxmed to public services to men, 
who have to consider these economic problems and this House will l>e 
all the greater, the better, and the stronger by their services. 

A prominent member of tln» Rouse of ( Timmons has recently said 
in the House of Commons: “ It is well, I think, that Indians should 
realise that based on good-will and partnership, there are no rights 
that will be denied her by the British l^arliament.*’ This resolution is 
one of your rigbA^^ a right that it is not necessary for the British Parlia* 
*ment to confer upon you. Are you going to confer it upon yourselves 
or are you lacking in courage to do so? 

There is a proverb which says: We get the Government Wa 
deserve.’' Government is like a mirror. We see it in our own facea. 
I recognise one of the functions of the Government is to spend money, 
oii^ of the functions of the people is to make money by working for 
it. 
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Gratuitous work means bureaucracy. Magistrates and clerks are 
really the actual justices of the peace in England because of their 
knowledge and constant presence in court, Mayors and Lord Mayors 
perform ffratuitous services, but the work is drifting in^o the hands 
of the town clerks. The more work you get out of this gratuitous kind, 
Jhe more are you strengthening the bureaucrary. This is one more 
Reason why you should vote for the payment of members. 

No man is educated who has never learned to do any kind of Useful 
work. No man lives in good environment who has not been taught 
to think of tlie welfare of his fellow-creatures before his own. l^o life 
is sound, nor sweet, nor moral, which is not based on useful services. 
No one in these days of democracy believes that to be poor and 
landless is a proof of inferiority. It is not good for young or old to 
have unlimited wealth and leisure; therefore, T do not ask this for 
the rich and leisured, and I trust that class will return their grant to 
charities such as many of us are interested in. Those that are interested 
in malaria can give it to this cause; those who are not interested 
in hospitals can give it to that very deserving purixise, the Leper Scheme, 
and, should it ever come my wav jiersonally, I should gladly give it 
to that scheme; and if those charitably disjKJsed act in this wav, 
the Government will be the gainer in the end. Kumar Kai Sahib of 
Rajshahi would give it to his pet department, the Police, likewise 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik and Professor Mukherji would gladden the 
heart of Minister of Education bv giving it to Dacihi University, not 
Calcutta. Why, Mr, President, you yourself are not drawing your 
lls. 5,000 a vear alb.wance? Even this Council admits the principle 
of payment by it acknowledging travellinir and residential allowance 
of Rs. 10 per day. Whv, even men and institutions whose one thought 
is for the betterment of mankind — the Salvation Army, the Oxford 
Mission Broilers and many others— all get living exyienses. The late 
Sir William Ironside, in his speech at the annual meeting of the 
Chnmb(*r on the 28th February, 1910, said when discussing the Ref(vm.s 
Scheme ; — 

One thing, however, is certain — the htisiness community must take a different 
view of politics, and T should like to see it mAde worth a man’s while to make the 
representation of this Chamber the whole-time work of a trained mercantile politi- 
cian, possessing equal rights with Indian members to occupy the suggested minis- 
terial seats dealing with transferred subjects. 

It is plain to every mind that our goodness or badi^pg, our ignorance 
or knowledge, our helplessness or power- dej^end to a great extent upon 
the kind of teaching we get. The root cause of most prejudice and 
malice, of imu-h violence, folly or crime is ignorance. There is much 
ignorance displayed amongst many I have talked to on this subject 
of payment of members. Some see the true principle involved and 
believe it is the only correct wav to carry the House on successfully, - 
but sav: “ What will our ( onstituencies think about us voting salaries 
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to ourselves?’’ If that person is (onvinml that <he priiu iph^ is sound, 
but he 18 afraid of Ins (-(nistituenry then. Sir. he is not a leader 
of his constituents. I will eonsole that ty|HM>f individual by telling him 
that, above all, I wish von to clearly understand that 1 am not asking 
you to vote salaries to yourselves to-day or this ^(*ar. The timid will 
have an opportunity of consulting their constituents if thcv desire voting 
for the salary itself. 1 simply want you to ackno\\ ledge the primuide. . 
and logicallx , I cannot jK>ssibly see how \ou can avoid diiing so. 

If you have men who come here to give ot their best tor tluMr country- 
men, who make terrible sacrifices of money and time, is it not human 
to exj)ect to get from them tlicur best, if their minds are jM*rtur}H‘d about 
the feeding and keeping of their families and their efforts to keep up a 
respectful appearance as befits their jHisition in this (Miambery 

It is our duty to endeavour to get the Chamber filb'd with the right 
ty])e of men. Men who will “s(‘orn delights and live' lalMirioiis days.” 
Men who will not sell their integrity. Men who will bi'g of no man. 
Men, who. by their voice and pen, will strike chuir ringing blows against 
impostures and vices that debase and paralyzi^ the human race We do 
not want the type who is continually b(d<'hing forth the la\a of political 
corruption in a broad and d(‘(*|) current. No! w(‘ do not want those 
civil sjiii’its who ari' fiendishly taunting those who darc' to resist tiuur 
destroying course. No! we want the tyjx* who will join fon'es with 
progress and help 41 s to make a great and prospiuous India, who W'ill 
w’ork by evolution not revolution. Evolution is not 1ik(‘ unto a mush- 
r()om, it cannot spring up in a night but must be of gradual growth. 
Idiere are many men of this tvoe in Tboigal, fuit are deliarred f>y 
financial nuisoiis. Men wlio would Indp on to tin* idc:il state* to bring 
contentment to all and hasteui tie* tine* when the labouK'i will go to 
his simple wdiolesmne nu'al and in the twilight talked in genth* eom- 
munifui one to another fiom tin* ehxuwavs then <no h to his In-el and 
revst , tTanquil in the lo\'(’ of (to<1 ami man. Tlu've* are* the* i(h*al f'onditnens 
that are (h‘sin‘d bv all right thinking men Then, ilo not jdace ofistn- 
<*l(»s in the W'av of bringing forth the* ty|H‘ of man who will help on these 
conditions. ^ 

Tn conclusion, T impress u}K)n you that this is not a vote to pay 
salaries but simply one to admit and a<*cept the* ]>rinciple of jiaynKUit <j|f 
salaries. It w^ould lie undifdomatic on my j>art to pr(‘ss for the inim(*diate 
payment of meml^ers, wdien at the pn sent momf‘nt the lnchca|H' axe is 
being sharpened ready to chop off* the superfluous branch<‘s of exiiendit ui<‘ 
but I feel confident that when the axe has made its elearanci*, tiu* tree 
will be more healthy and vigorous ami real h(*althv branclu's wull be 
allow^ed to form and I venture to state that jiavment of members will 
be one of the.«e branches. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I may infrum member.*? that the 
Legislative Department has received 350 motions for reduction of 
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To-day being the last day for the submission of motions, the 
Department will not receive any more motions as the hour for receipt 
of motions has expired. 

Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: I beg tf> move as an amendment to the 
resolution No. 2 that for the words and figures “ Es. d,0()() a year in 
lieu of travelling and halting allowancrs,” the words and figures 
“ Its. 2,400 a year with one first class tni veiling faie for attending 
meetings, but without any residential allowances ” be substituted. 

The object of this amendment is to enable the mufassal nnunbers to ' 
meet the expenses which th(‘y have to incur in their journey to attend the 
('outicjI meetings. Tiie mufassal mcunbers come here at great sacrifice 
and it is not desirable that they should j)ay the travelling exi>enses 
from their own jKxket while all the memlxus will get th(‘ pay of 
Es. 2,400 and the town members will not ha\e to incur any expenses 
at all. I do not grudge the town membeis what they will receive in 
(‘ommon with the mufassal memb(*rs and I Iuhh* in justice to the 
mufassal members the House w’ill acce])t the amendment. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: The amendment that stands 
in my name runs thus: — 

“ This Council recommends to the (loveinnKMit that the (luestion 
of payuKUit of fixed salary and the prestmt sysi(* 7 n of payment ol 
irav(dling allowance and residential allowanc<* be refcured to a com- 
niitt(‘(‘ consisting of two non-oflici;il members who have their usual 
jdace of residence in'"(hlcutti», two other non-ofiicial members and (me 
official member with instiuctions to imjuire into tlie systtun and r(‘com- 
numd such changes therein as will be acce])tabl(‘ to all th(‘ immilitMs 
with due ivgard to economy and that the said committee be re(iu(‘sted 
to submit ils iO|K)i’t befor(‘ tlu* n(*\t sitting of th(‘ ( ouncil in August. 

The (d>ject of my amendment is veiy simi)h\ Theio are s('V(‘ral 
r(‘S(dutions in connection with the amendment to the existing rules for 
payment of travelling ex|K*n.ses and losidential allowance. Eesolution 
No. 1, resolution No. 2, amendment No. 2A and resolution No. tld all 
ndate’to the modifications of the piv.smit rule relating to travelling 
sfflownnce. vSo. 1 suggest that all thes(‘ matters be inferred to this 
committee for their consideration in order that we may be in a position to 
dismiss this (]U(‘stion in Aug^ist next having been in possession of 
materials sugge.sted by the committee. 

With thcvse few words, I commend my unnmdment to the a(‘('ept- 
ance of this Council. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that “ this Council recom- 
mends to the (Eivernment that a committee of offiiual and noii-official 
members be formed to consider and re})ort whether the present rate 
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of travelling allowance and residential allowan.-e of (he n.en.I.ers 
should remain as they are or any modification sliould he made witli any 
fixed i>ay/^ 

He spoke in Heiigali in sup|M>rt of (he ahove resolution. The Irams- 
lation of his spt>ech is as follows ; — 

The two- resolutions whicli precede mine cannot go (ogctlier, one 
seeks to curtail tlie travelling allowance and the other to pin a fixed 
yearly allowance in view of travelling and halting charges. H Uie 
Council is to decide such (juestions of divergent issues, the shoi I time 
allotted for non-official husiness will j.ass away. 1 am therclore 
proposing that (he question he comniilted to the decision of a com- 
mittee. Last year we had nine and .scvi'ii days in ,lulv and 
August ses.sion respectively, whereas (liis.vcar .luring (he corre- 
sponding sessions we ha\e only two and four days f.ir (he discussion 
of non-official husiness. ilor.-over. had the ( iin-ernimuit husiness con- 
cluded earlier we could have got the re.st of the time for the dis.iis- 
sion of non-official husine.ss hut that privilege has nowadaxs hecii 
i 111 drawn. 

Tn flu* last l)iid^’*e< I adviiiu'od Hovt^ral ar^unnnilM in favour of iny 
inolion to rodiico tlio (IcMnand of Its. 1 hy Rs. 45,(100 Tliou^rii 

tlie Moinbor in (4iai>ro oxpr(*ss(‘d synipatliy willi iny piopo^al, it wa.s 
li(*ld tliat unless th^ present rat(‘ is alt(‘r<‘(] fio curdailnKoit is ]»ossil)](». 
In the ])ud^ret for lfl21-22 tlieif* was a demand for Kn 2d, 000 
only. There is a Hayin^»- in Persian: Kind <)vinr(f kani ntlihdri 
K inland wliieli means, “ one in douht eanifot rcmiove don]»ls 
in otheis,” As io (MiTtailimmt in t]u‘ exfM'iidituit*, iFMunlx'rs 
should he the fii-st to set an e\am])l(* ludoK* otluos. We wish to 
cut off the pay of Miiiislei’s and effeet eeommiy in Sf‘\eial diieelion.s 
It v>ould he (juit<* s(dfish not to yndd an im li nn laui w(* oius(d\(‘,s ar«‘ 
eoiieern(*d. Thos(* who can saeiifiee their own inteiest ae(|uii'(‘ ^^'mieial 
a[»j)ro])at ion and tli(‘ii' names .survive thiou^-li eternitv. A eeord iii^jT to 
tin* fiist resolution a letT-emdiimmt of Its. 25.000 is jfo.ssjhle hut in ie]4\' 
to my sjK*ee4i of the 20th M;»reh last, it wa.s said that Its 1,15,000 
was s])ent last year on ae(-ouTit of Ihe travcdliiifr and halting- of memheis. 
So, I think we should fiirthm’ reflma* the amount. 4'h(* j>n‘sent TTouse 
is eompos(*d of the favouied f(*w of fortune, who ai(* expia ted h) s|K*nd 
a f('w rui>ees in service for our mother eountr>' if, in aereptinjr a .sinffle 
first ela.ss, we have to do .so to meet imr Sundry ex|K*nses iri tra^(‘llin^^ 
Idm riches of the rich come from tlie j)oor. The resolution of 
Mr. Camj)hell Forrestiu’ may suit countries like En^dand hut is ipiite 
unsuited to a poor countrv like ours. On an avera^.re w'e have an 
ini'ome of Rs. 20 a year, while tin* avera^^e income yxT head in En^^land 
is £45 or ah/^ve Rs. 075. En^jland is a cold country and the staple food 
there is hiphlv rich hut Bengal is a very hot country wdiere p<‘Of)le are 
accustomed to ver>’ mild and moderate food. The English are flyinp^ 
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in 1 }k‘ air in aeroplanes and Zepjielines, but we have got no ix)wer, which 
formerly our fortdaihers had, to ply our chariots in the air. In 
England through the spread of education and jmlitics representatives from 
amongst the labouring classes enter the House of Commons hut though 
the system of such representation has been introduced in this country 
such repiesentative mem])ers c*annot enter tliis House. We have rather 
in this House the zamindars and their favourite lawyers who cannot 
well be expected to look after the welfare of the tenantry. In England 
members of tin* labouring classes cannot do without an adequate allow- 
ance* but the* rich m(‘mbers of the House do not stand in need of any 
payment. Most of us look down iipm such payment with contempt. 
Wh(‘n the time will come and the labouring class p ill enter this House 
it will be advisable* te> intre)duce .several systems in force in the Henise r)f 
Comme)ns and the language* of the He)use will be the language of the 
land. 

With these words, 1 eq)pose the resolution e)f Mr. (kunpbe*ll Forrester 
and Mr. Dutt’s resediition, and move my resedution alxuit the formation 
of a e‘e)minitte<*. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The moving ot this resedu- 
tioii and various othe‘is that appear on the i)apei' 

Mr, J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Ha\e 1 a right of reqdy? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Yes. 1 may te*!! you that the pro- 
c(»dure I am going to jide)pt is this. The'ie* are about 12 speakers on 
tin* subje‘c.t of jniyihent to memb(*rs. Aft(*r h(*aring the* Hon’ble 
Mr. Ste'pheiison many in(*mb<‘rs may think of not' sj>(*aking at all. 
'I'hat is the ]'e*asoTi why I ha\e askt*d Mr. Stephenson to ex{dain the 
situatiem. 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: May T just rise to a 
])oint of oi'de'i y Would it not be better it the* Hon’ble* Mr, St(*pbenson 
n*jdi(*d after he had h(*ard us? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Thi\\ is ned a point of eu'der. Will 
^ou kindly preuTe'd Mr. St(*phen.son ? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): This resolution and several others 
that ai>])(‘ar on the paper s^*^m to indicate* that there* is a e'ertain 
amount ot uneasiness in the minds of the meinlx'rs of the* House with 
H*gafd to the pavm(*nt of allowane*es, travedling and re'sidential, and on 
the subject of ]mymeMit of fixeul salaries. Se ine memliers wish tei reduce 
the allowances and edhers, 1 gather, would like to raise them slightly. 
This (pu'stion is one, I think. nlme>st (*ntiridv for the Hemse to eFcieb*. 
The members of the House are' responsible to their constituents and it 
is a matter in which they will exercise their responsibility. Except in 
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SO far as my friend, the Hon’ble the Finance Meml)or, is concerned, it is 
not a matter in which Goveniinent should take I think any decidtnl line. 

It would obviously be unsuitable that Government should accept aii\ 
one of theses resolutions. If it were a matter merely oi econom\ it 
would save much time, if we accepted the first resolution, but the 
attitude of Government must be that they will ^nve every wei^dit to 
the opinion expressed in the course of thrs didmte and .should thi‘ IIou.s(‘ • 
desire stroii^^ly to have a committee to examint* into tin' matttM-. 
Government would be }H‘rft^*tly willin^^ to a])p()int one, but 1 think 
that the desire of th(‘ House should be exprt‘ssed in the loim ol a Note 
on that paitieular resolution. 

With reg'ard to^he first resolution that only oin' tiist class laie 
should be allowed, the jiresent jiosition is that membi'is td tlu‘ Coun- 
cil receive the same travi'llin^ allowance as Govmnment ollicios m 
similar circumstatices, r/c., doubl(‘ first cla.ss fare. 'I'ln' objt'ct oi that 
is not that it shall la* a source of remuneration to them. Tin' e\tia 
fii'st class fare is not meant to go itito the travtdh'i’s i>ock(‘t but it is 
intended to cover incidental oxptMist's like cools Imi', ghan \ hue, t'tc., 
which are inseparable from journey b\ train. It ma\ be ,^aid that 
lailway fares have recently la'eii rai.sed and this jnits into the pocki't 
of th(^ officer or member travelling an extia amount ol inone\ which 
he is not otln'rwi.se ('iititled to. The lynx-e\ed f inance I)ej»aitment 
have already spotted that and are taking nn'asuies to }>Tevcnt it. d in' 
juincipb' of the juc'.sent alloNvance is that it shall not Ix' a matti'i ol pro- 
fit, but that it shall cov(‘r the ordinary expenses. If it is (h'siiahh' aini 
suitable that a member of the rouncil should travel first class, cutting 
doNvn the allow'ance to single fii st ('lass fare w dl put nicnilx'i s out <d 
pocket ami it is for tin" Gouneil to consider wln tln'i this is reasona hh'. 
(>n the oth(‘i- hand, I (juit^* agree with the niov(*i that it not (h'snable 
that a niemlx'r should travel second class and draw double* fiisl class 
fan*. That wars not what was intended. If tin* Hou.sf* considers it 
desirable for the sak(* of its ow’u dignity that a member should travel 
first class, I think that .sonn'thing more than single first class fan* 
should be allowed. On the other hand, if the TTou.se considers it suit- 
able that its membeT's should travel .s(M-ond class, then I do not consider 
that double first class fare should be given. 

Coming to the .second resolution it involves a good d(*al mon* than 
the first; it involves a change of system entirely. At piesent mem- 
bers are given an allowance towards meeting their (‘xtra (‘xp(*n.s(‘s, 
Mr. Campbell Forrester would put them on a diffi'rent footing 
altogether and give them salaries. Taist time this motion was brought 
forward, it was withdrawn as being premature. The motion then 
went further and in addition to the payment of Rs. 250 a month, it 
proposed free first class railway pass throughout Bengal and free postal 
service. The present motion is more moderate. 
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1 Hliould like to put before the llouBe a few of the argumeutB both iu 
favour of a wyHteiu of payment of memberH and against it. As the 
mover lias pointed out, the system is not a new one and has been tried 
in most countries. Therefore, the question of advantages or dis- 
}nlvaniag(\s lias to a certain extent bt'en thrashed out already. The 
argument put forward in favour of the piiyment of the members is 
the analogy of otheit countries, especially England, but the pay- 
ment in England is of comj>aratively recent date — it startled only in 
Fill. The grounds on which the payment was made in England were 
that the work of Ihirliaimuit had become very much greater than in 
the past and that, tlieiefons it was impossible to ask a man to do the 
woj'k witliont sonH‘ allowance. It is a point for considetniion of this 
House wheth(‘r its work has so far become so gredi that we should 
consider th(‘ (piestioii of salaries to membm's. The average sittings 
of tlu‘ Hoiis(‘ of (-ominous are 170 days in a year. We have not reached 
that figiiK^ yet. 1 do not know whether the House will soon reach 
that figur(‘. 

Th(‘ second argument brought forward was that the payment of 
m(nnl)(']'s was democratic. It is more in accordanc'e with the pi'inciple 
of dmnocracy to have nKunlHU's Jiaid for the work w(‘ get fiom them. A 
fr(‘(‘ and independ(Mit puldic like to juiy for the work the> get. Of 
course, tin* aigument regarding the paynumt in England very much 
d(‘j)end('d iijion the e.xistence of the labour ])ai't\. That was a ])arty 
whicli could not afford to come to Ihirliaim'ijt un](‘*ss th(‘v wiue gi\tui 
their daily linvid and that brings us on to the nt‘Xt aigiimmit that was 
us(Ml~it was fai' het|(‘r to pay memixu’s of Failiammit for their lahouis 
than allow tluMU to be j»aid out of jiartv funds. That argument, 1 lie- 
lii^ve, cari’ied a good d(*al of weig-ht. Th(‘y thought that it would lie 
Ixdter to ])ay for imunbers of Parliament In'caiise those who had no 
iiiconu' could not affoid to conn' to Parliament without a subsidy eitlnu' 
from the Stati' or from the ])arty. If the State refused to giant them 
any siibsidv, they would have to fall back upon their party funds. 

Another argument u.sed was that a politician was rendering service 
to the Stat(' and that although public service was an honour, yet it 
deservi'd to be paid by an allowance — the labourer was worthy of his 
hire. On the other side, 1 think, the main arguments are that gratui- 
tous public service is a great asset not liglitly to be thrown away, and 
that the ]niyment of members of this Council would lead to a demand for 
the ])ayment to the members of local boards and municipalities. The 
juinci])l(' is the same and it is very hard to draw the line except that 
we spi'iul the money raisi'd from others, whereas they spend their own. 

The third argument used was that it was wrong that a Parliament 
should vote salaries of its own members. Of course if you push this 
argument to the extreme it would be impossible for a legislature ever 
to be ]iaid because no one else can vote the salaries, but I think what 
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undfilios the aig^imieat is that mem hers should he sure Indore intro- 
ducing a system of payment of sahirie> to memlwMs of the C’oum il (hat 
they have got tlie puhlie behind them and tliut there is a real public 
demand for it. 

Another argument was that the payment ot meinlnus would lower 
the moral authority oi the House outside with the genmal public. It 
tendh or is acc-used oi tending towards the establishment ot a s>stem oi* 
jirofessional politicians. It also h*ads to accusation against tlu‘ mcin- 
beis tliat tlie fact that tlu‘y are paid h‘ave> them less iri‘t‘ to lesign oi to 
goto their lonstitiUMits in the sann* way as tlnw would do il tlu‘\ were 
not in receijit of an> thing. 1 do not say that this is an aigunuMit that 
in any way weig’hs with me or with reasonabh* jH‘oj)h‘, but it is an 
aigunient Avhiih the jvaynient of members e\]H).ses thiuii to. 

There is another ixnnt. We have been told tliat many other 
countiMi's, in iact most oi them, ha\(‘ establnshed tlu* s\steni of payment 
to members. Idiat is ijuiti* tru(‘. It is also true that in soim* countries 
the appetite grows b\ eating and certainly in Ammica, hhance, 
Austialia, the allo\\ances have been increased and thcn^ is jiossibly a 
dang(‘J- of this moderati' ])ro])osal being- increased in thi‘ man future. 

The otliei obj(‘ctions tliat occurred to me to this jiarticular — halving 
the jiriiKMph' — proposal of salaries of Its. d,0()0 pei annum aio tht‘s(*. 
li you jiay a iihuiiIhu, mki may like to know how man\ da\s he has 
attended in a yeai\ J believi* in the early duNs of tlie House of (\)m- 
nions thei’c was a roll-call to se(‘ that th(‘ nuunbms wt*r<‘ thiuc. TIu' 
division lists of this House show that there art‘ rar(d\ more than SO oi 
90 menilHMs prestuit in a division. Of these, aboirt 20 an* officials who 
Would not i(*c(*ive salary. Then* is thus a floating IxmIn of meniheis 
fd' this ('oiincil — about 50 or 00 — I do not sa.\ thc\ arc alwaws the saim* 
individuals, some are here one day and some an* h(*re on amdhei da\, 
but th(‘ public will say that there are some 50 or 00 mcmb(‘is (d this 
Council who take their duties very lig-htly. If memb(‘rs aie to be paid, 
there will (•(‘■rtaiidy be a demand that they should be jiaid on tin* lin(‘H 
contained in the motion down for consideration later on, that is, no 
work and no pay. The inembei- wlio does not attend will not gn‘1 his 
pay for that day. But the priiu-ipal objection to this paitieular ]>ro- 
posal is tlie dlffei-entiation between tbe cases of mufassal and town 
memliers. The mufassal member will havi* to ])uy his railway iare and 
other incidental expenses. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER :*So <Iiey do at home. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: From the point of view of 
the mufassal members, it will mean a higher jjayment to the town mern- 
l>ers. (foing through the accounts of the travelling allowances drawn 
by the mufassal members during the last vear, T find tliat th(*re are 15 
mufassal meml)ers wdio have drawn over Rs. 3,000 as travidling allow-* 
ance. These particular mufassal members would he very liadly out of 
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j)Ocket. There arc many others who have drawn nearly lls. 3,000, 
whereiiH the ('aloutla membeiH will get lls. 3,000 clear in their pockets. 
These ineinlM‘is will not have to si)end anything. I think, further, 
tljiil meniheiH of Council will find it a little hard to justify to their con- 
si it ueiieies the payment of a .salary for the months in which it is 
known that no work is to he done. The jnesent system is a reasonable 
■om^ — no W(yrk no expenses; but if for five or seven months in the year 
we d(‘liberately paid salaries with no jK)ssibility of work being done, 
how could these jyayments be justifi(‘d? 

Jiastly, and this is the argument on which I lay the greatest stress 
in saying (hat (lovernment oppose this particular motion, it will cost 
nearly Us. 2 lakhs more a y<‘ar, and on the ground pf economy Govern- 
ment would not Ih‘ justified in acfx^pting a prcyjyosal ol this kind. A 
simihii' motion was withdrawn la.st tiim^ on the ground that it was 
priMiialurc; I think that the same reason still ai)pli<*s to this proposal. 
The (\>uiicil has not Ixmui in existence yet for two years, and tluue has 
been no debating of this (jin*stion outsidt^; then* is no mandate from the 
(‘(iiist itu(‘n(‘i(‘s, in fact 1 would go so far as to say that in the |)res(‘nt 
stat(* of organisation of the (‘onstitmuicies there is no possibility of 
their giving a niandat(‘ for anything. 

(/oming to the otluu* amendments, my remarks ajiply to that of 
Maulvi h'azlal Karim eiiuaily; the only difference there is that his pro- 
jiosal will b(‘ a little mon* lavourable to the mufassal meml)ers in thal 
he gives tlimii om‘ first class fare in addition to a salary of Us. 2,40() a 
.\ear. The other two residutions j)ro])ose the aj»i)ointment of a com- 
mittee to imjuin* inth the matter. 1 have scmie doubts as to wheth(‘r 
any doiiimittee will attain the desire of Uabu Uishindra Nath Sarkar, 
ric., it will be able to r(‘commend “ sm h changes therein as will Ik* 
acceptable to all memb(‘rs, ” but I think th(‘ question of payment or 
continuing the present sy.stem is one which should not be decided by 
a committee but by the House itself; the main (juestion of principle 
ought not to be i{*h‘gat(*d to a oommittee; but at the same time I say 
that if then' is a feiding in the Council that all is not well with our 
travelling allowance system, and that they would like a committiv to 
be ajipointed, Government wdll ])ut no obsta<de whatever in the way. 
As I have said, the o])inion of Government on these resolutions is 
secondary; the resolutions are piimarily the concern of the Council; 
Government will attach great weight to all the opinions that are ex- 
])ressed in this (\)uncil and any decisions that the Council may come to, 
though if tlu'se decisions involve greater ex])enditure, T cannot guar- 
rantee that they will be accept(*d, or receive the approval of the Finance 
Department. 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA; I rise to support 
the motion of my friend, Mr. A joy Thunder Dutt. It is a known fact 
that the first class fare in almost all railway and steamer line.s is very 
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expensive. We are all anxiou.s 1o retiench uiiiler all heads of expendi- 
ture. We, the niemhers of ('ouncil, slionld .sliow the way hy a>rr<>einff 
to accept a .sinple first cla.ss fare for a sinirle journey and theiel)v we 
may .save a certain amount of jnihlic money, altliouph it will cause a 
certain amount of inconvenience to some of us. Foi this reason, 1 
support this lesolution. 


Babu KISHORi MOHAN CHAUDHURI; 1 supinut the motion of 
my friend, Mr. Ajoy (liunder Dutt. 1 thank liim sinceii‘l\ lor hrin^^- 
inp: forward this resolution at a tune ^^hen tliere is a stuious alUuii])! to 
saddle the exche(iuer with heavy ex])enditure hy the ]uo|>osal made In- 
Mr. (^implxdl Fon^ster. T earn(‘stl\ HSjUest Mr. Forrc.sttM to consider 
th(‘ ]X)siiion in India. 1 do not know wlu'tluu- there is an\ countiy in the 
world like India. Mr. Forrester oujrht to take into consuhaat ion whether 
he can comjiare India with Fn^land oi Australia or any otloM country, 
with its foieijrn (iov(‘rnment — a very (‘X|H‘nsiv<‘ and hun‘auciatic (lov- 
(‘i-nment w’hich we are hound to maintain and with its (‘xp.Misive Army ; 
in this stat(‘ of things, whei'i* th(‘i(‘ is no mon(*y men foi IimmI, when w-i‘ 
have nothing to sjxire, Afr. Forrest(‘r thinks that liki* any other coiintry 
in the w'orld we should h(‘ mori^ liheial to tlH‘ m(‘mh<*rs of the Ix'^nslati v<‘ 
(Aiuiicil. 

Many mufassal juroi s, imui of humhl(‘ ]K)sition coim^ to sci v<‘ in jury 
trials W'ithout ariT remun(‘rat ion ; h(‘sidt‘s, tluMi* are many honorary 
seivices whi(h ar(‘ reiKhuial without any remuneration; hut if wc are to 
seiv<* th(‘ f\)uncil and oui mot hei land, it is untortynate to think that we 
should not he ahl(‘ to make .sonn* ^aciifice. It is not onl\ a (iU(‘stion ot 
sacrifice; I think we art* not usuall> in the haliit of tra\ellin^»- first class; 
and 1 do not think that lu'caust* we h<*lon^r to tin* Ii(*^»-islali\c ('ouncil, it 
will add to our dit^nity if wt* travel in the first class with^a rctinin* of 
two or three servants and other ap|H*nda^^<‘s. Wt* can w<‘ll manaj^e to 
travel in the second class witli dignity. When we weic in tin* old 
Council we us(*d to he invit<*d to halls and oth<*i c(*r(*nionies in tin* Gov- 
ernment House, hut in this Council the niemhers are not so invitf*d. I 
may remind you of the sa\in^ ^ paint me a^ I am ” so it is not nec«*H- 
sary that hecauise we are comiiif^ to attend tin* lx*^islat i vi* Council w^e 
should be showm to the outside woild as more dif»’nifi(*d, and tliat it w ill 
be deropratory to us if we travel in the second class and try to save a 
little money for the lx‘nefit of our mc^therland. Feisonally I jirefer 
travellinpf in the second (da.ss; I have no objection even for the third 
class, but beinp: an old man I simiilv look to some comfort, if 1 can ^et 
that, I would not mind to preferring* to travel third class. As a matt<*r of 
fact, I do not always travel in the first class though I pe^ that fare; I 
do not think it necessary to waste, but whenever I see it is for my com- 
fort to travel in the first cla.ss, I fro there, but I do not think it beneath 
my dignity to travel in the third class. I am not ashamed to say so; I 
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th(* inoTiov in other charities instead of putting it in the pocket 
of the railwjiy company. 

However, my j)oint is this: that we should not be justified in mak- 
ing our j)OHiti()n in the Legislative Council a source of income. We 
should try to be economical, and be bent uiK)n doing the l)est thing that 
ca?i possibly be done. Moreover, it exercises a very bad influence under 
cerlaiii circumstances. We see in the mufassal that the local board and 
district bf)ard members get themselves returned simply for the sake t)f 
tile travelling allowance. Many of them do not know even how to take 
part in debate's. In one case' the District Magistrate told me that the 
memhe'r could not he'ar, but simply raised his hand with others; so 
practically, he come's there for the sake of the tfavelling allowance. 
This may have a deuneualising effect u]>on many. There are men, no 
doubt, who think it ne*cessary to maintain tlieir dignity, and that they 
should be' accordingly provide*d for; but I do not think for that purpose 
so much is nea'ded. When the epiestion arose' during the budget 
eh'bate' — 1 belie* ve' my frieuid, Shah Sye'd Emdadul ITaep raisenl the (|ues- 
tiein — 1 sugge'sted that this amount should be re*duce*d by one-third. I 
b('liev(' Sir Tle'nry Whe'ede'r in(|uire'd the' juincijde* on whiedi we should 
make this re'duction. 1 am glad that my fiie*nd has submitted a pro- 
posal that tlie'ie' should be erne single' first e-lass fai’e' ])aid to members; 
1 think that will be (juitc e'nough because theie is the reside'iitial allow- 
ance', oi’, as I sugge'st, whe'ii conve*nie*nt , the meunbev's may save* some*- 
thiiig fi'om their travedling allowance, to ]>ay foi^ their servants and 
eitlu'i' appe'iidage's. There are many cases in which very tew membe*rs 
have to sjX'Tid much ihone'y in Calcutta; they have got their friends with 
whom thi'v live*; so after the* we'ightv words and sound advice of the 
Tlon’ble ^Ir. Ste'phe 'Tison, T do not think I ne'ed say much more. Dn 
]>]iiiciple' V(' should neit be* justifie'd in eh'manding a salary and insist- 
ing u))on tlu' jiavme'nt of elouble first class fares, which I, for one. can 
safely sav is not re'epiired for our journey. At least the majority do 
not want the' lull amount. 1 think it is ejuite reasonable that the 
meme'v shemld be re'turne'd or ne)t accejded at all, and set apart for some 
nation-building purjioses — the money ipay be made over to the trans- 
feried dejiai tments. 

With the'se words, 1 supi>ort the motion of Mr. Dutt and I earnestly 
reeiiK'st Mr. Forrestei not to press his resolution. I also do not think 
that any good ])urpose will h" served by apiKnnting a committee or 
referring this ejuestion to a committee. We are all here and we know 
what W(' shemlel do, and if we are all agreed that we should not make 
any luofit out of this allowance, we should not be justified in drawing 
double fares. We should be consistent with the ]X)sition we hold in 
society, and we should be economi<'al and show an example to others. 
We have bei'U clamounng for some time for a reduction of the travelling 
allowance for Government officers; we think there is some waste of 



1922.] TRAVELLING ALT^OWANCE OK MEMBERS. 


2^7 


money, but unless and uiifil W(‘ can show an example in our own ease, 
we eiinnot reasonably ask ollieis t(» do the same. 1 think the matltu' 
should be deeided here and we sliould aecejjt tlie rt'soliition mo\ed by 
Mr. Ajoy (diunder Dutt, the woithy son of a wt)rth\ father, bein^ 
actuated by tin' best of motives and that Mr. Forrester should ^Mthdniw 
his motion. 

Bsbu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTAs It is ratlu'r delicatt^ and diiheurt 
in join in a debate, wliosc* subj(‘et-matter is a jH*rsonal (pu‘stl(Mi with 
almost all the non-olfii ial imunlaMs of the t'oiineil. Itut 1 must eon- 
fess that the iHUsisttuiev with whieh |KMiodi<‘ attt'inpts are bein^'- made 
to oj)en this (jnestion of the tiavellln^ and resiihmtial allowaneivs of 
mufassal memliersf shows tliat a free and o|H‘n discussion is necessary 
to clear up some misappiidiensioms that huv(‘ undoiibt(Hll\ ^athertal 
I’ound the subj(*et. 

TTk^ basic ])iin(*i]dt‘ of* all sucli allowanc<‘s should lu*, fust, that no 
inemlau' may b(‘ out of jiocket for havini^ to conu' to, and stay in, ('al- 
cufta in connection with th(‘ Imsimvss of this ('ouncil, and secondly that 
no piTifit may b(‘ made out of th(‘s(‘ allowances. This is all that can be 
i’(‘^:\i(h‘d as fair. Anything slioi-t of this will hv a hardship on the 
mc'inbeTs, anvthin^ lu^yond this must b(‘ re^anhal as an unnei'essaiw 
burden on the ]>o()r ta\-])ay(‘r. Any att<Mn]>t to com jxuisali*' the imuubeis 
for their loss in busim'ss ot‘ foi' the valm* of tludi' time d('vote<] to the 
woik of the (\)Ui#cil, must la* le^’anhsl as an ('xtra va^'-ant demand, at 
tln‘ p]‘es(*nt stal<‘ of th(‘ countiw at any i‘al(‘ Suiidy, th(‘ count r\' can 
(‘Xpect tliis much saciific(‘, if sa<-iific(‘ it can be ealhal, fiom tin* 
TiienibcMs of a l.e^^islativc' Kouncil. 

The question b(‘foi(‘ us is whetluM' tin' ]>n*sent scah‘ of th(‘ travidlm^' 
allow’aTiee is in conformity with tin* prin< iph‘ just mentioned by imn As 
far as T hav(» becm able to undeistand the mattei, I thin|^ tlauc* is a 
lui'kinp su.s]>icion iii the minds of soim* members, sjiecially souk* (’al- 
eutta iiieinbeT's, that th<* mufassal meiiilMus make a jirofit out of their 
allowaTie(‘S. Om* section of the Calcutta inmiibers scsuns to think that 
this ]>rofit must b(‘ ]uit a stop to, wdiereas another section semus to 
wish that they just as wadi niifrht haye a share in this profit. 

I do not know^ if aTiy miifas.sal member has b(‘en abh‘ to make j)ro- 
fit out of his travelling- allowance by trav(‘lliii^^ third or intiu- (lass, but 
the present rules have been fram(‘d according'- to the ('ivil S(‘rvi(;e Re^^-u- 
laiioTis, whi( h are su])i)o.s(*d not to admit^of any jirofit. Th(‘re is a ^-i-iait 
pi-a(‘tieal difficulty in payinpr the actual tra\(dlin^^ (^xjkmisch of any indi- 
vidual member, and hence, a pr(*neral rat(‘ has been adopted in the ('ivil 
Service Regulations, accord in^?: to which, the juescmt rat(*s of the allow- 
ances of memlxus are governed. Tf this late does admit of any jirofit, 
as supf^^ested by some' members of this f'ouncil, f shall Im th(‘ first to 
ask for its revisioTi- not (Uily for its reduction — but for the reduction 
of the whole schedule of rales in the Civil Sendee Reg-ulations ; if the 
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(youncil mernljers can take less rates without suffering pecuniary loss, 
the (loverninent is bound to retluee the travelling allowance rates for 
all its offieers. 

What then should be the proper rate? Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt has 
fixed upon a particular rate, but I am afraid that with all his eloquence, 
he has mX ]>een able to prove that this rate will not be too «nich or too 
little for all members. I do not blame him for this. As a matter of 
fact, it is not jK>ssible to decide in an off-hand manner what rate of 
travelling allowaiice dcK*s or does not admit of profit. The only safe 
way is to rcd'cr it to a committee, who c‘an take evidence* and go into all 
the details of the question. As for residcuitial allowance, mufassal 
m(‘mbc‘rs hav(‘ always felt it difficult to get suitalde accomnnalat ion and 
the* present rc'sidential allowance liardly admits of i)r(;fit. Of course, 

1 hav(‘ nothing to say about those generous people who can afford to 
keep aTid fecsl membe^rs in palatial houses at the absurdly low rate of 
Us. 2 jH'r day. A])art from the lielp of these charitably disposed 
gentlemen, I shall wcdcome any suggestion that may be made by a 
committee after full imiuiry, in order to lighten the burden of the 
tax-i>ayer. 

As for Mr. Eorrester’s resolution, T must oppose* it with all the em- 
phasis that I can command. Mr. h'orrc'stm’s resolution piactically 
comes to this, that each member of the (\)uncil, whether he has to si)end 
any moiu'y for coming to (^ilcutta or not, whethei he* rc'gnlaily atteinls 
the (\)uncil or not, is to get an allowanc'e of Rs. 3,000 a year, 
costing the tax-payer more than Rs. 3 lakhs a year, whereas 
the ]M'(*sent arrangc'*nent barely costs Rs. H lakhs a ycnir. 
At prescMit, a meunber who does not conn* to (^)l(Mitta does not g(‘t his 
trav(‘lling allowance, nor does a mc'mbei who ahscuits himself frcjin the 
(k)uncil get any residential allowance. Is it Mr. Canqdxdl Forrester’s 
desire that all Councillors should get their fixed pocket money, whether 
they attend Council or not? 

Much has been said about mufassal and Calcutta members, but can 
it 1m* denie<l that tho mufassal members are ])aid only to re<*oup them 
for the actual cost of their travelling and residential expenses? Does 
Mr. (kimid)ell Forrester want that the Calcutta members should draw 
an allowance, though they may not have to spend a single pice out of 
their j>ockt*t ? Tf there is a suspicion that the mufassal member makes 
a profit out of his allowances, let the committee draw up a standard 
rate, which will not admit of any profit. I can understand this atti- 
tude, but T cannot understand how this gives the Calcutta members 
any better right to get an allowance. 

The time devoted to the work of the Council should not require any 
value in return. By fixing the time of the sitting of the Council at 
3 r.M. the advantage of the Calcutta members has been more than fully 
met at the cost of many mufassal members, who have to spend more 
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days in Calcutta at tlic sacrifice of tlieii business in the inufassal. But 
they have not pnid^^ed it and thev do not ^^riid^^e it. But. when the 
procedure of the Couiu il is bein^ ( handed in such a way as to waste the 
time of the members by the refusal to take up non-oHicial btisiness on days 
which had been previouslv fixed for ottiiial business, even if there is 
suflicient spaie time, the oi'cas'on is serious enough for tin* Calcutta 
members to sliow’ .some sympathy with tludr inufassal brethren. 

A proposal, \ery similar to the one moved by Mr, Cainphtdl I'orn^stt'r, 
was moved in this Council nearly a year a^o. but tin* outburst of opp»)si- 
tion w’as so vehement that tin* mov(‘r. Itabu Niiode Behan Mullick, 
prom])tly withdrew it. I do not know what has ha|)pened since tlum 
to chancre the attitude of this Council, that Mr. Cam])lM‘ll P'orrester 
should make a ])ersistent attempt to biin^^ this motiem before the House*. 
Or is it because tliis Council has be(‘n able to fasten a burden of thre'e 
new faxations round tin* n<‘cks of the* tax]»avers of B(‘npil, that it should 
now come foi'ward to take* some* share in the spoils (if 1 imiy be* per- 
mitted to use the expre‘ssion) for its membe‘rs? 

I do not know what Mr. Campbe*!! Foriestcr’s (’onstituenev has to 
sav about the inatt(*r, but as an ave‘ra^e‘ tax-paye*!*, the projHisition of 
supplviii" pocket moii(*v to the me‘ml)e‘rs of a ('ouncil. which has .saddle*el 
this province with a tax of Rs. 1.1 crore‘s, wliieh has not beM*n abb* to 
reduce the* hi^rh salaiv of the* Ministe*rs, and which has yet practically 
done' notliin^ to •justify its (‘Xiste'nce*, is one w’hich see*ms intohu’abh* 
The country will have none* of it, and it would be* a mean trick to ^o 
apiinst the country in this matter, simply be*cayse* wn^ liave* the* peiwa*!’ 
of the purse w’ith us. Le‘t us not forc“et that we are* only the custoelians 
e)f the* people*’ s money. 

Glib comparisons have* be‘e*n made* with e)the*r Ic^^islative bexlie-s, wlmre* 
the* me'inbei’s are* ])aid tixe*el allowance's. Compaiisons are«ofte*n oeliou.s, 
and 1 hojx* the* members will not for^'e*! that it was ne*arlv fitlO ^’e‘a?•H 
afte*r the establishme*nt of the Bcitish Bailiame*nt that tiie* me*mberH 
conse'Tited to take* an alh'wancc The time* for the* Ben^'-al Le'^rslat i ve 
Council has neet arrived yet. 

• 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: 1 rise* to a point of orde*r, Sir. 
I challenpo the state*mf*nt that it w'as ne*arly OOf) ye*ar's afte*r llie* e'stablish- 
moTit of the British Parliament that its me*mbers conscnte*d to take an 
allowance. In fact, the members of P«y’liam(‘nt were* j>ald ley their con- 
stituencies until the year IGSl. 

The DEPUTV-PRESIDENT: Yon can sav, wdiatever you have ^?e>t 
to say, afterwards. 

BalMi NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I rise to oppose the second 
motion. Rome time a^ro when we entered this Council, we heard many 
of the members saying that we must reduce the number of Executive 
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CaunrillorH, the nuiriher of Ministers and attempts were actually made 
to reduce th(dr number. Sironj^ attempts wer(‘ also made to reduce the 
salary of the Ministers, but how is it that this attitude is changed? 
The proposal amounts to saying that “ everybody is f^ettin^'* somethinj^, 
let ns see if we can i^^et somethin^^ too.” Is that the idea? Only about 
a yejir and a half a^o we were ele(*ted by the rate-j)ayers as Jion-oificial 
members and elected under certain conditions that we were not to ^et 
aiiythin^^ by way of salary or allowaiici* or whatever you may call them. 
Have circumstances chan^»-(‘d after a year and a half, for which we now 
cannot do this work without some sort of remuneration? The only 
chan^^e of circumstances is that the (b>vernment with its ordinary in- 
come could not meet its ordinary (‘Xj>enditine, and jor this we had re- 
cently to i>ass thi'ee Acts which were represented by some of oui’ ti'iends 
as repressive, oppressive and what not, and even it was desci'ibed as 
takin^^ the life-bhvod of tin* poor raiyats. Are you p’oin”* to 'share 
aniori^^st ourselves a portion of that life-blood that arose out of the 
enact iiK'nts jjassed duriiif^ the last session? 

Then it was said we shoidd look towards our half-fed, dyin<^^ country- 
men by whom we are sent here to repr(*s(‘nt theii interests. 1 ho])e all 
the members, whether from the mufassal ot‘ the town, will not toi'^et 
those half-fed persons here. Instead of ref)r(‘senlin» their intei'csts, T 
hope my friends w'ill not try to create a permanent sclf-inteiest in this 
(hnincil by ^'•ettin^; Its. 3,000 a year. 

After we ^'■ot the Reformed Council, we on^-ht to niakc* some sjtcii- 
ficc, and is it as a reward for our service to the country and b) oui- 
constituency, that weHvant scnne money for ourselves out of the I’ecent 
additicvnal income? I do not think that any of the elected members 
of the Council will suppcni the resolution that we must have Rs. 8,000 
per annum for ourselves, and it is certain that in that case we shall 
have to pass “another taxation measure* to meet the (*xpenditure. 

As for Mr. Dutfs resolution, 1 leave it to tlie mufiussal members who 
are interested in it. 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: In connection with the bud^nd debate 
durin^>- the last session, the (‘onviction was bojun* upon me that a £?ood 
dCal of money could be saved by effect in*^ substantial retiemdiments in 
travelling expenses all round, and at that time a very valuable su^^es- 
tion was made by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Biirdwain 
that instead of considering^ if iira piecemeal fashion, the w’hole (luestion 
should be taken up in all its bearinjrs, and a full-dress debate should 
take jdace in the House. In the meantime, a retrenchment committee 
has been ai)pointed by this (Tovernment, and I ho])e that the wdiole ques- 
tion will be seriously taken up by that body. I ^jfreatly thank my 
friend, Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt, for brin^^ing in this resolution, because 
it is, I take it, a feeler. I have Ix'en sayinp: all alonp that in this matter 
— after paying due re^rard to the interests of our mufassal friends 
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something should be done 1o effect refr<*n<hinents in tliis connei'tion, 
and I think we, the meinbers of this Council, should set an exauiplc in 
this matter. If we (*an (‘arrv this resolution in a whole-hearted manner, 
perhaps this will prove the thin end of the wed^nv 'Phis will ^nadually 
lead to a reduction in travellinj^ allowances ])aid t(> (loverniuent otlicers. 
If I mistake not, such a thin^^ has taken phu •e in the Madras Fii‘sidenc\ . 
I'ht* matter has actuall\ been coiisideri'd there and passed. It will be* 
disastrous, under the present (drcunistam-es, if an impi (\ssi(»n 
abroad that in the face of the jiresent^circunistances — tlu‘ la‘^nslalive 
OouiK'il having already passed three* taxation nH‘asiirt>s to meet the 
ordinary exjienses of Government and the Government embarking'- on a 
loan policy — we haje assembled here to make money out (d tra\ellin^ 
allowances. Mr. Camjibell Forrester’s resolution, looked at from a 
selfish jioint of view, w ill be a ^reat boon to me, a ])ooi (‘ducat lonist . 
Suicl\^ if I can add Rs. 250 a month to m\ income, jxrsonally it will Im* 

of ^»-reat help to me, but it would be disastrous in tin* int(‘i(‘sts of tin* 

country. What we have ‘rot. to look to here is that our miilassal 

biethren should not be put to any expenses or trouble. They must not 

be j)ut out of ])ocket. If the first lesolution is carrieil, I ask, subject 
to correction, whether the mufassal members will be put to an\' seiious 
inconvenience. (Ciies of “ \es ” “ yes.”) Well, then, it is certainly 
a matter to be lookc^d into, if that lx* tin* fac t. 1 thorou^'‘hly a^ree with 
my old and esteemed friend, Babu Kishoii Afohan t'haudhuii, tor whom 
1 have the ^^reatesT respecd and admiration that it will not add to oiii 
di^»‘nify if we traved first. I am told that the* late* Mr. Gladstiun* used 
to travel third. We would simply wish our hi^rli^ fiovernnnmt otliciabs 
to s(‘t an exainjile here for our edification and instruction. Dijrnity is 
not attachc'd to the class (d' trams in which we travel, but to oui 
character, honesty, uf)ri‘*'ht n(‘ss, fearless coura^'‘e and sturdv independ- 
ence. (A voice: ” What abend c’omfojtsV”i I have ne*(*T- enjoyed 
many comforts in m> life and have not much ex]M‘ri('nc(* in that dir(‘ction. 
A zamindar does necsl these* tliiijf^rs and In* c*an afford to ]>ay foi them. 

In conclusion, I say 1 am heaitil\ in favoui of Mr. Dutt’s lesidution. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: ^Adth you I )n*rmis- 

sion, Sir, I slioulcl deal with these* resolutions se])arat(*ly, be*cause I find 
that I have not vision enough to trace the* jmints of contact lM*twee*n 
these r(*Holutions and tie*at them coTuprehensi vely. We have* hes-ird cd 
assemblies which have endeavenired to ine^iease and have indeed succeed- 
ed in incr(*asin^'' their emcdumeids and their jiresti^re; but we have not 
hoard of a Council or an assembly which desiies to cut dowui its privilege’s 
I am afraid that not many c>f us here are youn^^ )>IutcKrafs of Calcutta 
who can aft’ord to punctuate* Mr. Dutt’s speech wdth ajepreciaf ive 
lomarks; and I fee*!, foi' the sake of the mufassal membe'rs, that I must 
oppose his resedution, even at .the risk of beinj; considered a selfish 
sycophant, l>ecau8e, and I hope the member w'ill a^free with me, if wo 
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have earned the appellation of Helfish sy(’oj)hant.s for our past misdeeds, 
we shall not wipe it off by this doubtful act of self-abnejfation. 
Mr. Dutt hiis forgotten that retrenchment is just the reverse of charity; 
and, therefore, according to the genius of tin* English language, we are 
not called upon to exercise it on ouis(‘lves first. We find, indeed, that 
we cannot ])ossib]y leave (Gladstone out of consideration when we are 
discussing travelling alli»wances; but the pxani]»le of (Badstone does 
not affect the non-otlicial nieiubers. Let the hon’ble members of the 
Government derive edification and guidance from it, if they desire to do 
so and their names too will be handed down to prosperity. (“ Hear, 
hear.”) 

As regards Mr. Campbell Forrester’s resolution, I must confess my 
weakness jind my cupidity that I am in symj)athy with it. (” Hear, 
heal.”) Rupees Ji.OOO a year, \>here there is m)thing, is an attraction, 
esjiecially when we have a notion that some niufassal members, "’at any 
rate, do not need to expend as miu'h as they draw and 
may be laying by something for the iiuipose of private charity, 
which I consider to be more advantageous than Government charity. 
Moreover, it calls attention to the fact that even the Calcutta members 
who have to come here to attend the Council, hav(‘ to suffer a (Wisider- 
able amount in their work as well as in their eimduments and have to 
undergo sacrifices which they can ill-aff'ord. But though 1 am in 
sympathy with Mr. (’ampbell Forrester’s resolution, 1 feel that the con- 
dition of the country at the present moment cannot justify nu' in sup- 
porting it, and, realising that we might at the present inoimuit be 
considered, with a ct*rtain amount of justification, to be untrue to our 
charge, 1 must oppose his ri'solution, though with regret. I believe 
that the stdfvs c/uo, is sound and reasonable, and 1 therefore also oppose 
the resolution which would send the consideration of the subject to the 
committee. ' 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till Thursday, the Gth July, 1922, 
at 3 r.M., at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thk ('ouiicil met in the (’ouneil riiniiiber in the Town Hall, Culeutta, 
on Thumlay, the Gth July, 1922 at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Tlie Deputy-Presidiuit in the (Jiair, the Ilon’hie tlie four Meml)ers 
of the Executive ('ouik il, the lion’ hie tlie three Ministera, anti 11)0 nomi- 
nated and electeil nieinheis. 

Oath. 

Mr W. 1). 11. Prentice, i.t .s., ItMik an oath ol his allc^nance to 
the (.h’own. 

Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Excise duty on foreign liquor. 

•LI. Mr. 8. ft. BOSE: (u) With n‘fcr(*nc(‘ to niv starred t|U(‘stion 
XVI. askt'd on the 21st No\einhci , 1!)21. ill tlu' Ilon’hlc th(‘ Minister 
in chai/^»-c ot the 1 Icpai 1 nicnl ot A^»-i naillnic and Industries la* |»h‘ast'd 
to stalt* whctluu- th(‘ (ioveinnient iiave now h‘viefl an (‘\cis(‘ duly on 
fortu/^Mi liiiuor^ 

(A) If so. what is the additional ]t*venu(‘ estiinatcd to la* ih'iiNcd irom 
this dut V loi this \ ear Y 

• 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(/•') The additional leveiiue is (*stiiiiated rou^dds at Us. ihhOdlDO 

Statement of Mr. C. R. Das after his conviction. 

•Lll. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (n) Will the flon’hle 
the Member in char^^e of the Judicial l^*partin(Mit Ik* pleasial to state 
whether the Government have yet fully considered the nllcKalioiiH 
ojienly made by Mr. C. U. Das aj^^ainst the lef^ality of his conviction H 

(/) If the answer to the above be in the affiniiaiive, will the Ilon’ble 
the Member be ideased to state what is the decision of the Government 
regarding this matter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Xfember be pleased to state whether any 
legal opinion has been taken on the subject referred to in clause (a)? 

15 
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{( 1 ) If 80, whose opinion and what is that opinion? 

(e) If not, what is the reason for not taking legal opinion? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim): The niemher is referred to the answer given to a 
question on the suhjeet asked hy Dr. A. Suhrawardy at this meeting. 

Solitary oonflnement of two political prisoners in the Pabna Jail. 

•LIN. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Wilh reference to the 
answei given to iny starred (| nest ion No. XX, aliout the eontineinenl 
in (‘ells of two ])oliiical prisoners in the Pahna .Tail at the sitting of the 
Bengal Lc'gislative (/ouncil on the 2 ‘ 2 nd Kehrnary last, will the llon’hle 
the MenilK*r in (•harg{‘ of the Department of K(‘venne (Tails) he pleased 
ii\ state the r(‘sult of the iiujuirv which was Ix'ing made as regards parts 
(//) and (h) of the said question? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): It is reiK)rted that the non-offieial 
\isito)*s inquii'ed into the reasons for the sei)arate eonfincmient ol the 
prisonei's and they were su])plied to them. A circular order, which 
one of them wanted to see, wois, however, nut ]>roduced as it was c-onfi- 
deiitial. 


Corrupt practices. 

*LIY. Mauivi ADDUL KARIM: (e) Is the ITon’hle the Memher 
in chaig(‘ of tlie Tudicial Department a^\al•(‘ that proc(‘edings on (‘harges 
of cori'upl practices are often taken against ministeiial oificm's of courts 
and otli(‘i‘ puhlic. otIic(‘s with varying results? 

(I)) Are the (lovernment considering the advisahility.. of ai)point- 
Ing a committcM' to impure into the corru]>t practices which are alh‘ged 
to exist in the various offices and de]>artments under the (Government 
of Bengal as has Iuhui done in the Punjah? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: {a) Yes. The memher is 
referred to the statements attached to the lleports on the Administration 
of Criminal Justi(H‘ in Bengal, which show the r(*sults of such cases. 

(h) No. 

I 

Reports on the condition of the health of certain 
political prisoners. 

•LV. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the llon’hle the 
Memh(‘r in charge of the Departmcmt of Revenue (Jails) he pleased to 
])laee on the table the latest medical repoids on the condition of the 
health of Mr. V. R. Das, Maulana Ahul Kalam Azad, Babu Shyam- 
sundar Chakravarty and Mr. B. N. Rasiual? 
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(h) Is it a fact that Mr. B. N. Sasmal has l)et»n losing weijfht for 
some time past ? 

(c) If so, is the Ilon’ble the Meinljer in a jx>sition to staU* the 
reasons thereof and also the steps, if any, that Oovernment have taken 
to pnnent itP 

(d) Will the Iloirhle the Meinln'r Ik* pleased to state the circiim-* 
stances under whicli Mr. Waml Ali Khan Panee was released P 

The Hofl’Me Sir ABD-UR»RAHiM: (^j) The latest medical reiH)rt8 
are .placed on the table. 

(h) and (r) Yes^ The loss of wei^jht is attribiit(*d to a deviation 
from the standard of living to which Mr. Sasmal was aci’ustomed when 
at liberty There is no illiie.ss to aci'ount for it and for a man of 
Mr. Sasmal’s physicjue it is not considered a s(‘riotis loss. Mr. Sasmal 
was offered extras and milk from th(‘ hospital, but he refused. 

(d) He was relea.sed on the application of the dail SuiHuintendent 
on the ^.^round that he was seriously ill. 


[jatrst 7nedical reports referred to in the reply to starred r/twstton 
AV LV (a) ofi the nmdtlioti of the health of Mr. C* li. DaSy Matihma 
Ahul Kalam A^ady Babu Shyamsundar Cluikravarty and Mr. B, N. 
Sasmal. 

Mr. (' It. Dnn.—Hi^ has very much iinprovcMl in hoaltU rwently and ih now in 
a go<Kl KtaU^ of houitti. Hih weight on adniiHsion was 177 )t>«. and his proHont 
woitcht on ‘2‘2rid tiunc ih 177J Ihs The low 1ov«*f from wliirh Mi. ('. It Dan 
Haffert»d in March and April has now diKap|M^arod. OccaHionally only at long 
iiitervab there ih an evening riik’ up to 99^. 

Maulana Ahul Kalam Asad.— Two weeks ago he had a slight atto^ik of 
indigeHlion un<I dinrrlKca, now curtHl , hi- ik under Iiih owiv nuHlicnl tnan’H treiit- 
ment, but is rtxieiv ing diet from the jail hospital. General state of health is good. 

Ihihu Shijamsiirular ('hakravarty ~~}U* is suffering from slight d.VHjH'psin and 
some slight stomatitis, xs und<*r hospital treatment and receoing hospital diet. 
Weight is the same as on admission. General state of liealth is good. 

Mr. B S. Saimnl. — General state of health is good according to the medical 
olhcer’s opinion and his own statements. He has sufferiMi some loss of weight 

•LV-A. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: ^Is the Hon'lde the MemW 
aware that Mr. Sasmal submitted a formal application to the Jail Sup«»r- 
intendent for permission to have fruits and that that application was 
refused, that Mr. Sasmal reipiested the Jail Sui>f»rintendent to forward 
his application to have fruits to the Inspector-General of Prisons and 
that that application too was not sent upP 


Tilt Hofi’MeSir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I am not aware of that. 
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Dr. A. 8UHR AWARD Yz Is it a fact that Mr. Sasmal has l)een 
suffering from piles? Is the Hon’ble tlie Member aware that when that 
fact was brought to the notice of the Jail Sui)erinterKlent and Mr. Sasmal 
asked for some fruits, no notice was taken of his prayer? 

ThO Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMZ I am not aware of that. 

Dr, A. SUHRAWARDYz Is it a fact that Mr. Sasmal has lately 
develojed symptoms of diabetes and that sugar has been detected by 
an examination of his urine? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; I am not aware of that. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDYz Will the llon’ble the Memler take the 
trouble of iiivcvstiguting all tliesc‘? 

The Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM Z 1 would ask for notice. 


Instructions regulating the use of firearms by the police. 

•LVI. Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN; Will the Hon bh the 

Meiiib<*r in charge of the Ihdici' Department be pl(‘as(‘(l to state wind her 
the (Government are coTiteniplating issuing instiin tions regulating the 
ns(‘ of fii’oarms b\ armed forces or (iui’khas and of r(‘stri(ding their use 
so as to reijuire the ^)revious saindion of the local (lovernment , or, in 
cases of emergency, the sanction of a magistjate of tin* first class, before 
firearms are used? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H, L. Stephenson): Inslnndions regai-ding the use of firearms by 
the jxdice in tin* suppression of disorders are contained in Police Regu- 
lations, lh*ngal, Volume d, rule ITS, a (‘o]>v of which may be consulted in 
(he (\)uncil Ijibrary. In February last (iovernnn*nt drew the attention 
(d‘ its officers to these standing orders.* It is not jnoposed to issue any 
further instructions. 


Statement of Mr. G. R. Das after his conviction. 

*LVII. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: (a) Has the atten- 

ti('n of the llon’ble the Memln'r in charge of the Judicial Department 
bet'll drawn to the statement of Mr. C. II. Das after his conviction by 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta? 

(h) Are the Government intending to take any steps regarding 
the case by the light of the said statement? 
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(c) Has the attention of the Hoirhle the Member Wen ilruvMi to 
the evidence of tlie handwriting exiH»r(s in the said caseP 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: {a) Yes 

(h) No. 

(c) Yes. 


Dacoities committed in Bengal. 

*LVIII. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INCH ROY: Will the Hon ble the 

Membi'r in charge of the Ihdice DeiKirtnient be phNistsl to lay on the 
table a statement ^bowing: — 

(i) the number of dacoities or alleged daeoiti(‘s committed in Ihoigal 

within the last six months; 

(ii) the exact number of cases of dacoities or alh'ged dacoities 

in eacli district ; 

(ill) tlie numbei of cases detected; 

(ir) the numbei oF cas(‘s under invest igat ion ; 

(r) the total number of accused scuit up for trial in (*a(‘h case; 

(ri) the actual number of convictions; and 
(rii) the total exiHuiditure incurred for each (’as(‘ — 

(n) detwted, and 
(h) undetected P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (/) 5)52. The figuivs on 
record aie for the six months ending dlst Marcdi. 

(//) to (ri) A statement is lai<l on the tabl(‘. 

(vii) It is not possibh* to calculate this. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred (fmstion No. LVIJI shoivinr, 
number of dacoities in Bengal during the six months ending 
31st March, 1922, 


1 

Distuict. 

t 

Nuitilier of j 
cafw« of 

dacuitie. 

r* iK)rttNl j 
in tf»oh 1 
disirli't j 

NiiiulM»r 

of CMOM 
il« twted. 

! 

Numb* r of | 

cawH iindtM 

iiivcNtiga- 
tloo. { 

1 

Total niimlXT of 
lux'UHfd aent up 
for trial. 

: • 

Artual 
muiiiUt of 
cotivic- 
tionii 

i No tuber 
of aeouwKl 
u tid«r 
trial. 

JcBHore 

1 . 

7 

! 

6 

4 

1 

1 15 in 3 caseH ... 

Nil 

5 

Kliulnn 

6 , 

3 1 

Nil 

0 ill 2 cascH ... 

Nil 

f) 

Muruliidaitad 

21 1 

4 

2 

4 ill 2 cnhes ... 

j 

1 

3 

Nadia 

24 ! 

1 

12 


33 in 8 ca^fR ... 

4 

20 
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DlflTUfOT. 
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(iRooitiei 
reported 
in each 
diMtrtct. 
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of ca»e« 
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Number d 
CIIS38 under 
1 investiga- 
tion . 

Total number of 
accuaed Heut up 
for trial. 

j 

Actual 
number of 
! ooDvic' 

1 tiomi. 

1 

Number 
of aoouaed 
under 
trial. 

‘24-PHrgurui8 

35 

12 

10 

38 ill 7 ca808 ... 

Nil 

35 

HankiiiA 

13 

2 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Birhiiuin 

9 

6 

1 

28 in 4 caHoa 

25 

Nil 

Biirdwnn 

24 

4 

1 

19 in 3 cases ... 

2 

10 

Ilooglily 

26 

7 

6 

15 in 3 casos^ ... 

9 

3 

Howrali 

13 

3 

1 2 

17 in 2 casoH ... 

3 

6 

Midnnporc 

87 

14 

16 

35 in 7 cases ... 

5 

' 22 

Bogra 

17 

4 

1 

5 in 1 case 

Nil 

5 

Durjoc.lirig 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ditiajpur 

39 

7 

Nil 

13 in 3 cases ... 

Nil 

9 

Jalpai^nri 

23 

8 

1 

25 in 6 cast's ... 

10 

10 

Maida 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Pal>na 

10 

G 

Nil 

20 in 6 cases ... 

Nil 

20 

HajHlialii 

13 

C 

G j 

27 ill 3 cases ... 

Nil 

20 

Uaiigpur 

49 

10 i 

1 

6 

23 in 0 cases ... 

< 1 

18 

Dacca 

25 

10 1 

10 

17 in 4 cases 

1 

3 

8 

Mymensingli 

36 

8 

13 

10 in 3 cases ... 

1 

13 

Tippera 

19 

G 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Bakargaiij 

19 

12 

5 

45 in 9 cases ... 

1 

I 

27 

UliitiagODg 

2 

Nil 

Nil ■ 1 

Nil 

Nil 1 

Nil 

Farid pur 

14 

4 

7 
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Nuakhali 

2 

2 

Nil 

0 in 2 cases ... 

Nil 

2 

Calcutta — 


L 





Town and 

8ubur[)H 

G 

1 

1 

9 in 1 ca.se 

Nil 1 

9 
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Statements of Mr. C. R. Das after his conviction. 




•LIX. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) With refonMu-e to the answer 
to a question hy Mr. Intlu IMiiishan Dutta on the statement made by 
Mr. C. E. Das after liis conviction (juestionin^ the lepilitv of his case, 
will the ITon’ble the Member in (diarpe of the .Indicia! De])aitment l>e 
pleased to state the deeision of the Government on tin' matt(M ? 

(h) Will tlie iron’ble the Member be jdeased to state whetlu'r tin' 
opinions of tlio Advocate-General and other counsel have bt'cn taken 
on the le^rality or otherwise of Mr. C. E. Das’s conviction ? 

(r) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bh' tin* .Member 
be pleased to lay them on the table? 

(d) If no opinions have Ix'en obtained, are the Government consider- 
ing the desirability of o]>taining them as s(K)n as possibh*? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (^ 7 ), (h), (r) and (d) The Gov- 
eminent hav(‘ fully investigated all tiu' statenn'nts made* by Mr. (\ E. 
Das and have de(‘ided to take no jo tiem in tlie matter. T1 h*\ are not 
pre]»ared to give any further infomiation on the subjei’l. 

•LIX-A. Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the llon’lde the Mi'inber 
me ])leas(‘d to state the reasons for Gov<*rnment’s i“(dusal t<o giv<' any 
further inioiniat ion ? Am I not entitled to answ(*r to my (|ut*stion? Is 
silence the answ<y ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Gonc rnnn’nl aii' not prepnrc'd to 
give any further information than what is eontajm'd in tin* reply. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Ilon’bh' the Mc'iiiber la' ph'UM'd to 
state his reasons foi refusing to answei tlie (piestion? Is it in the 
interest of the State? 

• 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BUROWAN: I rise to a iK)int of order. Sir. 

THE DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): It is 

no question and you cannot put jt. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 put the (juestion — you may disallow it 
if you like. 

Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table)e 

Raiyatwari settlements of arable lands in the Sunderbans. 

106. RaiHARENDRANATHCHAUDHURI: (a) Will the IIonMde 
the Member in charge of the Dei>artment of Hf'venue (Land Eevenue) 
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be pleased to state whether the raiyatwari settlements of arable lands 
in the Sunderbaiis are made in i>eri)etiiity ? If not, ^^enerally for 
what period are such leases fi^ranted ? ^ 

(h) Can occupancy right accrue in these lands? 

. (^) ft fftct that the raiyat enjoys no right to transfer freely 

his holding or even a part of his holding? 

(d) What is the prevailing rate of rent at which such settlements are 
made? 

(e) What is the estimated gross produce of a bigha of land comprised 
in such a settlement ? 

(/) What is the maximum quantity of land for which such lease is 
granted ? 

(.(/) I‘^ it ft fact that a raiyat is not allowed to acquire more than 
a hundred bighas of land even by way of transfer? 

(h) In what resj)ects do such raiyats under the Government* enjov 
bettei' rights than those under private landlords? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

{(i) Seithunents of the land are practically made in ]>oi>etuily, subject 
to cerlain conditions and to revision of rent usually after a ptuiod of 
15 years. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) A free right of transfer is not recc^gnised. 

(d) No rent is cdiarged for the first three years of setthunent. 'Mie 

su])se(juent rent is fixed aft(*r considerjvtion of tin* economic circum- 
stances. 

(c) The information is not available. 

(/) The maximum area of an original grant is limited te 75 bighas. 
(o) Yes., 

(h) The raiyat under the Government enjoys better rights than 
those under ])rivate landlords in the following resj)ects: — 

(/) No abwabs are levied and strict su]>ervision is maintained over 
the collecting sUiff to see that they do not o])])ress the 
tenants. 

(2) The raiyatwari settlement prevents the intervention of middle- 
men who profit at the ex]K*nse of tfie actual cultivators. 

(.7) No salatni is charged when land is first granted or where* 
transfers are ninde vdth the i)ermission of the Collector. 

(4) Government maintain the outer embankment at their own 
exjxjuse. 


Kanohrapara Jail building. 

107. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Babadur; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Deiwrtraent of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
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to state the total cost of the Jail huildinj^s constructed at Kanchrujiara 
and the cost of their electric fittings? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Menil>er he pleased to state whether the 
building is at present occupied? 

(r) If not, how does he proj>ose utilising it? 

(d) Arc the Governnient considering the desirability of handing it 
over to some charitable or educational institution or of leasing it out or* 
selling it off outright? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The exivuditure up to end 
of May, 1922, was Ks. 1,5*5, 145. No ex|H*nditure has lH*en iinuirred on 
electric fittings. • 

(h) It is not occupied at present. 

(c) and {d) The question of its utilisation is under the consideration 
of (Government. 


Method of recruitment for the Department of Registration and for the 
subordinate police service. 

108. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon ble the 

Member in cluu’ge of the lh>li<*e Depaitment he plcast'd to slate th(» 
method of reciuitment for the Departimuit of Registration and for the 
subordinate |>olice service duiing the juesent >i‘ar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The luethod of recruitment 
is the same as in previous years. 


Applications of Zamindars for certificate ’’ powm. 

109. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Will the llon hle the 
Mmnher in charge of the Department of Ibnmiue ( ljund H(*venm*) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statementj showing, umhu- the following 
heads, the number of a])[dieatioys that have been made by zamindars 
or landholders praying tor “ (*ertifieate jKiweis (powders under tin* 
Public Demands Itecovery Act) for th(' nailisation of rent from their 
tenants : — 

(i) the number of applications rnadg during the last 12 months, 
showing also number of such applications as have lieon 
recommended by the district authorities, and the nuinlH*r of 
applications granted by the (Government; 

(tV) the average numlier of snch applications during the previous 
five years; also showing the average number of sucdi apfdica- 
tions as were recommended by the district authorities and 
such as were granted by (Government; and 
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(Hi) the principle on which the recommendations were ^ipenerally 
made — 

(I) during? the last 12 months; 

(II) during? the five previous years V 

(h) Have there been any applications made during the last 12 months, 
alle^^in^? the non-co-operation movement as a grouinh for obtaining the 
“ certificate ” powers? If so, how many? 

(c) Have tlie district authorities, before recommending any of tlie 
applications, made irujuiries into these applications and satisfied them- 
selves that the grounds shown were correct and were not likely to be a 
source of oppression on the tenants? ♦ 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) A statement is placed on the table. 

(h) Yes ; 12 ap])lications. 

{<-) No application is granted ])y Government unless they are satis- 
fied that there are good grounds and that it is not likely to bo a source 
of oj)pression on the tenants. 

Slatement referred to in the reply to uiistarred quest ooi No, 109, shotinuf/ 
the numhev of applieaCions made hy zamindarn or landholders pray- 
ing fn' rerlijicate powers (powers under the Puhhc Demands Recovery 
Act) for the realisation of rent from their tenants. 

(i) Nuinlicr of applicati()n^ iiiaile during I.S. 
tlie lust twelve nnuitliH. 

Nuuil>orof applications rccomiiiendod 9. 
by District authoriticB. 

Number of applicatioiiH granted by No applicaiion baw bren grante«l hh yet. 
Governinont. 

(it) Average number of applieationR 3‘2. 
during the previims five years. 

Average number of applications re- I’C. 
corniiKinded by District autbor- 
itics. 

Average number of applications 1*4. 
granted by Government. 

(ill) PrincipleH on which rocominVnda- 
tions were generally made: — 

(1) during tbe last 12 months The appliontlons wore recommended to save 

from ruin landlords, who, on account of 
the concerted action of their tenants 
found it impossible to realise their rents 
^ and the ordinary law for realisation of 

rent did not meet the aituatioo sufii- 
ciently. 
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(II) ilurinc: the five previous Eftch case was dealt with on its own nierita. 
years. The application of the lUja of Mahinadal 

ill dintnet Miiinapore Mas reconinioiided 
in view of the iinptirtanc^ of the estate, 
the pnldie ‘.pirit displayed hy the land- 
lord and the ^ood relations which the 
estate had nlvvaxs maintained with its 
tenants prior to tlie present trouhle. 
The application of one estate in Myinon; 
siogli was recoiniiiendfd witli a vieu to 
save an old losai from utter ruin. 

The ease tif two other estateH, one in 
Malda and the other in Dacca, was re- 
commoiidod, liecanso a portion of each 
cBtate was under the niana;.'enient of the 
Court ol Wards aiul as such onjoyeil tlie 
henefits of the corlificato procedure and 
it was necossary to extend the conces- 
sion to the remaining portions of the 
two estatcK to inulic the condition of 
thifi'is similar in tlie »li(Tercnt portions of 
those estates. 


Control of the Finance Department over the schemes of the Reserved 
and Transferred Departments. 

110. Babu IKDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will iho TTon bK tho 

MeinlM'r in cluiiTri' of tin* J)(‘|)arfmnni of l''iiiiinn‘ Ik* pltMisod to Htiitc} 
what rontnil, if any, the l''in{Ui(o Dopartinniit nxnrci.Hns on — 

(?) schenu's of tbo lloservod DnpartiiientH ; 

(ii) schemos of the TniTi.sferrecl Departments? 

(h) Is it possible, under the existing rules, for (he Fiimnee T)e]>art- 
meiit to .scrutinise or reject any scheme ajiproved by any Minister? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the 
Hon’bla Sir John Kerr): in) I'jie memlmi is referred to Itules d7 — 45 
of the Devolution llules, in wliieh the iunetions and [Kiwers of the 
Finance Department in res|)eet of exiMuiditure are defined. Tliere is no 
distinction between the Iteseived and Transferred l>(*i)artmentH in regard 
to this matter. 

• 

(h) It is the duty of the Finance Department to scrutinise all 
proposals involving exi)enditurc whether on the reserved or on the 
transferred side. The Finance Dejiartment is not empowered to over- 
rule the Member or Minister in charge of any other dei>artment, but 
it may under Rule 44 require such department to submit any matter, 
on which the Finance Department is required to advise or report, to 
the Governor for the orders of the local Oovemnnmt, 
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111. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in chai^fe of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the under-trial prisoners are chained round their 
waists when taken out for any work ? 

(h) If HO, are the Government considering- the desirability of dis- 
continuin^'- the juactice or makin^»- some distim-tion in the matter accord- 
ing to the nature of tlie offences with which they are charged F 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The answer is in the 
negative. 

(/>) The (luestion does not arise. 


Protection of the water-tanks on the Eastern Bengal Railway and 
steamer ghat stations from pollution. 

112. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (.0 Is the Dou’ble the Minister 
in charge of tlic J)e])aiinieiit of J*ubli(i Works aware that in many 
stations of I In* Eastern ftengal Railway the coolies wash their bodies by 
dip|>iiig their napkins in the re.servoirs lor drinking water and that 
tTi(‘ confectionary sellers in tliose stations and tlie khalasis of the 
pass(‘Tiger steftiners of the ,loint Steamer Eoinjianies take out water from 
the o|H'nin^» at the to]> of the reservoirs for drinking water by dipping 
the biK'kets into them without washing the latter F 

(//) Are the Government considering the desirability of moving the 
Eastern Bengal Railway and the Joint Steamer Companies to protect 
the reservoi.s for drinking water from contamination by keeping the 
oiHMiing at the top under lock and keyF 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur); (a) 

Government have no information. 

(h) JJie allegations will be brought to the notice of the authorities 
concerned. 


Work of the Muhammadan fasting prisoners in the Alipore Central Jail. 

113. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN; (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Dejmrtment of Revenue (Jails) aware that 
siHJcial class prisoners in the Run jab Jails were not required to work 
between 12 noon and 2 r.M. during the summer months F 
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(h) Is the Hon ble the MenilH*r aware that snocial class prisoners in 
the Alijjore Central Jail were not re<jiiire(l to do any work during those 
hours until very recently? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Meinla*]’ ])e jdeased h) state the date 
on which, and the circuinstances under which, such prisoners were made 
to work ? 

(d) Is it a fact that all s|)ecial class j>!ison(‘rs, including Huhain-* 
inadan fasting i>ris()ners, in the AliiH)re (Vntial Jail w(‘re made to work 
during the month of Rnmznn ? 

(c) Tf so, will the Government he pleased to lay on the table a list 
containing : — 

(7) the names of the j>risoners; and 

( 77 ) the nature of work assigned to each? 

Th« Hon*bl6 Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM : {a) Government have no 
information, 

(h) and (r) SfXM'ial class prisomus ar(‘ not r(‘((uired to work betwiauj 
lO-dO A.M. and l-dO i‘.M. during the summer s<‘ason as laid down in ruh* 
7T4 of the Jail (Vide. 

(d) and (c) V es. Lists 1 and II showing tin* namt's and the natuH^ 
ot wojk allotted to sjhmiuI class and oidinarv ]>risoners, who observed 
Ramzan, icsiH*cti\?Iy, ai‘(‘ placed on th(‘ table. 


List I 

Shawm (f the sprruti class /fn.unirrs n ho oltscrvcd “ Ramzam ” and 
the nature of vu/rk alUftted 1<f thrm, referred (a in the reply to 
unstarred (/uestton l\o. JR] (d) atal (e). 

Ricss irufk, VIZ , envi l(pjw-makiiaj, rtc,— 

1. Waztsl Ah Kliaii Paiaa*. 

2. Moulvm Al)ul Kalaiy Azad. 

3. Moiilvio Akrain Kliaii. 

4. Moulvie Majdiar Italiaiiian. 

5. Moulviti Nazir Ahanied. 

(3. Moulvie Abdul Karim. 

7. Haji Abdul Haabid Kbari. 

H. Moulvie ShamHuddin Ahanied. 

9. Sy#d Jallauddiii Hansen, 
in. Moulvie Abdul Ilouf. 

II. Peer Hadslia Mia. 

12 Jaynal AlK»din. 

IJ. Moulvie Afsaruddin. 

1 i. Moulvie Johurali Ahamed. 

15. Abdul Hahm. 

16. Abdul Kuddas. 
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17. Hakim Saider liahaman. 

18. Moulvie Shaique Ahamed Osmaui. 

19. Mabamed Oaman. 

20. Maliamed Taha. 

21. Mahamed Hashim. 

22. liakliarali. 

23. Noor MnhnmtKl. 

24. Abul Alam. 

25. WhhiI 

26. Ikiuuddi Mai. 

A.Jl.— Five pnsonerH have been rel -nst'd hitue then. 


List II 

ShowiJi(j the ordnuirif prisoners who observed “ Rainzam. and *thc 



nature of work allotted to them. 

rork — 

71I8A. 

Hk. Amnnath. 

1()()13A. 

Fazar Bk. 

18265 A. 

Bhakhiuddiri Dhali. 

]2(66A. 

Fakir Maharned. 

33 10 A. 

ONiiiati laiskar. 

561 2A. 

Paehai Mollah. 

2011 A. 

Hajuhali Bk. 

31 13 A. 

Asmatali. 

13()75A. 

Raliimbox. 

13075 A. 

KhurHhedali ( released) . 

15921 A. 

Ahdul .\shaii Nashkai (leleast'O) 

7115A. 

Bahed Akunji. 

8I5A. 

XaltK) Bk. 

:Mo3A 

Kalaehaiul Malliek. 

4052A 

Kafiliuldi vSk. 

19311 A 

Insan Bk, 

1991 lA. 

Moiila Teiidal. 

2535H. 

llaieni Bk. 

1732 A. 

Ainir Ho.ss<‘in. 

5229 A. 

Bk. Kehhat. 


Farzan Mniidal. 

5102A. 

Wahed lUix. 

5432 A. 

Akkns Gazi. 

6983A. 

Ahoo Sk. 

7421A. 

Abbas Kazi. 

2226A. 

Tazoo Mondnl. 

30C7A. 

Sabir Mahalader. 

7457A. 

Palan Sk. 

3152A. 

Kaiiiinuddin Mollah. 

ir^lOA. 

Tamijuddin Moiidal. 

803A. 

Montaz Munshi. 

7420A. 

Shitabdi Gazi. 

3145A. 

Al)dul Hamid. 
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3433A. 

Montiisiiddin. 

73inn. 

Sk. Ishaquo. 

G989A. 

Bali Sk. 

5922 A. 

Sk. Clinmnri. 

12151A. 

Bonnli Sk. 

3(349H. 

Nad^'rali. 

7173H. 

Sk. Bostain. 

7131U. 

Aiiiaddin Biswas. 

70;WB. 

Hamid Sk. 

42t)7B. 

Moslem Mollali. 

376(iH 

Molio.sain Mollah. 

()9S2B. 

Jabhai Sk. 

49H(iA. 

Hallman Moridul. 

4132H. 

Eiahar Haidar. 

3()27B 

llJirifali Klian. 

3(J.')(in. 

.liiiatullaii. 

3708n. 

Kobhad Sk. 

10259 A. 

Basiruddi Haidar. 

314 lA. 

(laijuddi. 

2870 A. 

Tamijiiddi Mollah. 

3();i(iA. 

Fulsarif. 

5445 A. 

Moiiamiiiad. 

13 12 A. 

Moharak Sk. 

31 n A. 

Moliaiiiinad. 

40I1A. 

l^marali. 

4977A. 

Diniar Sk. 

39 13 A. 

•Jonulmli 

3(k17A. 

dhlasimuddi. 

8I2A. 

B(>iu)(h> Mollah. 

7(H)H 

Kaloo Sk. 

17(»1M). 

Sk. 5'uimK. 

3127. 

Sk. daluHlali Ita^ha 

7015. 

Khraliini Sk. 

450.3. 

.lanioo Sk. 

0950. 

Umarali. 

0.399 

Daoiri Sk. 

7220 

Etbar Baddi. 

30f>8. 

PancluM) Sikdhar. 

7019. 

Yak(K>h Sk. 

5187. 

Nasiiiiuddin Khuii. 

7582. 

Ahodali Khan. 

2800 A. 

AIkIuI Kliah'q. 

1S,307A. 

.Akramali Pandit. 

raiA. 

Mandar Fakir. 

1.58 A. 

Kharjtxjn Sk. 

2(M5A. 

Gaharali. 

3771A. 

Sushi Mohana. 

3057 A. 

Mohar Mollah. 

28# WA. 

Gam Mollah. 

4.‘i85A. 

Monjan Bk. 

50.55 A. 

Ahdul Sovan Sardar, 

7524. 

Ekkana Sardar. 

2042 A. 

Ainiiiuddi Fakir. 

4982. 

Kasimuddi. 

7014. 

Felu Sk. 
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7070. Muqshed. 

3^i50. Sk. Nuru. 

6051. UzirBk. 

281 2A. KlioKiruddi. 

2298. Bk. Idu. 

2020A. Mafez. 

71.1611. Kadu Oani. 

5.56111. Abdul Taber. 

699811. tiabedali Bk. 

64.1411. Bk. Kasaein. 

291711. Muiisbi Daral) Kban 
21 7211. Manu Bk. 

697711. Ibrabim Bk. 

64s;ill. Imam Bk. 

660811. Fakir Md. 


1071111. 

Asjrarali Bk. 

450111. 

doiiab Bk. 

148()8I1. 

Kasseiiiali Bk. 

712111. 

Babdar Bk. 

25I2I1. 

Inminali K:izi. 

1808611. 

Abdul Halmiaii. 

280811. 

Buuarmuldi. 

202811. 

.labbarali. 

•198111. 

Abdul Hamid. 

585011. 

Kjid Mallick. 

582211 

Haiaiial llasid. 

•117811. 

Ismail Munsbi. 

•171811. 

Abdul (lam. 

1978A. 

Abdul Bamed. 

18209 A 

J’ura Kban. 

2080A. 

Tajetnali. 

■I510A. 

Ismail Baodagar. 

201711. 

Mominuddiii. 

1820811. 

Alaf (ilazi. 


696611. Mcdiaiiiiuadali. 

17 1811, Abdul (lam. 
•117811. Ismail Mmi.sbi, 
610211. Kaliiiiuddi. 
;1157I1. Faijuddi. 

202711. Arabali. 

707)611, Bobrati. 

2-101I1. Kancbari Bk. 
1115911. Yakoob. 

2182A. Abdul Aziz. 
8611A, Clu*ra^j:ali. 

18978A. Ismail Bk. 

711 lA. Mujam Sarda.'. 
20.‘18A. Abdul Cbaiikidar. 
7065 A. linnnali Moiidal. 
4868 A. Afjnl Kban. 
1918A. Jenatiillab Sk. 
3643A. Sonainiiddi Sk. 
2091 A. (lolam Hakim. 
1518.5.\. Taribullah Sk. 
7457A. Abdul Malek. 
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dl83B. 

Mftdul Hawakkr. 

2516B. 

Badla Sardar. 

3033. 

Mafexuddi Molla. 

7425B 

Manik Sardar. 

3634B. 

Tomeauddi Sardar. 

4973. 

Bhagui Saikh. 

6887B. 

Denatulla Baikh. 

d950B. 

Abdul Saikh. 

19036B. 

Tomesuddi Saikh. 

4131B. 

Meher Haidar. 

2898B. 

Badal Fakir. 

12746B. 

Ali Khan. 

3337A. 

Saikh Boiaiman. 

7()55A 

Klinikli Bliola. 

3334A. 

Srfan Molla. 

7342A. 

Nur Md. 

4479 A. 

Abdul Gafur. 

17273 A. 

Badslia Miuh. 

19038A. 

Naimuddin Biswas 

19144A. 

Ahad Saikh. 

4c579A. 

Hatein Saikh. 

4673 A. 

Abdul Ralminan. 

4636A. 

Jonabali Biswas. 

4472A. 

Momrej Saikh. 

4188A. 

Rinzuddin Saikh. 

4048A. 

Zigir Saikh. 

4006 A. 

Ismail Dobashi. 

3t47A. 

Md. Ismail. 

2903ftA. ^ 

* Fa the Mahamad MolU 

4, 509 A. 

Nnsim Saikh. 

4822A. 

Said Hossain. 

3236 A. 

Abdul Raaak. 

5746 A. 

Seraz Saikh. 

loasoB. 

Kliak Saikh. 

4415A. 

Sahadat Miah. 

15ia5B. 

Jamir Saikh 

7026B. 

Abdul Mijit. 

Cooks — 

6474A. 

Yasin Shaik. 

3287 A. 

Sevan Shaik. 

6832 A. 

Shaik Mudi. 

6972A. 

C3iedi Khan. 

5935 A. 

Raharnat Sha. 

6366A. 

Sk. Barka. 

6633A. 

Sk. Rexak. 

6631A. 

Sk. Ibrahim. 

Biee-cleaning— 

1977()U. 

Da in Molla. 

M80B. 

Naimuddi Sardar 

S390B. 

Abdul MolU. 

7787B. 

Kafitiddin Chowc 

6744B. 

8k. Abdul Rahaman. 
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L il-grinding—- 


7314B. 

Bainuddi Naskar. 

6306B. 

Khalumddin. 

3625B. 

Malai. 

1056B. 

Dedar Bux. 

CoW‘Shed— 

2508A. 

Nazim Sikdar. 

4054A. 

Dorabali Goladar. 

2089A. 

Bairamuddin. 

6119A. 

Intaz Khan. 

Wcdl guard— 

4077A. 

Mominuddin. 

17257 A 

Asmara )i 

3099A. 

Sultan Molla. 

3136 A. 

Kkramali Sardar. 

Night watchman-' 


7133A. 

Kboda Bux. 

7695 A. 

Sk. Kaloo. 

Convict overseer — 

6445 A. 

Aftnbuddin. 

333GA. 

Ismail Fakir. 


Jute teasing— 

Sk. Mogal. 

Night watthmnn — 

Dorai Ali. 

Jute teasing— 

aSHOA. Abdul Rattar. 

32221$. Nazir Abaiiiad 

Night walfhinan — 

(>{HA. Moiidal. 

Jute teasing — 

8k. Nohal. 

17436U. Faijuddiii. 

Iniamuddin Shaik. 
Kachimuddin Naskar 
Bhaik Chnmaru. 
Rabaruddin Molla. 

Rk. Sashi. 
Kaiuaruddn Kban. 
Abdul Hai. 

8k. Babu. 

tnshiv t'aUoa— 

5146A. Arman Miah. 

6199A. Sk. Abdul Oafur. 
640B. Sk. Mafizuddi. 
7096B. Sk. Ahaniad. 
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6635A. 

im.i 

4d66A. 

Outside work— 
741on. 
19280A. 
5326 A. 
800B. 
V236H. 
eP54n. 
75a3B. 
795A. 
7652B. 
t7U8. 
4792A. 
6969B. 


Bk. MAnnu. 

Dina Sardar. 

Bibt All 

Said Abdul Gaffur. 


Sukur Shaik. 
Abdul Gani. 
Abdul Mollii. 

Sk. Rustam. 

Mir Aaij. 

Ibrahim Molla. 
Ha*i Habil. 
Bahadur Surdur. 
«k. Yasin. 
Kowsar Ali. 
Rahniatulla. 
Ismail Shaik. 


Undei'frial jninoners — 

Sbabcdali. 

Ali Mahaniad 
Sk. Siddik. 

8k. Karim. 

Dilbahar Gain, 

Sk Habib Ochiimiddin Molla 
Md. A lam. 

Ahamad Khan. 

Sonabiit Khan. 

Miah Klian. 

Oavi Fakir. 

Cliot Khan. 

Bolaiman. 

Rajaulhih. 

Maharuddi. 


NoiMuftivation of certain loi¥«iying localities in Eastern Bengal 

this year. 

114. Babu BROJEHDRA KI8HORE RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) 

Will the ITon^hle tlu* M(*nil)<»r ii*c'hai^re of tlie Dejmrtineiit of llevenu© 
(Tjand Revenue) lie pleased to state whether he is awiire tliat in those 
localities in Kasteru Bengal which are low-lyiii^; and Huhject to early 
inundation, the eultivators have had little opportunity of carrying on 
sowing operations owing to the lateness df the monsoon this year? 

(b) Have the Government called for any sixHiial reports from the 
revenue officers in such localities as to the condition of the cultivators, 
the extent of the supply of food-stuff s there, and the prices at which 
they are available ? 

^ (c) Is it a fact that scarcity is already beginning to be felt in some 

ui these localities ? 

(d) What steps are Government proposing to take in the matter ? 

36 a 
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The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR if 
BURDWAN: (a) No. The late sowing; of autumn rice has affected 
the crop to some extent, but jute and deep-water ^ddy are doing well. 
(h) There has been no occasion to call for such reports. 

(c) No. 

(d) The question does not arise. 


Expenditure on the Bengal Tenancy Act Committee meeting. 

115. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; (a) Will the Eon’ble 

the -MernlxM- in charge of the Departnierit of Iteve.nue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state the amount which had to be paid by the Government in 
the shaix* of travelling allowance, etc., to the members of the Committee 
and 1o witnesses for the consideration of the Bengal Tenancy* Act, in 
October and November, 1921, and in May, 1922, at Darjeeling? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for not holding the meetings in Calcutta? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of holding the 
meetings in future in Calcutta and not at Darjeeling? 

The Hcii’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Travelling allowance amounting to Rs. 3,100 was 
paid to tlh' members of the Committee for attendance at nine meetings 
in Daijeeling in October, 1921; the |>ayments for attendance at 15 meet- 
ings in Darjeeling in May, 1922, will luobably amount to Rs. 2,900. 
The (\)mmittee has incurred no exi)enditur(‘ on account of witnesses. 

(h) The (^)mmittee was apiminted in August, 1921, and it became 
a]>parent at once that it would l)e ne(’essary to hold a series of continu- 
ous mectiiigs if it was to get through its task within any reasonable 
tinje. It was recognised that it would l>e impossible for the members 
to find time for continuous sittings during the cold weather session of 
the Council, and the majority decided that it would be best to begin 
work in Darjeeling in October, During the nine meetings then held 
the main princijdes on which the Act should be amended were settled. 

A Bill was then framed to give effect to the Committee’s decisions and 
with great difficulty the members managed to hold eight meetings in 
Calcutta during the cold weather to consider the Bill. Little progress 
w as, however, made, and it was evident that there was no prospect of get- 
ting through the Bill within any reasonable time unless a further series 
of meetings were held in Darjeeling during the hot weather; 16 further 
meetings w'ere accordingly held in May, when the consideration' of the 
Bill was completed. The re|X)rt is now l>eing drafted and will, it i»| 
hoi>ed, be laid before the Committee within the next few weeks. 

(c) Government do not propose to interfere with the discretion ol the 
Committee as to the place of its future meetings. 
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Rcaoliitions 

|^|Ml*r the rules for the cNseussion of matters of general puhlie interst). 
Travelling alloivance, salary, etc., to members of Council. 


"The discussion on the travelling* allowance, salary, etc., to iut‘n»l)ers 
of Council was resumed. 

e 

Maulvi SHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI: I fully support the 
resolution of Mr. Dutt, but from wlmt 1 have heard yesterday nig:ht from 
*..the Hon’ble Memln'r I do not consider the mufassal members will 
welcome the pioposal of Mr. Dutt. The Hon’ble Member said yesleidav 
** that it is not desirable that members should travel second elass^^ and 
draw double first class fare.’' If that be the ease, then the mover should 
withdraw his jnesent resolution and bring^ a new one for double second 
class fire instead of single first class fare. I siipjwirt the resolution of 
Mr. Dutt on this understanding that we will travel in the sec’ond class 
and draw single first class fare which is eciuivalent to dinihle second 
class, hut if we are to fedlow the observation of (loveiinpent nuonhers, 
then it would he l)etter to allow the member to draw double fare for 
the class in which he actually travels. 

The resolution of Mr, Forrester no doubt will he* W(de()mi‘(l hv the' 
members. But in order to carry on the present administration we have 
been forced to hawe recourse to fresh taxation. We are drawing a 
large sum c^f money by the present system of our travelling and halting 
allowances, and if the polic y of salary he acnepted, then a large amount 
of public money will he wasted; and when we are^talking of curtailing 
the expenditure of minimising taxation even by i*t*clucing our travcdling 
alowanc'es, we are finding out fresh means for crcMiting it. The amount 
allotted feu travelling allowanc'es for the members is Us. 1, ‘21 ,000. 
If this profw^al is accepted we have to make provision for Ds. 3,45,(100. 

Tiike the members of the District Boards and T^ocal Boards, those 
of this Council had no better idea of receiving any gratification for 
their w-orks when they were* elected, and it is good for the benefit of the 
country that they should stic k tc^tlieir principle. We, the poor Indians, 
cannot accept the principle of other ric h countries. 

The members o1 the Council do not attend the mc^etings regularly 
and if they attend they cannot remain even for the number of days the 
Council goes on with its sittings. They^ometimes attend at the hc^gin- 
ning or at the end of a part session, so they will have to he paid for the 
time when really they do not attend. At present the meml)ers are allowed 
their daily allowanc'es according to their halt at Calcutta and they do not 
get any allcw^ances when they remain at home during session or out of 
aession, but if the salaiy system he adopted, then the Government will 
have to pay them for the time they remain at home during the session or 
out of session. If the mover has brought this resolution, tor the good 
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of the- Calcutta meinljera, then I think he .ought to have moved for 

daily allowances for the number of days they work in the Council. 

With these remarks, I oppose this resolution. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: We are thankful 

indeed to Mr. A. C. Dutt for raovinpr liis resolution alK)ut the reduction 
^of travelling? allowance and limiting it to single first class. I agree 
with him that the majority of the members, specially muiassal mem- 
bers, object to it for obvious reasons. The saving that is effected in 
travelling lower class is si)ent on other things which help mufassal 
members to maintain tlieir dignity and comforts. Resides, one has got*' 
to consider that mufassal members have wives and children, assistants 
and servants. They can utilise the extra first class to defray the cost 
of their travelling to and from Calcutta. Besides, Rs. 10 per diem is 
not enough to pay for decent board and lodging. They are not accus- 
tomed to live in hotels where you can engage a room by the day or the 
week or the montli. They also need gharry and taxi expenses when they 
are in town. It is very fine for a Calcutta barrister or a Calcutta land- 
lord to say 'that mufassal meinliei s make a good deal out of their travel- 
ling allowance. He knows fully well that attending Council after 
3 r.M. does not affe<‘t his business very much nor d(K\s it entail the same 
sacrifices as a mufassal member, pleader or a merchant is called 
uiKin to do. A mufassal member has to be abs(*iit from bis business for 
long periods in Calcutta during Council sessions. Another important 
factor Is that a ('ouncil barrister gets plenty of advcrtispnient by his 

Council orations being published in the pajx^rs. I opixise Mr. Ihitt^s 

resolution. 

As for Mr. Campbell Forrester’s restdution which he has moved very 
eloquently with convincing facts and figures, I accord it my whole- 
hearted support. There is no one in the Council, with any idea of the 

world’s parliamentary institutions, who can object to the principle 
involved in Mr. Forrester’s proposal. 

The i^rincijile of payment to the people’s parliamentary representa- 
tives has l>een accepted all over the world. It has lieen recognised to 
he one of the best means to get the best type of meml)er8. England 
alone refused to follow suit until 1911, although Mr. Gladstone had 
pressed for it in Parliament more than once. It was the Labour party, 
with Mr. Ramsay Macdonald ns Chairman, that brought pressure on 
the Asquith Ministry after the scandalous judgment by the House of 
Ix>rds in its judicial capacity known as the Osborne judgment. The 
Law T^ords, at the instigation of capitalists, declared as illegal all pay- 
ments to Labour members in Parliament and also election expenses by 
British Trade Pnions, There was a general election and as soon os the 
Liberal party came into power, Mr. Lloyd George, the then Chancellor 
of the ExchfHiuer, moved the resolution which led to the sanction of n 
payment of $400 a year. 
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have net heard a single strong argunient by non-offieial members 
tUw very modest proposal of Mr. Forrester. Tlie trend of all 
pK^Btical agitation in our country by the old uiid the new ('ongress shows 
we want complete demw‘racy to rule the aifairs of this country; we 
eauiiot possibly tolerate that this Council should l)e the monopoly of 
men of means and jK)wer. We cannot possibly tolerate a majority 
of mombers who depend on unearned incomes — 1 mean zamindars and • 
bankers; besides, there are well-to-do professional men. 

What is the demand involved in this resolution P It is practically 
a demand from the democracy, which is labouring under a good many 
ills that legislation alone can remedy, and the ih*oi)1c must have a elioii'e 
of doctors — an unlimited rlioi(‘e of doctors — to cure those ills. Il is all 
veiy fine to talk alwut gratuitous serviees for the country. Members of 
the Army, Civil Service, Judiciary, receive payments and serve their 
country jivell indeed. Is the professional soldier who fights and dies for 
his country less patriotic than a volunteer!^ He is luobably a better 
soldier than a volunteer. Are not Judges paid for administering law? 
Why should the service of those who make the laws in (\)uncil he gratui- 
tous? A Councillor, wlio is devoted to his duty conscicuitiously, is not 
less hard-worked than a High Court Judge who gets a long vnc’ution. 
Sooner or later our (\miicil business is bound to expand and we will 
have to spend as many days in the Council as they do in Parlia- 
ment. The gratuitous service has been to some extent a euise to the 
country in the ])ast*and even now we apprtH'iate it because ( f its past 
tradition. If 1 find an Indian ascetic charges money for medicine for 
an incurable disease, is he ccuisidered no good? If he docs it gratis, 
we fall, on his feet and consider him great. The missionaries and the 
members of the Salvation Army get paid for thtdr noble work. Is this 
work less noble because it is paid for? I think not. I i>ass on to the 
arguments advanced by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson. He^ says that 
this demand is likely to extend to members of local and miinicii>al 
bodies. The answer is that members of the General ('ommittoe of the 
Calcutta Cori>oration, as well as Port Commissioners, get good fees vary- 
ing frdftn Rs. 20 to Rs. 02. 

The work in the municipality and our local bodies is nothing like as 
absorbing as the work of a member of Council if he does his work pro- 
perly. I for one have taken an absorbing interest in my subject of 
labour, bought and read many a book, travelled hundreds of miles to get 
a real grasp of all the problems affecting Indian labour, and I dare 
say that .most of my colleagues have done more and are doing more 
than I do.# 

Take an Honorary Magistrate. Do you think the quality of hLs 
woriris extra good? I do not think so. The clerk does the most of the 
work. I give you my personal experience before a Calcutta Bench wliich 
I had to attend as a defendant in an S.P.C.A. case. A pm>r vendor 
was prosecuted for selling fruits or that kind of thing on the footpath. 
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The Wrned Magistrate asked what he had to aay, but before he uttered 
a tfinjfle word in defence the Bench clerk shouted Do ropya ’* i.e.* a^e 
of Rs. 2, and the constable pulled him out of the dock. Who does the 
most work in a British municipality? The town clerk on £1,000 oy 
so a year. So does the paid Vice-Chairman or Deputy-Chairman of 
our municipality. I am sure Mr. Mallik, the patriotic Chairman ol 
the Calcutta Coiporation, will appreciate my remarks. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson’s second point is that it was wrong to vote ourselves 
moneys without a mandate from our constituencies. My answer is 
that we do not need a mandate in this case. The electorate has trusted 
most of us with disbursement of 10 or 11 crores of rupees — surely they 
can trust in our integrity to vote for ourselves an extra sum of * Rs. 2 
lakhs, less than one-twentieth or one per cent, of our revenue. I quote 
what Mr. Arthur Lee, m.p., and an ex-Minister of the Navy, said in 
opposing Mr. Lloyd George’s resolution for payment in 1911. He 
said : — 

“ I contend the Government cannot in any shape or form claim that they have 
a mandate and I entirely deny that the country has given any sanction either expli- 
citly or tacitly to the proposal brought by the Government. 

Yet the resolution of Mr. Llyod George was carried by a tremendous 
majority. The Hou’ble Mr. Stephenson’.s third point was that a proposal 
of this kind lowers the morality of a legislative body. I maintain, 
Sir, that it is just the other way al)out. I desire i)aymeut to members 
because I maintain that this Council, with new functions, wide field 
of operations, increased nearness to the lives of the common people, 
ought to come here free from all anxieties. Besides, the party system, 
with its degradation is swm going to he introduced here. In fact it 
is already in Delhi and there is a germ of it in Calcutta as well, and I 
have no doubt that secret and party funds will be soon available for 
party purjwses and members will have to vote according to the bidding 
of the party that finds the funds. Payment to members will undoubt- 
edly make this kind of thing difficult. ^ 

The Hou’ble Mr. Stephenson’s fourth point is that it will encour- 
age professional polificians. Surely Rs. 3,000 a y^ear, out of which 
to provide travelling and halting charges, is not a great inducement 
to attract men to the Council. 

I therefore urge the meml)er8 not to refuse to vote for Mr. Forrester^ s 
resolution on the bogey of gratitous services. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHAtiORA MITRA BaKadur: In discussing the 
resolution of Mr. Dutt, it is necessary to note that he wishes the will 
of the House to be imposed upon. How, and to what extent, this is 
to be done is a matter for consideration. We must look to the con- 
venience and comfort of the members, especially the mufassal mem- 
bers, who attend the Council. If a Calcutta member comes forward and 
says that sacrifice ought to be the order of the day and the metnbeif 
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iitay IB Chittag^ing, Tippera, Comilia, RajBha]ii would cgnia foiv 
to attend the Council without receipt of proi)er travelling expeii- 
I con see very well that the atteiulanoe of this Council would be a 
one. .The strength of this Council is the niufassal members, 
(look, Sir, the way in which you had adjourned the Council from time 
to time for want of a quorum. We, the mufassal inemlHM's, come here 
at a great personal sacrifice, inconvenience and discomfort simply for 
the sake of serving our country^ and nothing more than that. Well, 
Sir, so far as I am concerned, I am ready to forego all these, but here 
I am speaking on behalf of*^y mufassal friends, and on their liehalf I 
say that the travelling allowances should not be reduced as suggested 
by Mr. Dutt. The practice which was in vogue in the days of the old 
Council, and the practice which is being obsen^ed now should not, in 
my opinion, be departefl from. The question is a simple one and we 
must take a practical view of the matter. Therefore, my submission 
to the Council is, ** l^et things go on as they were.’' 

If in the name of patriotism and self-sacrifi(’e our constituencies are 
told by the Calcutta meinl)er8 that travelling exi>en8eH should !>e 
reduced, we, also, in the name of patriotism and self-sacrifice, say to ouf 
constituencies that we do, to the best of our ability, and at a gieat 
personal sacrifice, whatever we can to serve their interests and they 
may reasonably exi)ect our interests should be etjually looked to. Per- 
sonally, I submit myself to the decision of the House — T am ready to 
make sacrifices Vhich my Calcutta friend, Mr. Dutt, wishes me to 
make. 

As regards Mr. Campbell Forrester’s resolulkni, I submit that it is 
a very reasonable suggestion, but in view of the financial condition of 
the province, I am afraid 1 am unable to supiK>rt it at present. Mr. 
Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri is of ojunion that tlie gratuitous 
service has been to some extent a curse to the country in the jmst. But 
it is not so. In onr country, responsible works of public utility suob 
as of Honorary Magistrates, Chairmen of locaJ and distric^t boards, 
municipalities, etc., are voluntarily taken upsend creditably performed 
by men of patriotic feelings without any i)ecuniary benefit to them- 
jielves and at a sacrifice of personal interest. Therefore, in my opinion, 
it is a very dark and limited view of things as Mr. Chaudhuri is led to 
believe that honorary work is of no value. I wish Mr. Chaudhuri to 
go back to his borne at Chandernagore and lake up some honorary work. 
If he does take it up he will educate* himself to it and not look for 
money because I know he is a patriot. Honorary work is a pleasure to 
those who have patriotic feelings in them, and I appeal to the House 
to consider whether Mr. Chaudhuri is right in holding that jMty- 
ment in money is the criterion of good work. The principle appears 
repugnant to me, and we should sacrifice ourselves, sacrifice our money 
and devote ourselves in the service of our motherland. 
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Beffije I resume my seat, I ag:ain repeat once more, let thinge 
continue on so far a« to the rate of the travelling expenses and that it 
should not be reduced. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I consider it my duty to oppose 
the resolutions standing in the names of Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt and 
Mr. J. Camjjbell IVurester. The movers of tliese resolutions may have 
iliy Hympath\j, but cannot have my su])fK>rt. I j^rsonally feel that 
the dignity of the j)OHitioii of the memlHjrs of this Council demands 
that they should travcd first class, although I am aware there are some 
members who do not feel (^omfoHable there. Mr. Stephenson has 
already said that double fares are allowed to cover the incidental expen- 
ses and one fare will hard hit the honest mufassul man. What I do 
object to is tiie ohjectionahle practice of submitting a travelling 
allowance hill which is far from the truth. I know some members, 
who do not feel any hesitation in travelling in fhe lower classes and 
submitting a hill for the higher. This, I should say, is definitely a 
corrupt practice and tlie colleagues of those members do feel ashamed 
jof them. If any inemhor chooses to travel third class, I havo no 
quarrel with him, hut let him he truthful and honest and not cheat the 
Government and through them their own brethren, the taxpayers of this 
country. 

The resolution of Mr. J. Campholl Forrester has a candour which 
is not only its redeeming feature, hut is refreshing fiwm several points 
of view. Bnt T am sorry I cannot hut opi^ose his resolution too. My 
first and foremost reason is that it wdll bring those members of the 
Council w'ho oidinaril> stay at (’ulentta, like my luimhle self, into con- 
tempt and covert ridicule not only from the people of their own consti- 
tuencies, but also from their friends and w^ell-wishers here. It has 
been given out in the puhlie press that we are out for loot and nothing 
but loot, and however much we may not like those remarks, the public 
will associate private gain w’ith our connection with this Council. That 
is a jmsition whi(‘h I can hardly tolerate. The second reason is that 
granting that we he(’ome losers pecuniarily owdng to our loss of time 
for such a length of time, it is o]>on to the individual meml)er, who seeks 
election, to relimiuish his offic e in favour of some one who can afford te 
occupy the office without casting sidelong glances tow^ards the public 
exchequer. 

The third reason is that the w^ord salary ” has got a stink which is 
not present in the word allowance ” and I believe none of the mem- 
bers here w'oiild like the idea of being a salaried serv^ant of the State as 
I am unable to dissociate the two words “salary and “servant'* from 
one another. And it wdll l>e a legal question to dec ide whether by accept- 
ing a salary we, the ele(’ted members of this Council, are not likely to get 
automatically disqualified from holding our seats, as the rules "under, the 
Government India Act which disqualify officials from getting elected 
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B| lidt quite clear and unambifruous from this point of view to a layman 
pl^ myaelf . 

; ^fMy last |)oint is that it will double the exjvnses of the Government 
lr|^ieh the i^eople of this country cannot afford any loiiffer, esjieoially at 
a time when the Government, accepting the populai- view, is out for 
retrenchment in all directions, 

Mr. 0. C. CHOSE;! rise to offer my cordial and enthusiastic support 
to the resolution which has l)een moved by my friend, Mr. iVjoy (^bunder 
Dutt. His proposal, to my mind, is an acid test of our sincerity rt'jfard- 
ing the questioji of retrenchment in public expenditure. Hetreneh- 
ment, as has been jointed out by Mr. Dutt in his speech, has Ihmui our 
unceasing baltli'-crv siiic(‘ this (\>uncil has come into existence. Well, 
let us show by onr action that we are prei^ired to practise what we are 
so fond of preaching. (A voice: by holding a higli post.) I do 
not understand tlicse scnsele.ss interrupt Ions. In the matter of 
travelling allowance, there is undouhtedly room for economy and 
curtailment of exix*nditure. Does anyl)ody douht itP What did Bnhu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, a veteran nnifassal member of this Council, 
say? In giving his entliiisiastic* as.sent to the proposal of my iriciul, 
Mr. Dutt, he said that mufas.sal members did not usually travel first 
class in coming to attend the meetings of tin* (^ouncil or in returning 
home, and therefeue the payment of double first class fare was an 
extravagance in (*xp(‘nditurc. Tii the face of this evitlcnce coming from 
so re.spected and so expcricnciHl a mufa.ssal memlx*!*, it is idle to argue 
that we cannot come to a decision with regard t(i this matter without 
the assistance of a committee. We seem to have a mania for com- 
mittees — a eommittee for this, a committee for that and a committee 
for everything. I altogether fail to understand what a committee is 
expected to do with regard to this matter. What is the iwn»stigution, 
what is the research that a committee is exian ted to do before we 
are able to make up our minds with regard to this cpiestion? 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK; Hear, hear. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE; I appreciate the hnidatory cheers from the 
Chairman of the Corjioration. 11 is a well-known fa< t that the |)ay- 
luent of double first class fare to mufassal memWrs is a waste of public 
money, and if aiiylwdy bas any doubts about it, they should bo dis- 
sipated by the responsible statement Vhicli Babu Kisbori Mohan 
Chaudhuri has made in this House 

Now, Sir, I pass on to the somewhat strange proposal of my demo- 
cratic friend, Mr. J, Campbell Fone.ster. He wants salailes to he paid 
to members of Council in order that this Council may come into line with 
other parliamentary assemblies in Europe and America. His argu- 
ment rmuinda me of a passage in one of liord Morley’s Indian speechei^ 
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in whf.^li he exposes the fallacy underlying this kind of reasoningi 
Ijord Morley said; ** You might just as well say that because a fur 
coat in Canada at certain times of the year is a truly comfortable gar- 
ment, llierefore a fur coat in the Deccan is just the sort of garment 
that you would l)e delighted to wear/’ What is the fallacy that 
^underlies my friend’s main argument P It is surely this, that because a 
.policy (fr a principle is true, vital and expe<lient in a certain definite set 
of circumstances, theiefore it must be equally true, vital and expedient 
in a completely different set of circumstances. What sophism can be 
more gross and dangerous than this? Here in Bengal, in the face of 
an acute financial stringency, I might say an all-prevading bankruptcy — 
the Government is bankrupt, the Cor|X)ration is bankrupt, the Univer- 
sity is bankrupt, everybody is bankrupt 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Except the Improvement 
Trust. 

Mr. D. C. CH06E : That too is bankrupt. Ask Mr. Emerson. In the 
face of persistent cries for retrenchment in every direction, in the face 
of the ravages of malaria, in the face of the dire poverty and penury 
of the people, my friend comes forward with the astounding proposal 
that members of this (’ouncil should be jmid salaries for doing (KTasion- 
ally a liHle work for the country, because he thinks that otherwise 

Mr. il. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: My proposal is that the principle 
of payment be accepted. 

Mr. D. Cl CHOSE: He thinks that otherwise the Council will not 
come into line with other i)arliamentary assemblies in Europe and 
America. Well, the argument is so prei)osterou8 that it has only got to 
be stated in order to realize its utter absurdity. Besides, let me tell 
my friend, Mr. Forrester, that the idea of j)ayment for doing the work 
of the (M)untry as honest and independent men is foreign and repulsive 
to Indian sentiment and tradition. I hope, I devoutly hope, w^e shall 
never have in this country the pernidous system of payment of salaries 
to memlnrs of Council. We ought to disdain to accept salaries for doing 
occasionjilly a little work for the countr^\ Our ambition should be to 
sit here ns free men, free representatives of free constituencies, taking 
orders from no one, but stiiving to serve the country to the beet of 
our knowledge and ability. 

liot me now sum up. Eveiy vote in favour of Mr. Campbell Forrester’s 
resolution is a vote that w'ill stultify us altogether, and every vote 
given against Mr. Dutt’s resolution is a vote that will lower us ia the 
estimation of all honest men. 

BMhi 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I must say that I oppose the 
idea of paying a salary or any other suggestion that would go towards 
enhancing the present cost of our Council. It has been sttd that 
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|||Q0aratic Governments are costly all over the world ; but are 4o only 
li^ take the costliness of the democracy P Have democracy firsts and 
t^n you will be entitled to go into all these expenses. Therefore, I 
st^ngly object to this proposal. 

Then comes Mr. Forrester’s suggestion that we must si>end Rs. 2 
laidis more every year. Now Rs. 2 lakhs^ taking into account the 
interest and sinking fund charges, will enable us to l)orrow Rs. 24 
lakhs which could be better si)ent on education, saniintion, and other 
things. The question is: are we going to do that, or are we going to 
fill our own pockets with this additional sum of Rs. 2 lakhs P I there- 
fore think that we ought not to go into this. Then, there is going to 
be a Retrenchment Committee. l<et us see how savings can be 
effected. With all our efforts we have not been able to do much good 
to the country. Why then should we raise the expenditure? We 
are not justified in doing that. That is mv humble submission to my 
brethren. Do not stultify yourselves by doing this, by Irying to put 
some more money into your pockets. 

Then, again, the present cost has already come up to nearly Rs. IJ 
lakhs. This is quite a large sum, and i)eople will naturally want to 
know what we have done to justify this expenditure for coming to the 
Council and going back. With these few observations, I am stmngly 
of opinion that the rules should remain as they are for the present. 
We must wait tijj we gain more experience in the mutter. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: My resolution also asks you to 
wait. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: The position is this-^lhat 
we have got to explain our conduct l>efore the country. Are wo, in the 
present circumstances, justified in putting more money into our 
pockets? So far as the question of travelling allowance gbes, 1 should 
think that one first class fare is quite sufficient. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On the lust (K^cusiou 
when such a motion as Mr, C^pbell Fonestor’s was brought before 
the Council, 1 was the first to opix>se it. On that (x casion the mover 
had to beat a precipitate retreat in the face of the vehement opposition 
that was raised by such a resolution. It seems strange, thtnefore, 
that an attempt should be made to rei)eat it in the lift?-tiine of this 
Council. But we see that there is ifb dearth of boldness in this 
Council when we have got to seiwe our own ends and advance our own 
interests. Shakespeare has very rightly said that the “ smooth-faced 
gentleman tickling commodity ” often sways us in our conduct. 

Now to examine Mr. Campbell Forrester’s motion — well, I under- 
^nd, he has advanced only two arguments of importance. His first 
jKrgxamni is that this practice obtains in the British House of Commons 
and oliK) in many American countries. Well, this practice may obtain 
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from China to Peru, but what of that P Can there be nothing difbreni 
under the Indian sun? Do all exotic plants deserve to be grown on 
the Indian soil ? 

As regards the comparison with the House of Commons, certainly 
I think it is making a bit too much of our position. It reminds us of 
Uhe story of the frog and the ox. Because the frog considers himself as 
much a (luadruped as the ox, should he emulate the ox even at the risk 
of his life? Then Mr. Forrester makes another argument, viz., that it 
is a business proi)osition. It is a business i)ropo8ition indeed, but the 
country can hardly afford to have so many paid apprentices in the 
Legislative Council at this stage. 

Then as regaids the resolution to rider the matter to a committee, 

I think it is ipiite useless to do so. On this occasion 1 differ from my . 
friend, Mr. Iridu Bhushan Diitta. What can a committee do in such a 
matter? The question is whether you will have double first class or 
double secoTid class or single first class. You will have to travel and 
it is a matter for you to decide. And if you cannot make up your mind 
now in course of such a long discussion, you will never be able to do 
so. A committee will certainly be of little avail. 

As regards Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri’s remarks, I am quite 
surprised to find him so much enamoured of British practice and com- 
paring the position and reiiuirements of labour in the British politics 
and in tlie present-day politics of this country. He does not take into 
account the position of labour in the British Parliament and the num- 
ber of Labour members over there and he simply forgets that here 
labour is honoured by one or two seats only and admitted only by the 
back-door of nomination. So long, therefore, this Council continues 
to be packed with men enjoying unearned income, that is, with the 
undesirables in the o])inion of Mr. Krishna Chandra Ray Chaudhuri, 
the passage* of a resolution like Mr, Campbell Forrester’s will mean 
more undesirable results from Mr. Ray Chaudhiiri’s point of view as it 
will put more inonev into the pockets of persons enjoying unearned 
incomes. 

Now coming to the resolution of Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt, I whole- 
heartedly support it as a first step towards retrenchment — and specially 
as retrenchment directed against u.s. I suggested to Mr. Dutt, how- 
ever, that lie should have put in the resolution double second class 
instead of one first class, but Mr. Dutt was of opinion that it was better 
when one first class covered inlire than double seroud class. But what 
I am afraid of is that if the resolution be carried in its present form, 
jiersons drawing tlie travelling allowance may be obliged to make scHne 
misstatements. Yet of all the resolutions that have been moved in 
this connection, I approve of Mr. Diitt’s and give it my support. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: When I came 
here this afternoon I found that every one had given up all hope o# 
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j l^n g any non^official business to-day, and that we were all ii^a mood 
1® talk, but after listening to the heroic speech of Mr. K. C. Itay Choud- 
and Mr, D. C. Ghose, I naturally felt tliat to-day\s talks were going 
be typically mousoonish in their character. One cun, however, well 
\9ord not to ti^ke either of the two stormy omtors seriously. Let me, 
tlmrefore, come to the resolutions. 1 am afraid that I must oppose each 
and every one of them. 1 daresay that they will not stand the 
scrutiny of this House and are Ixmiid to be shelved as useless. To my 
mind resolutions of this kind only add to the bulk of our agenda and 
make it ridiculously unwieldy. Tiiey are responsible for really import- 
ant resolutions being relegated to the iNickgroinid. Resolutions of 
this character cannot but promote idle talks which do not bring 
economy m their too swift currents but actually cause more money to 
flow out of the public exc'he<iuer, for they do tak(' ui> the time of the 
Council which means so nuich money paid in tln^ shape of residential 
allowa*hce. 


♦ Mr. Ajnv Chunder Hiitt seems to draw his inspiration from m 
master mind — a world-charactt'r — hut lie seems to forgtd that Gladstones 
are not blackberries — and they do not grow on every shrub. I 
would support him if we could produce a Gladstone by tnwelling in 
thinl class. Mr. Forrester on the other hand dreams of lands whei*e 
povei*tv does not chill the hearts of the jxMijde as it dcx's in our country, 
and where the majority are rich enough to make iiolitics a costly 
pastime. Ours i#a ixxir country and to my mind the existing rules meet 
the situafion fairly well. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMBDs I Ixg to opixrse 
all the resolutions which have been moved. Only recently a Retrench- 
ment Committee has been formed and wx* do not know what w^ill come out 
of it. Somehow' or other this ejuestion came up some time ago, and if 
1 remember aright it was suggested that if Government sa vants draw^- 
ing first class were willing to take second eJass, w'e should lie quite 
prepared to take second class fares also. Only 50 or 60 members of 
this Council draw' double first class and this has Wn taken exception 
to, but, T submit, how many Government ser\'ants dr^aw double first 
class? Until this question is (lecided T think it is premature to talk 
of all this. The Retrenchment Committee will go into the whole 
question, and let us see what they do in the matter. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED« When the RefornuHl Council 
was constituted avc got four Executive Couiu illors and threi‘ Ministers, 
each drawing a salary of Rs. 64,000 a year. Mr. J). C. Ghose was a 
whip at the time when the question of the Ministers' salary was under 
discussion 


Mfa KAZAUR RAHMAN KHANs Is he in order in saying this? 
Thu OERUTY-PRE8I01NT: I think he is quite in order. 
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Mau^i YAKUINUDDIN AHMEfili and he haa now heootm m 

AsaeHHor in the Improvement Trust drawing a salary of about Bs. 4,000 
or Rs. 3,000 a month, and he poses to«day before you, Sir, as a man 
who stands up for retrenchment in order to save the poor of this country^ 

A man drawing Rs. 3,000 a month poses as an advocate of retrenoh** 
#ment ! I beg to submit Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt did also vote for the 
Ministers* salary when there was an attempt to reduce it, and all these 
gentlemen have now come forward to cut down the travelling and 
residential allowances of the mufassal members. Gentlemen who are 
residing in palatial buildings, Mr. Dutt and Mr. D. C. Ghose, are going 
to envy the Rs, 10 residential allowance of mufassal members. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: There itf no such question 
before the House. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I beg to submit that residential 
allowance coupled with travelling allowance should be considered 
together. Do you know the inconvenience that is felt by the mufassal 
meml)erHp They have got here to find a roof under which to hide 
themselves, to reside and also to find food for themselves. I submit 
that double first class is no consideration whatever luiving regard to 
the inconveni(»iice that is felt by the mufassal members. There ai'e 
occasions when they miss the train in the middle of their journey. 
They then have to starve. Once I was in ^that plight. The 
Katiahar train did not reach Parbatipur at the proper time ,and the 
mail left. Then we had to travel all the way starving and reached 
Calcutta the next dav at 2 o*clock at night. These are inconveniences 
that ought to be taken into consideration and double first class is 
nothing compared with these inconveniences. Then again, we have 
long sittings in this Council. Does not that dislocate the business of 
every busine^is man in the mufassal? Do not mufassal membeni suffer 
pecuniarily on account of the absence from their places of business? 
i think that these things ought to be taken into consideration and 
double first class trav(dling allowance alone should not be taken into 
consideration and envied by the small fry. (Laughter.) 

Tiien with, regard to Mr. Cami)bell Forrester’s resolution, I beg to 
jiiibiiiit that he is not in earnest at pi'esent to fix the salaries of the 
members of this Council. He says that the i*esolution does not bind 
the Council to pay this year and I beg to submit that we should wait 
till the report of the Retrench'ment Committee, which is presided over 
by an Indian and a Bengali, Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji, is received, 

1 therefore opjwse the resolutions of Mr. Dutt and of Mr. CampbeU 
Forrester. 

Millivi A. K, FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 beg to oppose all these resolutions. 
We have been listening to this debate since yesterday and, I t hiulc^ J 
can say without any fear of contradiction, to no useful purpose* We 
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PWted one day and a good part of another and there is verf littfit * 
other busi^Bs to be taken up. There are one or two matters 
I u^uld like to draw the 4tttention of this Council in conneo* 
*^Witk this debate. I am not a niufassal member. Most unfortun* 

5 OTW since the inauguration of the legislative Council— 1 am 
tj^hmg of the olden days — I have not been fortunate enough to put a 
single pioe of money into my pocket whether as travelling or residential • 
a^wance. 1 am quite sure that if Mr. Campl)ell Forresier^s i-esolu. 
turn was carried out, I would have been a gainer to the extent of 
Bs. 3,000 a year, but then, what would have been my gain, would have 
amounted to a loss of Rs. 2 lakhs to the tax-payers. I do not think 
that I can conscientiously supimrt a proposal like that. Coming, Sir, 
to the proposition of Mr. A. C. Dutt 1 would like to jioint out that it 
is false economy to rut down the travelling allowance or residential 
allowanq^ of the mufassal members. A member from the mufassal 
coming to Calcutta has to put up with various inconvoniences. Men 
livitig in Calcutta do not know that for a inaTi to absent himself from 
bis ordinary vocations at home is a loss whic h can seldom 1 k>» conq^en- 
sated by money. There are some losses which cannot be comi>ensated 
and mufassal members have to put up with all that at the call of duty. 
Instead of grudging the ten rupees I think tluit that money ought to 
be very gladly given. 

Now there is another point. Who are the members who are pres- 
sing the reduction As regards Mr. Dutt I need not say anything but 
r do not think that my friend Mr. (Ihose can certainly advocate a 
reduction of that sum. We live in Calcutta and jis members of the 
General Committee of the Cori>oration we draw Rs. 20 per meeting. 
Are we justified in drawing that money from the Corjmration while 
the Corporation is bankrupt? Will Mr. D. C. Ghose forego his Rs. 20 
a day? First make sacrifices yourself and then talk of say’ifices of 
others. I think that the best course for all of us would l>e if the movers 
)f these resolutions would be kind enough to withdraw them and stop 
hirth^r discussion. 

•If. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: T move that the 
}liestion be now put. I think that that is the general opinion of this 
Souse. 

Tll§ 0EPUTY»PRE8IDENT9 T do not think so. I think that 
shew arte still a few members who would* like to speak. 

Rai RADHA OHARAN PAL BiHaitur: I have listened to the 
(el^te since yesterday and although I was a little late, I was very 
briunate in coming just in time to listen to the exquisite speech of my 
bfeUMOd and eloquent friend Mr. D. C. Ghose. I was not inclined to 
on ^ese resolutions but to give a silent vote against the proposal 
I ipifed ^ro or three lakhs for the salaries of members of this Council. 
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. it is A conia^QU tliat has caught me and the oontagio]i ha«^ Wnl 
specially catching from Mr. 1). C. Ohose* Weil, we hiwre hewfd^< 
least 1 have read and many of my friends have heard--of an expmNiulIk 
called retaliatory tariff.’^ My friend’s speech 1 took it to be A 
retaliatory speech. The torrents of eloquence, the arguments about 
the “ poverty stricken tax-payers, ” “ bankrupt exchequer, ** and to 

- borrow his felicitous language, ‘‘ all-i>ervading bankruptcy ” — ^these" 
fine expressions were indulged in at the time when the question of the 
reduction of Ministers’ salaries was brought forward and have been 
borrowed in the present instance and 1 think that it is quite fitting that 
my friend has been correctly described as the gi-eat whip against the 
proposals for reduction of the Ministers’ salaries. He has done such 
eminent service in that direction and he has l)een so amply rewarded. 
Now he has seized this opiK>rtunity of making a retaliatory speech to 
show that the arguments that you, Gentlemen, used on that ^occasion 
will apply to you if you vote on your own salaries, and, therefore, he 
has returned those arguments in his own inimitable way. My friend 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has correctly described that some of the 
members get by heart their speeches, |H^rha])s at the sacrifice of their 
midnight sleep and rehearse in their own minds the speech to be 
delivered the next day in the (-ouncil. But my friend Mr. D. C. Ghose 
iS a practised speaker although he might Imve had a rehearsal last night 
in order to seize this admirable opportunity of making a retaliatory 
speech to the members of this Council. Well, i congratulate him. 
He has got an occasion and he has seized that occasion and has asked 
you and asked all of us to submit to bis “ acid test, ” again to quote 
his own inimitable expression. We are all prej)ared to submit to this 
** acid test ” and that test is that we are not willing to take the 
remuneration even if the House is willing to force it ujx)n us by accept* 
ing the resolution of Mr. (^ampbell Forrester, for the payment of 
Rs. 250 a month. Perhaps if it had been lls. 2,000 it might have been 
tempting to some of us as it has evidently been to Mr. D. C. Ohose 
but Rs. 250 is too trifling a sum for any one to be snared by it. 

There is another point and that is this. Much has been said about 
the appropriation of the double first class fare by my friend Dr. Moitra. 
He has stated, 1 am told — I was not here — something about corrupt 
practices but we should not forget the inconveniences the mufas^ 
memWs put up with and the sacrifices they make. We should not 
brget that there are amongst the members of this Council, struggliug 
lawyers, struggling doctors, struggling traders 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE S And struggling Rai Bahadurs. 

Rfti RADHA CHARAN PAL Bihitcllir* The Rai Bahadur is 
struggling with you. They make great sacrifices in coming over, lA 
Calcutta. Therefore we ought, instead of grudging them, to adttim 
their self-sacrifice and their public spirit. 
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^ mfj fMouxy serves we right, iu the olden dsjfti, the , nou- 9 £S,otdi 
Bengal Ijegialative Council who iiailed from the 
eiopMiMil — ^not the Calcutta member — used to get Ks. 6,000 per annum. 
||f^|iioii*<official members of the Viceroy's Council who hailed from the 
1 and went to Simla got Rs. 10, (KK) pi^r annum. Not only that^ 
had also the pleasure, the honour and the dignity — call it what* 
aBreif you like — of a red-coated chnprnssu The members of the old 
^Pengal Xiegislative Council had the servicies of blue-i^oated cluiprassis* 
These things have now been abolished. These are things of the [Uist. 
But still, mark the public spirit of my countrymen who have not even 
, the one-hutMredth part of the means or the affluence of Mr. 11. C. Chose 
who drives in his Rolls Royce ('ar, the inemlx'rs hailing from distant 
places like Chittagoifg and Noakhali 8|>ending h(*re about four months 
in a year, though not consecutively, but come here at. considerable 
sacrifice to attend to the business of this Council and to discliarge 
their seft-imposed public duty. Is this not patriotism which deserves 
the commendation of not only the members of the House but of the 
public at large? Therefore, I do not think that we should go back 
upon the system of payment that is at i)reseut in vogue. 1 do not 
think that anybody has grown richer by it. It is said that if they 
iiavel in second class, why should they b«* paid double first class. To 
that my answer is this. For three years, it a certain gentleman, say, 
a poor trader, or pleader or tiller of the soil who is a member of this 
Ck>uncil, accustomed to travel according to his means, third class, inter 
class, or second class, ia to travel by first class, bow small will he look 
when, after the tenure of his office is over, he has to travel again in 
third> inter or second class ? It may be said, wHiy not return the 
money P That is so. Why do you not have a resolution passed so that 
the highest ofiiceis in the land, the highest Ministers in the land, who get 
such magnificent salaries, should also return the money? They draw 
double first class fare. It is not every pie tliat is 8i)eut in •travelling. 
Why do you not call for an ac^count as to the fare of their servants, 
their feeding expenses, gharry hire, etc. ? You do not do that. There* 
fore, I think that it is rather going too far to support the proiK)8ition of 
Mr. A. C. Ihitt. I think that ^e present system which is in vogue 
should be continued and that no attempt should be made to reduc^^ it. 

As regards the resolution of Mr. Campbell Forrester, it may some 
day happen that because democratic institutions have now l)eeii intro- 
duced in our country, some ten years hence there may l)e a larger 
number of representatives of artisan class, labouring class, tillers of 
the soil, etc., and then they may require some compensation for the 
losses that they will have to suffer just as the Tiubour party were able 
to get the Parliament to vote for salaries to its members. Well, though 
♦<»at may come hereafter, T do not think that at the present time, having 
to our financial strigency, having regard to the urgent demand 
^ all sides which we are unable to meet, we should commit ourselves 
% this resolution. I have nothing more to say. All that I want <o 
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Bay ia thiSi that I ahi glad that we have had an oppertiiiiity of > 

to the inspiring speech of Mr. D. C. Ghose. r 

Rai dOCENDRA CHUNDER GHOSE Bahadur: The quasikt 

before ns is one of great difficulty. To the unthinking proud 
in brief authority obtained by supporting Rs. 4 lakhs a year in 8alaiifl% 
the question is clear as day-light. Any additional small payment t# 
poor members of the Council may be an impediment in the way of large 
salaries of Ministers and other great men with whom lie all the patrmi* 
age. To the humbler members of the Council the decision of this 
matter is a difficult matter. When we find in all the democfttcies of the 
world, members of Parliament are paid, we are staggered. Self* 
sacrifice is a noble virtue, but it sometimes is' not conducive to the 
public good. That is a good and sure foundation of a common-wealth 
which is placed on the rock of enlightened self-interest. Every 
servant of the State must live. If the Council is to be representative of 
the poor people of this country, the members will not be zamindars and 
wealthy men, but men who have to support themselves and their fami- 
lies by the sweat of their brow. If men in comfortable positions declare 
that others should sacrifice their families for the country, one cannot 
but feel amused. Therefore, I must agree with Mr. Forrester that if 
you want to have democracy in India you must pay the members. If 
only the raiyats were elected to this Council as representing raiyats and 
this Council were a truly democratic l>ody, all this noble talk about self- 
sacrifice would be a matter of laughter. But the question is — Is India 
fit to be a democracy!* Excepting the few favoured constituencies for 
zamindars, merchants and graduates, none but raiyats ought to be 
elected to this Council. But is that a fact!* Because that is not the 
fact we are discussing the question. We are not yet a democracy. 
The Council will in the next twenty years be democratic and Bengali 
and Urdu and not English will be 8])oken here and oqr Ministers will not 
have to address Bengali-speaking members in ungrammatical Bengali 
interspersed with English. Even Sanskritic Bengali will be out 
of date. But to-day we are not that Council. This Council composed 
of Maharajas, Rajas, Rai Bahadur, wealthy zamindars, lawyers, 
merchants, professors and the like, is surely aristocratic and not dmo- 
cratic. That was the state of things in England also. It was die 
Barons of England who forced King John to sign the charter at Runnyw 
mede. I^ater when the franchise was extended, it was the wealthy tneii 
who got themselves elected by the votes of their tenants. . Then th^ 
was no payment for members. It was infra dig for a member to bo paidc 
But as soon as England became a true democracy the members had to bd 
paid. That is the story in all countries. To this Council, as ooastHutod 
at present, the offer of a salary is an insult. We cannot take ili 
Our successors will surely take it and do so without impropriety, 
we can not take it. One word more. I find Maharajas, Rajas, 
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sammdars and professors, who haTe been liring in Gid^ltil 
and after their election, have been taking Rs. 10 a day and also 
t^til^lilig expenses for going to their estate in *the districts which they 
i^fupposed to represent. Again, many truly patriotic gentlemen have 
tslc4h above Bs. 8,000 as travelling and boarding expenses. These 

C tflemen and opulent and flourishing residents of Calcutta have been 
tnndest in their preaching of self-sacrifice. But it is the middle ♦ 
class gentlemen, mostly Muhammadans, who have no places of residence 
at Calcutta and who have to leave their professions and callings, which 
maintain their families, they are the real sufferers. I deeply sympathise 
with them. They are the democratic element in this Council. I can only 
tell them, your day vyll surely come. Now you are in the minority and 
you must imitate us, prosperous men, in making money as we do out of 
the State. You day will surely eome wheu the Ministers will be recruit- 
ed from your ranks and the salaries will be at once reduced to reason- 
able limits, for these two things — reduction of the salaries of the high 
placed and paying small salaries to the humble members — go together. 
We, who are not democrats, are the majority here. We shall certain- 
ly throw out the proposal of a salary which is derogatory to our honour, 
but I do hope as true aristo< rats the affluent meml)ers, who are now 
making money out of the State, should cease from any practice which 
is not honourable to them. 


Babu TARIT BHU8AN ROY: I move that the queeiion be now put. 

Mr. il. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Mny T rise to a point of 
order? Am I not entitled to a right of reply? • 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: When the question has been put, you 
arc not entitled to a reply. 

Mr. Ja CAMPBELL FORRESTER: There are so many things I 
should like to reply to. 

The motion that the (piestion be now put was put and lost and the 
discussion continued. 

• 

Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: Having regard to the fact that con- 
siderable heat has \yeeii generated in connection with this controversy, 
I do not desire that it should he prolonged. Jjet me tell this House, as 
brieffy as I can, that I oppose the refolutions both of my friend 
Mr. Dutt as well as that of Mr. Campbell Forrester. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Stephenson has clearly explained to this House that the object of 
^ovidiag travelling allowance is to cover the cost of actual travelling. 
Tke practice has always been to allow double first class to mufassal 
members. I see no reason why a departure should be made from the old 
.^psaetipe at the present moment. If I may say so, my friends 
|lr- Ihitt and Mr. Campbell Forrester have thrown a veritable apple of 
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disbdr^ in this Council/ Eecnminations have been indulged iu ill 
House which is very unfortunate from all points of view and I appeal 
my friends Mr. Dutt as well as Mr. Campbell Forrester to wiUidriw 
both of their resolutions. Having regard to the fact that a Retreu^- 
ment Committee has been appointed, it would be their business to jfb 
into the whole question and to suggest in what directions retrenclimeilt;| 
can be effected. Till then we ought to suspend our judgment. I h<q)e 
that my friend Mr. Campbell Forrester will not press his resolution. 
He has placed the Calcutta members in a somewhat embarrassing posi- 
tion. Some of the mufassal members have attributed motives to the 
Calcutta members in the course of this debate merely because of the 
circumstance that my friend Mr. Campbell Forrester happens to belong 
to Calcutta. 


The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I hope that you will be very brief. 

Mr« TARIT BHU8HAN ROY: Very well, Sir. Therefore, I am 
bound to. conclude my observations with the ho{)e that my friends will 
put an end to this debate by withdrawing their resolutions. 

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: At the fag-end of the day, I do not 
wish to speak, but only ask Unit the question be now put. But if you 
allow the debate to go on, I claim the right io 8i)eak. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You may go on, hut I hope you will 
be brief. 


Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: 1 rise to oppose all the resolutions 
and motions regarding travelling allowance to members. So far as I 
remember, Mr, Dull asked us to support his resolution on the ground 
of retrenchment and economy. Surely we hav(i been trying for 
retrenchment and economy since the very beginning of this Council, 
and this princdple has been accepted in several resolutions and motions 
for retrenchment brought forward, the first and foremost being in 
connection with the Ministers’ salaries. It is very curious that this 
very Council that refused to reduce the heavy salaries of the Ministers 
—a sum of Rs. 04, (KM) — how can they now agree to reduce a single fare 
of the mufassal members P Is it not ridiculous, is it not absurd? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: These observations have been made 
by other members; you need not rei>eat them. 

Maulvi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Then I have nothing more to say, 

Bahu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am surprised to learn that two 
first class far^^s are drawn by each of the mufassal members of 
Council, and that 15 members have charged more than Bs. 
kUowances during the last financial year. I am strongly of opSli^ 
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S i they thbiild not charge mcm than the actual expenses inpumdly 
f tiierefore, I think it would suffice if they charged one first class 
f only, as sugg^ested by Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt, and I therefore 
.Sirpigly support his resolution. It has been stated by Mr. Forrester 
the members of the House of Commons charge a fee of £400 per * 
aiianm, but this system has been introduced only in 1911 at the instance 
of Qie Labour party and they attend not less than 170 days in the year.^ 

Tte DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: These observations have already been 
made; you need not re|)eat them. 

■liNi AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I may also be allowed to say 
that the Hon’ble Members of the House of Lords of the British Parlia- 
ment do not charge any fees. But I beg to draw attention to the fact 
that before the Reforms Scheme was introduced, viz.^ in 1919-20, the 
total aifiount of the allowances drawn was lls. 1,28,000, but during the 
last official year it went up to Its. 8,47,(K)0. At this stage would we 
be justified in incTeasing the amount by Rs. 2 lakhs? 

The next question is whether this matter should l)e referred to a 
committee. We have freely discussefl this ciuestion and it is quite 
unnecessary to refer it to a c^unmittee. If it should be referred to a 
committee at all, it should go before the Retrenchment ('ommittee 
already appointed by the Government. 

My object in sui)porting the resolution of Mr. Ajoy Chunder Hutt 
* is to set an example to the officers of the Government. The members 
of the Provincial Executive Service charge tw(» fiyit class railway fares 
when travelling; their salaries have already l)een materially increased 
by the Government, and they make it a source of profit; therefore, I 
think we should try our best to redu(‘e these charges, but wo cannot do 
that unless and until we do it ourselves, and thus set an^example to 
them. 

When we offered our services to our constituencies, we assured them 
that we would try our best to provide for sanitation, education and the 
development of industries. If in this way we increase the charges, it 
would be nothing but a breach of^ trust on our part. 

I would draw your attention to another point. It has been said 
that the members of the Calcutta Corporation draw fees. I may be 
allowed to say that it is only the mem^rs of the General Committee 
and the sub-committees of that committ^ that draw fees, but they can- 
not charge if they do not attend the meetings from the beginning to the 
end; members of other committees do not charge fees; members of the 
committees of the Corporation do not charge any fees, and it is on the 
angfestion of this Corporation that it has been embodied in the pro- 
^ pIMi^d Ifnnicipal Bill, now under consideration, that no fees will bfe 
; at all. If the commissioners of mufassal municipalities and 
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members of the diatrict boards can serve their country wiibout 

ing any fees, would we be justified in charging double first dbas files 
even if we travel in second class compartments? 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I shall be extremely short in my 
re^ly. In the first place I beg to thank the Hon^ble Mr. Stephen8<m 
for his very nice sfieech on the resolution which I proposed. I do 
earnestly hope also that in this matter, voting will be restricted to the 
non-ofiicial members. This is purely a non-official matter and, there- 
fore, the voting should be left to the non-official members. , ^ 

There is a resolution to the effect that the matter should be referred^ 
to a committee. Now let me ask every single nop-offieial member to 
vote against this. If you want to vote against me, do so by all means, 
but do not shelve the matter. Have the boldness to tell me that my 
resolution is absurd, but do not shelve it by sending it to a committee. 
What can a committee ixissibly do in a matter of this kind? The 
non -official members of this Council are the best judges as to whether 
my proposal is reasonable. Let them vote according to their own con- 
science; that is all I ask them to do. If they feel that a double first 
class fare is necessary, let them vote against me; but please do not 
refer the matter to a committee, because that will shelve the matter 
indefinitely. A committee may take a year or a year and a half in 
coming to a decision and its rej^rt may not lie available until after 
the next Council election. I have said all I liave to say, but I would 
ask you to remember one fact, and that is that you are not really the » 
pro])er judges; you are interested in this resolution. That is to say, 
if the scale of allowance is rixluced, you suffer in pocket. So I shall 
ask you to vote aircording to what you think your constituencies would 
like you to do. 

Babu IliDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Whom are you addressing? 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I am addressing the Chair. I appeal 
to the mem])er8 to have some regard for public opinion. Can there be 
any doubt that if the non-official members in a lK>dy went to their con- 
stituencies and asked their opinion, every voter v^ould say: ** Certainly 
cut down your ex|)en8es You are not the best judges in this matter; 
you must lie guided by your constituencies, otherwise you will be fail- 
ing in your duty, , 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: One of the opponents of this 
resolution stated it was a waste of time. I fear be is not aware 
Parliamentary pitx'edure. Why, the principle of payment of meiia*, 
bers was repeatedly affirmed in the House of Commons by co&sideraUe 
majorities before it was passed there and as I am certain it will eveiil^ 
tu^ly be passed here. My resolution is perhaps inemature-4i 
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tdo aoonP Who dare state it is a waste ot time when yi^u eon* 
iho amount of interest that has been taken in it and the keenness 
IsljEh which the debate has been carried on ? It is doing* good as pan^ia* 
^gpnda work. We are educating the country as to what is bound 
t# ooitte sooner or later, the day when the members of this House will 
be paid and thus bringing this country into line with all other civilised 
countries. 


In reply to some of the statements mode by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Stephenson. He declared it was a resolution that the House itself 
should decide and almost in the same breath he stated that it would be 
obviously unsuitable for the Government to accept any one of these resolu- 
tions. This is som^hat paradoxical, is it notP The truism that no one 
should travel second class and charge first class fares is one that is 
indisputable and is an argument in favour of my resolution. If you 
accept that, then you can travel in whatever class you like with a free 
conscience. It has also been stated that the payment of members 
lowered the moral authority of a legislative Imdy outside. Now listen 
to what the highest authority in this land of India at the present time 
has said — the Viceroy Lord Reading — in the House of Commons on the 
14th August^ 1911 : — 


I will deal with the propoBition which was put forward that payment for this 
aerrioe will tend to degrade us and lower the position of the House of Commons in 
the eyes of the country. I utterly fail to understand that point; all services which 
are rendered, except ^n a very few instances, are services for which payment is 
accepted, and in which payment honours the recipient as well as the person who 
pays. I will only instance what happens, for example, with a minister of religion. 
Do politics stand so eminently above every other in vdiich human beings are 
engaged that it is only in respect of these services that there is to be no payment, 
and that payment will degrade or lower the person who receives it in the estimation 
of those whom he represents F I would ask hon'ble members to consider for a 
moment. Does any one suggest that the payment to a minister of religion has 
anything like that effect upon himF I will not instance all the v%rioas olasseo 
which my right hon’ble friend the Chanoellor referred to when he made his speech 
on Thursday. I only add the case which seems i<o me to be answerable. If it does 
not degrade the minister of religion to receive payment for his services, why 
should it degrade s member of Parliament to receive payment for the aervioes 
which ho renders F 


He further said : — 

1 think few persons could be found to defend the purity of public life as 
c om pa r ed with what had been the state of things before 1677. It is a moat curious 
thing and well worthy of reflection that when payment was made, parliamsBiary 
life was purer than it was after the abolition. 

• That is the statement of the Viceroy in the House of Commons in 
vrhicb be advocates the payment of members becausej it meant the ^ 
purity of the House. 

Then the Hon’ble Member complains of the poor attendance of ibis 
Payment to members will improve this position. If a mem- 
ber only turns up a few days, you can rest assured that bis political 
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career will soon be cut short by his constituents. I would be prepared 
to put th'5 members on their honour; to cut them for non-attendance 
would be undignihed; their constituents would keep them up to the 
mark — “ duty determines destiny.’' 

India is continually referred to as a poor country. It is not a poor 
country. What is recjuired is a better system for collection of income- 
tax and adjustment of its revenue. 

Babu Kishori Mohan (’liaudhuri is opposed to this resolu- 
tion. He says that we are not justified in making the Council a source 
of income. We all agree with him, and I hoj^e that members will 
practise what they preach, for 1 find against the name of one of the 
gentlemen who have opjnised my motion that he had drawn 
Rs. and 1 am sorry to say that our Ber^ali friend on the left, 

who has bitterly opjumed this measuns has drawn Rs. 2,820-6-6, and I 
would ask him if he always travels first (dass. Why, Sir, there only 
one or two meinh(*rs wlio have opjK)sed this resolution and who are not 
drawing allowances, and 1 find some who have drawn over Rs. 4,000 
a year. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon ble Mem- 

ber saying there is not one member who has diawn Rs. 4,000? 

The DEPUTY*PR E8I DENTs 1I(‘ says then^ are some who have 
drawn ovei Rs. ‘1,000. (A voic(‘ : ‘M'an you mention their names?”) 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: 1 can give names, but I do not 

think it desirable to wash dirty linen in public. I have the namee 
here ainl they <'an Ihvi s(‘(‘n by any one wdio wants to s(*e them. Some 
members ]H)int(*d to the necessity of ]>ractising (Monomy by giving their 
services fr(‘e of charge to the motiierland and who have pleaded with 
tears in theii voices for the moth(Mlan<l-~the poor motherland, which 
was jxivert y •strickiMi and wanted all the benefits they could give it 
and yet 1 find sixteen have drawn from the iKior motherland over 
Rs. 8,0(K), and at l(*ast four over Its. 4,000. Journeys have l)€en taken 
at wH*ek-ends and one can be forgi\en if they assume it has been done for 
the .sake of securing travelling allowances, as we find instances where 
the travellers have only three lioiirs at 'their destination before starting 
on their return journey. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Did all the members refer 
to the necessity of practising economy? 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: Nearly all, with the exception 
of on^ or two. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I did not. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: Then you come under the 
category of the one or two. There is much more could be said, but this 
discussion has taken up a lot of the time of the House. Therefore, 
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I will i^frain from saying more but certain I am that the discussion 
l|ps done good and I prophesy more will be heard of it in the near 
future. 

‘ Babu Indu Bhiishan Dutta evidently thinks there is something in 
tbe cohesive power of public plunder, but let us hope, as the i>oet says, 
that morning cool reflection brings,** and the only straightforwai*d 
policy is to vote for iny resolution. The heart of the statesman mutft 
beliis head. 

The arguments \ised by Professor S. C. Mukherji have all been used 
in the House of (k)ininons and are aiiswertyl from the tact that the House 
of Commons stands on a better and higher intellectual level to-day than 
ever, and the payiflent of members does not appreciably incr(‘use taxes. 
All this talk of increa'^e of tiyces and bwiking after the ])oor mother- 
land is nothing but vote-catching. These are all catch-i>hras(‘s to set out 
before our constituents; it is all cant and hy|K)ciisy. I think jH*rsonally 
that it will not be a further exixuiditure but a saving, for you have to 
remember that most of the Kuro|>ean members are on agri'ements that do 
not [leriuit them taking salaries elsewhere. If that is so, there would be 
a saving to this (*ouncil. The great cry is that the time is not opinirtune, 
and that is the main o]){Misition to my resolution. Few j>eople seem to 
have understood iny resolution; my resolution is to advo(‘ate the prineiple 
of payment to memlH*rs of this Conneil. You must bring the matiei 
re|>eatedlv l>efon*«your constituents. If you advoeab* tlie juim iide of 
payment of menilxus, then you must advocate tin* princi])h‘ of |>ayment 
of all memhers and Members of the Executive Founcil ami ihv Ministers 
also, and >ou will have to bring in a Bill for paynit‘nt to tln‘m all of fees. 
The (juesti(Hi is that you must educate the [KH>ple U]> to this idea. The 
time is not yet ; I know I am talking about flv(‘ y<‘arH before the j>resent 
time, hut the time lias got t<) <ome. The j>rincij>Ie can lx* hroughl up 
again next year, and again the following year, and 1 aift sure it will 
Anally l>e accepted in the (’oumil as has been done in the House of 
Commons. 

There is a proixmal to send this resolution to a committee; it has 
been said that there is a Retrtwichment Committee* sitting shortly, and 
they will be all for economy, so the time is not o])])ortnne to ask for 
payment for the members of this House. I want you to understand that 
if you will not favour pa^mient to the members of this House, you would 
at least advocate the principle of paymeiit — ^ 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
HefVMe Mr. H. L. Stofihansoft): 1 ris<* to a point of order. Do I 
understand that th^ member is withdrawing the latter part of bis 
resolution? 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER. With the permission of the 

Council I wjll withdraw the latter part of my resolution. My main 
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object ia that the country might be educated to the principle; the time 
is not ripe for these matters to be brought before it at present. I hay^ 
very much more to say, but I will take up very much more of our time ; 
therefore, I will leave the matter to the discretion of the Council, and 
I hope it will see the absolute fairness and necessity of this progressive 
measure. 

The following motion was then put : — 

“ This Council recommends to the (Government that one first class 
fare be allowed as travelling allowance to the members of the Bengal 
Ijegislative Council in future.** 

The motion being put a division was taken with the following 
result ; — 


AYES. 


Mdy, Babu Amulya Dhont. 

BantrjM, Ral Bahadur Abinai Chandra. 
Batu, Babu 4atlndra Nath. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Kliharf Mahan. 
Ohaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulwl lhah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 

Cahan, Mr. D. <1. 

Oa, Babu Fanindralal. 

Outt, Mr A'Jay Chundar. 


j Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuahan. 

Chota, Mr. 0. C. 

I Chase, Ral Bahadur Jagandra Chundar. 
; Mukherjaa, Babu Nitya Ohan. 

! Mukharjl, Prafassar I. C. 

! Mukhopadhaya, Babu tarat Chandra, 
j Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

I R'ey, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu FTIshlndra Nath. 

I tlnha, Babu Surandra Marayan. 


NOES. 


Altai, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddin. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Watimuddin. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Azaharuddin. 

/Himad, Maulvl Rkfl Uddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvl Yakuinuddin. 

Adimad, MunshI Jafar. 

Alay, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

All, Maulvl fyad Muktood 
All, Mr. tyad Erfan. 

All. Munihl Amir. 

All, MunshI Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 
Bhattaeharjl, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Hallzar 
Rahman. 

Oas, Babu Bhishmadav. 

Oas Qupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandfa. 
Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M. 

Ohatak, Ral Bahadur Niimanl. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Hussain, Maulvl Mahammad Madassur. 
Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamld*ud-dln. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Rahqua Uddin. 


Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Ershad All. 
Makramall, MunshI. 

MItra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Moltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

Nakay, MIrza Muhammad Ml. 

Pahlawan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Oubbar. 
Pal, Ral Bahadur' Radha Charan. 

Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaswar. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Upandra Lai. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brajandra Klshar. 
Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu dagandra Krishna. 

Roy, Babu Jogendra Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. BIjoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lallt Mahan BMgfL 
Ray, Raja Manliall Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu dagosh Chandra. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. M 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Husayn Shahaad. 


The Ayes heinff 20 and the Noes 48, the motion was lost. 
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The following amendments were then put and lost: — 

Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM to move, by way of ainendinent, that in 
Motion No. 2, for the words and figures “ Rs. d,()(K) a year in lieu of 
tlaveiling and halting allowances the words and figures “ Rs. 2,400 
a year with one first class travelling fare for attending meetings, but 
without any residential allowances,’' be substituted. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that Motion of No. 2 do take the following form : — 

“ This Council recommends to the (Government that the (jiiestion of 
payment of fixed salary and tin* present system of payment of travelling 
allowance and residential allowance be referred to a committee consist- 
ing of two non-ofiicial members who havt th'»ir usual place of residence 
in Calcutta, two other non-official lneember^ and om* official member with 
instructions to imiuin* into the system and reiomnu'ml such changes 
therein as will be acceptable to all the members with due regard to 
economy and that the said committee be requested to submit its report 
before the next sitting of the (’ouncil in August.” 

Mfi il. CAMPBELL FORRESTER then asked permission to amend 
his resolution by omitting the w'ords ” and to fix that salary at 
Rs. 3,000 a year in lieu of travelling and halting allowances.” 

The Council rejected the propo.sal. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: ” d’his (Jouncil rec,ommends to 
the Government to accejit the principle of payment of a salary to each 
member of the (Council as adopted in every country having Parliament- 
ary or Representative institutions, and to fix that salary at Rs. 3,000 a 
year in lieu of travelling and halting allowances." ^ 

The foilowing motion being (smsecjiiential failed : — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: " This Council recommends to the 
Government that a committee of official and non-offiiial members be 
formed to consider and report whether the present rate of travelling 
allowance and residential allowance to the members should remain as 
they are or any nuKlification should be made with any fixed pay." 

Retrenchment Committee. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: 1 beg to move that 
** this Council recommends to the Government that a committee with a 
non^official majority (the non-officials to be elected by the system of the 
single transferable vote) be appointed to investigate and report as to 
what retrenchment can be effected in the administration of the 
CKovernment of Bengal." 
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I r€K?ret I am unable to see my way to withdraw the resolution » 
standing in my name. This resolution asks primarily for the associa* 
tion of non-official members in any committee that may be appointed to 
consider retremdiments in the administration of the Government of 
Bengal. I must say that we are grateful to the present Government 
under the presidency of His Excellency the Earl of Lytton that aftef 
au(di a long time it has thought fit to appoint a committee to take an 
interest, an active tiiough it may not be an effective interest in w’hat 
retrenchments can be effected in the administration, but at the same 
time we feel that Government has dom* so deliberately in order to anti- 
cipate our resohiiiotis bm a committ(‘e with a non-official majority. I 
take it that Goveinment must have been aware that our speeches, our 
deimimls fV»r retrenchment would have culminated in the demand for a 
retrenclnnent committee. T take it that Government must have been 
aware that we, I lie non-official members of the Council, have got more 
(Minfidence in the members wliom we elect than tliose in whose appoint- 
ment we have no hand whatsoever. I take it that Government is aware 
of the tendency of this (Nmiicil for having a non-official majority on any 
committee that may he appointed. I therefore do not think I am 
wrong in saying that Government has anti(M’i)ated us delilKuately by 
appointing a committee before the meeting of the Council, for if it had 
not hec?i so, Government could easily have w’aitod for a fortnight or 
three weeks more to consider our delil)erat(‘ opinion on this matter and 
ascertain wdiat this Council considered to he tlie most effective com- 
mittee and the most effective avemies of retremlimerit. T should not 
be justified at this stage in stating that we have no confidence in the 
present committee. May that da> never dawn when it may he brought 
into conflict with the (^mncil and when we shall have to state that its 
deliberations are not at all in consonance with the views which have 
been expressed here and the views which have been expressed through- 
out the country in the matter of retrenchment. I hope that the Council 
will not be confronted with a laudatory report to the effect that it is 
w'ondcrful indeed how’^ this <‘olossnl administration could have been 
effectively carri(*d on with such little expenditure of money. I trust 
that, instead of cutting dow n expeiiditi.re, we may not be met with a 
recoinmendation that for the sake of further efficiency, more expendi- 
ture must he incurred. 1 know' that it is not in the power of the present 
Retrenchment Commit (ee to make suc h a recorninemlatioii hut it can be 
hinted at in their report, fhat,*say, for the sake of the efficient mainte- 
nance of law and order in I he province, more |Hilicemen may be appointed. 
My submission to the Governineiit is that although it has anticipatefl us 
in appointing this (ommittee, it .should take the considered opinion of 
the Council on this matter and appoint more non-official members of the 
Council to serve on this committee; firstly, because the Council has got 
more confidence in its own members whom it elects, and secondly, 
because such a splendid opportunity should not be allowed to pass by 
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^ of which the non-official menil)ers of the Council may able to 

l^t an intimate insight into the administration of the province, which 
laay ultimately be of infinite benefit to the country and to the Council 
in the future. 

I therefore beg to njove the re.sohition which stands in my name. 


Bsbu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN being absent, th(‘ following 
resolution standing in his name was <leeined to be withdrawn: — 

** This Council retommends to the (ioverninent that a Retienchment 
Committee (wdth a majority of non-offiidal Indian niemb<*rs^ bo appoint- 
ed to examine all details of (lovernment expomlitnre in this province 
and to suggest wa^s and im'ans for the pnn»ose of reducing the same, 
both immediately and in future.” 


Bnbu JATINDRA NATH BASUS I beg to withdraw the following 
resolution standing in my name: — 

** This Council recommends to the (Government that a committee be 
appointed to consider as to how the expenditure of the (Tovernment of 
Bengal may be reducinl and to submit their report thereon.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May T have your permission to 
withdraw the following resolution and to support the lesolution whit‘h 
has been moved by Mr. Sulnawardy? * 

This CouncA recommends to the (Tovernment that a mixed com- 
mittee of ofiicials and non-offi(*iaIs, with a non-official majority be 
appointed to imiuire into the cost of the administration of Bengal and 
report on the iiossibility of effecting economy thA'ein.” 

The DEPUTY-PRE8I DENT; You may s|H‘ak to th(‘ motion of 
Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; At first sight, it would seem un- 
necessary to have to move or sufiport a resolution asking for a Itetrench- 
ment Committee, when (iovernment have already aii^Miinted one of its 
own. But, Sir, b(»th the personnel of the committee and its s(‘ope of 
inquiry as has been outlined in ihis Council the (dlier day, have shatter- 
ed any delusion that many of us might have in the matter. 

' As regards the personnel, 1 know it is always very delicate to enter 
into i)er8onalities ; but, Sir, I do not know bow' this committee can 
regarded a« an expert ( ommittee. BusViessmen are very useful in their 
own sphere, and I daresay that the expert businessmen who has kindly 
consented to preside over the deliberations of this Retrenchment Com- 
mittee will be able to curtail the waste of the Public Woidcs Depart- 
ment, but what can businessmen do in suggesting change of policy of 
the Government? Unless the policy of the Government is changed 
considerably in some matters, a cut here and a cut there, a tinkering 
with this or that item of expenditure will not serve much useful purpose. 
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What ^eighty suggestion can be made by businessmen as to the poesi? 
bility of doing away with Commissioners, or as to the amalgamation ol 
posts like the Inspector-General of Prisons and Inspector-General ol 
Hospitals, or of posts like those of the Commissioner of Excise and the 
Inspector-General of Registration, and a host of other posts and 
departments? What authoritative voice can businessmen command in 
suggesting that the distinction between the Imperial and Provincial 
services may be abolished as a sure means of effecting retrenchment? 
I should have thought that the inclusion of men like Mr. Bhupendra 
Nath Basil or of exjMuts like Mr. K. L. Daita or of Councillor like our 
Deputy-President or an offic ial like Sir Abd-ur-Rahim would have 
carried greater confidence in the minds of the people. I think the 
safest plan would have been to leave the matter of selection of non- 
official members in the hands of the Council. The final responsibility 
must rest with the ('ouncdl, who, after all, have to find the money. As 
it is, the responsibility now rests w^iih the Government, and the Council 
cannot be satisfied with the selection. 

As regards the sc'ope of inquiiT, I do not know what detailed refer- 
ence has been made to the committee. Will they be able to take up the 
question of the Imperial 8ervic*.eM and make suggestions to the Govern- 
ment for the camsideration of the Right Ilon’ble the Secretary of State? 
Will they be able to consider that Bengal cannot afford to keep a costly 
Imperial Service for carrying on the administration of this province? 
I know that the Imperial Services have lately been fortunate enough to 
be placed on a high pedestal of superiority by an admiring Government, 
but will it be in the powc*r of the committee to consider whether Bengal 
can afford to pay for this costly luxury? When I remember that the 
officials of the higher (fivil Service in Japan get only Rs. 6,500 to 
Rs. 6,300 a year, when I remember that a Japanese District Court Judge 
gets a maximum salary of Rs. 6,600 a year, and that the highest 
amount paid to an appellate c*ourt judge in Japan is only Rs. 7,500 a 
year, when I remember that an official equal in rank to the Inspector- 
General of Police in Japan gets only Rs. 7,600 a yc^ar, whereas in Bengal 
he gets nearly three times as muc^h, when I remember that in the rich 
United States of Ameuic'a, there are only three officials which carry a 
salary of more than Rs. 24,(M)0 a year, and that all the other salaries 
range from Rs. 6,300 to Rs. 24,000 a year, I think that the question ol 
the standard of the highest salary that Bengal can afford to pay to ita 
administrators luid public' servants, should surely form a part of the 
scope of that inquiry. 

It is well-known that many IVovincial Service men have done 
admirable and efficient work in the posts generally reserved for the 
higher service men, and it is an open secret that weighty pressure 
has been brought to bear upon the Provincial, Imperial and 
Home Governments not to allow non-imperial service men to take up 
Imperial Service posts, even if Provincial Service men have been abb 
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inittee have the power to take up this question and make sugg^estious 
for reference to the Home authorities? Will it he open to this com- 
mittee to discuss the salutary principle that the standard of salary in 
this country must l>e fixed according to the standanl of living in 
Bengal, and not according to the standard of living in the richest 
country in the world, nor according to the needs of the people who* 
have to serve 7,000 miles away from their home, but rather according 
to the paying cajwcity of the taxpayers of Bengal ? 

If these questions form part of the inquiry, I (‘ongratulate the (Gov- 
ernment of Bengal, and 1 have some ho]>es that real economy will 
be effected, if not, f am afraid thal the Betrenchnient Committee may 
not serve much useful purjK>so, and should not have heM*n a pjKiin ted at 
all. 

We *do not wish to combine the irreconciliahle objects of reduced 
taxation and the expenditure of public moi^ey in the direction of our 
choice. Our eternal complaint has been that the cost of administration 
takes the lion’s share of the public funds, leaving very little for nation- 
building purposes. We objected to the recent taxation, because the 
proceeds were meant to meet the ordinary eosts of the admifiistration. 
Unless the Retrenehnient Committee can effect considerable reduction 
in the cost of administration, we cannot be satisfied with the doubtful 
utility of a Retrengbment Committee in popularising the information on 
which the executive decides on what tlie exjH'iiditure of the (*ountjy 
should be. If that be the function of Retrenchment Committees, that 
is, to jxjpularise the information on which the (Ibvei nmeiii bases its 
futile ex|)enditure, it is a futile purpose, esjMM'ially in a counirv 
like Bengal, where the executive is not responsible to the 
legislature. Tf the executive had really been responsible b) the legis- 
lature, as in other countries, then the executive would have worked 
with the legislature, and there might have been some meaning in that 
sort of popularising; hut when the exe(‘utive can safely ride rough- 
shod over the suggestions of the legislature, tliis popularising aspect of 
the Retrenchment Committee nuisins nothing but a whitewash and, as 
such, cannot appeal to the dying taxpayers of this province. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI; I do not want to detain the 
House very long at the fag-end of the day. The Council has been given 
certain powers by the Government. Th^ Couruil is asked to vote for 
expenditure necessary* for tlie administration of the Government of the 
country. When we are called ujxin to vote for expenditure, we have the 
right to determine how the money should he spent. We have to face 
the people. We had to explain to them why the Council voted for the 
.new taxation Bills and we .shall have to explain to them how^ tin* money 
that has been raised from them is l)eing spent. In view of these facl«, 
the Council has the right to look into every detail of expenditure. It 
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is ID the fitness of time that Mr. Suhrawardy has moved this resolutic®. 
Since the last year various members of this Council have been sug^gestlng 
reduction in the present scale of expenditure. I think, when a com- 
mittee for retrenchment was formed, it would have been advisable on 
the part of Government to have taken the views of the Council into con- 
sideration. 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to support the resolution of 
Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; I rise to accord my support generally 
to tlie propfwal for the ajipointment i)f a Retrenchment Committee. 
The Government have already appointed a committee for this purpose, 
generally in accord with what has been set forth in the resolution now 
before the Council. I, therefore, take it that so far as the principle is 
concerned, Government accept it lint there may l>e some discussion as 
to matters of detail Only. Tn spite, however, of the assured victory of 
this resolution, I think it my duty to say a few words from the point of 
view of the Muhammadan communitv of Bengal. T do not wish to say 
that the principle of communal representation should be pushed so far 
as to justify us in demanding that even in tlie matter of appointment of 
committees, at least one Muhammadan Tneml)(‘r must 8(*rve on them, 
but a cornmiltc'e of this charaeder is of a somewhat exceptional character. 
It will be (‘vident that the items of expenditure in the budget are more 
nr less inier-deptuident, and retrenchment in one direction may mean 
the swelling uf) of exiauiditure in anollier. Again, retrenchment in 
anv jiarticular department may mean real hardship on a particular com- 
munity. iSuppose that in a certain department it is proposed that the 
post of duftry and the durwaii are to be abolished*, that would at once 
mean that 9J) per cent, of the Muhammadan employees wmiild be turned 
out, because unfortunately, tlie only posts that Muhammadans bold in 
any office is that of the duftrv and the durwan. I'hat is, however, 
only by way of illustration, but T think that on the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee a representative from the Muhammadan members of this Council 
should have been taken in order to asceiiain the views of the community 
with regard to this (juesiion. The n’a.son why no Muhammadan was 
taken on the eommittee is perhaps not hard to find. It is either because 
Government thought that there was no such encumbrance in the country 
as the .Muhamiii*jdan (xmiinunity, or that no member of the community 
was fit to serve on the commiWee. I do not tliink that the Government 
really ignond the community altogether. The real reason, therefore, 
see’us to me that in the opinion of those who selected the committee, 
the Muhammadan rcunmunity were unable, by reason to their want of 
ability, exjieiicnce or otherwise, to render any useful service to the 
delil>erations of the committee. 

Now, Sir,* Government is in a financially embarrassed condition and 
it is well-known that Muhammadans generally are financially einbar«> 
rassed, so tlm Government should have thought that they were in a better 
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||jQ«iticm to advise them that those who were favoured by fortune./ There 
IS an expression in Benp^ali called Lahshvii chhora, which is applied 
to persons who are deserted by fortune. The Muhammadans generally 
at« Lakshmi chharas^ perhaps because they do not worship llie goddess 
of Luck or Fortune, Lakshmi, but in any way they are generally 
Lakshmi chharas; but, however, Lakshmi chharas the Muhammadans 
may be, the Government of Bengal at the present time is a greater* 
Lakshmi chhara; but, however, Lakshmi chharas the Muhammadans 
in this Presidency. We may In? financially embarassed, biit wc live 
in hope; there is hope for many of us that those of us who are jx)or 
to-day, will l>e rich one day; we ho{H‘ that although to-day w't' are 
struggling with foi^Tine, we will get ovco* our financial diffic nllies 
to-morrow. There is hope for many, wdni may he d(avn on their luck 
to-day, that they will oiice again he Messed with good fort\nu\ but 
alas! fbr the Government of Bengal, bankruptcy and insolvency are 
writ large over the finafices of this great Presidcm'y. The Govern- 
ment are the worst Lakshmi chharas in the Piesideiicy. Thd best 
possible thing that Ooverimient #ould have done was to have at 
least one Muhammadan member on Hhe !{etrenchnn‘nl Committee. 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: May 1 iis(* to a point of order? The word l.aLshmi 
chhara has got an 4 )(her nieanitig and it is lik(‘ly that it ma> he taken 
in that sense. 


Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 h ave oNplainf^l Die meaning of the 
w’ord Lakshmi chhara and I ladieve 1 am ‘^ticking to tliat d(*tinition 
which is “ one deserted by fortune,’^ 1 hojK* the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur will kindly reinemher tin* meaning of the (‘xpn'ssion in which 
I have used it. The (jovernment of Bengal should also renteml)<‘r that 
there is such a community as the Muhammadan community who have 
got their own views in these imi>ortant matters and who have a riglvt 
to be represented on these committees. 

With these words, Sir, 1 accoi^d iny suf)port generally to the proiK>sal 
for the appointment of a |{etrenchment Committ(*. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ N{>oke in Bengali in support of his 
resolution. The translation of liis speech is as follows : — 

Our expenditure side is growing dav by day notwithstanding the 
every-day talk of retrenchment. We find the appointment of new 
officers and fresh items tif expenditure alnnjst daily. Such provisions 
are in the budget before the House though we have several motions 
against them we can scarcely hope to succeed against tl^e majority of 
votes Government are enlisting in their favour. Japan is a prosperous 
tiouiitry in all respects but the pay of almost all high officials there is not 
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above IJs. 600 a raoBth. The high officials of this poor country get mubiir 
more and the Deputy Collectors and Munsifs are also getting mor0 
and laising their grades ever>^ now and then and life-blood of the poor 
are being sucked. No retrenchment is possible unless tbe rate of pey 
and the number of officials are reduced, and moreover to make it a 
success a (dass of people, disinterested and possessing independent 
mind, must come forward to pilot the scheme. We shall by no means 
achieve our object through officials who are directly Government servants 
receiving favours and eraving for more. Examples of carrying coal 
to New(*astle are very often seen in these days. There are several 
objections to give the poor ministerial officers a few rupees more 
but none appear in the case of higher officers whc are already’ on the 
higher graded scale. The Persian pend said : Kazar zvr hashed zur 
jahan ganj which means “ wealth begets wealth. This maxim 

has been adopt(*d in increasing the pay of tliose who are already over- 
paid. No member of this House can be lalled a true representative 
of the tenjuits wdio, unable through want of wisdom and ignorance of 
wlmt the r(‘forms meant, have recorded their votes for undesirables 
who do not look after their welfare. Notwithstanding what has 
luipjieiK'd some g(M)d may cottm* out if a R('trenchment Committee 
consist ing of non-officials be a[)|>ointed. 1 have sent in an amendment 
to this effect but as tbe jiresent motion is a vcmv reasonable one, I have 
no hesitation in supporting it. Tin* people of tlie country wdll entertain 
a certain amount of suspicion as rc'gards the committee formed. 
Government may argue that memhers are all businessmen or advance 
other arguments in its behalf. But the committee is for the benefit 
of the people and (Government in ap])ointing tbe same should have every 
regard for the w’ishes of the [wsiple. Government are bound to call 
the members of this House as tbe representative of tbe iHM)[>le and should 
not as such disregard their opinions. My esteemed friend Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Haq has expressed regret that the committee has not in 
it any Muhammadan element. No one csxn deny that it is a very reason- 
able demand. Government may .say many things in their support, but 
it is unf|uestionably desirable that ev<‘ry department should contain 
men of all the different classes more or less, unless of course, there be a 
dearth of qualified men in any partimilar classes. The absence of any 
Muhammadan on tbe committee wdll lead peo]de to think that either 
the community cannot supply a suitable man or that the Government 
have failed to look at things with an impartial eye. We are not non- 
co-operators hut have come here to co-operate fullv with the Govern- 
ment. If for that reason T have said what I believe to be ture,. and 
whether any heed is to l>e paid to my words it is for the Government 
to decide. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; The present 
resolution is a recommendation of the Government that a committee with 
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|ilv' ^on^&cial majority bo appointed to iuveMtig'ute aa to retreu^nieiit. 
l^Jia people are not satistied with the foimation of the committee and, 
ooilEiaequeiitly, it is necessary for us, the memliers of the Council, to 
being to the notice of Government that there ought to have been a non- 
official majority in the committee. That is an item of complaint and, 
on behalf of the people, 1 feel it my duty to let the Government know 
through the Council that there ought to have been a non-otticial- 
majority. The principal reason is that many (iovernment otlicers are 
interested in the matter, and conseiiuently those who are to iiujuire into 
and investigate the various subjects of retrenchment should not 
considered as persons iiitereste<l in the matter. ConsiHiuently, it is an 
item of serious consideraiioii wdietlier the Council should have been 
consulted in the formation of the committee. If the Council had been 
consulted, I am almost sure the (/ouiicil would have recommended a 
non-ofiicial majority. U]K)n the labour of this committee will dejiend 
the prosperity of the country. We have from time to time complained 
to the Council tln^ disadvantages to which we have been subjecled. 
You know, Sir, on various oicasions wdien the taxation Hills weie go- 
ing to bo passed, objections were raised on a(a*ount of the high <*ost of 
living and costly administration and that was the subject-matter of 
complaint ever since the inauguration of the new Council. If the 
expenditure had been (mrtaileil, I am almost (‘ertaiii that the taxation 
Bills would have no occasion to be passed. Governuient cjiine forward 
to the Council to ftiake up the deficiency, and increase of the nniuiue 
was cx>n8idered the standard or ]>assing of th(‘ Bills. The Bills have 
been passed and Goveniimuit now comes forward to api>oint a committee 
for the purpose of imiuiring into the matter whicli would have Ikmmi the 
subject of inquiry jirevious to that. I have got nothing to speak as to 
the personnel of the (;oinniitt(»e appointed, but I hoja* and tiust that 
Government would be in a jiosition to appoint mouh* non-officials in 
addition who would be able to grapple with the very im]K)rtani sul>- 
ject the results of which are to be considered by e\ery man. These are 
the observations which T make to the (\Mincil and I support the resolu- 
tion whole-he^Hedly. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; It is with very 
great regret that 1 have to find fault with the action of the Govern- 
ment and to support my friend, Mr. Suhrawardy. The Governim‘nt 
haTe appointed a committee and it is very ungracdous on our part to 
say a word against it, but the interests of the public require that the 
truth should he said. The committee, as at present constituted, is a 
very good one so far as oommercial matters are concerned. But none 
of these gentlemen has got anv experieruje whatsoever of the adminis- 
tration of this country. T simply wonder how this committee was 
appointed. No man, no Indian gentleman connected with the adminis- 
tration is in it. No gentleman connected with the Fniversitv or the 
Hi|^h Court which requires very urgent retrenchment has been 
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appointed to it. My friend Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar, who lias been 
taking so great an interest in the High Court and the University 
might have been aj)p()inted as also Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. These 
are matters which cannot be ignored because of the gracious act in 
ai»pointing a committee of retrenchment. We cannot shut our eyes to 
the fact tliat this committee would be ineffective and impotent. His 
,Exc>c*llencv the Governor is quite new to the country and he does not 
know which departments require the pruning knife. He has given great 
iiicn- su( < essji]l men — of the mercantile world and he thought they 
weie good enough for anything. They are surely good enough for 
inucli, hut they are not good enough for everything especially for the 
departineniM over which they have to apply the pruning knife. 1 say, 
with extreme regret, that we have to find fault with this gracious act 
of Tlis Fxcelh'ucy the Governor. 

Babu KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 support the motion 
moved by my friend, Mr. Suhrawardy. I am aware that a committee 
bus been upiK)iiited l)y Government, but 1 do not know whether the 
committee wdiich was apjioirited previously to look into the affairs of 
the Police Department has been superseded altogether by this. We 
had l>een asking for a Retrenchment (hunmittee and some time ago it 
was decided that all slanding committees should report upon possible 
retrenchment. 1 do not know what was the good of that. But what- 
ever that may be, I think the claim of this Council Has been ignored in 
appointing the Retrenchmefil Commiifee. I think the opinion of the 
Council ought to he taken if there is going to l>e any financial retrench- 
ment esp(*ci:dly w'ith" ref(*rence to transferred departments. The com- 
mittw has been appointed hut U(» representative of tlu Council has been 
bikeii on it. 'riiendore, we should j>ress upon tht‘ (Government our 
special claims to be heard on the point. 1 do not know' whether it is 
an oversigll’t or Inis Wen delilMuately done, hut us the peoples’ repre- 
sentatives liaving contiol over the budget have been ignored, we should 
ju’ess uiu>n tlie Government the uml of our representation. 

With these few’ words, I beg to support the motion. 

Tho Hon’blo Sir JOHN KERR: These resolutions were put in 
before tlie issue of the Government orders appointing the Retrenchment 
(Committee, and I naturally assume<l that when members saw the Gov- 
ernment Resolution, they woijrld withdrew their resolutions. Three of 
these resolutions have been withdrawn, and I am rather sorry that 
course was been taken because I was prepared to ac-cept those three 
resolutions. Mr. Suhrawanly, however, has moved his resolution end 
I not sorry that he 1ms done .so because it gives me an c^portunity 
of clearing ii]) a good deal of misunderstanding which seeme to exiet 
about tbe constitution and the purposes of our committee and I 
l)e glad to clear that up if I can. • 
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, First of all 1 should like to remind the Council very briefly of the 
previous history of retrenchment in this Council. Mr. Surend/a Nath 
Mallik, at tke very first meeting* of the Council in February, 1921, 
moved a resolution for the appointment of a large lietrenchment Com- 
mittee. I suggested to the Council that action of that kind was pre- 
mature within a few weeks of the formation of this Council. But 1 


recognised to the full on behult of Government the right of this Coun- 
cil to satisfy itself regarding all the details of our expenditure, and 1* 
told the Council that, it, in <‘onnection with the hudgei or suhsequently, 
they w’aiited any furtlier justifiration* for the financial provision made 
fur any paidicular dejiartincnl , (ioveinment would he t|Uite prepare<l to 
meet the wishes of the (V)uncil. That policy, we have steadily pursued 
during the last yea#. We aiipointed a committee to imiuire into the 
possibility of retrenchment in the Ihdice Department. That committc^e 
was appointed a year ago and it has not yet produced any report, and 1 
am givtfn to undonsiand by my friends who are serving on tliat com- 
mittee that they are not in sight of any report yet. However, 1 am 
glad to assure my friend, Babu Kishori Mohan (^haudhnri, that the 
appointment of Sir Hajendra Nath Mukharji’s committee will, in no 
way, prejudice the action of the committee on police retrenchment. 
We are only to<j anxious to have suggestions regarding ietnn(‘hm(Mit 
or rather to have the (juestiem of re(r(‘nchment thoroughly examimMl 
and to have suggestions made about retrern'himnt on th(‘ basis of that 
examination. Whether w^e ged suggestions from the Ihdice^ Committee 
or fnmi Sir Kajendra Nath Mukharji’s committee, is a matter of 
indifference to us so long as suggestions are nnnle, haseMl on sound 
reasons. Then, Sir,, it will be remembered that, last Dec ember Bai 
Bahadur Niharan Chandra Das (Jupta had a motion on the paper for 
the api>ointm6‘nt of a Kcdnnchment ( Vnnmittcs*. Tliat motion was 
withdrawn when T c^xplained to the Council that we liad arrangc'd to 
place each departmental budget l>efore tin* Standing ( ’ouiinittec's of 
the different dejxirtments and to consider their re^conimendat ions in 
framing the budget. But, Sir, unforiunatedy we had no retrenchment 
recommendations from the Standing Committees. On the contrary 
most of them propose<l an incuease in expenditure rather than reduc- 
tion. Not unnaturally, the conduct of the Standing (Vmimittc^es came 
in for some criticism in the course of the Budget debate and views were 
expressed by various members that there was need for the ajqM>inl- 
ment of a Retrenchment Committee which would cov»‘r the whole field 
of the activities of Government and wouid look into the (piestion from 
a broader point of view. T said in the course of the Budget debate that 
Government had in no way barren! the docir against retrenchment and 
that we would consider what could be done after the Budget wuis over. 
Then, as His Excellency told the Council the other day, coming here 
f^ah from his experience of the Geddes (’ommittee in England he 
dcH^ided to take up the matter himself. In the very first interview 
wbicb I had with him two days after his arrival here, His Excellency 
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brouclied this quei^tioii and aaked me to take it up. We took it up 
and th^ result is the resolution appointing this committee on which 
comments have been made to-night. 

The first objection that has been taken our committee is that 
it ought to have been elected by this Council. Mr. Suhrawardy was very 
strong on that point. I would remind him, as I believe he was the 
first to mention the Goddes Committee in this House, that the Geddes 
"Committee was not elected by the House of Commons. It was 
appointed by the Government just in the same way as our committee 
has been appointed. The Gcnldes Committee also did not contain any 
of what 1 may call the ordinary class of politicians, that is to say, 
peojde interested and active in ordinary political controvei’sies. It 
consisted entirely of business men. Our cominittle also will consist 
very largely of business men. The reason for that, Sir. I think, is 
perfeiitly obvious. What we rcniuire in a lietrenchment Committee in 
the fii'st i)lace is impartiality. We do not want a Retrenchmeht Com- 
mittee consisting of j)eoi)le who have already made up their minds as 
to the possibility or impossihility of retrenchm(‘nt. I may say. Sir, 
that some kind friends suggested to His Exc^ellency that 1 should pre- 
side over this committee. But 1 res[)ectfully asked His Excellency 
ic excuse me on the ground thnt it had been my business in this Council 
on many occasions to defend th(‘ expenditure policy of Government and 
1 felt that if T were ap|K>inted to the committee^ or asked to preside over 
the committee, 1 should be justly accused of want .of impartiality. I 
do not use the woi’d ])artiality ” iu any had sense. It is a good thing 
♦that some of us have strong (*onvictions and expr'ess them strongly. 
What 1 nieari is that for the jmrposes of tliis committee, I could not 
be regarded as impai'tial, just as Bahu Tndu Bhushan Dutta and Maulvi 
A, K, Fuzl-ul TIa(j eould m)t Ire regarded as impartial either. Mr. I)utta 
has given expn'ssion to-night to his views regarding the possibility of 
abolishing the lrn]>er*ial Services. I do not share those views mvself 
and T do not know whether the committee will decide that I am riglit or 
that Mr. Dutta is right, hut 1 do say iliat Mr. Dutta by expressing 
these views has made himself di.squalified to serve in the Retrenohment 
Committee. 

Professor $• C. MUKHERJI: What about Babu Surendra Nath 
Mallik who wanted to abolislr the posts of the Divisional Commis- 
sioners ? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: I must not be interrupted. 

T say Mr Diitt or myself would not be very useful members of the 
Retrenchment Committee. We shall be quite useful as witnesses, but 
not as members. Mr. Fazl-ul Haq has raised the Muliammadan ques- 
tion, T must say that it never struck me that there was a Muham- 
madan aspect in the matter at all, but T think I see what Mr. Faxt-ul 
Haq^s idea is. He wants a Muhammadan to be on the C4>mmittee so as 
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prevent the committee from turning out low-paid Muhammadan 
OiQployees from any particular department or from any particula/ branch 
of the services. This again is evidence of want of impartiality. It 
will be the committee’s business to find out whether any particular 
employee of Government is necessary or not necessary and to report 
accordingly, whatever the religion or the pay or tlie status of an officer 
may be, and it would be most unfortunate if members of the (‘ommittee 
started work with the idea that it was their duty to sliow sj^ecial favour 
towards any particular community. 

Now, Sir, in the Chairman of the Committee, 1 venture to think 
that we have a gentleman who is admirably suited for tlie work the 
committee has to do. Sir llajendra Nath Mukharji is a business man 
of the highest emrt)ence, his abilities are uiuiuestioneil and bis 
impartiality is not o})en to doiibt. In Mr. Rhodes, who was until lately 
a member of the Bengal Council and is now President ot‘ the Bengal 
ChambeV of Commerce and a M(‘inber of tlie Legislative Assembly, we 
have a Eurojiean business man of the highest cajKicity representing the 
European business world as Sir Rajendra Natli Mukharji n^presents 
the Indian business world. In Babu Siirendra Nath Mallik, we have a 
member of this Council who has urged insistently the m*cessity for 
retrenchment, hut who has not, I think, (‘ommitted himsidf to any 
jiarticular form of retrenchment. He moved a resoliifion in a very able 
speech on one occasion asking for the allotment of mon^ money for the 
tiansferred depart v<*nts. T could not a(‘cept th(‘ resolution as it stood. 
But the Council was greatly ini)>ressed ])v his arguments and I tliiuk in 
the eommitt(‘e h(* will represent th<‘ point of view of a very large 
number of members of this (Nmncil who would liW‘ to sec more money 
made available for the transferrcMl d(*partment if it can he done with- 
mit imiMiiring efficienev. In Rai Ahinash Chandra Bamujee' Bahadur, 
we have a gentleman also of great business exf>erience, and In* has the 
further advantage of being the ('hairman of the Birhlium DifUrict Board. 
It is inevitable that this Retrenchment (\nnmittee slnnild go iTito the 
question of the division of expenditure between the provincial Govern- 
ment and local bodies, and it will he a great advantage to have on the 
eommittee a business man who happens also to he a Chairman of a 
7>istrict Board. Mr. SpiT is tlie only official on the committee, and 
we thought it was advisable to give the committee an official to facilitate 
its work. Now, Sir, that is the rea.son why we constituted the com- 
mittee as we have done. We want imimrtiality and we want ability. 
Tho ox)mmittee does not contain any <ffficial l)esides Mr. Spry with 
administrative experience, but we felt very strongly that if we hmded 
the committee with a number of officials of different services and of 
different forms of administrative experience, we should not get the 
impartiality whieh we w’anted. Gffieial views regarding the possibility 
of retrenchment have been placed })efore this Coum il time and again. 
They come up in connection with every budget and every d(‘niand for 
WW expenditure. The Council know all about official views. They 
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will, of course, be placed before the committee, and it will be for the 
c(;mmit\ee to take them into consideration along with others, but ,we 
do feel that we do not want on the committee a whole series of people, 
who rightly or wrongly are (jommitted to particular views, whether on the 
official or on the non-official side. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Indu Bhushan Diitta has criticised the scope of the 
committee’s inquiry. I do not know whether he has read the resolu* 
tion app(>inting the committee which we have worded in the widest 
possible manner. We have said: The Governor in Ocpincil 

desires the committee to make recommendations for effecting all possible 
reductions in the expenditure of the local Government,” and we have 
asked them certain questions w’hich also give them the widest possible 
sco})e of infjuiry. Then we go on to say: ” It may l)e that the com- 
mittee’s inquiry will lead them to ret-ommeiid changes of policy. The 
decision as to the action to be taken on such recommendations must rest 
with the local Government, but the Governor in Council does not wish 
to limit in any way the scope of the committee’s investigation, and it 
will be oiien to them to indicate the economies which might be effected 
if |>articular policies were adopted, modified or abandoned.” The paiii- 
cular question which Mr. Indu Bhushan Dutta raises about the salaries 
of the various serviees and the possibility of substituting Provincial 
officers for Imperial officers will certainly be taken up by the com- 
mittee. It is not, of couise, within the power of the Government 
to give effect to any recommendations affecting the ‘Imperial Services, 
and we have indicated that in the resolution, but it will certainly be 
open to the committee — it is entirely within ihe terms of reference to 
— ii) make recoihmendations on sucb subjects, and I have not the 
slightest doubt that they will do so. T may mention in this connection 
that Mr. Dutta gave us some figures regarding the pay of public services 
in various countries. Well, about a month ago when the api)oiutment of 
Sir Itajeiidra Nath Mukharji was first decided upon, he came to see me 
and asked if we could give him figures similar to those mentioned by 
Mr. Dutta this evening, and we have as a matter of fact written to 
the India Office at Sir Rajcndra Nath Mukharji’s suggestion and asked 
them to give us complete and authorititive figures on tltat subject. 1 
merelv mention this in order to show the manner in which the com- 
mittee are tackling the matter. In these circumstances, I think the 
|)es8imism which has Wn expressed about the possibilities of the work 
(d the committee is unfounded.^ It will he perfec tly o})en to the members 
of this Council as it is to the loc^al Government to put up their ideal 
to the committee and to press them before the committee. 

In these (drcumstances, I suggest that we leave the committee to 
make ihe best it can of its difficult job. I shall see that the proeeedihgi 
of this evening are laid l>efore the committee in due course, and I do 
not think they will recpiire any further hints m to the desire of tbo-. 
Council regarding the lines which their investigation should take. 
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I am afraid, Sir, we cannot accept this resolution, because it is 
now too late to alter the constitution of the committee, and as^I have 
said, we do not regard the election of members of the Council to the 
committee to be a very suitable pmc^edure. Perhaps, in the circum- 
stances, the mover will not press his resolution. 


Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am imbed thankful^ 
that I have the siipixirt of so many members of the Council, and 1 
hope, too, that we shall be able to share the confidence in tlie committee 
which the Hon’ble Member has expressed. 1 am glad indeed that 
he recognises what he himself has poinied out to us some time ago 
that retrenchment and economy are two different things altogether. 
There is one remaA of liis, however, that 1 consider with a certain 
amout of alarm, and that is the suggestion tliat lie 1ms thrown out 
that a ^committee in winch tlierc are non-official memlHUsI of this 
Council will not be an impartial committee. I am afraid that the 
Hon’ble Member from now is already condemning the Polic e^ Committee 
which is composed of a majority of non-official memlau’s, and if so, 
I think the best thing that the Police (\)mniittee can do will lie to give 
place to this Retremdnmuit (’ommilteie and retire giancdully, rather 
than be humiliated by the Iloirble Member, ami |K)ssibly by othei 
members, when their recommendations are j)ut before this: C^juncil, 
on the ground that as the IVdic^e (\)mmittee is c‘c)mj>osed of non-official 
members, it will neff be impartial. 

Jjastly, 1 was struck by the rcunark of the Hon’blc^ Member that the 
Gedcles Committee, which I had the honour first to rc'fer to, was a 
committee appointed by Government, but that wiis iu< England where 
the Government has the confidence of flie (‘ountry, and although 
Government may or may not uca;ept what that c-omniittee has to say, 
it knows that it has the Ibirliameiit Ijehind its back. Pjit, S>ir, the 
Hon’ble Member has commented with such ability on llic p«*rsonel of 
the committee and has ix)iiitcd out to us tfie markcMl aptitude which 
the members of the committee have for impartiality, even — 1 hope 
Mv Spry will forgive me — by holding up Mr. Si)ry as an im}mrtial 
member, I think I shall not be •justified in pres-sing my resolution for 
the consideration of the Council. J beg leave, tlcerefore, to witlidraw 
my resolution wnth the hoi)e that the recommendations of this committee 
may not bring it into conflict w ith the Council. 

• 

The Hon'ble 8ir JOHN KERR; May I make a personal exjdanation P 
1 am sorry if I have hurt the feelings of the members of the Polic^e 
Committee. Fortunately I have nothing whatever to do with the 
Police Committee. I was only dealing with the question of impartiality 
in regard to this Retrenchment Committee, and T said that as far as 
that committee was concerned neither certain officials nor some of the 
mm-officials who have spoken on the subject, could be regarded as 
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impartial ineml)erK. In regard to the l^olice Committee, I should havife 
to make further inquiries before I could express any opinion in regard 
to its impartaality. (Laughter.) 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. ‘ 

Improvement of Water-supply. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move that 

“ this Council recommends to the (lovernment that a committee, con- 
sisting of three elected representatives of this Council and two expert 
Engineers and three representatives of the district boards of Bengal 
and the mover, be formed at once to devise ways* and means for the 
provision of an extensive sj'^stem of water-supply in the province, and 
to suggest other necessary improvements for the increased supply of 
pure drinking water and water for cultivation puri) 08 e 8 in the mufassal.” 

This resolution aims at doing something for the poor rate-payers of 
Bengal. Just a few minutes ago, some papers were circulated to the 
memhers of this Council giving, as it were, a hisiory of water-sui>ply 
in the province, and in those papers it was ])ointed out that various 
steps had been taken and last of all the Puhli(‘ Works cess was surren- 
dered to the district hoards, so that they might he in a fair position to 
devote a good jH)rtion of their revenues towards improving the water- 
supply in the mufassal. I daresay most of the district boards of 
Bengal took their cue from these instructions and they have been doing 
their level heat for removing the water scarcity in the mufassal but 
notwithstanding all their endeavours, 1 beg to submit to this Council, 
the funds at their disposal are quite limited and notwithstanding their 
beat intentions, they cannot remove the water scarc'ity of the province. 
This can very well be illustrated from the (uise of the Pabna District 
Board. Since the surrender of Public Works cess in 1918, the District 
Board of Palma has been si>ending over Rs. 16,900 a year for water- 
supply alone and during the last eight years it has excavated 171 masonry 
wells, 61 ring wells, and 5 tanks. If wt* go on in this fashi(;n, it w’ill 
take 126 years for the district board to give one well to one village. That 
shows the absurdity of the ex|)ectation that the district board with its 
limited resources will lie able to do away with the water scarcity in the 
mufassal. T am glad to note that the Government of Bengal is aware of 
this fact and more than onee it has expressed its willingness to take 
up this matter. I submitted to Government a memorial after the acces- 
sion of office of our TTou'ble Minister, who convened a meeting of the edi- 
tors of the local iKi]>ers and he tried bis best to im])ress on them the neces- 
sity of creating a popular feeling in favour of removing the standing diffi# 
culty of water-supply in the mufassal. In his speech to the editors he 
pointed out that Bengal was going to be dejmpulated by the uusud 
increase of death-rate of the people over the birth-rate* He gave a 
very instructive table showing the death-rate as well as the birth-rate. 
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table shows the unusual preponcleiiance of dleath-rate oyer ihe 
birth-rate. This is because our villages are going to be ruined by 
cholera, malaria, dysentery and other fell diseases and most of the 
diseases can be attributed to bad drinking water. This is a year of 
unusual drought and we received reports from the nuifassal that in 
village after village there was no water for drinking purjwses at all, 
even the bullocks and other animals had to go without drinking water- 
for some time and the people were forced to undertake a journey of 
four to five miles in order to have drinking water for the use of their 
family and themselves. Now, I need not dwell on the importance of 
this question, but would simply point out the real state of things 
obtaining in villagef^, because it is well-knowui to almost all the memWs 
to the Council. This ia the only question whirdi puzzles and reigns 
supreme in the mind of oiii TIon’ble Minister, He said »n his si^eech — 

I need hardly add that a comprehensive system of bonificaEione for the whole of 
Bengal will involve heavy expenses. Where is the money to come from? Govern* 
ment is not financially prosperous. We cannot under the lleform Scheme expect 
any aid from the Government of India for a local project of this kind Well, the 
money must be found and the lives of the people saved. We must have recourse 
to loans. In no country are such projects financed except by loan. We need not 
go very far. Calcutta is now different from what it was 50 years ago.” 

Now one tiling that struck our Minister is to have recourse to loans, 
and we shall examine one by one how’ w’c can rest assured on the basis 
of loan alone. Th? next idea that our Minister entertains is with regard 
to the piotentialities of our union boards wdiicb arc going to be formed 
in some places though they have proved a failure in some places. With 
regard to union boards, T submit that they cannot su^iply the necessities of 
the mufassal liecause they have only a small revenue and cannot have 
money enough to excavate one tank even in 10 years. If we re»ly on the 
activities of our union hoards, wc shall have to go disappointed as of 
late. 

The next point is wliether there would be sufficient loan for us 
to remove the difficulties of the mufassal. Having regard to the financial 
position of this Government, T can say that Government will never be 
in a position to get sufficient loan for this purpose. Then, if we cannot 
rely on loans, some other means must be found out. With regard to this, 
my submission to the C’ciincil is to form a committee consisting of 
expert gentlemen who can find out ways and means and who can be 
better expected to know tlie secrets of tlfb province and who can bring 
forward some scheme which will give satisfaction to the Council for 
adoption. In the meantime, in my own humble way, I beg to offer 
some suggestions. My suggestion is to have recourse to the Bengal 
Agricultural -and Sanitary Improvement Act. By having recourse to 
that Act we can improve the water-supplv in the mufassal and help the 
agriculturists, by providing large quantities of water for irrigation 
purposes. Two problems confront us. Under that Act somebody must 
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^five gwaraBtee for financing a scheme before any action can be takes 
by the Collector. For that purpose for the present the dUtriei 
board can guarantee for one or two works, but the district board is 
not rich enough to be able to guarantee for any considerable number of 
works that will be found necessary for the district. With that object 
in view we must have a large organisation with a large capital of, say, 
'Rs. 3 to 4 crores. My suggestion is that thei*e should be a limited com- 
pany with a large capital and (ioverriment should give a guarantee of 
profit of, say, 7 i)er cent. Without that guarantee the public are not 
likely to contribute largely towards the formation of that sort of organi- 
zation. My claim for that guarantee is that with regard to large railway 
and canal jirojects, private eom|>anies are entrusted with this kind 
of work and they are eveTi guaranteed of the pn)fits by Government in 
the interest of the j)ublic, and this is the primary business of Govern- 
ment to enable the agric ulturists to subsist and carry on their business. 
Unless you helj) the agric'ulturists to keep their body and soul together and 
unless th(*y are heli>ed then' cannot go on with cultivation by which the 
country will suffer. Some time ago then* was a resolution for enabling 
the country to expoH its rice to foreign countries. We strongly opposed 
the resolution on the ground tnat our supply was not sufficient to main- 
tain ourselves. In the inufassal v/hen we have got a project for a large 
scheme we are cumfronted with the diffinilty of finding suitable con- 
tractors. Even in the case of re-excavation of old , tanks, we have to 
entrust the work to ordinary contractors who carry mud and other 
things. In certain c'ases no (‘ontractor can be found to do it and it has 
to be abandoned, bu* if we have an organization with a large capital, 
this organ iza lion can have drc*dgers and other useful implements at 
their command and they can promulgate and work out schemes all over 
the province. They (’an exeeule these works and finance them as well. 
That will t/hviate the difficulty at the initial stag^ of taking action 
under the law, for ncitlier the local hoards nor the district boards, nor 
the local Government can at pr<*sent give guarantee owing to the paucity 
of funds. 

( A Member : ‘‘ Is there a quonim ? '*) 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Yes. 

T may infoiin members that in regard to the c’ircular just communi- 
ertted setting forth the time for the discussion of the various motions 
for d^mamls, the ('’ouneil w ill s/t dr die in dietn, that is to say, if the list 
of demands put forward for diseussioii for a certain day finishes before 
the hour of adjournment, the discussion of the next demand w'ill be 
taken up. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: So, Sir, mv 
wicommendation to this Hou.se is that this should be done, as the 
Minister has already expressed bis willingness that there should be 
one scheme for the w hole province. 
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Then there is another point which I would like to refer ^to this 
Cetmcil. At present Government money is being exj)ended over schemes 
as they come up before Government without any definite idea as to what 
all^ount can be expanded for the whole province. During the long j>eriod 
from 1895 to 1919, when the Sanitary Drainage Act was in force, nothing 
was done to improve the condition in the mufassal. In answer to a 
question of mine, the Minister in charge of Public Health gave som^ 
figures of the works that were done during the the last 10 years from 
1911 — 19. These were Magrahat drainage, Nawisunthi and otliers which 
ar0 all in the districts of the 24-Parganas, Jessore and Nadia. There 
is’ a well-known proverb that “ charity begins at home,” but in tlie 
case of the activitiss of Government we find that (diarity is confined 
to home. It is only confined to a few districts arouml (^dcutta and 
does not extend to the mufassal. If you go on siHMiding Government 
money in this way without a general scheme for the whole province, 
years and years will be spent over one or two s(du‘mes in districts near 
Calcutta and nothing will be done for districts which are far away 
from Calcutta. In this year’s budget there is a scheme put forward 
for the Titaghur Munici]>ality whicli has promulgated a scheme involv- 
ing an exi>enditure of Ks. 10 laklis and Us. 7 lakhs have been j>aid for 
by jute mills and anotlun* Us. 0 lakhs and od<l have to 1 h* met by the 
Government though only Us. 1,000 has Iummi juit forward in the budget. 
That is the thin ei^fl of the wcslge I’here is no guaranlca' that Govcmi- 
ment are not going to spend a much Iargc*r sum of money. If you go on 
in this fashion, 1 submit that your money will be frittered away and that 
your exjKMiditure will he (Muifiued to a f(*w districts and without any 
definite scheme*. My suhmission is tliat. \ou shouhl not suH|H‘nd all your 
activities. Yon nmy go on in this fashion, hut at the same time you 
should have a representative* and strong rominittee in ordi’r to find out 
a scheme for the whole province as well as to find out way* and m(*ans 
to finance it and remove the standing grievance of want of water in the 
mufassal. 


Another a8i>ect of the tpiestion is that the Agricultural Dep)artment 
is trying its level best to grow a little more jute in the country, but it 
cannot do anything unless it helps the cultivators to sow their seeds in 
time. You know that in Kastern Bengal the best lauds for jute are the 
lowlands that go under water during the rains and unless the seeds are 
sown in time (March), the jute caniiq}- grow to a sufficient height. 
This year there was a total dearth of water and there was no rain during 
the months of March and April. Therefore, they could not sow in time. 
If the flood came as early as in last year, there would have been a total 
destruction of the crop huh thanks to Providence the flof)d iir late, so 
there is some expectation that there will he a moderate harvest. 

My suggestion is that when we are going to supply good drinking 
water in the mufassal, we should arrange for plenty of water for 
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irrigation purposes. If we do that, the cultivators need not be at tbe 
mercy of the freaks of nature. They will have something to f«ll back 
ujwn when there is a drought. They will be able to water their lands 
from the nearest well or tank and ^row their crops. 

With these few words, 1 commend my resolution to the acceptance 
of the House. 

As there was no quorum, the Council was, at this stage, adjourned till 
3 o’clock on Friday. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: May 1 ask a 

question ? I want to know whether my resolution will stand over till the 
next session or shall I liave to jf^ive fresh notice. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I iK)st}K)ne the discussion on your 
resolution and the other (^oj^nate resolutions to the next session.* 


Adjournment. 

The (Jouiicil was iidjourned till Friday, the 7th July, 1922, nt 
3 P.M., at the Town Hall, (Calcutta. 
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Proeoedings of the Bengal Legislative Counoil assembled under the 
provisions of the Covernment of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chaml)er in the Town Hall, (Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 7th July, 1922, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Jlon’hle the ft)ur Menihera 
of the Executive Council, the Ilnn’ble the three Ministers, and 95 nomi- 
nated and elected ineAiheis. 

Supplementary Budget of the Government of Bengal for the 
year 1922-23. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray); I have 
to inform you that His Excellency the Governor has directed that the 
moving* of the demands for grants will continue dr <hr in dirin, that 
is, if the business of the 71 h is finished Indore the end of that day, tht^ 
businesH of the 10th will l)e taken u|) and so on. 


Demands for grants. 

5.— Land Revenue. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE | LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

I move that a sum of Its. 9,730 be ^^ranted for ex|H*nditure ’ 4 nder h(‘ad 
“ 5. — Land llcvenue.” 

I do not j)ro]H)se to make any comment at tin* piesfuit moment, as 
I find that there are thret* motions for reduction. In my reply to these 
motions, 1 will give my reasons foi; the grant. 


Motions for reduction. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ niovec^that the demand of Its. 1,050 
under head 5. — Taind Revenue — Land Acciuisition EstablishmenI ” 
be reduced by Rs. 550. 

He delivered his si)eech in Bengali, a translation of which is 
follows : — 

Since 1914-15, the grant under this head has always lx*en on the 
increase. But, Sir, let me say that if money was not extracted by 
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means of taxation, this item would surely not have required any exceej 
demand every year. But when funds have been forthcoming^ I do not life 
to say that we should suffer at any rate. At the same time, we should 
economise. Sir, Rs. 30 has been allotted as pay where Rs. 15 would 
have sufficed before. It would be extremely hard lines on us if we have 
to double this exi>enditure. I think it will be more than sufficient ii 
we increase the demand under this head by one-half. 

There is a sayinp; in this country: .shap-o-maruky lathi-o na hhanguk^ 
this is, “ let the snake be killed, but the club not broken.” In othei 
words it implies that we should make our demands without overtaxing! 
tlie ])eop]e. I should observe that money is much more necessary for 
education, sanitation, public health and water supply than this item. 
Unfortunately, no eye is kept on these matters. It would l)e somethinp 
at least to the jHmple if they are benefited by this additional taxation 
in the furtherance of the cau.se of education, im])rove7uent of sanitation, 
etc. I, therefore, strongly move that this motion of mine l)e accepted. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The itein which the Shah Sahib wants to reduce from 
Rs. 1,050 to Rs. 500 involves a very small item, but it is in connec- 
tion with file i>roiH)sed increase of the conveyan(*e allowance to the 
ysurv(‘v<)r-valuers of the Land Ac(iuisiti<)n office in Calcutta from 
Rs. 15 to Rs. 30 a month. The rate of Rs. 15 was sanctioned about 
8 years ago and has been found to be inad(M|uat(‘ ; last yesar the Land 
Ac<iuisition Officer drew the attention of Ooveunment to this inadequacy 
and point(‘d out that similar offic ers in th<‘ Calcutta Improvement Trust 
and the ('orjunation drew higher rates. They asked for a still higher 
rate tlian Rs. 30, but while Oovernment recognised the fac*t that Rs. 15 
was iiiadc^ juate, Oovernment did not sco its way to c onsider any rate* 
above Rs, 3(* to be justified. It will Ik* seen that this amount is reejuired, 
and cutting it down to any figure like Rs. 500, as projosed, will do no 
good; so under the circumstances, I trust the mover will withdraw 
the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand of Rs. 8,680 
for re-writing of Land Registration registers under head ” 6. — Land 
Revenue — Land Records — District charges ” be refused. 

Before 1 speak on the motion itself, I wi^h to take this opjxjrtunity 
of entering my most emphatic protest against the manner in which the 
allotment of time has been made in the time-table for the discussion of 
the several demands. 

The Hofi’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Is he in order in criticising His Excellency's order P 
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Tlw DEPUTY'PRESIDENT* You rniinut raise any ol)je<^ioii on 
that score, Mauivi Sahib. 

MauIvi Aa Ka FAZL«UL HAQs I can certainly make comments 
which I do not think would 1 h' out of order. There is nothing in the 
rules to prevent discussion of this character. I ^^ant to discuss — — 

The Hon’ble tho MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of* 
BURDWANs Surely tln^ Tiiatter rests with Ilis Kxccdlency tin* (lover- 
nor and should not he nderred to. 

Mauivi Aa Ka FAZL-UL HAQ: I should he very much obliged if tin* 
rule could be read oift to me which prevents discussions of this cliaracter. 

I Inlve looked througli tlie rules, and 1 (‘annot find anything there to 
j)revent such a discussion. Since the rules do not prevent it, I should 
like these ob.servations to be placed before llis Excellency. 

Tho DEPUTY-PRESIDENT a The rule is: A member while siH*ak- 
ing must not reflect uiH)n tlie comluct of His Majesty the King-EmjH'ror, 
the Governor-General, or any Governor. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: It is not casting any reflection on 
the conduct of the Governor. The Goveunor, on th(‘ advice of someone 
I do not know, hjy< deciihsl that 15 minutes will 1 m» allott(Ml for tin* 
discussion of this demand. I submit that 15 minutes is most ina(le<|Uatf'. 

I am entitled to give my reascuis, and 1 am entitled to ask that mv 
remarks be plac(‘(l for consi(h*ratio!i lM‘fort‘ His Excellency. I am not 
casting any reflecti(m on the Governor. I ask for a ruling. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: M ay 1 jM)int out that when the Budget came u]> for dis- 
cussion, the same procedun* was followed ? A ( eitain amount of time 
was given for the discussion of each motion; I do not think tlierc was 
any irregularity; I do not think any inemlM*r took any objection to the 
time-limit then allotted. I do not see why tin* mover should take any 
objection to the time-limit now. • 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: At that time I objected 
and stated that the time allotted was (piite inHuflici(‘nt. 

CHIEF 8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. J. Donald): Do 

you not think we should confine our attention to the item Ixdon* us y 

The DEPUTY-PRE8I DENT: My ruling is that you cannot dis<‘UHS 
or criticise His Excelency’s orders in a debate. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I must bow' to your ruling, but I 
submit most re8i)ectfully that you are gagging me. Ilowevej , I pass 
on to the reasons for my objection to the demand. 
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We'^find on reference to pag-e 4 of this book which has been 
characterised by the Hon’ble Sir John Kerr as ‘‘ a little book of demands 
that the sum of Its. 8,680 will be necessary for the re-writing of Land 
Eegistration registers in the Midimpore district on the basis of the 
iecord-of-i‘ights pre{)ared during the last settlement o])erations, and lor 
this purj)()He two clerks on Rs. 50 per mensem, six section clerks on 
Rs. 40, six assistant section clerks on Rs. e‘16, six assistant section clerks 
on Rs. 00, sixteen mohunirs on Rs. 25 each will be necessary. There 
will also be necessary two duftries and two jK*ons, but I do not object 
to this latter item, because these i)ersonH will certainly be Muhammadans. 
Therefore, so far as this item is concerned, I fail to see why this work 
cannot be i>erf()rmed by the jrermanent staff. I know that settlement 
oi>erationH entail the re-writing of Land Registration registers, still 
the work is not of such an arduous character that a ]:)ermanent estab- 
lishment on so extensive a scale should l)e required. Besides, if this 
was a noii-recurring charge we might have allowed a sum of Rs. 2,600 
or Rs. 8,000 for re-writing registers, but this year we know that this 
extra exjienditure will amount to Rs. 8,680, and the total ultimate 
exi>enditurc will be nearly Rs. 15,000; that is to say, the tax-pc^yers 
of tlic Midnaj)ore district will be saddled with a iHonianeiit cluirge of 
ovei’ Rs. 16,000 a year for the simple purpose of noting changes intro- 
duced by tile setleinent operations. This is the thin cmd of the wedge 
and on that principle I object to the exjHMiditurc. The ministerial 
establishment should be j)aid at temjKirary rates, and 1 object to the 
establishment being of a jHumanent charactei*. 

With these remarks, I objecd to the demand being granted. 


The Hofi’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Whenever I find my friend, for whom I always have a 
sneaking liking, on the warpath, I apprehend that he has been suiBfer- 
ing from indigestion. 

If he will look at the jiage referred to, he will find that this estab- 
lishment is temiKirury and not a jXMinanent establishment. It is true the 
total exiK'nditure will Ik' Rs. 14,880, of which amount we have provided 
Rs. 8,(580 this year. As for tlie numlier of hands required, it has been 
put in on the basis of past exi>erience of the requirements of such estab- 
lishments. It cannot be denied that the re-writing of Land Registration 
ri'gisters is nmessary when settlement records are completed. The 
settlement records of Midnaixue having been completed, the time has 
arrived lor the work of re-writing the Land Registration registers. 
This is a necessity in order that the Collectorate registers which form 
the basis of the work of collection of revenue should be up to date. 
The longer it is i)ostiK>ned, the more it will cost, and the more trouble- 
some the actuiU work of collecting on the Imsis of inac'curate Tegisters 
will l)ecome. The revision of the Collectorate registers on the basis of 
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the most up-to-date information by the wet t lenient records is^ there^ 
fore, but merely elementary pnnlenee leading to ei‘onomy in the end. 
It is not a new idea, but the aeeepled policy of (Government. The pro- 
vision of Ks. 8,f)80, as already mentioned, out of a total of Ks. 14,880, 
is what we reijuiie for the completion of the re-writinj? of these Land 
Ilegfistration rejifisters, and I ask this rouncil to consider whether there 
is any real reason to object to such an item, which is an absolute* 
necessity. 

For these reasons, I must press for the demand and ojiposi* (he 
motion for reduction. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: T move that the demand for expendi- 
ture under head 5. — Land Keveiiue 1 h‘ refused. 

The allotted time luis almost expired. Ihdbre 1 on, 1 wish to 
IKiint out that T hoiH' my remarks may reach His Lxcelleiu y the (Gover- 
nor. Onlv nine minutes are left for me to move this motion; ihe 
Maharajadhiiaja will appiojuiate sev<‘n minutes of this, ami Shah Sahib 
and myself will have only two minutes; it is im|K)Hsible to ^mt on in 
this short space of tinu*, therefore I do not wish to say anythin^''. I be^ 
leave to withdiaw' the motion. 

The motion was then, bv leave of the (\)uncil, withdrawn. 

The original demand that a sum of Its. 9,780 be granted for exjH'ndi- 
ture under head “ 5. — Land Itevenue was then put and agreed to. 

8.— Foreets. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [FORESTS] 
(the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): f move that 
a sum of Ks. 19,171 Im* granteil for ex|x*nditure under h<‘ad 
8.~-Foresls.^^ 


Motioiis*for reduction. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand rd Ks. 8, (KM) 
for exj>enditure under head “ 8. — Forests ** for completion of Jlivisional 
Forest Officer’s bungalow at Cox’s Bazar refused. 

In spite of the insufficiency of time, I think I must go on. The sum 
required for this puriiose is Ks. 8, (KM), and we fiinl in the note made 
by Mr. Spry in that “ little book ” that recently the Divisional Forest 
Officer’s bungalow was burnt down, that it is essentially neiessary to 
reconstruct* it, and that (Government have alremly sanctioned the pur- 
chase o| certain stores for this purpose. I fail to see why the Ilon’ble 
Member now comes to the Council for sanction when already some 



DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


m . 


[7th JtTLT 


money ^has been spent without our consent. The term ** completion of 
the Forest Officer’s bungalow ” shows that exj)enditure has already been 
incuiTed, and we do not know how many thousands of rupees have 
already been sjxjnt. 1 am afraid that this kind of demand cannot l>e 
* granted. Secondly, for a Divisional Forest Officer’s bungalow, the 
sum required, vtz.y Us. 8,000, is big enough; l>esides, some few thousands 
'of rupees have already been H|KUit on this account. At any rate the 
demand should Ik; refused. 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Us. 8,000 
under head “ 8. — Forests ” for completion of Divisional Forest Officer’s 
bungalow at (’ox’s Bazar be reduced by Us. 4,000. 

He delivered his H|K*ech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

I have been asked by the President to be brief. As Maulvi A. K. 
Fazd-ul I fail has advanced arguments in suj)j)ort of his motion, which is 
almost identical with mine, I do not lik(‘ to go (>v(*r the same ground 
again. But h(‘ has refu.sed this grant ni ioto, whereas I am only in 
favour of the reduction of the grant by one-half. As the beat-houses 
were burnt down, I think their rec'onstruction is necessary, and this, 
I hojK‘, may Ix' done — at least may serve our ]>ur]X)se in these days of 
financial stringency — with the amount suggested by me, viz>, Us. 4, ()()(). 

The Hen’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The Forest Officer’s bungalow at (’ox’s Bazar, as Maulvi 
A. K. Fa>d-ul Ilaii l|as pointed out, was buint down. The work (d‘ 
reconstruction was begun last year, and we have sj^ent a considerable 
sum of money with the sanction of this Council last year. This amount, 
which is now put in at Us. 8,000, is required to complete the work which 
was begun* last year. I am sorry that in this book only Us. 8,000 has 
been put down, because the amount already sixuit should also have found 
its place there. The fact of the matter is that the work is in a half- 
completed state at ])resent and this amount is required to comjdete the 
bungalow ; this bungalow is required for the Forest Officer, and it would 
be inadvisable to refuse or curtail this demand. Therefore, I Iiojk; the 
movers of the motions for reduction or refusal of the demand would see 
their wuiy to withdraw the motions. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I move that the demand 
of Us. 980 under head ‘‘ 8. — Forests — Scheme 18 ” be refused. 

I raise objection to this demand as I am not satisfied with the arrange- 
ment made. It is stated in this book of demands that in view of the 
increase in the cost of living and in order to attract and retain suitable 
candidates in the service. Government have sanctioned the abolition 
of the third grade of foresters on Us. 25 and the redistribution of the 
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infesent 70 posts in the proi)ortion of 33 jwsts in the first frnide on 
Rs. 35 anil 37 ixj.sts in Uie secoinl p-raile on Ks. 30. So it is utliuitk^d 
that these i>OHis should hc^ made attrarlive. If ihut is so, I do not iiiider- 
staud why the case of tlie men in the third grade and eight only in the 
second grade and not the remaining men in the secoiul gratle or the first 
grade is considered. I think if any consideration is to he shown, it 
should be shown to all. Of course, if then* Ik* any unworthy persons,, 
their cases need not be considered, but 1 do not see any reason why no 
consideration should be shown to the remaining men in tlu* si‘cond and 
the first grades in tluvse days of exjKmsive living. I do not w'ish to In* 
extravagant, but I cannot understand how it is that then* are no deserv- 
ing men in the first^ji-rade and there are eight only in tlu* s(‘con<l grade. 
I should like (iuvernnient to place a statement before the House. 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 

BUROWaN: The amount tluit we have put in here has been based on 
certain memorials subnntted to U(wernment ; the Conservator (»f 
Forrests went into the matter and submitted these reccnnmendations. 
With regard to the other ]>osts whi<‘h Ihibu Kishoii Mohan (Mtaudhuri 
has mentioned, (loverninent at ])resent do not consider that theie is any 
case for further incienient. ()l course*, if there is any cas«‘ foi’ afiy further 
increment, no d<)ui)t I shall <‘ome up to tlu* (’oun(*il with a fr(‘sh 
demand; but that is no icuison why we should deprive those for whom 
(certain increment ?s justified, and for that reason this anuamt. has been 
put ill in the snj)pleinentary budget. 1 theiefoie ])ress for tlie demand. 


Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: do not suggest a 

reduction. My suggestion is tliat something niore should lu* done. 
However, T beg leave to withdiaw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave ot the Council, withdrawn. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; I move that the demand *for oxi>endi- 
ture under head “ 8. — Forests ” be refused. 

I see only six minutes now remaining for nu* to move this motion. 
I rise to say a few words why 1 suggest that the total demand should be 
refused. In this (\)uncil with fhe vSecretaries to the (loverninent sit- 
ting in serried jihalanx in front and the members of the (lovernment 
behind to bring up the rear, it is impossible to make out a ca.se for total 
reduction within the short .space of six minutes. I shall, however, 
attempt to do the impossible and see wdia# I can do. 

The money proposed to be spent is really what will he realised by the 
working of the new taxation Acts, or in other wands, the money that 
will come to the revenm‘s of the province by taxes realised from the 
people. Now all this money is of an exceptional character liecanse 
it will be realised by the operation of taxes whic h were imposed under 
circumstances of exceptional necessity. I was sitting here at the time 
that the taxation Bills were* introduced, and if I understood the Hon'bie 
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Sir John Kerr aright, I thought I heard him «ay that the money that 
would be realised would be spent primarily for the support of the 
nation-building departments, or, in other words, the money would be 
spent for such productive purposes as would lead to the expansion of the 
departments transfened to the popular control. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, on opening the “ little book ” we tind that instead of spending 
the money for the nation-building departments, thousands 
have been spent for the building of bungalows for forest officers. 
Sir, tliere is a great deal of difference between the buildings of 
bungalows and the building of the nation-building departments. I 
feel that I was one of those who did not resist the passage of the taxa- 
tion Kills. I ought to iK>int out to the officials that every pice of this 
money should be spent in conformity with the jiledges soleiniily given, 
that not a j)ice of it should be spent unless under circumstances of 
exceptional necessity, and without money first being approprjiated for 
the up-keep of the departments transferred to popular control. The 
proposals that are now before us are not of such character. They do not 
therefore justify exi>enditure out of revenues derived from the new tax- 
es. I hope I will get time to explain why I have, as a matter of fact, 
suggested that the entire demand, as set forth in this book, be refused. 
Meanwhile I may indic'ate, as one of my jeasons, that there is a 
Retrenchment Committee sitting and it is nec'essary that we should 
await the report of that committee befon* we embark on 
further expenditure. 

I wish to explain to the IIonTde the Mahara jadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan that in his reply to my first motion for reduction under this 
head he was pleased to say that some thousands had already been spent 
for the completion of the forest officer's bungalow and that Rs. 8,000 
more was recpiired 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot discuss that point now; 
please confine your remarks to the motion. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I do not wish to say anything more. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the 
Hon^ble Sir John Kerr): The member has referred to me in men- 
tioning the pledges which were given in regard to the taxation 
Bills; I should like to say, a few words in reply. Members who 
listened to the debates on the taxation Bills will remember that demands 
were made from various quarters for some assurance as to the manner 
in which the surplus we should get from the operation of these Bills 
would be spent. In reply, I said that it was quite impossible for me at 
that time to give any detailed assurance on that point, because the 
allotment of surplus revenues was not a matter for the Finance Depart- 
meat, but for the Government as a whole. But I indicated that the 
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prospect was that in allocafinp <he surplus, we should /arive about one- 
tiiird to the reserved departments and two-thirds to the tnuisferred 
departments. That undertaking? we have carried out to the letter; as 
I explained the other day when I introduced the supplementary esti- 
mates, we have a total sum of Rs. 50 lakhs to spend ; out of that, Rs. 17 i 
lakhs has been allotted to the reseived departments and Rs. lakhs 
to the transferred departments. Of the expenditure covered by the 
estimates, whicli we are considerinff this week, Rs. 11,70,000 is heinf? 
asked for by the reserved departments and Rs. 2t?,51,000 by the trans- 
fen'ed deiMirtmeiits, that is to say, the (honaiids of the transferred 
departments are almost double those of the reserved dei)artinents. 
Under the circumstances, I submit that there is no substance in the 
objections of Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul ITa([. 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 

burdWan : 1 have iiothinir more to add to what 1 have already said. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The orii?inal demand tliat a sum of Rs. It), 174 be ^>:ranted for ex])en- 
ditiire under head “ 8. — Forests ” was then put and a#?^'ced to. 


22.— General Administration, 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT and POLITICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson) • I move that a 
siim of Rs. 1,80,582 be i»’ranted tor expenditMie under head “22. — 
(leneral Administration.’’ 

It will be observed that there aie a number of items under this head, 
which technically come witliin my department, but the ^ictual items 
with which I am personally concerned are few; and the members in 
charife of the respec tive departments will answer the attacks on indivi- 
dual items. I may perhai)M be allowed to make one or two remarks of a 
general character. The first thing that I should like to irnyiress upon 
the Oouncil is that the demandj# that are now being ])resented are not 
the result of our having a little money to sjHMid and looking about how to 
spend it. From the point of view of an ofheer in eharge of a spending 
department, 1 may ex})lain that what has happened is that when we 
were preparing our budgets, the Finan^ Department seized on any 
items that were not in the la.st year’s budget, and said I’hese are 
strangers, heave a bjick at them; or in other words, put them in the 
schedule.” The result is that we had in our schedule, after the budget 
was passed, all the items of expenditure which were not absolutely 
obligatory last year, and out of that schedule we have had to compress 
and pick out only the most absolutely essential items of this year's 
expenditure. 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


21^6 


[7th Jtftf 


Tho Hecond remark of a general character which will also apply later 
on to many of the motions relating to the police, is that one member 
has given notice of a considerable number of amendments suggesting 
small reductions or a rounding off from the amounts put down in the 
supj)lementary grants. I was at first inclined to think that this was 
possibly by way of an amusement tax, though I thought the 
incidence was liardly fair. I understand however that the intention is 
to cut oft* a small percentage from every it(‘m. The Council will certain- 
ly agree that this is not a proper course wlien the d(*tails of individual 
items are dealt w'ith. If the (h)uncil considers it right to enteitain a 
clerk at a cost of Ks. 100 a month, is it reasonable to say that we may 
have a clerk on Its. 100 a month but we sliall only be allowed to give 
him Rs. 05 a month? 

There is one other question 1 should like to touch on, and that is 
regarding the circle officers. I wd.sli to exi>lain my exact jiositiiui with 
legard to circle offi<‘ers. The Apixiintnuoit Department ar(‘ only 
concerned with these officers because they have to recruit th(*m. The 
justification for the enqdoyment of these officers will be given by the 
liocal S('lf-(l(»vernment l)e]>artment. Rut I wish only to explain here 
that w'hen the Jvocal Self-Government Department re(iuire (“ircle offic(*rs, 
we have to leciuit them two or three years ahead, because any newdy- 
r<»cruited otliciu', wdio has passed not the ('xamination and wdio is not 
trained in <listrict administration work, will Ix' of 1 ttle use. There- 
for(*, W’(* have to I’ecruit them three or four years ahead; and that is 
why w(‘ ])ut these (hunands this year although the circle officers will not 
la‘ reijuired till two ;>ears hence. 


Motions for recfuctions. 

The following motion standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Haq wais, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. ‘J,70d under head ‘ 22. — General Admin- 
istration — Schem(‘ 1 ’ for provision for increased rates of jiay for His 
Excellency’s Rody Guard, be reduced’ by Rs. 703.” 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 3,627 
under head ” 22. — General Administration — Scheme 2 ” for His 
Excellency’s Rody Guard clothing allowaiue, l>e reduced by Rs. 027. 

He delivenMl his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

This is a matter which concerns His Excellency. I hail from a 
runil area and I am a very poor man, and as sucdi, it is my duty to be 
economic in all jxissible ways. T think Government carries out every 
business after due deliberation and considered judgment, but it is not 
within our bounds to appreciate it. I know it will be difficult, nay 
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impossible, for me to carry such a motion in this House, havinir refrard 
to the fact that those who are tiir more advanced in educjjtion, I mean 
English education, cannot carry their resolutions and motions, of a much 
more important cliaracter. lJow(‘ver, I dt‘jHMid every tiling upon the 
Hon’hle the Meml>er in cliarge. To my mind, this item may he safely 
reduced by Rs. (>27, and if this can 1 k‘ done, it will he admirable indeed, 
since it primarily affects His Excellency. It has also to he considered 
whether the old ( lot lies can ho utilised. 


Tho Hon’blo Mr, H, L, STEPHENSONS This is om* of the (pu'stions 
to which I referred just now. I think the (Nmm il will agrin^ with me 
that it is not leascyiahle, if it is conc(*ded that His Extudhmcv’s Itody 
Guard should have a‘ full dress uniform at a cost of Hs. from the 

Army (dothing hai'torv, for tlnun tn( say that they will only ]uiy 
Rs. djOpO. In that ('ase T do not understand who is going to ]>av tlu^ 
rest. It secuns to nn* tliat the motion is one which ne(*ds no woids of 
mim^ to induc(‘ the rVmncil to throw it out. 

The motion was jnit and lost. 

The following motion was, in the afUence of the memluu', (hMumsl to 
he witlidrawn : — 


Bsbu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTAs “ That tin* (hunand of Rs. 720 
under head ‘ 22.-^(Teneral Administration — S( heiiu' 0,’ he refusiMl.” 

Mauivi A. K, FAZL-UL HAQ: I move' that tin* (hunand ol IN. 720 
for exjiendituie und(‘r head “ 22. — (hmeral Administration " for the 
crcNition of a lower division ixi.st in th(» Hevenu(‘ A‘partment h(‘ refused. 

I will not press this motion if tin* Tlon’hle Mtunlxu- in chaige will ho 
pleased to enlighten m(‘ if posts of this kind ai<‘ going to he creat«*d 
for every department in tin* Seendariat. I undmstand tlmt th(‘ intro- 
duciion of Reforms has increastsl tin* work in every (h‘iKU*tm(‘nt , and 
if the appointment of additional clerks is common to all tin* deimrt- 
ments, I do not object to it. Hut if it 1 h* otlnnwise, I must press my 
motion. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: The HUestioii regarding the additional clerk is simply 
this. On the intrcxluction of the Reforms and the changes introduced 
in the »Secretariat, all work regarding Wie (’hittagong Hill Tracts and 
the Darjeeling District w^as transferred to the Revenue Department 
and it was anticipated that the additional work thus transferred would 
require a whole-time clerk to de^il with it. The ap[X)intment of this 
clerk was kept in abeyance f>ending some experience as to the actual 
amount of work. It has }x»en found by actual exjierience that the 
work for the excluded aieas is quite fuiough for one assistant. The 
aeparate treatment of Darjeeling and the introduction of the district 
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admin istratitm system in the Chittagong Hill Tracts has added con- 
siderahly to the work. It is now evident that the work of the depart- 
ment has increased by J13 per cent, on account of work in connection 
with Jails, Emigration, Excluded Areas, Agricultural Loans, General 
^ Administration Report, Budget work relating to district and sub-divi- 
sional establishment under the head “ 22. — General Administration.’* 
" The question as to how many clerks will actually be required to 
deal* with the increase of work is being caiefully examined. In the 
meantime, it is proposed to add one post in the lower division which 
was conHi(b‘r(*(l absolutely necessary in conm^ction with the work relat- 
ing to the Excluded Areas. The clerk has been employed temporarily 
with effect fiom the 28th March, 1922, and it will*l)e seen, therefore, 
that this additional clerk is necessary. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the (’oiincil, withdrawn. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 8,990 uiid(‘r head ‘ 22. — General Administration,’ for the 
additional i»einianent establishitient for the Agiiculture and Industries 
I)e])artinent, be refused. 

When I rec(‘ived this sujxu-royal book of suj)plem(‘ntary grants 
with its bejuiliful printing, high class pajKU’, and artistic cover, I 
thouglit that the financial crisis of Bengal was over at last. This first 
imjuvssion of niim* was confirm(*d bv a |MU‘usal of many of the contents 
because' I found that sonu' demands which had been put down as -not 
im|K)riant, and, thert^fore, not so necessary for the work of adminis- 
tration have Ihumi brought up us soon as the taxation Bills have been 
passed. Tin's demand for a Registrar is one of them. It a])i>ear8 that 
since th(‘ Reforms, tlie number of Secretaries in the Civil Secretariat 
has been increased and T believe that in some of the departments, the 
staff lias also been (*onsiderably increased. It is time now that a 
thorough examination of the working of these department should be 
made to see wind her this increase was justified and whether a further 
increase is necessary. We all know that the new Retrenchment Com- 
mitt('e, that has b(H»n a]>|H>inted, is going to submit its report before 
the introduction of the next year’s Budget. The scheme, which has 
safely wait(*d for one year and a half, could safely have waited for six 
months more, for a thoiough , examination by this committee. I do 
not see any earthly reason why this scheme should bo passed through 
just now. 

Then again, we have been t(dd in the note that the appointment of 
a Registrar is also very necessary as the duties of this officer, which 
are numerous and re.s]Mmsible, can no longer le efficiently performed 
by the Head Assi.stant in addition to his own duties. Now, Sir, the 
system of having a highly-paid officer in the department, where the 
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Work has always been smoothly done by the IIea<l Assisi ant^ is one 
which does not apj>eal to me. It has lH*en said that the a})|tointinent 
of a Registrar is neeessar>% but we have not been told why the HUhi 
Assistant cannot manage his duties. 

As far as I know the Head Assistants ot the Secretariat ait‘ very 
efficient workers and th(*y manage their work fully well, and I do not 
think it is projxu*, in these days of letnuichnnmtj and e<‘ononiy, to 
appoint exj^ensive officers just now. So 1 would suggest that the 
.scheme be kept in alu'vame for six nnmths more for examination by 
the Retrenchment Committee. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I have got a motion e\a<*tly similar 
to the one just moved by my friend, Habu Indu llhushan Dutia, and 1 
therefore rise to support him in urging that the demand for Us. 8^190 
be refuih^d. 

The Ilon’ble Sir John Kerr has told us that the ordy i>b‘dge that 
was given at the time of the passing of the new taxation Hills was 
that about two-thiids of tin* money would be sp<‘nt on the tiansferreil 
departments and about one-third on the reserved d(‘partmenis. The 
prof)ortion may have been maintained, but 1 still urge that although 
the pledge may not liave been broken in l<‘tter, y(*t it has b(‘en biok(‘n 
in spirit, b(*cause the pio])o.saIs for (*x]>enditure on tin* r«'sei'V(‘d and the 
transferred departments, ar(* such as ciumot Ik* r(*asonably supporti'd 
in the present condition of the financial string(*ncy of this provinc<*. 
The present demand is for the appoint im*Tit of a lb*gistrar, and some 
additional establishmeT)t , for tin* Depart m(*nt of Agiiculturf* ami Indus- 
tries. The note by Mr. Spry begins by <*ulogiHing tin* sph'ndid sc'rvice 
rendered to the count rv bv the thr(*e dej>aitments of ( /O-ojH'rat i\ (* (hiylit, 
Agricultuie and Tndustric.s. W(‘, Sir, who li\e in the comitry and are 
of the people boin and bred anumgst the p(*o])b‘. living amidst the 
people, fail tr> stn' what good or benefit has be(*n done to tin* country 
by the activities of aiiy of these three d(*partments hitIn‘rto. 

SECRETARY ta COVERHMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr, H. E. Spry): Mav I ris(* to off(*r a fK*isonal exjdaiiation 
I am not responsible for the remarks which appear in the notes. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; I never mad(* any disparaging 
remarks. In fact T wanted to fasten tfte re.s])onsibility f>n somebody, 
and finding his name on the first page, I mentioned his name. 

Mr, H. E. SPRY: I did not mean that, Sir, I thought the member 
might be praising me. (Tiaughter, ) 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; Well, Sir, the unknown official, who 
i« responsible for these remarks, has omitted to mention the reasons for 
the appointment of this additional staff. 1 wonld not have ordinarily 
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objected to the efltablishment, but I suluuit that a Retrenchment Com- 
mittee is to sit very soon to su^^gest reduction in expenditure, 

nvi it may l)e that much of the money that is being spent by this 
department may be curtailed by it. If that is so, to embark on new 
exjjenditure is not only unjuslifiable but unwise. My suggestion, 
therefore, is that we should wait for tin* findings of this committee, then 
take stock of the work tlnit has already been done by this department 
and then come up with proiM>sals for further exj)enditure if necessai’y. 

1 find that the pay of the Uegistrar is Its. GOO — 750 2 )lus a (/ulcutta 
IIoiisi' Allowance of about Its. 1,000 a year, which is a very exjx^nsive 
luxury. It may be that the Head Assistant is slightly overworked, 
that is because flic Co-o]K‘rative Credit Di'jiartmeivt has been over- 
officialised; but supi>osing that the Head Assistant is at the present 
moment slightly overworked, surely we do not recpiire another officer 
on Rs. GOO — 750 with the (hilcutta House Allowance of nearly Rs. 1,000 
a year to assist and take some part of his work from him, 1 mean his 
oveiffiow work. This work can be done by a much lower paid assistant, 
and the manner in whiidi this pro|>osal has been made before the 
(k)uncil shows the heartless indifference to the n(‘ed for the most rigid 
economy on the part of the ofliciM* coming ui> for this grant. He ought 
to remember that we an^ passing through a ciisis, and that although 
w<* have got money now, it has been at th(‘ cost of an ovei-taxed ImkIv 
of tax-payers, and, therefore, a i>ro]>osal of sich an extravagant 
(diaraider should never have been made. 

The additional staff consists of — 

1 Registrar. 

2 Up])er Division Assistants. 

d Lower Division Assistants. 

1 Typist. 

1 Mohurrir. 

2 I ’eon 8. 

The apjHiintment of a ix‘on T do not cdiject to on the ground that he 
may be a Muhammadan, but tin* others I consider to be absolutely 
unnecessary. 

I wish fo make one remark with regard to the Departmenh of 
Industries. It is time that the de]Kirtment has closed down its activi- 
ties. I am firmly convinced that the Dejnirtment of Industries can 
never develop the industries of the province. All that it has done 
is that it has taken lease of a house on Rs. 4,000 a month and has 8j)ent 
Rs. 25,000 in house reiniirs, although it did not turn out four pice 
worth of work in the year. I think its activities should be put a stop to. 

Although the demand is one which relates to one of the transferred 
department, I re8i>ectfullv submit that it is one which is not justified 
under the circumstances, and I hoix? the Council will refuse it. 
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Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: This motion of mine ie 
exactly o-n the same lines as those moved by previous speakers. It is 
evident from the agfoiida that there are no le.ss than seven resoliitiofis in 
connection with this particular matter which, obviously therefore, has 
attracted considerable attention. 

It has been staW in the memorandum that the Head As.s'.s anl's work 
would be much more efficiently done if. in lieu a Head Assi.staiit . a 
Registrar was appointed on a higher salary^ and, witli neci'ssary appan- 
ages in the shape of additional cderks to suit the para[>hernaiia of a 
R-egi.strar’s office. It ha.s Ikhui stuted over and ov^^r again b\ the 
Hon’ble Membei in^diarge of the Finance Department, that owing to the 
financial stringency the GKivernment had had to <‘ut and clij) tlie Hudget 
in many directions and anyhow' manage to carry on th(‘ administration. 
His Ex*cellency the Earl of Lytton, on tin* assumption (d his exalted 
office, at once found the necessity of ap]>ointing a Hetnmchmcnt (’om- 
mittee, and from his siieech in the Council, it apjK'ared tiiat In* was pre- 
pared to go so far as to give them the jiower to make recommendations 
for reduction in the same way us the Geddes C/ommittee had <loiie in 
England. That is the attitude of the head of tin* (lovernment. The 
Finance Membei of Government has also told us that th(‘ utmost economy 
is necessary and that lie has only allowed such items to he imduded 
in the Hudgc't a.% could not be safely omitted without bringing the 
administration to a deadlock; but 1 do not think that a clear case has 
been made^iut to add this item to the list of sup])lcnH*ntary estimati's. 

• 

As far as I am aware, there is not much differenc(* between a Head 
Assistant and a Registrar, (‘xcept in naim* and [X'rhaps in dignitv and 
emoluments. My jier.sonal exjierience is that some of the capable nea<l 
Assistants are ordinarily jiromoted to the post of R(*gistrar. • If tin* Head 
Assistant has been so long conducting the business of this particular 
department without bringing the administration to a deadlock, I do not 
think that in the jiresent coTidition of our finanres any urgent and 
unavoidable necessity has arisen to demand j>rovisifm ffir a Ttegistrar. It 
seems to me, reading from the note that is apjiended to tin* statement, 
that the idea is to appoint a Registrar for the di'jiartrnent of Agrieulture 
and Industries, just as there is one for every other dejHirtrnefit in the 
Secretariat. It is tlie fashion of the bureauiTacy to add to lln* establish- 
ment in this way — Registrars, Head* Assistants, Fnder-Secretaries, 
Assistant Secret anes, etc. Instead of one liieutenant-GfA'ernor and 
two or hree Secretaries, we have now got seven members of the Cabinet 
and many Secretaries, all doing practically the same* work, and, to kee[) 
up the dignity of the present Cabinet, it if^ .sought to multiply appoint- 
ments. I hope that the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Department 
of Agriculture and Industries will agree with the view of the Couneil — 
at least the view of the non-rxfficial members of the Council — that it is 
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better that he should wait till the lietreTiclimei)t Committ^ finishes its 
labours. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: The previous 
speakers have all driven their reasons tor asking (he Council not to pass 
this demand wliich is going (o be of a permanent ciiaracter. 1 find in 
the book of sui)plemeniary demands tor grants, that the recurring 
cxpendituie alone is Its. All (lie ]>revious sianikers have [)ointed 

out, and I think with great force and reason, that this item, even if it be 
necessary, can stand over for some time. What will be tlie me^aning of 
the “ Itetrenchment CVjanmittee ” that lias been formed only lately? 
What will they do, if, before the Retrenchment Connvittee start its work, 
we start on adding new^ departments, makiiig new appointments, and 
calling for new expenditure? Now, Sir, this state of things will, I am 
sure, subject this Council to a good deal of ciiticism from the. public. 
Taxation measures w’ere passed on the ground that without taxation 
Government might be brought to a deadlock. If the existing staff could 
manage the wmrk for such a length of time, T, for one, do not see any 
reason why the existing staff should not be in a i>ositon to carry on the 
work for seven months more. Let us w’ait till tin' end of the yc^ar. This 
figure for recurring (‘xpenditure is simply terrifying. Fnder thes^' cir- 
cumstaimes, if for no other reasons other than those for the sake of 
decency, even if this demand for grant is necessary, J think the House 
should refuse the grant just now’. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT BaAiadur: I mov(‘ that the demand for a 
sum f»f Rs. for a R(‘gistrar under head “ 22 . — General Adminis- 

tration — Agriculture and Industries Department, be leiused. 

1 have been already anticipated by some of my hon’ble friends. 
Wlien I '{ent'in notice of this amendment, T was not aware that so many 
of my friends were also anxious to do away with this expenditure which 
was considered to b(‘ unnei'essary. T have Ikhmi a bit connected with 
industries and so 1 know’ something about the w’ork in the Industries 
Department under the Government of Bengal. I do feel that, instead 
of making correspondence and increasing their files, if the Government 
W’ere to extend a little more symirathy to our existing institutions and 
industries, their work would be much bettiT a])])reciated by the people. 
The three dejiartments <»f Agri<‘ulture, Industries and Co-operative are 
very important departments of Government and cannot but demand our 
co-operation in their work. But what is \ery unfortunate is this: that 
their work is more concentrated towards finding out statistics, going 
on with rnrresiMmdence, finding out schemes and so on. The effect of 
their work is very little felt, at least has not been appreciably felt in 
this country. That is the reason why I take my stand against this addi- 
tional expenditure of nearly Rs. 9,000 for that very purpose. I find 
that there are Directors in all these departments^, there we Assistant 
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";1^|breotor8 too, and now we are told that there must be a Hegistrar. The 
lipaaon given in the memorandum is that the work has increased very 
nPnch. To our knowledge the only work that has increased is corres- 
Pl^Sidence and office work. Some of the previous speakers have forcibly 
pointed out that the work cannot he improved hv the addition of another 
important officer. There must he one responsible head and tlie work of 
correspondence, etc., may be left to ministerial officers xinder him. The. 
mythological gods and demi-gods have of (‘ourse three or four or more 
heads, but Government departments should not follow Hindu mythology, 
but should only have one head. What is wanted is more encouragement 
and support to our struggling industri(*s. 

8HAH 8YED £mOADUL HAQ moved “ that the demand for 
Bs. 8,090 under head 22. — General .Administration ” for tlie additional 
permanent establishment for Agrifulturc and Industries IX'partimmt, 
be reduced by Hs. 5,915. 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, n translation of wliicli is as 
follows : — 

1 do not like to re(‘apitulate what has been said by the other six^akeni 
on this motion. It will, indeed, he very reasonable if this pro|K)sal 
is kept in abeyance until the H^^trenchnient Goinniitie^^ is }i.[)|H)inted. 
After tlie rejKirt of the lietrenchment (\>mmit(‘e is out, if it is decided 
to remove the offici^rs of tliis de]>artment , ]H*ople will raise a hue and 
cry. Owing to the increase of work in the Government offices, eonse- 
quent on the Reforms, Governimuit wants to swell the number of 
officers, clerks, etc. I can, howevtT, confidently ;iss(*rt that the hulk 
of the work is genenilly carried on by the elerical (‘stahlishment, who are 
so lowlv paid. The proiK)sal is tiiat then* will he two upjx^r division 
clerks. I w’ould reduce it to one, and allow’^ Hs, 805 on this account. 
Amongst the three h>wer division (derks, I would reduce Its. for two 
clerks and Rs. 4,200 as Registrar’s imy. All these reductions, I suggest, 
are to be calculated on the basis of seven months’ salaries. The lR*gis- 
trar’s post, I should like to add here, is (jiiite unnecessary. The two 
clerks, one in the upi>er division and the other in the lower division, 
will be quite sufficient for the purpose. So I would n*fu8e th(^ whole 
amount of Rs. 8,990. 

Xt is seen in the Budget e.stimate for 1921-22 that Rs. 53,000 was 
granted under this head, and now the grant has fK*en increased to 
Rs. 84,000. Out of this grant Rs. 41,0(T0 is a voted item in placAi of 
Rs. 20,000, that is to say, the voted amount is almost double. I hoi>e. 
however, that the Hon'ble the Minister in charge will consider this 
question very carefully. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 

KbM •ahadur)* I oppose the reduction of Rs. 8,990 for the additional 

20 
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permanent establishment for the Department of Agriculture and Indus- 
tries. This department was brought into being on the inauguration of 
the Reforms Scheme. It was always recognized that the introduction 
of the Reforms would necessitate an increase in the Secretariat establish- 
ment as the much longer sessions of the Jjegislative Council and the 
growth of jx)litical activities would inevitably add to the burden of 
■work devolving on the Secretaries and their staff. The Agriculture and 
Industries DefKirtment was, however, created temjjorarily for one year 
only, to gauge the effect of the Reforms and only a small clerical 
establishment was sanctioned. The staff sanctioned in fact not only 
made no allowance for the exj)ansion of work, but was barely sufficient 
ff)T the minimum estimated recjuirements of the dej>artment. Further, 
Sir, the additional exj)enditiire involved was very small. The majority 
of the clerks were drafted in from other departments and only two new 
clerical iKists were created. Moreover, no Registrar was allowed and 
the important duties which he has to })erform were carried out by the 
Head Assistant in addition to his ow^n work. The Registrar is respon- 
sible for the pro]X‘r management, efficiency, discijdine and routine of 
the office. He is re(piired to suptu vise the work constantly and to 
insjKH’t at least once a day the work of ev(‘ry assistant to see that it is 
pro|K‘rly dealt w'ith and that there is no unavoidable delay. The want 
of such an officer has l)een seriously felt and has thrown excessive work 
on the Head Assistant and the Assistant Secretary, to the detriment of 
their own duties. KxjHU'ience luts shown that the office cannot be 
pro})erly managed withotii a Registrar. I may add that there is a 
Registrar in every other de|nniment of the S(*cretariat. 

When the department was created it was estimated on past figures 
that letters WMUild he received and issued in the course of a year. 

Rut that figure, Sir, was exceeded hy 100 jxu’ ceT\t., over 18,000 letters 
Inniig received and issued in 1921. In addition, the Legislative Council 
has shown a keen interest in the work of the deimrtment. During 
1921 it had to deal witli 78 resolutions, 29 motions and 186 questions. 
According to the standard of wH)rk laid down for the Secretariat, a very 
large increase of stuff might justifiably have been demanded. But we 
have made a demand which in view' oT the facts I have quoted is essen- 
tially a modest one. Cur demand and the grounds on which it has been 
made have been closely scrutinized, and I assure the Council that the 
staff for which I am asking is the smallest with which the work of the 
deimrtment can be managed ^with reasonable efficiency. I ask the 
(h)uncil to rtqect this motion. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May 1 ask one question? Doee 
the Registrar draft replies to letters? The Hon’ble Minister said iust 
now that the number of letters had risen from 9,000 to 18,000. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB All OHAUDHUitIt 
Khan Bahadur: I have already defined the work of the Begisirar, 
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^ The motion of Babu Indu Bhushan Dntta being put to the vote, a 
mTiaion was taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AS, Mr. SyM Erfmn. 

AS, snmtlil Amir. 

Oha i iS hur l, Babu Ktsharl Mahan. 
Omm S hu rt, Babu Tankanath. 
ebauShurl, Mauivi tfiah Muhammad. 
C h aii Sh u ri, Sal Harandranath. 

Oaa, Babu Bhithmadav. 

Sat Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Da, Babu Fanindralal. 

Dtttt, Sal Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Outt^^ Babu Indu Bhuihana 
Quota, Mr. D. C. 

Has, Mauhrl A. K. FaiMil. 

Has, thah tyad Emdadul. 


Khan, Babu Davandra LaL 
Matllk, Babu Surandra Nath. 

MItra, Hal Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mg^hapadhaya, Babu tarat Chandra. 
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pal, Rat Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Ray, Kumar thlb Shtkharatwar. 
say Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Rby, Babu NalinI Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoy Protad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Ray, Raja Manlloll Blngh. 
tarkar, Babu Rlthlndra Nath. 

•Inha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohona. 

Altai, Nawabtada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmtd, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wasimudtfin. 
AN, MunthI Ayub. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, the Han'bit Sir Surandra Nath. 
Bata, Mr. s. M. 

Ofiaudhurl, tha Hon'bia tha Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahiylur. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Donald, Mr. 4. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emartofi, Mr. T. 

Pranah, Mr. F. C. 

Ooada, Mr. S. W. 

Huntingford, Mr. G. T. 

Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Karr, tha Hon’bia Sir John. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftsua Uddin. 


Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Erthad All. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tha Hon’bia tha. 

McAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

MIttar, tha Hon'bia Mr. P. 0. 

Mukharjaa, Babu NItya Dhona. 
Mukharjl, Proftttar S. C. 

Prantloa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon’bia Sir Abd'Ur*. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lallt Mohan Singh. 
Salam, Khan Bahidur Abdut. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stephanton, Mr. H. L. 

•wan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walah, Mr. 0. P. 

Wilton, Llautanant-Colonal R. P. 

Wardt worth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes lieiiig 28 and the Noes 8G, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Shah Syed hmidadul Ha<j being pnt, a division was 
taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


A hmad , ShHithl Jafar. 

AS, Mr. Syad Erfan. 

AH, MunNH Amir. 

Ghandhurl, Babu Kttharl Mahan. 
GSaiMRiuii, Babu Tankanath. 

CS i audhu r i , Mauhrl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudh url, Sal Harandranafh. 

Oaa Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 

Oi^ Bahu PanindralaL 

Out^ Sal Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

DutMi, Babu mitt Bhuthan. 

Ohbia, Mr. D. C. 

Nasb tUmA K K. PaaMS. 


Has, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Khan, Aabtt Davandra LaL 
Malllk, Babu Surandra Nath. 

MItra, Sal Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mukhapadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Rbdha Charan. 

Say, Kumar Shib Shakharatwar. 

Say Obaudhwry, Saja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu NaHnI Nath. 

Say, Mr. BIJay Prooad SHigti. 

•arfcar, Babu Rlthlndra Nath. 

Slnha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
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Mdy, Babu Amulya Ohone. 

Afial, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Watimuddin. i 
r Ml, Munihl Ayub. i 

Avam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, tha Hon'bla tlr turondra Nath. 

Bota, Mr. S. M. 

' Chaudhurl, tha Hon’bla the Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ail, Khan Bahadur. ^ 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. ^ 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Oat, Mr. S. R. 

DoLltla, Mr. 4 . A. 

Donald, Mr. 4 . 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

Ohatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmani. 

Qoode, Mr. 8. W. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Karr, tha Hon'bla 6lr John. i 


' Khan, Maulvl Md. RaBquo UddHi. 

Khan Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
i Maulvl Muhammad Erthad AH. 
i Lang, Mr. 4 . 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 

tha Hon'bla tha. 

MeAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Mr. F. 0. 

Muir, Mr. R. H. 

Mukharjoe, Babu NItya Dhono. 

Prantloa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'bla Sir Abd<ur-. 

Roy, Mr. BIjoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, R'al Bahadur Lallt Mohan Singh. 
Salam, Khan Batadur AAdut. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes 20 and the Noes 40, the motion was lost. 

The followiiif^ motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 


Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand of Rs. 3,325 
under liead “ 22. — (leneral Administration — Scheme 0,” be refused. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; 1 may tell you bhat we have still 
about 23 or 24 motions and these we shall have to finish within one hour. 
So I can giv(‘ each siH'aker only 2 or 2^ minutes. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: This is the sec’ond time that you have 
drawn our attention to this matter. Will you i)oint out to His Excel- 
lency th.it in connection with retreiudiment, our sj)eeehe8 are also being 
retremdied ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 think it is a legitimate grievance 
on the jHirt of non-oftieial members. 

The Hon’We Sir JOHN KERR: With reference to that, may I point 
out that, under the rules, not more than 12 days may be allotted for 
the main budget discussion? The main budget of the Government of 
Bengal involves an exj>enditure of Rs. lOJ crores. The supplementary 
estimates which we are now presenting to the Council cover a demand 
of Rs. 34 lakhs only. For the voting of that demand of Rs. 34 lakhs, 
His Excellency has lUlotted Jive days, and I submit to the Council that 
that allotment of time is ample. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: The reason is that the demand of 

Rs. 34 lakhs contains items which are open to serious objection. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I do not know whether the 

time taken up by the Hon’ble Member will be deducted from my 
2i minutes. (Laughter.) 
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Tke motion which stands in my name runs thus : — That the demand 
of He. 3,325 under head “ 22. — General Administration ** for Ae revi- 
sion of Bengali Translator’s establishment, be refused. 

I wish to make one or two observations. It may be said that these 
ore small items, and tliat we should rather try to get hold of big fishes 
and reduce crores and lakhs; but these small items make up crores and 
lakhs. Further, I may jKiint out that the financial statement for Ui^ 
current year shows a deficit of Rs. 1 cBore 2(1 hikhs: the surplus revenue 
is Bs. 1 crore 40 lakhs. Of the actual surplus Rs. 1 crore 20 lakhs goes 
to meet the deficit, leaving a surplus of Rs. 20 lakhs. Out of that I 
find that in this first instalment, in this achlitional budget, Rs. 34 lakhs 
is asked for expend^ure, and out of that Rs. 34 laklis, Rs. 24 or rather 
Rs. 22 lakhs is for non-recuning grants and Rs. 12 lakhs for recurring 
grants. Recurring grants, as far as I understand, are a jx^rmaneut addi- 
tion to pur establishment, and having regard to the fact that we have 
got about Rs. 19 lakhs available, if in this July session we go on making 
permanent recurring grant of Rs. 12 lakhs, and if in the next August 
session the remaining Rs. 8 lakhs is made up by way of ix'rmanent 
expenditure, then the situation will be that we will be faced with the 
same position as we were in at tlie beginning of April last, that is to say, 
when we framed the Budget. Therefore, I am not quite sure whether 
we shall not have again the honour of being called uiH)n to vote for 
further taxation. Now, Sir, coming to this point, it has lx‘en stated 
that this additional establishment for the Bengali Translator’s office 
is necessary in order to < ()ncen irate in that offic'e the whole work of 
translation. The translation work of the (kmimissioner of Police is 
to be transferred to the Tianslation Deixirtment 5f the Government of 
Bengal. As far as 1 understand, this is the drift of the note apixiiided 
to the statement. I wish to know whether there is any corres)K)nding 
reduction in the charge for translation work in the (Joinmissioner’s 
office. If that i.s so, I do not think it nece.ssary to press my motion, 
but if that is not .so, and if this concentration of the 
translation work from the (’ommi.s.sioner of l^)lice and other places to 
the head office means this additional exix^nditure, I think it is my duty 
to point out that this is not warmnted in the present state of provincial 
finances. We should H(*e how the whole (juestioii of eshiblishment is 
considered by the Ri*tit‘nchment Committee before we sanction this 
expenditure, thereby making the work of the Rcdrenchmeni (Jomniittee 
all the more difficult. » 

KlHlWr 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I have an identical 
motion. The reason for this demand is given on rxige 25 of the supplo- 
xnentary budget. It runs as follows: — 

The proposal is to re-arrange the work of translation in the office 
of the Bengali Translator and in that of the Commissioner of Police 
and Intelligence Branch, Criipinal Investigation Dejjartment. The 
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idea is to concentrate in the Bengali Translator’s office the wh<de wcKrk ^ 
of translation with a view to more convenient and expeditious work.” 

So far as the scheme is concerned, I should say that this is a move 
,in the right direction. The transfer of all translation work of the Polioe 
Department to a resjwnsible and exjwrt department like that of the 
Bengali Translator io the Government will undoubtedly afford cousider- 
' able security to the pfiojde concerned, as the Finance Department has 
held out, will secure more efficiency, and, Sir, I might say, that it 
ought to have secured economy as well, because at present a lot of 
identical translation work is done both in the Police office and in the 
office of the Bengali Translator. We, however, find, Sir, that a demand 
has been made for an additional grant and it is pro^xwed to appoint two 
new assistants, one on Its. 250 and another on Rs. 200, and also one addi- 
tional stenographer on Rs. 175. Well, Sir, as the work in the Trans- 
lator’s office is going to be increased to some extent, I do not gnidge 
the department this additional staff, but, Sir, what I object to, is this 
demand for a new grant. The translation work of the Police Depart- 
ment is at present done in the Police office, and from the Police budget 
we find that highly-iHiid assistants in the Police office are specially 
emjdoyed on this work and the Police offic'e also employs several steno- 
graphers, one of whom, it can be assumed, is exclusively kept for this 
kind of work. So, if their w^ork is to be transferred to the Bengali 
Translator’s Department, it follows, as a natural sc,Miuence, that these 
assistants, too, should be transferred to the 7’ianslator’s office. There- 
fore, Sir, the i)roi)er course for the Finance Department should have 
been not lo make a demand for a new grant but to ask for the transfer 
of a jKution of the Police grant to the General Administration Dejiart- 
ment. But, Sir, the Finance Department, in spite of all its tall talk 
about rigid ei^onomy and the pruning-knife, seems to have overlooked 
the fact. And the result has l>een that the Police Department is to 
enjoy its full grant, no matter even if its translation work is to |;)e done 
elsewhere, and we are asked to vote for a new grant for that purpose. I 
put it to the llou.se whether we should be justified in allowing the 
demand in its present sha|>e. Let the Government ask for a transfer 
of the necessary amount from the Police grant and we shall he too glad 
to allow it, because, Sir, as 1 have said already, we have no quarrel with 
the principle underlying the proposal. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUlt HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 3,^135 
under head “ 22. — General Administration — Scheme 6,” for the revision 
of the Bengali Translator’s establishment, be reduced by Rs. 2,500. 

If the above be not carried, he also moved that the demand be 
reduced by Rs. 105. 

TN Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPH€N80NS This demand is for oertmn 

additional establishment in the Bengali Translator’s office. I admit that 
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l^enis A certain amount of ig^norance as to what the Bengali Translator’s 
^ce does. I myself was ignorant of the details until about thi^e years 
ago when I had an occasion to go into the matter. The main work of 
the Bengali Translator, who is the survivor of three Translators — ^Bengali, 
Urdu and Uriya is, besides translating Bills, proclamations and so forth 
when they come up, to write a weekly report on the vernacular press 
and to compile l yearly report on the vernacular press of the province^ 
For that purpose he scrutinises every day the daily vernacular papers 
with the sole view of including them in his weekly reports. When he 
comes across anything particularly worthy of notice, he sends the trans- 
lation of that up to the Chief Secretary. At the same time the identical 
work is ^oing in t^e office of the Commissioner o<f Police and in the 
office of the Deputy Tnsp(»ctor-General, Intelligence Branch. The work 
there used to be done by executive officers : there was no translator. 
The result was an executive officer was taken off bis ordinary execjutive 
duties and put on the work of going through the daily papers. This 
officer would call the attention of the ComnuHsioner, to any i>articular 
])assage which ai)iKn\re(l to him objectionable and theii a transla- 
tion of it would he prepared which eventually would wander on to the 
Chtef Secretary. When tlie Director of Information was apt>ointed he 
was the third or fourth person who was required to study the vernactilar 
press, aud the ({uestioii arose liow he w^ould get lus translation work 
done. We then v^ry closely went into the whole question and came to 
the conclusion that the projH‘r thing to do was, as tlic Kumar Sahib 
said, to put all our translation work into one hand — to make the 
Bengali Translator responsible for all translation ^work (d Government 
in Calcutta. I may say that if Government wanted to take any action on 
any of the translations made by the office of the Commissioner of l*olire 
or of the l>eputy Insi>ector-Geiieral, they w ould have to get that jjortion 
translated again ])>’ the Bengali Translator as they cannot tal4‘ any lU'-tion 
on these unofficial translations sent up by the Commissioner of Police or 
the Deputy Inspector-Geneinl. Therefore, it was decided that in future 
the work of the Bengali Translator mainly would he to go through all 
the vernacular papers in the province every day. He would have a staff 
of readers who w ould read these papers and at the same time mark any- 
thing that required the attention of the Chief Secretary, the Commissioner 
of Police, or the Dejuity Insi>ector-General. Anything of im|>ortanfte 
to these officers would be marked and a summary made on the spot. 
This would entail a consi<lerahle amount *of extra work on the Bengali 
Translator’s office. I may say that the Bengali Translator’s office has 
never been to my mind on a very satisfactory footing. The work used 
to come in rushes and we had several applications for extra hands which 
were very difficult for us to resist. It will be observed that two of the 
four posts are already in existence on a temporary basis and we propose 
merely to confirm them. Having decided on the proper lines to take 
tor the translation work of the Government offices, we bad to decide 
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what the proper staff of the Bengali Translator's office should be, and 
it was decided, on the lines 1 have mentioned, that there should be a 
head reader, an assistant reader and four translators. The whole work 
*of that office should be done uot merely with a view to taking extracts 
from tile daily i)aj)ers, nut merely with a view to compile the annual 
rejKirt, but for Ihe puriKise of going through all the veamacu- 
lar papers and of writing a fair note on the tone of the press. The Ben- 
gali Translator had very different ideas as to the staff necessary, but We 
have cut down his projiosals (considerably. As I have said, the question 
was taken up originally in 1920. We threshed it out and in 1921 we 
finally came to the light staff, but for want of money the scheme could 
not be started last year. The Finance Department was unable to pro- 
vide for this in the Budget this year, and, therefore, we have put it down 
in the suj>plementarv estimates. I may explain that there has been no 
reduction of establishment in the other otlices us this work U!t>ed to be 
done in lbos(* oftiees i>y e\(*euti\e oflieers who have now lieen put to their 
proper executive duties. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: There is a mistake in the 
Hon’ble Member’s statement. 

Mr. Hi E. 8PRY: Is he in order? 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: You cannot now criticise the siJeech 
(jf tlie Ilon’ble Member. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Siqqiose the House is mis- 
led by the statement of the llon’ble Member, 1 think 1 am entitled to 
ask a qiK^stion, Is it not a fact tliat there art^ at least two ministerial 
officers in the Intelligence Branch who are sjHM’ially employed on this 
work of going through newsimpers and translating them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N: My impression is that 
tliere are certainly no such clerks. It is part of the work of the clerks 
of the 1 n tell i gem e Branch to review the Indian -owned English papers. 
1 shall certainly look into this mutter. If there is a man whose whole 
time is employed on this translation work, I will certainly see that 
he is transferred to the Translator’s office. 

Babu INDU BHU8KAH DUTTA: Is there any difference between 
Indian-owned English papers and other English papers? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENTS You cannot cross-examine the 
Eon'ble Member. 
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i Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur’a motion was then put and a division 
^aken with the following result : — * 


AYtS. 


mi iinS , Mmiihl Jafar. 

AN, Mr. SyMl Natlm. 

Atif Munslil Aailr. 

Miattaeliarii, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhiirl, Babu Kithorl Mohan. 
CBiaiNihurii Babu Tankanath. 

CfiaiidiHirl, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaSzar 
Rabnian. 

Chaudtourl) Hauhrl Shah Muhammad. 
Bhaudliurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Oai Gupta, Ral Bahadur Nibaran Chandra. 
Outt, Ral Bahadur Or. Harfdhan. 

Outta, Baou indu Bhushan. 


Chatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmanl. 

Han, Mauivi A. K. FaiMii. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Maillk, Babu Surtndra Nath. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sara! Chandra. 
Naeker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareeiirar. 

Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Rby, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlehlndra Nath. 
Suhrawardy, Or. Av 


ANidy, Babu Amulya Ohone. 

Ml, Munehl Ayub. 

Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Bote, Mr. S. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Ohaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Oahen, Mr. 0. J. 

Colvin, Mr. G. L. 

Cmarford, Mr. T. C. 

Oat, Mr. S. R. 

Oeklele, Mr. J. A. 

Donald, Mr. «f. 

Ouval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Farequi, Mr. K. C. M- 
French, Mr. F. C. 

Ghose, Mr. 0. C. 

Qhose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
Geode, Mr. S. W. 

Hlndley, Mr. C. 0. M. 

Huntlngford, Mr. G. T. 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Karim, Maulvl AbduL 


NOES 

Kerr, the Hon'ble Sir John. 

Khan, Babu Oevendra Lai. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

MeAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MItter, the Hon'ble Mr. F. 0. 

Muir, Mr. R. H. 

Mukherjee, Babu NItya Ohone. 

Prentice, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur*. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. 

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Skinner, Mr. H.,E. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel B. F. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 24 and the Noes 46, the motion was lost. 
Shah Syed Emdadul Haq*e motions were then put and lost. 


Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Before we prcKjeed further, I beg 
your lea/e to make a statement to the Council of a somewhat personal 
character. I find from the newspapers reports that the Hon’ble Sir 
John Kerr, in replying to my remarks regarding tlie representation of 
Muhammadans on the Retrenchment (’o^imittee, said that J wanted to 
be on the committee. I take his words to mean that 1 expressed a 
desire to be on the ooimmittee, and that, having been refused, I made 
those remarks. I never wanted to be on the committee — ^it is absolute- 
ly false. If it is a mistake, I hope Sir John Kerr will correct his state* 
ment. 1 was not present here at the time, I was attending a Corpora- 
tion meeting, or I would have drawn the attention of the Hon’ble 
Member to it at the time. 
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TIm Hon’bto Sir JOHN KERR: What 1 said waa that frtHn hie 

speech it was evident that if he were appointed to the committee, he 
would legard it to be his function to look after the interests of the 
Muhammadan, employees. I did not say that the Maulvi Sahib asked 
to be put on the committee. 

^ Matlivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I am thankful to the Hon’ble 
Member for clearing up this matter. 

•a 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I beg to move that the demand 

of lls. 1)4,000 under head “ 22 . — General Administration — District 
Administration ” for the appointment of circle officers, be refused. 

I 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I hope, Mr. Dutta, you will be very 
brief bec.ause we sliall have to finish within half an hour the remaining 
amendments under this head. 

Babu INDU BHU8HA.N DUTTA: 1 will not take more than three 
minutes. 

It is veil-known that the Village Self-Government Act has not yet 
found favour with the people. In some places the people are decidedly 
antagonistic to the operations of this Act. It is, therefore, necessary 
that the i x tension of the union boards should be made very cautiously 
and slowly. Tlie service of the (circle officers in connection with the 
development of the union boards is still of doubtful utility. Person- 
ally, 1 am not ( omiietent to give an opinion, but I liave been assured by 
some union presidents that the interference of circle officers has not 
always borne good fruit in their boards, nay it has been reported to me 
by some responsible presidents that the tactlessncvss of some circle 
officers has lieen responsible for trouble with the non-co-operation move- 
ment in their areas and unnecessary unpopularity of these particular 
union boards. It has been said in this Council by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Stephenson that new sub-deputy collectors are not appointed, as 
circle officers. If 1 am not much mistaken, 1 think that there are some 
sub-depiit / collectors who have been ai)i)ointed circle officers befoi*e 
their confirmation. They are all raw young men. They do not know 
how to mix with iieople. Well, they are sometimes tac tless and I do 
not think that the Village Self-Government Act derives much help from 
such officers. Then, Sir, I find that in some districts, and particularly 
in my own district of Tippera, the number of sub-deputy collectors has 
increased to such a great extent as to draw the attention of the people. 
There are many sub-deputy collectors, for instance, in Comilla, who 
have no office of their own. They do not know w^here to sit. They go 
into the Colletdorate and I have heard complaints from the Collectorate 
clerks that they cannot work because there are too many sub-deputy 
collectors who are wasting their time. Sir, at the present moment there 
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^iUfe 80 many sulMie[>uty colleotors that the appointment of a further 
Imtoh can be easily postponed for another year. 

With ihese few words, I beg to oppose this demand. 


Mailivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: My ground is very nearly the same 
aa has been urged by Babu Indu Bhushan Duita. I therefore do not 
want to make any speech. , 

Rti Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bafiadur: I simply support it. 1 have 
nothing more to say. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I propose that at least 
the grant may be reduced b\ half. My ground is practically the same 
as has been urged by the previous sjxuiker. The oidy thing I would like 
to add is that the fear of taxation has made them unjK>pular in the 
mufassal. To t)opularise tliem, they should be taken in gradually. It 
is in this view 1 urge that if the whole grant (annot be refused, at 
least the grant may l>e reduced ])y half. 

I move that the demand of Hs. 94,000 under head “ 22. — (General 
Administration — Scheme 7 he redueed by Rs. 47,000. 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. 94,000 under h(*ad 22. — (teneral Administration — Sch(*me 7 ” for 
the ap})ointment of circle officers, l>e redueed by Rs. 30,900. 

He delivered his sj)eech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

Circle officers are almost unnecessary. The (•nduct of the majority 
of these officers is reprehensible, whenever they are out on tour. They 
depend largely on others’ lios]>itality. My colleague, Babu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta, who hails from my district, js also of the same opinion. He has 
placed a very graphic picture before the House sliowiniJ vividly the 
pernicious conduct of these ciiclo officers. Should the (lovctt-nment 
consider it imperative that there should he such a thing as circle 
officers and their paraydiernalia, T am afraid to depute the suh-deyrnty 
collectors on this work. I do ^iiot know what will he the fate of my 
motion, but, as usual, T do not see that the signs are favourable. So T 
implore the Government that instead of 50 circle officers, only 25 may 
be engaged. I would, therefore, n^luce Rs. 3(),90f) under this 
head. In the Sadar subdivision of the district of Comilla, one or two 
clerks manage the circle officers’ dufies. Effective economies may 
be made in this manner also. I have formulated a crystallised scheme 
and I should like to place this before the (/ouncil. Motions Nos, 27 to 
31 are for the refusal of the whole amount under this head, and No. *32 
is for the reduction by Rs. 47,000. But mine is not a y>roposal of that 
nature. Arguments will be useless here. The only course left to us 
ifi to beseech the Government to accede to our prayer. 
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Rai ilOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 beg to support 

the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta for this very patent 
reason which is this. The Loral Self-Government Act has to be 
amended. It is very well-known that this piece of legislation is not 
popular in this country and now this sum of Rs. 94,000 is required for 
working this Act. Until the am(*ndment takes plac^ and gets the 
approbation of this Council, this sum of money can never be sanctioned, 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK; 1 just want to point out that 
the Retrenriiment (kunmittee is going to sit from to-morrow. Is it 
desirable that we should go in for this additional expenditure at the 
present moment? Do the Government think that it will add to the 
confidence of the |)eo])le in the Retrenchment Comifiittee if, on the one 
hand they constitute a Retrenchment Committee and, on the other 
hand, go on adding to the cost of the administration. They simply 
make the j)osition of the memlwrs of the Retrenchment Cohmiittee 
ridiculous if they are to go on like this. I cannot for one moment 
understand what the |)oint is in appointing a Retrenchment Committee 
when they go on adding to the exp(uiditure. This would not in my 
humble opinion add to the confidence of the people Jn the Retrenchment 
Committee, which is ex]>ected to do some g(K)d work for the province. I 
think that Government ought to consider all thes<* matters befo(i1e| 
making a demand like this whi<‘h is practically one lakh of rupees 
recurring ex}x*nditure. This is all I have got to siiKnit at the present 
moment. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: If we want to make the union boards 
a success, it seems to he necessary that we must have circle officers who 
should Ik* in a posit io!i to go to the ])eople and explain matters to 
them. It has been said that they are mostly uncivil. This is a thing 
which wilh he found everywhere and particularly Government offi- 
cials in tlu* lower rung of the ladder are more or less uncivil, but 
that is a matter which can he cured. Further, it is absolutely neces- 
sary to my mind that they should he appointed so that we may make 
the union hoards a success. 

«• 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surondra Nath Banorjoa): So many as 
seven gentlemen have put down their names in favour of these amend- 
ments. It seems to me. Sir, Dmt there is a very considerable amo-unt 
of misapprehension on the subject, and if the House would listen to 
me for a few moments as to what I have got to say, I am sure the 
members who moved these amendment will see their way to modify 
their views, and I hoj^e they will withdraw the amendments. I wont 
to ask a simple (piestion and it is very much upon the lines of what 
the last speaker has just observed. I want to ask— Do you of do you 
not want that these union boards should increase in number, and should 
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jgrofw and multiply? This question has to be answered by putting 
pother question which goes deeper into the matter. l)o you dr do you 
iot want efficient, vigorous, and active agencies in the rural areas for 
village water-supply and village medical relief? Sir, we have often 
discussed these questions in this '(Vmncil Ciiamber. There seems to 
be an unanimity of feeling that our w'ater-supply is defective, that our 
medical relief needs to be improved, and 1 say if that is the* consensue 
of opinion which has been hear<l in this Council Chamber, the (\nincil 
is bound to accept the grant which the Govern ment jirays for and to 
reject these aniendinents. If you want more medical relief in the rural 
areas you must have tliese union boards. If you want your village 
water-supply impniv’ed you require these agencies. Inasrnucli as you 
want them, you must establish these unions, and if you want to estab- 
lish these union boards, you are bound to have these circle officers. 
The ciikcle officers tour aliout the country and ]>repan* the ground for 
the union hoards. My fri(*nd, Mr. Duti, has referred to his (‘xjierience 
of Comilla. I bow' to his exp(*rience, hut T have tlie hroailer outlook 
and the more extended vision of the wdiole of Itengal. 1 have at my dis- 
posal information wliicli affects not only oiu* j)arii(uilai' district but all 
the districts of Bengal. And wdiat do 1 find? That in consequencx^ of 
the lack of circle officers, we are not able to push on the great ex[>erimeDt 
of the institution of union hoards in the ninfassal. Take the cxise of 
Midnapore. We sent down a s^XHual officer to inquire into the matter 
of union boards in that district. The House is probably aware that 
these union boards have Ix^en aho]ishe<l — all of them — in MidiiajKire. 
Now our special officer reported — and the Distried^ Magistrate was of the 
same opinion — that if we had a sufficient nuniher of circle offit^ers, and 
if they had done s|Xide-w()rk in aniicii>ati(m, this calamity would have 
been averted. Indeed the villagers wumld have been stiffened in their 
resistance to the ])ressure of non-co-opt^ration. That was* the state of 
things in the Midnapore district in conse(]Uence of the absence of circle 
officers; in consequence of no j)reliminary work having been done by 
them, the Govern iiieni had to abolish all the union boards we had in the 
district of Midnai>ore, and the result has lieen disastrous to the interests 
of that district and the cause of local self-government. Take again the 
case of Bakarganj. Take the ease of a district, which is near to the 
district, of my friend, Mr. Indu Bhushan Ihitta, viz., Chittagong. We 
have reports that the establishment of union boards in these districts is 
being delayed in conse<|uence of tbe-^dearth of the officers; and they 
constitute the vital agency for ensuring medical relief and pro- 
moting water-supply in the villages. These union boards cannot 
indeed be established, unless and until you have more circle officers than 
you have at present. Nor is this all. I have ray own jiersonal views 
about the village union boards. In the evolution of lotial self-govem- 
meiit, they are bound to be the great vitalizing centres^ From them 
will spring that civic spirit which should be diffused throughout the 
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length and breadth of the districts, and the cause of local seH-gOTem- 
ment will then prosper. The other day we unanimously Teferred the 
Calcutta Municipal Bill to a Select Committee and that Bill represents 
a great advance on the system of local self-government for this city. 
Now, I ask members of this Council, are they going to stand in the 
way of the development of local self-government in the mufassal, while 
they are having this advanced measure in the capital of the province? It 
would be an act of injustice, of unfairness to our people in the 
mufassal. It would retard the growth of local self-goveniment in the 
province. It would interfere with the development of these agencies, 
beneficient agencies, whidi will afford medical relief and supply good 
drinking water, the need of which was so keenly felt in the course of 
last summer. So, I do hope and trust that this House will not accept 
any of these amendments and allow this amount to stand in the supple- 
mentary budget. 

Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta^s motion was then put, and a division was 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Ahmtd, Khan Bahadur Maulvl WaalmuddTn. 
Atimad, MunthI dafar. 

All, Mr. lyad Nailm. 

Ml. MunthI Amir. 

Bhaftaoharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klthorl Mahan. 
Ohaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Hahiar 
Kahman. 

Ohaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 

Oat, Babu Bhitmadav. 

Oat Gupta, Ral Bahadur NTbaran Chandra. 
Outt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 


j Chatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmani. 

I Chote, Ral Bahadur Jogandra Chundar. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. FaiNil. 

I Haq, Shah 8yed Emdadul. 

I Khan, Maulvl Md. RaAqua Uddin. 

I Malllk, Babu turendr^ Nath. 

MukharJI, Prafattor B. C. 
Mukhapadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar thib Shakharatwar. 

Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoyprotad tlngh. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhana. 

Afial, Nawabtada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
All, Mr. tyed Erfan. 

Ml, MunthI Ayub. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banarjaa, tha Hon'bla Sir turandra Nath. 
Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Boat, Mr. B. M. 

Caray, Mr. W. L. 

Ohaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Ohaudhurl, tha Han’ble tha Nawab Balyld 
Nawab Ail, Khan Bahadur. 

Caban, Mr. D. J. 

Calvin, Mr. 0. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Daa, Mr. t. R. 

Da, Babu fanindralal. 

OanaM, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emartaa, Mr. T. 

Paraqul, Mr. K. M- 
Parraatar, Mr. 4 , Campball. 


French, Mr. F. C. 

Chota, Mr. D. C. 

Qoada, Mr. t. W. 

Hindley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Hu-^tlngford, Mr. G. T. 

Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 
damat, Mr. R. N. L. UngfarC 
Karr, tha Hon'bla Sir John. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rhhman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhlraja Bahadur af Buriwaa, 

tha Hon’bla tha. 

MoAlpIn, Mr M. C. 

MIttar, tha Hon’bla Mr. P. C. 

Muir, Mr. R. H. 

Mukharjaa, Babu NItya Dhana. 

Prantloa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Han’bla Mr Abd-ms 
Ray Chaudhurl, Mr. Krlthna Chawdm. 
Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kahaunlih 
Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. J. N. 
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Wi MaiUMi Sii^ik 
•iMwii. Klwii iaMitir AMut. 

IIMMiMr, Mr. N. e. 
ipry, Mr. H. E. 

•tvIC Hr. M. A. 
tt tp hm tu, Mr. H. L. 

The Ayes being iib and the 


•ulM^iiranly, Or. tk 
twaii, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walth, Mr. C. F. 

Wlltan, Llautwiant-ColMMi R. F. 
WanItwMth, Mr. W. C. 


Noes 5f'b the motion was lost 


^7 


Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri’s motion was then put and loat^ 
Shah Syed Eindadul Haq’s motion was then put and lost. 

At this stage, Shah Sye<l Eindadul llaq asked for a division. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: May I rise to 
a point of order!'' How ean a nieml>er ask for a division after you 
have declared the motion as lost ? 


Mr. E. SPRY: May I ask a question? If a memlH»r stands 
dmost ^one, is he entitled to a <livision for the mere asking? 

Th6 DEPUTY*PRESI DENT : There is nothing in the rules against 
it. What I shall do is to ask those who are in favour of Shah SahiVs 
motion to stand in their seats. 

There being only d in favour of it and 24 against, the motion was 
ost. 


Blbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Many of the members have not 
leard M^hat you said. Will you please say it again? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: We cannot go 
m in this fashion. I protest against all this. You have given us a 
uling. You said that those who were in favour ought to stand and 
nly three stood up. 

Bebu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: May we not ask questions? 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Ra. 246 
nder head 22. — (leneral Atlministratioii — Scheme 9 for the enter- 
giinment of an additional iiermanent clerk on Ks. 35 in the Accounts 
Iranch of the Baukura (!ollector^te, be reduced by Rs. 45. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
iURDWAN: The Shah Sahib has not explained why he wants to reduce 
ur demand for Rs. 245 by Rs. 45 and to make it Rs. 200. I must 
ppose the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the (.’ouncil, withdrawn. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Rs. 182 
ader head ‘ 22. — (General Administration — Scheme 10 ’’ for the employ- 
kont of two additional peons on Rs. 13 — ^—17 each jier mensem in the 
tamps and Accounts Department of the I)acca Collectorate be TeducM 
f Rs. SI. 
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He delivered hia speech in Bengali, the translation of which is as 
follows 

IJsuall)' three to five peons are engaged at the rate of two atiinas 
per hour. At this rate Rs. 13 heconiea the pay of a peon per month 
excepting the holidays. I do not think two peons are necessary at all, 
so I would refuse one peon^s pay. 

The Hon’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I have got one minute and w'ithiu that time I hope I 
shall finish. 

The proposal for the emjdoyment of two i)eon8 m the Stamps and 
Aooounts Department of the Dacca Collectorate was received in Novem- 
])er, 1921, and has been carefully examined in the Secretariat. The 
Collector has reiK)rted that owing to the introduction of the Circle 
system and the service* of process through the Presidents of Unions, the 
number of process-serving jK*ons in the district has been reduced from 
81 to 49. It is, therefore, no longer practi(*able to depute from time to 
time for work in these two department, process-serving ])eons who 
might be waiting for their turn to go out to the mufassal for purposes 
of serving processes. Coolies had therefore to be employed and paid 
at the rate of two annas |x»r hour, the cost of which w’as not less than 
Rs. 22-8-0, and may exceed Rs. 32-4-0 a month, when transactions in 
the Stam|>8 Dejiartment are heavier. The employment of the permanent 
peons will greately facilitate Government work without entailing any 
additional cost. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Mftulvi A. K. FAZL*UL HAQs The time allotted by His Excellency 
the Governor for the discussion of this particular demand having been 
exceeded, I should like to know why the demand should not lapse for 
want of time. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT; As the time is up, T shall now put 
each motion formally and take the option of the Council on it. 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: That the demand of Rs. 36,760 
under head “ 22. — General Administration Scheme 11 for the diet 
allowances of wil nesses attending criminal courts, be reduced by 
Rs. 6,750. 

A*’ 

Mmilvi A. k. FAZL-UL HAQ: That the demand of Rs. 2,700 for 
exjienditure under head “ 22. — General Administration, for the pur- 
chase of a new Iwat for the Subdivisional Officer, Contai, be refused. 
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The following motion wa.s then put : 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: - That the .lema.ul for 11 , ••.700 
under head ---.—(.eneral Administration- -S, heme I t,’ f,,,- the pur- 

b^Rs.1,5Wr" “““ reduce 

A division was taken with the followin;,^ i(‘siih : 


Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 


AYES. 

j Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhondf 
Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banarjea, the Man'bie Sir Surendra Hath. 
Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bose, Mr. S«M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Cohen, Mr. 0. J. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Das, Mr. S. R. 

Oe, Babu Fanindralal. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqui, Mr. K. C. M- 
Forrester, Mr. 4 . Campbell. 

French, Mr. F. C. • 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
Goode, Mr. S. W. 

Hindley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntingford, Mr. C, T. 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Kerr, the Hon’bio Sir John. 

The Ayes luMii^r and tlie N< 
Hie following motions weie tl 


j Khan, Babu Devendra Lai. 

I Khan, Mauivi Md. Raftque Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

Mallik, Babu Surendra Nath. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

; MItter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. c. 

Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhone. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur*. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunlsh 
I Chandra. 

I Roy, Mr. BIjoyprosad Singh. 

' Roy, Mr. J. N. 

; Roy, Raja Manlloii Singh. 

Skinner, Mr. H. E. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. j. a. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. ’ 

I Wilson, Lleutenant'Colonel R. p. 

I Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

1*^ 47, <h<‘ motion was lost. 

CM jMit and lost : — . 


Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That Ih,- .Imnaml of ]{s. K.OOO for 
raiHUKliliin- timloi lioad ‘•.'•-I -(ioiinal Ailmimstialioii,’ i„i th<. pur- 
chase of a sea-goiiig boat foi the Siil)(li\ isioiial tlflicer, t^ox’s liazar, ho 
refused.” 


SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: ” Tlmt the demand of Ks. H,000 
iiider head ‘ (ieiieral Administration,’ for tlie imicliase of a new 
<ea-jroin^r boat for the Suhdivimonal Officer, (o\’.s Jfazar be reduced 
)yRs. 4,000.” 

The undermentioned motion was then jmt : 

Mauivi A, K, FAZL-UL HAQ: “That the demand of lbs. 1LM50 
or expenditure under liead '22 - (feneral Administration,’ for the 
lupply of a suitable cuttm* and jolly boat for tin* Sundeihaiis Sub- 
Deputy Collector, 24-rarfranaH, be refused.” 


21 
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A division was taken with the following result: — 

t 

AYES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wasimuddin. 
All, Mr. tyed Nasim. 

Bhattaoharjl, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Haftzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, Rai Harendranath. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Babu (ndu Bhushan. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazi ul. 


, Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

, Huq, Maulvl Ekramul. 

Mukharji, Babu SatUh Chandra. 

I Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra KIshor. 
Roy, Babu Nalini Nath. 

SInha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shahecd. 


NOES 


Avldy, Babu Amulya Ohone. 

Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bose, Mr. G. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
« Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Das, Mr. 6. R. 

Oe, Babu Fanindralal. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

FaroquI, Mr. K. C. M. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Chose, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 

Coode, Mr. 8. W. 

HIndley, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

James, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Tli(‘ A VI'S hemg 1!) ainl tlie Noes 
The iollowiiig mol ion was then 


Kerr, the Hon'ble Gir John. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raflque Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Biirdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

Malllk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

MuAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

MItter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Muir, Mr. R. H. 

Mukherjee, Babu NItya Dhone. 

Prentice, Mr W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant'Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

'). the inolioii was lost. 

]>ut and lost : — 


SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “ Thai the demand of Hs. 113,150 
nndei head — (leneial Adniinistialion — Schetne Iti ’ l)e reduci'd 

hv Ks. 3,150.” 

I he lollowing motion wa'', liy lea'ie of the (’onm il, withdrawn: — 


Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROY: “ Tlmt Ihe d.niaml for 
lIs 1 inolo?’ lit’ad J.?. — (loiioral .Xdnnni^trai ioii ' ho I'oducod 

hv lis. r.o.oiio,” 

u 

The tidlowing motion was jHit and lost: — 

M&uivi Ai Kt FAZL*UL HAQ: lliat the demand tor oxj)enditiir6 
under head ‘ 1313. — General Admiiii.stration ’ lie refused.” 

The original demand that a sum of Its. 1.80,5813 be granted for 
exiHMiditure under head 22.— General Administration ” was then put 
and agreed to. 
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24. — Administration of Justice. 

« 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir AbcLur- Rahim) : I movr tliat a .sum ol R.s. lx* un(l(*r 

head 24. — Admiui.stration of* du.stiee.” 


Motions for reduction. 

The followiiin* motion wa.s, l)\ l<‘a\(‘ of ilu' ('ouucil. withdrawn: — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That iho domand f(»r Rs. l.Dot). 
under head ‘ 21.— Administiatnui (d’ dustice — S( hem(‘ 1 ’ hein^ lh(' 
jirovision toi 10 menials at hVs. lo (sieh for t(*mj)oraJ il\ ^t ren^thenin 
th(' low(M- division ot (he ministmial estahlishimoit he rt'duet'd hy 
R.s. 525.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; I mov(' that the (hunaud 
foT a sum (d Rs. 170 ff)r tin* installation (d a telephom* in the iesiden((* 
(d the Ih‘^istrai undei liead “ 21. — .\dniinistration of .1 Ust 4 — (\)Ti- 

t in^'(‘nei(‘> ” lie T'efused. 

Tin* amount wt* kno\\ is almost insi^nitieant , hut (hat is not ni\ 
point. 4'h(' point is N\heth(*r w(* should piovide t(deplione conm^et ions 
in the houses of oui Hi^li OoiiTt Rejri'^tnus. I undcustand that the 
( diief Justi( (‘ (d' the Ifi«.ih (7unt <if Galeutta has a t(*h‘|dione connection 
at his r<‘sid(‘Tic(‘, hut that is maintained hy liis IjokIsIiij) out of Ins 
own pocket, ddnue is ikj r(‘as(>n why tin* Re^'-istrar (d' tin* lfi;^h 
Court .should have a teleplioin* (•(UHn*ction at his r«‘sidence at juihlic 
e\}K*nse, I uinh'istand the R(‘^^islrai is ln*ad of tin* ministeiial (*stah- 
lishmeiit oi the Ili^^h Couit on]\ ; that heiti^ so, I fail to understand why 
lie siiould re(|uii(* a t<‘leplioin* c(Min(*ction at his residence' j^t all. A 
(‘onnection at his ('Hice kkuii is suflicient ; \\hat need could tlieie for 
a t<dephone at liis piivate iesid(*ncey That is my n*a,son for movin^^ 
this imdioii, and I ask my fii(*nd.s to consider whetln*r this ^raiit is at 
all necessary. 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; As ref»-aids this, tin* R(*f,''islrar 
of the Onp'inal Side (d tlie TGhrh ('ourt do<*s a lot of husin(*ss m liis 
private n*si(h‘nc(*. and for that piirpo.se In* leijuires tin* use* of a tele- 
phom*. 1T(* has to communicate \(*ry frirejuently with tin* Attornevs 
with whom he does husiness, inid it is TH*cessary in the* opinion of (he 
High (V)urt that a t(*lephone should 1m* at his dis|K)sal. (hi tin* ApiK*l- 
late Side, tin* Registrar is |>rovided with a teleplioin*, so also is tin* 
Deputy R(*gistrar, and 1 heli(*ve, flie Assistant lR*gistrar. 7'he High 
Court wrote to us saying that it would greatly promote the despatch of 
business if the Registrar of the Original Side had a teleplioin* at his 
residence. 
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Ah regards the Chief Justice’s telephone, I know the cost of this is 
borne by his I^ordsliip i)ersonally, but we cannot expect the Registrar 
to pay for the telejJione in his residence which is used for Government 
business. The Registrar has to communicate with the outside world; 
and the High Court consider that it is necessary for the proj^er discharge 
of busin(*sH that h(* should have a telephone. I submit, therefore, that 
in a matter like this, the opinion of the High (\)urt should be given 
due weight. 

The motion was then juit and lost. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 move that the demand of 
Rs. HjLdiO under head “ 24. — Administration of fllistice ” for miscel- 
laneous items of «‘xpenditure in tlie Ajijiellate Side, Calcutta High 
(-oiirt, be ]‘<‘fused. 

Ijooking at the details given, we find that this sum of Ks, (S,2b() is 
made uj) of a pi’ovision loi wooden boards toi lecords costing Rs. 2,000, 
dextrine pasle and' cliiffen lor th(‘ Hecsud Depaitimuit Ks. oOO, matting 
for the tloor of tlie Kecord Depart imuit IN. 2ol), misiellaiieoiis charge 
for the K(‘cord Departmmit Ks. 000, and then the rejilacmiient of clurk,^, 
mats, etc., in the ('oiirt building Ks. 0,000. 

’riie last tliiee items, I submit, seem to me at an_\ rate to be extreme- 
ly extravagant. In tlie first place I do not know w'iiat this charge for 
]»aste, etc., is and why it should cost such a high figure as Ks. 000; 
secondly, the replacement of <hirks, mats, etc., I should like to know’ 
what this “ etcetera means and why it shouhl cost of such a high figure. 
I shall not pass m\ motion if tlie lloirble Member will assure me that he 
will see whether this item cannot be reduced. 1 would be ijiiite con- 
tent w’lth a nnisonable deduction. 

ThO Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 refei to the details given here. 
My information is — |H*rhaps Mauivi Kazl-ul Haij will know if 1 am 
correct — that the (7//cA’,v and mats for the floor in the High Court are not 
in proper condition and reipiire repla(;ing. T do not r(*ally see on w’hat 
basis we are in a jiosition to cut down this estimate, but I shall bear in 
mind what Mauivi l'4izl-ul Ha(| says and we are jnejiared to ask the 
High Court to consider if any of the.se estimates can be reduced. 
Otherw’isc 1 do not think it fe^asihle for this Council to go into details of 
this nature, AVe shall ask the High Court if they can i=educe the 
estimates. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 fully appreciate w’hat has been 
stated by the HorTble Member, I therefore beg leave to withdraw the 
motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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• 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Us. 5,000 
under head “ 24. — Administration of Justice — Scheme 7 ” ^for the 
replacement of chi('ks, mats, etc,, in the Court buildings, be reduced by 
Rs. 2,500. 

He sjioke in Benj^ali in su|)]M)rt of his motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: We have ^Hven full details, 
here. This is the same as the former motion; 1 need not say anything 
more. 

The motion was then jmt and lost. 

SHAH SYED £MDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. 4,000 under liead “ 24.— Administration of Justice - Sclieme 8” 
for furniture and office eijuipinent , be reduced by Us. 500. 

He s])oke in Beng-ali in su|>])ort of his motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM J T have nothin^]; more to add to 
what 1 have already said. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The followin^^ motion was, by leave of the Coiimul, withdniwn ; — 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the dmnand for Hs. 25.000 
under head ‘ 24 -•^Administration of .lustici' — Scluum* 0 ’ for th(‘ ui>- 
keep of houses of detention and chihlren’s courts at Alijxue, Howrah 
and Calcutta, be reduced by Hs. 5,000.” 

The following motion was deemed to be witlnkawn, as the member 
was absent ; — 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: That the demand of 

Rs. 25,000 undei head ‘ 24 -Administration uf .lusti((‘ ’ f^i the Juve- 
nile Court and detention house of juvenile offenders, be reduced by 
Rs. 5,(MK).” 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: T move that the deman'd for 
R.s. GOO under head ” 24. — Adniii^istration of Justici* — (hvil and SessioiiH 
(V)urt — fOstablishment — Scheme 10 ” for tiu* steno^^rapher for the 
Hi.strict Jud^^e of Dinajpui, be refu.sed. 

This relates to the pay of the steno^nipher to the District Judp-e of 
Dinajpur. In the remarks column on pa^-e 40 of the Sujiplementary 
Demand for (irants, one of the f^rounds shown for the need of a steno- 
j?rapher is to save time in writinj^ out jud^^^ments. In this connection 
I beff to .say that under the law', jud^^ments must be written by the 
Judge himself, (‘xcept otherw'ise expres.sly provided by the law which 
enjoined it. Moreover, the District and Sessions Judges are not the 
same hard w'orked officers as they were, and it would be merely luxury 
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to provide them with a .stenof(ra])her. Moreover, there are things 
which .should not be left to a stenogra})her, and I (d)ject to it on 
princi])le. 1 suggest its refusal. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I ])eg to sup])ort the motion 
that has been moved l)v Rjija Maiiiloll Siugh Roy tliat the demand of 
Rs. 030 under head “ 24. — Administration ot Justice-- (’ivil and Ses- 
sions (^)urts ” for the stemigiapher foi the District Judge of Dinajjiur 
be refused. 

I (h) not understand why certain fludges should reijuire stenographers 
for their ludj). J’hey can wiite judgments just as well and much more 
(piickly theniNelves. 'I’he way in which the steriygnijihers take down 
the judgments of the Judge esjiecially in the mufassal, where you can- 
not get such <‘Xi>eit stenographei s as we have got here in tlie Legisla- 
tive ('ouncil, must be unsat isfactoiy ; in fact, they must take ipoie time 
!in taking down the judgments than would have b(‘en the case, hud the 
Judge himseli had written the judgnumts. 

Then, I believe the Additional Judges and the Subordinate Judges 
RiT more liaidworkiMl than the Sessions Judges, and it the\ can manage 
W’ithout steno^r'iiphcrs, it is absolutidy urn (‘asonable to think that the 
S(‘ssions fludges should |•e(lUlle th(‘ help ol stenographers. Koi'merly 
District .Magist rat(‘s had no stmiograjihers. Now tlu'V hav(‘ all got sftmo- 
graphers, who glory in the nanu‘ of confidential chulis l''ormeily when 
jHMiple addri'ssed letters to District Magistrates, they i(‘pli(‘d w’ath 
th(‘ii own hands, but now, it is tin* confidential clerks who tyj)t‘ the 
hdteis, J'he meaniyg is ]>erlc‘ctl,\ clear. Otliccus arc* g(*ttino indolent. 
1 do not know if it is the efiect ol tin* hot (liniate, hut we cannot allow' 
our* (dliceis to come into the category ol lot us-(‘att*r's. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. ()3I) 
undtM heacf “ 24. — Administration of flustic(‘ — Scherm* It) ” lie refused. 

lie delivei'ed his sjHuuh in Ibmgali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

JJiis expenditure is absolutely uii necessary, and I am sorry to say 
that th('st‘ uurieccvssary «*xj)enses ar'e converting thi‘ granaries of llengal 
into the resting jdaces oi d(‘ad bodies. The Disti'ict Judges had no 
stenographcM's at any time. Hut now luxuiy demands this. Why, the 
District rludges, if th(‘y are so mind(*d can very widl get on without 
stenogi'a])heis. It the District Judge ot J)inaji>ui is provided w’ith a 
shorthand typist, the result will be that others will come on and gradu- 
ally g(‘t theirs sanctioned too. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: R aja Mariihdl Singh Roy raises* 
a (luestion of law and thinks that it is against the law for Disti’ict and 
Sessions Judges to dictate their judgrm*nts. 1 must say that I am rather 
suiinised to hear this statement. If that were the law, as the Raja 
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suggests, then I am afraid many a judgment dudated to stenographers 
must be declared to be void. 1 should say on the contrary timt it is 
really the intention oi tin* law that as soon as ,ludg(*s have heard the 
arguments they sliould pioinjdly deliver their judgments and they can 
best do so with the heli> of stenographers. It is iny exiKMUOu'e, and it 
is the exixu'ience of most men who had to deal with courts of law that 
a Judge can ]>rom]>tly ged tlirough his business it he Inus a stenographer* 
to take down his judgment. I think it is a detect in our judicial arrange- 
ment that all our Distind ,linlg(‘s are not pio\ulcd with stimographers. 

1 have exj>erience of anotlnu' Ibi'SKhmcy where sidivted subordinatt' 
judges and even muiisits ai(‘ ]novid(‘d with slenog^i apht*rs. (A voice: 
“ Wlier(‘ is ity”) in Madras. That 1 think is a move m tin* right 
direidion and we ought to (*ncourag(‘ tiu' systmn in Jhoigal l']xct*pt tw’o 
or threi* Distmt and St*ssions .lodges, all tln‘ othtus art‘ ]H()vi(h‘d 
with steuograjiluMs and 1 do not r(‘ally undmstand tht‘ argument tiiat tlu‘ 
jirovision (d stenogiaphers will tend to make tlie Judgi^s lazy. He has 
to sit the whole da\ in (\)urt and it h(‘ has a shorlliand wiitn to take 
dow’ii his judgments, surtdy he would get through his woik (pucker 
than it he were to wiite out his judgnuMits him.scdf on tlu* bmich. 1 
can a.ssure the Council that tin* wilting out of judgimuils in (N)Uit would 
occiij)\ a tail proportion of time* <d the (’ourt. Alanv (jiiestions can be 
disjjosed <d at once by a few woids diedated to a stenograjiher. J would 
stioiglv uige tills jioint oi view on the consich'rut ion oi tin* Council. 

Kaja Maniloll Singh Ron’s motion was then put and a division wa# 
taken with the iolluwirg result: — 


AYES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Wasimuddin. 
Asam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Kishorl Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 

Oas, Babu Bhishmadev. 

Outt, Ral Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazi ul. 


Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Moltra, Or. ,latlndra Nath. 
Mukharji, Babu Satlsh Chan|}ra. 
Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 
Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prosad Singh. 
Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 
Suhrawardy, Or. A<. 


jlOES. 


Avidy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

All, Mr. Syed Nasim. 

Banerjea, the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bo»e, Mr. S. M. 

Carey, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
miwab All. Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Dae, Mr. 8. R. 

OeLlele, Mr. J. A. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emereon, Mr. T. 

FaroquI, Mr. K. C. M* 


French, Mr. F. C. 

Chatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmanl. 

Choee, Mr. 0. C. 

Chote, Ral Bahadur Jogendra Chunder. 
Cood^, Mr. S. W. 

HIndley, Mr. C. 0. M. 

Huntingford, Mr. C. T. 

Kerr, the Hon'ble Sir John. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the. 

MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MItter, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

Mukherjl, Profeeeor B. C. 

Prentloe, Mr. W. 0. R. 
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Rahim, the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur*. Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

SInha, BSbu Surendra Narayan. i Walsh Mr. C. P. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. i Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. ; Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

The Ayes heiuji^ 15 and the Ncuvs 40, the motion was lost. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that the demand of 
lis. GdO under head “ 24. — Administration of Jii.sti<“e — (’ivil and Sessions 
Judges — Selieme 11 ” lor the .steno|»-ra|)her for the District Judge of 
Jessore he refused. 

1 do not think that 1 n(*ed add anything mor(‘ to wliat T have already 
said. I may, lioW(‘ver, suhmit tliat the lIon’hle«ihe (Jiief Justice of 
llengal is reiKirted to hav(‘ said that stenogi a pliers cannot take* down 
law iMunts. They do not know tuiough law to 1 h* able to rejxirt law 
jKiiiiis correctly. 

Mr. H. E. SPRY: I oliject to this statement. IIow does the mem- 
ber know that tlie llon’ble tlie (Jiief Justice lias said that stenographers 
cannot take down law points P 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: It was repoited in the news- 
papers that the ('hief Justice had said that stmio;^ lajiliers cannot take 
down law points as the Judge himself would wish it. Moi cover, in the 
nnilassal loi Us GdO we <'annot get a good stenographer. If w’e want 
to have a caj>abh‘ stenographer like the ones w>' have in this ('ouncil, 
wa* shall want at least Hs. d.ObO a year. I am afiaid, theretore, that if 
W'(‘ allow' this grant ^this \(‘ar, we shall be contionted next yeai w'lth a 
further giant of lU. 2,(H)() tor each stenogra])h(‘r ioi (‘ach Additional 
Distiict Judge. So 1 would ask tin* (^luncil to nij) the thing in the 
bud now. 

SHAH ilYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Us. 630 
un(h‘r head “ 24. — Adniinistiat ion of .liistiei* — Scheme 11 ” lx* refused. 

Tin* mover addr(*ss('(| the (Nnincil in lh‘ngali in siijuxirt of the motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 do not think that I can add 
to what 1 ha\(* already said. 1 submit tliat thert* is a necessity for 
eiitei taming tin’se steiiograjdiers and that we ought to encourage the 
jiractice of dictating judgments. 

The motion was then jmt aiud lost. 

On tin* Deputy-President explaining to Shah Syed Kmdadul Haq that 
Motion No. ()() wav on the same footing as No. 36 ((reiieral Adminnifra- 
tion) relating to the diet allowances of witnesses, Shah Syed Emdadul 
lIiKi withdrew’, with the leave of the Oouindl, the following motion; — 

“ That the demand of Hs. It), 880 under head ‘ 24. — Administration 
of Justice — Scheme 12 ’ be reduced by Rs. 550.” 
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The following luotion of Muulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Ilaq wuh, by leave 
of the ('ouiuil, withdrawn; — • 

“ That the demand for exix^nditure under head * 24. — Administra- 
tion of Justice ’ l)e refused.” 

The original demand that a sum of Ks. St),2t>t> 1 h‘ granted under 

head ” 24. — ^Administration of Justice ” was then put and agreed U> 


25. — Jails and Convict Settlements. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir ^bd-ur- Rahim): 1 move that a sum ot its. 12,340 be 
granted under Innid “ 2r>.-— ,)ails and (’onvict Stdthuneni.s. ” 

The following motions standing in the name of Shah Syed Kmdadul 
Hai] wvre, bv leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the (Ic'inand ot Us. 3,o00 un(h‘r head ‘ 25. — tlails and (hin- 
viet Settlements — Scheme 1 ’ lu* reduced by Us. 705.'* 

“ That tlie demand of Us. 3,50t) umler head ‘ 25. — Jails and Con- 
vict S(‘tth‘ments — Scheme 2 ’ be refused.” 

Tht‘ following motions standing in the name of Uabu Annada Charan 

Dutt weie, in the ahsenct* of tlu^ member, dtaumsl to he withdrawn : - 

• 

” That th(‘ d(‘mand ol IN. 5,000 under head ‘ 25. — .lails and t'on- 
viet Settlements^ — Scheme 3 ’ foi revisiMi scale of jiay alloW(‘d to whole- 
time medical subordinates attached to Jail hospitals be redue4'd by 
Us. 2,000.” 

” 3’hat the dtunand of Us. 340 under head ‘ 25. — Jails and ('oiiviet 
Setthuiieiits — Scheme 4 ’ for the revision of jiay ot tlie ttuiehing stall 
of the Juvenile Jail, lie redin'cil by Us. 200.” * 

llie following motion standing in the name of Maulvi A K. Fazl-ul 
Ilaij was, b\ leaNC of the (\mm*il, withdrawn: — 

” That the demand for expenditure under head ‘ 25. — Jails and (hm- 
viet Settlements ’ lie refused.” 

Idle orginal demand tliaf a sum of Us. 12,340 be granted under head 
‘ 25. — .Tails and Convict Settlements ' was then put and agreed to. 

The Allocation of Business. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: (trder! order! A petition w’as 
sented to His Exeelleiiey the (iovernor, and this is the reply which 
His Flxe^llency has sent to me: — 

” The alhwation of imsiness is din ided at the lieginnirig of each 
session and the days set apart for private business are fixed by me at 
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suc.h a number as in niy judf^ment represents a. fair and reasonable pro- 
IM)i‘tion o^‘ llie whole time of the session. All the remaining days are 
n‘served for (lovernment business, and so long as time is apportioned 
on this jirinciple, each day must 1 k^ reserved for the business allotted to 
it. I’he amount of time allowed for private business cannot be increased 
by admitting such businc'ss in the unutilised ])oi‘tion of tlie day reserved 
for Gov(‘rnm(‘nt business. I’lie members ot tin* (jovernment on whom 
a g^reiit stiain is inij)ose<l by th(‘ large numb(*r of ([uestions and resolu- 
tions j)ut down liy jirivate members have to prepare their work in accord- 
anc(‘ with a time tnbb‘ fix(*d at th(‘ beginning ot the s(*ssion, and it would 
not 1)(‘ lair to re(jU]i(‘ them at the end of the day st‘t ajiart for (lovern- 
ment business, unexpi'ctedly and without pievious notice, to deal w'ith 
lesolutions moved by juivate memiiers.” 

Adjournment. 

Thi‘ (Vmncil was thiMi adjimrned till Monday, tlu' Itlth »Iuly, at 

d I'.M., at the Town Hull, ('alcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled uoder the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thk C’ouncil met in the (’ouneil (’hamlKM in the Tawn Hall, (\ileiitta, 
on Monday, the 10y^,lnl\, 1922, at 3 r.M. 

Present: 

The ])(‘i>nty-l*rt‘si(h‘nt in the (’hair, the I Ion ’hie tin* foui' Mt‘inl>(‘rs 
of the Executive Council, tin* llon’hh* the thii'e Ministers, and 9S nomi- 
nated and t‘h‘cted mem hers. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Revision of the curricula of studies. 

*LX. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon hie 

the Ministei in chai/jfe of tin* l)t‘|)arlmenl of Education considering tin' 
desiiahilit,\ of taking*- <*ar)\ stejis in consultation with tin* Cniv(‘rsily 
of Calcutta and the Texi-hook Comniitt(*e lor rt'visin/^- tin* curricula of 
studies foi* tin* difiererit (*\aminat ions with a view to their im]>rovenn‘nty 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): d'he <jU(*sii(Hi is too»\a^»‘in* for a dt*finite 
rej)ly. d’he curiiciil.i ol tin* se<oiidar\ and hi^dn*i (>ours(‘s are fixed hy 
the CniveisitN, As ioi the it‘^t, the s\l}ahus lor juiniary schools has 
rt*centl> h(*(*n le^is(*d and that of the “ li ” final courst* is und(*j‘ revision. 
Ts’o fill tin*] action is contemjjlated at ju'esent. * 


Simplicity and discipline amongst students. 

*LXI. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Has the 

attention of the Hon’hle the Minister foi Education h(*en diawn to tin* 
desirahility of fosterin^^ in students, while in hostels and hoaidin^ 
liouses, a hahit of simplicity and well-<lis(‘ipline<l behaviour, suited to 
their resjiective jK)sit ions in life? * 

(h) Is the Hon’hle tin* Minister in char^^n* of the I)(*partment of 
Education consideiin^'- the desirahility of appoint in^'- suitahle whole- 
time .sujH*rintendents of hostels and hoarding institutions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; (a) Though I have not had my 

attention drawn to the (juestions sjKnially, I have long been of opinion 
that simplicity and discijdine are essential jiarts of education. 



320 


QUESTIONS. 


[10 th Ji ly 


(ft) No. It is the jK)liry of Government to apix)int Resident Super- 
intendents from the staffs of the ('olleges and Schools to which the 
hostels and hoardin^jf houses are attached as they bring to their duties 
the influence of their ])OHition, a ]K)wer of control and tact which are 
not likely to he found in Su|H*rintendents apjHiinted on any other 
system . 


Members of Council as non-official visitors of Jails. 

*LXII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: (a) 

Will the lion’ hie the Meinher in (“harg(‘ of the Department of Revenue 
(Jails) he pleased to state whether effect has, in aiiv case, been given to 
th(' resolution of this (’oinicil with r(‘gard to tlu' apj>oiiitment of the 
members of this (’oiincil, as “ non-oflicial visitors ” of Jails in the 
mnfassal, whicli ]’(‘Holution h(‘ was ]d(‘ased to acc(‘[>t on the L*3rd of 
hebruaiy last on behalf of the Government ? 

(ft) If so, when* and in how many cas(‘s luis effect Wen givens 

(c) If IK) effect has yet h(*(*n given, will the Tlon'hle tin* Member 
be pleas(‘d to state tin* reasons th(*refor? 

MEMBER in Charge of DEPARTMENT Of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) : (^/), (ft) and (r) Separate action 
has not been taken i)\ this Gov(‘rnment on the reco.nmendations con- 
tained in the resolution r<‘f(‘rr(‘<l to hut tlu‘\ liavt* he(*ii (onsidei‘(*d in 
connection with the ri'visioii of tin* Jail ('(ub* rules ridating to the 
appointment and duties of visitors in accordance with tin* r(*commenda- 
tions made hy the Jail ('ommittee. Tin* lollowing rule \m11 Ih* jnihiished 
shortly : — 

“ Memlu'i's of tin* Legislative Gouncil shall also he a]i|>ointed as non- 
official visitors, two for each central or district jail, and one for each 
Niih-jail of their constituency or within tin* district in which they ordi- 
narily residt*. If the numlier of memhers exceeds the number thus 
re{|Uired, niemlM'is shall he appointed in rotation tor such [leriods as may 
h<‘ convenient. JJie app<untments sludl he madi* hy the ('ommissioners 
of Divisions and notified in the Cdlruiia (iazciir. When any such 
visitor c(’ases to he a memher of tin* liCgislative (’ouncil he shall thereby 
cease to he a visitor.” 

After publication, this rule will be canned into effect generally in the 
jails to which it is ap]>lical>le. As regards |K)litical jinxmers the whole 
(piestion of their treatment in prison is now' under consideraton of the 
Government. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: Will the 
Ilon’ble the Member kindly explain the meaning of the word ” gener- 
ally ” in the last part of his reply? 
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Th6 Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR*RAHIM: It means with reference to all 
prisoners, this rule will he earned into effect. As regards .iHiIitical 
prisoners, the whole question is under consideration. 


Non-payment of salaries to professcM’ial staffs of the Law College, 

Calcutta. 

•LXIIL Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: {a) Is the Hon hle the 

Minister in char^n* of the Department of IvliKation awaic that the 
professorial staff’s of the ( nix(‘rsit\ Law (’ollt‘^<‘ and tin* I*osl|jfra(iuatt‘ 
De]>artment have not receded their salaries for tin* months of Ajiril and 
May, 1922? 

{ft) If so, will the llon’hh* tin* Ministc*?- lu* j>l(*as(‘d to stati* wht'ii 
the said salaric's will he ]>anl and what st<‘ps. if an> , will In* tak(*n to 
jirevent* d(‘la\ s in fiituK* in tin* paMiieiit of salarii's? 

I* 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) I’ln* ( fo\ (*rnnn*nt had no offi- 
cial information oi knowl(*(l^»-(* on tin* j)oint, hut since ii*ei*i\ in^»' not ice 
of the (jin*stion the riii\(‘rsit\ has inform(*d (iov(‘rnm(*nt that the 
salai it*s foi A]»nl have h(*(‘ii paid in some cast's hut those for May have 
not h(‘(‘n ]vaid at all. 

(ft) ( ro\t*rnment ha\(* \er\ rect'iitly ht*en infornn*d hy tin* (ah'Utta 
Un]V(*rsit> that salant's ai<* hein^»' paid as mont'y is comin^^ in. 

9 

Revision of salaries of the ministerial officers. 

♦LXIV. Mr. K. C. M. FAROQUi: (a) Wifi the lloirhle thr 
Memht*r in char^n* of tin* l)<*paTtment of Finance he jtleased to state 
whether it has he(*n (lecid(*(l to <’ive (‘tt'ect to tin* r(‘Comnn*ndations con- 
tained in the majority report of the Ministerial Offic(*rs Salaries’ Com- 
mittee oi those in the miinuity I'eport winch have* heen accejMed hy this 
(\)uncil in its ]t(‘solution No 2h, dated tin* hth Septemher, 1921 ? 

(ft) It tin* former, on what grounds has the resolution of the (’ouncil 
heen voted ? 

{(•) l)(H*s the ])ei centavo* of •increase* on the. total cost as projK^si'd 
in the minority lejKirt (*xc<*ed that allowed to tin* members of other 
services ? 

((/) Will the Tlon’hh* the M<*mher he* jdeased to state when (joverii- 
ment contemjffate ^fiviii^ effect to the pry}M)S(*d revision of pay and from 
what (late ? 

(c) Will effect he ^^iven to it retrosjx'ctively from 1st April, 1921, 
as in other sei vices, and as already juovnled for in the last Near’s 
bud^'^et ? 

(/) Are the (Government aware of the wide-spread discontent amongst 
the memhers of the ministerial service caused hy the delay in revising 
their salaries ? 



322 


QUESTIONS. 


[IOtu Jtly 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Sir John Kerr); (a) and (h) (io vein men t iiave l}een unable to accept 
in tlieir entirety the recommendations of either report. In framing 
their jiroposals to the (lovernmeni of India, tlie local (rovernmeiit gave 
due weight to the (Vnincil reHolntion of the 5th Septeml>er, 1921. 
(renerally, however, they have been unable to accejit it on the following 
grounds 

(/) The great cost involved in giving effect to the proposals of the 
minoiity i-epoit as companMl willi the majority. 

(2) TIk' faci that the minoritv re}M>rt is tiastnl on an inaccurate and 
e\ccs,si\(‘ csliniat(‘ of tin* incr(‘as(‘<l cost of living, while the 
majority n^port was franu'd on tlu' mos^ accurate informa- 
tion availabh*. 

{')) Th(‘ minority report ignores the eff(‘ct on tlic pay of ministerial 
oflic(‘rs of tbeir bmng allow(*d to count past seivice for incro- 
immt in the new tim(‘-,s(‘ales. 

(r) As the increasi* inv(d^<‘d in the minority icport is approximabdy 
7(S fXM cent, the answer is g-mierally sjicakmg, yes. 

{(1) It is projM).s(‘d to gi\(‘ (‘fleet to the icvision from the 
Isl January, 1922. 

(c) No. 

(/) Itcpresenlations to this eff(‘cl ha\(‘ liccn r(‘(‘eJV(‘(l It is liojxHl 
to issu(‘ final orders giving (‘fleet to tli(‘ n‘vision at an y‘arly date. 


Admission of Muhammadan girls into the Bethune 
Collegiate School. 

*LXV. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Tlon’ble the Minister 
in charg(' of the l)(‘partm(‘nt of Kducation be ]>lcas(‘d to stat(‘ \\hcth(*r 
it is correct that rec(‘ntly Muhammadan girls w(‘re r(*fiis(‘d admission 
into the Iletliune ( ollegiate Schoed in (\ilcutta? 

(h) If so, will the Iloirblc tin* Minist(‘r b(‘ j>leas(‘d to state the 
grounds on wliich such admission was r(^fu'ied'' 

((‘) If there be any rule of the institution |)roliibiting su(‘h admission 
of Mulnammadan students, ar(‘ the (lovernment considering the desir- 
ability of witiidrawing or abolishing the sanu‘? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; {a) AVs 

(h) (lovernment are advisee} that in t(‘rms of tin* deed of conveyance 
exec'uted b\ the late Ilon'ble J. E. 1). llethune and the late Rabu 
Dakshina Itanjaii Mukharji, by which the ])ro|K*rties of th(‘ Bethune 
(hillegiate School were transferred to tiovernment, non-IIindu girls are 
not entith'd to admission into the school. The disability, however, does 
not ajiply to the college. 

(r) The disability not being due to any rule framed by Government, 
it is not jxissible to withdraw it. 
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Dacoity in the district of Midnapore. 

«LXVI. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Is ihv llon ble the 
Member iii charge of the Police ])e]niitmeiit aware that during the 
last few months there have occurred several cases of serious dacoity UJ 
the district of Midna]K)rey 

(/>) If so, will the Ilon’hle the Mc*ml)c‘r 1 h* jdeased to stab' the 
number of such dacoities during the last \(‘ary 

(c‘^ Is the Ifoiride the Member auare that a jianic- has o\crtakcn tlu* 
people as a lesult oi lli(*se dacoities winch arc attended som(‘times with 
murder and o(lu‘r \ iohuit means ‘r 

(V/) Is tlu‘ llon’hle th(‘ Mc'inber in a josition to state* the* caus(‘s of 
these dac'oities and*thcir c haracter and also the st(*ps, if any. which the* 
(Tovernmeiit have taken to put a stoj> to the*mr^ 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (^/), (/;) and (r) This y<*ar up to the* 21st June, 
109 cas(‘s of dacoit\ occ*urrc‘d, cd which four wc*n* atte*n(h‘d with murder 
and one* with severe assault. In 1921, there* were 94 cases of dac'oity, 
four be*iiig w ith murde*!’. 

{(!) To a gicat e*.\t(*nt the* non-c’o-o]H*ral ion move*m(‘nt has bec*n the 
cause (d the* mcrc*us(‘ by spreacling c’onti*mpl foi’ lawful aiithoiity, dis- 
locating the c haukidari administiat ion and div(*rting tin* e*ne‘rgic*s of jins 
regulai’ and rural* Jicdice from thc*ir j)re*ve*nti\e* dutie*H ami tin* surve‘il- 
lance cd‘ criminals. Pi(‘ve‘nti\e* nn*asure*s against c'(*itain gangs have» 
be‘en taken by means cd‘ e\tensi\c‘ armed patrols unde*r the* jK*rsonal 
supeiw ision of d Assistant Su jK*rinte‘nde*nts of Pcdici^*. On the 1th fVinu- 
ary, 1922, an arnn*d })atr(d cann* U|H>n a jiaity of dac-oits committing 
highway robbery. JAvo oi the dacoits, one of whom w^as arnn*d with 
a sword, attacked a constable* who fired in se*lf-de*fe*nce, killing both men. 
They were subsecjuently identified as the* notorious h*ade*f of a larger 
gang- and his chief lieutenant. Ac’tion uinle*r section 111) of the? 
CTiminal Proe(*dure* (’ode and also under the (himinal Tribe's Ac t is ]»e‘ing 
taken against othe*rs. As a result of investigation into eertain (‘ases, 
useful information has reee*ntl\^ be*e*n obtaine*d and nume*rous urre*sts 
made. It is rejKnted that since the*se ca]>tures the situation has 
improved. A detective dejiurtment for the district has also lK*e*n sano 
tioned recently. 


Withdrawal of orders issued under the Criminal Law Amendment Acts 
and the number of persons arrested, etc., under those Acts. 

^LXVII. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the HoiTblo 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleaned to stat^ 
whether the (Government are considering the desirability of withdraw- 
ing the various orders issued since the 17th NovernWr last, declaring 
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different associations unlawful as well as the orders of the Commis- 
sioiier of, Police, Calcutta, prohibiting public meetings and processions 
in Calcutta? 

(b) Will the HoiPble the Member be pleased to state separately 
the number of persons hitherto — 

(i) arrested, 

(ii) sentenced, and 

(nt) released after Ixdng convicted and sentenced in Calcutta and 
other parts of Bengal since the 17th November for defying the orders 
referred to in (a)? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : {a) The orders of the Commissioner of Police 
referred to are no longer in force. As regards the other orders, Ciovern- 
ment are watching the situation. < 

(/>) A statement showing the total minjber of p<‘rsons arresb'd, con- 
victed, etc., is laid on the table. The figures for Calcutta imdude cases 
in which the orders of the (\>mraissioner of Police prohibiting meetings 
and lu’oeessions were defied. 


Statement referred to in the reply to dame (b) of starred question 
No, LXVII showing number of persons arrested under the Indian 
Criminal Law Amendynent Act indudifaj number convicted, dis- 
charged or released by Government during the period from the 
18th November, 1921, to 30th May, 1922, 


— 

Number 

arrested. 

Number 

disoliHtgvd. 

Number 

convicted. 

Niimlier 
relecised* by 
Government. 

Number 
whose 
sentences 
ha ee been 
reduced. 

Calcutta 

6,551 

068 

3,132 

l,969t 

831 

Farid par 

653 

119 

456 

227 

... 

Bakarganj 

124 

n 

73 

1 

... 

Myinenaiiigh 

343 

41 

200 i 

1 

17 

4 

Dacca ... j 

1 

528 

69 

1 

345 

81 

... 

Howrah ... | 

282' 

6 

260 i 

1 

3 


Birbhum 

10 

5 

! 

< i 


... 

Burdwan 

i 

64 

1 

! 

18 

... 


* Th«ie flf uros do Dot include omc of release on expiry of sentence. 

t All Jueeuile priaooen under the age of le yean were aho released from Alipore and Presideoer laila. Thdr 
number Is not known. e 



QUESTIONS. 


m 


’ 1822 .] 


— 

N amber 
errestod. 

M amber 
dlieherfFd. 

Number 

eoovioteil. 

Nomber 

relmeed^by 

Oovematenl. 

Namber 

wboee 

■entenoee 

here beea 

reduced. 

Midnapore 

... 

24 

3 

17 

... 

... 

Bogra 

... 

137 

7 

64 

... 


Dtfiajpur 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Kangpur 

... 

336 

33 

206 

11 


Pabaa 

• 

147 

16 

... 

2 


24>Pargana8 

... 

202 

35 

52 

... 

»*• 

Jeaaore • 

... 

f 10 

3 

6 

• •• 

... 

Nadia 


124 

7 

68 

7 

... 

Chittagong 

... 

672 

101 

627 

69 

... 

Tippera 

... 

62 

Id 

7 

2 


Noakhali 

... 

68 

5 

4 

2 

... 

Jalpaiguri 

• a# 

• 

103 

I 

2 

2 

... 


Hooghly 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

17t 

... 

Bajshahi 

... 

10 

... 

7 

... 

... 


• These lUriirM do not liic)ud' cnswi of on expiry of •“iitcuce. 

t Transferred from OaloatU and other jails. 


Interviews allowed to speoial Glass prisoners. 

*LXVIII. Balm DEBENDRA LAL KHAN; (a) Will the lion ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) lie pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that ^un til recently special class prisoners 
were allowed interviews in the rooms either of the Jail Sujwrintendent 
or the Jailor of the Alipore Oentral Jail ? 

(h) Is it a fact that recently the Jail Superintendent of the Alifiore 
Central Jail has ordered these prisoners to have their interviews in what 
is regarded as a ‘‘ cage ** by such prisoners? 

(c) Is it a fact that the prisoners have declined to have interviews 
with anyone under these conditions ? 

(d) Are the Government taking any steps to remove these conditions P 

Tlw HoilHNo Sir ABD-UR-RAHiMi (a), (6) and (c) Yes. 

{i) The mattef is under the consideration of Government 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the Member t)e 
pleased to state the reasons for this recent departiire, evidently made by 
the present Jail Superintendent in the case of ordinary special class 
prisoners like Mr. Sasmal, Mr. J. L. Banarji, Maulvi Azad and others 
to have interviews in what is regarded as a cage ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must have notice of thaf^ 
question. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Is it a fact that owing to the 
enforcement of this system of interview in a cage, pardanashin ladies, 
like the wife of Hakim Masibur Ealiaman, are unaljje to interview thejr 
relatives in jail ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must ask for notice. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Is it a fact that Mr. C. R. Das 
recently brought to the notice of the Hon’ble the Member the humilia- 
tion of this “ cage ** interview? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I do not understiind this ques- 
tion. I have received no i)eiition to the effect. 

Drg A, SUHRAWARDY: Is it a fact that Mr. C. R. Das personally 
brought this to the notice of the Hcn^ble the MemlieV when he recently 
visited the jail? My question does not refer to a i)etition, but to the 
personal representation made by Mr. C. R. Das. 

Tho Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I cannot remember exactly, 
but I think he did say something about it. 

Babu I^DU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Did the Ilon’ble the Member 
suggest any remedy to Mr. C. R. Das or have any orders bfeen i^assed 
by the Hon’ble the Member? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: No. 

Use of newspapers by special class prisoners. 

•LXIX. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon*ble 
the Member in charge of the , Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state whether special class prisoners are allowed the use of any 
iiew8i)a{)ers ? If so, the date on which such jjermission was given? 

(h) Is it a fact that the prisoners have to j>ay for such newspapers? 

(c) Is it a fact that such prisoners are not allowed the use of the 
Annita Bazar Patriha, the Servant, the Muhammadi, the Jarnana and 
other like paiiers ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state the 
reasons for the prohibition of these papers? 
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***® Member be iJeased to lay on the table a 
^ of newspapers allowed to the siwciul class prisoners in the Aliiiore 
Otntral Jail and elsewhere for which the prisoners have to jiayP 


^ Til. Hon'We Sir ABD.UR.RAHiM: (,.) „nd (b) With the consent 
of the Superintendent they may be allowed news|)«iiMMs provided at their 
own expense and apinoved by the Sui>eriuteiulent. Tlie order was 
iasued on the 15th April last. 

(c) It is understood that these i)ai>ers are ^nMierallv disallowed by 
Superintendents. 

(i/) Because it was considered desirable to exclude literaiuro which 
might tend to encourage or strengthen those |H>li<i(^al ojunions and 
sentiments which led luany of these prisoners to transgress the law. 

(e) No list has been jireirared. The question of the continuance of 
this privilege is under reconsideration. 


Dr, A. 8UHRAWAR0Y: With reference to answer (r/), does the 
Hon’ble the Memlier suggt‘st that newspapers like the A r/irtfa Bazar 
Vatrika and the Servant are <‘xcluded as they might tend to encourage 
or strengthen the jxditical ojuiiions and sentiments of men like 
Mr. C. R. Das, Mr. Shyam Sundar Cliakravarti and others 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHiM: The answer is (piite clear 

Dr. Aa SUHRAWARDYs Is the ITon’ble the Alemher aware that 
there is in the Alipore (Vntrnl Jail a list of newsi>ai)(‘rs allowed to 
prisoners and that this list contains such orthodox newHj>a|)t‘rs only as 
the Enfjhslnnan , tlie Slafesntan , etc., and does not cimtain the names of 
pai)ers like the Anirita Bazar Bafnka, the Serrant, the Nayak, etc.? 

The Hon»ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must have notice of this 

question. 


Dr, A, SUHRAWARDYs With reference to answer (c), dws the 
Hon’ble the Member in declaring that the (piestion of tlie continuance 
of this privilege is under reconsideration, imply that the rpiestion of 
withdrawal of this jirivilege is eon^'iii [dated ? 

The Hofl’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMS I cannot give any further 
information on this point. 


Recommendations of Sadler Commission. 

^LXX> Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: {a) 

Is the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Dejiartmeiit of Education 
proposing to carry out any of the recommendations of the Sa<ller Com- 
mission in the near future ? 

{h) If so, to which of them is effect to be given? 


22 A 



328 


QUESTIONS. 


[10th JdW 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) In view of the financial posi- 
tion of the province it is not possible to give effect to the recommenda- 
tions of the Sadler Commission’s report; but in order to remedy, so f«r 
as possible, some of the defects pointed out in that report Government 
is preimring a Bill for the establishment of a Board for Secondary Edu- 
catiofl and another for the reconstitution of the Calcutta University. 

(b) So long as the proposals of Government referred 'to in clause 

(a) lire not finally accepted, it is not convenient to take up the minor 
recommendations. 


Improved types of guru ” training schools for Eastern Bengal 
undergraduates. 

*LXXI. Rai UPENDRA LAL RAY Bahadur: (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Deiwjrtment of Education be 
pleased to state — 

(f) what are the objects of the //uru training schools, normal schools 
and first grade training schools, respectively; 

(n) what are the entrance qualifications of candidates for admis- 
sion into these schools; 

(fit) liow many improved tyj^es of f/uni training schools are there 
in this Presidency and what 8i)eciul purpose do they serve; 
and 

(iv) whether there is any si>ecial provision for the training of 
Matriculates and failed I. A. and I. Sc. students? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ir) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of raising the status of the Normal Schools 
so that such candidates may be trained? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
arrangements for the training of the undergraduates in one of the two 
existing Normal Schools in Chittagong and Dacca in Eastern Bengal? 

(d) Is it correct that the L. T.* classes in the Dacca Training 
College have been practically abolished? 

(c) If so, what arrangement, if any, is it proiK)8ed to make for the 
training of the undergraduates of Eastern Bengal? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of amalgamating 
the Normal and improved types of guru training schools in the 
Presidency ? 

The HoiPble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) (?) Guru training schools 
exist to train gurus for primary schools. Normal schools (sometimes 
called first Grade Training Schools) train vernacular teachers fof 
Secondary Schools, 
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(n) For Ouru^Training Schools, — Old type — lower primary and npper 
! ^^rimary standards — improved type : middle vernacular or English 
itandard. 

For Normal Schools. — Middle vernacular or English standard. 

(Hi) Twenty-two. These schools have many iK>ints of advantage 
over the old type, e.g., larger and better qualified staffs: 40 students 
(instead of 20) : l)etter accommodation and equipment: a one-year course * 
(instead of 2). They thus train more students and train them better 
than the old. 

(ti?) (b) (c) No si)e( ial provision obtains but a inoposal for admitting 
them to Normal Schools is under consideration. Those who have juissed 
the Intermediate Exaffiination in Arts or Scient'e can be admitted to the 
Dacca Training College. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) These institutions have different functions, and amalgamation is 
not contemplated. 


Revision of salaries of the ministerial offioers. 

aXXII. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Metuber in charge of the Department of Finance 1)6 
pleased to state the toUil sum in the shape of increments, which has b€.‘en 
granted to officers, clerks and menials of the Bengal (Government 
separately during the last two years ? * 

(h) When are the Government going to give effect to the recom- 
mendations regarding the ministerial services made by the Council and 
by the McAlpin Cofnmittee? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) The infomation asked for is 
not on record, and in the opinion of Government, the time and labour 
involved in obtaining it would be out of all proportion to its usefulness 
when obtained. ^ 

(b) The member is referred to the answers to clauses (a), (b) and 
(d) of a starred question on the same subject by Mr. K. G. M. Faroqui 
at this meeting. 

Mahariya K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahmitfr: Will the minis- 
terial officers be allowed to draw this increased salary before the 31st 
of July? 

Tha Hon’hle 8ir JOHN KERR: I cannot say. We hope to get the 
orders out very shortly, but whether the Accountant-General will be 
^able to get the orders issued in time is more than I can say. 1 hope 
that it will be possible to do so. 
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Effect of certain circular of the Director of Public Inetruotion on 
certain officers of the Education Department, 

*LXXIIi. Babu JOGE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: (a) Is the 

Hoii’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware 
that, in view of the circular of the Director of Public Instruction 
instructing the divisional insi)ector8 of schools to make appointments 
commensurate with the proportion of Muhammadan population in their 
divisions, highly qualified Hindu officers, whose names have found 
placfis in the nominal rolls framed by the Director of Public Instruction 
in accordance with paragraph 8 of (lovernment Resolution No. 464 Edn., 
dated the did Marc.h, 1922, and who have been officiating for 2 or 3 years 
in their present appointments, wdiich have now* become permanently 
vacant in conse(iuence of the confirmation of the permanent incumbents 
in otlier ai>pointments, are likely to he thrown out of employment? 

(/>) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking up this 
matter immediately, and seeing whether there is any imminent appre- 
hension of failure of justice in any division or divisions owing to the 
misinterpretation of the circular in question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C* MITTER; (a) Under the standing orders of 
Government a certain i)ercentage of appointments, permanent or likely 
to he made permanent, in the Edu(;ation Department are to go to 
Muhammadans. It is true that there are well-qualified Hindu officers 
who have been officiating for some time and are likely not to be con- 
firmed if the Government orders were followed. Similarly there are 
well qualified Muhammadans in the same difficult position. The 
embarrassment in the former case is due to the ignoring of the orders 
of Government in making temporary jappointments. The appointing 
autliorities have appointed others than Muhammadans to temporary 
vacancies, where, according to Government oaders, Muhammadans 
should have been api)ointed. 

(/;) The question is engaging the attention of Government and in 
deciding it Government will bear in mind that no injustice is done to 
either Hindu or Muhammadan officers who have been officiating for a 
long time. , 


Grants to Calcutta University for post-graduate teaching. 

•LXXIV. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: 

Will the Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Department of Education 
he pleased to state whether it is proi>o8ed to make further grants to die 
University of Calcutta for maintaining the post-graduate teacking in 
^kjience ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, Ct MITTERs The Government have not received 
any application from the Calcutta University in which the Univeraitj; 
after setting out their income and expenditure for the post-graduate 
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dasses asked for any specific grant for continuing the post-graduate 
classes on their existing basis. Government therefore had no oppor- 
tunity to consider the question on proper materials. • 

Rfti NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA BtthidtifS Is it customary 
for th6 University to submit applications for such gittnts to Govern- 
ment? 


Ttw Hoil'ble Mr. P, C. MITTERS The Calcutta University has corSe 
under the Government of Ileng“al only this year. Our pnictice is that 
whoever asks for any must submit an application. I do not know 

what the fact was with the Government of India. 

Headquarters of Members and allowances drawn. 

*LXXV. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Will the Hon ble 

the Member in cliarge of the Legislative lXq>artment be pleased to lay 
m the table a statement showing the amount of travelling and resi- 
lential allowance drawn by each meml)er of the Bengal Legislative 
Council and the headquarters from which such travelling allowances 
lave been charged ? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Rr. H. L. Stephenson). A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No, LXXVy showing 
the amount of travelling allowance and residmitial allowance drawn 
by each member of the Bengal Legislative Council and the headquarters 
from which such travelling allowances have been drawn ^ from 
January, 1921, to 80th June, 1922, 


Nsidm. 

Hoft(lqa«rt«n. 

Annoiint drawn. 


• 

I 

Hi. 

A. 

p. 

iztl, Nawabzada K. M. 
Bahadur. 

Khan 

Dacca 

4,154 

n 

0 

ihmed, Khan Bahadur 
Kmaduddio. 

Mauivi 

RajBhahi 

• 

3,727 

2 

0 

Xmed, Khan Bahadur 
WaaimuddiD. 

Mauivi 

1 Pabna 

2,799 

12 

0' 

htned) Mauivi Azaharuddio 

... 

Gulshakbali .«» 

8,099 

8 

0 

khmed, Mauivi Rafi Uddin 

... 

Jeasore .„ 

1,666 

8 

0 
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HaAdqoArterc. 


InoQiil dmvii. 


AbmeH, Mauivi Yakuinnddirt 

Alimed, Mr. M. 

Alitned, Munshi Jaflfar 

AH, Mr. 8)'od Erfan 

AH, Mr. Syod Nasiin* ... ... 

A)i, MnnsHi Amir 

AH, Munshi Ayub 

Aly, Mauivi Saiyid Hosiaiof 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar 

Azarn, Khan Bahadur Khwaja 

Mohamod. 

Banarjee, lUi Bahadur Abinaah 

Chandra. 

Bartna, Rai Sahib Panchanan, M b r. ... 

Bhattacharji, Babu Hum Chandra 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan ... 

Chaudhuri. Babu Tankanath 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Hafizar Raluuau. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Hhah Muham- 

mad. 

Chaudhuri, Sir Aautoah, Kt.* 

Daa, Babu Bhiahmadev ... i 

Daa Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nibaran 
Chfindra. 

DeLiala, Mr. J. A.t 

Ooat, Rai Bahadur Pyarl Lai, 


Dinajpnr 

Kartickpur 

Noakhali 

Hooghly 


I Chittagong 

[ 

Chittagong 
Bari sal 
Tangail 
Dacca 

Birbhum 

Hangpnr 

Dharampiir 

Raj^hahi 

Moldawar 

Bogra 

Malda 


Bhanga ' 
Bariaal 

Narayaugunj 

Dacca 


Ra. a. P. 
4,463 14 0 
2,207 3 6 
3,118 15 6 
2,386 8 0 
216 0 0 
2,913 11 6 
2,930 15 6 
669 8 0 
2,911 4 0 
2,815 4 0 

1,239 9 0 

3,318 14 0 
3,212 110 
3,393 13 6 
2,134 C 0 
3,169 4 0 

1,850 10 0 

283 14 0 
4,551 8 0 
2,695 10 0 

838 0 0 
1,898 10 0 


M.B.I. 


Dutta, Babu Annada Cbarau 


Chittagong 


2,563 8 0 


* TbM MMailMn do not draw rtf alnrl7 their trarelMiqr tllowanoe nod reddeolinl nOowMOt; the dfoiM ahowa 
ate the ohorfea (or •ttendlne StAodioR OoKmtttee meetioga outaide OnloutU. 
t Thant t nabtra wtit eittitd in tht jtnr IMS. 
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' Mubm. 

‘ g.i-i«,. — , ■ 

He-Wlqaiirtont. 

▲moual drawn. 

1 • 




Ra. 

1. 

p. 

DqU*, Habu Indu Blmahan 

... 

Comilla 

1,960 

2 

6 

Faroqui, Mr. K. G. M. 

... 

Coinilla ,,, 

2,434 

4 

6 * 

OhaUk, Rai Bahadur Nilinani 

... 

Malda 

1,121 

4 

0 

Ghoce, Mr. D. C.* 

... 


3il 

14 

0 

Huq, Shah Syed Etndadul 

... 

Comilla 

2,320 

6 

6 

• 

Huq, Maiilvi Ekrannil 

... 

Rarhampur ... 

2,777 

1 

0 

Hudsain, Mauivi Maharuina<i Madaaaur 

liamptirhat 

1,949 

G 

0 

# 

Janahf Babu Sa'^at Chandra 

... 

Midna(K)re 

611 

0 

0 

Karim, MauWi Alxlul 

... 

Faridpur 

1,931 

14 

0 

Karim, Mauivi Fazlal 

... 

Patuakliali ... 

2,428 

0 

0 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai 

... 

Midnaporo 

786 

0 

0 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid-ud-din 

... 

Qailmndha 

3,282 

14 

0 

Khan, Mauivi Muliaminad 
Uddin. 

Rahquo 

Jamalpur 

4,155 

0 

0 

Khan, Mr. Kazaur Kahinan 

... 

Balia ... 

2,670 

14 

6 

Klmu Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Muhammad Erahad Ali. 

• 

Natore ... 

2,467 

0 

0 

Makramali, Munahi 

... 

Noakhali 

3,070 

3 

0 

Mallik, Babu Surendra Nath* 

... 


2U 

14 

0 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra 
dra. 

Chan- 

Hooghly 

1,186 

4 

0 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath* 


• 

223 

14 

0 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra 

... 1 

Hooghly 

641 

0 

0 

Mukharji, Profesaor S. C. 

•••! 

Serampore 

847 

10 

0 

Mnkhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra ••• 

Tamluk * 

1,390 

12 

0 

Mulliok, BIbn Nirode Behary 

f 

( 

Khulna 

2,524 

12 

0 

Pahlowau, Mauivi Muhammad 
Jubbar. 

Abdul 1 

1 

Cbinaduli ... 

8,818 

4 

6 


*TteM lamkwn dooot dm nVKiMtr Utoir tr»r«IJi«f aOdwamm Md rtgiMW ■Bnwinw : m$ Mm 
M* Ibi rtertei for o t t oo dt og Bteadiog Ooma^Um aMtiaga oatiida Oalootto. 
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Naroea. 

t 

Beadqmiitort. 

Anioool drawn. 



Rg. A. P. 

Rauf, Maiilvi Sliah Alxlur. ... 

Rangpur ... 

2,995 8 0 

'Ray, Batm Siirendra Nntli® 


338 14 0 

Ray, Kumiir Saliil> Sliekharoewar 

Tahirpur 

2,842 14 0 

Ray, Uni Baha^lnr Upeudrn Lai 

Chittagong ... 

1,871 14 0 

Ray Clinudliuci, Bnbu Brojendra Kislior 

Gouripur ... 

1,477 14 0 

Ray Clinudhnri, Mr. KriHhna Chandra... 

Chandernagore 

1,193 8 0 

Hay Choudliiiry, Raja Mnninuilia Nath 

SantoHh ... 

2,211 4 0 

Riahi, Bahu Uaaik Chondra 

Nuakhali ... 

3,364^1 5 6 

Roy, Bnbu Jogendra Kriahna ... { 

Domesha 

2,284 12 0 

Roy, Babu Jogcndra Nnth ... 

Amrigoln 

1,892 6 0 

Roy, Babu Nalini Nath ... 

Jeasorc 

2,085 2 0 

Roy, Maharaja Baliadur Kflhauniah 

Nadia 

1,603 12 0 

Chandra. 



Roy, Mr. Bijoyprofiftd Singh 

Chakdighi 

1,324 6 0 

Roy, Uni Bahadur Lalit .Mohan Singh... 

Ciiakdighi 

o 

o 

Roy, Raja Moniloll Singh, C.l.K. ... 

Cliakdighi 

1,964 13 0 

Roy, Chaudhuri, Bahu Sailuja Nath ... 

Klnilna 

990 0 0 

Sarkar, Babu. Jogesh Chandra 

Rangpur 

3,511 9 0 

Sinha, Babu Surendra Narayan 

Nehalia 

1,752 14 0 

Suhrnwardy, Dr. Haagan 

Midnaporo 

1,470 14 0 

Travera, Mr. VV. L., o.u s. 

Jalpriguri 

946 8 8 


* Thi^ member doee not drew refulerlj hie treTelling ellowftDoe end reeldentiet sHowtoce ; Um ibOirft 

an the cbergee for etteadiog Btandlog Committee meeting ooteide Calcutta. 


Calcutta University Poet-graduate Course. 

*LXXVI. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’bk 

the Miiii.stei in charge of the Dep^tment of Education be pleased to 
state whether it is correct that the University of Calcutta has run into 
a deficit in the maintenance of the post-graduate classes? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble tha 
Minister be pleased to state the amount of the deficit? 
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(c) Is it correct that the University has on several occasions sent 
representations to the Goverament for a grant to poy off ilj deficit P 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whai 
stepn have been taken on those representations? 

(e) Is it not correct that the University bus to spend a large sum 

for the jiost-graduate class, both in Arte and Science, and that the 
recurring grant in this direction is com piua lively small P • 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister lie pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of increasing this grant- 
in-aid so as to help the University in maintaining the post-gniduate 
classes ? 


Th6 Hon’ble Mr, P, c. MITTER: (a) and (h) Government has no 
definte official information about the actual deficit, hut on an examina* 
tioii of the draft budget estimates of the Calcutta University for the 
year 1921-22, it apiiears that there is an estimated deficit of Hs. 23,200 
in the post-graduate teaching in Arts and Science. 

(c) The University has on no occasion sent any representation to 
Government to pay off the deficit in the i>ost-graduate teaching, but the 
University on two occasions brought to the notice of Government that 
there was a general deficit. 

(fZ) A sura of Rs. 2,50,000 has lieen provided in the supplementary 
budget. . 

(c) Yes; hut the local Government has had no opjKirtunity yet to 
examine the question. 

(/) University lias not suhruitted yet ai^y definite representation 
for increasing the grant-in-aid for the maintenance €>f the post-graduate 
classes, but if any such apidieation is made, Government will give a 
sympathetic consideration to it on its merits. 


Unstarrad Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the tM&i. 

Increment of oharges declared by the 
Bengal Telephone Company. 

116. Bahu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce been 
drawn to the increase of charges as declared by the Bengal Telephone 
Company for the telephone service in Calcutta? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the increased charges will 
affect the trade and commerce of Calcutta ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
that the said charges may be reduced? 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (thi HoliWi 
Sir John Kerr): (/i) Government ^are aware of the recent increaae in 
the charges referred to. 

(I/) Yes, but with the increased rates, it is expected there will be 
a commensurate improvement in service and increased public coov«- 
ni^ce. 

^ (c) No. Telephones are a central subject and the rates in question 
are in ac(M)rdance with the terms of the contract between the Secretary 
of State and the Company. 


Filling up of vacancies in the Subordinate 
Educational Service. • 

117. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 

Ilon’ble the Mini.ster in charge of the ])(‘partment of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is correct that in no other graded service 
under the Government than in the Subordinate Educational Service the 
vacancies in tlie grades are filled up by the men recruited from outside 
services? 

(6) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister aware of the protest made by the 
** All Bengal Government School Teachers Association against the 
above procedure adopted by the Director of Public Instruction in filling 
up the vacancies in the grades of the Subordinate Educational Service? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
Rtatement in a tabulated form showing — 

(t) the names of the persons other than those in the grades of 

the Subordifiute Educational Service who have l)een placed 
in the Subordinate Educational Service grades vacancies as 
shown in the list of Ist July, 1921; 

(u) the dates of their appointments in the vacancies; and 

(ni) their academical qualifications and their previous pay if in 
Government service? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) I am not in a position to say 
what the practice is in other services, in the Subordinate Educational 
Service prior to the recent Reorganisation the practice was to fill vacan- 
cies in intermediate grades ordinarily by promotion from lower grades, 
but sometimes by promotion of officers from outside the graded services 
and in rare cases by direct appointment. The explanation is to be 
found in (1) the inclusion in the Subordinate Educational Service of 
many classes of appointments, school teachers of different kinds, 
college lecturers and demonstrators, laboratory assistants, teachers in 
technical institutions, clerks with different duties and requiring different 
qualifications and initial rates of jjay, and (2) the existence of appoint- 
ments outside the graded services, with duties and responaibiiitie* 
similar to those of appointments in the graded services. 
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(b) The conference held at Dacca in December, 1921^ Wore the 
Seorganisation orders were issued, ix^ssed a resolution against Hie recruit- 
ment of outsiders as teachers in the higher grades of the Subordinate 
Educational Service as the Subordinate Educational Service was then 
c<Hi8tituted, rare instances of such i>romotion were unavoidable, 

(c) (t), (it) and {Hi) Maulvi ZcMirutullah Ahmed, 2nd clerk, Office 
of Inspector of Schools, Kajshahi Division. Promoted io class VII *of 
the Subordinate Educational Service (Rs. GO), from Gfh May, 1921. 
Passed Matriculation and has a knowledge of tyi>ewriting, was on Rs. 50 
outside the grades from Ist January, 1919. 

Babu Priya Lai Ouha, Assistant Master, Jhalakati High School. 
Promoted to class •Vll of the Sulwrdinate Educational Service from Ist 
July, 1921. Passed B.Sc., was on Rs. 50 outside the grades from 29th 
April, 1919. 


Vacancies in the Subordinate Educational Service. 


IIS. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Deiwvrtment of Education be 
pleased to state whether it is not correct that the Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service list, corrected up to the Ist of .Fuly, 1921, correctly shows 

the number of vacancies in the different grades P 

• * 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 

statement showing — 

(i) the total number of the vacancies that occurred in each of the 
grades of the Subordinate Educational Service up to the 1st 
of September, 1921 ; 

(n) the number of vacancies filled up, grade by grade, till the ^Ist 
of August, 1921, by — • 

(/) natural promotions from the lower grades in the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service, 

(2) 8j)ecial jaomotions from the lower grades, 

(3) new apimintm^nts from outside, and 
{4) inclusion of officers outside the grades? 

(c) Are there any vacancies in the Subordinate Educational Service 
grades, as shown in the list of the 1st July, 1921, not yet filled up by 
promotion up to the 81st August, last? ^ 

(d|) How do the Government pro|K)sc utilising the money saved from 
withholding the promotions of many officers in the graxles of the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service from the Lst April, to the 8l8i of August, 

mi? 

(«) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
not correcting the reduced actuarial scale of the gradings of the Sub* 
ordinate Educational Service even before the new organisation P 
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The HoA*bla Mr. P. C. MITTEIt: (a) Yes, but the vacancies in 
Grades I to VII shown in the Subordinate Educational Service list, 
corrected to Ist July, 1921, included posts held by officers transferred to 
the Department of Agriculture and Industries from 16th October, 1920: 
they were thus shown, pending their formal transfer to that Depart- 
ment with retrospective effect from 16th Octol)er, 1920; they were never 
available for the Education Department. Every vacancy utilisable by 
the Education Department was filled up to 31st August, 1921, and the 
Beorganization scales were put into effect on this basis. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) and (d) There are no such vacancies. All promotions due to 
officers of the Suliordinate Educational Service betwefo Ist April, 1921, 
and Gist August, 1921, were made, and no savings accrued. 

(e) No recommendation for the modification of the grading of the 
Subordinate Educational Service was included in the recommencfations 
on which the Reorganization was based, and any attempt at such modi- 
fication, would have necessitated a long j) 0 HtjX)nement of the Reorganiza- 
tion. 


Statement referred to in the reply to nnstarred qneeiion No. 218^ showing 
the number of vacancies that occurred in each of the grades of Uw 
Subordinate Educational Service up to the Ist September^ 1921^ and 
the number of vacancies filled up, grade by grade, till the 31st August, 
1921 . 


Number of TMtnolM that 
occurred between the 
date nf the previoui 
pronMtloD Ilflt and 

Slat Au{/Lst, 

IMl. 

By grade 
promotion and 
conflrmatioo. 

By special 
promoilou. 

By new 
appointment. 

By promotion 
of officers 
mitoide the 
Subordinate 
Bduoatlonal 
Service, 

Class 

1-6 

4 

... 


... 

Class 

II-7 

G 

' It 

... 

... 

Class 

111-14 

14 

... 

... 

— 

Glass 

IV-16 

8 

It 

7§ 

... 

Glass 

V— 10 

1 

10* 

... 

— 

... 

Class 

VI— 10 

19 

... 

i 

... 

Class VII— 27 

25 j 

... 

... 

2 


* AiaiiiUnt MMter, Yiotorta School, Kumoog. 
t Boftlij m rMdittttmont of poaition. 

t An AMlaUnt M«^r firomotcd to* lectomblp lu OaloatU ItadrMMh. 
I Loekimt, D*oo« XntariMdUto OoUago. 
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UrdM «id Hindi apaaking Interpretar fer the PoHoe Court. 






119. Mfe 8. MAHBOOB ALEY: (a) Ih the Hou’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that tliere are no Inter- 
liters in the Calcutta I’olice Courts conversant with the Hindi and 
Urdu languages and that a very considerable nuinber of the witnesses 
and accused persons ai)pearing before those Courts use the Hindi and 
Urdu languages us their mot her- tongue P 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
steps to remedy the defect? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Sir AbcLlir-Rehini): (a) None of the Interpreters of the Police Courts 
has passed any examination in Hindi or Urdu. All ihe Interpreters 
are» however, able to translate Hindi or Urdu and Bengali sufficiently 
well enough to enable them to do the work efficiently. 

(b) The jx)int raised will lie taken into consideration when such 
appointments are made in the future. 


Revisjcii of the salaries of the Ministerial offloers. 

120. Munshi /tYUB ALIS (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member in' 
charge of tlie Department of Finaiu'e be pleased to state whether the 
sanction of the Government of India and the Secretary of State has ' 
been obtained on the proposals for the revision of the salaries of the 
Ministerial Officers ? 

(b) If not, are the Government in a jrosition to state the reason for 
thjg delay? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving retro- 
spective effect to the revision of the ministerial officers^ jMiy as was done 
in the case of certain higher services? 

(d) Have the Government of Bengal recommended the accycptance of 
the proposals in the Minority Report of the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries 
Committee as recommended by the Council? 

(e) If not, will the Hon’ble the Memlrer he pleased to state how is 

it, in their recommendations, proposed that effect should lie given to 
the^ resolution of this Council ? ’ 

(/) Is it a fact that — 

(i) provision was made in tlie last year’s budget for this purpose; 

(ii) the Director of Information announced that effect would be 

given to it early in 1921 ; and 

(ui) it was contemplated that effect would be given from the 
Isf^April, 1921 P 
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The Hofi’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) and (b) The orders of the 
Govern men t of India have recently been received on the local Goreni- 
ment’s proposals for the revision of pay of all ministerial officers. 

(c) It is proposed to give effect to the revision from the Ist January , 
1922. 

(d) The member is referred to the answer given to a starred question 
oh the subject put by Mr. K. G. M. Faroqui, at this meeting. 

(c) The local Government are unable to disclose their recommenda- 
tions to the Government of India, but it is hoped to issue orders at an 
early date. 

(/) (t) Yes. 

(ii) No. The Director of Information’s announcement was as 
follows : — 

** Although the reix)rt of the committee need not be submitted until 
the Slst March, 1921, budget provision will be made before that date 
for a lump sura for the improvement of the pay of the ministerial staff 
and menials in this province.” 

The budget provision referred to was to be made in the budget for 
1921-22, and this was done. 

(Hi) This was hoped at one time, but the delay and the financial 
stringency made it impossible. 


Aliistaiit and Syb-Assistant Surgoons. 

121. Khan Bahad-ir Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(fl) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Ix)cal 
Self-Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing : — 
(i) the numl)er of Assistant Surgeons and Sub- Assistant Surgeogs 
in the Presidency ; 

(it) the number of them paid — 

(7) by the Government; and 

(2) from the contributions from local funds; 

(itt) the rates of contributions from the local funds for the two » 
classes ; 

(iv) the extra amount, if any, jiaid by the Government for thpse 

two classes of medical officers; and 

(v) the amount of savings, if any, from the contributions paid 

by local bodies for these officers? 

(ft) Do the officers, paid from the local contributions, examine, and 
give evidence in, medico-legal cases? 

(c) Have they got to attend all Government servants and hosted 
attached to the Government schools and college^ in addition to iheur* 
local hospital duties? 
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‘ (<l) Do they work for the Civil Surgeons in their absence from the 

l^eftdquarters P ^ 

i . (e) Do the Government pay any contributions to the local bodies 
lor the extra work done for the Government by these officers P 

MINISTER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
OOVERNMENT (the HofPble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) (i)^ 

CSvil Assistant Surgeons, including reserve at 20 jier cent ... 164 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons, including reserve at 26 per cent ... 320 

Total . . . 484 


(n) <^) 425; 

^Civil Assistant Surgeons ... ... ... 152 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons ... ... ... 2T3 

(li) (2) 59. 

(in) Rs. 280 per mensem for an Assistant Surgeon and Rs. 69-8-0 
per mensem for a Sub- Assistant Surgeon. In the case of disjiensaries 
to which medical officers were lent before the 1st August, 1913, the 
rates are Rs. 290 for an Assistant Surgeon and Rs. 76 for a Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon. The rates of contribution under the revised time- 
scale of pay of these officers w'ould in the usual course be increased to 
Rs. 430 i>er mensem and Rs. 160 |)er mensem resj)ectively , but Govern- 
ment have decided to make good the difference by grants-in-aid so that 
the contributions will remain unchanged. * 

(iv) Allowances in addition to pay are jmid by Government for addi- 
tional or responsible work ])erfonned by these officers. 

(r) The question is not clear. The contributions rei>reHeut the cost 
to Government on actuarial calculations of the loan of the services of 
these officers as a whole. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes, hut an allowance is jmid to these officers for attending 
Government hostels. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes, in the case of district headquarters disp(msaries, iu the 
oliape of remission of a part of the contribution (i.c., the difference 
between the present rate and the old rates), which should he considered 
M a grant-in-aid from Government. It is, moreover, to be remembered 
that the services of the Civil Surgeons are given to the dispensarie.s free 
of charge. Government have recently reviewed the whole position in a 
euenlar letter to municipal bodies, of which a copy is laid on the Library 
table. 


23 
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Fifianoitl relief to the Calcutta Univorsi^. 

122. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 

Hon*ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education to 
pleased to state what more financial relief than that provided in the last 
, budget Government contemplates giving to the Calcutta University f 
(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the threatened curtail* 
ment of the teaching activities of the University due to want of funds 
is viewed with alarm by the educated public ? 

The Hon’hle Mr. P. C. MITTER: («) In addition to the recurring 
grant of Rs. 1,41,000 which has Wn provided in the budget for the 
current year. Government have included a sum of Rs. 2,50,000 in the 
supplementary estimates for a non-recurring grant to the University of 
Calcutta. 

(b) Government have no official information that the activities df 
the University are about to be curtailed for want of funds. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble the Minister 

aware that the threatened (uirtailment of tlie teaching activity of the 
University due to want of funds has been the subject of most anxious 
discussion in the Indian press? 

The Hen*We Mr. P. C. MITTER: I have come across some writing 
in the Indian press in which conflicting statements have been made, but 
I have received no official representation on the subject. 

Rai HARENDRAHATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble the Minister 

aware that the Post-graduate Professors liave not been re-appointed 
except those under a contract of five years? 

Thu HOR’ble Mr. P# C. MITTER; I have no official information on 
the subject. I have heard various statements of a conflicting nature. 


Paucity of local trains in the Central Section of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 

123. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that 
the suburban service in the Eastern Bengal Railway extends from 
Calcutta to Bogoola in its northern section, and from Calcutta to Canuiug 
and Calcutta to Diamond Harbour in its southern sections, covering a 
distance of about 58 miles, 28 miles and 37 miles respectively? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
Eastern Bengal Railway authorities to extend all the local train services 
up to Gobardanga, if not to Bongong, in the Central Section? 
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S (^) will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 

Reasons, if any, for which the said Railway authorities are mot in a 
l^ition to give effect to such a proposal ? 

^ MlfilSTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
<tlio Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur) s 

(o) Yes; but there are certain suburban trains which run as far hs^ 
Naihati, £anchrai>ara, Ranaghat and Baruiinir only. 

(h) and (c) No. The suburban livnt of the Central section of the 
Rastem Bengal Railway is Bongong, 47J niiles. There are trains on 
that section which run only as far as Dultapukur. Tlie Irain servic^e 
is fixed faking into account the traffic offered. At present the Railway 
Administration woulU not be able to extend the service ow’ing to short- 
age of rolling stock and locomotives. 

Malaria at Vishmipur, Bankura. 

124. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government pleased to state 
what steps, if any, will he taken during the current year to combat 
malaria in the subdivision of Vishnupur, distriid. Bankura F 

The Hofi'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Chief 
Engineer, Irrigation Department, and the Director of Public Health 
propose to pay a joint visit to various districts (including Bankura) 
in which the incidence of inulatia is severe, with the object of advis- 
ing Government as to what anti-malarial measures can he undertaken. 


Admission into the Presidency College. 

125. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Dejmrtmeni of Education he pleased to 
state the total number of candidates this year for admission into the 
Presidency College and the niimhei* of vacancies in the first year class? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Mini.ster be pleased to state whether any 
attempt is being made to cope with the growing demand by gradually 
increasing the capacity of the first year class? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister l>e f)leased also to state whether 
it is correct that for the last five years the seats available to candidates 
for admission have beeQ limited to the same number? 

Tho Hon^bio Mr. P. C. MITTER: (/z) No figure can be given as 
applications are not submitted till after publication of the results of 
the University examinations. Admissions to the first year are kept as 
doaely as possible within the limit of 130 (Gd Arts and 65 Science). 

2dA 
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(h) The limit of 130 has always of late years been exceeded owing 
to the , pressure of the growing demand for admission. Without in- 
crease of staff and accommodation, whicdi has not been contemplated in 
recent years, the numbers cannot be markedly increased. 

(c) The numerical limits (see answers above) were laid down by tte 
^Governing Body in 11)10. The actual number of places, during the 
last five years, has varied somewhat jiccording to the pressure of appli- 
cations and the merits of the applicants. 


Number of engineering apprentices. 

126. Rai Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in cli urge of the Depart nuuit of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state the niimlM*r of engineering apprentices that are at 
present iM'ing trained at the instance of the (lovernment of Bengal in 
railway and other workshops or factories? 

MINISTER in charge cf DEPARTMENT cf AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hcn’ble the Nawab Saiyid Navrab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): The member is aj)parent]y und(*r the impression that 
Government ask workshops or factories to train certain apprentices. 
This, however, is not the case. The Board of (’ontrol for Apprentice- 
ship Training hold qualifying examinations twice a year for the admis- 
sion of apprenti(‘es to the railway anfl other workshoj>s in Bengal. A 
list of the successful candidates is cin iilated those employers who 
have accepte<l tlie s^dieme, and it is left to them to select appi*entice8 
from the list. The first examination was held in January, 1922, and 
42 candidates passed. It is understood that a considerable number of 
the jmssed candidates have been admitted as ai)prentices but the exact 
number is not known. 


Publicity officers. 

127. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTf Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon'We 

the Member in charge of the Political De|xirtment be pleased to states 

(?) when the j>osts of the present Publicity Officers were created; 
(li) the nature of the posts, i.c., whether i)ermanent or temporary; 
(Hi) the authority by which these |K)sts were created; and 
(iv) the number of these officers with their resi>ective pay, alicw- 
auces and office establishment? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the designation 
of the officer wuth his emoluments, who before this new creation« was 
in charge of prejwing and issuing official cominvniquh and contradic- 
tions to the public press? 
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I (c) Will the Hon^ble the Member be pleased also to state the relation 
letween these new Publicity Officers and the Public Health Publicity 
and the Publicity Officer in charge of that Bureau P 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (^i) (i) 14th February. 1922, 
lUid 27th April, 1922. 

(ii) Temporary. 

(m) The local Government. 

(iv) Two. The Publicity Officer is also on sjx'cial duty in the Edu- 
cation l)e|xirtnient , and of his salary only Ks. 250 mensem is met 
from publicity funds. The Assistant Publicity Officer is on a salary of 
Rs. 900 a month. The establishment c(uisists of one clerk, four ihhhis^ 
one farash and one sweeper, 

(b) The Director of information on Rs. 2,tM)0 a month was in charge 
of this work for one year from the Kith dune, 1920. Apart ti-om this 
period, the work — so far us it has l)een dom* at all — has Ix'iui left R) the 
various departments of Government. 

(r) There is a small Public Health Publicity Section under a sepa- 
rate officer who works indeiHUidently of the Publicity Officer. He, how- ♦ 
ever, concentrates mainly on anti-malaria ])ublicity in a restricted area 
in w'hich it is projxwed to locate a sj)ecial anti-malaria staff, public 
health propaganda generally being carried on under the control of the 
Publicity Officer. 

Inquiry over the Gurkha incident at the Chittagong railway station. 

128. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA; (.i)*Wi]l the Hon’ble the 
Member in cliarge of tlie Polili(*al Department lx* jdeased to lay on the 
table copies of all the inii)ers, including deiK)siti(>ns and exhibits of 
the inquiry over the Gurkha incident at the Ohittagong Raijway Station 
on the 20th October, 1921, by Rai S, C. Singba Bahadur, Deputy Magis- 
trate? 

(6) Will the Hon’lde the Memlier be pleased to state why the sug- 
gestion of a committee of in(|uiry, with a non-official majority, was 
not accepted or why no non-offif ial was asked to f o-o|>erate with the 
inquiry council P 

(c) Is it a fact that the evidence for the official side was led by a 
vakil especially engaged for the purjK>se P 

(d) Who ixaid his fees, how much was paid, and at what rate per 

day? 

(e) Was any legal practitioner engaged by the Government to repre- 
sent the case of the wounded and assaulted persons? 

(/) Is it a fact that the inquiry procedure was ese-parte for a couple 
ol days during which several witnesses for the official version were 
eumined without any cross-examination P 



346 


QUESTIONS. 


[10th Juiy 


(g) Was any opportunity given to cross-examine them? 

(h) Is it a fact that a i)€*titioiJ to that effect was filed some time 
afterwards before the inquiry was closed ? 

(i) How many Gurkhas including officers, if any, were examined at 
the inquiry? 

(;) Is it a fact that they did not substantiate the assault upon the 
people, or tlje use of the butt-ends of the gun or any force w’hatsoever, 
or causing of any wounds u|H)n the })eople? 

(k) Is it a fact that none of them u]) to within the first two days 
of the inqiiiiy admitted any beating and suggested right of private 
defence ? 

(/) Why were no crosses or letters of reiiuest sent out to different 
persons whose naimvs were suggested as material witnesses of the whole 
occurrence? 

(w) Was Balm Binod Lal Ray, who was beaten in his gharry, 
examined? If not, why? Is he not a zamindar and an Honorary' 
Magistrate ? 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) The paiKus are laid 
on the Council Library table. 

(h) In cases of this nature, a magisterial iiKpiiry is the correct ])ro- 
cedure. The association of non-officials with sucli an inquiry wiould 
serve no useful purjK>se. 

(c) Yes. 

(<l) (lovernment paid Rs. 224 at Rs. 42 daily. 

(c) No. 

(/) The whole impiiry was condu(‘t<M} in o}«‘n Cinirt iifter full notice 
had been given. During the first two days theie was some api)earance 
of boycotting the luquiiy but pleaders and miikhtears were present in 
t'ourt. Jhiring' thesi* two days some official witnesses w'ere examined. 
Opptirtuniiy to cioss-examiiie wjus offered hut not taken. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(t) Five. 

(ji) They admitted using force, but did not admit causing wounds, 
or striking jieople with the butt-ends of their rifles. 

(^) They admitted u.sing We and their case was that they did not 
exceed the right of private defence. None were examined during the 
first two days. 

(/) With one exception mentioned t>elow, individual witnesses were 
not invited liecause full notice wuis given to the principal executive 
oflScers, to local authorities, to associations and to the public generally 
inviting the evidence of those aequainteil with the facts. 



1922 .] 


QTTERTTONS. 


347 


(th) Babu Biiiod Lai Ray^ is an Honorary Magistrate and the son 
of a Eamindar. He was specially invited to giv^e evidence because it 
was kno'wn ♦that he had been injured. He was not examined because 
he did not appear. 

Daooities oommltted in Bengal during 1922 . 

129. BalNi INOU BHU8HAN DUTTAs (a) Will the Hon Ide the 

Member in charge of the Police lX-i>artmeiit he pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the nuinl)er of dacoities that have bt‘eu 
committed in Bengal, district by district, during the months of Janu- 
ary, February, Maadi, April and May, 1922, and also showing the 
number of cases, in which — 

(i) property has been recovered ; and 

(u)r dacoits apprehended ? 

(b) Has there l)een any case of dacoity, during these 5 months, when 
the police were present at the place of ocaurrence at the time or 
within a short time of the commission of the dacoity ^ 

(c) If so, on how many occasions K 

(d) In how many of these cases were the |K)li(*e ahle to apprehend 
the dacoits ? 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table, 

(i) Pro{)erty has been recovered in hb cases. 

(ii) In 207 cases dacoits have been appreheiwled . 

(b) Yes. 

(c) On six oc(!asiona. 

(d) In three cases the }M>lice arresh^l the oflfenders, on Jwo occasions 
the dacoits fled on the police (j[>eniug tire. In the other case the police 
arrived shortly after the dacoity and no arrests were made. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred qneHtinn No. lt>9^ showing 

■ the number of rases of damit^s in Bengal, district hy district, during 
the months of January, February, March, April and May, 


DUTRIOT. I 

1 

J«nu«i7. j 

’ i 

February. 

i ‘ ! 

j March. j 

4 1 

April. 

1 1 

Ma,. 

e 

Baokura ... ... 

2 

7 

1 

9 

1 

Birbbam 

1 

3 

1 i 

2 

1 

Bordwan 

3 

3 

9 

2 

I 10 
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Dibtkiot. f 

JitQuary. 

February. 

March. 

April 

May. 

I 1 

2 1 

, 

4 

• 

ft 

« 

Hoo^^lily 

6 

7 

8 

Nil 

2 

Howrah ... 

3 

1 

•2 

h 

6 

Midnapuro ... 


10 

21 

24 

11 

JesBorfi 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Kliiiliia 

Nil 

2 

1 ' 

1 

4 

Mui'shobbad 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

Nadia 

4 

7 

4 

3 

3 

24*Par^'aiiuH 

7 

7 

10 

3 

12 

lJakar^(atij ... 

2 

3 

9 

7 

3 

Chittagoiii!; ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Fari(l|)tjr 

4 

' 

f) 

3 

1 

Noakliaii 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Dacort 

3 

10 

4 

1 ^ 

6 

MyiuonHingli 


5 

13 

1 

i 

5 

Tip{H‘ia 

1 

2 

Tj 

9 

1 


liogra 

3 

1 

4 

6 

1 

I)urji*(diiJg ...' 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 3 

Nil 

Dinnjpur 

3 

4 

11 

6 

7 

Julpaiguri ... .. ^ 

2 

3 

4 

Nil 

2 

MaUia 

Nil 

Nip 

1 

4 

1 

Pahna 

5 

1 

6 

7 

6 

KajHhahi 

2 

2 

2 

5 

4 

Kangpiir 

9 ’ 

8 

13 

13 

15 

Calcutta 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

2 

Total 

no 

96 

142 

126 

111 
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180. BalHi INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will tlu^ Hon ble the Mem- 
her in charge of the Political Deixirtiueni he pleased to state what 
action, if any, has lieen taken or what ac tion it is jiroixised to take on 
resolution adopted by this (\niiH‘il, reconiinending the release of 
prisoners convicted under the (Viminal Law Aniendinent Ac t of 1908 ami 
the Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act of 1911, etc. y 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (love rninent have taken no 
action at present on the resolution but are watching the situation 


Works of the Munsifs of East and West Bengal. 

• 

131. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the H<m*hle the Member 
in charge of the dudieial Department be j)leased to stale whether he 
is aware of a feeling of discontent prevailing among tin* munsifs serving 
in East Hengal on the ground that in projxution to the* amount of 
work the number of munsifs in AVest liengal is great(‘r than that in 
East Bengal ? 

(h) Are the (iovernment considering it desirable to r4*duce the* num- 
lier of munsifs in AVest Bengal in comparison with the work the mun- 
sifs in East Bengal have to do^ 

{(') If not, ai’C‘ tile (bivernmcmt considtuing tlie dcvsiiabilit y of institu- 
ting an in([uir\ into the matter? * 

((]) Will th(' llon’lile the MemlH*i he j)leas(*(l to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the number of suits filed in eac h munsifi of the juovonce in 1921, 

stating the* nature of the suits including misfellaneous 
cases ; 

(ii) the number of contested and cjr-p^irte cases; and 

{tit) the number of cases diffjiosed of in each munsifi during 1921? 

Thd Hofl'We Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (Iovernment are unaware 
that such a feeling prevails. 

(b) and (c) No. 

(d) It is im|x)ssible in the time available to give the figures in the 
exact form required. The Hon’ble High (’ourt has, however, furnished 
a statemeut which, subject to revision, will ap|)ear in the Administra- 
tion Report on Civil Justice for 1921 giving the information so far as 
available. This statement is with their jiermission laid on the Library 
table. 
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HydrtMlMtrio survey for industrial purposes. 


132. Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
.pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken or what schemes, 
if any, have been framed, to make it possible for persons with small 
(Capital (e.g., l)etween Rs. 25,000 and Rs. 50,000) to start industries? 

(h) Has the attention of the Hon’hle the Minister been drawn to a 
recent resolution jiassed by the Indian Association urging the necessity 
for the supply of cheap electric j)ower generated either by coal or watei 
power ? 

(c) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken thereon? 

(d) Has the Hon’ble the Minister in charge caused any investiga- 
tion to be made for supplying cheap electric power (for industrial pur- 
IKises) generated by coal in such parts of Bengal as do not iWsess the 
l)088ibility of hydro-electric generating stations to serve them? 

(e) If so, is the lion ble the Minister (’onsidi'ring the desirability 
of laying a statennuit of the detailed results of .such investigation on 
the table ? 

(/) If not, will the Ilon’ble the Minister lie pleased to state what 
steps, if any, he ])rofK)ses taking in this conneidion? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur; (a) Investigations have been undertaken by the Indus- 
tries DepartnuMit as «%> the jMissibilities of cottage and small industries 
in Bengal and schemes have been prejiared or are under preiraration in 
respect of the following industries: — 

(?) Hard-loom weaving (cotton); 

(//) Silk reeling and weaving; 

(hi) Fruit canning ; 

(tv) Cigar making; 

(r) Small tannery ; , 

(r/) fhinana meal manufacture; 

(vit) Irrigation pumping plant ; and 
(vtii) Vegetable oil manufacture. 

(h) Yes. 

(c), (d), (c) and (/) The question of supply of cheap electric- powor 
is a matter for private enterprise. The Industrial Commission did not 
recommend any direct action on the part of Government as regards 
power supply except the undertaking of a special survey of the coal 
situation in India and the creation of an organisation to carry out « 
systematic survey of hydro-electric possibilities. A Committee ha9 been 
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appointed to consider the adoption of measures for the hydro-electric 
survey of Bengal. As regards the supply of electric |K)wer from coal 
resources this is already an established business and, as such, no action 
on the part of Government is called for. I'he Industries l>epartment, 
however, will be prepared to consider and advise on any schemes which 
may be placed before them. 


Inspection of jails by members of Council. 

133. Babu DEpENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in cliarge of tlie Dejiartment of Kevcnue (Jails) bo pleased to 
state what steps, if any, have been taken to afford facilities to mem- 
bers of the I^egislative Council who want to ins|K*ct a jail to do soi^ 

• 

(h) Is the Hon’ hie the Member aware that Babu Surendra Nath 
Mallik, M.L.( went to the Ali|)ore Jail some time in early May by 
special appointment with the Suix*rintendent of the Jail hut was refused 
permission by him to visit the jail ? 

(c) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken by the Government 
with reference to the actioni of the Jail SujH^rintcndent in refiusing 
Mr. Mallik i)ermission ? 

(d) Will the Hon ’hie the MeralaT be pleased to state whether the 
meml)ers of the Jail Standing (Committee for the curnuit year have l)eeD 
given any authority to visit any jails?' 

(e) If not, will the Hon’hle the Meml><*r la* *please<l (o state the 
reasons for not giving such authority? 

The Horfble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (n) The inenilR'r is referred to 
the answer to a starred quest ion on this subject put by Uai Niburan 
Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur at this meeting. 

(b) There was a misunderstunding which has been the subject- 
matter of corres|K>ndeiu‘.e between the memlier referred to and myself. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(rf) Yes. 

(e) This question does not arise. 

t 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: With reference to reply (b), will the 
Hon’ ble the Member be pleased ti> lay on the table the (X)rre«jK)ridence 
which passed between the Hon’ ble the Member and Mr. Surendra Nath 
Mallik on the subject of his treatment by the Superintendent of the 
Alipore Central Jail? 


TIm Hoil’blC Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 should be glad to do so. 
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Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Is it a fact that the Jail Superintendent 
mistook Mr. Mallik for Mr. Oaiulhi’s doctor and that on discovering the 
identity of Mr. Mallik he declined to allow him to visit the jail? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: So far as I am aware the facts 
are these: Mr. Mallik wrote to the Superintendent saying that he 
lyanted to visit the Ali[K>re Jail and asking what time would suit him 
best. Mr. Mallik in his letter did not ask for i)ermission at all. The 
SuiJerintendent nnturally thought that Mr. Mallik was somebody who 
had authority to visit the jail and under that impression replied to him 
fixing a certain houi*. When Mr. Mallik went there, the Sujierintendent 
thought that he was Mr. (landlii’s doctor who was to have come on that 
day. When Major Salisbury found out* the mistake he was at a loss to 
know what to do as Mr. Mallik not being a Jail Visitor was not allowed 
to visit tin* jail and he told Mr. Mallik something to that effect. Mr. 
Mallik thought that he ha<l written to him for iH*rmission which ivas 
given to him, but the SuiH*rintendent jiointed out that he was under a 
misapprehension. The Superint(‘ndent, however, seeing that Mr. Mallik 
had come, gave him jK*iniission to .see the j)rison(*is whom he wanted to 
visit, but Mr. Mallik refus(‘d. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDYs Is the ITonTde the Member aware that 
his opinion is not shared by Mr. Mallik? 

The Hon’We Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Mr Mallik never asked for 
jierinission I have got the whole corresjKUidence here. The Suiierin- 
teiident was misled. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDYs Is it a fact that on the lf)th of June, a 
circular h'tter wars r(‘<eiv(‘d by the Sup(*riiitendent of the AlijKue Jail 
which asked, him to afford facilities to members of Jail Standing Com- 
inittees to visit the jail and that the name of l>r. A. Suhrawardy, a 
member (d the said Standing Committee, is not mentioned in the list of 
members of the Jail Standing Committee given in the circular letter? 

Th6 Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR*RAHIM: This has nothing to do with 
the question. 

Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: I draw the attention of the Hon^ble the 
Member to this (question. 1 again re])eat my question and would ask the 
Hon’ble the Member to state his reasons. 

[On the llon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Uahim rising to answer, the Hon’ble 
the Maharajadhiraja llahadur of Burdwan said : Sir, this is a new ques- 
tion and notice ought to l)e given for it.] 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Suretidra Nath Ray): It is for 

the Hon’lde the Member in charge to say so. 
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Or. ,A* SUHRAWARDY: I woultl rei>eat my question. Is it not 
a fact that l>r. A. Siihra wanly \s name was not mentioned in the list of 
members of the Jail Standiiif? (\>iiiinittee sent with the circular letter 
to the Jail Superintendent ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 am not aware of tiuit. 

^ Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: AVill tlie Hoirhle the MeTn])er he pleased 
to mention the date when members of tlie Jail Standing (’ommittee were 
given authority to visit any jails ^ 

The Hon’bleSir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 1 do not remember the date. 


Kanchrapara Jail buildings. 

• 

134. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (<i) Will the lloirble the 
Meml)er in charge of tin* Judicial Departmtuit be ]>b'ased tc) state the 
amount of money s|HMit u|rto (late on the j)ro|H)sed eamp or jail for non- 
CO“OpiM‘ati<>n prisoners at KanehrajMira ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the (lovcuiiinent have decided to abandon the 
project ? 

(c) If so, will tin* lT<ni’hIe the Memlx'r he ]>h‘ase(1 to state whether 
the abandonment is due to tlie unsuitability of tin* locality us a place 
for the segregation of non-eo-o|H*ration }>risoners? 

Th0 Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The ex|M‘ndifure on the 
buildings up to end of May, 1922, was Its. 1,55,145. 

(/;) The answer is in tlie negative. 

(r) This question does not arise. 


Alleged hardship of Muhammadan prisoners during « Ramiafi.” 

135. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (. 7 ) Will the Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that during the Muhaininadaii fasting month 
of Ramzan, Muhammadan fasting jmisoflers in the AliiK)re (Central Jail 
had to suffer hardships and inconvenience owing to the restrictions 
placed on them as to the use of latrines in the Alipore Central Jail? 

{h) Is there any truth in the statement that complaint was made 
that the prison rations allowed to Muhammadan fasting prisoners were 
inadequate and that they were not allowed a supply of fruit even at their 
own expense during the Ra/mzan^ 
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The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) No sucli complaint was 

made to the Superintendent who made adequate sanitary arrangements. 

(b) The prisoners made no such complaint. Political prisoners who 
observed the fast were allowed fruit at their own expense during the 
Ramzan; ordinary prisoners are not allowed this privilege. 


Reoommendations of the Sadler Cofimission. 

136. Babu HEM CHANDRA MASKER: Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in cluir^^c of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
when it is pro]M)sed to introduce a Bill to give effect to the recommenda- 
tions of the iSadler ('omraission? 

The Hon»ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the 
reply given in answer to unstarred question No. If34 put by Itai Hafendra- 
nath Chaudhiiri on the 20th August, 1921. 


Financial position of the Calcutta University. 

137. Babu HEM CHANDRA MASKER: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether he has received the views of tin* ('alcutta University about the 
resolution passed in this (\mncil for instituting an inquiry into the 
financial affairs of the University? 

(b) Will the HonTde the Minister be pleased to state what 
measures, if any, he propo.ses to take to give effect to the resolution? ‘ 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (o) No. In a letter dated the 
27th June last, the University has intimated that the matter has been 
referred to a (\)mmittec of the Senate and that the re]>ort of the Com- 
mittee is expected to be placed Iw'fore the Senate at a very early date. 
It is ex|>ected, therefore, that the reix)rt will be received some time this 
month. 

(b) The matter will be considered ao soon as the report is received. 


Recruitment of candidates to the Provincial Servioee. 

138. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURl! (a) 

With reference to the recent allotment of the number of candidates to 
be nominated by the Dacca University and the different Colleges in the 
Presidency for recruitment to the Provincial Services by competitive 
examination, has the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appoint- 
ment Department received any complaints regarding the number allotted 
to the Dacca University? 
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(6) Wbat were the considerations that led the Government to placo 
the Dacca University on the same footing with some of the Calcutta 
Colleges P 


Tha Hofi’bla Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) Nominations were allotted in aeeordanoe with the nmnbt'r of 
graduates turned out hv each (\)llege last year. The Dacca IJtiiversity 
hais been given the i)rivilege of nominating graduates of the Dacca 
College and the Jagannath College in number projHirtionate to the 
number of successful graduates last year from these Colleges. 


Eicess oollection of settlement ooets. 

139. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) 

Has the attention of the Hon' hie the Member in charge of the Dt!j»art-' 
ment of Revenue (Land Revenue) been drawn to (juestion No. 120 of 
the Council of State and the answer given thereto by the Ilon'ble 
Mr. B. N. iSarma on the 15th March, 1922? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ hie the Memlx'r be pleased to make a state- 
ment indicating the jxdicy of Government in regard to any (‘xcess 
collection of settlement costs which, under the new financial arrange- 
ments, are to be credited to the Provincial revenues? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of a g(*neral public, feeling 
that the amounts of such excess collection .should lie sl>ent on objects 
of local public utility in the resjxn-tive districts? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(а) Yes. • 

(б) Excess collections, if any will form jiart of the provincial 
revenues, just as any deficit will have to be met from provincial revenues. 

(c) Yes; but in view of the answer to (6), the desire cannot be 

fulfilled. 

Renuwal of the restriotions on the export of rioe from Bengal. 

140. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R* RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) 

Will the Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Dei)artment of Commerce 
be pleased to lay on the table a copy of any letter which they might have 
addressed to the Government of India. ujKiri the resolution moved by 
Baba Amulya Dhone Addy in this Council during the last winter 
seesioo recommending the removal of the restrictions on the export of 
rice from Bengal ? 
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(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether he is 
aware of the letter of this Government to the Government of India* 
No. 887 t Revenue Dei>tirtment) , dated the 26th elanuary, 1920, in which 
His Excellenciy the Governor-in-rouncil expressed at that time his appre- 
hension tliat unchecked export (of rice) might prevent the conservation 
of an adequate reserve in Bengal against any shortage of subsequent 
harvests ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether an 
ade(|uate reseive has been conserved in Bengal since January, 1920 P 

(d) If so, will tlie ITon’ble the Member be pleased to say whether 
the said r(*serve has been calculated to counteract the probable shortage 
in tlie rice harvest this year owing to the lateness of the monsoon? 

(e) Is the Hoii’ble the Member aware of a general public desire in 
Bengal that restricti<»ris should be reim|K)sed on the exjwrt of rice from 
Bengal, in view of the i)artial failure of the monsoon and the steadily 
increasing j)rice of rice? 

(/) With reference to the statement made by the Government of 
India in their com wuniqur on the subject, that should the removal of 
restrictions on the exiMut of rice from the 1st April, 1922, be followed 
by a considerable rise in juices, the (juestion will Ik* reconsidered, are 
the Government considering the desirability of recommending to the 
Government of India’s a reconsideration of tlu‘ (juestion in the present 
circumstarices of Bengal ? 

The Hort’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) The resolution referred to was 
lost on a division and no communication was addressed to the Govern- 
ment of India concerning it. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) No figures are available to show’ the i>resent reserve of rice, but 
in view of the excellent jiaddy crop of 1921 and of the fact that its 
price militates against Bengal rice being in great demand in the world’s 
markets, ii may be reasonably concluded that in sjnte of the removal of 
restrictions on exjmrt, existing sujqdies in .Bengal are adequate. 

(d) aTjd (c) Owing to the prolonged drought in the early months 
of the year, the boro jwuldy croj) w’as short and for the same reason it 
is anticijmted that the aus |>addy in East Bengal will not give a full 
yield. These classes of jxiddy are, how'ever, of minor importance and 
as the monsoon lias broken most favourably, it may be hoped that there 
will lie at least a normal harvest of aman paddy. Slight increases in 
the price of i>addy are noticeable nearly every year about the break hi 
the monsoon. In these circumstances there is no ground for appre- 
hension, nor is Government aware that such exists. 

(/) The Government of Bengal do not consider that there is at 
present justification for asking the Government of India to reconsider 
the matter. 
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Deputition of students to foreign universities for 
technical education. 

141. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in char^^e of the IX'jKirtnient of A/irrieultiire and 
Industries be jdeased to slate what aetuni, if any, it is j>roiH»sed to take 
on the following resolution wliieh was carried bv the (\>uncil in duly 

1921 ‘ 

This Council recommends to the (loverntmuit to stdei t every year 
from each district of Bengal and send out, at their cost, (o different 
foreign universities, at least a dozen <h‘ser\i?ig gi’aduat^vs or under- 
graduates of the i»nv<‘isities of Calcutta and i)a(‘ca for a three years' 
course of technical industiial and agricultuial training uiider such 
conditions as (lovtuiumuit may deem projHu y” 

• 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to the list of r('solulionH in the 
lobby showing tlu* action taken by (lovernment. on tlie r(‘solution. 

Provision has been made in the supplementary estimatt‘s of this 
session for the grant of two new techni{‘al scholarshij>s during the 
current financial year. 


Daooities in Bengal. 

142. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will tlu'^llon’blt^ the Memlior 
in charge of the Police Depart mmit he pleased to state* what H|Hicial 
action, if any, has ]u*t‘n take*n by the ( ioveriiimiit to coj>e with the 
incieasing numlMU' of dacoities m Bengal?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I’he t(‘m|Mnarv additional 
staff em]»loy<*d in the Criminal I nv(*st igation l)ei)aitment to deal with 
dacoities has been letained for a further |M*iiocl. l)ete« live de|MirtmentH 
have been sanctioned in the districts of l)a<cu, Mxmensingh and Midna- 
IXUe. Special patrols have been introduced uherexei possible, and action 
is lieiiig takmi undei the preventive sections of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure and the Criminal Tribes Act. 


Bengal constables in rural districts. 

143. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Police Deixirtmeiit l>e jdeased to 
state whether it is a fact that dacoiticis and other crimes in rural areas 
are on the increase ? 
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(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of strengtlien 
ing the number of Bengal constables in the rural districts and o 
oi)eniug small outi)osts in places at a distance from the main thana 
where it has been found impossible to maintain supervision properly? 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Yes; there has beei 

an increase in the number of dacoities and certain other crimes. 

(h) It is not j)roi>osed to o|)en more out]H)stH. The action taken ii 
described in the answer to an unstarred question put at this meeting bj 
Babu Nalini Nath Koy, to which the member is referred. 


Release of political prisoners. 

144. Dr. A. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Will the llon’ble the Membei 
in charge of tlie l*olitical Department \ye pleased to state the effect, 
if any, which has been given to the resolution of Professor S. C. 
Muklierji, as amended by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Kay, regarding 
the release of iK)litical juisoners, passed in this Council on the dlst 
of J anuary ? 

(h) If no action has been taken, will the Ilon’ble the Member be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor:' 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) and (6) The member 

is referred to the answer given to an unstarred (juestion on the subject 
asked at this meeting by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 


' Appellate Side, Paper-Book Department. 

Supplementary statutics in reyard to question 282 (a) (Hi) and {iv) 
asked hy Babu Surendta .\ath MaJlik at the nieetiny of the Bengat 
Ijcgislative Council held on the 2t)*h March^ 1022. 

145. The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: 2H2 (a) {Hi) The number 
of printed pai)er-lK>oks in Regular Appeals filed by vakils during the 
PJL’O is 24‘J. Figures of Mie number actually prepared in that 
veal cannot be given. Tlie appeals, in which these paper-books were 
filed, date from 1915 onwards. 

(ic), {a) and (h) Of the pai>er-books prei>ared by the High CourCs 
office, 8 consist of pages or less; 25 of more than 20, but less than 
100 pages; and 5 of 100 jmges or over. The total number of pai)er- 
books prepared by the High CourPti office in 1921 \m been found, after 
revision, to be 38, 
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It is not vO give the number of the |iaper-books prepared 

as distinct from filed ’’ in 1920. Of tlie 242 printed i»per.bo»ks filed 
by vakils, 14 were of 20 i>j\ges or less ; 82 of more than 20, but less thau 
100 pages; and 14G of a 100 imges or over. 

Strike of coolies in the Jetties and Kidderpore Docks. 

146. ^ Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Ihis the attention of 
the Hon^ble the Memln'r in charge of the DejKirtment of (’ommerce 
been drawn to the prolonged strike of c(K)Iies in the Jetties and the 
Kidderpore l)o(‘ks of the ( iimmissioners for tlie Poi t of Cah*utta I'* 

(b) Is the Ilon’Jile tlie Member aware that tin* trade and industry 
of Bengal have In'en ad\ers(dy affected by tlu‘ strike? 

(c) Are the (loviunnient (onsidering the dc'sirabilily of taking hU*i]>s 
80 that ^the dispute of tlu* said <*ooli<‘s with tlndi' (*ni])loyei’s might l)e 
amicably settled and tlndr giievanees, if any, against tin' local authori- 
ties might Ih' removed ? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERRs The member is refcored to the answer 
to clause (<'/) ot an unslarred ({iiestion No. 152 on the subject aske<i bv 
Mr. Krishna (liandia Kay (diaudhuri at to-day’s metding of this 
Codhcil. 

Contract with Messrs. Sen Gupta, Ltd., for works in oonneotion 
with the Mymensingh Partition Scheme. 

147. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: (a) Wiy the Hon hh the 

.Minister in charge of tin* l)e|>artment of Ihihhd* Works be [deased to 
state whether the (ton eriiimuit haM- setth'd their accounts with Messrs. 
Martin & (’o. in connection with tin* constiuction of the jiiopoMul Uhief 
Justice’s residence ? • 

(h) If so, what is the amount of their fiiuil hill? 

(r) Is it correct that no settlem(>nt has been made with Messrs. 
iSen Giiptii, Ltd., who were <*ntnisted with the lontiaet for the manu- 
facture of brieks at Kishoreganj ^ind Jamalpiir in eonm‘etion with the 
Mymensingh Partition Seluune, which was suhseipiently stopjMnl by 
Roveniment? 

(f/) Is it correct that Messrs. Sen (tupta, Ltd., have served a uotic/e 
of suit in r6'<pect of tlieir claims against# the (lovernment. ? 

(e) Are the Government eonsidering the desirability of settling the 
lispute out of court ? 

The Hon’bie the Nowab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khail Bahadur: (u) and (h) The meinl>er is refenvd to the answer given 
to starred question No. XXX 11 at the meeting of 3rd July, 1922. 

(c) and (d) Yes. 
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{e) Messrs. Sen Gupta, Ltd., have refused the terms of settlement 
otfored,to them. 


Strike of Caloutta seamen. 

148. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; {a) Will the Hon^ble 

I he Member in charge of the Marine I)ei>artmeiit l)e pleased to state 
•whether he is aware of a- combination amongst discliarged lascars and 
otlier seafaring i)eople, including firemen, sailors and saloon “hrews for 
more pay without wliich they refuse to sign or sail ? 

{h) If so, w'ill the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement of facts and the remedies proi>osed or employed to meet the 
•lifficulties thus created? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
John Kerr): (a) and (h) The stiike of the Calcutta seamen began on 
the 12th June, 1922. On the juevious day, a meeting of tbe^ Indian 
Seamen’s Union was held at KidderjHire, at which it was decided to ask 
the Shi])ping Agents to ]>ay saloon crews the rate of wages prevailing 
in Bombay. With the exception of a short jHuiod, from July, 1919, to 
November, 1920, the Bombay rates tor seamen have always been higher 
than those of (’alcutta and, uj) to the jnesent, this difference has been' 
accepted as just by the seamen themselves. The strike, which "^ok 
])lace against the advice of the chief officials of the Union, affected iill 
seamen, and though a number expressed tlun'r willingness to sign 
articles on the old conditions, they were prevented from actually doing 
so by intimidation. A few (news signed on during the strike, but 
the saloon men uppvUired to be unanimous in demanding the Bombay 
rates, and icfused to sign on till the end. The strike ended on the morn- 
ing of the 24th June, when, on the advice of the Union, all the men, 
including the saloon crews, agreed to resume work on their old terms. 
On the 19tb June, the Secretary of the Seamen’s Union requested Gov- 
ernment to set up a Uonoiliation Board, but this re(iue8t w'us refuffcdi'" 
as Government did not consider there were sufficient grounds for such 
intervention. The Labour Intelligence Officei' kept in close touch with 
develojunents throughout and heliH‘d»to bring about a settlement. 

Contract with Messrs. Sen Gupta, Ltd., for certain works in oofineotion 
with the Mymensingh Partition Scheme. 

149. Rai NILMANI CHATAK Bahadur: [a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased 
to lay on the table a copy of each of — 

(i) the final bills offered to Messrs. Sen Gupta, Ltd.; fAr works in 
connection with the Mymensingh Partition Scheme; and 
(it) the final bill grunted to Messrs. Martin & Company for con* 
structiou of the proposed Chief Justice’s residence in Calcutta. 
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f the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is 

correct that these two contractors have been treated differeiftly ns 
regards coini>ensation for stopimge of w'orks. 

(c) If so, in w'hat resj)ects have they l)een so treated Y 
{d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister Ik? pleased to state the rtnisons 
for this differential treatment • 


(e) Is it correct that Messrs. Sen Gupta, Ltd., have been offered a 
lumpsum as coiniHUisation ? 

(/) If so, on wdiat basis has this been ealculatedy 
(ff) Is it a fact that Messrs. Sen Gupta, I.td., have served Govern- 
ment with a notice tlieir intention to brinj^ a civil suit? 


The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
iChan Bahadur: llie mcmher is nd'erred to the answei ^iven to staired 
question No. \XX1I at the meeting on did July, ami to the answer 
given to a (luestion put hy Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt at this meeting. In 
the circumstances, (io\ernment is not pre|>ai*ed lo lay ]>aiH*rs on the 
table or to give Mie information asked h)i as the mattcu* is now subject 
to adjudication by a court of law'. 


Paper Book Department 

150. Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: (/i) Has the Hoirble the 
MemlK'r in charge ot the Judicial Deinirtinent received any reiaimmen- 
dation from the Government of India in regard liftin' (‘XiH'inlil iiri' on 
the new pa|H‘r hook section of tin* ('alcutta lligli ('onrt, a demand for 
W'hich was inchnled in the last lUidget, hut refused hy the Council? 

(h) If so, wnll the Hoirhle the Member Ik* ph*ase(l to •state* what 
action has been taken by tlie (iovernment of Bengal on the recommen- 
dation of the Government of India? 

(r) Have the Government of Bengal sanctioned any ex[H‘ndituro 
on the said hook section since the refusal by the ('ouncil of tho 

demand in March last ? 

(d) If so, will the Bon’ble the Memlier be jdeased to state when, 
or what amount and under what authority the exjjenditure was sanc- 
tioned P 

(c) What is the percentage of first appeals from decrees that have 
gone up on appeal to the Privy Council during the last five years, 
i.e., 1917 to 1921? 

(/) Is it correct that a projKisal to abolish the system of prepfira- 
tion of papei books in the High ('ourt in appeals from original decrees 
emanated from the Privy Council in 1910 or thereabout on the ground 
of delay and inclusion of unnecessary papers? 
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(g) What was the resolution of the Hon’ble Judges of thfe High 
Court in regard to that P 

(//) Will the Hon’ hie the Member l)e pleased to lay on the table 
a eopy of the reply given by the High Court on that occasion ? 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. 

{})) A demand has been made in the supjdementary budget for 
Its. 34,()i)0 with a view to meet the charge for the continuance of 
the Department during the current financial year. 

(c) and {d) Its. Hi, 000 was restored by His Excellency the Governor 
to meet the exj^enditure of the Department up to the end of June, 1922. 


Y«Br. 


Fftrcentage 

1917 


4'8 

1918 


.35 

1919 


7-6 

1920 


0*4 

1921 


6\3r) 


(/), {g) and (//) The Registrar of His Majesty’s Privy Council sug- 
gested in 1910 that to save time and exjxmse i>apei b(M)ks in appeals 
from the (^)urts of Subordinate Judges to the High (\)urt might be 
printed in tb(‘ same tyjn^ and sliajH' as the* lecords in Privy Council 
cases, HO that rejuinting of the j>a|H‘r-bo()ks might be avoided in tlie 
event of an ai)iK‘al to the Privy (k)un(‘il following. The (kmrt did not 
accept the suggestion for reasons which tluui appeared sufficient to the 
Court, The Hon’ble the Chief Justme and Judges do not consider that 
copies of these j)ai)ers should be made juiblic. 


Travelling allowance and residential allowance of members of Council. 

151. Babu HEM CHANDRA MASKER; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Legislative i>c‘partment l>e pleased to state — 

(j) what are the “ usual plac-es of residenc;e ” (as contemplated in 
the rules entitling a meml)er to draw allowances) of the non- 
official members of the Council; 

{ii) who are the meml)ers of the Council who have drawn travelling 
allowance or residential allowance or both and what is the 
amount drawn by these members since January, 1921; 

(ill) whether it is the practice, in the case of some mufassal 
members, to claim and draw travelling allowance back to 
their headcpiarters during week-ends when the Council is not 
sitting, in lieu of residential allowance in Calcutta; 
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(tV) how many members have drawn such travelling* allowance, and 
on how many occasions, since January, 1921 ; and* 
what is the longest and shortest time any one member has 
stayed at his head(|uarter8, during any one of these trijis? 

(h) Are the Government considering tlie desirability of fmming h 
rule requiring members to take the leave of the llon’hle the Presi- 
dent when they return to headciuarters for shoit stays y 

(c) Have the Government taken any steps to prevent these short and 
hurried returns to headcpiarters by memlHUs in tlie midst of a session 
without an^ adeipiate reason ? 

(il) Are the Gwernment crmsidering the desirahilit y of issuing a 
rule that travelli7ig allowam'e will 1 m‘ paid, except in the case of members 
who live at short distances from (’alcutta, once at tlie ( ommencemeni of 
the BCf^sion for the journey to (’alcutta and again at the luid of a session 
for the return journey of a memlier to h(‘ad(juarters H 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) (i) This question cannot 
be fully answ(‘red in ies|H‘ct of the members who do not <lraw travelling 
allowance and residential allowance; their usual places of nvsidence in 
Calcutta are as shown in column 8 of the seventh list of memlH‘rs of 
this Council. In res|H‘ct of others who draw th(*ir travcdling allowaiK’e 
and residential allowance their usual places of resi(h*nce are as shown 
in the statement lai<l on the table in nqdy to the memlxu’s starred 
question on the suhjecd. 

(ii) The memlier is referred to the reply given to his starriMl (jiies- 
tion on the subject in this session. • 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) A statement is laid on the table, 

(v) Twenty-two hours and d hours, resfHU’tively. 

(h) and (d) The question of travelling allowance and residential 
allowance of members has been discussed by the Courudl in the delmto 
on various resolutions on the subject and Government is considering the 
views therein expressed. • 

(c) Yes. 

Siatemetit referred to in the reply to unHtatred question A7>. I5t (ii) re i 
short trips made by members since^January^ 19L*1 and travelling 


allowance charged. 

, Kamel. Ktiraber of trips. 

Afzal, Nawaitzada K. M. Khan Bahadur ... ... 1 j 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Mnulvi Kmaduddin ... ... 

Ahm< d, Kiian Buiiadur Mattlvi VVmainiuddib ... 15 

Ahmed, Maulvi Azaharuddin ... ... ... 9 
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Number of trips. 

Ajiined, Mauivi Rafi Uddin 

12 

Aliined, Maulvi Yakiiiiiuddin ... ... ... 

16 

Alimod, Mr. M. 

5 

Ahuied, MiiriHlii Jafcr ... ... 

5 

Ali, Miinslii Amir ... ... ... .„ 

3 

Ali, Murishi Ayiih ... 

3 

Ali, Maulvi Saiyid IIoHsaiii 

1 

Arhuiniiddiii, Maulvi Kiiaitdalcar 

10 

Azam, Khan iiuliudur Khwaju Molinine<l 

4 

Hanna, Rai Haliih Panchanan, m n E. 

10 

Dliattjicharji, Hahn Hem Chandra ... 

1 

(Jliuiidliuri, Hahn Kiahon M»»han ... 

9 

Chaiidliuri, Hahn Tankanuth ... ... 

Nil. 

Oiaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HuHzar Rahman 

11 

Ciiatidhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad 

Nil. 

Das, Balm Bishinadev 

15 

Das Gupta, Rai Bahadur Nil>aran Chandra ... 

Nil 

DeLisle, Mr. J A. ... 

4 

Dohb, Rai Baliadur Pyari Lai, m.r.e. 

Nil. 

Diittu, Balm Armada Charan 

3 

Dutta, Bahu Indu Bhushan ... 

Nil. 

Faro(iui, Mr K. G. M. 

3 

Ghatak, Rai Bahadur Nilmani ... 

Nil 

IIa(j, Shah S^ed Enidadul ... 

Nil. 

Hu(|, Maulvi Kkramul ... 

13 

lluhsain, Maulvi Mahainmed Madassur 

5 

Janah, Bahu Surat Chandi-a 

Nil. . 

Karim, Maulvi Ahdul 

5 

Karim, Maulvi Fazlal 

Nil. 

Khan, Bahu Dehendra Lai 

Nil. 

Khan, Maulvi llamid-ud-din 

14 

Klian, Maulvi Md. RafKjue Uddin 

11 

Khan, Mr, Razaur Rahman ... ... ... 

Nil. 

Khan Cliaudhuri, Khan Baliadur M'.uivI Muhammad 
Ershad Ali 

11 

Makrumali, Miinshi 

8 

Milra, Rui Bahadur Mahendra Chandra (daily passenger) 

Nil. 

Mukharji, Bahu Satish Chandra (daily puisenger) 

Nil. 

Mukharji, Professor S. C. (daily passenger) 

Nil. 

Mukhopadiiaya, Buhu Sarat Chandra 

1 

Mullick, Bahu Nirode Behary ... ... 

21 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubhar 

13 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Abdur ... ., 

7 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekareswar ... 

Nil 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Upendra Lai 

1 
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Names, 

Ray Ohaudhuriy Babu Brojeiiclra Kishor 

Ray Chaudhttri, Mr. Krinbiia Cliaiulrii (daily patt^enger) 

Kay Clioiidimry, Kaja Mainiiatha Nath 

Riahi, Babu liaaik Chaudra 

Roy, Babu Jogeiidra Krislina 

Roy, Babu, Jogiuulra Natli ... ... 

Roy, Bal-u Xallui Nath 

Roy, Maharaja Bahatlur Kahaiitiiah Chandra 

Roy, Mr Bijoypn^aad Si ugh 

Roy, Rai Baliadur liaht Mohan Singh 

Roy, liaja Mauijiill Smgh, v, i.k. 

Roy Chamilmn, Babu Satlaja Natli 
Sarkar, Ihiltu Jogo"!!! Chandra ... 

Sinha, Babu Sureinira Nurayan ... 

i^uhrawai (1\ , Hi . H assail 
Travers, Mr W L , o ii.K. 


Number of irips. 

Nil. 

Nil.* 

4 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(> 

N 

1 

11 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Strike of Dock and Jetty Coolies. 

152. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI; (n) Will 

tho Tloirhlo the McmiiIh*! in chaig-** of tlu* Murine Ih' jiIeaHed 

to lay on tlu‘ tul>U* a ‘^taleinent showing* — 

(/) tlie la(N ahont the icconi strike of th<‘ Dock an<l Jcdiv coolies; 

(if) what stejKs, li any, hav*(‘ lieioi tak(*n to conciliate ihc' ‘-tiikcTs; 

(///) the ta( ts alHHit tlie recent s(n'k<‘ of 1 ndianosfaniien ; 

(ii') what sti‘j)s, if any, ha\e he<*n or are Indiig taken hy the (Jov- 
ernment ot ilcngal to counteract the action of shuMiwners in 
Ivigland \Nho are rejdacing hiscars liy Ihitish seiynen c ii the 
pleji that a small station of the Indian crew ol S.S. Ktjypt 
behaved iiadly Ixdore she was sunk hy a collision in tlu? 
Knglisli (’haiinel; and 

(v) tho facts about the difftuenee in the scale of wages paid to 
Calcutta and lloitihay suloon hoys; 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) (i) The .strike of the Dock and 
Jetty coolies started on the 1st June, W42, as the result ol the eonvic- 
Hod of two .sirdars lor an as.sault on a < ryneinan employeil hy the Tort 
Conimi.s.sioner.s. The coidies demanded from their employers an assur- 
Mice of protection against the alleged high-hundediiess of the (cranemen 
^nd a promise of help in cases of prosecution. As a condition of taking 
the men back to work, the stevedores asked the sirdars to sign a new 
agreement specifying in detail the future conditions of work in the 
Docks. A number of sinlars signed the new agreement in the last 
week of June, and the renminder signed on the 1st and 3rd July. 
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Work at the Docks is now normal. During the strike work was carried 
on mainly hy coolies imjwrted from Madras and Kangoon and by shipe^r 
crews. 

(ii) Duiiiig the strike, negotiations were conducted continuously 
between representatives of the coolies and the stevedores. A request 
for official intervention was made on the 9th June, by Babu Upendra 
Nath Sail, who acted as the mouthpiece of the coolies, but was refused, 
as (jfoveiiiment did not consider that there were sufficient grounds for 
such intervention. 

(Hi) Tlie member is referred to the answer to an unstarred question 
on tlie subject asked by Kai Dr. Haridhan Dutt .Bahadur at to-day’s 
meeting of tliis Council. 

(iv) (jovernment are not aware that action, as stated by the member, 
has been taken by shij>-owners in England. If the member has any 
reliable information, (iovernment will be preiKired to represent the 
matter to the (jovernment of India, who are primarily concerned. 

(v) The following table show's the difference in the scale of wages 
paid to the (/alcutta and Bombay saloon boys: — 


vS»loonmcn. 



CalcutU. 

Bombay. 




Rs. 

Rh. 

nntIor-in*cliargc 

... 

... 

80 

90 

Pul hr u«nlfr Steward 



75 

85 

Ihiker 



70 

70 

Baker Mato 

... 


30 

22-8 

Chiif Cook and Baker 

... 


75 

85 

Chief Cook 



70 

80 

2nd Cook 


... 

40 

45 

3rd Cook 


... 

25 

28 

4 th Cook 



20 

22.8 

Saloon boyn 



34 

1 

CO 

Marconi Boy 

... 


10 

10 

Mess Room Boy 



34 

35 

„ „ Mate 



15 

15 

Butcher 



45—50 

65 

„ Mate 



25 

25 

Scullion 



24 

22-8 

Topaae 

... 


22 

22-8 

Pantryman, lat class 



37—40 

40 

„ 2nd data 


... 

35 

228 
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153. Bobu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the ,]u(li<ial Department l)e pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing : — 

(i) the amount realised from the apixdlants U> the High ('ourt in 

first api^eals from decrees as t*ost for the preiniratioii of 
juiper-books from January to June, 

(ii) the cost of the establishment of the Painu-Hook I)e])artment of 

the High (\>urt during the last six months, exclusive of let s 
|Miid to the translators and examiners of translations from 
Januai‘>^to June, 1922; and 

(Hi) the exi)enditure incurred in the Paixu’-Hook Deiwirtment of the 
High Court under the following heads: — 

(I) the salaries of assistant registrai’, su|K*rintendents and 
assistant suiHM-intendents in charge of the ih'inirtment; 

(II) The salaries of clerks, typivst^^ and (‘oj>yists einployi'd 
in the pa|X‘r book section ; 

(III) the salaries of editors and assistant editors; 

(IV) the salaries of pr<K)f-readers ; 

(V) the amounts paid to juesses for printing i>a|M‘r b(H)ks ; 

(VI) the fees paid to translators; 

(Vll) the fees paid to (*xaminers of translations 'r' 

(h) Will the llon’hle the Member he pleased to state whether there 
are any officers or clerks emplo\ed wholly or part^dly in the |MijK*r hook 
section whose salaries are shown in th(‘ jKUinanent staff of tlie High 
Court as distinct from the new’ iniiH*r book section r' 

(e) If so, what is their numlx*r and what is the t4>tij amount of 
their monthly salary ? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle the Member Ix^ ph*ased to state how the 'ost 
of the Pajxr — Hook Department during April to June, 1922, has been 
met by the G^>vernment after the demand for the said D<‘iMirtinent in 
the Budget for the year 1922-23^ had Ihhmi refuscMl by the (^oumtilf" 

(e) Has His Excellency the (lovernor restored any iM>rtion ot the 
demand in the Budget maile for the cost of the pajx^r l>ook sc*ction and 
refused by the Council? If so, when? 

(/) What is the numlx*r of the |Ki*x*r- b(x>ks in first apjxals from 
decrees prepared by the Pai)er Ibmk Deimrtment of the High Court and 
the total number of pages printed during the last six months, January 
to June 1922? 

(ff) Will the HonTde the Meml)er be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) the number of these paper books cx)n8i8ting of 20 rwges or less; 
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ing the last official year and how many of their recommendatioBB have 
bijen acceped by the Government ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The number of meetings of the 
Judicial Standing Committee in 1021-22 was 3 and of the Jails Standing 
Committee 5. 

The fuTKitions of the (Committee are advisory and their proceedings 
ore confidential. 


Sittings of the Police Standing Committee. 

155. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department Ih 3 jjeased to state the 
number of sittings of the Police Standing CoTnmitte<^ during the last 
official year and how many of their recommendations have been accept- 
ed by the Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The Standing Committee 
attached to tlu* Police Department met on seven occasions in 1921-22. 
Under the rules its functions are advisory iind its juoceedings confiden- 
tial. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: A general eiriuilar letter has been 
placed in the hands of members regarding the alteration of the List of 
Busimvss in regard to a siipjdementary demand in which it is stated that 
the demand will Ik* taken up at the last hour on Tuesday, the 11th 
instant. 1 am to exjdain, in that connection, that the discussion on 
the i)ai)er book grant will be taken up at 5-30 r.M. exactly. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: W^itli referem e to this item, the time 
fixed for discussion is one hour, and if you take away this hour the 
business will suffer. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You will have a whole hour to discuss 
that item from 5-30 to 0-30 r.M. . 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: What I mean to say is this : A fixed 
time has been allotted for discussion of certain items, and if you devote 
one hour to this jHuticular item, will that time be taken away from 
other items P 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: There need be no such appreheuaiotlt^ 
Each demand will be given its allotted time, 



m2.} 


DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 

Damwids for Grants. 


371 


26. — Police. 

The Hon'Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON S I niovo thiit a aum of 
Bs. 3,56,471 be granted for ex|>enditiire under head “ 2(i. — Ihdiee.** 

It will be obaervtHl that there are unfortunately motions for tho 
refusal or reduction of |)racticall\ all the items llnit make uji this vote.* 
It will therefore save time to reserve my rtuiiarks until those motions 
come up for discussion. 


• Motions for reductions. 

The following motion, which sttnid in the name of Bahu Annnda 
Charan Dutta, was, in the absence of the member, deemed to l>(» with- 
drawn 

" That the demand of Rs. 2,274, under head ‘ 20. — Roliciv—Scheine 
1 * bo refused.^* 

Rsi RADHA CHARAN PAL Bshsdur: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,274, under head ‘‘ 20. — Police — Scheme 1 ” ftir Anns Act Ih'part- 
ment, lie refused. 

I think it is (juite evident that an additional grant of Rs. 3,50,471 
has lieen asked for liy the Hon ’hie Member in charge of the Department. 
I should have thought that having regard to the unprtHedented increase 
in police charges in recent years, iwhaps the Hon’hle Member niighi 
have waited for the result of the Hetrenchmmit (’o*nmitt(*e Ixdore ask- 
ing this House for another grant of over Rs. 3J lakhs. However, my 
motion is confined to a very small microscopic sum of a little over 
Rs. 2,000. It may he said that I am carping — I am sim^ily ]»laying 
with a sum of a little over Rs. 2,(M)0. 1 mav explain that in this itiun 
if is stated that this additional establishment is reijuired for tin* pur- 
pose of coping with the inrrea.se of work in tin* Anns Act Department. 

I must accept the .statement that is made hen* on the authority of the 
Commissioner of Police, and therefore to my mind, and T believe to the 
mind of any ordinary individual, it might api)ear necessary that some 
increase in the mini.sterial staff may he necessary, hut instead of that 
I find that a sub-in8y>ector on Rs. 150 a month plus additional allow- 
ances is to be appointed. I do not find tlnit the department has aske^l 
for any additional ministerial staff. If that had been the case 1 should 
not have objected to the item at all hecau.se when the office*! in charge 
of this particular de])artment says that the business has increased 
and the work of the department has increased and he wants additional 
staff, stirelv he is in a l)etter position to consider the matter than wo 
are, but I fail to understand the necessity of having another sub- 
bapector added to the large army of inspectors and sub-inspectors in 
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the i)c>lice staff. As one who is to a certain extent acquainted wit 
the opcyrations of the Arms Act in our part of the town — I do not sa 
that I know the operation of the Arms A(‘t in its entirety — but as fa 
as I know in our part of the town, it is the local police who are entruste 
with making inquiries about applicants who apply for exemption o 
rather for permission to keep fire-a mis oi’ rather who ajiply for licensee 
Therefore, I do not understand what is the necessity of having a' 
additional sub-insix'ctor for this dei>artm(*nt, and I think, therefore 
that it would Ik‘ lietter to refuse this demand, and at the same tim 
if it is deemed necessary to add to the ministerial ^tuff, I, for my part 
will be glad to suppfirt that motion. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: When a particula 
department asks for a very small addition to its staff it is not [Kissibl 
for the Council to say wliether it is necessary or not, hut we can sjiea] 
on the principle umhulying such demands. Here we find that th< 
Arms Act Department thinks an extra sul)-insj)(‘ctor of ixdice is neces 
sary for prompt desjiatch of business in that ofliee. But, Sir, the worl 
involved is undoubtedly clerical. Why tlnui a])ix)int a sub-inspecto 
of police who has Ikhmi specially trained for investigation work am 
who (*osts much more than an ordinary cbuk^ We can get a fairb 
competent ministerial officer for lls. 100 a month, but a sub-inspecto: 
of jKilice would cost us Rs. 275 in Calcutta and also a lump sum o 
Rs. 244 for his dress, etc. I, therefore, move that wt^ should mak( 
provision only for a clerk on Rs. 100 a month and refuse Rs. l,46t 
which would Ix' necessary if a sub-insp<‘ctor ot police w(‘re to be a])pointed 
I must add here that all investigation work of this department is carriec 
through local jxdice-stations, and even if any investigation be dom 
through this office, there are several ex(‘ciitiv(‘ officers in the depart- 
ment who can be exjx'cted to do suc h work. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ had a similar motion standing ii: 
his name, but he withdrew it. ** 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The work of the Arms Act 
Department has decreased owing to licenses being issued more sparingl’v 
than hitherto, and, therefore T think, the rcnison of pressure of work 
in the department (‘annot lx» jmt forward now, and I beg to submit 
that tlie entertainment of a 8ub-insi>ector on Rs. 275 a month is not 
reasonable. 

Tho Hon’ble Mft 8TEPHEN80N: We are very grateful tc 

the Rai Bahadur and to the Kumar Sahib for their co-operation in 
offering a ministerial officer to the Arms Act Department. I may, 
however, explain why a ministerial officer will not do for this kind oi 
work. The Arms Act Department deals not only with the issue of 
arms but with the whole of the Anns Act. It has to inspect tli€ 
dealers' books, their godowus : it has to make inquiries, and verify everj 
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Bala tbay make. In addition to the Anna Act, it also deals with the 
Poisons Act, the Explosives Act, and there were in 1920, 20(f licenBea 
under the Explosives Act, and since then the nunil)er of these licenses has 
considerably risen. It also deals with the IVtrolemn A<’t. In 1920, 
there were 200 deiWits and in the next year the iniinlM‘r rose to nearly 
400. The work for which this siih-ins|M‘ctor is wanted is foi the inspec- 
tion of the dejwt.s which are licensed and have to he iiis|><‘rted rejrularly 
and thoroufj^hly. The new Arms Act rules <*atne into forct* on the 1st of 
January, 1920, In the same year, the (\mnnissioner of Police tfK>k 
over the administration of tin* Arms Act in the wholt* of the suhurhs 
as well as in Calcutta and thereby the work was enormously increased. 
The new rules hav^ very much imucased tiie work on tlie Arms Act 
side. There are constant alterations and additions to llu‘ rules, aud 
exemptions and so forth have Immmi a fruitful s(>ur('(* of work to the 
Arms A/^t Dejiartment for the last Iw'o years. These two years we have 
had this department on a tomjxirarv basis in order that we may not con- 
firm it on too larpre a scale, until w^e have had a thorouprh (*x])erience of 
the w'ork. We have now decided to confirm it, hut in c*onfirmin(j: it the 
Commissioner of Polic(» has asked for this small aildition to his staff. 

Before 1920, the Arms Act staff consist'd of oih*> insjwv'for, on(‘ sub- 
insfH»ctor, tw'o ser^^’eants and two constables. Since then there has 
been an addition of an .Vssisfant Commissi(»ner, one insix'ctor, om* sub- 
inspeetor, two sei^^eants and four eonstabh's. We now' pr()|)ose to add 
one siil)-insfXH‘tor and one record-.supplit'r. That would 7iiake lhr(*e 
sub-inspectors. One’s dutv is to ins|)e<‘t all the licens<Ml di^pots, the 
licernsed arms jind iMproleum sho[>s ia lhf‘ north of th# town, and another’s 
dutv is to do tlie .same wruk in the south, while the third is r<Hjuir(‘d for 
miscellaneous in(|uiri(*s. Tlie noord-supplier is rerpiired because ow'injf 
to the Inr^^’e numb(*r of app]i<*ations for licenses w'hi< h are dyal( wn’th in 
the clerical departm<‘T»t , the one record-supjilier wv have is luvt siiflicitmt 
io avoid delavs, and it is economical to employ another re(>onl-su}»plier 
rather than woste the time of the clerks in having to hunt for files and 
papers that are wanted. 

T tnist that this TTonse will r^trard this additional csfahli.shnuuit as 
beinp: not unnecessary but reasonable. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: May I incjuire what has been 
the increase in the number of licensed pfodow ns and arms Hhoj>s during 
the last two or three y6^ar8? 

Tha Hofl’bla Mr, H, L. STEPHENSON: The only fi^.nire8 I have 
got now are of petroleum godowns. I find that in 1920, there were 200 
licensed petroleum jfodowns in Calcutta: in 1921, the numlx^r rose to 
371, and now I think it is over 400. 

Eai Radba Cbaran Pal Bahadur’s motion was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 


25 
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Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that the demand ol 
Rs. 5,778 under htvad “ ‘iG.—Police ” for entertainment of additional 
serj^eants, etc., for the Public Veliicles Department, he refused. 

From a inouKal of the .sui>]>lementary police budget, it seems to me 
thnt (loverTinicTit is in an extraordinary hurry to spend as much money 
on the police as they f‘an lieforc the Retrenchment Committee has had 
time to submit its report. Otherwise, how are we to explain this 
demand, the note against which says tliat mon‘ than a year ago, Gov- 
ernment gave jidminist rat 1 v(‘ sanction for 10 sergtuints and some other 
staff. They could manage without these two sergeants for one whole 
yi'ar, and now from Augtist fiext they ])ro])ose to appoint these two 
sergejints. It is most, likely that the ie]»(>rt of the Retrenchment 
(^ommittce, will 1 h‘ subniitteil befor(‘ Octolx'r, that is, before the next 
budj^et is fninu'd. That is the direction of (lovernment as far as I can 
understand. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr, H. E. Spry): Tin' direction is that th(‘ rcpoit should he submitted, 
if possible, before the end of this year. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: So I do n<d undeistaiid how the 
Public Y(diic1es Department will come to a deadlock without the assist- 
aTice of these two sergeants for these few months. Then, Sir, there 
is no reason why in this Pnhlii* Vehich‘s l)(*]>artni(‘nt con.stahles should 
not do the work very well. So, 1 cannot understand why we should 
sfXMid the hard-ear’ied tax-]>ayer’s money on this department just 
now. With these few words. T heg to move my residntion. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I have an identieal motion 
in my name, and I wish to |x>int out, in addition to what has fallen 
from my friend, that 1 am not om‘ of those wlio is anxious to reduce 
the poli<*e expenditure whether it is essential! v necessary or not. For 
my ])art T can tell you — T can tell the 11 on’ hie Member — that w^e are 
pra('ti(‘ally without police in our ]>art of the town. Instead of giving 
us sergeants, if the llon’Ide Member would increa.se the number of 
pahrnirnllns, tlu'y will allow us to enjoy our .slee]) in more security 
than we do at present. So, it must not be assumed that I am 
ngain.st jHdiie expenditure as a whole, hut I fail to understand what 
is till' use of having another eouple of sergeants when you have 
been so long managing with eight additional sergeants in the Public 
Vehicles De|>jirtment. Then, Sir, it is stated that on account of the 
transfer of tin' Public Vehicles Department from Fenwick Bazar to Benia- 
pukur, it is necc.saarv to have guards in two places, and, therefore, it is 
proposed to have three head constables — if T have followed the statement 
aright — and three constables. T do not know why this staff is necessary. 
It is prevsumed that it is wanted for guai-ding the two places, I do 
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not know whether the ordinary polite staff for puardinp the old Fen- 
wick Basar station will be retained — T have not frot these patticulara. 
At any rate, I do not know why this ex]>enditure on three head eon- 
4ta])les and three constables is necessary, for pnardinft another jilace, and 
further, I a^ra'in repeat — and it has l)een rei)ealed more than once in this 
House — all these items will require scrutiny by the lit^trefu hment 
Committee, and it is only a matter of three or four months. If we ffo 
on increasing in this way when we have got a small surplus of about 
Rs. 19 lakhs, I do not think we will be dealing with the Ttetrenchnnmt 
Committee very fairly. We shall be rather ham|>ering Them than 
helping them. 

The following motfon was, in the ab.sence of the member, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Babu AANADA CHARAN DUTTA: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 5J73 under head ‘2(). — Police— Scheme 2 ’ be reduced by Rs. 929.'' 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. 5,773 under head “ 2f).— Polic'o— vS(‘beme 2 " for the entertainment 
of additional sergeants, head-constables and constables for the Public 
Vehicles DejKu tment, l)e reduced by Us. 44(S. 

He delivered his sjH‘ech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

The siHMikers who prec(*ded me have* exjdained tlie reasons for, and 
the im]K)rtaTice of, tins motion. T have nothing to add to what has been 
said by them. T have come from a distant villagt* to c(M)|xMate with 
you and not to figlit with von. S<*eing that nothTng is being accepted 
by the (tovernment , I move this motion of mim* for the reduction of 
a small sum and it is for the TToidble Mi'inber to ac(*ept or 7 ’eject it. 
In suggesting this motion T left out the pay of two menijils at Us. 25 
and Us. IS, res|K‘ctiv(dv, and the <()st of their clothing, etc., wliicb 
amounts to Rs. 44S, I, Iniwever, leave it to the good s(*nse of the 
House. 

Kunrnr 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: ] move that the demand for 
Rs. 5,773 under bead “ 20. — Police — Scheme 2 ” f(>r th(- Public Vehicles 
Department of the (\ilcutta Police Force, be reduced bv Re. 1. 

Here, too, my amendment is based on a question of juinciple. T 
iiubmit that if expansion of work has iy»cessitated two more apiK)int> 
ments, let these apimintments go to the natives of the soil. If neces- 
«ary, let two sub-inspectors 1 k‘ appointed in place of two Europf*an 
sergeants. In the long run they will prove cheaper when the question 
of married sergeants' quarters comes up liefore the House. 

CHIEF 8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. J. Donald); The 

main objection to the proposals has reference to the financial fiosition 
of Government. In thin matter we do not consider that the Public 

25 a 
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Veliicles Department should really be a source of revenue and if we can 
manage to cover all expenditure necessary for the department within 
its receii)t8, we are doing well At present the receipts from the Public 
Vehicles Department are very much in excess of the expenditure, and 
there is ample margin, for keeping up the force to the required strength 
for the control of traffic. We can find the money and so the proposals 
are not affected by the financial ])osition. The proposed staff is really 
required. Last year theie were 2,200 more moior vehicles in Calcutta 
over the number in the ])r(*vi()iis y«*ar — including motor cars, taxis, 
lorries, etc., and it may be intc'resting to the members to know that 
as many as 1,^177 ihmsoiis were injuied in 1021 and 05 were killed as a 
result n{ accidents from motor vchi(d(‘s. ^I’lie idr‘a in 1920 was to 
appoint 10 scigeants. At that tunc tluMc vvis money rinly sufficient to 
jirrivide for eight seigeants and for that reason the Commissioner carried 
on with eight, but tli(‘ tiaffic conditions at the ])resent moment are 
becoming vm v ditficult. Then^ are not <‘noiigh sergeants moving about 
the streets c()ntrolHng tin* traffic and siM'ing that the regulations are 
observed. Part of the exp(*nditiire is due to the fact that the depot 
at Tlenia|»ukin‘ has br‘(‘n added to lemove the enugestion at Fenwick 
Ilazar, and tin* staff of head-consfahh's and constables whi(di we have 
provided for is intended mainly for Benia[Mikur. It is a very small 
staff of fln<'(‘ li(‘ud-eonst a hit's and flnet* (•(Uistai)l('s 1o guard the pro- 
|H'rty night and day. Ht'ad-i'onsfablt's and (•oiistal)les ai‘t* not fitted for 
the work for which stM'gcanfs are retjuirtMl, naintdy, for ninuing all over 
('alculta, setu’ng tliaf tht' rt'gulations are ohMU vod and that the traffic is 
kepi in order. There is a hig surplus in this de])artment from which 
we want to nu'ct this small exptuiditure, and on financial grounds, 
therefore, there is no tdiiection to the ex]>tniditurp. The staff proposed 
is atduallv retjuirtMl and I must oppose the anuMidnient. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Is it the ixdicy of Government 
to keep a ('ostly utkI extravagant staff simjdy In'cause one particular 
department is making some profit, as was suggested hy Mr. Donald? 

Mr, J. DONALD: The staff we luopose is neither extravagant nor 
costly having regard to the work doiu‘. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA; I move that the demand of 

Rs. 41, (>15 under head “ 2(1. — ;Poli(H* ” for the recurring cost of the extra 
mounted police and motor vehicles for the Calcutta police be refused. 

I fully lealise the great responsibility that has devolved upon this 
Council because of the bold decdaratioii made by His hixcellency the Gov- 
ernor. that he leaves the final decision of this matter in the hands of the 
Cxmncil. Ibis declaration to abandon his jxiwer of restoring a rejected 
grant in a reserved subject, s|H'cially in such a pei subject like the police, 
must appeal to all members of this Council, which has so long worked in 
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j fettered atmosphere of a hopeless dyarchy. I sincerely trust that 
; this decision is not a temj>orary one, hut will always he followed in all the 
leserved subjects. When, therefore, 1 move (hat this demand for the 
extra mounted police be refused, 1 do so, not in any frivolous or t‘aj>tious 
spirit, but with the full consciousness of this ^reat responsibility — so 
justly transferred to our shoulders. 

Much capital has been soufjht to be made of the fact that this extrh 
mounted police wa^s sanctioned by this (\)uncil in Jaiiiiary last, and it 
has been freely alleged tliat if this (\)un<‘il refuse<l this ^j^rant in March 
last by the narrow majority of one, it must hav(‘ laam done so in ciiciim- 
stances which were not fully understotMl, so nnnh so that it apiH‘ared to 
His Excellency thflt there was a (‘onsidtTahle element of doulit as to 
whether this vote really ropr(‘sented the considered opinion of the Coun- 
cil. 

Wit4u)ut w’ishin^f in any way to criticise the o]>inion <d' His Kxcel- 
lency, may T protest most vcdiemontly against the source of information 
and assurance, that has been siipjdied to His Kxcellen(‘v and whic h is 
evidently contrary to facts as T shall pnvsently show. 

I know^ that this Houncil has unfortunately ^^one hju-k on its own 
vote on two distinct occasions, once by sanctioninjx Hs. 2d lakhs which 
it had once refused and a^ain b\ sanctioning a ^nant to continue to keep 
the ixditical prisomus in jail, it bad itscdf chu ided tliat tlu'y sliould 
bo set free. T fully realise (hat this t^uim il has tlius laid itscdf open to 
the sti^i^ma of not knowing its own mind— to the stijrnia of the* majority 
of one vote — even if that majority wen* obtained in I In* teeth of the stnui- 
iious activities of the Hovernment whips, heinj^ r(•frarded as not repre- 
senting^ the ('onsidered opinion of Hu* (huincil. Hnt i can assure the (Gov- 
ernment that there has b(*en no misconcept icni in this matter. If th(‘re 
was any slij^ht misnnderstandin<^, there w'as reason for it yn the* first 
occasion, wdien the fi^rant was sanctioned; there was none on the second 
occasion, when the prant was lefused, as I shall j)r(‘sentlv show. May 
I ask, Sir, if the majority had been more* Hum one, w cvnld (lovernineiit 
have accepted tlie decision of the (’onncil? Have they done so in the 
past, when that dec ision has ij-onc^airainst the w'islj(>s of (lie ( fovc'inmcuit ? 

A mere glance at the speech of the Hon’hle Sir Henry Wheeler, 
delivered on the first occasion of his asking the grant on tlie dOth Jan- 
uary last, will convince the House that it was no ordinary grant. It 
was not a grant that had been brought wp in the regular course of the 
expansion of the Police Depiirtment at the time of the prc*])aration of the 
financial budget of 1921-22. The ronnnissi(mer of Police iniglit have 
asked for his expansion long ago, but the Hon’ble Member did not think 
it important enough to give it a plac e in the budget of H)21-22. T can 
make bold to say that had not the hartal x and other ac tivities of the non- 
oo-onerators upset the nerves of the authorities, we might not have* heard 
of this demand at all, though the first demand in January was described 
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by the Government as a permanent demand, the fact that the whole 
speech of Sir Henry Wheeler was obsessed with the extraordinary 
situation in (^dcutta, the fact that it was brought in hot haste at the fag- 
enil of tlic year, when there remained barely two months before the 
close of the financial year, must have overwhelmed the Council with the 
belief that it was an extraordinary mejisure. 

" I shall take the lil)erty of ({uotiiig the following |)assage8 from the 
lion’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s speech and these quotations will convince 
the members of this (’ouncil that this demand was not an ordinary 
demand. This is what the Hon’ble Sir li(‘nry Wheeler said on the 30th 
January last: — 

Put bnofly this waK ronsidert'd by Govi^rulUent to be necessary 

in order to strerifj;ttieri tlie Calcutta Pidue to me<4. tlie very dangerous situation 
which existed in this city since the middle of Novembc*!- last, and wbicb still 
exists. 

Then again: — 

We have attemjits to form unlawful and disorderly jiroeessions, to hold 
forbidden meetings and to revise the old methods of picketing and intimidation. 

Then again: — 

Naturally, the roping with tins situation has thrown a grievous burden of work 
and responsibility uixm the police. 

Then again : — 

A considerable part of thi^ exjMmditure for whidi funds are now' sought has 
Iw^en incurred, and I think it wull !k‘ ngreeil that, m tlie circumstances, this was 
inevitable. 

Here was the cat (Cil of the hag. 'Phe (icvemnient in a panic had 
already incurred most of the exjienditure, had appointed the mounted 
police and bought tlie motor lorries, and it was ordy a sort of an eye-wash 
that the Council was asked to sanction tin* money. This was not the only 
occasion when the (lovcrnment had spent money first and come to the 
Council afterwards foi' the grant of that moiH*y, and let me take 
this occasion of (*ntcring my prot(*st — my velicmeiit piDtest — against this 
procedure, this ( aniouflage of asking- for money after it has been already 
spiMit. 1 r(>meml)er jKO-feetly well that fhe (lovernment whips and even 
.some of tile compaiatively inde]H*ndent nn'inbeis said, well, it was an 
extraordinar\ situation, the money has been s|K‘nt at any rate, most of 
it has Ihhui s|H‘iit, how (-an yon refuse* the money now^ When the 
|>ermaneiit demand eomes in tly* next budget, i.r., in March, we shall 
see to it. That was the impression of the (Viineil. If I am not mis- 
taken, Sir, this was how the grant was made in January and now the- 
(tovernmeiil (juite coolly says that the (\mneil saiu-tioned the permanent 
increase in January and was wrong in refusing the grant in March. 

I do not understand this mentality. 

Another piece of evidence taken from the budget of 1922-23, will con- 
vince the House that this grant was an extraordinary one. When the 
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; ^budget of 1922-23 was drawn in October, 1921, this item of extra mount- 
ed police had not found a place in the budget. The Government had 
only kept a sum of one lakh under the vague item of meeting political 
situation. The scheme of tlie extm mounted |K)li<‘e hud not matured 
and had not been budgeted for. This is the only reason why, at the 
March session of the Council, during the luidget ilisciissions, the lion* hie 
Sir Henry Wheeler had to apologise for having, to some exl<uit, misled 
the Coun(‘il by the bum in which the (Uitry found its ]d:u‘e in the bud- 
get. Thai this demand for the extra mount<‘d police was tht‘ outcome 
of an emergent situation, will also l)e clear from Sir Henry Wheeler’s 
reply to the amendment of Professor S. (\ 'Mukluuji in March last. 
Tlds is what he sai^l : — 

When we came to exnmin% <»ur resounes in <‘(»!inertiar» witli rt‘(’cnt cventH, 
the CommiHsioner of Police pressed upon us, the undenmhle clMiin that existcHl 
for sirenKthoning the Mounted P(u<«> iii (’ahuttu. 

• 

So, it is (dear that it was in connection with th(»s(‘ nucnt cv<‘nts that 
the scheme matured. The Hon’ble Sir IbuiiN Wlnuder even in Male h, 
1922, admitted that this necessity tor tin* (‘\tra mounted }>oli(‘e was the 
outcome of the extraordinary situation. Then, was it any wonder that 
the majority of th(‘ nuMubers of this Pouiu il lMdic\cd in .lanuary that 
this extra mounted jsilicc was n(‘c(‘ssitat(*d by the (‘xtraordinai y situation 
and that they should not deny it as long as that (extraordinary situation 
lasted ? 

When the demand came up in Manh, the (/onncil, I think, (juite 
justly thought that, as the political situation had improved, there was 
no jnstifi<‘ation foi coat luuing this poli((‘. It the ^il iiat ion grew worse 
at any future time, lh(^ Government could easily ajipoint new men as 
they had already do?)(‘ in Ih'ccmlxM’, P)2I. The CouimiI, therefore, 
refused the grant. I say (hdiluuately that the voting did i(‘i)ies('nt tlui 
considered opinion of this Council: wdiat justification (un tlicrc be for 
the in.sinuation that the ('ouncil did not know its own mind':' If the 
bureaucratic executive adxiscd His pxctdhuicv to rcst(m‘ the grant by 
laying the blame on the Council, the responsibility for this obstinate 
attitude must lest on the shoulder. s of (he (‘Xccutiv(*. It would not do to 
lay the blame on the Couucil amf sav that it did not know what it was 
doing. Because the Council came to the help of the (Tovcnmnuit with 
the large grant of Us. 2i lakhs in January, it is now' heing' rewarded 
with an insulting (‘oiitiuni)! for its opinion in March. I'his is retribution. 

Let U8 now look at thi.s fresh argument of the Governimuii, viz., that 
the Calcutta mounted police is very much undermanned in comparison 
with Bombay. This argument has, T Ikmii*, safisfied the Police .Standing 
Committee. May 1 ask the members of the Police Standing (Committee, 
if they are satisfied that the conditions in Ihyrnbay and (’alcutta are 
similar? Did they take note of the great diflferenre of events that 
happened in Bombay and Calcutta during the visit of Ilif Royal 
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Highness the Prince of Wales in each city? May I ask the members 
of the Police Standing Committee, if they know that the cost of the 
Bombay city police is much less than that of the Calcutta city police? 
They will find this information in Mr. Gourlay’s book on the history of 
the Bengal Police. I commend that book to the members of the Police 
Standing Committee. If Government want to bring the Calcutta police 
on a level with the Bombay jxdice, let them bring the expenses in a 
line also. Let them reorganise their force by abolishing some of their 
unnecessary Deputy Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners of 
Police. They can easily find moiiey for the expansion of their mounted 
police. Unl(‘HS they do this, the Coumdl will not be justified in sanc- 
tioning the extra grant. 

So much for the mounted police. Thf ordinary mounted police 
for Calcutta is quite sufficient for ordinary puiqmses. if any extraord- 
inary situatiofi arises in future, the (’ouncil will be quite ready, as it has 
been in the j>asi l/o sanction a grant for meeting an emergent situation. 
As for motor transport, it was needed to move the jH)li(“e quickly from 
place to place during those stormy days, when Government thought 
that their presence was m‘cessary all over the city. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: J hois^ Mr. Dutla you will be brief. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: One minute more, Sir. 

But these are quiet and placid times and we ( iinnot allow the Calcutta 
police the luxury of enjoying motor drives at tlie expense of the poor 
Uix-pay(‘r. H a stuious situation Ihreatcms to ai ise again, the Govern- 
ment can easily hire lorries from several motor transport companies that 
are springing up in tiiis city or can even purchase some as they did last 
winter. Let them sell ofV those lorries, that they must find unnecessary 
now. 

1 entrt'ut my fellow members to remember the dignity of this Council. 
Let them not he swayed by outside considenitioii : let not every breath of 
wind change their mind. Ijet them not behave like silly children — 
to-day of one mind and lo-moirow of anotlKu ! Let it not l)e said that 
only cliihlren have got the franchi.se in this ('ouncil. If a majority of one 
vote expressed their honest opinion then, let that majority be overwhelm- 
ing to-day, so that no one may have any doubt as to wdiat the Council 
really think of these* ever-increasing recurring demands of the Police 
Department, 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Before I say anything, 

I must express my gratitude to His Excellency for allowing us an 
opportunity to consider this question again. I allowed my friend Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta to move this resolution as 1 was anxious to bear 
him because he had been sitting on the Police Committee for some time 
and considering the situation and was therefore in a better position to 
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>^dg« the necessity of another permanent addition to the police arrant, 
in January, when the question was raised, 1 had some suspicioii in my 
mind that possibly it was a permanent addition and I niised my voice 
against it, but it was the speech of the Uoirble Sir Henry Wheeler 
which gave us the impression that it was only temj>orary and in that 
view it was granted. When again the (luestion arose in March we 
raised our voices against it. Whatever may he the opinion of lljs 
Excellency because it was carried by a majority of only one vote, 
circumstanced as we are, we know that in this (\nincil to carry a reso- 
lution against the opposition of the officials and their snjjportcrs is no 
small matter. It is much and 1 do not tliiiik that to-day even if we 
carry the motion, it^will he, as my friend c‘()nfidently hopes, by an over- 
whelming majority. I do ^^ot wish to take up the time of the (\mncil 
any more as my friend has already dealt with the snhje< t at some hmgth. 
One retrenchment committee is already considering the (luestion and 
another*retrenchment committee is sitting. I dc) not think that this is 
the time to add a heavy jH‘rnianent item to the police grant. As far as 
I know, nothing has happened to (diaiige our oj)inion which we 
expressed in March last. 

With these few words, T beg to support the motion of my friend 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 


Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: The enormous imrease in ])o)iLe 
exj^tuiditure is causing grave anxiety to the ixMiplc of Bengal. It is 
like an o<‘t(»pus ever stretching, cv(‘r expanding and ever grasping. Its 
thirst is insatiable and un(juenebat)le. Tliis department do(‘s not eat 
but it gormandises. Within the last 10 years, tlf^* police expenditure 
has gone up from Rs. ()7,d7,r)8() to Rs. 181 lakhs. Rjii Jogendra 
Chunder (yhose Bahadur drew the attention of this (V)iincil in his last 
budget speech to this abnormal increase. In ten years 1 he ^expenditure 
has gone uj) by 150 jicr cent. This <lepartnient has swallowed up one- 
fifth of the revenue and still it is not satisfied. Still it comes and ask.s 
for further grants. I wish tin* (Jovernm(*nt of Bengal had shown one- 
tenth of their solicitude for the expansion of jirimary education. The 
Government have taken 108 y<*aMs in raising the grant for primary 
education from one lakh to 24 lakhs of rupees; in 1814, this Govern- 
ment made a grant of one lakh of rupees for jirimary eclin^ation. A 
century has gone — more than a century has elajised — and in 1022-23 
the Government have granted only Rs, 24 lakhs for jirimury c^lucation. 
If the Hon’ble the Minister for Kducation had one-fourth cjf the pcdice 
grant, things would have been different in this provinc;e. (doming to 
the specific point or item, the Hon ’hie Member who was in charge of 
this department (now His Excellency Sir Henry Wheeler, the Governor 
of Bihar and Orissa) said : — 

lam sorry that the form in which this c*ntry apjiearH in the Budget haw, perhaps, 
not altogether unreasonably, given rise to the niisundenitanding which underUea 
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most of the 8i>eeche8 which we have heard. But in excuse I would only reinuud the 
Council that the Budf!;et is compiled in October and November last, and once an entry 
^ets in a particular form, even althougli it be properly amended later, it is likely 
to overlooked and to continue as it came in, 

I feel that there was absolutely no wronpf entry. It was in October and 
November, 1921, that non-co-operation was in very ^<reat visjonr. The 
non-co-operators were carry in^j: on their campafrin in a most vij^orous 
manner just at that lime— in October and November, 1921, — and the 
Department was pcrfe(dly correct and perfectly honest in puttings in 
that entry. Hut in six months’ time, ?./?., by the lime it came befoie 
the Legislative f’ouncil in March last, non-co-operation was dead and 
when 1 introduced this very matter in the Legislative Council, in my 
speech T made it i>erfectly clear that miU-co-ojieration was either dead 
or was in a moribund condition or suspended animation and I was per- 
fectly correct. Therefore, there was no mistake in the entry and there 
was no necessity for the demand by March, 1922. The ilon’ble 
Member in charge was compelled to make out a new case and he did 
make out a new case. My only ])oint is that there was absolutely no 
misunderstanding. 

Now' coming to the (piestion whether a permanent strenglhejiing of 
the Calcutta Police, Mounted Force, is needed, may I be permitted just 
to (juote another passage from Sir Henry Wheeler’s speeeh delivered 
<»n the 22nd March this yeari* — 

The Hoeond i^ortion of tluN grant Iiun reh'ronce io tlu> Mounted Force. When 
we cuine to examine our rewmrees, in connection vitli rrcfnt exiuits [marit fhe 
ejrpr^ssKtfi j the (’oniinissionor of Police pressed on us tlie undeniable elairn that 
existed for strengthening tlic Mounted Force in (ahutta and for giving them a 
rate of ]»u.v which would keep tl.i'ni in service 

I thoroughly jipprmiated that tire Dejmrtment felt that in the light 
of juist exfierienee some strenglhening was nei essary, but wlrat are the 
facts to-day? Wliere is non-co-ojreration to-day? AVheie are its 
activities? It is dead. It is gone and tire non-co-opeiatoi's are revis- 
ing their old programme. Therefore, the permanent strengthening of 
the (’alcuita Police, Mounted Force, absolutely falls to the ground. 
There is absolutely no necessity for iC If there is u reasonable body 
in this couiitr'y, it is tlie Legislative (\mn(‘il of Bengal. When the 
exigencies of the circumstances demanded it, we came to the rescue of 
till* (LivcnirntMil, 'Phus wIumi the (Toverumeut of Bengal wanted 
lls. 2.M,0()(I to meet the non-(‘o-opera tors’ activities and to meet the 
political situation, with much alacrity this (Vmncil came to the rescue 
of the (lovernrnent and gave them the money. When you are in real 
need, you come to us. We are not unreasonable, we are not children, 
we know that the Police is an important Department of Government 
and it must be helped when the occasion demands it. There is absolu- 
tely no occasion for it now and T bop<‘ that the members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council will rise to the occasion, w’ill remember their own* 
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and will reject the demand whic h is absolutely unnecessary 
unreasonable. 

BalNI NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: 1 have nothing very 
important or useful to .say in support oi ibis motion. So, I do not like 
to take up the time of the C’ouncil by makin^^ a speech. 1 simply 
support the motion as a similar one stands in my name. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I beg^ to move that the 
demand for Rs. 41,615 under head ** 26. — Police — Scheme' d,” for extra 
mounted force and running; expenses of mot<n vehii les of the (’ahiitta 
Police Force, be reduced by Hs. dd,5()5, b<'in;r the c >st ioi- the extra 
mounted force. • 

It has been observed ihi^ oii the 22nd (d‘ March, our \(‘tin^ on this 
demand was done in <*ircumstances which wene not fully understood. 
But, Sir^ is that statement based on correct intormat ion ^ Did not Sir 
Henry Wheeler, the then Member in charge, try his utmost to make it 
appear that the demand was not needed tor a mere jaditn ai exigency, but 
that a permanent ormimentaticm of the (’alcntta Polic e Itad hecii thought 
imperative, that the very stability of the Slate dc'pended alo»ig with 
other showy additions to the Police' Kor<‘c* on thc^ sudden trebling of 
the number of the e(|uestrian i>c)licemen in ('ah uttar' Sir llc'iirv 
Wheeler had explained all these to us and we went into the 
division lobby with the full explanatory speech of Sir Henry still ring- 
ing in our ears. There was no misccmcc'pt ion, no rnisnnehu standing. 
We knew’ lull well that a j)erniam‘nl charge was being foisted upon tis, 
and a passing eluillition of public tc'c'litig causcul ])y the* non-co-opc*rators 
w’as being exj»loit(‘d fully for the aggrandl.^c*m(‘nt the Police for one 
of its show’V aj>|H*ndages. 'I'hose ol n> who hapjH'ii to make* some stay 
in (\ileutta know how these sowars aic* employed. Tlu'v an* mostly 
found for about two heuns in the evening at crossings, 10*04 about the 
Government House* and the maidan, NVing in thc*ir statucsiiin* In'auly 
wdth the bronze statutes on the maidan, glorying and glorified in their 
supreme inac'iivity. They aie als») sometimes seen in the football 
season near the football grounds jilying their whips imjiartially on the 
c'oloured crowds that gather rouiwl the football niatclies. They might 
make the bac*ks of the natives smart by their caresses, they might till 
the heart of the Commissioner of Police with pride, and delight, hut is 
such work enough justification for maintaining such a costly lot? 
Why, they are never seen jratrolling in those (juarleis where day- 
light robbery is rife; they are not seen in Banstolla (iiilly nor in any 
other ^oow^fl-infested cpiarter in Northeni Calcutta where cpiick pur- 
suit might be needed. Well, Sir, is that such a justifievation that a vote 
by a majority of the Counc il should be relegated to the waste paper 
basket? It has been .said, Sir, that the nmjc»iity was a majority of one 
Unly, and such a narrow majority in the Counc il caiuld l>e safely neglect- 
edv This statement ha.s been made by a British statesman from whom 
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we (lid expect a better understanding of our position in the Council. 
I confess that we cannot but vi(»w with alarm and dismay the attitude 
taken by him. This has naturally h‘d us to seriously question as to 
what constitutes a proper and correct majority in the estimation of the 
Government, We have now^ worked in this Council for over 18 ‘months 
and within that period the Government has been defeated on several 
occasions and by big majorities; there was at least one instance in which 
all the non-official members who took part in the division voted against 
the Government. Hut we all know with what respect those majorities 
were treated. I’he Government of India A(‘t authorises the Local 
Government to treat our votes in any way it pleases, so why this little 
joke that the majority was a majority of one only, and so it could with 
a clear conscience be brushed aside? Anch.the minority consisting of 
whom? Mainly of Government members — 

Who are not to reuNon why, » 

Hut at Horr’ Hignal (ry out “ Aye.” 

Now, Sir, J turn to th<‘ |H‘rnicious piactice which has creeped in of 
late into our administration, namely, the so-called reconsideration by 
the (-ouinul of its own dei isions. It is one thing (‘ertifying a grant 
when the (iovernment is bent upon having the money, no matter what 
the representativ(\s of the people may think of it, but it is another w'hen, 
ill the name of allowing the (’ouncil to reconsider its own decision, it is 
submitted b) us over and over again. To sonn* it may appear sweet as 
showing the Government soli(*ito\is for our ojnnion, hut is it not 
otherwise insulting to our int(dligence? Are we not thus only in other 
words asked to demiunce ourselves, to eondemn our own decisions, to 
foreswear our own judgment? If yon have no contideiice in ns; if you 
cannot trust our judgment, do whatever \ou })lease, decry us, but pray 
do not affect the good master by giving to us the whip handle to whip 
onrselv(‘s. ^Phere may be some amongst us who under ^uch compulsion 
may eat tlie humble pie with a face affecting a very knowing smile, may 
cry tolui and jinll themselves by their ears and noses, but remember 
what indignities the Government thus asks us to heap upon ourselves, 
Kveii in the very first session of its existence, this Council . by sanction- 
ing a part of the jMdice demand after having once refused it, has already 
won for itself the unenviable reputation of a vacillating lot, ignorant of 
its own mind, hut cowering when a :iihcr(htst show’ is jmt up, whenever 
suffieieiitly bullied. . ’ 

It is no good vsaying that this gives us an opportunity of rectifying 
our ow n mistakes. Sir, there may be an honest difference of opinion 
b(‘tween a representative Council and a bureaucratic executive. And in 
such a case, when, under the present constitution, the immovaWe exe- 
cutive is empowered tot.ally to ignore us, why should not the honest 
jiower of (ertifying the demands lie resorted to? But what is this? 
Does this redound to the glory of the Government, or to the dignity of 
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fHirselYesP And, Sir, what have we done? To put our action at the 
Worat, we have disallow’ed a demand which was entirely for a ijew pur- 
pose and without which we have continued to exist so long. Even if 
W6 erred, our action did not go bevond leaving the things in stntus quo. 
What was then the harm in carrying out our wishes and giving us an 
opportunity to judge the result of our adverse* vote? In the Tiegislative 
Assembly at Delhi, the authorities have done this, and India has not 
gone to pieces as yet. JUit what do we firul here? \\v find the 
Government making eyes at us whenever we make an attempt to use our 
discretion and the Government forcing us somehow <n’ other to go hack 
upon our own decisions. I ap])ea] to the memhers to hear in mind the 
dignity of the Hous^ w^hen they go into the division lobby. Let not the 
members be carried away hj a belief that a defeat to-day will teach the 
so-called opposition a much-needed lesson. For in a Governrmmt w’ith 
an immovable executive, there can be no party opposition. All non- 
official members hen* must join hands and see that the Government is 
carried on in accordance with the wishes of the people, and that the dig- 
nity and honour of the House as a whole b(‘ not tiirnished. Let the 
members reinembeT’ that our first and foremost duty liere is to secure 
the supremacy of tlie legislature over the executive. What was o!ir 
position this time last year, and what is it to-day? Has tin* House 
pondered over it for a moment? Has not the House noticed how^ the 
official grip is tightened and is slowdy hut surely^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: May I rise to a point of 
order? Is the member in order in making these remarks? 

• 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: ^ ou are not in order, Kumar Sahib. 
You must confine your attention to the motion before the House. 

• 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; If (hos,. remarks are 
unpleasant, I shall not make them. ()n<e more T appeal to the House 
to ponder over all these before it.self ii]), before foresweai inir 

itself. “ 

The following motion was deemed to be withdrawn, as the member 
was absent : — 

DHONE ADOY; “ That the deinund of Rs. 41,616 
under head ‘ 26.— Police— Scheme 3 ’ fo? Kxtra Mounted Force for the 
Calcutta Police and running expenses of motor vehicles, be reduced to 
Es. 26,000.” 


SHAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ moved that the demand of 
Be. 41,615 under head ” 26.— Police— Scheme 3 ” he reduced bv 
Be. 13,000. ' 
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, He delivered his speech in Beiij^ali, a translation of which 10 ftS 
follows — 

As is understood, this is an unnecessary expenditure and I suggest 
that the whole amount be refused. We want to do good to our people, 
but at the same time we do not envy the Government. It is, however, 
for the Government either to a(*cept or to reject the motion. As has been 
said by a J’ersian poet: “ We have said much, but it has produced no 
effect.” 

I, however, withdraw my motion in favour of the motion of Babu 
Indu Bhushan Diitta. 

The motion was then, by leave of the (’ouncil, withdrawn. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; I desire to support 
the motions which have Ixhmi ]>ut before tne (\)uncil. I desire to say 
tliat the decision which we came to on tlie previous occasion was the 
right one; that decision was based u]>on arguments and facts which 
w'ere brought forward before the House. There was one prevailing 
idea in the minds of the members of the Council at that tinje, and that 
was (he reduction of the poli<e demand. We asked for a retrenchment 
committee to consider this reduction, and this committee is now sitting; 
it has u<»t finisljed its deliberations, and yet there is this demand before 
us for a grant of Rs. 41, (>00. The reasons for this demahd are not 
clear to the (\)uncil. 4'he same state of things which existed in January 
last does exist now, and, therefore, it is a matter for the serious con- 
sideration of ('V(u v nuMuber of tin* Council wlielher this grant — a grant 
of such a targe amount as Rs. 41.000 - is to be allow’ed. If we are told 
that oui’ decision was faulty, ni) answer is that fiesh materials have not 
been brought before us, which would just if \ us in admitting that our 
decision was wrong. We are t<dd that the de('ision was given by a 
majority of one vote only, but, Sir, 1 hav(* always ]>reached in this 
(\>uncil that the voic(‘ of the majority must 1h‘ carried, Iwcause there is 
a tone of finalit\ attached to it. If w(‘ ar(‘ asked to review our judg- 
ment, 1 coiujdain that materials are not Indon' the House, and if fresh 
materials are wanting — one should not ask that the judgment should be 
reviewed again and again. Whatever that may be, Babu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta has explained the reason why at the meeting of the (vOiincil in 
March last, the ]H)lice grant was refused. Will it not be the duty of 
the memhei’s of the Council to stick to that decision? Will they prove 
themselves wise in such matters by changing their previous opinion 
unless fresh information on the subject is placed before them? It is 
for the confirmation of our previous opinion that I desire to .say these 
few words in siipjwrt of the motions. 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: It is with diffidence 

that T rise to support the amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Ihitta, not 
because I do not feel sure that the position I am endorsing is correct, 
but because of the attendant circumstances which are known to all the 
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V^nleixibers of the Council. 1 must say that we have grivcn to this subject 
OOtuch thought, attention, and even tribulation, and the candcuir with 
^^ich His Excellency has treated us, and the confidence that he has 
been pleased to repose in us, make it incumbent on us to treat this 
amendment with the most anxious <‘onsideration, and the (Government 
may rest assured that with the sympathetic attitude of the present head 
of the Government towaids the po>\ers and prestige of the Council, this 
Council, and certainly the opposition, will coritinue in its turn to pay the 
utmost regard to the Avishes of His Kxcellemy. I consider it, however, 
necessary to say that the rejection of the grant at the last Council, 
even though it was by one vote, does not imply that it was not an index 
of the true mind •of the ('ouncil, or that it was an nnconsidered 
measure. We know full w^^ll, and we ourselves have enunciated it, that 
a Budget grant ought not to he lightly inlerfeied with, as tin* burden of 
the administration is on the shoulders of those who move for the grunt, 
but there are some of us indeed who are apt to eushi ine a budget grant, 
as a manifestation of a superior and sanetified wisdom. Smh will 
always support the grant whatever the merits, and will always unduly 
weight the Government party with their suiiport. But for those who 
oppose it, reasonable and powerful grounds must he made out for their 
opposition, and the grounds must he powerful enough to outweigh the 
sentiment attached to a Budget demand. 


On general firimijiles, namely, the distrust we entertain for the 
Calcutta Police and its adininistrat ion, for its extravagaiu'c, no less 
than that for its methods, we should be justified in refusing grants that 
make for further expenditure, and my ajipeal on tlfis pi>int is particular- 
ly to my friends, the mufassal memhers. For we feel the (leej>est 
resentinent for which we cannot find sufheient words, at the sight of a 
plethora of Deputy ('oiumissioncrs of Police ami As.sistmit (Commis- 
sioners of Police sustaining tlic Comniissioner of JN»lice in (’alcutta, we 
regard with dismay the onward inaich of cxi>enditui(* in th(‘ nuinher of 
new outposts and thaiias r reated in tlie interesth of the l*olice service, 
we view with alarm the increase in the numlK‘r of oflicers and constahles 
and sergeants and police accessaries. Kven that new arm, the Traffic 
Police, has earned for itself soon, too soon, an unenviable reputation 
that the rest of the Police sei-vice in Calcutta may very wrdl be jrroud of. 

Therefore, Sir, at this time we are ntt prepared, we rrught not to be 
prepared, to grant any money to the Calcutta Police, which will add to 
their expenditure, unless we considered it absolutely essential. Now, 
Sir, I grant that the fact that we have been able to do with 20 Mounted 
Police for so long is in itself no ground for saying that we can do Avith- 
out them for ever, or that a new situation has not arisen to justify their 
existence. But the onus of proving this new situation is on the Govem- 
netit. How does the Government justify it? Not with refefence to 
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a new situation which has come and passed, but by saying : you your* 
selves l^ave passed it some time ago, and this is your doing.^^ The 
circumstances under which the Council endorsed it have been detailed hy 
Mr. Indu Jlhushan Dutta, and it is clear that it was never the intention 
of the Council to add a permanent additional burden on the revenues. It 
was to meet an emergent measure, this is a question of fact, and these 
days of emergency have fortunately passtnl, and when the days of emei*- 
gency passed and the (Council noted it, it promptly refused the grant in 
the exercise of its political commonsense. And the expenditure, too, 
had been incurred by (iovernmerit before it came to the Council for its 
sanction, and then it could say with some force that the expenditure 
having been incurred, and Government having undertaken a liability, it 
was our duty to provide the money, lad »M)t then Government tell us 
that we were responsible for this body of police and throw the blame of 
its creation on us. Let them not tell us that we sanctioned a permanent 
measure, wliatever the Hoii’ble Member miglit have said in the midst 
of a demand of grant for an expenditure already incurred. Moreover, 
those of us in. Calcutta wh(» still rememlxu the great days that we have 
passed through, would like to revise our j\ulginent as regards ornament- 
ing or strenglhening the (^ilcutta Police and ])rovi(ling it with further 
weapons for riding roughshod, literally ami metn])horically, over the 
people of f-alcutta. And furthei', a position once justified cannot be 
considered always to he justified, but must continue to be justified — this 
is (dearly the primu'ple which underlies all ])iidget demands — and though 
it is not given us to ( hange our mind with (‘V(‘i v passing breeze, if we are 
certain, as we are certain in this instance, that this is nothing else than 
sheer extravagance, and sheer ])om]), and a slie«n‘ attempt to fasten 
further chains round our necks, and that the need for a force cieated to 
meet an emergency has passed, then it is our duty, before this grows 
into a permanent institution, too firmly r(M>te(l to be dislodged, to do 
away with it now and prevent further and uniUMessary burdens. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: His Excellency the 
Governor has placed us in a very delicati^ position. He has trusted us, 
and, therefore, it is our duty to consider this question impartially to 
the Inist of our judgment. I do not l>elieve that His hlxcellency the 
Governor, if we vote against this grant, will exercise his power of 
(certifying it. That is one reason why we should incline in favour of 
this grant. He has not howev er, told us what he has in his mind. 
Further, I was one of those who voted against this grant on the last 
occasion. Tt was then (dearly understood that the grant that was then 
asked for, was for that period only. There was no intention of renewing 
it. I say this with i^eHeet confidence. I have the highest authoi^ity foi 
saving so. When a jKution of the grant was refused by us, I was 
told that Government had made arrangements, and it would disturb 
those arrangements to refuse this grant. Now it was the bounden duty 
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witHi the Government^ when asking for this grant, to tell us what reasons 
j had for renewing it. They did not state it at the time. They 
ikid, the increased Mounted Force and Motor Transj)ort were sano- 
tioned, and the cost for 1921-22 was voted by the Ix'gislutive Council 
in January, The demand for this gear’s expenditure was not voted, 
and His Excellency the Governor certified it. Is that a reason? It 
was their clear duty to give us reasons why they are renewing this 
demand. I am fully cons(‘ious» Sir, that Calcutta is a city not inhabited 
by the mild Hindu Hengalis now ; they an^ in the inim>rity; we know 
that the need for the ])reservati()n of the peace is niudi greater now than 
it was before, but the GovernimMit has not said that. TIn'v state that 
it is re(|uired for i)olilical oft'endtus and political agitation; but that 
agitation has passetf away. Why then should this grant In* renew(Kl ? 
We have heard no reason \#hat.s(M‘^ver. I told the (\>uncil at the time 
that what was reijuired w'as a strong hand at th(‘ head of the Govern- 
ment, aiid T belit^ve that, with fjoid Lvtton, a strong hand has come. 
He is a man w'ho knows his ow’n mind, ami, thendore, if the stiong 
hand is there, the countrv should b(‘ at ])ea(‘t\ That is my opinion. 
But if we have not got a sircmg hand holding the reins, millions of 
money spent on poli<‘e will not k(‘ep tin* countrv in older. I sav, there- 
fore, you must hav(‘ a strong hand and redina* expenditure* and let the 
countrv lune the benefits of stnuig rub*, and then there wdll be no 
necessity for this increased <*\p(*nditure. 


Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I was one of those who spoke against 
a similar motion on tin* last occasion, and 1 may say at once that 
nothing has happem*d sinee* tlH*n lo indm*i* im* to change my opinion. 
The present <lis(‘ussion raises a very im|>ortant ^iifestion of principle, 
and it is for this reason that I liave* vcntun*d to intei v<*ne in this debate 
and to take up Ihe time of the Council even for a few minutes. Gn 
the last occasion, a similar demand was not voted h\ the, Council, it 
is true, by a majority cf one vote*. Whatever tlie majoiitv or minority 
may have hef'ii, that was the dec ision of the Council, and it was (|uife 
within His Kxrellem v’s riglits, under the Government of India Act, 
to certify the grant. The cpiestion bus again ( onn* u[» In'fore the (V>un- 
cil, because Ilis Exc'elleiiev rc’fu.vd to certify any money sufficient for 
expenditure bevond the month of July. Now, in my o]»inion, it is 
not quite fair to the Conneil to call upon the memliers to rec'onsider a 
decision once again on a point on which a dtH-ision has already Iw^en 
given. My reasons. Sir, are shortly these^ His Excellency hira.self has 
referred to the popular w’ill and has said in very clear and unambiguous 
language that he is going to abide bv the po[»ular will as expressed in 
the vote of this Council. Fnfortnnately, however, the [Kipular will is 
seldom properly reflected in the Council. Between the popular will 
and our vote in the Council there intervene ministerial entertainments 
and high-seasoned dinners which cloud and warp our judgment and 
sometimes even unsettle our conscienc.e. 
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The DIFUTY-PRiSIDENTS You need not refer to these things. 


Maillvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Well, Sir, I will not dilate on these 
points. What I mean is this. Generally speaking, the vote in the 
CWncil is hardly a free vote. Therefore, to ask the Council over and 
over again to (^)n8ider a matter is not fair to the members of the Couu» 
cil. They may have given their vote in one way. Circumstances may 
lie different afterwards, and their vote may go the other way and then 
the whole blame will rest entirely on the Council and will reflect very 
adversely on their judgment. 

My second point is that the money that has been raised by extra 
taxation should not be spent except on the most urgent schemes. The 
note that has been api)ende<l to the demand does not make out any case 
lor urgency. It says that this demand was refused during the wintei 
season. His Excellency the Governor certified only a small portion; 
this money is wanted now. Why this should be wanted at a time when 
the Retrenchment (^nnmittee is sitting is something wdiich passes our 
comprehension. My point is that no urgency has Wn made out, and 
this demand may well stand over till the Retrenchment Committee 
finishes its lalx)urs. 

My third point is this. Whenever a certain matter is discussed in 
the C\>uncil and an adv(‘rse vote is given in regard to it, that subject 
should be looked upon as oth* whi(‘h ought to come up before the 
Retrenchment Committee for consideration. On the present subject the 
Council has debated and given a vote. This matter .should therefore 
come u, Indore, and he discussed bv, the Retnuicbmeiit Committee and 
1 submit that it wilbbe stultifying the laWurs of that committee to 
ask the Council to pa.ss this demand Wause, once the expenditure is 
increased, Government will say that no further retrenchment can be 
made. 

On these three grounds, T l>eg to support these motions. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: I oppose this demand and 
that very strongly, both on the ground of principle and of details. 
So far ns the principle is concerned, I must say that I appose every 
demand which is either wholly new or an enhanced one and which is 
a recurring one, .so long as the Retrenchment Committee has not subr 
mitted its reiK)rt. It is, to my mind, highly improi^er to put up a 
Reti'enchment Committee on ^he one hand, and to go on increasing 
recurring demands on the other. T do not find any reason why Govern- 
ment could not wait for six months more. What I say I repeat again: 
Is the world coming to an end to-morrow? But for these additional 
sowars do we stand in imminent danger in Calcutta? I fail to under- 
stand whv the Government should have insisted on demanding grants 
for such things without anv reason whatsoever. I know something 
cil its hi.storv which I shall give later on. 
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1 find that in the place ol' 2 ofiicer8 and 18 sowars, there are now 5 
iliiioers and 48 sowars and there is going to be a wanton inc^ase ol 
$ more officers and 8() more sowars; sowars also mean horses and 
eoetly appendages t(X). The horses are to Ih‘ the biggest of their kind 
9tkoh costing about Ks. 1,8(K). 1 do not see why Government could not 

wait for six months more to see the report of the Ketrenchment Com- 
mittee before they went on adding to the recurring exi>enditui‘e. 
passed the taxation Bills only the other day not merely for the purpose 
of wasting the proceeds on sowars and things of that kind. We had to 
agree to them most reluctantly, but we legitimately exj)ected that the 
days were coming when greater attention would be jwud to our own 
departments, to ‘our own dear departments through our respected 
Ministers. But if you take away all money that is available, to be 8i>ent 
on the police and other pjfinpered departments — gn»ai is our dis- 
appointment, and greater must be the disapiH>intment of those of my 
friends 4iere who opposed me and raised their hands with the Govern- 
ment for passing the taxation Bills. Did I not tell those gentlemen 
then not to expect that this money will be si)ent mainly for the Trans- 
ferred Departments? Is this how the money that has been wrung out 
of us by taxation going to 1 h* spent on the p<dice? 1 would certainly 
object to this being dune. 

Then, I come to my second ground. To my mind, it se(*nis that by 
doing these things, the Government has alr<»ady embarked on a pro- 
ject of getting the Bet reiiclinnmt CominittfM' discredited even l>efore 
it has commenced its labours. People hav(‘ already bi‘gun to tell us 
that there is a Retnou hmerit (\>mmittee going to sit and the rtH’urring 
ex|>eiiditure is going tni increasing like anything. •This is what people 
say. I am of opinion that stich conduct on the part of the Government, 
is most unfair to the committee and T am sure the ablest officials of Gov- 
ernment cannot justify this. , 

The Government ought to f)e awake to the necessity of helping 
departments other than the police and the re.served de])artineiits which 
are pampered enough at the present moment and which can In* left 
alone. If you do not look to our legitimate ambition, aiid to our most 
pressing needs, .sanitation, education, co-o|x*ration, etc., we cannot 
love you. We may be afraid of you; with the increase of the Polif^e our 
fear for the Government raav grow more and more, but our love for 
Government must dwindle. If T am not a bvpocrite, T must declare 
that the more you go on like this, riding aougbsbod over onr sentiments 
atid feelings and sacrificing our deare.st interests in the matter of sani- 
tation, education, industries, public health, etc., for things of this 
description, the more vou deprive u.s of the pleasure of loving you the 
worse it is both for the Government and ourselves. T again repeat that 
we mav he afraid of vou; vour sowars mav inspire im with fear and 
terror hut thev chn never draw love from our hearts wliich alone ought 
to he the aim of Government. 

* ' 26 A 
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Then, as regards details, I know what the sowars are for; alitioat 
everybody here knows. We know how useful these people are! The 
appointment of these men was discussed in the Police Standing Com- 
mittee and I, who am a meml>er of the committee, opposed it at that 
time. But it was urged that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
was coming to Calcutta, and they would l)e of great use in handling 
traffi(5 and unruly (crowds, and in maintaining law and order at that 
time, and it was carried. I opposed it then; 1 oi)posed it subsequently 
in this Council; I oppose it now and will oppose it for all time to come 
because whatever is imi>roi)er and useless must l)e eschewed under all 
circumstances. These sowars make a good show, no doubt, but they 
can well be disj)ensed with. They are just as useful as His Excellency 
the Governor’s Bodyguard and no more! Why shall we l)e made to pay 
for these unnecessary appendages while we are in the grip of a financial 
crisis, sunounded by an atmosphere of all-round retrenchment? I 
know Government meml>ers will smile, but let them do so; it makes 
■very little difference to me. 

Then, I come to one thing more and I have finished. There is, to 
my mind, an id(‘a why tln^ (h)vernmenl press for these things again — 
and in this matter I am only appealing to my brethren, the elected mem- 
bers. When we opj^ose a thing or rej(M*t a thing not only onc‘e but 
twice, still th(‘ Government comes up with it, Whv is it so? The 
answer evidcTitly is this. The Gov(‘rnm(‘nt must have found that there 
is some weakness, some latent defect in us, which prevents us from 
doing our duty, and the (foviMunmuit seem to take advantage of that. 
I will ask The House not to show any weakness, but to straightaway 
refuse the grant and-hd the Government know that we are not going to 
allow these things. 

One word more and I have finished. 1 am sorrv that in spite of 
what His l]xc(‘lh*ncy the Governor said in opening this session of the 
Council in this connect i(vn, expressing his hope that we shall pass it, 
I am ohligiMl to oppose this grant, because the mei'esi justice to my 
motluM-land — and 1 am here to serve my motherland — demands that I 
shall oppose it. Alid I desire all mv brethren who have been elected 
and who have come here to serve the real interests of the country to 
oppose this demand. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I am afraid that the 
ehxiuence this afternoon haSjWn somewhat one-sided; that is not 
bfM'ause T could not have asked the gentlemen who are going to vote 
with me to speak against this motion; but because of certain complainis 
that have l>een made recentlv of the short time allowed for these motions 
and because of an incident last cold weather when it was complained 
that Government members took up too much of the limited time of the 
Council so that private members could not have it all their own way. 

T would ask the Council to put Uvside the thundering elcHiuence of some 
members and the specious pleading of others that a majority of one is 
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ipiore representative of tlio keart of tlie House tlian a majority of 25, 
imd to opme down to the real facts of the case befoi'e the House now, 
Xhe House has been asked to vote this grant in order to eualxle us to 
continue for the remainder of the year — and 1 say frankly for the future, 
IW there seems to l>e some misunderstanding alK)ut the past^ — the pi‘ 0 - 
vision of a force of 5 head (M)nstables ami 48 sowars for Calcutta. There 
is, however, one preliminaiT i>oint that 1 should like to urge on the 
attention of the Coum il and that is with reference to the plea that the 
matter should Ik* left to the Itetrem hment Comm it tin* . It stH»ms to he 
forgotten that if the House i(‘jects this motion, the matter will not go 
liefore the Retrenchment Committee at all. Ht>w is the Rt‘tri*m'hinent 
C'ommittee going to express its opinion if the ('ouncil do not pass this 
grant? It is no us^ saying, “ we must stop all work.” 1 can appre- 
ciate the argument that •we should not simmuI a jienny more in any 
circumstances; hut I (annot understand the argument that we should not 
go on with the services or do the things which we are conviiued are 
necessary, bec'ause of the Retrencliment Coiniiiittei^ sitting. If you 
\ot.e this grant, it may go before tlie RetrenchimMit Committee and if 
you do not vote it, it will never go before that body. 

I should now like to discuss the motion from thre<" jKiints of view': 
first, the necessity for the force, which lias not lM*en toiicluMl on at all; 
se^tmdly, the (\)uncirs resjKinsibility in the matter, which has Ix'cn 
touched upon to some extent; and, thirdly and lastly, tin* wicked and 
wanton extravagance of refusing the grant that I ask for. 

The duties of a mounted foroe art* imo’dentally not i>oliti<al in any 
w'ay. Primarily, tlieii duties are to control tratiic; H(‘comlly, tlu‘ir 
duties are to cope w ith big <*n>wd.s ; ami thirdlv, they an* <*xtremely use- 
ful as a security foice. It cannot lie contendtsl, I*think liv any mem- 
ber of this Council, that the trafiic in Calcutta is not im n*asing hy 
leaps and bounds, and tliat wt* do not want e\civ foini of fon t* we cun 
get to control that tratiic. As regards the crowds. 1 would ask any 
member here wdio has s(‘en the crowal that gathers on any Saturday 
afternoon on the maidaii, whether anything but a mounted force (an 
possibly cop<^ wdth it ; wlien a rrowd of tliat size^ gets out of Imnd, th(*re 
is no arm of the polic e force in tin* world except a mounted forct*^ that 
can deal with it. T think anvlMafy who has livc^d in (\ilcutta, even for 
a few years, will liear me out that the large crowds that att(*nd football 
matches have iiicr(‘ased beyond all knowledge within the last 10 or 15 
years. The Commissiom*r of ]^)li<‘e is greatly concermHl alxuit them 
We are trying at the present moment an«E*xp(*riment of enclosed stands 
as a means of dealing wdth such crowds. Whether th(*y will W effec- 
tive or not T do not know. But the one thing that is certain is tliat 
when you have got a hig crowd in any jdace like the riiaidari, there is 
no force which can deal wn’th it but a mounted foice. It is not mendy 
for the big crowds on the maidan that we want the mnunt(*d police; 
there are big religions processions which require escorting through 
the struts; there are large public entertainments such as thofw^ which 
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take place on a Euyal Vieit and on similar occasions; and in all ihem 
tlie mounted police are essential. As a security force it is a substitute 
tor armed police. The Inspector-Cjenerui of i^olice recently releired 
to Scotland Yard for advice us to wliat they find to be the most effica- 
cious method of dealing with unruly mobs and the answer was that 
not only in London, but in the whole of England and in the Continent 
too, the experience was the same that in dealing with unruly mobs in 
ojien spaces or in fairly wide streets, the mounted police armed with 
single-sticks are the most humane and efficacious agency. The Metro- 
politan mounted branch in Ijondon has recently been reorganised and 
largely increased. So 1 maintain that there is ample work in Calcutta 
for a mounted brancli; but it is ridiculous to treat a force consisting 
of 2 head-constables and 18 sowars as a mounted branch. The Mounted 
Poli(?e in (Calcutta is not a new thing. In 1860, the strength of the 
mounted force consisted of 10 sowars; in 1884, it was increased to 6 
sergeants and 16 sowars. Prior to 1005 the Indian strength was 
increased to 85 sowars; in 1006 it was reduced to 20, the European 
strength being as they are now, viz., one insj>e(dor and 10 sergeants and I 
may mention that these sergeants per se though sometimes used as a 
mounted fori^e wlien the occasion arises, are recruited for other duties 
and have to j)erform other work. In 1012, the present strength was 
fixed at 2 head-constables and 18 sowars. 1 do not wish to compare tfts 
force with that in London or in any other continental city; but in com- 
parison with other cities in India, we find that in llombay, the area of 
w'hioli is less than that of Calcutta by 81 sijuare miles, the force con- 
sists of 1 risaldar, 2 jemadars, 18 head-constables and 70 sowars, that 
is a total of UK) men in all, and that is in a city smaller than Calcutta 
III area. In Lahore, there are 1 sub-inspector, 2 luMul-con stables and 
22 sowars — a larger force than we had in November last. In Delhi, 
there are 25 sub-inspectors and 40 sowars, besides a European strength 
of 11 insjH'clors and 0 sergeants. 1 may therefore put it to the Council 
that the mounted force is wanted and wante<l very badly in Calcutta, 
it is not a (|ue8tion of having gone on for a long time and therefore 
being able to go on for another six months more. Every day we do 
so, we take a great responsibility. It is perfectly true that the know- 
ledge how weak and deficient w'e wei*e, w^as forced upon us at the time 
of the 11 is Royal Highness tin* Prince of Wah*s’ visit. At that time, 
the (Vminiissioner of Police was asked to place before us the measures 
he proposed to take in order to safeguard His Royal Highness here. 
He pointed out to us that the one thing he wanted, which he had not 
got, was a sufficient force of mounted police. Once it was driven home 
on Government, 1 think the Council wdll agree with me that we would 
have taken a very grave resjionsibility if w'e had not come to the Coun- 
cil to get that addition which was imperatively necessary. 

Then, Sir, I come to my .second jwint, ru., the responsibility of the 
Council. There api)ear8 to have been a considerable amount of diffeiv 
enoe of view as to what the members’ opinions were in January^ and in 
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llarah last. Some members have si\id that they were strictly told that 
it was a permanent measure and, therefore, they voted against it. 
Uthers said that they were distinctly told that it was a temjiomry 
measure. On this {xiint, on the 19th January, we circulated a memo- 
tandum to ever>' member of this Council in which it was stated : — 

Tlio measures taken rei'ently to enable Government to {'Of>e with threatened 
disturbances of the public j:*eaoe includes the Ktren}{theiiiui^ of the polit'e force 
and equipment in the following respect. The mounte<i branch of the Calculi 
Police, consisting of 2 lieadcnuis tables and 18 sowars is inadequate to carry 
out their duties for which mounted police are siiitnhle and nci^ssary and an addi- 
tional permanent force of 3 headt'oiihtables and 30 sowars is required. 

1 submit that this mcmoraiiduin was put in the hands of every 
member of the CouRcil before the debate (‘aine on. 

In the course of tlie deftate this afternoon, Ihibu Indu Bliiishan 
Dutta has read some portions of the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s speech. 
I may perhaps refer to one or tw'o other portions. Sir Henry Wheeler 
said : — 

There are various items in the list of that kind and all the demnnd-s are 
explained in the printed mcniorandum which, 1 think, members have read. 

The first is tfie strengthening of the mounU‘d force in the city. It may 
surprise the Council to learn that in a city of this size, in spite of the known 
value of mountcnl police in controlling crowds, w© only have 2 head constables and 
18 sowars, 

Rai Harendranath ('haudhuri who spoke firsl said ; — 

Further, w© should take (are to (*onHider bow much recurring cXfMuiditur© w© 
shall be committed to by ^otmg for the demand. It will bt» seen on referring to 
the memorandum that lias Iwhui cinulated in this connection that in lias denuind 
is included a demand of Us. 1 ,23,()(K1 for establishment, ih^t is stnlf and equipment 
on a permanent basis. 

Babii Kishori Mohan (’haudhuri, who now confcssc.s to a suspicion 
that it was going to lie a perinaniMit addition, said in Jaiguiry last: 

In saying what I have to say, I may tell the Council that J oppose any increment 
to the recurring charge of the Police Department. 

Again in his reply. Sir H(‘nrv Wheeler said: — 

The other financial objection taken has been to the rwmrring expenditure. 
Here again, Babu Kishori Mohan Chnfidhuri says that in the circumstances he will 
swallow anything permanent, hut he will object t<i anything recurring. Hai 
Harendranath Cliaudhun is perhaps misled as to what the amount of this recurring 
expenditure la. 

T therefore submit to the Oouncil that Ihwre cannot be any question that 
ID January this demand for additional mounted police was put forward 
aa a permanent addition to the Calcutta mounted force; and on the Coun- 
cil passing the vote for the demand put forward, Government was 
entitled to believe that they had the sanction of the Council to the 
permanent addition to the mounted police. Well, Sir, T am far from 
saying that it is not the iirivilege of the Council to change their mind ; 
but I do submit that we liad asked for the sanction of the Council to 
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enlist this foroe and that we enlisted this force permanently on the 
strenjfth of the vote of the (Council (Mr. Huskyn Shaheed Suhkawardx : 
yufcstion). The (k)uii(‘il has some resiKiusibility for this step. We have 
taken these men on permanently on the strength of their vote. They 
have been collected and recniited from all over India. They have been 
brought down and promised i)ermanent employment and trained in their 
duties. We have told tliem now that the ([uestion of their permanent 
employment rests with the decision of this (’ouncil. We are advised that 
the legal position is not all clear. W<‘ have told them that we h^ve 
money up to the end (»f this month and if this grant is refused, we shall 
dismiss tlnun. T mention that, Wcause it is possible that I shall have 
to come ii]i for a fresh grant for the i)urpose of ]mying any com|)en8ation 
to which these men may l>e legally entitled. My purpose in mentioning 
this matter is not to convey a threat in any way. The point that I wish 
to press on the Council is that thev have incurred some responsibility to 
the men whom w^e hove already re<‘niit(Hl. ‘ 

Turning now to the third i)f)iiit. On the strength of the vote in 
January, we have purchased 83 horses at a (osl of Rs. 2G,400. We have 
]»ur(diased saddh'iy at a cost of l{s. J^SOO and kits at a cost of Rs. 8,451. 
If the (\)un(‘il refuses this vote, we shall, of course, have to sell the 
horses and the saddlery and they will have to be sold at a very consider- 
iifde loss. It is estimatt'd that the loss on a sale including the three items 
will be something like Rs. 20,000. That may sound a small sum, but 
I am perfectly convinced that by next year the (kmncil will be forced 
to recognise the absolute nec(*ssity of giving this mounted force to the 
lK)lice, and that Ixdng so, it is to my mind w’anton extravagance to sell 
at a loss 88 valuablt' horses which have now Ix'en thoroughly trained 
and are fit for their work. 

There is one j>ther point which I would mention. This item of 
mounted police which has been objected to also includes the cost of 
running motor cimveyances for the remainder of the year. The moipi 
conveyances were sanctiiined by the Council at the meeting of Januarv 
last and on the strength of that sanction we purchased vehicles at a cost 
Rs. 57,850. It w’as statml in the memorandum that this transport was 
intended not only for use for His Royal Highness’s visit but as a perma- 
nent addition to the Calcutta i*oli(‘e. Tlie recurring expenditure ol 
Rs. 18,800 was also mentioned. The motor vehicles were asked for bj 
Government because they added considerably to the strength of thi 
Police Force by adding to its mobility. I am told we have purchasec 
two lorries, four motor cy(‘l(*s, one prison van which are all being usee 
at the present time in Calcutta. The point has not been touched upon bj 
any of the speakers. Therefore, I am not sure what the views of thi 
Council are with regai-d to this matter — whether the transport shoulii 
continue to be used or should be sold. If the vehicles are to be sold, thf 
loss will be heavy and w e shall have to come before the Council in a verj 
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•Wrt time for replacement of the tninsjKirt, T siiy that the imotcir 
vehicles have added very nuieh to the streng'th of tlie Calcutta IJolice, so 
much so indeed that in discussinff it with the (\nniinssioner of Police, be 
told me recently that he was (juite prepare^l to consider the question of 
the possibility of reducing the iuiiuIxm of jsilice <‘onstabIes on tu'count of 
these motor vehicles. I put Indore the Council what 1 think are 
convincing arguments why all these motions should be rejected. 
has been explained the responsibility rests with tlie Council and I do 
ask the Council to put asitle all (‘onsiderations siu h as have been put 
forward in Ihihu Indu llhuslian Dutta’s s|)eeih and (oine down It) the 
bed-rock question — do we want these men or do wv not. If we do want 
them let us vote fo^* them. 


Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I ask one question? When 
was this extra mounted police force ap|>oiiited ami were they appointed 
l)efore4he ('ouucil voted for them? 


me Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 cannot give the exact 
date, but they w'ere ap])ointe(l temporarily. 'I'he recruitment of the 
mounted police was a gradual proct‘ss as we had to collei t men from 
almost all parts ol India. These extra men have been appointed perma- 
nently after the vote of the Council. 

Babu SURENORA NATH MALLIK: Wcie not these mounted 
police officers — 18 sowais aiol head-eoiistahh's — ajH)pif»ti‘(l at the lime 
of Sir Stuart Hogg and that during the last 40 years no neces.sity has 
ever been felt for an increase? 

Mr. H. E. SPRY 2 1 submit it is not a (|ue*sti(>n, it is a speech. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: It i^ a simple (piestion, it 
is not a speech. • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I have given all the facts 
to the House. T have given the detailed histoiy ot additions and decrease 
in the force since 1800. 

Two or thrive other member^ having ris»*ii to ask some more qm*N- 
tions, the Iloirble Mr. Steidiensoii said, “ Sir, 1 have given ail tlie facds 
and I strongly object to this bombardment of questions.” 

Babu Indu Bhushaii Dutta’s motion being jiut, a division was taken 
with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Afial, Nawtbxada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Alty, Mr. A Malibaab. 

Mlattmeharjl, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Omudliiirl, Babu KUhari Mahan. 
Blmii dh uH , Babu Tankanath. 

Cba u d m irt, KKan Bahadur Maulvl Hatsar 


I Chaudhurl, Maulvl thah Muhammad. 

! Chaudhurl, Ral Harandranath. 

; Oat Gupta, Ral Bahadur NIbaran Chandra. 

Dutt, Mr. Aiay Chundar. 
i Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Hartdhan. 

I Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthan. 

! Ohaaa, Ral Bahadur daBandra Ch iui d ar , 
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Mmu MauIvI a. K. FaiNil. 

Haq, Shah tyed Emdadul. 

HtMii MaulT*! Ekramui. 

Karim, Maulvi FaziuL 
Khaa, Maulvl Hamid-ud-diii. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raflqua Uddin. 

Mattik, Babu Burendra Nath. 

Mitra, Rat Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Maltra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

Mukharji, Babu latlsh Chandra. 
Mukhcrji, Profattor S. C. 
Mttkhopadhaya, Babu tarat Chandra. 


I Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pahlewan, Mauhrl Md. Abdul dubbar 
• Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaawar. 

I Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojcndra Ktihar. 
Ray Choudhury, Raja Mananatlia Nath. 
Roy, Babu Nalinl Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogath Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Rlthindra Nath. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Husayn Shahaad. 


NOES. 


Ahmad, Maulvl Raft Uddin. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banarjaa, tha Hon'bla Sir Surandra Rain. 
Banarjaa, Ral Bahadur Ablnat Chandra. 
Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Baia, Mr. S. M. 

Caray, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhurl, tha Hon’bla tha Nawab Saiyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. G. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Curria, Mr. W. C. 

Das, Mr. S. R. 

Donald, Mr. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emarton, Mr. T. 

Paraqui, Mr. K. C. M- 
Porrattar, Mr. 4 , Campball. 

Franoh, Mr. F. C. 

Ghatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmanl. 

Ohaaa, Mr. D. C. 

Qaoda, Mr. S. W. 

Hlndlay, Mr. C. D. M. 

Huntingferd, Mr. G. T. i 
Karr, tha Hon'bla Sir John. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lai. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. <1. 

Maharajadhirajz Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tha Hon'bla tha 


MoAipin, Mr. M. C. 

MItter, tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Muir, M^. R. H. 

Mukharjaa, Babu NItya Dhona. 

MullIck, Babu NIroda Bahary. 

Nakay, MIrza Muhammad Ml. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahaam, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir Abo-ur 
Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kahaunl&h 
Roy, Mr. BiJoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdut. 

Skinnar, Mr. H. E. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stark, Mr. H. A 
Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Auhrawardy, Or. Hastan. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Llautanant-Colonoi R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes beinjj 30 and the Noes 56, the motion was lost. 
The followiiif^ motion was then j)\it and lost : — 


Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: lliat the demand for 
Rh. 41,615 under head ‘ 26. — Police — Scheme 3 ’ for Extra, Mounted 
Force and runninj^ exjienses (d motor vehicles of the Calcutta Police 
Force, be reduced by Rs. 33,565, being the cost for the Extra Mounted 
Force.” 

The following motion which stood in the name of Babu Annada 
Charan Dutta, was in the absence of the member, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 735 for grant of duty allowance to 
Instructor, Inspectors and Sub-Tnspectors of the Calcutta Police Trail- 
ing School under head ‘ 26. — Police — Scheme 4 * be refused.” 
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The following motion , which stood in the name of Maulvi Maham- 
med Madassur Hussain was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand for the grant of Rs. 735 under head * 26. — Police 
Presidency Police — ('alcutta Police — Scheme 4' grant of duly allow- 
ance to the Instructor, Inspectors and Sub-1 uspt*ctors of the Calcutta 
Police Training School, be refused."' • 

The following motion, which stood in the name of Balm Annada 
Charan Dutta, was, in the abseme of the member, deemed to la* with- 
drawn : — 

That the demand of Rs. 20,000 under head ‘ 20. — Police — S<‘heme 
6" be refused." ^ 

Raj RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I inovp tlint thi‘ demand of 
Es. 20,000 under head “ 20.— 1 N)li(‘e — Scheme 5 ” be refus*‘d. 

In this connection 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: 1 may tell members that we have 
got about 75 minutes mon* at our di.sposal and there are nearly 
76 motions. So you had better try to be as brief as possible. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Jn this connection 1 find 
that it is propo.sed to increase the grant under head “contingencdcs" 
from Rs. 90,000 to Rs. 1,10,000. 1 desin* to j)oint out that last year, 

the budget grant was Rs. tinder this partu’ular h<^ad. It was 

reduced to Rs. 93,000. The year pieceding last year 1920-21, the actual 
was Rs. 84,000. Tlien then* is another plain fact and that is this, that 
the total expenditure on u(‘count of the l^resideiu y Police is Rs. 32, til ,000 
or roughly speaking about Rs. 33,00,000. Now the contiiij^ncies under 
the different hejuls. I find, if my addition is correct, comes to almul Rs. 5.\ 
lakhs both contract and non-contract contingency under diftcreni heads, 
and it seems to me — again if my calculation is correct — that about 16 
to 17 per cent, of that amount is sw'allowed up under contingencies. 
Then, having regard to the expenditure of the la.st year and the previous 
year, I do not see that there is any urgent necessity to increase this 
amount again by Rs. 20,000. As I have shown, last year the allot- 
ment was Rs. 87,000 and it was increa.sed to Rs. 9r3,000 and, in the 
previous year, I lielicve, the exi>enditure#was Rs. 84,000 or thereabouts. 
It will therefore lie seen that there is no urgent necessity until the 
matter has been fully gone into by the Retrenchment (’ommittee. There 
18 no misgiving that (Government would come to a deadlock if this 
additional sum is not granted. I, therefore, desire to point out that 
emt of the total contingent grant of Rs. 33,00,000 over Rs. 5 or Rs. 6 
lakhs go towards this, and having regard to all these facts there is no 
necessity of our voting this amount at the present moment. 
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There is another factor which is to be brnne in mind. There is 
lump provision of Rs. 1,00,000 to meet any unexpected contingenoi 
Having regard to the temper of the present time and having regard i 
the tran([uil state of affairs, I think that amount will also be availabi 
to Government. If an urgent necessity arises to increase the amoui 
for contingencies, 1 think we can do that without trenching upon th 
sprplus that we have now. If it is so required we may transfer the 
sum at a later stage, but at the ])resent moment I do not see any neeej 
hity of making a grant of Rs. 20,000 under the head of “ contingencies, 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 20, OC 
undei- head “ 20 — Police — Scheme 5,” h(‘ reduced by Rs. 2,000. 

He delivered his sjK*ech in Bengiili, a translation of which is a 
follows: — 

As there is no time, I simply move my injotion for the acceptance ( 
the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 1 hojK‘ to be able to ca>i 
vince the House that the addition is not unnecessary. It is necessar 
because of a mistake made in the lludget. The mover, no doubt, ] 
aware that under contract c/>ntingencies a sum of money is allotted fc 
five years and it c<»\ers c(‘rtain ilt'ins of d(‘)iaitnu‘n(al ex|)enditur( 
We are dealing* now with the contract contingencii's of the ( ommissione 
of Police. They W(‘r4‘ fi.xed at Rs. ()4,()()0 in April, P)]8. The ]>a 
of the menials was revised shortly afterwards in 1420, and the increns 
comes up to Rs. 5,01 G. This was an additional item and we had to pa 
for it. The (^ilcutta Armed Police had a (oiitract contingency of thei 
own. In 1920, the Accountant-General amalgamated it with the Com 
missioiier of Police’s ac(‘ount and so an addition of Rs. 3,112 w^as made 
In 1921, ^he Accountant-General did the same with the contingency fo 
the running of motor cars for which there was a separate provision c 
Rs. 10,000 which wa« amalgamated. The same process was followed i 
the case of the Police Training School and their contract contingenc 
of Rs. 4,728 was amalgamated; and lastlv, the --aine jwocess was gon 
thniugh wuth the contract contingency of the Public Vehicles Depart 
raent. 'Fhe mover may take it from me that the total of that is Rs 97,35 
and that was accepted last year hy the k^iiiame Department as bein] 
the ])i*oper contract contingent grant to the Commissioner of Police 
Last year an additional grant liad to he made to the Commissioner o 
Police to meet the surcharge of elec tric light. It was a very seriou 
item and tlie cost was al¥>ut Rs. G,000. Another Rs. 4,000 was addei 
at the same time to meet the increase in the cost of the articles whic 
had to be purchased out of contract contingencies. This year th< 
increased pay of the menials sanctioned from July last year has to b 
provided for the 12 months of this year. Therefore, we have to mak 
another grant ot Rs. 9,132. These three grants added on to the eontrac 
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Iprant of last year make up a total of Rs. 1 , 16 » 488 . The amount pro- 
vided in the budget is Ra. 96, (KK). Therefore, we come before the 
House for the remaining Its. 20,000. To put it in another way, the 
iaat year's provision sanctioned by the Fiiiance Department and actually 
^)ent was Rs. 1,07,356. This year we are adding another Rs. 9,000, 
which we will have to pay for the menials, and, therefore, the sum 
comes up to Rs. 1,16,000. 1 am afraid we cannot do with less. I there- 
fore ask the House to puss this. 

RftI RA.DHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Was not this Rs. 9,(M)0 
anticit^ated when the Hiidget was tianied!" 

The Hon’ble MP. H. L. STEPHENSON: This increase is meant for 
the paj^ of the menials. • 

Rai Radha Charan l*al Ilaliadur’s motion was then jnil and lost. 

Shall Syed Kmdadul llacfs motion was tlien ]>ut and lost. 

The followin'* motion, which stood in tin* name of Uahu Anmida 
Charan Dutta, was, in the absence of the member, dc. intMl to he w ith- 
drawn : — 

“ That the demand of Hs, 1,600 under head ‘26. — Police-Scheme 7 
be refused.*’ 

RAJA MAN I LOLL SINGH ROY: A fc*w diys ago 1 was asked 

Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur: Can the member speak 

it w’ithout moving his notion ‘r 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You had better nw>ve your motion 
first. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: I mo\e that the •(h*mand for 
Rs. 1,000 under head “26. — Police — Presidency l^olice — Contingen- 
cies — Scheme <S “ tor ,sui>j>l\iiig iion cot.s to constables and hcad-(a>n.sta- 
bles of the Howrah S^iec ial Traffic Force, he ndiised. 

A few days ago I w as asked Jo have a l(H)k at the iron cols and the 
wooden eharpoft'^ at lail Bazar ])airack and 1 ilid it. The* wooden 
charjwps are covered with jdaiiks and are not liked by the {M^ople who 
u«e them. The iron cots are undoubtedly more durable and are liked 
by the people and I beg to withdraw rnv motion with the leave of the 
Council. But 1 think, Sir, Hs. 27 for each of the cots is too much, and 
1 beg to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member to it. 

Rai Dri HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I ask for your ruling, 
Sir? le the member entitled to speak after he* has withdrawn his 
motion F 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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RM Dr. H^RIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I moye that the demanc 

for a aum of K«. 1,(K)0 for iron cots under “ 26. — Police — Calcatti 
Police — Scheme 8 be reduced to Rs. dOO. 

Hitherto wooden ckarpoyt were the rule for the constables. Thesf 
are inexpensive, can be easily moved about, and in case of infection 
ran be uurnt down without much loss. But if the policy of providing 
iron cots to ( cmstables be adopted, those advertised by the Munitioni 
Board should be at once procured. These are excellent and sanitar} 
and the Munitions Board are selling them at Rs. 7-8 each. The Muni- 
tions Board is making a reduclion when these cots are bought for hospi- 
tals, etc. If bought forthwith, and if a timely application be made tc 
the Munitions Board, these 117 cots can be had at ‘Rs. 277-8. I have 
therefore, moved for the reduction. 

Mr, J. DONALD: Our only difficulty in meeting the suggestion oi 
the mover is that the Munitions Department have got no more beds left, 
so we have to purchase them from somewhere else. The sum is only 
Rs. 1,000, but we shall try to make it less and see if we can get the 
things cbea]KT. 

The motion wafi then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions, which stood in the name of Babu Ann.ida 
Charan Dutta, were, in the absence of the member, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 1,000 under head ‘ 20. — Police — Scheme* 
be reduced by Rs. 500.’* 

“ That the demand of Rs. 015 under head ‘ 26.-— Police-Scheme 9* 
be refused.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand for 
a sum of Rs! 9,000 for jmrehase of eijuipinent under head ‘26. — Police — 
Contingercirs — S henu* 10 he rcdm'ed to Rs. 5,000. 

The demand Is for a hospital unit. The Police Hospital is not a new 
creation. It Oas been removed from its 'ormer habitation (Amherst 
Street) to the spacious and most commodions bnildings at Bhowanipur. 
Unless all the (Miuipments were sold along with the buildings and the 
land, it is difficult to realise the necessity of going in for a complete 
fresh equipment at once. In any case, if the authorities are anxious to 
have a fresh equipment, there is a way within their leacb. The Muni- 
tions Board is offering to sell complete sets of hospital equipments at 
a ven' cheap rate and when required for charitable purposes (and not 
for trade purposes), the Munitions Board grants a large reduction. I, 
therefore, think that utilizing the old fuVniture and equipment where 
possible, and buying from the ^funitions Board where necessary, the 
demand can be considerably reduced. T am afraid in framing ^the 
supplementary demands the authorities did not always remember that 
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Ivailable was sec’ured by special legislation and by fresh taxation in a 
country which could ill-afford to meet its normal expenditure. * 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Bs. 9,000 under head “ 20. — — Scheme 10 ” for furniture and 
equipment of the new ('alcutta Police TTospital, be reduced by U.-. 450. 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

The lirevious speaker has given the details. I do not therefore 
intend to repeat, what he has said, but simply move my motion for 
acceptance. • 

Mr. J. DONALD; In tin s matter 1 am (juite ]>r(‘])iired to see what 
we can^et from the Munitions Board as has been snggeste<l. Kven if 
the total sum is voted we shall (h» our Iw'st to cut it down as far as we 
'can. I cannot say definitely whether we shall able to mak(‘ a saving, 
but if we get these things cheai>er from the Munitions Bojird. we sliall 
certainly see that the w'ishes of the rouneil are carried out in this matter. 

The motions w'ere then, hy leave of the (’ouncil, witlidrawn. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 mov«* that the dtunand of 
Rs. 24,2d<) under head “2(1. — Ptdi<‘(* — District Kxecutive poica* '* for 
the revision of the j>ay of Ih'puty Supj*rintcndeTits of Police, he refused. 

ThivS is one of the most extraordinary demands tiiat has come before 
the Council. Only a ccuiplc of years ago, the Deputy SuiM^rintfUHhuiis of 
Police got a good revision of pay, with rcstrosjK^divc (‘ffett in the 
bargain, and T do not know wlial has }ia]»|K*ne(l since then to allow them 
another increase, which practically takes them uj» to the level of the 
Bengal Civil Service. There is a diff<*rence between the Bengal ('ivil 
Service and the Bengal Police Service and the difference of j)ay must 
be projwrtionately large. If I am not much mistaken, nearly three 
months ago, a deputation of Deputy Su]M*rinlendents of Police waited 
ou Sir Henry Wheeler with a prayer for an increase of i»ay, and, I 
believe, Sir Henry Wheeler, in ?!is reply to the deputation, said that 
they had not made out auy good case and he refused to give them any 
further increase. In view’ of that, I do not see how the Government can 
now come forw^ard and propose a further increase in their fwiy and ask 
for a supplement ar>' grant for that purjxAe. 

Then again, in this (’ouncil, a resolution was ]>as.Hed demanding that 
no further api^intraents should he made in the Imperial Police Service 
to fill up the vacancies in that service and the suggestion was made that 
the present Deputy Superintendents of Police should be made Assistant 
Superintendents of Police, thus gradually paving the way for the 
Indianisation of the Police Service. In view of the decided opinion of 
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the Council in this matter, I do not see why we should give an incre- 
ment of pay to a service which is likely to be abolished very soon. We 
have heard to-day in reply to a (jnestion that, for want of funds the 
ministerial officers — the officers who really cannot make both ends meet 
and many of whom have to starve — cannot be given the benefit of the 
revision suggested by this (Council, and here, to-day we are asked to 
grant a fuither increase in the j>ay of the Deputy Superintendents who 
are already in receipt of a handsome ]>j)y. This is the sort of mentality 
of the Government which brings discontent amongst the masses. 

With these few words, 1 beg to move my amendment. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; It api>ears from the Budget that 
though we have been called iijx>n to sanction a grailt c)f lls. 24,230, we 
shall have to sanction every year Its. Is this the proper time 

to make a further increment in the jxdice charges? Government have 
already apix)inted a committee* — and a vcm v strong committee— rf or the 
retrenchment of ex;>enditure. Until the reixnt of the committee is^ 
submitted, 1 do not think we sliall be justified in sanedioning this 
increased expenditure. It will a]>|>t‘ar from the Budget that one-fifth 
of the total revenue is exjxMidcMl to nicMd the police charges. It is ejuite 
unprecedented and we have b(*en called ujH>n to incur further expendi- 
ture. It a]»]x»urs from the note apiKunled against tlie item that the 
existing time-scale of jray for the Dcjnity Su]>erintendents was sanc.- 
tioned by tlie Government of India in Januaiy, 1020 — that is, only two 
years ago an incncunent of pay has been sanc tioned by the Government 
of India, and now we are again called Ufx>n to sanction a further incre- 
ment. It has bec*n stated that n re]>r(‘sentati()n lias Ikhmi made by these 
officers for further inc*rc'mc'nt. Now, let us see whether they are justified 
in their demand or not. They liave asked Government to \ye put on the 
same level as the Bengal Uivil Service'. Do they ]K)ssess the same 
qualification's? Would it be justifiable to give them the same scale 
of pay? Have' we ]»assed the taxation Bills sinqdy to meet the expendi- 
ture on file police? I do not think that that was the intention with 
w'hich the Legislature has jias.sed these Bills. Now is the time for 
retrenchment, and we should try our best to reduce our exj^enditure. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I do not wish to take up 

much time of the Uouncil. 1 fully agree that this demand is unneces- 
sary. To my mind, the creation of these posts is unnecessary. The 
duties now jx'rformed by these offic ers were fc^rmerly done by inspectors. 

I do not know whether these ix)sts will be retained by the Retrench- 
ment Committee. At least this is not the time that any permanent 
addition .should be made to the ixilice exi>enditure. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

BHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: That the demand of Ra. 24,238 
under head * 26. — Police — Scheme 11 ' be reduced by Rs. 2,430.'’ 
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Thd HiKl’blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Tlie Provincial Police 
Service foi which an increase of jxiy is asked is a comparativtdy new 
* service. It was only started after the Police Ooiniuissioirs rejHirt. lt« 
object was; firstly, to provide an outlet for the suhordiiiate Indian JViliee, 
and secondly, to do the same work which was Ihuh^ done by the Assist- 
ant Suiierintendents of Police. I’nder the s\stem of recruitment to the 
Imjierial Police cadre, the numler of Assistant Sinerintendents c>f Polic'b 
recruited dejxjuds not on the amount of work but on the number of 
su|)erior ap|K)intnients o|xmi to Assistant SujHuintcuulents. 

Pabu Ivishori Mohan I liaudhuri sa\s that the work was previously' 
done by insj^ectors. It was bc'cause thc*rt‘ was no one else* to do it; 
])roi>erly six‘aking ii> was not ins{H*ctors’ work. The ProMiu ial Servica^ 
is reciruited partly directly j^nd partly by promotion Irom the rank of 
insjiector. It has the same relation to the ImiHuial Police as the Hengal 
Civil Sciivice has to the Indian Civil Service and ll \k'V cent, of the 
^ vSUi)erior ai»iH>intments in the liniHuial Scuxice arc* earmarked as listcnl 
jKists loi the 1 I'ov'incial Service*. thus, this Provincial Pcdict* St*i'vi(*c^ 
is a very imiHirtaiit i)art of the i>olice structure of the province. It is 
not, as Halni Kishoii Mohan Chaudhuii secerns to tliink, a men* e.xcrc'S- 
c!ence to be thrown away', and 1 would ask the* ('ouncil to sc*j‘i(>usly 
consider wdiat in the lulurc*, nc'ar cir distant, is ^’oni|.^ to lx* the* jiositiou 
of the Pj'ovincial J^olic'e Service* wiic*n the* j>olicc* is Indianisfui and w’h(‘n 
there is iirovincial autonomy. To my mind und<*r the pro\incial auto- 
noniy there can lx* no other sc‘r\icc' than the PioNincial Police Si'ivica^ 
W'hicdi must In* ex|H*cted to take* up the woi k oi the lmp(*iial Polic'e. 

1 ‘would ask the House* to rem<*mber thc‘relort‘ that it is a very 
ini{K>rtant service and that it will occupy an ifii|H)itant |KKsition in 
the future striictuie of the autonomous proMiice. Ori^-inally there* wc'i’o 
4 grades — one on Its. one* on Its. dfiO, one on Us. 400 and one on 

lls. POO. On the rt*oi ganisat ion of the several .s<*j\ic»‘s whfic*h\ time- 
scrales were introduced, a timc*-scale was also intiodu<c*<l in the Provincial 
Polic-e Sei vice. This tinn*-scale bc*gan at Us. L^OO and wt'iit uj) to Us. 000 
in the 25th year with a selection grade on Us. 700 . As a matter cd’ fact, 
the time-scale benefited not a single* man in the* Police* service. 'I’lieo- 
retically a time-scale is lM*tter thali the* gra<les, but it so hapiK*nc*d that 
this lK»ing a new’ sc‘rvice, the men w’erc* scattered over the four grach*s 
and when they were brought on to tin* tinH*-scal(* none* of tlic*m was 
benefited and Ooverninent had as a matter of fact to bring them on 
to a higher stage than the* numbc*r of yc*l?rs’ service warrantc*d. Tln‘y 
memorialised — not only the Provincial Police of Jh‘ngal but the Pro- 
vincial jxdice of the other jirovinces — also to the Secretary of State and 
I>ointed out that as a matter of fac t th<*y were worse off than lM*fore 
when they began on Us. 250 . 4'h(*y also jKiinted out that they wc*re also 

worse oft* than any other provincial servic^e, and discontent among them 
was a very serious matter. The (lovernineiit of India considered all 
these things and they w’rote to us and said that there waa a general 

2T 
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opinion anion the provinces that there ought to be the same ameliora- 
tion for the pwivincial police services by increasing the maximum and by 
sjieeding iip the increments. We considered this and came to the con- 
clusion than it was not justifiable to stiirt them on Rs. 200, when the 
other provincial services started on Rs. 250, and we decided that they 
should also start on Rs. 250, and secondly, that, having regard to what 
has been done for the other provincial services in Bengal, there was a 
good case for increasing the maximum to which the Deputy Superin- 
tendents of |X)lice could rise, and consequently, it was necessary to speed 
u]) the increments sr) that an officer could get this maximum at the same 
time he would have got the old one under the old scale, that is, in his 
25th year. ^ 

That is all w(‘ have done. We have raify^d the initial i>ay to Ra. 250 
from Rs. 200, we have raised the maximum from Ra. 600 to Rs. 700, 
with a selection grade on Rs. <S00, and in order that a man (yin go 
through tile whole service in 25 years and when lie retires can draw the 
maximum, we havi* accelerated the inenunents. It is very slight. I 
(juite ajipreciatc the motive of the mover of this resolution. Doubtless, 
the (luestion of pay of all the ]>rovincial stuvices will come within the 
purview of the Retrenchment (\>mmittee, but what 1 would put before 
the Oouncil is that, if we are conviiK'ed that the Rrovincial Rolice as 
comiwred with the Bengal ('ivil Serviie should have these extra iiuTe- 
ments, it is not fair to keep them as the only Provincial Service in 
Bengal without their due emoluments. Let them all 1 h‘ treated together 
in the same manner. If the Retrenchment (’ommittee decide that the 
jKiy of tlie Pro\incial Services is too much, let them cut the jwiy of all. 
But 1 would put it to the (\)uni“il that it would b(‘ a sourc'e of great dis- 
content to these otticers if theirs should be the only service which is not 
to be allowed th<‘ full benefits of the time-scale. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Babu Amulya Dhone Addy called foi a division which he afterwards 
withdrew. 

Mr. H. E> SPRY: May 1 rise to a point of order? After the Chair 
has said that the N(H‘s have it, is it oj>en to a member to call for a 
division ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Yes. 

i' 

Mr. H. E. SPRY : I think the ordinary procedure in the Imjierial 
Assembly is that after the Ayes and Noe-i liave expressed their views 
by calling out, the President says: “ I think the Noes have it nr “ I 
think the Ayes lun'e it ” as the case may be. Then after a short interval 
if the view of the President is not challenged by further calls, the Presi- 
dent says: ** The Noes have it ” or the Ayes have it,” After that 
it is not (j)eii to anv member to call foi a division. 
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Hai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: This has b<H*n followed during 
the list year and a half. 


THE DEPUTY-PRE8I DENT: The does not arise on tne present 
occasion, as the call for a division has Wen withdrawn. 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved tliat the demand for Ks. 2,205 
under head ** 2G. — Police* — Sehenn* Id,” tor tin* entertaiimieiit of assist 
ant accountants in Distric t Pidiee ofiices. In* rc‘fus(‘d. 

He delivered his sjMM'ch in Hengali, a translation of which is as 

follows : — 

This .seems to he a new provision alio/^^ether and an nnnec'cssary 
expenditure to apjKiyit assistant accountants in the District Police* office’s 
My idea is that if it is once ae-ce*ptcd, items of such e'XiHoidit are* will e-ome 
yearly Wlore us. One office* or other will say that some otliccs have ju:ot 
it why should we not get it ^ d'he‘ ( feeveonment should know that the*y 
have a *ieficit which is In’ing triesl to he met with hy the* income* e>f the 
newly-jmsseel taxation Pills. In emr zamindari attaiis we* lr> oni Is’st 
not te) incur any additional cxjK*nditurc \\he*n thcie* is a deficit, hut to 
curtail the same as far as jeracticahle. Oove*! tinu’iit should, 1 think, 
adeipt the same principle. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: 1 think it may he said that 
after swallowing so many camels, 1 should not stiain at a gnat. On 
priiiciide I ediject to the* demand )ie)we*ve*r. Afte‘r scrntinisiiig the* state*- 
ment, 1 find tliat tlicrc is a laige* army e»f ch'iks and others in the* 
ministerial cstahlishim’iit, and I ie‘pe*at that it will lx* latln*! hampe’iing 
the Hetrenchinent (Vunnntte’e* h\ piling upon the* i*stahlishm(*nt at this 
stage. However, it is Unc1<‘ss dilating on the* siihje‘< t hecausc we have 
already swallowe’d so many came*ls and it is no good straining at a 
gnat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; The accountant^ in the 

poliee offices have the financial work of the* elisliict j)cdic4‘ to do, iianu'ly, 
drawing pay bills, travelling allowance* hills, contingc'nt lulls and so 
forth. The Accountanl-Oeneral has lM*e*n stc*aclil\ pre*8sing uiioii the 
In.sjiector-Gerieral of Police that ^he* accounts woik in the* dislrici |>olice 
office is too much for the* ac e (uinfant and it is elii<*fiy at his instanc e* or 
rather that of the leual auditor that an assistant acconrilaiit was sane*- 
tioried in 191(S for Dacca, 15p|K*ra, Faridjmr and M\ njc*nsiiigh ; in Ittl9, 
we gave one to the 24-Pargana,s and in 1921 anc>the*r to Ilooglily. It is 
now propo.sed to extend the .system to oAie*r districts. I have* figures 
giving the numlH*r of cheejues, travelling allowanee hills, et(\, made out 
and drawn. I need not weary the (’ouneil by reading extracts. If any 
member wishes to convinee himsedf by going through tlie^m I sliall be* 
very glad to show' these details to him. I am sorry not to see 
Babu vSurendra Nath Mallik here — he underUxik to loeik into this mutter 
whether an extra accountant was necessary or not in the 24-Parganafl 

27 A 
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Police offi(!e, but I do not know whether he had time to do that. What 
Governnj^ent are asking this for is to obviate the danger of defalc^^tions 
in the district }x)li(;e offices where the accountant’s work is in arrears. 
ITie danger of (bdulcations and swindling lias very much increased, and 
we are taking this ste]) on the advic^e of our accounts officers. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that the demand of 
Its. 700 under head “ 20. — INilice — District Politic — Scheme 14,” for 
the grant of a conveyance allowance to the Additional Superintendent of 
Ihdice ]K)sted to Da<;ca, be refused. 

1 do not know whether all the memliers of thei Council have read 
the exphination that has been given in conne(’tion with this demand, 
because it is rather (uirious reading. This gentleman who dot\s not get 
any travelling allowance, because he does nf)t go beyond the five-mile 
radius of his city is to be allowed an allowance of Us. 100 a month for 
going round the town of Dacca. Is it not an extravagant demand? 
1 have myself Ihmmi in the town of Dac(’a and it is very easy to go from 
one end of the town to another on a bicycle in less fhan an hour's time. 
I do not underslaiid why a motor allowance should be alloW(‘d to this 
officer for the jniri>ose of goings about the town. 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Us. 700 
under head ” 20. — Police — S(*heme 14 ” for the grant of a conv(‘yance 
Ulowance to the Additional Suixuintendent of Police iK)sted to Dacra, 
be reduced by Us. 175. 

Re deli vered hi.x sp4*ech in Uengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

I endorse the views of the previous s|x*aker. As no motion is lieing 
[•arried, I mov(‘ for the reduction of Us. 175 on the ground that the 
work can be managed if tin* conveyance allowance l)e reduced from 
its. 100 to Us. 75. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The town of Dacca has an 
irea of s(iuare miles. The vSu|X‘riutendent of ]*olice, Dacca, was 
fiven a motor car allowance in lOlfi, subject to the condition that he 
vould draw no travelling allowance for any journey beyond the five-mile 
'udius which he ]>erformed if he returned on the same day, that is to 
»ay, his ordinary travelling alhiwance was (turtailed. The Additional 
^uiierintendeut of Police was given the allowance in 1018. The prin- 
‘iple of a conveyama* allowance is that it is given to those officers who 
Hive a great deal of tmvelling to do within a small range. The Addi- 
lonal Sui>erintendent of Police. Dacca, is mainly in charge of the town 
rork. Re dtH‘s not tour very much, but he has to go round the toWn 
if Dacai (constantly. Many of us. no doubt, know that the civil station 
(r ^ long way from the town, ^nd it waa represented to us that it was 
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impossible to get a conveyance in the civil station. I have been asked 
whether a motor cycle would not Im? siifHcdeiit. It will l>e .observed 
that we have asked for an allowance for a motor cycle for the Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, Howrah. It is for the (^miuil to consider 
whether an Additional Sui^erintendent of Police, who is a pucca Suj>erin- 
‘tendent of Police and a vsenior oflii ial, should Ih‘ given an allowance for 
“^a motor cycle for going about the town of Dacca, and therefore, *1 
would ask the (V)uncil to opix>se this motion. 

The motions of Ihibu Indu Bhushan Dutta and Shah Syed Kmdadul 
Haq were then put and lost. 

The following motioiis were, in the absenc'e of the memliers, deemml 
to be withdrawn : — ■* 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HUSSAIN: That the demand 
of Its. ^700 under head ‘ ‘-iti. — IVilice — Distric t l^olne — Scheme 14,’ 
for the grant of a (‘onvcyance allowance to the Additional Suivrinten- 
dent of Police jiosted to Dacca, be reduced by half.” 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: ” That the demand for Ils. 7(KI 
under head * 2f). — Police— District Police — Allowance* — Sc heme 14 ’ l)e 
reduc ed by Hs. ‘150.” 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move the motion that stands 
in my name, that the* demand of Us. d50 under hc*acl ” 20. — Polic^e — 
Disiric'l Police — Schc'me 15,” for the* grant of a c*cm V(*yu!icc‘ allowanc‘e 
to the Assistant or I>(‘})uty Su[mm intendeiit of Police ]K)sted to Howrah, 
be rc‘fus(‘d. , 

The ic‘ason is the same as that urgc*d by me ifi moving my last motion. 
This gentleman c an very wc*!! go about on an o?'dinarv bic’yc le. Howrah 
is a smallei town than Dacca, and 1 do not see any reason why we 
.should gi\e him tliis luxury. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 beg to supi>e>rt the 
motion. 

The following motion standing in the name of Mauivi Mahummed 
Madassur Hussain was, in the absence of the memls-r, dc*emed to l#e 
withdrawn ; — 

^ ‘‘ That the demand of Us. 350 under he*ad ‘ 20. — Police* — District 

Polie^e — Scheme 15,’ for the grant of a •conveyanc e allow'ance to the 
Assistant or I>(‘puty SiiiMiiintendent of Polico lasted to Howrah bo 
reduced by half.” 

SHAH SYED EMDAOUL HAQ moved that the demand of Us. 35t) 
under head ” 20. — Police — Scheme 15,” for the grant of a eoiive*yance 
allowaTi(*e to the Assistant or Deputy Suj)erinteudent of Police jMjsUjd to 
Howrah, be reduced by U«. 70. 
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He (]eli\ei‘ed Lis Hi>ee(*h in Bengali, the translation of which is as 
follows u— 

I move tluit it may be reduced by Its. 70. There will be no harm 
if the eo?ivevaii(!e is reduced to Its. 40. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Howrah, far from bein^r a 

small town, has a jurisdiction of 10 siiuare miles. It has five police^, 
stations and 10 sections, with a force of GO head-constables and 564 con- 
stables. 4'lie Assistant or the Deputy Su|>erintendent of Police is in 
charge of the town jiolice. lie has to cover a large area and has to 
go out at any lioni of the day cir night and see that the constables are 
alert. It is essential tliat he should have a motoi- bicycle liecause he 
may be called iijKin at any moment to go lound the* mill area. In case 
of any distiirliancc, it is essential tliat he fbould l)e able to get at the 
H{)ot with the least jxissilde delay. We have cut it down to a motor 
cycle although a motor cych* is not, 1 tiiink, an ideal method of going 
round the town to sei* tliat the (‘onstables are alert, as it makes a lot 
of noise. 

The motions of Halm Indu Hhushan Dutta and Shah Syed Emdadul 
Ha(i were then ]nit and lost. 

Th(‘ fidlowing motion, standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Ha(j, was, by leave of the (’ouiuil, withdrawn: — 

“ That the (hunand of Its. under head ‘ 2G. — Police — 

SclnuiH' IG ’ he reduc(‘d by Us. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Its. 7,921 
under hea<l “2(1. — Police — Scluone 17,“ lor the i>urchase of a motor 
lorry for the Howrah District Police*, be refused. 

He deliv(‘r(*(l his s[)(*e(‘h in H(*ngali, a translation of which is as 
fedlows : — 

It appears that .something was spent last year. This exi)(*nditure is 
unnecessai\\ . There is no time. I therefore simply move the amend- 
ment. 

Rsi HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move that the demand of 
Bs. G,l()l under head “ 2(1. — Pedna* — Contingencies — Scheme 17,“ for 
the purchase of a motor lorry for the Howrah district and for its running 
ex|H'nses, he refused. 

J must tell the ('ouncil at the outset that my motion is somewfiat 
different tiom the previous motvm. My Iriend, Shah Sahib, would refuse 
even the running e\iH‘n.ses of the motor lorry, i.c., the prison van that 
had l>eeu juovided for la.st winter, but my refusal only relates to the 
new motor lorry that is now demanded for jiolice transixirt. This is 
surely an illustration ot how api»etite grows by eating. liust January 
w*hen a memorandum was circ ulated to explain the necessity for the 
supidementary Police demand of Rs. 2,1)8,462, it w’as said in that memo- 
randum that for Howrah a motor prison van which could also be used 
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for the transport of jxjliee, when necessary, was required. We were, 
therefore, under the impression that this motor van would he used for 
police trans|K)rt as well. But, now the Government, encouraged by tlie 
readiness with which such ^rrants have l)eeii ^iveii by the Gouncii and 
probably further encouraged by the ample money that is now available 

Th6 Hon*blo Mr, H. L* STEPHENSON S It will shorten the discussion 
if I say at this stage that I accept his motion. • 

Rfti RADHA CHARAN PAL B&luidur: We, half a dozen nuunbers, 
are all honoured by this acceptance of the motion by the Ilon’ble 
Memlier. 

The Hon’blo Mik H, L* STEPHENSON S What I accept is that this 
Rs. 6,1()1 be struck out, le^iving Its. 1,7(J0 in the Budget. 

Rei RADHA CHARAN PAL BAhadufS May I ask for information? 

1 undrtstand that the llon’ble Member withdiaws his (h‘mand for the 
purchase of a second motor lorry and the cost of its maintenance from 
1st August ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Yes. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Tie accejits the molion standing in (he 
name of Itai llarendranath (’hainlhuri. 

The motion of Shah S\ed Kmdadul Ilaij was lluui, by h‘av(‘ of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The motion of Kai llarendranath Chaudhuii was then jmt and 
agreed to. 

The following motion, standing in the names (tf Kumar Shib Shek- 
hareswar Hay, Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta and Hal Hadha Charan Pal 
Bahadur was, by leave of the (\)uncil, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Ps. 7,921 under head ‘ ‘JO.—dhdici'-^Scheme 17 ' 
1)6 reduced by Hs. GJfil." 

The following motion, standing in the name of Balm Annada (diaran 
Dutta, was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ That the demaml of Hs. 595 under head ‘ 2(). — Ihilice — Scheme 18 ^ 
be refused.” 

The following motion standing in the name of Shah Syed Kmdadul 
Hacj wa.s then, by leave of the Coum il, witlidrawn : — 

“ That the demand of Hs. 17,700 ^under head * 20. — Police — 
Scheme 19 ’ for the revision of boat liire for temporary ImiuIs for Circle 
Inspectors, investigating officers, j)rocess servers, etc., in the Bengal 
Presidency be reduced by Hs. 750.” 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I move that the d(*mand of 
Bs. 5,000 under Iiead “ 2G. — ^Police — Scheme 20,” for the construction 
of a slipway at Narayanganj for the River Police, be refused. 
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The only reason 1 should like to advance is that the Police Retrench- 
ment Coniniitiee is very soon going to consider the question of tfie 
River l^olice. It may be abolished or may not be abolished, but the 
question may be taken up in August. 1 suggest that this demand be 
placed before this Oouncil after the (ommittee has submitted its report. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I supj>ort the above 
motion. 

The following motion, standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Ha(j, was, by leave of the (ounc.il, withdrawn: — 

“ That the dejuaiid of Rs. 5,1)00 under head ‘ 20. — Police — Scheme 20 * 
be reduced by Rs. 500.” 

i 

The Han’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHEN80N; I ojjpose this motion 
because it will iH)t 1 k‘ in the interc'st of economy. The existing slipway 
can only be used from May to ()ctober and within these six months only 
small launches can be pulhnl up on it. Tlie result is that we have tf) 
])ay docking charges to ]>nvate comj)ani(*s. The amount vvt* ]>iud in 
1020-21 was Rs. 2,540 and 1021-22 Rs. d,5()0. I'lu* amount w’e ])aid 
in these two years wouhl more than pa\ for )hi‘ sli])way. 1 think that 
Rabu Indu Rhushaii Dutla is vei\ oj>limistic about the nqiort of the 
Police^ Ret I'cnchmeiit Pommitti'c mou* so than sonn* othei‘> ol his col- 
h‘agu(‘s. I iiMjUiied of on(‘ oi his colh'aganvs and 1 was t(dd that th(*\ had 
not touched the District Polic(‘ at all and if they wme to do it, it would 
take them mor(‘ than ti\(‘ yeais. In tin* cn cumstances, 1 would ask 
this (5)uiicil to vote this mon(‘\ as a nuMisuri' of (‘conomy. 

Babu INDU BK^USHAN DUTTA: In vi(‘w of llu' information 
supplied 1)\ the lloirble MemlxM, I beg to witlidraw my motion. 

4'he motion was tlum, by h‘a\e (d tin* ('ouiicil, withdiawn. 

'I'he ('t)ivicil heie adjourned for 12 minutes. 

[ After the adjournment. ] 

The following motion, .standing in the nanu' of Rabu Annada Charnn 
Dutta, was, in the absence of tin* memlu‘i, deemed to la* withdraw'ii : — 

“ 4’hat the demand of Rs. 1}),2()5 under head ‘ 2G. — Police — 
Scheme 21 ’ be u* fused.” 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 move that the demand 
of Rs. P),205 under head ”2(1. — Polic e — Scheme 21” be refused. 

In the supplementary budjUet, it is showui as a temporary demand, 
non-recurring, but, as a matte*!’ of fact, it is a question of a recurring 
grant of Rs. 4(1. (HHl bec ause there are* about 20.000 constables and head- 
constables and for every three years we shall have to spc*nd a good deal, 
I.C., over a lakh and practically it would be a cpiestion of nearly 
Rs. 40,000 a year. 1 explained the situation to the Hon^ble Member in 
charge. If it is a question of Rs. 19,000 oc‘casionally for a year, I do not 
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miod it. For the comforts of constables, that may be done, but if it is a 
question of Rs. 40,000 a year, the Council will have to consider it. 
Formerly we had not to siKrnd so much : about four years ago, if is stated 
that we spent about Rs. 8,tK)0 a year. Now we shall have to sjiend 
Rs. 40,000. Why should not the constables make some contribution 
towards the cost of these nets? 


With these words, ] commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 have got nothing to add 
to what has been said by Babu Kishori Mohan (’haudhuri. I beg to 
supjx)rt the motion that the demand for Rs. 10,206 under head “20. — 
J^olice — Scheme 21 ’’ l>e refused. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Rs. 19,205 
under head “20 — Folice — Scheme 21^’ be reduced by Rs. 2,008»8. 

He delivered his si^'cch in Bengali, a translation of which is us 
follows : — 

In moving (Ijis motion, I say that if a moscpiito net is purchased at 
Rs. 5 instead of Rs. 6-12-0, we will save Rs. 2, (>08-8-0. 1 therefore move 

for the leductjon of this sum and the savings may be sjH-Uit on charitable 
puriK)ses. 1 hojK' tlie llon’ble Member will accept it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Tin j>i ovision of mos(|uito 
nets tor the const4jbles and h(‘ad-constahles 1 regard as a health measure 
and as an insniaiice. It is icall> cheai>cr in the long run to kee[> our 
men fit than to kec]> up a big n*serve. The health of the ixdice is not 
good in BiMigal and wv have not done all we can to improve it. At the 
same turn*, 1 liankl\ admit that tin* ideal is that we ought to spend 
annually Rs. 40, 000 to gi\t‘ the constables m(>s(|uito mds. » All that we 
have ever been able to sjicnd, so far, is Rs. 17,000 in 1914-16, Rs. 8,000 
in 1910-17, and then we ( los<*d down the provision or moscpiito nets. The 
passing- of this sum d(K\s not commit the Hou.se to any t‘Xpenlidiire m‘xt 
,\ear. I do not m(*an to say that. I shafi not conu^ lM‘foi’(» this House 
and ask for further pi ovision myit year. But as it stands, it not 

cioinmit tlie House* to sp(‘nd anything more, if w-e have got th(*money, 
I shall ask the House for a furtln*!- grant. If we have not got the money, 
we cannot HiH*nd. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I a^k whether it is 
not a fact that administrative .sanction has b«*en given to a scheme for the 
supply of moscpiito curtains to constables which w'ill involve a trienui^t 
expenditure of Rs. 1,24,000? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: When the scheme was 
sanctioned in 1914, the total estimated expenditure was Rs. 62,887. 
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There are many 8ch ernes which have been administratively approved, 
but cannot be carried out until funds are provided by this Council. 
Administralive approval means nothing? except that the Government 
approve of the scheme. If we want to spend money, we have got to 
come to the (^)uncil. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is it or is it not an item 
which will involve a trennial expenditure of Its. 1,24,(K)0? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSOH: The sch(‘me involving a 
trieinjial (‘X|XMi(liture of that amount is our ideal. The practical effect 
falls far btdow our i(l(*aL 

motions of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaiidhuri and Shah Syed 
Findadui TIa(i weie then juil and lost. * 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: With the same remarks as in the 
other case, I beg to withdraw the following motion : — 

“ That the demand for Its. 25,1)00 under liead ‘ 20. — Bolice — Scheme 
2’ 1 h‘ refused.” 

The motimi was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Th(‘ following motion, standing in the name of Bai Nibaran Das 
Gupta Bahadur, was, in the absence of the memi)er, deemed to l>e 
withdrawn ; — 

” Tliat tlu‘ demand of Bs. 25,000 under head ‘ 20. — Bolict* — Scheme 
20’ be refused.” 

The following m\>tion standing iii the name (d‘ Rai Dr. Haiadhan 
Dutt Baliadui, was, in the absence of the membei-, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

” That tile demand of Rs. 25,000 under head ‘ 20. — I’olice — Scheme 
23 * be reduced bv Rs. 17,500.” 

The following motion, standing in the name of Babu Indu Bhushan 
Duttu was, in the absence ol llie memiHU , deemed to be withdrawn — 

“ That the dtunand of Rs. 25,000 under head ‘ 20.--l*(di(T — District 
Polict* — Scdieme 20 ’ for the supply of iron cots, be reduced by 
Rs. 10,000.” 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHAR^8WAR RAY: I move that the demand 
for Rs. 25,000 for th esui)ply of mn cots to iK)lice odiiers under head 
‘ 20. Polii'e — S( heme 23,* l>e reduced by Rs. 15,750. 

The following motion, standing in the name of Babu Jogesh Chandra 
Sarkar, wivs, by leave of the Coumdl, withdrawn : — 

“ That the dcmmad of Rs. 25,(MK) under head ‘ 20. — Police— -Stdieme 
23 * l)e reduced by Rs. 15,000.” 
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The following motion, standing in the name of Babu Annada Oharun 
Dutta, was, in absence of the member, deemed to withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 25,000 under head ‘ 20. — l'o]i< i*-- Sc heme 
23’ be reduced by Rs. 12,500.’ 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 25,000 
under head “ 20. — I’ulic e — Sc heme 23 be reduced bv Rs. 1,850. 

He delivered his Ki)eech in Bengali, a translation of whieli is as 
. follows : — 

On inquiry I find that iron cots are available in the' nnirket at Rs. 25. 
I do not understand why then it will be purchascMl at Rs. 27. 1 said 

what I had to say, atid 1 leave it entirely to the oj)tion of the Jloiise. 

Mr. J. DONALD: We 1ia\e ht'ard weighty rtniscms adduced for 
the refusal or the reduction ol this amount. I'his sum is rc'quircul in 
conne(?tiou with a scheme which is intended to pioinotc' tHic health 
of the force. It is an insurance for the health of tlic whole forcc‘ and 
if we allow constables tcj sleep on the floor as they do now, and give 
them no proper cots, it m<*aiis extra resm ve and (‘xtra expemdit urc‘, on 
that account of niuc li jmhiic mon(*\ . This anionnt was calciilat(‘d on 
the basis ol a rate ol Rs. 27 per col hut the rate' to-day is iniicdi lower 
and, if the full amount is voted, we shall he able to get a much’ larger 
numl>er of cots and the exjxuiditure will dimmish in the future. We 
have to provide cots for the health of the forcc‘, and vve want to give 
them good and sanitary cots. I oj)pose thc.se motions. 

Kuinar Shil) Sh(*k]iaiesw'ar Ray’s motion was I hem put and lost. 

The motion of Sliah Syed Emdadul Ilacj was tficn, by leave of tlie 
Council, withdrawn. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI mrivcd that Jhc^ demand 
of Rs. 4,471 under head “ 20. — Ihdice — District I’olicc — Sclicme 24,” 
be refused. 

In moving this motion, 1 simply heg to inejuire^ wdiat will ]k‘ thc^ 
ultimate expenditure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: 4’his is n(»t cjuitc^ on the 
same lines as for the mosciuifo cui tains. In HR (>-17, wc ju-ovkIcmI lh(‘ 
head constables and constables on court and escort dutn*H with water- 
proofs, one waterproof each. The numlM*r of watc^rproofs bought 
then was 3,267. Since then w^e have added 4(i3 men to the total numl><‘r 
of men on the above duties and this is a i)roj^M)sal to give these 
463 men waterproofs which three years ago were given to the other men 
who were on the same duties. We cannot alford to providti all these 
463 men with waterproofs at oncie. We put down Its. 5, (KM) which, 
at the rate quoted in 1920, would have bought 200. T believe that 
the cost of the w^aterproofs has gone dow n and I believe that we shall 
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be aWf to l)uy more. I certaiuly undertake to buy as many as we can 
for the money. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In view of the Hon ble 

Menilx'f’.s reTuarks, I he<^ to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, hy leave of the Oouneil, withdrawn. 

The following motion, standing in* the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Ila(|, was, hv leave of the (•ouncil, witlidrawn : — 

“ Tliat tlie demand for Its. 4,471 under head ‘26 — Police— . 
Scheme 24 ’ In* reduced hy Its. 71.” 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY moved that the demand of 
Rs. 14,250 under head “ 26. — Police — Scheme 25 ” be refused. 

Babu IN DU BHU8HAN DUTTA; I supixirt this motion. No 
KsiHOMs aic‘ lu'cessary. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for 
Rs. 14,050 under head ” 26. — Polici* — Sclieme 25 ” he reduced by 
Rs. 250. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. 8TEPHENS0N: 1 am prepared to reduce this 
demand by Rs. 10,150, tin* reason luoiig we liavi* Ixuui fortiinat(‘ enough 
to be ablt* io gel liold of the ideiilical tiling we wanted at less price 
than that put down. I think the movers will agree to this. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; May I move an amendment to 
nnluci' the demand by Rs. 10,150. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. L. 8TEPHEN80N; 1 accept Babu Indu 

Bhushan Dutta’s amendment. 

^The following amended motion Avas then put and carried: — 

” That th(‘ dtunand for Rs. 14,1150 under head ‘ 26. — Police — Scheme 
25 ’ be reduced by Rs. 10,150. 

44ie original motion that the demand be refused w^as pul to the 
vote at the re(iuest of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray and lost. 

The motion of Shah S\ed Emdadul Ilaij was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; I move that the demand 
for Rs. 1,0(S,0S4 under head ‘‘ 26. — Police — Scheme ” be refused. 

Bengal is the only proviiu^e, except Burma and Assam, which employs 
military ix)lit‘e. The Fra.ser (hnnmission of 1902 had recommended its 
abolilion, but it has continued to exist. From the nature of the work 
which it has been called ujx)n to perform, and the number of occasions 
when its emjdoyment was found necessary during the post 12 years, 

1 think that it is very doubtful whether it is necessary to keep it any 
longer. We liaA^e appointed a Police Retrenehiiwnt Committee and 
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we find we do not want this military |K>lioe. This demand can also be 
examined by the general Retrenc hment ('ommittee. The whole question 
of the military i>olice is being examined by them. Refore we incur any 
new expenditure in this eonneetion, 1 think that we would do well to 
Wait and see what these Retreiudiment (\)mmittees have got to say about 
the very existeiu'e of the military pcdice. This is not an urgcuit e\|KUi- 
diture. We have done without it all these years and wc* would do well 
to wait a little longer. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ movc'd that the diunand of 
Rs. 1,08,(K^4 under head 2b. — Police — Scheme* 28 ” be reduced bv 
Rs. 10,800. 

* » 

Babu ilOGESH CHANDRA 8ARKAR: T move that the demand of 
RvS. 1.08,084 under lic*ad “ 2t*. — Police — Hengal Military Polic t* - Stlieme 
28 ” for rearming the Kastern Fr<mtic‘r Rifles with L<*(‘ l^lnfield Maga/ine 
rifles be reduc t'd to Rs. d(i,028. 

It cannot be said that all the* rifles have* become unsei vic(‘able at 
once. 41ie change may Ik* effec ted gradually and the c*x|M'ndit ure 
spread over a numlier of years. Some* of th(*.se rifl(‘s may be utilisc'd 
for other purjKises. 

Owing to the absence of Uai Dr. ITaridhan Dutt Ihihadur, the* follou ing 
motion standing in his name was dcc‘mt*d to be M'ithdrawn : — 

‘‘ That the demand of Its. 1 ,08,084 under h(‘ad hc‘ad ‘ 2b. Police — 
Scheme 28 ’ l>e reduced to Its. 50,000.” 

Babu AMTVILYA DHONE ADDY. T am grateful to tin* Oovc'rnment 
for its having supplied to me details in the* case* c^ the* su])j)b‘mentarv 
budget, but I am really sorry to find that in this ])aTtuubir cmm* no 
details liave been given. Then, Sir, it has bc'en said that wc* have got 
a luemoruTidum. I’hat memorandum states that the (‘.xistiyg rifles aie 
worn out and should be replaced, but as rc*gards the* d<‘tails of the 
exjxjnditure amounting to more than one* lakh of rupee's, I am rc'ally 
ftorrs’ that we have* not Ikm'Ii favoun*d with thc*m. AVhat J beg to submit 
is that it is a military c*xpenditure. It is the* fuimary duty of the* 
Government of India to maintaii^ the military polio* and as such I do 
not think that this (Council would l)e justified in sanctioning this grant,. 
The Government of India have incrc*aHed the railway frc'igbt on food- 
grains and on i)assengers and they have increased the* rate's of postcards 
and letters. Therefore, wo can justly J|sk the Govern mc*nt of India 
to incur this ex]M*nditurc*. However, as an amicaldc* .sc'ttlemi'iil , I 
suggest that we meet half the sum and ask the Governmc'iit of India 
to meet the other half. 

As regards the merits of the question, I may be allowed to say that 
we are sick of this military ixdic e. We have had sad ex|K*rienc<» in 
CBandpur and we have had similar experience of them on othc*r m e asions. 

I think they can easily be replaced by the civil |M)ljce, If JJengaJ 
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afifrees, then let uh appioach the Government of India to meet half the 
expenditure. 

IJabu Indu Bhufthan Dutta moved that the demand of Rs. 1,08,084 
under head 2G. — Police — Scheme 28 be reduced to Ils. 54,042. 

The Hon’ble Mr. If. L. STEPHENSON: The expenditure is urgrent 
aiid n(*ceHHary becauHc the rifles are falling to pie<ies. They are kept 
together vvilh difficuliy and every time they are fired, they go out of 
firder and new screws have to be put in and the stock is again 
screwed 1o the barnd. A large numlier of them are constantly at the 
armoury being i-epaired. We have been warned since 1918, that these 
rifles will not stand field service conditions even for a few days and 
the ])osition now is that they cannot stand field service conditions evert 
for two days. Therefore, the matter is urg-iiit. I can se<^ no justifica- 
tion for wailing till we get the reis>rt of the Police R<*tren(‘hment 
(Committee. I despair as to when we shall get the reixirt. T do not 
think we can ])ossibly take th(‘ resjxmsibility of ])ost]x>ning it. How- 
ever, W(^ get th<‘se rifles from the Government of India and if we return 
them we shall g(d credit for those we return accor-ding to the state in 
which we return thmn. Thei(‘fore, (‘ven su])iH)sing that after we 
receive Kumar Shib Shekhareswar’s note on the alxdition of the 
military ])olice we d(‘cided on its abolition, this money would not 
1 k‘ wasti'd as we could send the arms to the Government of India and 
get a refund from them. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will all the rifles be immedi- 
ately reipiiredF 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I am afraid T cannot accept 
any amendment which j>ro]H)ses to reduce the grant by half lx^cause it 
is imi)ossibl(‘ to have in one battalion two sej>arate aims. The rearm- 
ing cannot oe done gradually, it must be done all at once. Babu 
Amulya Dluvm' Addy has complained of want of details, but we have 
not got the details ourselves. We wrote to the Government of India 
and asked them what would Ix^ the charge for rearming this battalion 
with a s]K*cific rifle. They wrote back and said that the total cost 
would be Bs. 1,08,084, the cost of a rifle being Rs. 87, so. that we 
are absolutely in their hands. 1 agree that it would be a graceful thing 
for the Government of India to give us half the cost of these rifles. If 
they show tin* sljghtest desire either to give us the rifles ol* to meet 
half of the exjH*nditure, I should certainly jump at the opportunity. 

These motions were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand for Rs. 3,325 
under head “ 20. — Poli(‘e — Scheme 29 be reduced by Rs. 271. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I will not waste the time 
of the Council by giving any argument. I oppose the motiou. 
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The motion was put and lost. 

The following: motion, standing: i*' the name of Shah Syed Kmdadul 
Haq, was, hv leave of the (\)iineil, withdrawn : — 

** That the demand of Its. 1,271 und«*r head ‘ 2G. — Police — -Scheme 

50 * be reduced by Rs. 271.’* 

Ow'inj? to the absence of Ibibu Annada (’haran Dutta, tin* following 
motion, standinj^ in his name, was d(‘t‘med to be witlidraw n : - 

** That the demand of Us. d,920 under head ‘ 2(). — Police— Scluone 

51 ’ be refused.” 

The followin^^ motion, standing in the name of Sliah S\ed Kmdadul 
Haq, was, by leave «f tlie Pouncil, withdrawn : — 

” That the demand for IJs. d,920 under head ‘ 2G. — l*olice ScIumuh 

31 * be reduced by Rs. 1,9G0.” 

Owing: to the absence of Uabu Annada Pharan Dutta, the followinj,^ 
motion, standing: in his name, was deemed to b(‘ withdrawn : - 

“ That the demand of Rs. 1,2G0 under head ‘ 2G. — Police* ■ Scheme 

32 ’ be refused.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Us. 1 ,2()0 
under head ” 2(>. — Police^ — Scheme 32” 1 h‘ reduced by Us. t)3(). 

Mr. J. DONALD: The In sf)e(‘tors art* entith'd to fiet* (juart<‘rs, but 
as we have g^ot no ( TovernuK'nt building’s to put th(‘ni in \\v must give 
them sufticiefit allowance to cover the houst* rent paid by th(*m. I’he 
present rates ait* not so low as the member secuns to think. 

The motion was put and lost. * 

(twing to the ab.sence of .Maulvi A. K. Pa/.l-ul Haq, the following 
motion, standing in his name, was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“That the demand for exiH*nditure under head ‘ 2G. -* Police*,’ be 
refused.” 

The following motion, standing in the nann* of Mr. Uijoyprosad 
Singh Roy, was, by leave of the (’ouncil, withdrawn : — 

“ That the demand for Rs. .‘J,bG,471 under head ‘ 2G. — Police ’ Ix^ 
1 educed by Rs. 2G,000.” 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The (juestion now b(*foit* the House 
is that the sum, as settled in Council, l)e granted for ex|HMidilure under 
head “ 26.— Police.” 

The motion was put and carried. 


Adjoummefit. 

The Council was then adjourned till Tuesday, the llth July, 1922, 
at 3 P.M., at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assmbled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The (Council met in the (\nincil Chamber in llie Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 11th July, 1922, at 3 i*.m. 

Present: 

Thf^ l)(‘}nity-lhesideiit in the (Jiair, tin* Hon’hle the four Menihers 
of the Kxecutive (council, the Hon’hle the three Ministers, ami 102 
nominated anl eku ted memhers. 


Unstarred Question 

(answer to which was laid on the table). 

Grant-in-aid and Inspecting staff. 

156. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; (a) Will 
the TIon’hle the Minister in eharj^^e of the Derailment of Education be 
pleased to lay on the table a stutement showin^^ — 

(/) the nunilier and rank of the sujHu visin^,^ staff of the Education 
Department in Bengal ; 

(?V) the yearly salary of each of these officials; and 
(Hi) the amount drawn by each of thmn on an a\ciage as travelling 
exiHMises during eaih official yeary 

(h) Will the Hon’hle the Minister be ]>h‘ased t(> lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(?) the rate of grant to aided high English schools or any other 
class of schools in Bengal ; and 

(??) the yearly exinniditure of such grants in every district of 
flengal ? 

{(') Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(?) file amount of money yearly si>ent by each of the District Boards 
of Bengal for — 

(1) middle English schools; 

(2) middle vernacular schools; 

(3) \ipper primary schools ; 
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( 4 ) lower primary schools ; 

(5) patshalas; 

(6) maktabs; and 

(it) the amount of yearlv Govorniiieni io siipploincnt the 

amount of educational expenditure of each ^if the District 
Boards P 

(d) Is there any truth in the allegation that more money is spent 
on work of insix'ction than in granting aid for the actual work of 
education ? 

MINISTER in chM'ge of ^DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter); (*) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) A*8tateinent is laid on the table. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) No. The rates of the cost of ins)H*<‘tion {salaries--lra\elling) 
grants to schools, and grants to District Hoards for educ'ation is rouglily 

10:12: 15. 


Statement referred to in unstarred qneition No. loH sfnnving 

the number and rank if the sujfervisutg staff if the Ednaition 
Department y Bengal. 
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Statement referred to in iinsiarred question No, 166 (a) (ti), showing i 
yearly salary of each of the supervising staff of the Educatu 
Department^ Bengal. 



No. 



Y'early salary. 

« 




Rs. 

1. Iii«p(iL*t<>rfl nn<l 

U 



1,40,520 

Secoi (! 1 ii8|>ecl<»rs — 







Hh. 



Indian K<lu atioiial S^irvic* (7) 

1 o 

1 2.000 1 

cr ni'MiHiMii 

24,000 



1 ,000 

• V 

19,200 



1,500 

, M 

18,000 



1,050 

* 

12,600 


1 

050 

,, 

11,400 



550 

. V 

6,600 



550 


6,600 


7 



98,400 

KdiR*ati«)iii\! S<'ivi<‘e (7) 

1 (Ml 

TOO |H*r 


8,400 


1 „ 

55(» „ 


6,600 


2 

500 „ 

((‘acli). 

12,000 


1 . 

400 „ 


5,520 



4‘20 „ 


5,040 


1 

2,80 „ 


4,560 


7 



42,120 

Total 

14 



1,40.520 

11. AssiHtuil InujKM'torK for 

ft 



18,840 

Mnhuiuiiiwtan Kdiica- 





tlOll — 





K«lueatioiml ScrvK’c (f)) 

1 (Ml 

580 jirr 

!neMS(VM 

4,560 


1 n 

210 „ 


4,080 


1 e 

:m „ 

M 

3,600 


1 „ 

300 „ 


3,600 



250 „ 

- 

3,000 


5 



18,840 

HI. District Inspectors — 

28 



80,760 

Bengal Rdncatioral Service (‘28) 

1 (Ml 

700 per 

ineiis(Mn 

8,400 


1 M 

420 „ 

M 

6,040 


1 M 

380 „ 

,1 

4,560 


2 

340 „ 

,, (each). 

8,160 



300 „ 


3,600 


n 


M n 

51,000 


26 



80,760 
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Ifi'tiily salary. 




Rs. 



•Hs 

IV. BubdiviHional lii.>pec- 

61 




1,33,680 

tors— 






(61) oa 1^. 150 — 10—250. 

1 on 250 per 

niensent 

3,000 


IG 

210 „ 

M 

(em }i) 

4 0,320 



IHO 

M 

,, 

6 6/.) GO 


13 „ 

150 „ 


M 

23,400 


Gl 




1,33,680 

\. Sub-lDspectors — 

2G8 




3,41,880 

(268) On li». 75— 6*— jO ♦ 

vH oi 

170 per nieiisein (oacli) 

6,120 


. „ 

no „ 


,, 

1,46,160 


67 „ 

lOo „ 


,, 

84,420 

• 


M 



44,880 


ti7 

75 „ 


1. 

60,300 


268 




3.41,880 






— 

VI. AsMistniit Snli-JiiH|><*ctoiK 


• 




and Iiispfuting .MauKis — 

27 




14,460 

(27) On Ra. 35—2—75—3 — 00 

1 on 

63 per iiiri.Hciu 


756 


5 „ 



(eucit) 

3,060 


1 .. 

55 



660 


6 ,, 

41) 


(eneh) 

3,528 


:i ,, 

47 „ 

,, 

,, 

1,692 


1 .. 

43 „ 



516 


1 „ 

39 „ 



468 


0 „ 

35 „ 


(••a('li) 

3,780 


27 




• 14,460 

VU. AiHistant Inspect — 

12 




40,500 

Beogal Educational Service (12) 

i on 

425 p^T ineiiwMii 


5,100 


• n 

375 

1' 


4,500 


,f 

325 „ 


(< m il) 

7,800 


I o 

275 „ 


,, 

K3,200 


I o 

225 „ 



2,700 


^ o 

200 „ 


(eRcli) 

T,200 


12 

• 



40,500 

Vin. Inspectiekaea— 

2 




20,400 

Indian Educational Serrico (2) 

1 on 

1,100 per 

in»*ns««in 

13,200 


1 ,, 

600 „ 

*1 


7,200 


2 



• 

20,400 


28 a 
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No. 


Yearly salary. 



Rs. 

IX. InsfHictorof Eiiropefta 1 
Schools — 


12,000 

Indian Educational Service 1 on 

Its. 1,000 per inensera 

12,000 


Abstract 



No. 

Yoarl) salaries. 



Us. 

I 

14 

1,40,520 

II 

5 

18,840 

III 

2H 

80,760 

IV 

hi 

1,. 88,6 80 

V 

... 2()8 

3,41,880 

VI 

27 

14,460 

vn 

12 

40,500 

VIII 

2 

20,400 

IX 

1 

12,000 

(iHANI) ToIAL 

418 

8,03,040 


Slatcment referred to in ungiarred quefdiou No, 156 (a) (*^)» ^^owing the 
amount drawn by each Inspecting Officer on an average as travelling 
allowances during an o(hcicil year. 


lU 


Inapectors 

... 1,828 a year. 

Assif.ant and District Inspectors 

1,200 „ 

SubdiviBional InKjtectorK 

832 „ 

S«il>-lnspt*ctors 

363 „ 

Aeaistant Sub- Inspectors \ 


... 

Inspecting Maulvis ) 

316 „ 

InBpcctr»-sw.'H 

1,716 „ 

Assistanl Inspectresses ... 

1,024 „ 


NOTB.— Diftrlot Ktid SubdivUioDal liiMpectora bfing dcw c]Manofof!Qc«rs, the been c«Ioakttd 

fron th« r«tTirn« rtUiing to lVput.\ tod Addltiooal Deputy iDip^ctoii, tibom they here displaced. 



statement showing the grants made by Government to all classes of schools during 1921-22, referred to in unstarred 


CiUESl*IOM 


49 ( 



Hooglily ... 24.576 i 7,104 480 6,465 ! 11.9t)4 
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ikrjeeliQg ... | 8,456 9,110 ; 1,850 1 8,831 
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Total ... I 37.638 6l6 10.339 2,82.269 ' 44,124 3,74.986 2,36,808 
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27.— Ports and Pilotage. 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the HofPMe 
Sir ilohn Kerris 1 move that a sum of Ks. 32,254 l)t* granted for ex- 
penditure under head “ 27.— Ports and Pilotage.’' 

The whole of this demand relates to one scheme, the provision of* a 
motor launch for the Port Officer of tUiittagong. There are several 
motions for reduidion on the paper, and 1 think it will save the time 
of the Council if I explain now the necessity for this jirovision. Chitta- 
gong is the only jxirt in ^^hich a hiuii(*h is not provided hv Oovemiuent 
for the Port Officem The Port Officers at tin* larger ports have lauiudies, 
and even in the sinalh'r jiorts in Madras launclu's art* pn)vi<led. It has 
been a long-standing grievance with the Ptut Oilit er of (diittagong that 
he has to depend on Inirrowing a launch from the Port Commissioimrs, 
w’hich IS often impossible, and in that case he has to go about in sampans 
or country boats. That system ol travelling involves a great waste of 
time as the Port Officer’s jurisdiction extends ovei 14 miles of the 
river Karnaluli. Ihe matter was brought to a h(‘ad last year on tlm 
occasion of the JuirtaJa in which the inhabitants of Chittagong indulgecT 
During the hartals the boatmen refused to take then* boats out and the 
J*ort OHicer had to stay on shore, exc(*pt when In* could borrow a launch 
from th(‘ Port Commissioners. ’rin*re was om* iiicubuit which was 
particularly inconvenient and unpleasant. A mail steamer was 
anchored out in tin* river and was (h*.serted by tin* crew who went on 
shore to take jairt in tiu* hartal. 4'he steamer was full of jiassengers 
including a numlM*r of Indian ladies who wen^ naturally very much 
alarmed; they signalhsl to the Port Cflicer to come out to their rcsscue, 
but the l*ort Commi.s.sioners’ launches ]»eing away, and the iMiatmen 
refusing to tak^ out their boats, he had to stay on shore jind c.ould do 
nothing. Ila<l the Port ( tfficer had a launch of his own, he ('ould at 
least have gone out and n^scued the ladies. After this occurrenw, the 
Port Ofti cer very strongly impressed ujhui im* tin* necessity of providing 
for a launcih in the budget of last (‘old weather. Put as Finance Mem- 
ber I had laid dow’n the primdyle that no new e\i>enditure was to be 
provided for in the budget liefore the taxation Pills were passi'd ; and I 
felt that a.s Afarine Afember I could hardly go against my own jirinciple; 
therefore, 1 decidt^l to bring up the matter ]K‘fon* thi* Council as soon 
as we had surplu.s fund.s in our hands, and tliat is tlie reason for my 
demand to-day. 

TWt covers most of the motions which projiose that the demand 
should be refused, but Shah Syed Kmdadnl na<j, with his usual original- 
ity, has prop<)sed to reduce the demand bv Rs. 2,254. A ref(‘renc(» to 
the supplementary e.stimates will show that this sum whi(di he wants 
to reduce is the amount which covers the co.st of the crew and of the 
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petrol which will be required for working the launch. Does the Shah 
Sahib propose that we should spend Rs. 30,000 on a motor launch and 
then lea^^e it high and dry on the bank with the unfortunate Port 
Officer in no l>etter position than he is in at present? I trust that what 
I have said will convince the Council that the demand is justified. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ bidiig absent, the following motion 
was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

** That the demand of Rs. 32,254 under head ‘ 27. — Ports and 
Pilotage ’ being a provision for a motoi^ launch for the Port Officer, 
Chittagong, be refused.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I mo e that the demand 

for Rs. 32,254 under head ” 27. — Ports and Pilotage ” for a motor 
launch for llie Port Officer at Chittagong, be refused. 

What strikes me is this, that so long as the port of Chittagt)ng was 
not under the (lovernimMit of Bengal, the Port Officer could do without 
a launch. Now that the port has come under the Oovernmeut of Ben- 
gal, the Port Officer re<juires a launch; that was the reason of my 
tjpposition. But now that the matter has lieen explained by the 
Hon’hle Memb(*r in cbarg<‘, 1 Ix^g leave to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, })y leave of the (\>uncil, withdrawn. 

The following motion was, by leave of the (k)uncib withdrawn: — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: ” That the demand of Rs. 32,254 
under head ‘ 27. — Ports and Pilotage — Scheme 1 ’ l.>e reduced by 
Rs. 2,254.” 

The original diMiiand that a sum of Rs. 32,254 Ik* granted for 
exi>enditure under head ” 27. — Ports and Pilotage ” was then put and 
agreed to. 


30.— Scientific Departments. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT ol IRRIGATION * (the 
Hon’ble the Mahara]adhiri|)a Bahadur uf Burdwran): I move that a sum 
of Rs. 15,550 granted for exi>enditure under head ” 30. — Scientific 
Deixirtments.” 

I’his demand for grant has been put down in the name of my Hon’ble 
Colleague Mr. P. C. Mitter, but 1 have been asked to move this for the 
reason that the majority of the amount covered by this demand belongs 
to tbe Irrigation Department in connec tion with the payment of staff 
for the Hydro-Electric Sun’ey scheme, a matter regarding which I made 
some reference at the last Budget discussion, and in answer to certain 
queries I said that if in the supplementary budget sufficient funds were 
provided, I would make a start wdth the question of the Hydro-Electric 
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Survey of Bengal. For this reanon 1 beg to move for this demand. I 
may mention that within this Rs. 15,550 there is u sum of R^ 700 for 
the additional grant to the Varendra Researeh Society at Rumpur-Boaha. 
When the motion for the reduction of this amount comes up my Hon’ble 
CoUeague Mr. Mitter \vill give his reasons for this demand. There is 
another sum, included in this amount of Hs. 500 for expenditure under 
“ Stationery, ” and this will be rejdied to by mv ITon’hh^ (hdleagno 
Sir John Kerr later on. 

The following motions were deemed to Im' witlnlruwn as the mem- 
bers were absent : — • 

Rai Dr. HARVDHAN DUTT Bahadur: ‘ That the demand for 
Rs. 700 under liea<l ‘ dth — Scientific! Departments — Scheme 1 * bo 
refused." * 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: " That the demand oi 
Rs. 14,850 under head ‘ 30. — Scientific Departments — Sclunne 2 ’ l)o 
refused." * 

Maiilvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: "That the demand of Rs. 14,850 
under head ‘ 30. — Scientific' Departments * for hydro-electric survey, bo 
refused." 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: " 73iat the demand for (*x|KMiditure 
under head ‘ 30. — Scientific IVpartments, ^ b<' refused." 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 15,550 Ix' graiitcNl for ex- 
penditure under head " 30. — Scientific Dejiartmcnts," was then put 
and agreed to. * 


31. — Eduoation (Reserved.) 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EUROPEAN 
EDUCATION (the Horv’bfe Mr. H. L. Stephenson) : I mov(‘ that a sum 
of Rs. 89,000 be granted for exjvnditure under h(‘ad " 31. — Education 
(Reserved)." 

This item covers two grants, one of Rs. 29,000 for the additional 
salary grant for the C-alcutta Free School, and the other is Rs. (JO.tKK) for 
the St. Andrews* Colonial Homes, Kalimjamg. 

I should warn the Council that we projaise to ask thi'^fhmncil in the 
August session for another grant for the Eoretto Convent ; the total of 
these three grants is the same as was given last year, but they have 
been redistributed. The reason for the extra grant is roughly that all 
these three institutions are not only educational hut also charitable 
inf^tutions on a fairly large scale, and the occasion of their ne<'essity 
lof \»lp is, firstly, that the cost of the teaching staff has gone up very 
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much, secondly, the cost of feedingi has gone up very much, and thirdly, 
that owing to economic causes, subscriptions have gone down. The 
result is that these institutions are unable this year as last year to meet 
their expenditure. The grants will be given only when Government 
are satisfied that arrangements have l)een made with the help of these 
grants to make the institutions solvent for this year. As time is short, 
I jieed not go into details of these two grants ; I only move that the 
demand be granted. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 move that the demand 
for a sum ol Its. 29,000 under head 31.— Education— Scheme 1 ” be 
refused. o 

This is a grant in lump proposed to be gjven to a school which has 
suffered from (compel it ion with the Calcutta Boys’ School and other 
similar institutions. It has a very large compound in the business 
quarter of the city, ill-suited for the purpose of a public school, being 
tcK> close to a big po])ular market and in the neigh l>ourhoo;^ of a particu- 
larly notorious and disreputable ijuarter. Long ago, the Governors of 
this Institution decidtal to nuuove this scdiool to Ranchi where, I under- 
stand, a site had already been selected, and in the meantime arrange- 
ments were made to sell th<> e.xisting buildings and the land at a very 
high i)ri(*(‘. This grant now proposed cannot indefinitely ])ostpone the 
piojiosed removal of tlu‘ schoid. The sum, though insignificant for the 
Institution, will prove of v(‘ry great help in the extension of primary 
education in Calcutta, viz., for the estahlishment of free day schools for 
Anglo-Indian boys, the establishment of which can no longer be delayed. 
The large idot of land in the business (piarter will fetch an enormous 
sum any day, though it is true the Imom for land has passed away. The 
Governors of tlie institution should not, in my liumble opinion, delay 
in giving effect to their intention to remove this institulion to a more 
suitable site, nor should the Edueution DepartmeTit waste money they 
can ill-afford to s])are, to enable a tottering existence in the metro- 
polis against its ]»roinised healthy IHe at Ranchi. Under the circurn* 
stances I feel that the Government should spend this sum for improv- 
ing primary education for Anglo-Inditn boys, instead of giving the 
grant to a schwl, wbicb however deseiwing it may be, will not bene- 
fit very much by this grant. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 29,000 
under head “ 31. — Education (Reserved) — Scheme 1, be reduced 
by Rs. 9,000. 

He addressed the Council in Bengali in support of his motion. A 
translation of his speeidi is as follows: — 

The previous speaker has said all what has got to be said and I 
have nothing more to add, but it arises in my mind that Rs. 9,000 were 



1922 .] 


DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


43 :^ 

given last year. This year it has been raised to Ks. 29,000. I there- 
fore move that if it is not refused altogetlier it may he reduced by 
Rs. 9,000. 

^ Mr. W. L. CAREY: I reali.se that in U8 u layman, to lake 

part in a debate on education, in an as8einl)l\ where 1 know there are 
several expert educationist.s, 1 am treading* on delicate ground, for 
which reason I shall confine myself to generalities. My excu.se for 
speaking is that the opinion has been expressed to me on more than one 
occasion, in the past few’ months, and in one or two different platos, 
not, I am glad to say, in Bengal, that it is no |mrt of the duty of the 
Jieformed Councils to jirovide any of the funds for.tlie education of 
the Domiciled Community. 

I am surt^ that in thi^ enlighteiuNl provim*^^ of Bengal, W’here the 
benefits of eclucation are so rightly valued, ami its necessity admitted, 
and dmong my fellow'-members ot this (^)unril, such an opinion is not 
generally held, but it is In'cause I se4‘ from tliese resolutions on the 
paper that there are evidently sonu‘ one or tw’o members who hold views 
something of this nature, that I am attempting to show that they are 
wrong. 

Such opinions seem to me to smack of prejudice, and 1 would ask of 
you to raise the (‘onsideration of this subject above pn‘judico and to 
consider it from the point of view’ of the w'ell-lK‘ing of the State. If 
you look at the most civili.s<*d and progressive countries of th<‘ world, 
you will see that the Indter and mor(‘ advanced a country is, and the, 
greater its leadership in the things that matter, as compared with those 
that only seem to matter, the more is the interest taktui by the states- 
men of that country in the protection and <Mlucation of minontics 
existing in their midst, whether sin h minorities are alien or indigenous, 
with the objept of forming them into a us(‘ful section society and 
an addition of strength to the State instead of a weakness. The exact 
opposite obtains in backward countries where the existence of wc^ak 
minorities is only looked upon as an oi)jM>rl unity ff>r the oppression and 
taking advantage of them, with conscijiient detrimental r(‘sult.s. 

I am sure that this Council ^% ill not desire in sueh matters to follow 
any but the best examples, and this entails the education and preiwira- 
tion for a useful life of the children of the domiciled communities as a 
pert of our duties as well as the provision of primary schools and all 
other educational advantages for the pepple of the province as a whole. 
None of these do we wish to refuse, but would give our fullest support 
at all times, but at the same time I submit that these votes also are an 
integral part of the duty which we owe to our province of Bengal and 
T trust that this consideration added to the cogent arguments of 
Mr. Stark will siH5ure the passing of the votes in full. 

Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur is apparently misinformed with 
regard to the sale of the Free School lands which he has referred to. This 
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gale has fallen through, and the school is consequently feeling the great- 
est difficulty, and there is a danger that if the vote is passed, they may 
1)0 forced to get rid of a great number of its boys now being taught in 
that school. Therefore, 1 beg to support the demand for the grant of 
Rs. 89,000. 

Mr. H. A. STARK: The (Calcutta Free School is divided into three 
sections, an Infants’ Department, a Girls’ Department and a Boys’ 
Depirtment. The Governors of this school realising that the time had 
come when they must do what they could to develop the resources of 
the school, entered into negotiations for the sale of their property in 
Free School Streetr- 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: (Babu Sur^dra Nath Ray): I can 

only give you two minutes. ^ 

Mr, H, A, STARK: T shall not take up much of the time of the 
Council; it is seldom that T spenk. T entered uiH)n this point because 
this has been referred to by Rai Dr. ITaridlian Diitt Bahadur. The time 
of purchase was fixed at five years; the purchascis have not been able 
to find the money, and tin' result is tliat after two years of waiting, 
these negotiations have fallen through, and the Free School is in the 
same position as it was Iwdore they entered into them; however anxious 
they may be to make mom*y that do(\s not Indp them in their present 
emergency, and that is why this grant has been asked for. I do not 
know wliether it is generally known that the Free School was established 
near upon 190 years ago and during this pt'riod it has existed on the 
generous public and the help of the Government. At present there are 
nearly 500 children on its rolls, almost all of them orphans or children 
of parents who have no means. T would urge giving this grant on a 
materialistic ground, that it is really a saving of the public purse to 
maintain schools for these classes which, if left uncared for in child- 
hood and youth, must later on fill our polico courts, our reformatories 
and jails. Not long ago within the hearing of these walls, a member 
of this Council said, ** fill your schools, and empty your jails.” He 
was acclaimed and rightly so. The refusal or reduction of the grant 
for the Free Schcnd not only is false economy, but also short-sighted 
jwlicy. Close our charity schools, and in the course of a short time our 
streets will have on them waifs and strays, beggars and ruffians, who 
will be not only a menace to the public but also a wastage of human 
potentiality to the State. Here it seems to me is an instance in which 
action is prompted by the inability of one section of citizens to inter- 
pret and estimate the needs of another section. Charily schools are 
the outcome of Euroi)ean social conditions. Where the joint family 
system prevails they are not neces.sary, and yet with the march of time 
and the slow but increasing relaxation of domestic obligations in 
Indian society, occasionally we do find Hindus and Muhammadans 
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establishing charity schools for the deaf and dumb, the blind and the 
orphans. There can be but liitle doubt that the trend of evejits is in 
the direction of o]xoiing an ever increasing numlier of these charitable 
institutions, and the time is (‘oming wIumi in\ Indian fellow-countrymen 
will enter more symi>atheti(‘all\ into the s(*ntiinents in resininse to 
which Europeans and Anglo-Indians maintain so many orjdianagi's. 1 
would only ask this Oouncil to antici]>at(‘ that tinu‘ and even hen* to- 
day to look sym]>atheti{‘a11y upon tliose institutions whicli an^ indis- 
pensable in European s(H i(‘ty as it is now oiganisml It is wt'll known 
that the Eurojx^an coinnninit\ subscribe lib(*rall>' to Indian cbaritabh* 
institutions, be tliey the Uain Krishna Mission or a Muhammadan 
Orphanage or a ITp^du Ilonn'; and Ih‘U‘ I wish to sa\ how it lias pained 
nu' to se<‘ that tin' two schools that are threatemsl with a n‘t ri'iichnient 
of grants, aie both of them* chant \ schools. Striking at tin* ]>oor and 
needy, the destituti' and tlu' or]>han is a charactin ist ic so formgn to the 
lndian*niind indeed so ri'jmgnant to llinduisin and M uhamimnlanism, 
that I cannot believe ni\ fellow’ Founcillors will fail to ri'pudiati* it. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You have* e\cm‘<hMl \{>ur limit. 

Mr. H. A. STARK; lust one minute more; I do not care to sit dowui 
without finishing my argument 

The reductions proposed do not staun to be based on any subtle cal- 
culation, upon any <'\aminat nm of fa<‘ts - tiumcIv a slash of tlu^ pruning 
knife i’ecklessl\ administered Ibaluci' the grants, ne\(‘r mind what the 
results uiay be. 

I have spent the g’Ksater ])art of m> life in teacl^ing and wmrking' for 
the (‘hildren of tlu' Imlian coinmuiiil m‘s ; is it too much lor me to ex}M*ct 
that you w'ill deal kindlx with tii(‘ oiphaiis and tln^ destitute* children 
of my C()inmund\ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I have nothing t(» add tf> 

what has already been said. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I liave fMM'inission to 
offer a personal explanation? ♦ 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : Y(‘s, you may offi*r only a jx'rsonal 
explanation. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadui*; My remarks liave beim taken 
as having been actuated by some f(*eling ag’ainst the Anglo-Indian caim- 
munity. 1 can as.sure my frnmd that nothing was farther from my mind. 
What I have said has nothing to do with this or any other community; 
it refers to ray community as well. 

The motion of Kai Dr. Haridhaii Dutt Bahadur was then put and 

lost. 
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The motion of Shah Syecl Emdadul Haq was, b}' leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

The following motions were deemed to 1 h* withdrawn as the members 
were abseot: — 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA; ‘ That the demand for 
Rs. ()(),()()<) under head ‘ dl. — Education (Reserved) — Scheme 2,’ be 
refused.” 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; ” That the demand for Rs. (i0,000 
under head ‘dl, — Edu<‘at<ion (Keseived) — Scheme 2’ for additional 
grants to St. Andrew's Colonial Homes, Kahniponp, reduced to 

Rs. do, 000.” 

The following motions were, by h‘ave of the ('ouncil, withdrawal!: — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Rs. 00,000 under h(‘ad ‘ dl . — Kdmation (K(‘s(M\ed) — Scheme 2’ tor 
additional grant to St. Amliew 's Colonial Homes, Kalimpong, be reduced 
liy Rs. d0,000.” 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; “ That the demand of Rs 00,000 
under liead ‘ dl . — Education (Restu ved) — Si hmiu' 2’ be leduced by 
Rs. 40,000 ” 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; ‘ That the demand for exjxuidilure 
under head ‘ dl Education (Resm\(‘di ’ Ix' ridused.” 

a 

The original (h‘mand that a sum of Hs. 80,000 be granted ior expendi- 
ture under head “ dl. — Education (Re.served) ” was then jmt and agreed 
to. 


31.— Education (Transferred). 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; Tniove that a sum ol' Rs. 8,47,043, 
be granted for exjHmditure under head “ 31. — Education (Transferred).”* 
Members will find statemeuts in the ” Remarks ” columns of the 
NUpplemeiitarv estimates which will explain the various demands. It 
is not, howi'ver, jHissible iii these statements to present a compre- 
hensive picture of the ideas underlying these statements, and 1 projKise 
to exidain, in a few’ words, some of the moie innKirtant demands. The 
most imiKirtant demand with w’hich the House w^ill have to deal is the 
question of primary education. Members will find provisions made in 
Schemes Nos. 21, 22, 23 and 24. There is no doubt that the problem is 
one of great magnitude. The magnitude of the problem, however. 
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should not defer either the Governnieiit or the piihlie from tiirkhnp it in 
all seriousness. True demoerati(‘ st‘lf-f;o\ tu iniieiii will not he ^H)ssil)le in 
this ('ountry so lonj^ us we do not make u]) our mind to solve this prob- 
lem. How'ever diffieult the prohhon ma\ seem to those who have not 
considered it (‘arefully, 1 viuiture to as.stMt that the prohlem is not so ditli- 
cult of solution as man\ are apt to imaj»:ine last r(‘|>ort of the 

Director of Puhlie Iiistruetion will tell the memhtMs of the llomse that 
already 1,340, 000 eliihlren are mov in school .Veeoi dinj.^ to the last 
census re]K>rt, if eM*rv Iniy of school-^om^ a^t* in s< hool, the total 

numher would he about 2,030,000. So, more tlian half the prohlem has 
already heeii solved. In older to j^ne sonu* sort of education for tlu‘ 
1,^0,000 and oddi|)Uj>ils in tlu‘ pnmar\ sta^»*es of (‘ducal ion, tlu‘ j)rovinee 
H]>ent ahout Rs h3,27,o70 in th(‘ \ear 1020-21, out of which provincial 
r(‘venues contrihut(‘d Us. l V'l(),37l), local funds Us ti. 12.308, municipal 
fuiuE R.s. 84,000, t(‘es Us. 18,ll.lo8, endowm(‘nts Us 1.407, suhs(‘njv 
tions and other sources Us 3,18,041. Uesid(‘s thes<‘ sums, the Gov(*rn- 
ineiit si)ends dinu tly Its, 3,08,000, ])artl\ in its ( a])acit,\ as /.amindar and 
partly in noii-hoaid areas, * 

43i(* 1T()US(' will }K‘iliaps noiK'mhei- that a sclnum* forth(‘ improvtummf 
of ]>riniar\’ (‘ducation foi th(‘ town of (’alcutta is an accdiuplished lact, 
an a(‘C()mp]ish(‘d tail in the s(>iis(‘ that tin* mom‘N is there, hut, unfor- 
tunately, the fruition I’cmains I ha\e no douht that in (h(‘ near futurt* 
our (3ty l'ath(‘rs will taidvle the juohli'in with lhi‘ii usual (‘ner^y an<l 
very sinm (‘ver\ hoy of this town will n*C(‘i\(* free and comjailsorv (‘duca- 
lion. 33i(‘ mom'N is theM‘: hut thanks to th<‘ (‘in'r^nes of my friend 
Rahil Surendra Nath Mallik, within th(‘ shoid tinu' that he has taken 
(oer chai<^'(‘ of his oilici*, h(‘ has ali<‘ady stait(‘d,a numh(‘r of thcs(‘ 
schools (A voice: “ What aixnit tin* ( 'ommi^sioiKMs j"” ) . I do not ignore 
the (Omimissioncis, 1 ha\<‘ no (|uarr(d with them Let tin* GommiH- 
sioners show tjicir intci'est in the matt(*r h\ aituallx ^tartin^* these 
schools. I know that th(‘ ('haiimaii cannot do it without tin* sup|H>rt 
of the ('ommissioners flow(‘\(*r, that is h\ the way Now’, Sir, with 
the leave of tin* IIous<‘, 1 (hvsin* to say a few woids m connection with 
j>rimarv education, and I ma_\ assur«‘ tin* iIous(‘ that with i(*^ard to 
most of the oth(*r matters I sliajl not detain the House. As re^ard.H 
primary education, 1 have already told the House that we should not he 
deterred hy the ma;jnitude of the' prohhon. d he jK^pulation of our 
province is ahout th(‘ same as that of (fr(‘at lintain; hut. in England and 
Wales, sc'hools W(*re ]na(’t lealK made fr^n* sinc(‘ 18ff2, that is to say, it 
took them more than 22 years to mak(‘ their s( hools fre(‘, and it Uiok 
them more than 25 years to tackh* tin* prohlem effectividv so far as the 
question of compulsion was concerned, h(‘('aus(* (*v<*n in 1895, only about 
80 i)er cent, of the boys in England and Wales wen* in hcIkkiI. We have 
already started witli more than 50 iK‘r cent., and if we seriously try 
to solve this prohlem, with the desire of our masses for (*ducatiou and 
the keeiine.s8 of Bengal to provide for education, and with co-oiM*ration 
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between Oovernment and the local bodies and the people, the problem 
of primary education, I say, will be solved much sooner than many of 
us are a[)t to imagine. 1 do not for a moment minimise the difficulties 
and the magnitude of the task before us; but we have the experience 
and example of Great BriUiin and other countries which have solved the 
]«’ol)lem, and, guided b>^ihe ex]H‘rience of these countries and with the 
j>atriolisin of our ])eople, I am sure (lie pioblem will be solved much 
Ht)oii(‘i than it took tin* })ione(‘r countries to solve it. 

Members of tin* House are aware that a S]H*cial Officer was apl)ointed 

to rej)ort on the (|U(‘stion of juimary education. The reiK)rt of that 

Sj>ec]al Officer wl»i(*li w'as re(‘eived hist y(‘;n’ was widely circulated both 
in English and Bengali; it was supjdied to evcr\ member of this 
(^nincil and to man\ rej)i(‘sentat iv(‘ liodies and associations and to ef’cry 
local body iri tin* piovince. I have l)e(‘n ?.sk(‘d mort* than once as to 
whether this scheme is an acce]>t(*d sch(*me or not; and I liave said tliat 

it is neithei an accepted s(dn*me nor a ri'jected scheme. It is a pro- 

visional scln*nn*, a u.seful scheme which will s(‘i\e as a basis of dis(‘USsion 
betw’een the diff(*rynt local bodl(*s and the Go\erniiU‘nt ofticials; but so 
long as the local bodn‘s ac<e])t some of tin* conditions which I desire to 
lay down, any deviation from that scdieme will be acc(*]>tal)le to me. T 
ha\(‘ b(‘t*n told that Mr. Biss’s schenn* is t‘X|H*nsi\(‘. I need not go into 
that mattei, but if an> public association oi lot al body ])uts forw’ard 
any acceptable s(‘ln‘nie that is less exjx'iisivc*, 1 shall welcome its helji 
and co-o]M*rat ion in tin* matter. But, Sir, I am si)n\ to say that although 
Mr. Biss’ ^ rejKirt was widel\ circulati'd and although we ask<*d for 
jniblic opinion, tin* n*spoiis(* uj) to now has b(*en ^erv disapjxiinting. 

1 make* tills r(*mark in no carping sjiirit, but I sa\ this rather to rouse 
tin* eonsci(‘nee of tin* nation against its apathy in tin* jiast. (If the 
prominent juiblie nn*n comsulted, mv i*stet‘med frn*nd, Raia llrislnkesh 
Law* and soi#(* otln*r jmblic men w(*r(‘ tin* oidy f(*w who favoured me 
with (’onsi riK't iv(* suggestions. Of (he |)ublic associations, the British 
Indian Association was. |M‘rhaps. the only well-known assoenat ion which 
favoured me with its Mews. Definite* seln*mes ha\<‘ been prepared jn 
(*onsultation with ever\ municipalit\ of tin* proNiiu'e and wdth more 
tlian union boards. Although I have* ln*ard general critieisms about 
the (*x|>t*nsjve nature* of the* seheme, 1 have* \et tei receive a construe'tive 
alternative* scheme. It will, I think, relieve the situatiem if 1 again tell 
hon’ble* members that 1 have* not aeeept(*d Mr. Biss’s scheme yet; but 
] would like* the local beielies to send to mv ele[mrtmeiit schemes of a 
less exiH*nsi\e nature whieh they want to place lK*fe)re us. I, however, 
desire to lay deiwii e'ertaiu e'oiielitiems. The eemditioiis are five iu number 
auel are as fedleiws : — 

(ej) The i>a\ment of living wages to teac hers. I have no eibjection 
to varying the.se wages for different localities. Indeed, it is 
just and projx'r that wages should vary iu different localities 
as local conditions differ. 
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This is the most important condition. The local imhlic or the 
local body, as the case may he, must find half the^exiH‘ndi> 
tiire. Ill the earl\ ivriod of last year an impression ^‘ot 
abroad that (Government were not prepared to samdion any 
scheme niih'ss tlu* s<‘heme provided for free e<lucation. This 
impression is not coir(‘ct. It w nndoiibtcslly true that (Jov- 
erniiHOit would ^ive eviu’v preference to a scheme whii’h 
attempts to mak(‘ juimary tsliication fre(‘. Ibit as our first 
jiroblem is to break illit(*ra(*v and as a consuh'rable amount 
is r(‘alised from t(‘es, 1 shall b(‘ (piite prepared to consider 
schemes which purpose to charge* fet‘s from, say, half the 
numb{M»of jnipils. Tlu* half contribution of tlu' local publu' 
or the lo< al bod\ , as the cast* ma\ be. ma\ bt^ found in tees, 
endowments, taxations, contributions from local bo<lit‘s or 
any other depc'iidabh* sourct* of contribution, d'he (lovt'rn- 
ment share of contribution will bt* half of the total exix'iuli- 
lurt*. As (iovernnuMit will eontribiite half the total 
e\]>enditure, tlu*\ will ri‘s(*r\e to tlu*nis(‘lv(‘s the ri^^'lit of 
insistin;^ on half tht‘ number (d boys beiii^»- tau/^dit free, but 
as betw'etui two lival seluMiuvs in oiu* of which tlu* local 
bodies are prt‘par(*d to make primary (‘dueation fr(*e and the 
otluu not so, (‘\t‘rv pr<‘f(*renee will bt* ^i\(‘n to tlu‘ party 
w hos(‘ di'sire is to maki* juimarv 4‘dueation fris*. 

S( bools must be located in sanitary and w’ell-V(*n hlat<‘d 
stiuetuies A w ron^'’ im jU’ession has ^r(»l abroad that we 
insist on purcii st met ur(*s. Niithin^^ id' tin- kind, d’his 
d(‘mand of Its 1, of), 1)1)0 is tor 100 union boai'ds A union 
board has an an*a oi about S to 10 sijuaii* niih's and there are 
ofteii about b to 10 s4 ImhiIs in (*ach. Roughly ^p<‘akin^'’, the 
av<*ia^e cost ot ( iov4*i nnuuit shai<* will In* p4*rhaj)s H()nu*thin|^ 
])etw’e<*n Its, 000 to Its. 400 only for <*a< h school housi* and only 
a kutr/i/i stiiu tiire is ])ossible with this mon(‘y. Hut I must 
howu'vei insist on tlu* structunxs b(un|^ sanitary and w(‘ll- 
ventilated, but if a particular local body or a municipality 
desiics to cn*( t a s< bool hous<* in a locabt \ where the site is 
ex]M*nsivi* and want to have a pnrni strut turi* on such a site, 
I shall w(*lcome a jmrra stnudure. I^'urther, even m phues 
w'liere tlu* site is not very ex^H*nsiv(*, a purra structure on 
eomfiarati vely inex]K*nsive line.s is often more ecommiical in 
the lon^ run than a kiitrha structure*. Then, a^ain, ii pucca 
stnicturo has tlu* advanta^i:e of lM‘ing“ financed from loans 
and, ther(*fore, it wull Ik* (*asier both ft>r the local luidy and 
the (lovernment to find the money. I shall leave it to the 
local bodies to decide in th<* first place, what sort of structure 
they like to have. 
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(d) The proper distribution of schools. We cannot afford to have 

schools very near each other, nor is it desirable to have them 
' at a great distance from each other,. as we are dealing with 
little boys. 

(e) The concentration of children so far. as possible. 

Subject to these five conditions, I am preimred to consider any scheme. 

Instead of detaining the House with regard to various other matters, 
1 shall just draw the attention of tlie House to the observations in the 
“ Remarks ” column witli regard to our schemes for girls’ education, 
Muhammadan education, exj)ansion oi education amongst backward 
classes, improvement of physical education, including improvement of 
health, ideas of discijdine and duty amongst students! exi>ansion of non- 
Government mufassal colleges, especially ou.tlie science side, provision 
for education among children witli criminal tendencies under the Hengal 
(niildren Act, and last, but by no means th(‘ least, the grant .to the 
Calcutta University. 

1 know that this is a (piestion in which every member of the House 
is keenly interest(‘d, and 1 trust that the critics' of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, after they have listened to my observations, will 1 r‘ satisfied and 
will agree to jiass the grant foi Rs. 2,^)0, 000, which, under the ])resent 
condition of the University, is not }K*rha])s enough. I hoi>e that they 
will agree to pass the grant witliout any acrimonious rtunarks and 
without a division. There is no doubt that tin* Calcutta University is 
urgently in ne(‘d of funds; without iunds it is likely to colla])se. The 
('ulcutta UniversitN has hrought to tin* notice of the Government that 
there is an estimated deficit for the \ear amounting to 

Rs. 5,00,000. It IS imperative, therefore, to give a substantial grant, 
and that at une(*‘ to the Calcutta University, so that this great institu- 
tion may he saved trom ruin. Tins House will remember that in August 
last year a resolution was passed, in sjute of my opposition and advice, 
in which the House demanded that a committee should be apjKiinted to 
examine tlie affairs and, es}K*cmlly, the financial affairs of the Calcutta 
University. (Hear, hear.) 1 jH'omised at the time of that debate to 
deal with the subject-matter of tliat re.solution after 1 had the views of 
the Calcutta University before me. I liave not deviated from that 
jiromise and will not deviate from it. The reason for the delay, however, 
re(iuires a word of exjdanation. In my budget siK^ech in March last, I 
told the (hmncil that 1 exi>eeted to deal with the matter at an early date. 
Soon after that — I Ixdieve the s|HHHh was deliveied on Ist March — on 
the 12th March the Syndicate held a meeting to decide ujxm their line 
of action with regard to the resolution of this Council. Since then, they 
have appointed a committee of the Senate to deal with the matter, On 
the 27th of June last, the Registrar informed the Government that the 
rejxirt of the eominittee was exjiected to be plai'ed before the Senate at 
a very early date. I understand that since then, on Saturday last, the 
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committee had finished its reiK)rt and that the Senate would soon deal 
with the matter. 1 he liniversity has also informed the Government that 
it is willing to place fimwicial information before Government. 1 submit, 
Sir, that this last mentioned point completely changes the asivct of the 
case (Hear, hear.) W hen the University is willing to place all its finan- 
cial affairs before th(‘ Government, the II oust* will have an opjhirtunity 
of dealing with tlie (iiiestioii on its own merits. This decision of the 
University to plact* its financial affairs before the Government was first 
arrived at by the Syndicate and has subsecjiiently been confirmed by the 
Senate. Further, there is another very imjKirtant asjXH’t of the (juestion. 
to which 1 desire to draw^ tin* attention of the House, namely, tlie audit- 
ing of the accounts of the Uiiivi*! sity. The auditing of the accounts 
up to June, UJ21, is, 1 am told, almost ready for suiunission befoiv 
Government. I further umlerstand that tlie ainlit offi(‘(‘rs ]>roiH)se to 
make certain suggestions about the current year’s aci'ounts as well. 
It is with the cuneiit yt'ar’s ac(*ounts that we are more concerned than 
with the past year's. We vm*h* all agi(‘(*d, when this c|ii(*stion w'as 
debated twice or thricc* in this Hou.se — those who an* critics of tin* 
University, those who are its fiiends, and those who want to Indd the 
balance even — all tin* partn*s were agre(*d that we must save the 
University; the diffen'iice being only with regard to tin* method. 
Now’, first of all, the University has promis(*d tin* information 
W'e want; and in the in*xt few da> s. I shall have imjioitant informa- 
tion from the officers of the Government Tln*rcfor(*, I wouhl 
ap])eal to tin* House*, since tln*\ have wait<*d so long, to wait a litth* 
more. 1 would ajipeal to (he House* te> pass tin* giant ; it. is urge*nt. and 

imixuative that this giant should be* jiassed. (H(‘ar, h(‘ar.) If you 

do not pass the giant, \ou will be* incuning a very serious r(‘S[M)nHi- 
bility indeed! Then the* House will have to })(*ar the re*s]N)nsibility of 
being charg(*d 1)\ |Kiste*ritN of killing high <*du<‘atn)n in tin* juovince. 
I am sure tha^ the hettei mind ol tin* House* will hsik *at both sides 

of the question and that the* Henise* will api>ree iate that if w-e* waint to 

improve the condition of the* j)atie*nt, we* mu.st allow' him to live*; we-e 
must not kill the jiatient by starvation. Starvation is staring the 
Calcutta University in tin* face, and unle.ss vein make this grant imme- 
diately to-day, the ee)nse<}Uenee*s wdll be very 8e*rious. 

One w’ord more and 1 have* done. I have* re*|K*ate*d more than once 
w^hal my attitinle in this matte*r is, and I once more* assure tin* House* — 
if assurance were needed — that wlien the view.s e)f the* Uiiive*isity and 
the audit report and notes are l>e*fore im*, T sJiall stand by every w'ord 
that I have uttered in this Hou.se in the various dehaUis that have taken 
place in this connection. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: I move that the demand of 
Rfl. 2,50,000 under head “31. — Education (Transferred),” for the (Cal- 
cutta University, be refused. 
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I have heard very carefully the speech of the Hon’ble Minister on 
this point, and we are assured that the Calcutta University is now 
willing io submit its accounts to Government.* I must draw the atten- 
tion of the members of the Council first to the resolution which this Coun- 
cil passed on the 30th of August last. The resolution is as follows: — 
** This Council recommends to Government that with a view to deter- 
mine what financial assislance, if any, should be given to the Calcutta 
University, a committee consisting of such and such persons be appointed 
to intjuire into and re|)ort on the general working of the University, 
in particular, its financial administration, etc., and recommend such 
urgent measures or reforms as may l>t‘ necessary.” Six months after 
that on the Isi March, 1922, the llon’ble Minister announced that he 
had writ t^n to the (.'alcutta University that they would have to submit 
their reiKirt by the 7th of that month. Wliat hapjiened since then we 
do not know. 

TK6 Hofl’blo Mr. P, Ci MITTER; I have already explained the 
matter. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: hi the same si)eech the 
Hon’ble Minister made the lolloping statement — 

The Univernity Hhnuld not li}i\e the provision wiiicti has accumulated 

(lurin^i NO Mian> years in one sin^^lc y<‘ai, ami thus biouj^ht tlic ])iemier Univer- 
Hity to the ver^;e of bankruptcy. 

He also added — 

We, the inemberH of this (kuincil, Nhould all join in trying to improve the 
Calcutta UniverNity {nunk ihv xviud “ 1 7/170 oi’c ”j and jilace the institution on 
the Name hi^h iKHlestal mIiicIi it occupied in the past 

1 his shows that the (’alcutia Cniversity had swerved from the high 
place it once occujued. Then he went on to say— 

Ah rejjards purely academic matters, this House ouj^ht luit to have any say, 
but UH regards matterH which touch the publu intimately — matters like the 
financial administration — I submit, with the utmost confidence of the House 
that this House has a right, and it would ht^ failing in its duty if it did not assert 
that right. 

1 lay greal stress on the last few words of the Ilon’hle Minister and 
I say that 1 want to assert that right now. On the face of all these 
fitateinents and charges of maladministration brought against the 
(’alcutUi University by the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Education, and also various other charges brought against it by 
several members of the Uouik'iI, and in view of the fact that it has 
wasted lakhs of rufiees, shall we, as reasonable members of the 
Council, be justified in voting this demand without an inquiry into the 
reasonableness of this demand? I ask the Council in all seriousness to 
refuse the demand unless effect is given to the resolution which we liave 
passed. That resolution relates to a transferred department, but when- 
ever we ask the Minister to do this thing or that, he opens out his 
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palms and asks for money, but this resolution has nothing to do with 
money; it is simply a matter for appointing a eommittee which the 
Hon’ble Minister himself thinks that we are justified in demanding. 
The Hon’ble Minister has also said that if the ('alciitta ( diversity takes 
up an attitude of antagonism to this House, it will alienate its 
gymimthy with its financial embarras.sments, ami will justify the Hous<* 
in not coming forward with money to lielp it. This is the vie^ 
which I have all along held in regard to this matter. I'lie attitude 
of the Calcutta Cniversity is still antagonistic to this House. It has 
abused the memliers of this (’ouncil in a manmu* unworthy of 
such an at'ademic body. The T^niversity has refused to submit any 
account or any inf^iination about its finances to this Council Tim 
University goes further than this; the\ have dartsi to lake the Gov- 
ernment to task by sa\1ng that the Goviunment should not have 
placed on the (hmncil table an audited re|>orl of the Univtosity. 'rh(‘ 
liniver?iity*8 attitude is also antagonistic as a]>]HMirs from the fact that 
they made an attempt to pass a vote of censure against the Minister for 
Education in Bengal. In the faim of all these things, 1 ask whether it 
it will lie proj^*!' for us to giv(» our assent to th(‘ demand which has 
lieen made by the Iloii’ble Minister. 

I would only say a few words more- to my friends hen* and it is 
this. We want(‘d to nKpiin* as to what financial assistaio'e shouhl Ik‘ 
given to the University, but we have b(‘en giv(‘n no information at all; 
so how can wi* jniss the demand of the Ilon’ble Ministt'r made just nowy 
We refus(*d to jiass tin* jK)lice grant becaus<* siitticient matiuiais were 
not plact‘d be foie us, but here are .sufficient materials in our hands 
against the University. • 

In these circuiusiances, I ask the ('ouncil to refuse this demand. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: We are ver> glad to hear 
that University authorities are now willing to submit the ac(X)iintH to 
show the real state of things. It is not our wosli that the University 
should cea.se to exist. Why Rs. b lakh.s — 1 have no objection to give 
to the University even Ks. 10 lakhs. I would res|)ectfully ask the 
Hon’ble Minister if a m on th’.s* delay would be any great obstacle 
to the affairs of the University going on smoothly. In that case we 
may wait. In the August .session we may see what amount is really 
needed and wo should then grant actcordingly as the necessity ari.ses. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I agreT in opjHising this demand for a 
grant of Rs. 2h lakhs to the Calcutta University, but my reasons 
are different from those urged by the j)revious sjjeakers. I proiMJse to 
rest my case solely on the jxiint of view of the Muhammmlan commu- 
nity, piirticularly because I have noticed a tendency of late in those 
who wield authority to ignore the Muhammadan community altogether 
In opposing this grant, I wish to guard against being misunderstood. 
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liowever much I oppose this demand, I do not put myself in opposition 
to the Minister in charge, and although what 1 say may be taken as a 
vote of 'censure on the Calcutta University, I mean no such vote on the 
Minister in charge. The Calcutta University was founded in the year 
1857, and I think I can say, witiiout any fear of contradiction, that 
ever since its inception it has systematically ignored Muhammadan 
interests. It l>egan with two Muhammadan members on the Senate 
and the (-ouncil would be sui prised that till the year 1904, when the 
University Act was jiassed, tlie Muhammadan representation on the 
Senate of the (’alcutta Univer.sity never exceeded 5 jier cent. When 
the Univeisity was founded, the (hiiveisity buildings and also all other 
institutions conne<*ted with the University were located in parts of 
the city fur remote from the Muhammadan quarters, with the result that 
the Muhammadan community were almost/ cut off from the ennobling 
influences of mo(h*rn University life. The University Senate, as 1 have 
already submitted, had a jnirticularly low representation of Muham- 
madans. There was then no election. The nomination was made by 
Government on the recommendation of the University and although 
Muhammadan education made rajiid -strides, the University never thought 
fit to include on tin* list of Fellows, even Muhammadans of undoubted 
merit and ability who might not only had been able to lietter repre- 
sent tin* views of th(*ir own community in the University, but would 
certainly liave added to the weight, dignity and, 1 may say, to the 
success (d‘ the deliberations of the Cniveisity as an educational institu- 
tion. That was with referenci* to membershi]) of the Senate, ('oming 
to tin* Syndicate, the Executive (\)inmittee of the University, it is 
surprising that sonn*times there was a solitary Muhammadan member, 
but more often than not Muhammadan memlH*rs were absent in the 
Syndicate jiltogether. In the S(*nate, the rejiresentation was ridicul- 
ously lo\N and in tin* Syndicate there was often no n*presentation what- 
soever, and 'ihe Uouncil would be surprised to hear that up to now 
there has not lH*en a single Muhammadan Yice-Cdiancellor of the Cal- 
cutta Univ(*rsity. Does anybody say that since the enactment of the 
statute establishing the Calcutta University, there has not been one 
single Muhammadan fit to hold the jHist of Vice-Chancellor? Muham- 
madans have figured as Judges (d‘ the 'High Court, Muhammadans have 
held the jKist of Chief Justice of a High Court. A Muhammadan has 
Wn the first Indian Member on the Privy Council and yet thi.s is the 
justice of the Calcutta University that the Muhammadan community had 
so far been ignored that not h single Muhammadan has been thought 
fit to hold the post of the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University. 

Mfi BIJAYPR08AD 8INCH ROY: May I ri.se to a point of order? 
Can the member refer to these things? 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I am opposing this demand for grant 
and I want to show that the Calcutta University is deserving of the 
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severest condemnation at the hands of the Muhammadan community. 
There is no question of “order.” 

Mfi AJOY CHUNDER DUTTs Does the ('ah'uttu University a{qx)int 
the Vice-Chaueellor, or dcK‘s the (Toverninent do so? 

Mauivi Ai K. FAZL-UL HAQ: The Ualeutta University has j^ot 
a very great hand in the apixuntinent of the Viee-( 'haiu ellor. We know 
how these things hap{>en. 1 say this deliberately, and I hope that niy 
remarks will be placed before llis Excellem y the (lovernor and also the 
Viceroy. There is ^ilways something underhand about these things. 

Now, Sir, I will iKiint owt one or two instances \n which Muham- 
madan interests ha\e been deliberatcdy ignored. You have a sphuidid 
building where the Univtusit} Law ('ollege students live but, 
pray, tell me, why is there not a single seat for Muhaniinailans in the 
building? 1 do not grudgt* my Hindu iellow^ br(*tlnt‘n liaving a 
si>lendid institution for tb<‘ students of their communitN, but 1 think 
the Muhammadans have got an equal right and (laim on the resources 
and funds of th(‘ University. We rt‘presented this fact to tln^ I'liiviu*- 
sity but it was all in vain. In UH4, I mov(‘d a nvsolution in the 
Bengal Legislative Council which was tardilv accepted b\ the tlnui 
Director ot Public InstriK tion and the r(*sult was that wv had a liostel 
for Muhainniadan Law stinhuits at No. IL College Squari*. It was 
nothing but a dirty hovel where no res|H*ctable gentleimui could live 
and what lias tin* Calcutta l’ni\(‘rsity doin* after having nursed it lik<* 
a stei>-mother ? It has iibolished the hostfd altogetfuM-. What was the 
fate of the Muhammadan Law students? They had to sliift (dsewhere 
and w<‘re scattered all over Calcutta. This, Sir, is the state of affairs 
so far as the Muhammadan hostel under the Calcutta Cfiiversily is 
concerned. 

I now come to the (piestioii of the Rdnizan incident and I shall 1m* 
as brief as jiossible. From the stat4‘ment jHiblished by the Calcutta 
University itself, it is ajiparent That the Univ(‘rsity authorities knew 
in flanuary that the would fall during the jM‘riod which has 

been fixed for the University examinations. The Cniveisity did nothing 
to prevent the University examinations from being held in the month 
of Ramzan and when we took objec tion it ^.ame out with a tardy explan- 
ation that the examination should not Im further iiostponed •}» 
reason of the fact that the uon-co-oj>erators had induced certain 
students to abstain themselves from attending the colleges and, there- 
fore, it was necessary to finish the examinations l>efore the scissions 
began. I ask any one who is going to stand up in his defence of the 
University, what prevented the University in January from fixing the 
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dates earlier? What prevented the University from holding examina- 
tions according as we suggested, keeping tlie Ramzan days afar and 
setting apart only those subjects which were not of very much import- 
ance. The University turned a deaf ear to our representation and all 
that it did was to hold a supplementary examination for those Muham- 
madan students who did not a])t)ear during the ordinary examinations 
of the nniversity. Now, Sir, recently a certain statement has been 
published by the University to show that our objection was groundless 
and that the Muhammadans themselves were not very particular about the 
examination being lield in the llainznii days. The statistics jmblished 
show that the muiassal students did not take advantage of the supple- 
mentary examination, but the (Calcutta students, pn ctically all of whom 
refused to sit tor the examination in the Ramzan sat for the supple- 
mentai’V examination. Tlie moral the University seeks to draw is this, 
that the majority did not a\ail themselves of the privileges granted by 
the University. I say that the conclusion to be drawn is quite the 
contrary. It shows tliat the mufassal students were at the last 
moment told not to aj>]K*ar in the University examination but to keep 
thems(dves liack for the sujqdementary examination and for that pur- 
jHise they would have to come t.o Calcutta, (^oming to (^alcutta would 
have been a great strain on them and so the\ accejded the inevitable 
and sat for the examination during the Ramzan days, but Cahmtta 
Muhammadan students on(‘ and all ludd themselves aloof and did not 
sit for the ordinary examination, but sat for tlie supidementary exam- 
ination. I say, therefore, tliat the Calcutta University acted quite 
injudiciously and without any regard for the feidings of the Muham- 
madan students in oroceeding to hold the examination during the 
Ramzan days. 

Then, Sir, the lat(‘st injustice done to Muhammadans is the intro- 
duction of the vernacular as the medium of examination. The Univer- 
sity has decided that the medium of inslruclion shall be Bengali. Now, 
Sir, tho.se who know and those who do not but ought to know must 
etiually In* aware that the jHisition of the Muhammadans in Bengal is 
soniewdiat anomalous. The Muhammadans of Bengal talk Bengali 
l>ecause they live in this country, but^in 90 ]H‘r cent, of the cases, Mu- 
hammadans do not read Bengali as a literature for reasons which 1 need 
not discus.s at the present moment. Bengali to them as a literature is 
(juite as foreign as that of any other foreign language in the Univer- 
sity. (Cries of: “ No, no.”)^ I know what T .say and I challenge any- 
body to contradict me. Now, vSir, whatever that may be the Univer- 
sity has decided to make Bengali the medium of instruction. The 
University authorities ignored the Muhammadans. None are so blind 
as those who will not see. None are so deaf as those who will not 
hear. The University authorities will not see and will not hear. I 
can multiply my charge, but I find I have got very little time. These 
are .some of our grievances against the Calcutta University. 
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Then, there is the University Law College hut there is not a singfe 
Bengali Muhammadan Professor there. Is there not a single Muham- 
madan fit to lecture even on Muhammadan Law ? • 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is not Mr. Khoda Bux a 
Muhammadan ? 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I said a Bengali Miihammaday. • 
Mr. Khoda Bux is not a Bengali Muhammadan. He is a /u rsotui (/rata 
with the University and may hold 500 |k>s1s, hut that does not do away 
with that point. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: What about Dr A. Suhia- 
wardy ? * 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL* HAQ: He is not a Professor of the laiw 

(V)llege. 

• 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT (Babu Burendra Nath Ray); Order, 
order. The hon’hle meml>er is entitled to Ih‘ heard in silence. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: The result of thes(‘ intiu-riipiions is 
that I lose the thread of iny arguments. 

Mr. 8. N. MALLIK: Why do you take notici* of them’'' 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 think 1 have said enough. 1 say 
that the Calcutta ('niversit\ delilKuately ignores the* inter(‘sts of the 
Muhammadan cornmunity. 'J'hey have been doing it ever since its 
inception in 1(S57, and unless things are inen(h‘d and meruhul in suidi 
a way tliat the juesent nuui in chaige are no long(*r theie, the inteicsts 
of the Muhammadan coinniunity will continue to l)e ignon*d. I would 
have given more instanc(*s if 1 had the lime, hut tins is the considei'ed 
view of the entiVe Muliamniadan community. Let the (tovernment con- 
tinue to ignore our claims, hut we will warn them that retribution will 
come sooner or later, and although out of perMuial regard to the Hon’hle 
Minister in eliarge of Education, the Muhammadan memhius will not 
object to the grant, tliev may, in the near futun*, d(*mand to have a 
TTniversity of their own and notliave any eonnection with the Calcutta 
University which has always igm»red tluor claims. ^If this is not 
enough, I do not know* what is. 

The following motion was deemed to lie withdraw’ii as the meml>er 
was absent : — 

Babu ilATINDRA NATH BABU: ** That the demand of Us. 2, 50^)0 
under head ‘ 31. — Pklucation (Transferred),’ for grant to the Calcutta 
University, be reduc4*d by Rs. 1 ,00, 000.” 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that the demand of 
Rfl. 2,50,000 under head ** 31. — Education (Transferred),’’ for a grant 
to the Calcutta University, be reduced by Rs. 10,000. 

I first thought of supporting the resolution of Babu Rishindra Nath 
Sarkar and withdrawing mine, but the threatened disaster to the Cal- 
cutta University and the fear of its total destruction have been raised 
as a bogey in this Council to-day and in the Press outside, and I feel 
that it would l>e betler for me to move a constitutional amendment of 
the reduction of a nominal sum, in order to find out opce for all what 
the jiosition of the Council is in connection with the Calcutta Uni- 
versity and its affairs. I have heard witli great (patience the speech 
delivered by the Ifon’ble Minister for Education to-day and I will not 
trouble him with that (|uestion of the a(‘ceptance of the resolution that 
was ado]>ted in this (\)uncil nearly a year ago. He has ap]>ealed to 
us that if we have agreed to w'ait so long, let us agree to wait some 
weeks more. Now that the University has been kind and gracious 
enough, nay condescending enough, to agree to submit its ac^counts 
and finances, let us wait and see if they are condescending enough to 
agree to the proposal of a committi^e to look into their financial affairs. 
Till tlien, we shall wait; but in return, T shall recjuest the Ilon’ble 
Minister to wait for this sum of Rs. 10,000 till the August sessions; 
1 am sure that the want of Rs. 10,000 will not absolutely destroy the 
University during this month. Howevei, 1 must justify myself in 
asking to reduce the grant by Rs. 10,000. I shall not raise the ({ues- 
tion of a c(ymmittee, l>ut there are some other ])oints that have been 
raised which re(jui('e some explanation. During the last few weeks 
in the columns of a certain English pajUT, a (ertain gentleman, who 
is evidently su])]M)sed to rejiresent India, has been ])leased to focus his 
thouglits ori' the affairs of the Calcutta Cniversity and some other 
pajyers liave also taken their cue. The whole burden of their song 
seems to be that the (Tovernment of India and not the Calcutta 
Thiiversity must be held res]>onsible for the ex])ansion of the Postgraduate 
Department ; that the whole thing was done with the sanction of the 
(lovernment of India and, as such, the (Government are res])onsible for 
those finances — for the finaiu’es of the Post-graduate Dejyartment. 
This is an admirable argument and I should like to ask the Hon’ble 
Minister a (juestion or two in this connection. Did the Calcutta 
University ex|)and its post-graduate courses with the full knowledge that 
their ordinary income would not be able to meet their expenses or did 
they de|>end upon some other sources? Did it represent to the Gov- 
ernment of India that the money for expansion could not be met with- 
out the help of Government and, if so, did the Goveniment of India 
promise them help? If the answer to this question is in the affirma- 
tive, I would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister to go up to the Govern- 
ment of India and ask them to keep their promise to the Calcutta 
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University. This Council has not taken any reai>onsibility for mak- 
ing up the deficit of a body, whose financial transactions, in the words 
of the Hon’ble Minister himself, have bwn deplorable. 

Now, Sir, to come to the reasons that have been given for this 
heavy deficit. Among the reasons that have bt‘en im'ntioned here we 
find that the non-co-operation movement is one. 1 boj»e, the llon’ble 
Minister has not forgotten the simh^cIi that he delivered in March last. 
He challenged Professor S. C. Mukherji to show wh(‘tlu‘r anNluslv has 
rt^ally made iiKpiiries and come to the definile conclusion that the 
deficit was really due to these cau.ses. I shall (]Uote some of these. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: I admit 1 rememlHM* it fully and 
so in order to save time my hon’ble friend need not mention it. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN'DUTTA: Very well; 1 am glad that the 
Hon’ble Minister remembers that. h(‘ (juestioned if the non-('o-o|HMa- 
tion ni()vemenl was responsible for the deficit of the* ]>n*^Mous y<*ar. 
There may have been other cau.ses for (‘ausing this defi('ien(‘\ -it s(‘«*ms 
that the deficiency is more due to the expansion of some of the Post- 
graduate Departmcuit rather than tlie cau.ses mentioned in this diunand 
for this grant. However, it is very difficult to dog’mutisc‘ about tin' 
causes, without a full and detailc'd nujuiry. 

As a protest against that want of in(|Uiry, as a ]>rotest against 
sufficient informtion about the* cau.ses of this j>a?‘ticular ileficiency, I 
think that this Council has ev(*rv right to reduce this grant b\ Hs. 10,1)00. 
This small reduction will not liain|M‘r the work - will not (h‘Htroy tin' 
University, but at the same* time* will add to tin* pr<‘stig(* of the 
(Council and will iilso give the authorities an opiHuUinity of (*.\ plaining 
matters fully in the (^ouncil. 

T desire, as every educated Indian desin*s, in sjiite of what 
Maulvi Fazd-ul Kac[ has been plea.s(*d to say, wc* d<‘sire that^ln* Calcutta 
University should exi>and. I am sorry that Maulvi h'azl-ul Haf| lias f><*en 
pleased to bring up a Hindu-Muhammadan (|uehtn>n in conneedion with 
this great seat of learning. I protest against his statements. We do 
not de.sire that our Muhammadan friends should s<*cede from the 
University. We want them to ccfme — we want them to make a happy 
family within the Calc utta T^niversity, and I am surcs the interests of 
Muhammadans have not iK^en and can never Im* ig-nored. 

The affairs of tlie ('alcutta Ihiiversity have* lM*en managed lately in 
such a way as to have drawn vig'orous crifici.sms fi'om some of the 
responsible journals of Calcutta. We dc» not want that the* (’aleutta Uni- 
versity should give any furthei loophole for further cTiticisms. This 
18 not the occasion to go into a detailc*ci critic ism of the affairs of the 
Univ^sity, but I want that the Calcutta^ T^niversity should reform 
those departments whicdi need reform. There should a healthy co- 
operation between the University and this Council because this Council 
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i8 just as much responsible for devolopment of the University, as is 
the University itself. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: There is no doubt that Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Haq has voiced the sentiments of the Muhammadan com- 
munity regardinfj^ the Calcutta University. I admit that there is a great 
deal of force in what he has said, but assuming all his charges to be true’ 
1" do not think thal the Muhammadans, who. held aloft the torch of 
light and learning in Europe and in Asia — in the University of Cordova, 
of Granada, and of Bagdad — should take the lead in strangling, if 
not altogether in killing, the largest, the oldest and the most 
renowned seat of learning in the country — the premier University of 
India. I agree with the Hon’ble Minister for Education that if the 
University of Calcutta is suffering from a dangerous malady, the treat- 
ment is not starvation, and T add that the treatment is neither decapi- 
tation nor strangulation. If you are dissatisfied with the progress of 
the patient, change tTie diet, change the prescri]>tion, change the treat- 
ment, and change the doctor if you like, chapge even the system of 
medicine if you ]>l(sise It the pungcuit allopathy of autocracy is dis- 
tasteful to you, substitut(* for it the tasteless honnwpathv of democracy. 

I understand that an amendment of the (’alcutta University Act 
is under contemplation and that democrat isation of the Calcutta Uni- 
versity will be the one of its chief features. When this takes place, 
T ho]H‘ to see our fritmd, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Ra(i, a full-fledged Fellow 
of the Calcutta University and have the pleasure of hearing his harangues 
in the Senate even as we hear his inspifing s]X‘(‘ches here. I trust the 
complaint regarding there not being a Moslem Vice-Chancellor will 
also disapjM'ar at a r.' early date and Maulvi Fazl-ul IUk}. for ought we 
know, might lx* the Vice-(’hancellor of the (.’alcutta TUiiversity if he 
will only allow it to live. 

Regarding the (piestion of abolition of the Hostel at No. 2, 
Mirza]>ore Street, near College Scpiare, for the Muhammadan 
students of the Eaw (\)llege, 1 wish to inform the House that as 
a memlH^r of the Students’ Residence Committee of the C^alcutta 
University, I know tluit accommodation has been provided for the 
Muhammadan Eaw students in th^ Carmichael Hostel, and the 
late Sui>erintendent of the Eaw College Hostel at Mirzapore Street has 
been installed as the vSui>erintendent of the (Carmichael Hostel. There- 
fore, the Muhammadan T^aw students have not been sent adrift all over 
the city as mentioned by Mivilvi Fazl-ul Haq. It was on account of 
financial striiigencv that the Muhammadan TiOw College Hostel had to be 
temporarily closed down, and I do not think it was a bad business pro- 
}>oaition, if room could be found for them elsewher^. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: The Carmichael Hostel is a long 
way off from the Law College, 
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lift HAMAN SUHRAWARDY: It is only five minute^' walk from 
the old Law College Hostel. I have personally inspected the plaoe« 

I do not say, I agree to the hostel being abolished, it is • only a 
temporaxy expediency. 

With regard to the Ramzan question, I may inform the House that 
agree with Maulvi A. K. Fa«l-ul Haq that the examinations of 
the University should not have taken place during the fasting month* « 
During the Ramzan the Muhammadans observe a rigorous fast, and it 
is obvious that the Muhammadan students who are fasting cannot com- 
pete on equal terms with students who are not fasting. Therefore, 
the University authorities were not riglit in fixing the dates for the 
Arts examination dyring the Ramzan jwriod. and I invite reference to 
my speech in the Senate during the deliate on this subject. I am that 
solitary Muslim member of the Syndicate refeired to by Maulvi A. K. 
Fasel-ul Haq, but I was not a member of the Syndicate when the dates 
for the ‘Arts examinations referred to were fixed. I might inform the 
House that when the question of examination of the Medical Faculty 
came up before the Syndicate, T did all that was possible to stop a 
repetition of what was done with regard to the Arts examination, and 
although the proportion of Muslim candidates in the Medical Faculty 
was comparatively less than that in the Arts section, yet with the 
help of the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, the jiojnilar Prim'ipal of 
the Medical College, Tvieutenant-f’olonel Barnardo, snct'eeded in push- 
ing back the date of the Medical examination, until after the Ramzan 
was over. This shows flial if action were taken in time, the Univer- 
sity authorities would hav(‘ probably done with regard to the AKs sub- 
jects what was done with regard to the Medical ^subjects. 

I hope Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq will not press the matter further as his 
motion, if canied, will hit the University hard; I fully endorse most 
of what he has ^aid regarding Muslim interests in the University, but 
I trust that Maulvi Fazl-iil Ha(| and my other Muhammadan colleagues 
will agree with the Hon’ble Minister and other memlsTs who think that 
the University must be allowed to live in order to get the chaiKie of 
beixfg reformed. 

Let us try to revive and reform the University and not attempt to 
strangle it. I earnestly hope and trust my appeal will not go in rain. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; I wish U> inter- 
vene in the debate. The question before the House has been thoroughly 
discussed and arguments pro et con have*been put forward. The sub- 
ject is also a matter of inquiry by the people interest etl in it. T)n 
behalf of the tax-payers, it was submitted that so far as primary educa- 
ti<Mi was concerned. Government have not given much consideration to 
it. Among 46 millions of people living in Bengal, the figure of literacy 
is only 6 per cent. What steps have been taken for the purpose of the 
mepansion of primary education? I am fully aware that the Hon'ble 
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Miniater hai taken active steps in this connection. We have below 
us the report of Mr. Biss. We know the efforts that he made in this 
connection, Imt the result depends upon the amount of money awaided 
by Government. 

The DEPOTY-PREtIDEMT; We are not concerned with Mr. Biss’s 
report. The question before the House is whether the demand of 
Es. 2,60,000 for grant to the Calcutta University should he sanctioned 
or not. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: The underlying 
reason for my referring to Mr. Bisses report is that this grant of 
Rs. 2,50,000 should be spent on the expansion of primary education 
and so I do not think I am out of order. However, that does not 
matter much. It is a grievance of the tax-payers and this grievance 
should be taken into consideration. 

Now, there is another additional reason which weighs much in my 
mind, that is, that the Government did not form a committee for the pur- 
pose of making an inijuiry into the subject of the University finance. 

I must say frankly that we took it as an insult to the House and Gov- 
ernment ought to have taken stejis for the purpose of forming a com- 
mitiee. We were naturally very much anxious as to whether a com- 
mittee will ever come into exisieiK^e, but I heard just now from the 
Hon’ble Minister that there is still hoi^e for a committee. If money is 
spent lavishly and extravagantly, certainly it is the duty of the Council 
to make an inquiry into the subject. If it be argued that the internal 
management of the University is an affair of the University and that 
the Council has no,ihing to do with the question, I respectfully differ 
from such a view. If we are required to contribute money to the 
University, cerbiinly I think the Council should have a voice in this 
connection.' But this is the legal aspect of the question. I hope and 
tnist that the whole question will be settled by the remodelling of the 
University Act. We know the powers of the Council and the powers 
of the University. If the resolution in the Council is not accepted by 
the University, the members of the Council are naturally nervous. 
That is the reason why so long I was unwilling to accept the demand 
which has been made. I am now not questioning about the Post- 
graduate teaching : that is a matter left to the country. We say you 
have not the means to teach people by the method you have adopted; 
we affirm that you are spending money lavishly. I look back to the 
old days when mufassal colleges were allowed to teach students of the’ 
M.A. and B.L. classes. In the old days mufassal colleges sent 
lawyers like the late Justice Dwaraka Nath Mitter. By the present 
system we, mufassalites, are obliged to send our students to Calcutta 
at a heavy cost ; we are put to great difficulties. The University does 
not look to our interest. There are the expensive University Ocdlegep 
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^ tJniveJrsity Law College, the Post-graduate classes and all that. For 
Q 16 S 6 reasons, we are disposed to think that the system now in yogoe 
In tke University is open to objection. 

Now, Sir, there is another additional reason which the House may 
eonsider and it is this: that unless the expenditure of the University be 
curtailed in the future, the University ivill be put to an embarrassing 
position. It is reported to us that Rs. 5,30,000 or so is the deficit 6f * 
the University. The Minister is now going to make a demand for 
Rs. 2,50,000 only. What about the balance which is more than 
Bs. 2,50,000? Will there be another supplementary demand? T ask, 
most respectfully, the Hon’ble Minister to answer it, so that 8U]>|N)sing 
we are in a positicfn to allow Rs. 2.50,000 to-day, what about the 
balance of the deficit which is still to be met ? This is a matter which 
the House ought to know. The Hon’ble Minister ought to take us 
into his confidence and tell us how that deficit amount will be paid. 

In future if the University goes beyond its means in emphvying pro- 
fesdprs, lecturers and demonstrators, I am afraid it will again run into 
debt. Therefore, it is a subject of serious consideration for the House. 
Let us get away anyhow from the difficulty at present but we do not 
mind what will happen in the future, is a situation which we (cannot 
accept. Although, Sir, I do not like the imdhod and procedure adopted 
by the University, I, in all loyalty to the re])utntion and dignity of the 
Calcutta University, accept the demand which has been put l)efore the 
House. 

Before you ask me to take my seat, I must say that the (/alcutta 
University is bound to look to the education of the Muhammadans. 

In the temple of science if a student, be he a Muhaflimadan or a Hindu 
or a Christian, knocks at its door, the priest oiiglit to allow him to 
enter into it, irrespective of his <^aste or creed. We have listened to 
the speech of Maulvi Fazl-ul Hatj, atid we ho]>e that thd’ mm plaints 
made by him will be looked into by the University. 

Dr. 4ATINDRA NATH MOITRA; It is unfortunate that such 
gifted members as Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri 
and Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar^ who are all Masters of Arts of the 
Calcutta University, have no hesitation in asking us all to lend our 
support to further starve our nlwn viater which has already reached the 
extreme stages of inanimation. No words can adequately describe my 
mental anguish when I find people with any pretence to education com- 
ing forward with proposals, which aim at throttling education of any 
country — particularly the higher education which alone can secure us 
a l^ce of honour side hy side with the other civilised peoples of the 
world. Is this the way, I ask you, by which my friends — the trusted 
representatives of the people — mean to uplift their nation? Is this the 
Wy by #liich my friends mean to discharge their deep debt of gratitude 
towards their own alma mater? 
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It strike* me that the sole offence of the Calcutta Uhi^rsity is hejf 
^wl^rau Jracy and the Hon’ble the Vice^cuU*^,. Sur ^hutoah 
Mufei is suppLd to be the autocrat of autocrats and it is the de^ 
“ some of the mLbers to see him humbled down before the 
t whose education he has his life-blood or a penod of 

thirty years, amidst circumstances and environments which ’“T* ^ 
„d Ln .r. 1., from b.1,* .oomhl., lul .Wk ■'“'“‘J ^ 

frond mimimtion Iron, W.rt.rn nchol.r., ™ 

scant courtesy from his own countrymen. What is his reward? The 
reward of his achievements is our attempt ^ put a hal^r 
neck by the very set of jieople. who, either ‘hemse ves or their 
relatives have at one time or another been the recepient of kind treat- 
ment at his hands. This has been the misfortune of my pwr cmntiy 
since the days of Joychandra and Tlmichan.l and this characteristic wUl 
always remain a stumbling block to attain that liberty, which we call 
,waraj, which is our ambition and cheri.Hhed 

of the Calcutta University? These are the regulations of the Ca^tta 

University. I challenge any one of you here to find out a^ 

will entitle you to give effect to the resolution passed by the Council on 

the motion l.f Uabu Rishindra Nath Sarkar hind out 

find out any section, find out any statute, which will give effect to this 

resolution. 

BabU RISHINDRA HATH 8ARKAR; See section 16. 

Dr. JATIHDRA NATH MOITRA: I will do that, I will read it out. 
It is constituted under an Act of incorporation which definitely lays 
down — ^ 

It Bh»U be able and capable in law to take, purchase end hold any P^Perty, 
J ai or immoveable which may become vested in it for the pu^.. 
Srsity by virtue of any purchase Rrant. testamentary disposition or oth«- 
wisc and slurfi be able and capable in law to grant, demise, "-“‘''mte or 
diapoae of all or any of the property moveable or immoveable belonging to the 
uXe“ityand al«i to all other matter, incidental or appertaimng to a bod, 

corporate. 

It further lays down — 

Tlie Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Felbws for the time being .hall h»ve entiw 
Tliet-nam. , . j the .(fair., concern, and property of 

Sr the Chancellor. Vice-Chancellor and Fellow, to .ct m .uch 

appear to them beat calculated to promote the purpoMi. intended hy th* Mid 

Unvereity. ' 

The Act VIII of 1904 further lays down— 

The Dniver.ity .hall be. and .hall be deemed to have bMn inooiporated fw 
IM univer. , for the in.tmction of .tudenU with powM to 

the .r^‘"^,",rrrnd lecturer, to hold and manage ednotioud 

appoint uniyew y^P maintain nniversity libraries, Uboratoriei and 

mid to do Jl acU «n.irtent with the Act of incorporatioii ud this Aet 
which tend to the promotion of .tudy and reaearch. 
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If in lealously guarding their legitimate righte the UniTersity have not 
be^ able to satisfy the idle curiosities of all parties, can we Jumestly 
accuse them of autocracy? Does our position, as members of the 
Bengal Legislative Council, entitle us to perform anything unwarrant- 
ed by law, unwarranted by custom, unwarranted by procedure and 
unwarranted by circumstances? And if, in the discharge of their duties 
the Senate which consist of people whose attainments and dignity aie 
in no way inferior to he members of this Council, resent any uncalled-for 
and unconstitutional interference and assert their self-respect, all right- 
thinking men with no axe to grind cannot but extern! to them their 
sympathy and support. 


TIm DEPUTY.^RESIDENT: Please address the Chair and not 
Babu Bishindra Nath Sarkart 


Dr.jJATINDRA NATH MOITRA: In conclusion, Sir, I beg of you 
all not to sacrifice the University for i)ersonal aggrandisement and 
selfish reasons. This University is our national asset. No one denies 
that this University admits t>f improvement in various directions. No 
one is more keen about this than the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor Sir 
Ashutosh 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Is he in order in bringing in the name of 
Sir Ashutosh MukharjiP 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I will not bring in his name 
any more. His strength and magnetic; influence are not the out<!ome of 
chance coincidence, but of steady application, unflimhing devotion to 
duty and a thorough knowledge of the details of ^University admini> 
stration and any attempt to curb his legitimate powers or humble him 
by starving the institution cannot but be a national disaster. 

0 m 

It is very unfortunate that Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq has touched on the 
delicate racial question. If it is a fact that 90 per (;ent. of Muham- 
madan students study Urdu, why is it, Sir, that out of about 3,500 
Muhammadan students not more than 350 or 10 per cent, appeared in 
Urdu and pot in Bengali as has been claimed? I may assure the House 
that the resolution of Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar has l)een thorough- 
ly discussed in a Select Committee in which I was privileged to be one 

the members. An unanimous rejwrt has l)een made out and has 
been presented to the House for final discussion and disposal. I would 
aak my friends to keep their souls in patience for a few weeks more, 
but more than this I am not able to commit at present. One word more 
1 ^ I have finished. It behoves us all to join our head and heart in 
improving education in general and higher education in fjarticular, and 
I join the Hon'ble Minister for Education in my humble appeal to you 
not to destroy a thing but find out measures for constructive impmve- 
meni. 
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Mr. 0. C. CHOSE: I confess I feel somewhat embarrassed in rising^ 
to speak on the University grant, because I £nd, to my surprise, that 
any criticism of the affairs of the University however legithnaie^ is 
regarded by some as a personal attack upon the Vice-Chancellor. How« 
ever, as members of the Council, we have to do our duty and 1 think 
every one of us is prepared to do that duty fearlessly. We know that the 
University is in great difficulties, and 1 am sure none of us here, or any- 
where else, wish to see that great institution wrecked. Its professes, 
its lecturers are not receiving their salaries, its creditors are not receiv- 
ing their payments. Surely that is a position which none of us should 
like, none of us should allow, a great institution like the University to 
come to. Rightly or wrongly, the University has inaurred some liabili- 
ties which have landed it in a huge deficit of over Rs. 5 lakhs, and I ven- 
ture to think that it is the duty of this Coullcil to come to the rescue of 
the University and help it to get out of its crisis. Well, in my opinion 
if it is up to the Council to help the University, it is up to the Univer- 
sity also to meet the Council. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You ought to address the Chair, 
Mr. Ghose. 

Mr. D. C. GHOSE: I am ud^essing you, I started by addressing 
you. Must I always look at you? (Laughter.) 

Nothing is gained, Sir, nothing can be gained, as has been pointed 
out by the Hon’ble Minister, by mutual recriminations, and I am really 
sorry that my esteemed friend, Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra, indulgcnl in 
so much recrimination. As the Council is aware, the House asked for 
full information regarding the financial administration of the Univer- 
sity and even went the length of suggesting the appointment of a com- 
mittee. That infonnation I deplore — I greatly deplore — the University 
has not thought fit to place at our disjwsal, l>ecau8e I {eel that if that 
information had been placed at our disposal, it would have strengthened 
the hands of those who are eager and anxious to see that the University 
got all the money that it wanted. However, Sir, I am glad to heaJr from 
the Hon^ble Minister in charge of Education that the University has at 
last consented to furnish all the information regarding its financial 
management to the Council. Well, Sir, that the University has got 
much to explain, there can be no manner of doubt. Its own published 
proceedings show that. ^ Let me place before the Council — and I ask 
my friend, Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra, to listen to these remarks of mine 
— ^let me place before the Council an instance of the financial administra- 
tion 'of the University which will at once convince everybody that the 
Council was perfectly justified in its demand for information from the 
University. I find in the Minutes of the University of the 27th Septem* 
her, 1921, this entry : — 

The Hon’ble the Vioe-Chanoellor made a statement on the present 
oondition. 
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I KtWttiTid titiat the Syndioate recommend to the Senate to MUDiction an overdiaft 
amount not exceeding Rs 2 lakhs on the Imperial Bank of India against the 
laonritMa of the Khaira fund. • 

>iily three days after this resolution according sanction to an overdraft 
4 the extent of Rs. 2 lakhs, I find the Syndicate resolving this : — 

The Registrar reported that under orders of the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor 
lie had sent two cheques for Rs. 10,000 each to the Netherlands India Oommeroial 
Bank lor purchasing German marks, 

Rosolvod that the action taken be approved and that the amount be debited 
ultimately against the Khaira fund and such other funde, as may be determined 
horeafier. 

When 1 read this iUnearly took my breath away. What is the explana- 
tion of this? It very much l(H)ks like speculation in (German marks. 
It is an instance which w’ill fit once convince and convince, I think, 
even Dr, Moitra, the great University man, that the Council has every 
right to* ask for information regarding the financial management of the 
University because we are the cu.sG>dians of the public purse, and before 
we grant the money, we have every right to know how another public 
body dealing with public money handles the money that w'e give. 
Let me sum up. I have no desire to b^^ostile lo the University, and T 
am sure none of us here would like that this great institution should be 
killed for want of funds. I am sure that this vote w ill be assented to by 
this House, but as I have sui<l, we have every right to demand informa- 
tion, I think we ought not to be satisfied until we get full information 
regarding the financial management of the University. 

Mr* AJOY CHUNDER DUTTs It is a matter of very deep regret 
that so much heat has been introduced into a discussion which could 
have been conducted much more satisfactorily under cooler conditions. 
I am extremely sorry that rny friend, Maulvi Fazl-ul TIacj, made his 
speech in a racial 8i)irit. D(»es he really mean to say tjiatd)e(uiUHe (cer- 
tain examinations w’ere held during the Ilamzan, therefore, the Calcutta 
University should l>e punished with starvation? Is that his idea? He 
hae complained that Muhammadan interests have been ignored all 
along. I have no desire to take up the time of the (Council in refuting 
that statement. If Mr. Fazl-ul Haq will give me an opportunity out- 
side this Council Chamber, I shall prove to him that the Muhammadan 
interests have not been ignored by the (’ahutta University. 
Mr. Fael-ul Haq also stated that there was no Muhammadan pi.^fesj^or 
ill the University liaw College, only e few months ago Mr. Husoyn 
Shaheed Suhrawardy was one of the I^aw College staff. ^ 

Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: Years ago. 

Mlf. AMY CHUNDER DUTY: Not years ago. Mr. Ehoda Baksh 
and Dr. Abdulla Suhrawardy were also professors of the same college. 

At the present moment, Dr. A. Suhrawardy and Mr. Khoda Baksh 
am imifesaors in the Post-graduate Department. In the olden days 
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there was also Mr. Rasul. In this matter, at any rate, Muhammadan 
interests have not been ignored, but I do not desire to jpultiply instan* 
ces and take up the time of the Council. I want to ask Mr. Fazl-ul Haq 
one question. It is this. What does he want? Does he want to 
improve or to destroy the Calcutta University? He wants, I think, to 
make the University democratic; wc all desire to make it democratio 
and we have the power to make it so. We can by legislation make it 
democratic, and change its constitution. We should not destroy th^ 
University. It has been built by our money and with our labour. I 
am connected with the Post-graduate D(*partment and I may tell the 
Council although the Post-graduate Department is not perfect, a great 
deal of good work is being done. At })resent the Po<,i;-graduate Depart- 
ment is (dosed, and if this grant is not forth(‘oming this department 
will remain closed perhaps for ever. 

With reference to the expansion of the Post-graduate Department 
the entire responsibility cannot possibly be thrcKvn upon the Vice- 
Chancellor. The scheme, which is an elaborate one, received the sanc- 
tion of the Government of India and the appointments of professors for 
the department were juade with the sanction of the Government of India; 
so that it is not fair to suggest that Sir Asliutosh Mukharji, the Vice- 
Chancellor, is alone resjxuisible for the present situation of the Univer* 
sity. Th(^ institution is extremely costly. May 1 remind the Council 
one fact, namely, that the annual grant to tlie T^niversity to-day is only 
Rs. 1,40,000? We do not complain against the Dacca University. We 
do not grudge the Dac(‘a University the grant of Rs. 9 lakhs year after 
year. When the Calcutta University is in ditticulties and comes to you 
for money — only Rs. 2,50,000 — we move amendments to reject that 
demand. Is this justice? After all it is the alma mater of almost all 
of us. 1 hope every single member will rise to the occasion and vote in 
favour of the grant. If they want to improve the University by all 
means let them tio so, but I earnestly hope that they will not destroy 
or wreck the University by refusing the grant of Rs. 2,50,000. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI. 1 deeply regret that there should be 
any heat in discussing this resolution. I take it that we are all endeav- 
ouring to advanco^ education in this country and it is the desire of all 
the members here that education should be advanced. Why, in discuss- 
ing a question of this character, personal bitterness should come in and 
why our language should be not projier — I will not use any other 
expression — 1 cun not comprehend. 1 am avoiding harsh language 
al%ough some of the criticism deserves to be treated in a harsh manner. 
What I ask is this. Is there any institution in India which equals 
the Calcutta University? None. Is there any institution in the world 
which compares with the Calcutta University in respect of the numbers 
who seek education? Now, there is one thing which I want to point 
out to the House and it is this, that so far as higher education is ocm- 
cerned, Calcutta or Bengal is almost equal to the United Eingdonii bnt^ 
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, M the other branches of education it is not the time to ifeal 

with them. question arises, what has the Government done to 

sU|^>ort this great institution}^ Every one knows that the \])alcutta 
University is mainly supported by fees derived from examinations. At 
0116 time, we used to attack the University because it was not a teaching 
university. • Then it was resolved that it shouhi l)e a teaching university 
and as soon as that was n>solved steps were taken. It may be that the 
steps which were taken did not commend themselves to the gi'eat educa- 
tionists who sit here, but I am not prepared to take my eilucational 
lessons from this House. 1 am pre|)ared to appeal to some individual 
members for their help with rt^gard to this matter, for suggestions with 
legard to the improvement of the University, but to tell me that this 
House is to control the jxdicy of the University is to tell me that a |)Opu- 
lar body like this should ready to fetter the activities of an uistitu- 
tion which is an autonomous one. It is a ridiculous suggestion. It is 
a suggestion about which Lord (-urzon when it was put to him said, 
that it was farthest from his mind and that he could not iH>ssibly think 
of it. The University is an autonomous institution. It is controlled 
mainly by our people with the assistance of ex|>ert8, educational experts 
Now it may Ik‘ a misfortune that the pre.sent Vic’e-Chancellor does not 
get the support of some of our people and that there is an undercurrent 
of feeling against him in this House, but I will not deal with that. That 
question does not ari.se. So far as the University is concerned, what is 
the authority upon wliich this House can interfere with it ? Now there 
is a complete answer to it in the Statute. 

BdHI 8URENDRA NATH MALLiK: Question! 

Sir ASUT08H CHAUDHURI: I kuuw that Itubu Sureudra Nath 
Mallik is questioning it, but I have carefully gone into the matter and 
1 deny the authority of this House, as the Statute now stands, to intev- 
fere with University administration. The House has not got the power. 
The Government have not got the power now. It is only with regard 
to certain matters that they can inquire. They can undoubtedly ask 
that the acclounts be audited and the accounts are audited year after 
year by Government peoi)le. If any question arises from the rei)ort of 
the auditor, then the Government can go and ask — “ What do you say 
to tbis And if the University says — “ We will not give you the 
information, then the matter can be taken up. But how does that 
question now arise. My friend, Mr. D. 0. Ghose, gets up — I do not see 
him now * 

Mr. D« C. GHOSE: I am here. Sir. 

Sir A8UT0|H CHAUDHURI: I am very glad to see him near me. 

Tim Hlii’Me Mr. C« MITTER: I find certain speakers are dealing 
witk llbe constitutional question. Sir Asutosh Ohaudhuri was not here 
when I epoke. My position is that I do not want te decide anything. 
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witljk regard to that question so long as I do no get a representatioii tarn 
the Calcutta University on this matter. Thereibre, p^^pe it is utt* 
necessary at this stage to go into that. 

Sir A8UT0SH CHAUDHURI: That is the reason why I want to 
guard this House against it. You have passed a resolution, the pro» 
priety of which may be doubted, but whether it is doubted or not, I 
wiH accept it lor the piesent as a resolution of the House. Then the 
University has taken steps with regard to this matter, ha^ inquired into 
the matter and its rejK>rt will be plat ed in due course before the House. 
Then the question which some members have discussed may arise and 
We shall discuss it then. I do not want to discuss it now. What I 
want to say is this, look at the most imi)ortant branch of education so 
far as the University is concerned, namely, the College of Science, which 
was started with endowments from outside and not by Government, 
Govenjment in ten years have ex>ntributed only Rs. 1,20,000. That is 
a miserable sum, to (‘ontribute in ten years, but the Calcutta University 
with its poor resources has had in these ten years to contribute very 
nearly Rs. 10 lakhs from its fee fund. What do you say to that? After 
that we are told that this (buncil should refuse this grant of Rs. 2,50,000 
intended to meet a deficit of Rs. 5 lakhs. Are you prepared to take that 
jesponsibility upon your shoulders ? Are you prepared to bring this 
institution to a close? If you are, do it by all means. I will say with 
the greatest respect to my friends who are opjmsed to this grant that 
they have not carefully considered the mutter. I will not say Anything 
with regard to tlie German marks and the overdraft alluded to by 
l^fr. Ghose. I find that there are two gentlemen here present who are 
members of the Synd’caie, and were attending the Syndicate meeting 
when those items were dealt with. They can deal with this point. I am 
not able to do it. You see an overdraft and a cheque for marks and you 
jump to the conclusion that there must be speculation. ^Is that a sane 
view? Well, you find that two che(iues for buying marks have been 
passed by tbe Syndicate, a body of people, w’ith educational qualifica- 
tions, with some degree of intelligence, and some sense of propriety. 
They have passed these cheques and to believe that the University went 
on speculating in murks is something, iT respectfully submit, which is 
an absurdity. Now, Sir, T am not prepared to see that tbe Calcutta 
University should suffer in any way. Tt must go on. It is an insti- 
tution which has been recognised not only here but in the United King- 
dom. It has established a positiim for itself which has not be^n equalled 
by any other institution in India. What I ask is, patiently and con- 
siderately consider this matter. There is a deficit of Rs. 5. lakhs. It 
is not a generous grant that you have Wn asked to give. It is a matter 
for the University to consider how, with this Rs. 2,50,000, both ends can 
he made to meet. vSupposing you refuse the grant, what is to hajqmf 
It mav ultimately mean that professorships and classes will have to he 
ahcdtnhed. Are you prepared to take that responsibility uprta yumr 
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ilM!ldd6ffsF May I not appeal to every one of you keref With most of 
(he speakers I am glad to say I am not on such terms as my name 
ktink in their nostrils. 1 am not in that position. I look up6n them 
as friends and may I not appeal to every one of them to forget these 
personal matters and not to think of Russian autocracy or things of that 
kind, but to do your best for the young men of Bengal. I do not know 
whether Mr. Haq is here or not. 

MaiHvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I am here, Sir. 

Sir A8UT0SH CHAUOHURI: 1 am glad that you are here. What 
J say is this, that if you are encouraging a Ixdief in the country that 
the Muhammadans *are getting the worst of it under the University 
method of administration, it is entirely wrong. There is no justice in 
that complaint. 

Maitivi Am K« FAZL-UL HAQ: That is my belief. 

Sir AiUTOSH CHAUOHURI: 1 am not concerned with your belief. 

I am concerned with facts. To tell me, an inhabitant of Bengal, and to 
tell us that the Bengiili Muhammadan’s language is Urdu, is some- 
thing which takes us by surjmse. I know that there are some people 
who speak Urdu, but that is not the language which is spoken in 
Bengal. I remember some of the most eminent Moslem scholars who 
were at Cambridge and Oxford in my days continually telling me that 
the language si>oken by Moslem gentlem(*n from Bengal was not Urdu 
but something entirely different. To say now that the Calcutta 
University is not to be blessed — I will not use the other word — because 
it does not encourage Muhammadans is saying something which is 
absolutely without foundation. 

I did not come here to make a speech and I am not going to answer 
the various suggestions and questions raised as I did not hear the 
speeches, but merely gathere<l what was said from hearsay. I think 
that I am entitled to make an apj>eal to this House to vote this grant 
whioh has been asked for and which is a miserable grant. The ques- 
tion of it being miserly only arises if the paymaster has got enough 
money but doesi not pay, but this is an almost insolvent Government. 
They intend making some payment though not a generous payment 
and to come and say that this grant should be cut down is saying too 
much. 

I hope that I have not spoken with any degree of objectionable 
warmth in the matter. I have some right to speak about matteril of 
education. I am connected as many of you know w'ith several educa- 
tional inatitntions and I am practically the head of some of the biggest 
colleges in Calcutta. Although a Fellow, I am not officially entitled 
to speak for the University, but T will not prolong my speech, but I 
think I can make an appeal to you and I feel I ought to make an appeal 
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to my friends who are here to support this ^nt which has been piro> 
posed by the Hon’ble Minister. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Is my time 10 or 16 minutest 
The DEPUTY-PREBIDENT: I cannot allow 15 minutes. 


Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Just as you direct, Sir. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Five minutes, if possible. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 skall try to finish my 
speech within five minutes. 

This University is my own, my own dear University, but I can 
emphatically say that 1 do not dike its present-day methods and activi- 
ties. There is much in its present-day activities which I deplore, and 
I am so sorry that my own alrna inater has now been brought down to 
this level and that it is in the hands of persons who do not care ho con- 
duct the University proi)erly. I am very sorry that my friend, 
Mr. Haq, has raised a question which ought not to have been raised. 
It is no question of racial feeling that should have been raised here. I 
am perfectly sure tliat he never meant anything seriously, but, in his 
exuberance, he said something which he ought not have said* Then 
as regards the speech of Sir Asutosh Uhaudhuri, as I take it, the attitude 
and the ethics were those of some other person and it came to us with 
all the sweetness of his own nature and personality. As regards 
Dr. Moitra’s speech, 1 can say very well that it is almost made to order 
by a demi-god, who has got entire ]K)ssessiou of him and I do not pro- 
pose to take any serious noti(‘e of that. By merely reading it out very 
loudly he has finished his mission. I am the last person to desire that 
my alvia vuiter should strangled. I, therefore, now come to you 
with the olive-branch in hand to proiKjse jxjace and see how we can best 
deal with th^ matter and how we can keep our Univirsity here. It 
has betm said that we must not kill the University and that we must not 
starve it. I quite accejit that jK>sition. To my mind, as you know, it 
is best to take medicine in an empty stomach. The University has been 
going with an empty stomach for four months and this is just the time 
when we can give a drop of medicine.^ It will do them good, for is it 
not a fact that the University has now come down? Are there not 
apparent signs of that ? Whether they aix^ willing to say that or not, 
or whether their friends here so choose to admit it or not, the fact is 
that they have come down.' They have written a letter to suy that they 
are willing to expose all their accounts and give informa^tion to you. 
Why? It is only because of the hunger that is there. There is no 
question about that. They are coming down and this is just the time 
when we should give to them that help for, after all, we are the mightier 
body. Tt is the mighty who alone can be relenting. An4 who is ilie 
mightier of the two? We can be relenting to those who W smi^r 
tlmn ourselves. They are now down on their knees and asking lor 
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jnoxiey. Is this not the time when we can be relenting and lend ohr 
helping hand to an institution which is under our control and which we 
are bound to see that it fosters and does not dwindle? Thab is the 
position. Let us not, at the present moment, go into any other ques- 
ti<m. I must say that the position taken up by Babu Kishindra Nath 
Sarkar in August last was perfectly correct. The position taken by him 
is still perfectlj" correct. To Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, for whom 1 have 
the greatest respect and 1 have no greater respect for any of my frieuMs 
here, I must say that his reading of the law may l>e correct. 1 am no 
match for him there. I will not be able to come within three miles of 
him in that respect. But I must tell him that so long as we want an 
inquiry to be mad^e into academic matters, surely the University can 
say, ** that is not your province.** But if they come and say, “ we have 
a deficit of Rs. 5 lakhs, pn^’, Sir, help us with money,” it is time for 
them to learn that I can ask the University to show me their accounts 
and ask them what they have been doing with public money. This 
position no friend of the Universtiy, however great he may be, should 
ignore or forget. The purse-string is in our hands. If you ch(H)se to 
be rude, if your attitude is this: ** I will not show anything, ** mind 
you that the money is in our hands. We can strangle you, but we are 
magnanimous enough not to do that. We do not like to bt» mean. We 
do not like to take this opportunity of strangling anybody particularly 
our own University. It is now time for us all to think how we can 
make this University go on and at the same time get tlm reforms we 
want. We want democrat isation certainly. We want the honeycomb 
thereto be destroyed. We want and we must insist that the Hon’ble 
Minister, in three or four months* time, will bring in a Bill for amending 
the present Universities’ Act and all the machinery of registered 
graduates and for removing forthwith all that which has reduc^ed the 
University— my own mighty University of the days of Tawney and 
Croft — into nolhing but a veritable workshop for training graduates, 
as I said once before, in the art of flunkyism and in the science of 
sycophancy. This I cannot tolerate. What was the University of 
Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri? Can he possibly recognise that University 
now in the present one? We have got no hold over the University 
except for the purse-strings, but there is another i)er8on who has got 
it^the Hon’ble Minist^er. Let us get hold of him. l^t us give him 
this direction. We can give this Rs. 2^ lakhs now. The deficit is 
Rs. 6 lakhs and they will have to come up for another Rs. 3 lakhs. We 
can only give that if we find that they are behaving better and that the 
Handle Minister is taking steps necessary to bring about the 
desired reforms in the University. If he does not do^that, we wil/ not 
pay. If the University does not choose to behave better and give us 
the information that we recpiire and prevent waste of money over useless 
hobbies then we will not pay a pice more. T^et that be distinctly under- 
stood. We would pay only on the distinct understanding that every 
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eSTort must be made by the Hon’ble Minister towards the democimti* 
•ation of the University and towards removing many otb^r undesiraUe 
things which my friend, Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar, had discussed m 
his speech last year. If there is no effort made to attain these objects, 
then certainly we will not pay anything in future. 

I would, therefore, ask, most humbly, my friends to consider 
whether we should now refuse the grant, now that we know that the 
University professors are without their pay for the last three or four 
months. It is a fact and a very sad fact that these gentlemen are with- 
out their pay. These are the gentlemen who have been teaching our 
boys for years together and these are the gentlemen who would be 
obliged to go away and leave the University. It will be tremendously 
difficult afterwards to get together these men in the University. This 
is just the time when in its empty stomach we should drop a little 
medicine. It will do wonderfully good work, I tell you. Ijet us, there- 
fore, make this grant. Conditioned as it is, let the Hon^ble Minister 
over whom we have control, remember that we will never make 
any more payments to-morrow or hereafter, unless these conditions are 
satisfied. That is my submission to this Council. Let us make this 
grant to-day. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER GH08E Baliafhir: May I say a few 

words ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: No you cannot speak now. The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge will now reply. 

Rai 40GENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: But I, as a repre- 
sentative of the Cahutta University, am entitled to speak. (Several 
voices: “ Order, order.”) 

The Hontlie Mr. P. Q, MITTER; The question haj been debated 
at some length and I am sorry to say with some amount of heat by a 
few members. In discussing this University question, I have more 
than once requc^sted the members of this House not to forget the end 
they have in view, namely, the improvement of high education in this 
province. Several critics of the demand, including Babu Rishindra 
Nath Sarkar. asserted that their object was to improve the University. 

I have not the slightest doubt that the object of the critics of the 
University is to improve the University. The difference between the 
critics aud the friends of the University is that they differ as to the 
line to be adopted about improving the University. But, unforhonaiely, 
in the several debates we had about the Calcutta University, personal 
questions and irrelevant issues were brought in. I can only say that 
the House ought to remember its dignity and duty, and it osight to 
oast aside these personal questions and irrelevant issues. If all these 
personal questions and irrelevant issues are cast aside,. 1 may aak Babu 
Bishindra Nath Sarkar, Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta and others' that it 
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Any wwt to improye the Uniyereity, could they do bo by Inilmy it ottf. 
right P If t^ University is to be improved it must live and, ihereforei, 
ttuet have immediately the necessary financial assistance, .AnioAher 
Question that has been debated is that no action has yet l>eeii taken 
on the resolution of August, 1931, and from that point of view what 
treatment should be accorded to the Calcutta University. So far as I 
am concerned, 1 have followed one consistent line in the University 
matter ail throughout and 1 would refer the members to the bud^t 
debate in March, 1921, the debate of August, 1921, and la,stlv, the budget 
debate of March, 1922. I have never changed. I have already assured 
the House that 1 shall stand by every word tl at 1 uttered in tins (Vuincil 
in connection with the University. That is my position. I will explain 
my position even more fully : this Council wanted to appoint a committee 
to investigate into the aff^prs of the University, but the Government 
could not accept the resolution without first hearing what an imiK>rtant 
body like the University, had to say in the matter. I, therefore, appeal- 
ed to the House in August, 1921, not to press for the appointment of 
the committee until we first heard what the University had got to say. 
The Council, however, thought otherwise and recommended the appoint- 
ment of a committee by the resolution it passed. My promise, how- 
ever, in my speech of August, 1921, was a pnoffnise to decide the ques- 
tion after I had the views of both sides. I did not promise to appoint 
a committee. In March, 1921, I criticised the financial administration 
of the University, perhaps far more severely than the severest critics of 
the University had ever done. 1 proceeded on facts and I may say, in 
passing, nobody will be more pleased than I, if I am really satisfied 
that my conclnsions were wrong. I proceeded, however, on the last 
audit report that was available io me at that tiilae — and the position 
then taken up by the University was that Government liad ample 
inaterials before them in the shai>e of the Government audited accounts 
of the Universily. 1 not merely (‘riticised the financial administration of 
th^ University, but with regard to the resolution of August, lf)21, I 
maintained my former attitude, riz., that I must wait till I had before 
ne what the University had to .say in the matter. Since then, an impor- 
tant change has taken place, and I have already informed the House of 
that change. We have been as^fured that the University will not with- 
lold its financial affairs from the Government. That goes to the root of 
the whole question. 1 really hope that after this assurance of the Uni- 
versity to which I referred in my opening speech, the House would 
be spared many of the arguments which, ‘if 1 mav say so without oflence, 
were entirely irrelevant. This assurance I could not give in August, 
1921, or on the Ist March, 1922. Well, if the University places ail its 
financial affairs before me. 1, as Minister responsible to this House 
for the proper administration of the Education Department which is 
now a transferred subject, must place before you such of the informa- 
tion relating to those affairs as I consider relevant. 



m DEMANDS FOE GEAirrS. [Urn Jtut 

. I will not enter into the debatable question of law, but at is conniioni 
sense that if the University or for the matter of that any public body 
wants n^pney from the State coffers, then the representatives of the 
people and the Government responsible to those representatives are 
entitled to look into the accounts of that body. I may mention here 
that the great Universities of Oxford and Cambridge never took any 
help from the State coffers, but on account of the war owink to unfor- 
tuiiate circumstances these great Universities had to ask for State help. 
And when they asked for State help they had to accept the appoint- 
ment of a Royal Commission and their affairs were fully investigated; 
they have estates from which they derive large income and the affairs 
even of their estates were fully investigated. Before a Minister could 
convince the Parliament that State grant was necessary, in the first 
place, it was necessary for the Minister hiipself to be^ convinced and, in 
the second place, it was necessary for him to convince the representa- 
tives of the jieople. It is, therefore, necessary that materials hqve got 
to be furnished and I must submit the relevant portions of such 
materials to the House. 

When I have got these materials and, after I have seen further 
matrials in the shaj)e of the recent audit reports, T shall have to decide 
as to whether I would acc^ept the resolution of August, 1921, or not. 
Neither in August, 1921, nor in March, 1922, did I promise that I would 
accept the resolution as it stands and I do not promise to do that even 
to-day, but I promise to do what is just and right, namely, that 
I shall sift all the materials that are placed before me, and then act 
in the best interests of the country and consistently with the wishes of 
the House. It must also be remembered that the House, too, will have 
further materials. *ln March, 1921, I had no hope of getting these 
materials but since then, as I have said, the position has changed. But 
the House will have to w'ait for a short time more. When I get these 
materials I shall decode the ciuestion on its own merits, and if I dtLan v- 
thing which the House does not approve, there would be time eiTclbgh* 
for the House to criticise my action. Therefore, on the very basis of 
the arguments of the critics of the University it would be wanting in 
logic and common sense, it would be wanting in common ^ decency to 
kill the University whic'h is the premier educational organisation in 
the whole of India. 

One word more and 1 have done. My friend, Maulvi Fasl-ul Haq, has 
criticised the administration of the University on the allegation that it 
has ignored Muhammadan interests. I do not propose to enter into the 
merits of the que-<tion. I have made it quite clear that in my view it 
is the duty of this House to look to the financial administration of the 
University, and also into the question of its general improvement, but 
it i^ not right to interfere with academical matters. The question of 
Muhammadan representation is, no doubt, an important one. Whan 
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the question of lejjrislation comes u|> — and I may tell the House, that at 
present two Bills drafted by my department are lying* on my lable, but 
I regret to say that on account of the Couneil session and other press- 
ing business, I have not had the time to examine them carefully — one 
of these Bills relates to the question of changing the constitution of the 
University. I think the proper time for Miiulvi Fazl-ul Ilacj to go into 
the question of Muhammadan representation will be when this Bill is* 
discussed. Will it be befitting to the (\>uncil to deprive the University, 
whatever its constitution may be, of the little help it asks for I, there- 
fore, submit that this demand should be |>assed and I h(»|H' that in spite 
of the many angry speeches it will be passed witlouit. a division. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: Aft er the statement made 
by the Hon’ble Minister that the Calcutta University will submit its 
accounts to the (iovernnieTit, J think ue have obtained some satisfac- 
tion fhr tju‘ j)ie,H<ujt. In that cas{‘ I b<‘g hsivi* to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was tlien, by leave of the (\uincil, withdrawn. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: So far as this <iucstion is concermnl, 
a similar motion also stands in my name. Although just a few minutes 
remain, I think 1 have a right to jilace my remarks on n‘cord. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You have no right of reply. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 havi' a nglit of r(‘])ly I ask fora 
ruling. I have only a few remarks to make which I hope I will be 
allowed. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Y ou may make a persona] (>xplana- 
tion, if you lik#*, but you iiave no rig-ht of rejdy. 

'feiKHiIvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: So far as this motiotn is concerned, 

I have been round this House and talked witli all rny Muhammadan 
friends. If T want a division, I can assure you my Muhammadan 
friends will vote for me, but the majority of them do not wish to wre^ck 
the Calcutta University at this stage. They are of ojiinion that we 
should at present suplMirt the Calcutta University and especially the 
Hon’ble Minister in this demand. In that view I have been asked by 
the majority of the Muhammadan members of this TTouse not to press 
this motion to a division. ^ 

The following motion was then put and lost. 

Babu IHDU BHUSHAM DUTTAs That the demand of Rs. 2.50,000 
under head '*31. — Education (Transferred) ” for a grant to the Calcutta 
University, be reduced by Rs. 10,000. 
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24.— Administration of Justioe. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: T now call upon the Hon'ble Sir 
Abd-ur-Rahiin to move item No. 153. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH SARKAR: I rise to a point of order. 
My submission is that the Hon’ble Member cannot brinp^ in a supple- 
mentary demand under the jmesent circumstances. This prant 
refused entirely at the last budget discussion and under the provision 
laid dowTj bv the Government of India Act, the remedy lies in section 
72D. The Section runs thus: — 

The estimated aimual expenditure and revenue of the pr^'vince shall be laid 
m the form of a statement before the Couneil in each year, and the proposals of 
the local government for the appropriation of ]\rovincial revenues and other 
ihoneys in any year shall he submitted to the v(»te of the Council in the form of 
demands for grants. The Council may assent, or refuse its assent, to a demand, 
or may reduce the amount therein referred to either hy a reduction of the' whole 
grant or by the omission or reduction of any of the items of expenditure of which 
the grant is composed. 

Now in ihis case, tin* (\)tiincil bas n'fused its assent to the demand. 
The provision laid down under the above section runs thus: — 

!*rovided that the local government shall have power, in relation to any such 
demand, to act as if it had been as.sented to. notwithstanding the withholding of 
such assent or the reduction of the amount therein referred to, if the demand 
relates to a reserved snhjei't, and the (Governor certifies that the expenditure 
provided for hy the demand is essential to the discharge of his responsibility for 
the subject. 

1diis dcmiind was rcfitsi'd, and Tfis Excidbuicy tlio Goviumor lias certi- 
fied to tne extent of a certain amount but not entirely In these 
circumstances, no supplementary diumind can be brougdit. 

I now draw attention of the Ooumdl to section 0‘i of the Itules: it 
runs thus: — 

^Vllell money has been sjHuit on any service for which the vote of C^ouncil is 
nei'essnry dining any financial year in excess oi tlie unioimt giant(*d for that 
service and for that year, a demand for the excess shall he presented U) the Council 
by the Finance Member and shall be dealt with in the same way by the Council 
as if it were a demand for a grant 

This is not the case; here the money has not been spent. 

Now I turn to section 94 which runs thus: — 

Ak estimate shall he pre.sented to the Council for a supplementary or additional 
grant when — 

(i) the amount voted in the budget of a grant is found to be insufficient for 
the purposes of the current year, or 

(ti) a need arises during the current year for expenditure for which the rote 
of the Council is nece.ssary upon some new service not contemplated 
in the budget for that year. 



1922.1 


DEMANDS FOR (GRANTS. 


471 


Mr- TARIT BHU8AN ROYS I rise to a point of order. Is m/ 
friend in order in making these ohservations before the motion for the 
demand of grant is moved by the Hon’ble Member in charge. • 

The DEPUTY-‘PRE8IDENTS T think he is iti order in taking 
exception to the moving of thfe supplementary' demand. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKARs I submit that this <lemand 
does not come under clause (/) be<‘ause it is not an amount which has 
been voted in the Itudget but found insufficient , but here the whole 
amount was lefused. Neither does it come under clause (//) IxH'ause a 
need has not arisen during the current \ear lor e\]H*nditure for which 
the vote of the Foium il is nec(‘ssar\ npcm '^om(‘ new servici* m)f cfui- 
temjdated in the itiidg-et tor that year. It was conttunplated and jdaced 
liefoie fh(* Founci] for consideration, but was refused; so umler these two 
rules, tin* siijiphunentai \ diunaiid (‘annot l)<‘ placecl. In this connection 
1 wish k)Mra\v the attention of the House to the He]>ori of the Joint 
Parlinmentarv Fommittee- - 

Th6 DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Vou ha\o stated your point, you need 
not argue the iiiattcT. 

Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR* T was just going to stati*, 
in siip])ort of m\ cont'oition. what was the view of th<‘ 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You liave raised a preliminary ])oint 
that this demand ought not to have found place in the supjihmientary 
budget. Our ruling is that under rule ‘12 

An estimate shall he jiresented to the Coiineil foi n siipplenientary or addi- 
tional pcraiit A\hen the amount voted oi fhf of n tjninf is found to be 

msuffieient for the purposes of (he current year 

Rule 26 referring to the voting of demands in the main liudget 
says — « . 

A se*parute demand shall ordinarily he inad<‘ in respi‘ei of the gruni jiroponed 
for rot'll tlcfKiifmrtil o/ thr (,ovt rrnnruf 

In the present case the grant l)(‘fore the (‘ouncil at the time of the 
voting of grants on the Budget was — 

24 — Administration of .riistict- -Hs 81, 16. (>0(). ruder rule dU, the 
Council declined to vote an item of Rs, hO.OOO in that grant. 

A reduced demand was then passed under liead 24 - Administnition 
of Justice. ~ ^ 

The amount voted in thr Huflf/rt of thr f/rfint, 7.r. , tht^ reduced 
demand has been found to be insufficient. Therefore, the motion is in 
order. 

There is also another reason why this motion is in order apart frfim 
what I have said, and this reason would ajiply in a r ase where the entire 
demand of a Reserved Department, T?ay Administration of Justice, was 

31 A 
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refused ty the Oounril, and part of it was certified by His Excellency 
the Governor. Government is entitled under proviso (a) to sub-section 
(2) of ffection 72D of the Goveniment of India Act to treat a sum certi- 
fied by the Governor as if it has been assented to, that is to say, as 
vK>ied, and if the amount certified, which is to be treated as voted, is 
insufficient, then automatically the case falls within clause (i) of sub- 
section ( 1) of rule 32, and a supplementarj* demand can be put forward. 

On both of these f^rounds^ f-overnment are entitled to put forward 
this supplementary demand. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: The same arguments applied 
to the Mounted Police grant. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Rut you never raised the jHiint l>efore. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) : 1 move that a sum of Hs. 34,(100 be granted under 
head “ 24. — Admimsirahon ol .lust ice ” lor the I’eteiition of the PajMrU’ 
Rook l)ej>adni(‘nt of the (’alciitta High Point ior the year 1922-23. 

As tlu‘ tim(‘ is veiy limit(*d, 1 do not waul to say anything at 
]»reseiit, hut I reserve the light ot s]>euking later on. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 moNe that the demand of Hs. 34,O00 
under lieml “ 21. — Administration ol Justice ” for the retention of the 
Pa]>hr Rook l)(‘i>artment of the ('alcntta High (’ouit be refu.sed. 

1 had the lionour, and 1 may say, the juivilege of opposing a similar 
demand when it was brought up lor the first time in 1921, and it had 
lM‘en my luck eM*r since, on two oi'castons at any rate, to ojijKise this 
(hMiiand, and tiwlay it is m> pleasure to liegin the opposition to the 
grant ot this mone\ by the (’onncil. 1 ha\e very little to add to what 
1 said on the last occasion, wlm li 1 hojH* will be tresh in the memory of 
the membms of tins (\uincil. Rriefi> stated, the jKisition is this; Pa^x^r 
hooks in the case of second apjH'als were never prepared by the vakils, 
hut by the otticers of the High Point. It is only in the case of first 
ajiinails, otherwise known as regular apinnils, tliat the vakils have been 
]»re]Kiring pa]H‘r hooks, lor tin* last 40 years without any cQiiijdaint 
from anybody. It was only in the year 1920 that Their Lordships in 
the Priw Pouncil suggested that an imi>rovement might be made in the 
preparation of imi)er hooks in cases of api>eals that ultimately went up 
to the Priv> Pouncil, that these hooks might he pre})ared in the office of 
the Point from the very beginning so as to avoid doing the same work 
tw'ice, securing exi>edition and minimising the cost to the litigants. 
When the High Point revised these rules, regarding the Paper Rook 
De|>ai'tment, it said that the Privy Pouncil had directed that the prepara- 
tion of ixn>t*i hooks in all first apiieals w’ill l>e done under the sui^ervision 
of the High Pourt. Now, Sir, we all know that the Privy Council never 
meant anything of that sort. It only referred to the first appeals of 
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al] cases whioli would ultimately go to them, so that the litigants would 
be saved the expense and worry and trouble of having the i>a]>er books 
pre[>ared once for the High Court and then again for the Privy (^)uncil. 
The Privy Council suggeste<l tliat the |);i|X‘r !>ooks should be so pre|mred 
that after the High Court had dis]>osed of the apjH'al an<l the case came 
before the Privy ('ouiicil, no furtlier exjH'iise and labour on this account 
would l)e necessary. Tiiis (juestion was (onsidered and tlie High t'ouii 
maintained that 50 (ent. of all ap|)eals went up to the Privy ('ouncil. 
We challenged that statement at the time, and we now find in answer 
to a question put. Government have, at last, accepted what we said tlmii, 
that not moie than five jK*r cent, of all ap]H‘als went to the I’rivy Council. 
That being the jKisi^on, the Ihivy CounciPs dirtM tion vviUild only refer 
to 5 l)er cent, of the a]>iK*als, but the High (^>urt has interprettnl tin* 
order to mean that the directftui givcui by the Privy (Nmncil reterrtnl to 
the entire set, whether it he fiist apiK*als, that ended with the High Court 
judgmeirt, and whether it went to the Privy Council or not. W(‘ ]>ointe(l 
out at that time that this ruling of the High Couit nu*ant extra exjiense 
to the litigant. In that view, we rtdused th(‘ grant and in 1021 the 
High Court modified its rules, hut still tlu‘ rates wert^ uniN'cessarily high, 
much higher than the pleaders ev(‘i (diarged the litigant puhlic. It is 
interesting to note that tin* Pa|H‘r Hook Department of tin* High ('ourt 
has not heen able to jH'rforni tin* work more exix*<lit lously than tin* 
vakils used to do. Yesterday, in reply to certain (juestions put h\ me 
and Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar, we got these interesting figur(‘s. In 
the year 1920, the figuies of papei hooks fih‘d by tin* vakils jimounted 
to as many as 242, of which 14(5 consisted of 10(1 pag(*s or more. 1'hose 
prepared by the Pa|K*r Hook Department of the Hijj^h (’ourt in 1021 
amounted to d(S of which 5 only consisted of lOt) pages or over. From 
January, 1022, the saiin* High Court prepared 5 hooks consisting of 
HK) pages. So, thougli the department has he<*n working io^ nearly two 
years, it is clear that the High (’ourt l*aj>er Hook Depart nn*nt is more 
ex|)ensive from the litigants’ iHiint of view than wh(*n the work of 
preparing the hooks was enti listed to the vakils We also find that, 
whereas the vakils prepaicd 250 pajM*i hooks, tin* High ('ourt ju(*|)4ir(*d 
only 38. Now' ever\one knows tlu^t neither as legards exjM*ns»*, nor as 
regards time taken up in the preparation of the l*ujM*r Isioks has there 
been the slightest improvement by the intro4luction of the new rules in 
the High (knirt. I submit that tliese rules cannot Im* satisfactory, and 
* there is no justification for the [ueparation^of thes<* pajx*r hooks by the 
High Court. The Council has refused this grant on two occasions, and 
I submit that they ought not to be asked to reconsider their decision 
again. They have rejected this demand; why should they lx* again asked 
to go back ujK)n their decision 'i The time at my di.s|xjsal is very short 
and there are other sfx*akers, so t wdll not fuither detain the Council. 

With these few words, I beg to oppose this demand. 
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Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: It is with feelings of sorrow 
that I have to move, for the third time, this Couneil for refusing the 
demand foi the Pai)er Book Depiiitment. To my mind, it appears that 
the Government rase is so hopelessly weak that the Hon'ble Member in 
charge did not venture to put his case })efore us. He is waiting for our 
s}>e(udieH to re])ly later. This shows that he has not got one word to say 
in supiK)rt of it. He has been twice defeated. I am sure that, if left 
to himself, he would not have come to this (Vnincil w’ith this proposal, 
but he is carrying out the orders of the Government of India. That 
is the reason why be has come out with this demand. Well, on the 
merits, I do not think that anything need be said. This is the third 
time that we are discussing it. It is well known that tlnov is nothing 
to be said on their behalf. AVe have tound out- — I would not go into 
details which can be iound on i)age 2‘1 — thAt the work that is being done 
now is of no value at all and that the total inc(>m(‘ last year was alxmt 
Rs. 8,000 and the exj>t*ndit\ire Rs. 50,000. That alon<‘ is a ?;ufticient 
justification for throwing it out. 

Then we come to the im]K)rtant constiiutional qu(‘stion My fritoul 
Mr. S. K. Das has told the nuunluMs manv tilings about the nectvssity 
of making this grant, but 1 do not think that lie is at all right. It is 
a great (ioristitutional (piestion and, as His FxcelleiU'y has told us, it is 
a iK'rfectlv anomalous position that the GoveriniK'nt of India should 
demand and that we should supply. The Government of India know 
full well that we are in a terrible deficit When wi* wmit to Simla 
over the (luestion of the financial injustice to us and asked them to Indji 
us in that situation, the\ ]>aid little heiul. Thercfou', why w(‘ should 
(‘arry out the ludie.sts (il the Government of India, I do not si'e. Wh\ 
should anv of my friends think it essential to gid all liK friends of the 
Theatre Rmid ('lub to opim.se the interests of the country, 1, for one do 
iKlt- understand. If theie is anything that is constitu.tional, it is this. 
AVe must learn to stand on our own rights and anybod\ who teaches to 
the contrary, is, to my mind, a man who is working directly against 
the interests of his own motherland. This is purely a constitutional 
(juestion. AVe must refuse to be saddled like this. The Government 
of India have no right to sadille us .«n this way. and I would ask my 
brother members here to rememher that if we were once willing to allow 
this demand that had been made here, it would lead to our ruin because 
other departments would come up with such demands and We would 
have to meet them. Mueh l^s been said by my friend Mr. Fazl-ul Haq 
on the subjeet and I shall not detain you. But what I say is this. 
There is yet another as|>t‘et of the thing. Why should we i«y Rs. 50,000 
at all, and for whose interests ? The Privy Council said something differ- 
ent. The High (kmrt Judges in their i^ver-zeal have made some rules. It 
is not the High Court Judges who are going to pay from their own 
salaries. It is not the Government of India that are going to pay. It 
is clearly a case to be refused. It is Rs. 50,000 to-day, it will be 
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Rs. 60,000 to-morrow ami Rs. 70,000 iho day after and so on. We ni 
be very careful not to allow this rec'urrin^ ex|HMiditure even at the retjU 
of the Government of India. It i^ our owAlook-out and w(‘ insist look 
our funds. We shall not allow them to l>e fritttwed awav like tli 
With Rs. r>0,(K)0 we have the |X)wer of horrowiii^ Rs. 5 or G laklis, w 
which we can helj) our nation-huildinj^ dc^partimuits. sanitation a 
education. Is therV any reason why the (iovernmeiit of India shoi 
trouble us in this way ^ The llon’hle Sir Ahd-ur-Uahiin , with *1 
serenity which he jKis.sesses, is smilinp. He is hound to do so. He 
a hi^?hly sensible man and an ex-('hief .lust ice. He knows tlie ridic iih 
jM>sition in whic h he has been placed. Tlierefore, 1 do not tliink tl 
much arprument is necessary. It is our Injiimhui dut\. duty ui 
ourselves and duly unto our mothf‘rland, that we should throw out tl 
demand. That is the jKisdion. 

BjEdbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: The merits of the (piestion hr 
l)een very well ^^one into by Maiilvi A. K Fazl-ul llaij. It has a 
been fully discussed durin^»- the* last two Hiid^^^cd «liscussions, so tin 
is hardly any necessity to into details. Onc' thin^»‘ which strikes : 
is this, that this dconand for the Pa}K*r Hook l)(*pai limuit seems to 
like an unrecof^nised < hild. Ncdiody .seems to like takinj.r any r<‘s|H 
sibility for it. This Council has t,wi(X‘ nduscnl the demand and I 
Exc'ellencv'^thc* Governor does not think that in tin* dischaiye of | 
re.sponsibilities to Parliament he* m‘ed restore* this ^j-nuit. He ot 
restored the ^»Tant, because* he had be<*n ask<‘d by tin* Governnn‘nt 
India to do this. 1 liaxt* looked into the Governmc'nt of India Act, li 
I do not know' under what ruh*s the Government of India can forca* t 
hands of the Governor of H(*Ti^»'al I'ln* jMisition^s fiot only anomaloi 
but against the very principle of jMovim ial autonomy Piactically 
comes to this, that it is a matter which is onl\ appr(»\cd by the Govei 
ment of Indiit and for that 1 do not see why tin* (fover;^ment of Hen^ 
or the Bcii^mI Gouncil should be* askc*d to vote this ^^rant. The 
Sir, it raises another (juestion of principle for which we ha 
been fi^htin^^’ this week. This curious procedure of the Govcuume 
cominp to this Gouncil and asking'- nn'mlHUs to n*viHe Un‘ir decisi 
over and over a^^ain is a i>roiK*stion which can no lon^rer be* tolerate 
Is this Council to be treated like cliildreny An* the m(*mb(*rs ^oin^ 
be told that their decision does not mean anythin^^y Must they ^o i 
revising i+, time after time, so long as that decision does not tally wi 
the Government view? Is this the [>^Hitioii that is to he toleratcxl 
this Council? I submit that we should not stcxip to that indignity, 
entreat, as I have entreated on a previous occasion, that all the membe 
of this Council should remember tlie dignity of this (\)uncil. Tw'if 
after due deliberation, after due eonsideration, you have thrown o 
this demand. Twdee His Exeellency has vetoed it under the orders of t 
Government of India and not in recognition of his responsibilities 
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Parliament. For what earthly reason should the Council be asked to 
reconsider its decision ? 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: This matter has been dis- 
mssed twice before and, this is the third time that we are discussing it. 
riiis question has been ^‘ully dealt with by my predecessors wdio have 
iddressed this Council, so 1 do not find that I can *add anything more. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: It is the third time that 
ibis qu(‘8tion has lx*en brought forward in this Council. His Excel- 
ency told us that he had been obliged to send this question again to us 
)wing to a mandate from the (io\ernment of India to restore the 
iinmint. 1 do not know under what authority the Government of India 
isk us to vote this grant. 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: You cannot (juestion the action o,f His 
Excellency the Viceroy, 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; 1 am sim]>ly asking a ques- 
ion — under what rule do the Government oi India come to us in such 
natters. Whatever may he the reason, His Excellency has done well 
n sending back tlie (|uestion. It would not have been projier oie his 
)art to restore the grant because the demand is not of such a nature 
IS requires the s|)ecial sanction of His Excellency under the jirovisions 
or the restoration ol giants I do not like to take u]) much time of th(‘ 
'ouncil. I will simply refer to the observations of the Hon’ble Mem- 
ler in charge of the l)epartnn*nt made in 1921, when the question first 
“ume up before the Covncil : — ' 

We iniiHt deid with tin* question from ilie point of Mew of tlie y:eneral public 
md carefully coiiNider how lar puklu interest is j^oin^ to he affc'cted by the question 
>efore this Council and not from the point of \ levs oi any professiVmal ^entlemefi, 
lowever much they may be attested b\ the o|Msration of the rules laid down by the 
ligh Court. 

Ve have seen that it is neither lieneficial to the public nor in any way 
xpeditious, because* we hear the depaidment only prepared 38 pa[)er 
looks last year, but the year before last the pleaders did file as many 
,8 200 paper books. Besid(*s tin* cost of the preparation of pai>er books 
las been made prohibitive. How do(*s it benefit the imblic or the 
itigant? We cannot support a department from the public exchequer 
without taking into (amsideratidn its desirability or utility. On the 
irst occasion, the (|uestion was vetoed by a large majority. I lielieve 
I voted against it and onl^ 20 supported the proposal of the work be- 
ng done by officials. On the .second occasion, the question was vetoed 
ly a large majority and no reason has been adduced to change our 
pinion. I strongly oppose it. 



1922.1 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


477 


Mr. 8. R. DAS: I did not intend to intervene in tliis debate, but T 
want to rorrect, or at least endeavour to rorrec t, an error into which 
my friend Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Ha<i seems ‘to have fallen. My.friends 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri and Maulvi A. K. Foxl-ul Haq solemnly 
stated to this House that, in accordance with an answer driven to ji 
question of Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, the vakils filed 242 ap[HMils in 
1920, whereas the Ihiper Book Department prepared onl\ dS pa]>t'r lK)ok8. 
My friends oiipht to have noticed that in that answer it was stated 
that in 1920 the vakils filed 242 ap]x*als. not that they prepared 242 
paper books. There is a vast difference between the two. This is 
quite apparent from the last part of the answer winch mv friend Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Haq has forjrotten to mention. Tin* 242 ajquails filed 
in 1920, dated from* 1915 onwards or, in other words, out of the 2-12 
appeals which the vakils filecj in 1920, many (»f them, at hnist some of 
them, took five yeiirs to ^ret ready, wlnueas the 98 ]>a|)ei' l)(M>ks which 

were ref|*rred to as the work done bv the Department an* books pre- 
pared in that year. So you cannot (‘ompare the two This is an 
error into which my friends seem to have fallen and which I thou^Oit 
it my duty to correct. 

I do not desire to say aiiythinj^' with refereme to wliat my friend 
Babu Surendra Nath Mallik has said rejrardinjr im*. exc('pt tliis that 
T do not admit that he alone has the interest of tlie country at heart. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: I thought that 1 would not int(*ivene in 
this debate, but as this motion has come Ix'fore this House or nither 
this demand lias come before this House for tln*^ third tinn*, I d(*cided 
that at least T should be made a wan* of the real fact#< l)(*fore I ^oive my 
vote. The C'ouncil reje< ted this demaml on two occasions and the 
demand has apain been made for tlie third time. As soon as I came 
to know that th<*»demand had b(*(*n imuh*, 1 much* in(juiric*^and I have 
come to learn that the rates an* still hij^rh. I was tcdd that Maulvi 
A^K. Fazl-ul Hacj in his 8p(H*ch stated that the vakils would lie able 
to do the work at tin* rate* of Re. l-b-9, whereas tin* Pa|>er Book rhqiart- 
ment demanded Rs. 9. After that, I ha\e been also told that 
the rates have been reduc«*d to Kc*# 1-4-0. Tf tliat is so, then to me it 
seems that the rate, the existing rate, after the rules have been modi- 
fied by the Hi^h Coiiit, seems to me to be lower than what Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-uul Hacj .said ou^ht to be tin* proper rate. That is what has 
been represented to me and I tliink tliat Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Hacj, in his 
reply, would let the House know wdiether that was a correct resprese^- 
tation. I also read in the newspapers that the Paper Book Depart- 
ment could not do the work so expeditiously as the vakils used to do 
and in fact certain fljyiire.s have been placed before this House. I also 
made inquiries about that and T was told that that was a fact: no 
doubt, but there were certain circumstances which must he taken into 
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‘consideration. One of the circumstances pointed out to me. was that 
an initial deposit was made at first and after the initial deposit was 
made,. the Paper Book Department decided to do so much work as was 
covered by the initial deposit and for some reason or other the total 
cost was not deposited in the High Court, so that the High Court 
might finish the work. In a particular appeal if Rs. 200 would he 
recjuired and if the initial deposit be only Rs. 50, the High Court is in 
a doubtful position whether the Government would pay the remainder 
or not. The Paper Book Department has decided that it would do so 
much work as would be covered by Rs. 50 and until and unless a fur- 
ther deiK)sit were made, it would not proceed with the work further. 
It was represented to me that it was on account of this difficulty that 
it could not do the work so expeditiously as it could have done if the 
entire cost were dejmsited. I do not know whether that is a fact. 
The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Administration of Justice will 
erdighten the House on that matter and if that is a fact, then cer- 
tainly this delay may be explained. It was represented to me that in 
order to make out a case that the Pa])er Book Department could not 
do the work so expeditiou.slv, the litigants did not deposit the cost, I 
ipean the entire cost, after depositing the initial (‘ost. 1 do not know 
whether it is a fact. If that is so, then certainly there is some excuse 
for this delay. It is on these j)oints that I want further information 
before I decide one way or the other. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahaitur; During the last 
few days, a farce has been jdayed in this Council. There was no dis- 
cussion upon any amendment excepting one, and u])on that a division 
was called and dbc voted for it. On the rest there was no discussion 
exc^ept by those who sent in their motions; there was no division; and 
every motion has been lost and this Council has been made a laughing 
stock of the whole country. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Ts the hon’ble member in order in referring to 
matters which have absolutely no connection with the subject under 
discussion ? 

Raj JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: This Council should 
be in a position to discuss every motion that is before it — it is a matter 
of ver\^ great importance. If no time is given and motions are lost in 
this way (I must say that I was against a great many of these motions) 
p^tople will say that this Council consists of fools only. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: The rules will have to be changed 
then and if you want to do that, you will have to move His Excellency 
the Governor. 
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Mr. D. C. CHOSE: May 1 draw your attention to the exprea^ion 
used that the Council consists of fools? 

• 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 did not say 

that. I said that jH'ople would say that. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MALLIK: Why should Mr I). C. Ghose 
tike ohjectioii to that? 

Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur: l)o(‘s the caj> fit him? 

Rai JOCENMIA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Th<‘ matter is so 
veiy iir^^eiit that I, bein^^ a University member, had no time to sjM'ak 
on the X^niversity motion. * 

(vQinin^ to this motion, 1 sliould like to know what j^rounds tlie 
Hi^h (\)urt made for asking us to revise our decision u]K)n this matter. 
This ('ouneil decided that it would make no l‘>r the cost of the 

jireparation of the ])ajHU’ liooks. We pave our reasons for our deci- 
sion and it is not necessary to dilate on them to-day. I should like to 
know what are tlie reasons for distributinp the old state of thinps. It 
is the habit of disturbinp the old state of thinps that leads to heart- 
burninp, apitation and disturbances all round the country. Why 
should the state of thinps be chanped? It may b(‘ said that the 1‘nvv 
(V)UTicil asked for it. The Privy Council only asked foi a few cases 
above Rs. 10,000 in value and not for the rest of the cuws. The 
I)(‘ople of this country do not want it. Th(*y have iininistakabl v 
shown their abhorence of this measure.* The (\)urt jileadfU's are 

dispusted. All this is a matter of zid and notliinp inori* than zid. 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has piven the n'^isons of the Hiph (’oiirt. I should 
like to know tiis own private opinion about this mattei*^ 1 should like 
him to say what is bis own exjierience in the matter. Are Goveinmenl 
printed books necessary? In the first place, these pa])er kniks are 
necessary because most of the Judpes are ipriorant of Renpali. Why 
should the litipant imblic be made to j)a\ so larpe a sum of money 
for bnnpinp their cases Worenhe Judpes who^do not know BenpaliP 
That is the first reason. The second is, why should not the litipanu 
be allowed to have their own choice in pieparinp the ])aper books? 
Why should not the appellants and respondents be allowed to make 
their own paper hooks? There is a Ikmpali proverb that “ a woman 
who loves a child more than its mother is a wutch.^^ The Hiph ^^ourt 
loves the litipant public more than the litipant public them- 
selves or their pleaders. That love is very suspicious. I say that this 
state of thinps cannot be allowed to po on. There is a preat deal of 
strained feelinp between the Judpes and the pleaders because of the 
zid, the well-known zid of a certain Judge of the High Court. 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’Me 
Sir John Kerr); I rise to a point of order. Is the member in order in 
referring to a particular Judge? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: You must withdraw it. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur; I cannot withdraw 
the remark on the ground that it is unfounded, but I would withdraw 
it on the ground that it is not right. 1 have stated a fact. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: He must withdraw the remark, Sir. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: Whatever you may think the facts 
to be, you must withdraw your remarks uruonditionally. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I will not with- 
draw it unconditionally, I would rathei* withdraw myself from the 
Chamber. 

fJlie memlKM- then walked out of the (.’ouncil Chamber.] 

Mauivi YAKUNUDDIN AHMED; This is the third time that this 
subject has come to the Council. After the })a8sing of the Amusement 
Act, the Stamp Act and the Court-fees Act by this ('ouncil, the High 
Court or the Member in charge of the Judicial Department expects that 
if the motion be jdaced Ind'ore the Council it will l>e passed. The 
memlKMs rejected the motion by an overwhelming majority — not bv a 
majority of one vote — on the hist two occasions. I, therefore, think it 
is highly improi>er to bring forward this motion in the Council a 
third time. It may Ik‘ lu>|)ed that some of those who voted against it 
formerly may vote for it now and they might have been won over. In 
my opinion it is a luxury to employ translators for the preparation of 
ixvper books when there are highly (pialified vakils with University 
education to do it. 

Under the circumstances, I opi>ose tne demand for the grant. 

Th0 HarPhle Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I need hardly remind the House 
that demands for the Pai>er Book De}>artment were rejected on two pre- 
vious occasions by the majority of meml)ers of this Council. As regards'^ 
the c<nistitutional jwsition, it was briefly indicated by His Excellency 
the Governor in his address to the Council. As the House is well 
aware, it is the Government of India that is responsible for the adminis- 
tration of the High Court and not the Bengal Government. The Bengal 
Government, however, has to supply the funds for the adminis- 
tration of the High Court, but the Government of India is in a 
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position, with reference to the administration of the High Court,* to 
tell the Government of Bengal that certain demands of the High Court 
ought to be conceded. A question has also been raised as regards the 
po.sition of His Excellency in a raafter of this kind. The rule on this 
point will be found in the Instructions to Governors printed in the 
Council Manual, at j>aragraph 7 : — 

We do further hereby especially require and charge you that • 

all orders issued by our Secretary of State, or by our (lover nor-General in Council 
on our behalf, to whatever matters relating, are duly complied with. 

A complaint was made that 1 did not exjilain what the demand was 
for. The only reason was that I had made so many 8j)t‘eches on this 
subject that I thought I should not take up the time of the C’ouncil 
by going over it again. dTowever, the jHisition is this. The learned 
Judges of the High Court are res|>onsible for doing thcur own business 
and I*thiuk it will he admitted by all fair-minded m(‘inlR‘rs of this House 
that it should he left to the learned Judges to say what is the projxu* 
procedure tliey should adopt in conducting their husiness. The unfor- 
tunate position is, that so fur as preparation of the paiH»r hooks is con- 
cerned, a difference of ojunion has arisen betwtuui tlie learned Judges on 
the one hand, and the vakils of the High Court on th(‘ other. It is 
(lerfectly true that the vakils of the High ('ouri for a long time have 
been preparing paper-lmoks in what are called the first or regular 
apf)eals. The High Court receive<l eertain instructions from the ITivy 
Council to the effect that cases that arc lik<‘ly to go uji to the Privy 
Council on api>eal should he prepared under the suixjrvision of the High 
Court. And the learned Judges say that for .some* time in many of the 
pa|>er books that were jirepared by the vakils th? work has not lieen 
satisfactorily done. I think an\ one, who looks at the matter in a fair- 
minded way, will agree with me tliat the Ilon’ble Judges are the liest 
I)erson8 to saT’ whether the [)re{>iiration of the pa[)^ hooks should 
be done under the suiiervision of the High (^>urt or the vakils and I 
respectfully but confideiitlv submit that the decision arrived at bv the 
High Court in the matter should be ac<epted. After all, the learned 
Judges are quite alive to the resjxinsibility of their |xisitioij and they 
can be trusted n(tt to do anything by way of .changing the practice 
which has obtained for some lime unless they are fully convinc-iHl that 
it is necessary to do so in the interest of the administration. I further 
submit that this Council is not the projx^r body to decide the question, 
especially when the High Court is so efiiphatic in its opinion, that the 
paper books which they have to deal with ought to be prepared isnder 
the supervision of the learned Judges. That, I submit, is a reasonable 
position, and, as I have said, in a matter of this kind, the opinion of 
the High Court ought to be given the greatest possible weight. At 
the same time, I do not for one moment suggest that this Council, which 
has been asked to vote a certain demand, has got no right to say whether 
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that demand is rififht or not, but when you have all the facts placed 
before you and you find that the learned Judges have repeatedly 
expressecr their opinion that we must alter the arrangement, then I 
submit that this House has discharged its duty. It has been said by 
some of the speakers, notably by Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq, who moved 
the first motion, that the High Court has not been able to manage this 
deiwirtmei»t efficiently. As regtirds that, they did not for some time 
prepare as tnany books as might be expected in the ordinary course, but 
it must be remembered that this department was started under the 
greatest possible difficulties. Although a nominal beginning was made 
in 1921, it was only in July, 1921, that the establishment was put in 
order and the department set properly wmrking. We, have l)een watch- 
ing very carefully and you may take it that the learned Judges have also 
been watch i rig the working of this department with a great deal of 
care. They will undoubtedly consider from time to time wdiether the 
rules ought to be modified or not. They have received deputations 
from the learned vakils and they have conferred and discussed the mat- 
ter with them. Having done all that, they have made some modi- 
fications in the rules which have enabled the department to work with 
more exi>edition and at a much less cost, than l)efore. My latest infor- 
mation is that, at the pre.sent moment, about 20 to 25 app(‘al cases 
are beitig jnepared by this de]>artment. Tf they go on at this rate there 
would be no ground for complaining of any delay. As regards the 
cost, even the learned vakils could not do it for very much less having 
regard to the fact that wages and prices of materials have gone up. 
They themselves were not content w'ith the old rates. We have laid it 
down and the High (\>urt has accept(‘d the condition that, whatever 
might hnj)j>en, this department must be self-supporting, that is to say, 
no charge is to Iw' made on the general revenues of the province for this 
de])artment. The High Court has accejded this condition and they are 
trving their liest to fulfil it. They have also agreed to an expert in 
accounts examining the whole system. We will depute the ex]>ert and 
that exfxu't will advise us whether any fiiither modifications are neces- 
sary. T submit to the House that they cannot expect the High Court 
to go further than that at this stage. There is also this to be Uorne 
in mind that the demand that is being made is for the rest of this year. 
The establishment is there, the staff has been engaged, the work has 
been taken in hand, and it is not reasonable to ask the High Court to 
disband the establishment altogether and turn out the employees caus- 
ing great inconvenience to the* litigants who will have to be told that 
nlthftgh we have taken their money we cannot do their work. I say 
this on behalf of Government that I am willing further to negotiate 
with the High Court to see if it is not possible for the learned 
Judges and the learned vakils to come to some sort of understanding on 
the point. After all some of the junior vakils used to earn something 
by preparing paper books and they have my sympathy. It is very 
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unfortunate that the Hig'h Court should be dragged into a controversy 
like this, for I think nothing could be further from the desire of the 
people of Bengal than that constant criticisms should be levelled "lat the 
High Court for making particular arrangements for the i>roper discharge 
of their duties. 

Msuivi Ai K. FAZL-UL HAQ: May I offer a jHTsotial explanation? 
Mr. S. R. Das remarked that I had made a statement which was not 
correct and he ex])ressed the lioi>e that I did not deliberately misrepre- 
sent the facts. All that I said was that the numlH^r of the printed 
|ra])ers prej>ared by the vakils was 242 . 1 got this figure in a J'eply 
to the question No. 2^2 asked by Babu Surendra Nath Mallik. Grant- 
ing that the i>ai)er books prepared by the vakils numlnTed 242 up to 
the year 1022, the average w#iild be 80, whereas tin* average prejiared 
by the High Court did not ex(‘ccd 88 and our jxisition is thus still main- 
tained. • 

The motion of Maiilvi A. K. Fazl-ul IIa(| was tluui put to the vote. 
A division was taken with the following result. 


AYES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Watimuddin. 
Ahmed, Mautvl Azaharuddin. 

Atimed, Maulvl Raft Uddin. 

Ahmed, Mauivi Yakulnuddin. 

All, Mr. tyed Erfan. 

All, Mr. tyed Naelm. 

Chaudhurl, Babu KIshorl Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hatzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhuri, Ral Harendranath. 
be, Babu Fanindralal. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Chatak, Ral Bahadur IMlmanl. 

Chose, Mr. 0. C. 

Haq, Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Karim, Maulvl Faziul. 

Khan, Babu Oovendra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid-ud-din. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raflque Uddin. 


Khan Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl Muhammad Erehad All. 

Law, Raja Reshee Cate. 

Malilk, Babu Surendra Nath. 

MItra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. 

Mukharji, Babu tatlsh Chandra. 
Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhon. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Mulllok, Babu Nirodt Behary. 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Ray, Babu Bhabendra Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar thib Shekhare^ar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Brojendra Klehor. 
Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunith 
Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogeeh Chandra. 

Sarkar, Babu Riihlndra Nath. 

SInha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Or. A^ 


NOES. 


Ahmed, Mr. M. 

A4I, MunthI Ayub. 

Banorjea, the Hon'ble Hr turondra Nath. 
Banerjooi Ral Bahadur Aiblnath Chandra. 
Baeu, Babu datindra Nath. 

Boeo, Mr. t. M. 

Caroy, Mr. W. L. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Cohrin, Mr. O. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 


Currie, Mr. W. C. 

Da», MU. S. R. 

OoLltle, Mr. d. A. 

Donald, Mr. d. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerton, Mr. T. 

Faroqut, Mr. K. C. M. 
Forreetor, Mr. d. Campbell. 
French, Mr. F. C. 

Goode, Mr. t. W. 

HIndiey, Mr. C. D. M. 
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Huntlngford, Mr. G. T. 

Huq, Mauhrl Ekramul. 

Ktrr, the Hon'bie Sir John. 

Khan, M*. Razaur Rahman. 

Unf, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'bie the 
MoAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MItter, the Hon'bie Mr. P. C. 

Nakey, MIrza Muhammad All. 

Pamtt, Mr. P. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'bie Sir Abd-ur- 


Rauf, Mauhfl thah Abdur. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur LaHt Mohan Slnsh. 
Skinner, Mr. H. E. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

Stephenson, Mr. H. L. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hattan. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Walsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes beirij^ and the Noes 45, the motion was lost. 
The orifi^inal demand was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


The ('Ouncil was Ihen adjourned till Wednesday, the 12th July, 1922, 
at 3 P.M., at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengol L^islative Council eseembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamlxu* in Ihe Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 12th July, 1922, at 3 r.M. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the (9iair, the Ilon’lde tin* four Mtunhers 
of the Executive Council, the Tlon’hlc the thn^e Ministers, and 9d 
nominated aiid elected menihers. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Work in Registration Department. 

*LXXVII. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
non’lde the Minist(‘r i?i char^'-e of the I)(*partin(*nt of Education l)e 
])leased to state ^\]^eth(*r he is aware — 

(i) that there lias hcen an increase of registration work in the 
K(*^''istration l)ej)artment ; 

(n) that the existing: staff has to cope with the increas<‘d work; 

(777) that tin* ruh‘ enjoining* tlie completion of registration at least 
witliin three da\s is not heiiif^ observed in many le^rj strut ion 
offices; and 

(7r) that tl^^ executants are Immti^ inconvenienced and put to loss 
on account of the delay in registration ? 

(b) Are the Government considering^ the desiraliility of taking,,' imme- 
diate steps in the matter? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to inquire what annual savings are effected in the f(‘(‘s nailised for 
lengthy documents and to see if those savings can 1 h‘ utilised for 
redressing the grievances above referred to? 

MINISTER in obarge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter); (a) (i) There has been no increase^ of 
Togistration work. In fact registrations fell from 2,080,448 in 1920 to 
1,855,944 in 1921, f.c., by 11 per cent, and for the first three months 
of 1922, for which figures are available, 482,028 doeuments were regis- 
tered against 572,298 documents for the corresponding period of 1921, 
showing a decrease ol 15 per cent. 
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{ii) As the number of documents presented for registration is 
always fluctuating, the permanent staff is sui^lemented by temporary 
establishment. 

{Hi) There is no rule enjoining the completion of registration 
at least within three days, Rule 80 (Registration Manual) enjoins the 
prompt return of documents after registration. 

, {iv) and {h) Complaints have been received about the delay in regis- 
tration. The stock of Register-books for copying documents had unfor- 
tunately run short, but steps have been taken to replenish the supply. 

(c) During 1920, for which figures have been separately compiled, 
the fees realised under Article N of the Registration Fee Table for copy- 
ing lengthy documents amounted to Rs. 2,88,575 while Government 
spent Rs. 1,78,478 on temiK>rary establishment only. 


Fan for Mr. G. R. Das in his prison room. 

«LXXVIII. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN; {a) Will the Hon’ble 
the MemlK^r in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) 1 k‘ pleased 
to state the date when the use of a fan for Mr. C. R. Das was recom- 
mended by his doctor, and also the res]>t‘ctive dates, when orders were 
passed on the recommendation and when he was actually allowed the 
use of a fan ? 

(5) Is it not a fact that sjKM'ial <*lass ]>risoners who are allowed the 
use of fans have to hear the cost <»f these fans and of the electric 
installation ? 

(r) Will the TTon’lde the Member he pleased to state what will happen 
to these fans after the release of the prisoners concerned? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim); {a) The medical attendant to 
Mr. C. R. Das n‘Commended a fan for him on 22nd March; order was 
issued on Hist March and the fan was ready on 11th April, 1922. As 
Mr. C. R. Das w’as meanwdiile removed to a room in the Indian under- 
trial yard on the up{>er ward which w'as com])*aratively cooler and was 
subsequently permitted to remain in it, the Sui)erintendent asked for 
sanction on 15th Aprd to the installation of another fan in this yard 
also. Sanction w-as accorded on 28th April and the fan was ready on 
8rd May, 4922. 

(5) Yes. 

(c) The fans will be taken away after release by the prisoners 
concerned. 


Inspection notes of noiM)ffioial visitors of Alipore Central Jail. 

*LXXIX. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
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to lay on the table the notes of inspection, if any, by non-officials who 
have visited the Ali]>ore Central Tail since December last? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased also to lay on the table 
the remarks of the Jail Sui^erintendent, if any. on such notes? 

(r) Has any action been taken by the (tovernment to jjive effect to 
the sufTprestions of the Jail visitors, official and non-official? If any 
action has been taken, will the Hon’ble the Memln'r be pleased .to « 
state it? 

The Hofi’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) and (h) The ins|M>ction 
notes by non-official visitors and the remarks of flic SujHuintendents on 
these notes are for the use of the Jail authorities uTid not intended for 
publication. Oovernnient do not therefore j)rojK>se to lay them on the 
table. * 

(c) The Jail authorities do their lM*st to pive effect to such of the 
suppestions as aie reasonable or practic'able. 

Dft A, 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble the Member in charpe of 
the Department of Revenue (Jails) aware that extracts from the insp(u^ 
tion notes by a non-official visitor to the Dacca Jail have been recently 
issued to the Tress by the Publicity Officer, Benpal ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: Will th<‘ llon’hh^ the Memlhu la* pleased 
to state whether unlike insfan tion notes by non-officijil visitors to the 
Alipore (’entral .Tail, tin* insja'ctijui not(‘s of visitors to tl»e Dacca Jail 
are for the use of ])ersons other thaii the jail authoriti(‘s and intended for 
publication ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM* Tlu> (lu.siion thiH is now put 

18 absolutelv different from the quest ion miw on the list. T submit that 
it is not ripht frw any memlMM- when one ])artieular quest ioar is put down, 
that he should ask a number of (jiiestions which are r(*allv difficult to 
answer off-hand. T submit that the proper cmirse is that if a cjuestion 
like this is put, notice should be piven. 

Dr, A. 8UHRAWARDY! The Hon’ble Meml>er should not usurji 
the functions of the Deputy-President. It is for itbe Deputy-President 
to allow or disallow. 


Venereal diseaMs. 

•LXXX. Mauivi HAMID-UD-DIN KHAN: (a) Han the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in charpe of the Department of Local Self- 
Government been drawn to the fact that a larpe number of prostitutes 
infected with venereal disea.ses flock to every fair or mrJa in RenpaJ? 

(6) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to 
the insanitary way in which these women of ill-fame often behave 

32 a 



488 


QUESTIONS. 


[12th Jhlt 


themHelves by admitting a large number of people every day and by 
ex losing themselvefi to the public view being often in huts of 7 feet 
by 3 feet without proper pardah or fencing ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
measures by which the influx of women of ill-fame and infected with 
loathsome diseases to ritelas may he prevented, by examination or other- 
wise, and also of introducing, for the benefit of young men, visible 
instruction by means of lantern slides or by cinematograph films show- 
ing the danger of venereal diseases? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (n) and (h) 

It is well-known that a large number of women of thb unfortunate class 
ordinarily ply their trade at fairs and nifhis m Ilengal and it is a matter 
of common knowledge that venereal disease is often jirevaleut amongst 
su(*h women. Government have obtaint‘d no spt^cial information 
regarding the conditions refeired to in question (?>). 

(r) The llengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill gives wider lowers 
than the present Act for the (*ontrol of venereal disease. The Director 
of Public Health has been asked to consider the feasibility of proim- 
ganda work to instruct the illiterate classes on this subject of venereal 
disease; but priiiui fade it is clear that work on these lines (‘an best be 
accomplished by local societies arranging lor lectures for men only. 
The Department of Public Health would be glad to co-ojx^rate in any 
well-advised campaign of this kind. 

Admission into the Calcutta Medical College. 

«LXXXI. Dr. JATINDRA^NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of L(K:al Self-Government be 
pleased to sk +e the names of the members of the Selection Board for 
admitting students to the Calcutta Medical College last year? 

(?;) Was it correct that no member excepting the Principal inter- 
viewed the candidates for admission? 

(r) If so, what w^as the reason? 

(d) Have the members of the Selection Board submitted any report 
of their work? 

(c) If so, wdll the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to place a copy of 
the report on the table? 

(/) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of ask- 
ing:, the members to submit their report soon? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAl (a)(1) Princi- 
pal, Medical College; (2) Dr. H. Suhrawardy, m.d., f.r.c.s. ; (3) Dr. 
Bidhan Chandra Ray, m.d., f.r.c.s.; (4) Rai Upendra Nath Brahma- 
chari Bahadur, m.a., m.d.; (5) Major T. L. Bomford, i.m.s. ; and 
(6) Dr. Nani Lai Pan, m.b. 
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(6) Government are informed that two meml>er8 of the committee 
were present on two or three ot'easions last year when the Principal 
was interviewing: the candidates. , 

(c) In 1921 — for the first time — every (andidate was personally 
interviewed hy the Principal with the full approval of the committee 
who asked Hhat they should 1 h‘ informed of his views so as to iusslst 
them in the selection of suitable candidates. The committee were 
invited to attend at these interviews which occui>ied two or three liours ‘ 
daily during a {>eriod of four to five weeks. 

{d) The reply is in the negative. No ieiH)rt has been called for 
as it was not thought necessary and no complaint has ever been made 
about their work^ 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(/) The reply is in th<‘ i>(‘gative. 


Mayo Hospital, Calcutta. 

•LXXXII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble the Minister in charge* of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state in dc'tail — 

(i) how the Ma>o Native Hospital in Galcutta came into existence ; 
and 

(??) how the Professor of Ophthalmic Surgery in the Galcutta M<*di- 
cal (\dl(*g(* has alwa\s b<*t‘n ap|H)ii)ted as tin* Surgeon- 
Supenntend(‘nt of tin* said liospitalP 

(h) An* the Gov(‘rnnn‘nt consid<*ring the desirability of substituting 
the word “ Indian ” for tin* word “ Native ” in the Mayo Native 
Hospital? 

TheHon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; m) {,) The hos]ii- 
tal was origin?illy founded in 1792 for Indian patieiits^and n*foiinded 
in 1<S74. The* lleport of tln^ Govi'rnors for 1920 givc*s a full account 
of its origin. 

(n) 4’here is nothing to show wdiat onginally h*d to tin* appoint- 
ment of the Professor of Gjdithalmic Surgery as the Suig(N)n-SuiH»rin- 
tendent of the Mayo llospitar The apjKuntyient is made by the 
Governors. 

(h) This is a matter for the d(;^*ision of the Gov(‘rnorH. 

Governing Body of Calcutta Medical College and Hospital. 

^LXXXIII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Depailment of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether there are any non-official Indian 
Members hi the Governing Bodv of the ('alcutta Medical College and 
the Calcutta Medical College JHospital ? 
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(b) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of 
admitting a few non-official Indians — both Hindus and Muhammadans — 
to the Governing Body of each? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) There is no 
Governing Body for the Calcutta Medical College and Hospital. There 
is a council to assist the Princi]>al of the College in matters relating to 
lectures and such matters of hosjhtal administration. It consists of 
the members of the staff and there is no non-official member on this 
c{)uncil. 

(h) The reply is in the negative. 


Drinking water-supply in parts of Burdwan. 

•LXXXIV. Mr. BIJ0YPR08AD 8INGH ROY: (a) Will the 
Hoirhle the Minister in cliarge of the ])e])artment of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment he ])leased to slate whether lie is aware that there is a great 
scarcity of drinking-water in a large mimher of villages in the thanas 
of Jamalpur, liayna and Memari in the district of Burdw’an, and that 
to this scarcity of gocwl drinking water has been attributed the out- 
break of cholera in several of the villages? 

(h) Will the Hon’hh' th(‘ Minister he jileased to state wdiat ste])s 
have been taken by the Government or the Histrii't Board to give relief 
to the distressed villages? 

The Hon’ble 8ir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) The 

Minister has no special knowledge of any scaridty of drinking water 
in the areas mentioned. He is, however, aware that there was this 
year a g(‘neral shortage* of drinking water in the rural areas of Bengal. 
Government ^ cannot assume financial resjionsibility :^)r rural water- 
8up})ly which is the direct concern of the local bodies. The question 
of w^ater-supply will, however, be considered in connection with anti- 
malaria operations. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Bittings of the Btknding Committee on Excise. 

157. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Deimrtment of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state the number of sittings of the Standing Committee on 
Excise during the last official year and how many of their recommenda- 
tions have been accepted by the Government? 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE ihd 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): Four sittings of tho Fommitteo (#i) Excuse 

were lield during* 1921-22. Fnder the nilc*s its funrtions are advisory 
and its proceedings confidential. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask hy whom these rules 
have l)een pr(‘scri]>ed • 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Tliey have Ixuui pn^scrihed by His JCxcellency the 
(tovernor. 

Babu AMULYA HHONF. ADDY: May I further ask as to whether 
this rouncil is authoiiscMl 4o anuMid t]u‘s(‘ rules, so tliat tlie i*('solut ions 
of the Standing Fonnnittee^ on Excise^ 1 h‘ subject to contirmat ion by the 
Counryl and that tluyv nia\ be binding on the (lOvcrnnuMit as well!’^ 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: No 


Sittings of Standing Committee on Agriculture. 

158. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon ble iiie 
Minister in charge of the Dc'partmcujt of Agriculture and Industrieii 
Ik‘ ])leased to state the nunibc*r of sittings of the* Standing* Foininiitee 
on Agriculture^ during the last official ycnir and how many of ihciii 
recommendations have bmm a(*<*ei»t(Ml by the (ro\|^rnment. ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Seven sittings of tin* Standing Committcu* on Agricul- 
ture were liebT during the \ear 1921-22. Fnder the riTTeH its functions 
are advisory and its procc*edings (‘onfideniiul. 


Sittings of Irrigation Standing Committee. 

15S. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Memlier in charge of the DejKirtinofit of Irrigation be ideased to state 
the number of sittings of the* Irrigation Standing Fornmittee during the 
last official year and how many of their recaiminendationH have bec*n 
accepted by the Government ? • 

MEMBER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur &f Burdwan): There were four 
sittings of the Irrigation Standing Fornmittee during the last official 
year. The proceedings of Standing Committees are confidential. 
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Sittings of Land Revemio Standing Committee. 

160. .Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charj^e of the Department of llevenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state the number of sittings of the Land Revenue Standing 
(V)mmjttee during the last official year and how many of ^heir recom- 
mendations have been accejded by the Government? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE I (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

There were eight sittings. Under the rules its functions are advisory 
and its jjroc-eedings are confidential. 


Overbridge between Khulna railway and steamer stations, 

161. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Ilon’bb the 
Minister in charge of the Depaitment ol Public Works aware that there 
is no railway overbridge connecting the railway and steamer stations 
at Kliulna ? 

(h) Is it correct that a man was run over and kilb'd by an engine 
while shunting at the said station? 

(c) Are the (ioverniuent considering the desirability of constru(‘ting 
an overbridge at the station ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of I’UBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab AM Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur); 

(u) Yes. 

{h) A man was run over and killed on the drd August, 11)20; he 
was a tres])asser and there was no evidence to show that he was pio- 
ceeding fromx.,Mie railway station to the steamer statiop. 

{(') No It has been ascertained that jHusons are not likely to be 
run over, if they use the authorised route between the railway station 
platform and the steamer station, which is over the level crossing and 
along the river front. 


Judicial and non-Judicial stamps. 

162. Mr. S. MAHBOOB ALEY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
change of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, separately, the amount of revenue derived in Bengal 
during April and May, 1921, and during the same months in 1922, from 
the sale of — 

(i) Judicial stamjxs; and 
(it) non-judicial stamps? 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon'bti 
Sir John Kerr) : — 


April. 1921. 

May, 1921 

April. 1922. 

Mkj. 1999. 

\U. 

Its. 

Hs 

Kb. 

(0 31,28,464 

H,fi3,638 

29,73.547 

1 5,75,533 

(li) * 8,04,225 

7,75.280 

7,25,834 

9.07.762 

38,32,689 

22,38,808 

36,99.381 

24.83,295 


The above figures exc lude refunds. 


Births and deaths in Vishnupur (Bankura). 

163a Mra AJOY CHUNDER DUTTs Will ihe TIou’ble the Minister 
in eha|*pre of the l)e|)artinent of J.oeal Self-tioveriiinent be pleased to 
vSta1<‘ the nunibc^r of births and dc*alhs in the subdivision of Vishnupur, 
distric t Bankura, duriiif^ the last year? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; A statement is 
laid on the table. 


Statement referred to ifi the reply to unstarred r/uestion No. 163, showing 
the births and deaths of Vishnupur Subdivision in the district of 
Bankura for the year 1921. 



liirtita. 

nentbe. 

• 


358 

531 

•• 


237 

363 

.594 

836 

797 

1,134 

; , vvji 

1,605 

i 2,115 

3,775 

1 

2,676 

1,231 

2,131 

• 

953 

1,644 


Total 


8,918 


14,496 


m 
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Stud bulls in khas mahal ” areas. 

164.^ Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM; (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charpr^ of the Department of Keveniie (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state whether any stud hulls are maintained by the Government in 
the khas mahal areas for the improvement of the breed of cattle? 

(h) Tf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
MemlK‘r he pleased to lav on the table a statement showing — 

(0 the jdaces where sinh hulls are maintaincnl; 

(ii) the nuniher of such hulls; and 
(iii) the areas for which they are so maintained? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of maintaining such hulls in the khas 
mahal area.s for the improvement of the hr^ed of cattle? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yes 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(r) The (jiiestion does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause {h) of umtarred 
question No. 164. 


(0 PIho? wh<*rp stud bulls are 
uiaintRintd. 

(<0 Number of such 
buIlK. 

(Ui) Arewi for which 
th«> are maiiiUincd. 

Hakaruanj. 


^ Acres, 

Klu'piipara (witlun c(»Ioiiizatu)n nn*a) 

1 

112,288 

“Darjeblino. 



Cl)ol)ol)aali, NihiImhij; and Algara (Kalini- 
pong). 

3 

114,216 

Takdnl*, Bnrbotia, Puliingdung, Singhongdera 
and Kizoii blocks (Wegt TecHta Klan 
Mahals). 

5 

14,093 

Kulbung Kliaa Mabaiu 

1 

1,645 


Patuakhali High English School. 


165. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM; (n) W^ill the Hon^ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state whether 
he is aware that the Patuakhali High English School is working at a 
deficit and is in danger of being closed if the present stake of things 
continues ? 
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(h) Will Ihe Hou’bU' the Minister W pleased to state the amoulit 
of money spent by the (roveniment for the eonstruction of the building 
and the acquisition of lands for the purj»ose of the school? • 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware tliat Patuakhali is mostly 
inhabited by Muhammadans? 

(d) Is ft correct that three Government schools were ojiened at 
Perojpur, Bhola and dlialakati diiriiif^ the time of the i>artitu>n . of ^ 
Ben^fal, but Patuakhali had nci Government school? 

(c) Are the (bivernment considering the desirability of provinc ial- 
ising* the High English Schocd there? 

The Hon’ble Hr. P. C. MITTER: {a) (love rnnu‘nt have just been 
informed that the school is working at a dc‘ticil, which can be avoided 
by judicious administratioi^ of the available resourct‘s. The Divisional 
Ins{)ector has been in communication with thc‘ school on the subject. 
Government gives a grant ot Ks. ISo |H‘r menscun. 


(h) The total reciuirements were — 

Rs. 

Land accjuisition ... .. 

Mmldiiig 24,!G7 

Rai'^iiig the site* . . 

E(|UJj)meiit ... 2,111H) 


Total d2,T7() 


Of this, local coni I ilmtions were Ps. (>,t)Otl and# Government, guvo 
Ks. 2(),770. 

(r) Y<\s 
(d) Yes. 

(c) No. 


Probationer’s scheme in^the Bengal Judicial Service. 

166 . Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: AYill thc^ Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when the probationer’s scheme is likely to lie introduc-ed in the 
Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) ; 

(u) what is the reason for the delay in the publication of the 
scheme ; 

(m) whether he is aware of the discRntent that prevails among the 
officiating Munsifs owing to the non -publication of the 
scheme ; 
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(iv) whether he will be pleased to lay on the table a list of the 
officiating Munsifs who have completed two years of actual 
service but are still drawing a salary of Rs. 300; 

(r) whether he will be pleased to state the date from which effect 
would be given to the scheme when published; 

(vi) whether the delay in the publication of the scheme is due to 

any difference of opinion between the High Court and the 
Government ; and 

(vii) whether it is a fact that there is a vacanry in the existing 

cadre of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial-, if so, when did 
that vacancy take place and why is it no^ being tilled up? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim) : (i) and (h) It has been decided that the scheme 
should await the rejKirt of the Retrenchment Commit tt^, 

(m) The answ'er is in the negative. 

(iv) A list is placed on the table. 

(v) Vide answer to (?) and (?V). No definite date can be given, 

(vi) Does not arise. 

(vii) There is one vacancy with effect from 12th April, 1022, the 
filling up of which is still under the consideration of the High Court. 


List of the officiating Munsifs who have completed 2 years of actual 
service, hut are still drawing a salary of Rs. 300 per mensem, 
referred to in the reply to clause (iv) of unstarred question No. 166. 

1. Maulvi Altaf Ahmed. 

2. Babu Pratul Chandra Roy. 

3. Babu Sachi Kania Roy. 

4. Babu Narendra Nath Sen Gupta. 

6. Babu Priyabrata Sen. 

6. Mr. Satish Chandra Bagchi. 

7. Babu Jyotirindra Nath Bagchi. 

8. Babu Naresh Chandra Chakravartti. 

9. Babu Indu Bhushan Biswas. 

10. Babu Nagendra Chandra Ganguli. 

11. Babu Anukul Chandra Sannial. 

12. Babu Ashutosh Das. 
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13. Babu Probodb Chandra De. 

14. Babu Kamesh Chandra De. 

15. Babu Dhirendra Nath Bagchi. 

16. Babu Bishnurath Sen. 

17. Bafiu Harendra Nath Banerjee. 

18. Babu Manmatha Nath Ghatak. 

19. Babu Gyanendra Mohan Haoladar. 

20. Babu Tridib (Miandra Banerjee. 

21. Babu Rania|mti Ghosh. 

22. Babu Cham Chandra Basu. 

23. Babu Brojendra Saffan Sannial. 

24., Maulvi Tofail Ali Khundker. 

25. Babu Rabindra Kumar Basu. 

26. Mr. Mazheruddin Alimed. 

27. Babu Bhabataran M(K)kerjee. 

28. Babu Shailendra Nath (3iatterjee. 

29. Babu Narendra Nath De. 

30. Babu Rainesh ('handra Sen Gupta. 

31. Babu Satya Gopul Mukerjee. 

32. Maulvi Shahabuddin Ahmed. 

33. Lala Jo^^esh Chandra. 

• Daoofties in Bengal including Calcutta.^. 

167. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that there has been a large increase in ducoities and 
serious crimes during the last few months? 

(5) Will the Hon’ble the Mem]»er be ]>leased to furnish figures show- 
ing the number of dacoities and serious crimes; (i) year by year during 
the last three years, and (it) between January, 1922, and Slst May, 
1922, with figures for the corresponding months of the previous years 
(the figures for Calcutta being given separately) ? 

MEMBER in charge cf POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) DacoiTy aad some other serious crimes 
have increased this year. 

(6) Statements are laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question 
No, 167, showing the nu^mher of reported cases of dacoities and serious 
crimes during the last three years. 


In Bengal 
Outside Calcutta, 






Bukolary. 



YeRr 

! Murder. 

Daooitj. 

Robbery. 

With 

theft. 

Without 
theft an 1 
attempt. 

Theft. 

1 ! 

, 1 

Riot. 

1919 

612 

1 

823 

1 1 

580 ' 

1 

, 39,972 

5,759 

32,144 

1,207 

i 

1920 

503 

; 683 

1 

4H5 

:i8.6'71 

5,355 

30,655 

1 1,359 

1021 

1 

637 

1 

864 

i I 

5^0 : 

35.308 

4,565 

26,564 ; 

‘ 1,384 

In Calcutta, 

Tear. 


1 Murder 

Dacoity ' 

Rohlierj. 

i 

i 

Burglars j 
1 

T>iett 

i 

1 

RInt. 

I 

1919 


29 

1 

3 

45 

1,334 

5,962 

23 

1920 


28 

2 

99 

1,445 

5,985 

31 

1921 

'• 1 

26 

4 1 

1 

149 

1,460 

! 

- 6,276 

51 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question 
No. 167, showing the number of reported cases of serious crimes, 
other than dacoities in Bengal outside Calcutta, during the first 
quarters of the years 1919, 1920, 1921 and 1922. 



I 


BunoLARr. 



Quarter endinc 3 let March. ' 

M urder. 

u 

Robbery. ; 

with 

theft. 

Without 
^ theft and 
attempt. 

1 

' Theft. 

Riot. 

1919 

no* 

166 

9,452 

1,475 

7,793 

1 

283 

1920' 

* 112 

1 

128 

1 

9,630 

1,368 

8,312 

330 

1921 ... ... i 

111 

' 145 i 

9,431 

1,342 

7,081 

314 

1922 

1S4 

180 

8,372 

1,001 

6,1.30 

1 

458 

1 

1 


NOTE.-Montbl; flguroa up to M»j ar« not «vailabl«. 
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Statement op serioui^ crime in Calcutta, for the period * 
1st January to 31st May. 


! 

Ifurdor. 

^ : 

Robbery. i BurirUry. 

1 

Theft. 

• 

1 RM. 

• 



1 

i 


1 

1919 ... ... 1 

f) 


9 1 


2 294 

i 

1920 ... .. j 

14 


27 1 054 

2,3(18 1 

: 1 

1921 ... ... i 

1 

14 


<15 j 5K(1 

2,445 

15 

1922 I 

i 

9 


53 j 724 

i 

1 

2,428 1 

i 

18 


• 






Statement referred to in 

the reply to clause (h) of 

unsturred question 

No, 167, showing number of dacoities reported. 


• 

In 

Bengal. 





Outside Calcutta. 




Moiitli 



j 

i»vi. 



! 1 IM ». 

1 

1 

.lainiary 

no 


1 

i i;3 


i 

74 

72 

l’ol>r»iar\ 

9i; 


1 - 


52 , 

G7 

M 41 c h 

142 


' 91 

• 


|()() 

April 

125 


83 


55 1 

75 

.Mav 

• 

j 109 


92 


(19 i 

! 

81 

Total 

1 

1 5S2 


41(1 

318 

395 



• 







In 

Calcutta, 

• 






• 




January to May 

3 


1 

• 


1 

3 


Separation of Executive and Judicial functions. 

168. Raja MAHMATHA NATH R^TY CHOUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble the Afember in char^^e of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state when the report submitted by the committee formed by the 
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OoTernment of Bengal to formulate a practical scheme for the separa- 
tion of the Executive and Judicial functions will be published? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H, L. Stephenson) : The member is referred to the answer 
given to an unstaired question on the subject put at the meeting of the 
drd July, 1922, by Babu Jatindra Nath Basil. 

Nawab Bahadur High School, Murshidabad. 

189. Babu SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the JX^partment of Education be pleased 
to state whether there was a proposal to raise the Murshidabad Nawab 
Bahadur High School to the status of a S<^condary rx)llege? 

(h) If so, why has the proposal been held in al)eyance? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving effect 
to the proposal ? If so, when ? 

(d) What is the initial capital amount of the Muni Begum Endow- 
ment Fund which was made over to Government by the Nawab Nazim 
of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, for maintaining, out of its interests, the 
above school and other religious and charitable institutions? 

(f) What is the total amount of tlu* accumulated cajiital of the fund 
at present? 

(/) Ts the amount of interest accruing from the accumulated capital 
sufficient to meet the non-recurring costs of eipiipment of a Secondary 
College as well as the recun*ing costs ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERs (a) Yes. 

(b) The pro|K)Ral was carefully examined years ago and, having 
regard to the funds available, it was not considered practicable to 
establish and yuaintain a college in a district like Murshidabad where 
one college already exists. 

(c) As at present advised Government do not propose to re-open the 
question. 

(d) , \e) and (f) Dekils regarding the early history of the Muni 
Begum I)e|>osit Fund are not availaWe. This fund and others for the 
benefit of the Nawab Nazim and his family were amalgamated into a 
“ Nizamat De{X)sit Fund.’^ Subsequently in 1681 this fund ceased to 
exist and it was arranged that Government would give an annual grant 
of Rs. 30,000 to the Madras?a and High School which were later on 
amalgamated and are now known as the Nawab Bahadur’s Institution. 


Sittings of Standing Committee on Commerce. 

ITS. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Eon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
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the numl>er of sittings of the romnieree Stainling roinniittee during 
the last ottieial yeai' and how many of their reeoriiniendations have been 
aceejited In the Oovernment 'i 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Sir John Kerr): (bu‘ meeting of the Standing ('ommitt»*(‘ was 
]i(*ld during year lt)21-22. rmhu* tln‘ ‘rules tor Standing (Nunimt- 
t<*es their functions are ad\isorv and tlunr })roc«Hnlings conlidtuit ial.* 


Sittings of Public Works Standing Committee. 

171. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the lion ble the 

Mini'^ter in (diargt' of tin* I)e)>arlnient Ibililic \V«nkN be |)least‘d to 
stat«* the nuinlH'r of sittmgi^cd the Public Works Standing ( 'onmnttei' 
during tin' last official ycai and lnn\ many of their r('( ominendat ions 
have Ikvii uccejited b\ the ( lovernmeiit ^ 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAfYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Tin' Standing (’omnnttee attaclu'd to till' Public Works 
DejKirtineiit iin't on one (wcasion in 1921-22. Pinh'r tin' ruh»s its 
function*"' arc' adNisorv and its pioci'edings confidential. 

Sittings of Marine Standing Committee. 

172. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will tin lion bh the 

Mciiilx'r Hi ( haige ol tlu' Mai me Depai tinent be jdcased to state tin* 

iiuinbei of sittings oi the Marine Standing (’oniin^tti'e during tlie lust 

ofliciul \ear and how niaii\ of theii leconimeiidat lon^ have bei'ii accepted 
In the (doveriinient y 

MEMBER in Charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT* (the Hon’bie 
Sir John Kerr): d'wo nu'etings of the Standing Ponmiitti‘(* wi'ic^ held 
during the year 1921-22. Under the rules tru- Standing (’oinmittee's 
th(*ir functions are advisory and tlnur proceedings ciontidi'nt ial. 


Compounders. 

• 

173. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI; 

(rt) Will the HoiPble the Minister in ehatge of tin' Deiwirtnient of Local 
Self-Government he plea.sed to state the numher of comjMmnders ii^the 
^FTesidency of Bengal ? 

(h) Are they paid entirely by the loc#l bodies? 

(c) Do ihe Government pay any contributions U> the local bodies 
for the service done by these officers to Government servants? 

83 
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(d) If not, are the (lovernmeiit coiiKidering the desirability of con- 
tributing to tlie local bo<lies a |>ortion of the pay of coniixjunders ? 

The Hcri*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; {a) Oovern- 

ment do not maintain a list of comjjoundeiH who are appointed by locjil 
authorities. 

.(/O Yes, except in (loveniment institutions wliere comi>ouijd‘"rs are 
paid fjom jnovincial revenues. 

(^ ) No. \ ery t(*w services a]‘(* icoideied by coin]>oiinders to Oovern- 
nient servants. (lovernmeni, howev(‘r, contribute to local fund hosjii- 
t^ds and (lisjK*nsai“ies foi tin* niediciiK's, etc., sup})lit*d from them to 
Goveniment servants. 

(r/) No. 


Professor of Midwifery in Calcutta Medical College. 

174. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in chaigi^ ot tlu^ Dcpaitment ot laxal Sidi-Oovernment be 
pfeascxl to state — 

(/) ^lie a(‘tnal niimlxM ot hoiii's ot clas.s t(*acliin” ]Hvr week dom* by 
th(‘ Piofessoi (,f Midwiteiy in the Calcutta Medical ('ollege; 

(??) the total iiumbei ol houi.s ol (dass tixiching done b\ him during 
one calendar ytxir; 

(/'O the number of houis in the day th(‘ Trob'ssor ha^ to devotu to 
going roemd the Maids or attending cases in the Eden 
Ilosjiitals ; 

(ir) wlieth(*r the Proft*ssor of l\Iidwif<*r\ is assisted by a Ilesulent 
Surg^eon and a House Surgeon; and 

f?') tlu' salary the ju’esent occupant is drawing for Ins substantive 
post and what allow amvs are attached to the ]K>st besides tlie 
salary ? 

The Hon'ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (i) The aggre- 
gate U hours’ teaching every day except Sundays is nine hours per 
week. In addition 5(1 hours’ hudhres and TfO hours’ clinical lectures. 

(ii) Three hundred and fift»y to four hundred hours at least. 

(iit) Eight to 10-30 A.M. every day, i.c., about 2h hours daily and 
much longer ns i.s necessary. 

(rr) Yes. 

(v) Pay of rank— Ps. 1,850 (including overseas pay). Jdeutenant- 
Colotlel, i.M.s. (23 years) and Rs. 250 teaching allowance. 
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Municipality at .MunshiganJ. 

175. Rai Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahadur: („) Wil] iba IJon blo 
the Minister in churpe of the Depnitnient of l.ocil Self-Oovernnient ho 
lileinsed to sUte whether there i.s n nuini<-i].alit,v at tli.‘ headquarters of 
the Munshigaiij subdivision ? 

(b) It' so, wbat is tbe reusou for tbe \)\sirut Board of Dana mH>- 
]K)sing to improve tlie subdivisioiuj liead(|iiarters ? 

<r) If there is no inunieipalit y at the heathjnarters of the subdivi- 
sion of Miinshi^janj, is the Ilon’ble the Minister eoiiteniplat in^ establish- 
in^^ one at an early date? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (n) The answer 
is in the ne^ativt'. • 

(b) This does not arise. 

(< ) File ariswer is in tin* in‘^ati\e. A union board has b(*(*n (*stab- 
lished at Munshi^Muj in UrjO. Tnder (diaptei IV of tlie Village Self- 
(Tovernnient Act this Board has jKiwers to nnju'ovi* the sanitarv eondi- 
tion of the locality. 


Mr. Biss’s report on primary education. 

176. Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Will the llon’bh* the Minister 

in eliar>re of the J>epai’tnn‘rit of Kdneation he ph*ased to stall* wln‘tln*r the 
leport on primary (*dneation by Mr Biss has lM*<*n accepted by tin* 
(iovernnient and, if so, what stej>s tin* (iovernnient are takin^^ to ^ive 
eft’ect to the said reiiort? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. c. MITTER: Mr. Biss’s rejMirt has neither Iw'en 
aeee])ted nor rejected by (Government. The ( JovorniTlent , however, 
have taken a nninher of jireliminary steps to conn* to a decision on the 
subject. The a(‘ee])taiue of tin* rejHirt deiiends on the e(>-ojM‘ration of 
the local bodies who have to jirovnh* their share of exjH‘nditure liy find- 
in^j additional re.sourees by moderate taxation as sn^'’K<‘‘'B‘d in tin* re]M»rt. 
For more than u year (Iovernnient ha\e been ai lively trying: to induce 
almost all the local Ixidies to take up the scheme and ofi‘er(‘d them the 
Government .share of the expi*ndituref It is to he re^wtted, however, 
that as yet the response from the- local bodies has lK*en anytbiiif^ but 
satisfactory. The Education Depart mentThas accejited the offer of every 
local body that was willing to take up the scheme on a half-and^ialf 
basis. Final GorernBient orders have been passed in many cases. 
Some of the cases, however, are under examination in other l)e][)art- 
ments. A st^raent is laid on the t^ihle of the few local bcxlies that 
have acceptJalhe scheme on a half-and-half basis with or without modi- 
fications. Soon after Mr. Biss submitted his report, GovemkiJeiit 

33 a 
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isHuerl a prelimiuary resolution No^ 1284 Edn., dated the 2nd July, 1921, 
in which they laid down certain provisional views and asked for criti- 
cisms and HUg^^estions of the public with special reference to a number 
of points indicated in that resolution. Government regret to state tlmt 
the reH|K)nHe of the public did not suggest any real or widespread 
interest in the im|K)rtant subject. Although Government Would take 
this opportunity of cc^rdially acknowledging valuable criticisms and 
suggestions from a limited niimW of public men, with the exception 
of the llritish Indian As.socdation, Government have not yet been favouied 
with, the views of any other imiwtaiit public association. The reiK>rt 
w’as circulated to all members of the Bengal 1 legislative Council, Bengal 
members of the Legislative Assembly and the Councul of State as also 
to all local lK)dies and the imiKutant public asscM iations and the Press. 
The lepdit was fuither translated into Bengali and widely cijculated, 
amongst others, to the members of the Union Boards, Lcmal Boards, 
etc. The ^response from these minor local bodies too has not b{>en 
satisfactory. The rejK)it was also ])laced before the Education Stand- 
ing Committee last year and some of the recommendations of the rei>ort 
weie acce])t(‘(l by tin* committee. As most of the local bodies did not 
come forwaj'd to ])a> their fair share of the exj^enditure, (iovernment 
ju’ojKise to makt' certain offers this \ear as an exjHU’imenlal measure to 
half of the muiiK'ipalities of the province, the terms of which would be 
substantially easier than those offered last year to many of th(‘ local 
bodies and they further propo.se to offer similar terms to about 75 Union 
Boards of tlie province. With this view (ertain provisions hav(‘ l>een 
made in the su]>plementary budget which will be ]>resented in this 
.session and the terms will be made public' w^heu this budget is intro- 
diK'cd. The probleih l)eing a varying one and the solution dejx*nding 
on the local conditions, the ability and the keenness of the local bodies, 
it is not possilde for the Government at this stage to lay down a com- 
prehensive policy on Mr. Biss’s reiHirt. Government, however, ju’Ojwse 
to indicate their final decision in the mattc^r as scam as a fairly large 
number of loc'^il bodies evince a real desire for the exi>ansion of primal y 
e’clucation on imjiroved line.s. 


£t(itcinrnt s}win7uj hst of schcvics for Primary Education for which 
grants have hern sanctwnedy referred to in the reply to unstarred 
question Xo. 176, r 

"(1) Yusuf pur Union (Rajshahi). 

(2) Bhabakhali Union (Mymenaingh). 
f3) Dighorkuiidi Union (Mymensingh). 

(4) Sutrakhali Union (Mymensingh). 

*{5) Bhajanpur Union (Jalpeiguri), 
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(6) South Kharia Union (Jalpaigjiri-). 

(7) Jhikarpaolia (Jeasore). 

(8) Eajhari Union (Faridpur). 

(9) Basirhat Munic iiiaJity. 

(10) rossipur-Fhitpur Miiniriimlily. 

(11) Nalohiti Municipality (Barisal). 

(12) BeiKKlcpuf Union (Noakhali). 

(Id) Narcndra Union (Mi<lna}H>rc) . 

(14) KaHiniixue Union (Malda). 

(In) Indus, Patrasair, Sanbanda and Hiknu Unions (Hankiira). 
(10) Itozratck TInion (Afalda). 

(17j Ba^rnan Union (Howrah). 

(18) BuKerhat. Hariili and Tala Unions (Khulna). 


Plates and beddings for special class prisoners, 
fiabu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN. (n).\Vill (lu‘ Ilou’hle the 

Member in char<r(> of i]w Department of Revenue (Jails) 1 m‘ plea.sed to 
state VI India*!' it is a fact that until ver\ lecently sjx'cial idass prisoners 
had to eat out of iron plates whereas FurojH*an ordinary criminuls in 
jails are allowed enamel plates? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the flate when 
orders, if any, wen* passed allowin^^’ s|>ecial class prisom‘rs to have 
enamelled plates? 

(r) Is it a fact that the juisoners have to jmy for sucfi plat<*H? 

(rl) Are all tin* s]x*cial class ]n'i,soners supjJied with Isslstcads, 
l)eddin^.»*s, etc., like the Kurojiean ordinary criminals in jjiil; if h 4 », have 
the sjiecial class prisom*] y to j»av ^or tliem ? 


The Hon*ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The answer is in the 
affirmative. 

(h) and (c) (leneral orders for the sujiply of enamel plates as j>u«'t 
of equipment of jiolitical prisoners were passed on the 7th June, f922, 
but in some cases piisoners w'ere iJiowed to use their own enamel phii(*s 
and Government also provided them in j^mie jails before that dab*. 

(d) A>if; the special class prisoners are not require<l to pay for the 
bedsteads, etc., supplied to them. • 
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Telegraph office at Balia-Kandi in Faridpur. 


178. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in cljarge of tlie Department of Commerce be jJeaHed to state 
whether he is aware that tliere is no tf^lci/rnph stniion within a ladius 
oi ten miles or lliereaboiits of Balia-Kaii(ii in raridpur? 

(h) Is it a fact that there is at that j>lace a post-office, a thana, and a 
Uil^rh Eii^rlisli School, a rest house and also a charitable dispensary with 
several educated families in its vicinity 

(c) Are the (lovernment considering the desirability of taking steps 
for the opening of a telegraph station at this place? If so, when will 
it be ojkokmI ? 

The Hon'ble Sir JOHN KERR: (a) Yes. 

(h) Ye.s. 

(c) ( jovernnHMrt lias received no represmitation from this locality 
for tiie opening ol a teh‘^raphic oflice. 'Ilic member is ret'ened to the 
rules apjilicablc to such cas(‘s jii ('hapter X, Volume 11 of the Telegra])h 
Manual. Should suitable guarantors 1 h‘ foit hcomiiig to indemnify 
(loveinnuMit against loss in the woiking of such an oflice, (lovernment 
will be jueparial to rider the ajiplication to the post and tedegraph 
autlioi’itms for consideration. 


Committee appointed by the Senate on the Minister’s budget speech. 

179. Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: ia) Has the attention of 
th(‘ Hoii’bh' the Ministiu' in chaigi' ot the Dejiartment of Education 
heiMF diawn to the resolution j)a.s.sed in the {senate of tlie Calcutta Cni- 
veisity apjiointmg a committee to draw u]) a statement on the ])oints 
arising in connection with the s])eech delivered by the Hon’ble the 
Minist(*r on tlie 1st March in th(‘ Council? 

{!)) Has the said committee submitted their statement which was 
due on the Idth April last? 

(c) Will the 11 oii’lm* th(* Minister be [deased to place a copy of the 
report on the table? 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: {a) Oovernment has no official 
infonnation but their attention has lieen drawn to the siibje<‘t by this 
(juestion. Inquiries have now been made and it has been ascertained 
that such a resolution has Iuhmi passed. 

ih) The (Vmimitlee has sul^mitted a repoii but the report has not 
been considere<l by the Senate. 

(cj No coj)y can be placed on the table at this stage. 
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180. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: ViH tho 

noii’bl€‘ the Minister in (liarj^e of tlio Dt'^ailinent of Vuhlie Works 1)0 
pleased to on tli(‘ tahli* a statement showing in d('t})il. all available 
information witli r(‘‘jfai<l to the proposal to'eoniuM't tin* town of Tangail 
by Railway with u suitable ]>oint in the existing rail-road leading to tho • 
difitriet headquarters at !Nfymensingh ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The memlaM- i> iuMted to lelei to -{n) the inl'oruiation 
under the heading “ Mynum.singh and Daeea DiNtrict Railways ” on 
jiage S2 of VoliiiiH' II ()1 jh(‘ Admnii.stial ion Report on Railways in 
India for the \ear ; and (l>) tht* repoit and estiniat(‘s pre]>ared 

by the Agent and Cliiid haigineei ot tin' Tangi-d'angail-d aiualpiir R-ail- 
ivay R^17-1(S Tlie alignment oi this line has been (lefinite'l\ accepted 
by the RailwaA Hoard. 

A co])y of each rejxnt K'feiTed to is placeil on th(‘ Library tabhe 


Venereal diseases in Calcutta. 

181. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (c) Will the 
Ilon’ble th(' Ministei in chaigc* oi the Ih'partment of Local Self-t iovern- 
iiient be ])leas('d to siati' whether In* is awaie that venereal disease.'^ ar<‘ 
V(‘ry pievaleiii among the pe()ple of Lalcutta? • 

(h) Are th(‘ (lovernnient considering tin* desiralnlit \ of making 
special arrangetiieii ts foi the ti«*atinent ol such di.s<*aso,s^'ind oi aj)j>oint- 
ing doctors with sjK'cial r<‘putation as s|H‘cialisls in those* diseaA(*sP 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: ( /) Ves 

(h) There is already a Volui^tary V(*m‘ieal Hospital at Ali|»ore and 
iirrangenlents Inne also been made to tieat snch#dis(Mse in out-patient 
w’ards attached to the ('anijdiell ami tin* Aledieal ('oll(*ge Hospitals. 
(roverniiK*!) t do not jiiopose at f»H‘s(*nt to inake an\ iu.rth(*j sjiecinl 
arrangemeiit.M foi this jmrpo.se. 


Assistant 1 


182. Bibu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of TiOftal Self-fiovernment lie 
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jJeaned to lay on tlie table a statement showing the number of Assis- 
tant Surgeons who are — 

(?) llindus; 

(ii) Muhammadans; and 

(iti) Anglo-Indians? , ^ 

^h) Will the llon’ble the Minister be jdeased to state also how many 
of these Assistant Surgeons have been raised to the otfiee of Civil 
Sui'g(*()ns frcjin (*u(h of ihe abovcunetil ioned ihrtH^ communities? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (h) 

Total number of Civil Assistant Surgeons — 104. 

(/) TTindus ... . . 159 

ill) Muhammadans . ..5 

(/?/) Anglo-Indians 0 

104 


t )f lh(‘se l‘J Hindus hM\(‘ b('(Mi laisfnl to tht' oHicf' of ( 'i\ il SiM’geoii.", 
VIZ., 7 ]K‘? inaiKMitlN and 5 t(Mn|>oraril\ and om* Muhammadan tempo- 
rarily 


Schemes on Council resolutions. 

t 

183. Mr. HUSEYN SHAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: ( /) Will the 
TTon’l)l(‘ the Minist(M- in chargt* of th(‘ Ih'part ment of A‘rnculture and 
Indiist ri(‘s be jdeaMal to la\ on tiu' table a list of the scheme.'i in tin* 
Dejiai’tnieiit of Industries refened to ii> resolutions canied or aeee])ted 
by tin* pres(*nt (\)uneil with the apju'oximate cost for each? 

(h) Of llie.se seheines, how many and whieli have* be(‘n given effect 
to and tin* eNt(*ni to whi( h they have be(*n given effe(‘t to? 

(r) Ifow man\ and which of these .schemes have been held up fur 
want of funds? 

(d) Ilow many and which o* the.se schemes do the (iovernment not 
p]'()jH)se to acc(*pt ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (n), ih) and (c> A statement supplying the information 
is laid on the table. 

{(!} The (piestion does not arise. 
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List of schemes in the Department of Indttstries r^fef'red to in rcsolations 
carried or accepted tty this Council, referred to in the reply to an 
starred question No. ISS, • 


Serial 

No. I 


Subject. 


KsUbUshment of a Teoh- 
Dolugioal and A.f;rluul- 
tural (College in Oalcuttii, 
affl iated to (^ak'u'ta 
Uiuveisity. 


Batabliabmefit of a ('oiu- 
iiieri'ial School with >i 
Muiieuiii attached in 
eTor> division of Itetural 


Ral Jogeiidra 
Ohiiuiler 
Gho*> 
llahadur. 


Ihibu Amitlya 
Diiouo Ad<ly. 


Ooiistr notion of r^irmancnt I lUbu Indu 
^inidint's for Mainumi«ti I RhuHhati 

Siirvo School I Dutta, 


Grant of n dozen H('lioUr- l!aja 


ships every year 
(li>ierviiig griidiiatiM and 
undergraduates of tin* 
Uliiv> Pill les of Cjili'lltta 
and Paeca for I'et iiiil< ill. 
Industrial and Agrn ul- 
tural tr.uning in foreign 
null eraities. 


math I Nath 
Hay t’hoii 
•Ihur). 


Proviiiciiinsatioii of I’aluia Khan Uahudiir 
'J eclioical rtCluKiI. Waslmliddni 

Ahmed 


K!«tMbli 8 timont of an Indus- * nTtoi Aniiih i 
trial eadioel with a work- Phone Add>. 
Hhop attaehed in every 
division Ilf Ihmg.il. 


Raising the aUtus of the 
OalcutCa Gominercial In- 
atituU* to that of a Goru- 
OKTclal College for 
higher commerrlal atudy 
up to Ounimeroial degree. 

Appointment of a mizod 
committee of ofCoial and 
non-official ezjwrts for 
investigation and refiort 
on the problem of un- 
employiSent of the educa- 
tional middle claia in 
Bengai. 


Uubii Kiahori 
Molinn 
Chaudhiiri. 


lUi Had ha 
Chvraii Pal 
Hahaslur. 


4 th April. U‘JI 


Ath July. KTit 


ISth ht‘il 


lilh Juh. nil'l 


L'nd !>••<! 
l-'il. 


2 iid Ihss mlier, 
JW.'l. 


33 rd Febnntr). 
Jlhf.'. . 


30 th March, 
1^33. 


Ooveriimeiit an* already priH^tssilug ♦ith 
the hi'Iilmih* for i he eHlahllshment uf a 
TivhniiMl .St'hiHil In Calcutta and an 
AgnciiUnral Instltuu* at Duoca and 
lined tiuu- have stai ti>d work, no i ffect 
cun iR> gnen lo the reaulntion. 

A ai'henie has been prepartsi for tho 
esbildjahn ent of two CnnuuereMl 
SeliiMils dining 1322- ‘-'.T. nnd ntHoswar} 
pi(>vision made m the Mipplenient 
C^timaNia foi .lillv s-wsion d'lie ulti- 
mate «'os( Ilf the (wo m-liooLs in oatimaf- 
ed at Us 11,'M) eiipitsil and iU. .i3,rj4 
r* eiirnng 

A projei't foi the eoimtiuetlon of perma- 
nent tniildiiigs is under eonsidei ation. 
A« the emistruetion of |airmanent liiiild- 
ings will take lime It hiu la-en dei ided 
ti> loeati* till’ arliool In tim|H)iatv liu Id 
ings in the nu aniline A Hiim of 
Us has been provided In th« 

s’lpplemontai i eslimaUh foi the .liilv 
(«‘ssion fur tin eoiisl ruel ion of leni|io 
raiy tmlldingH. 

Pnoi to tlie int lodiiet hm of the 11 foinis 
loin ‘^l,lt^• '!>< hoieiil Si'linlHmliips were 
Hlintbdfii Ih'tig.ll at olie lime, Sb'pH 
are niia Peliig taken lo eonlinui' thin 
iniiiihei from \eiii lo veai. Koi fliia 
piiijiitv ptovisiiiii has U'eii nnidi in i|ie 
Hiipplemelltai I .Ktlinates foi Jii)\ aessjoii 
foi tie giaiil of two new 'rtiliiiiial 
s« I id »i '.hips Full ( fteet h> the reaiilii 
ttonoitiiio; t)e given iihtii the flnam lal 
eoieliflon improves ’I he eoHl of a 
Hcliolurship |K iJSdU jjiui £40 honua a 
vai and a aeeiuid elaiw p.isaage to and 
from Kngl.ind at £(>l or iU. 1,00) lor 
< H< li jiflii ne\ . 

It In projiosod til gi\* eff rt U> the lenO- 
iiit .on troiii 1st August. lOVlt i'ro'.Hiou 
tin this t»ni|ame han le ei> madi in the 
auppl' no ntui v i sLlmah s for .Inly KOHrlnn. 
Ks. nnati d < ost% Its I'J.HutJ |air iiuiium. 

It IS jirojKisi’il to estiihllidi ti .Iiinlor Teeh - 
ni> al s( lesils with IndiiHtrml classi-N 
alt ode' I an funds |iermil. 'I'wo w'houlM 
will i*e st.irl^Hl il irliigtie eurrent year 
and iiiH'iha.!! \ provision has lMK>n made 
III the rtUpploiiiimtar> onl iinHti<N for .1 0 ly 
“linslon. Pjstimiiied cost por lo'hocd Is- 


C^iital s'ortt 
Iteeiirring 


Tinder eorisuleratioo 


Uuder eousidwr.itlon. 


lU. 
211, IKH) 
31 . 0 IM 
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'Demands for Grants. 

31.— Education (Transferred). 

Motions for reduction. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): 1 ought 
to remind meinlxu^^ that we have got only 15 minutcB at our disposal 
and tliat there are a]>out d4 motions, on different questions, and I think 
that it would fmalitate matters if the llon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter were to 
explain to the House anything in connection with these amendments, 
and most jirobahly sonn^ of the memliers might think it projier to with- 
draw their amendnnmts. So, I would ask the Hon’lde Mr, P. C. Mitter 
to say what he has to say with reference* to item No. 197. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 think that we have got half an 
hour. We began at d-80 j*.m. yesterday and left at 5-80 J’.m. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I rise to a junnt ot oi'dei . 'Phis sort ot (lucstioning the 
Preside'iit ’s version as to tin* time at. our disjiosal is not dignified. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: TlH*re ma\ be a mistake in calcula- 
tion. I am not questioning the legality or tin* authority or the pro- 
pi‘i(‘t\ of the l)cpiit\ -Pr(*sid(‘nl ’s d(*cision. I am ('Tititbnl to point out 
that w(‘ began at 8-80 i*.M. and that is my right. I am ('ntith*d to point 
out; that we b‘fl at 5-80 I’.M. and that is my right. 1 am (uititled to 
say that \^e liave tak(‘n onl> two hours and that half an hour is still Iclt 
and that is m> right. 1 am entitled If) point out that possibly tin* 
l)(quity-lb'(*sident is mistak(‘n in his (calculation. 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: It was not 5-80 r.M. Jmt 5-45 p.m. 
when we left off. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: If that is so, 1 am wrong. 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, C. MITTER: May 1 suggest that as each amend- 
ment is moved, 1 may explain in a miRute or so. the jioint of vi(*\\ of 
tlie (lovernment ? 

Owing to the absence of Babu Annada (Miaran Dutta, the following 
motion, standing in his naiUe, was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Ps. '7,000 under head S81. — Education — 
Schfvne 5 ’ be refused.” 

The following motion, standing in the name of Mauivi A. K. Fazl- 
iil Haq, was, l>y ItMive of the Council, withdrawn: — 

” That the demand of Rs. 8,115 under head ‘ 81. — Education (Trans- 
ferred) — Scheme 0 ’ for the apjiointment of a temi)orary Physical 
Adviser for Hygiene, be refused.” 
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Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs I nM>ve that the aemaud 
of Rs. 3,115 under head “31. — Ediuation (Transferml) — Sehenie G“ 
be refused. • 

This is a proposal tor an annual increase of Rs. 5,340 for the luain- 
teiiance of certain officers and offices with tlu' idea of “ systeniat isin^ 
school and college athletics “ whatever th;U may ine;in. We know all 
Government c‘olleges and schools are pn)vi(led with paid gwnna.siic 
masters and drill teachers. All the aided scluuds and colleges haw to 
set apart in their hudgi'-t, as a (‘ondition of the GoverniinMit. grant, a 
sum proportionate to their monthly expen.ses to he cxchisivtdy d(‘\ot(‘d 
for sports and games. On no account is this sum allowisl to he 
encroaidied upon. In the private colh‘g(‘s and schools, tin' inli'rlercnce 
of a Physical Adviser will not he tidm-ated for a day, mvt to sp(*ak ol 
two years. 1 fail to undc'rskind what is nn'ant hy calling this ju-oposi'd 
‘‘organiser for systcunatising* school and colh'g-i* athh'tics, “ a 1 Mi>m^ 
cal Ad’»iser for the ])i’oinotion of scIhk)! and I'olh'gc hvgii'iK'. I.s it 
exiK'cted that this organiser of athletics is ahso going to lectun* on the 
science of liygiene to the students of 52 ('olIeg«*s and 500 high schools 
of the province? Sonn'liow it appi'ars that tin' picscuit Go\ernmcnt 
g(*nerally, and tin* transferred side in particular, an* ohsi'ssi'd with (he 
idea of peri])atcitic methods of treatment for all evils that lutys’ fh*s}i is 
heir to. 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTERJ Su*, then* are only 15 ininiiti's left 
and I saggiest that siieeclu's nia\ he limited to a imnute. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 think that the other 
motions will have to suffer, hut 1 must havi' my tpm*. If you do not 
want nn^ to say anything, that is another inatti'r. 1 wonder how this 
Governnient dignatorv will nianagn* to devote his pri'cioiis nioinents 
snatched hetwe^ii travelling from trains to steann*rs aiyl steamers to 
trains in imparting les.sons in hyg-n'iie and athletics. 1* also woinh'r 
how' the Principals and Head Masteis will tolerate the intc'rferenci* with 
thei)' ordinary seiious work hy such tiaM'lling ad\iseis, I am stroiig- 
1\ of c.]union that the teaching of hygiene should Ik* made com]niUor\ 
in all the lower classes of all higUscln^ols and tlie work of org'anrsal 'on 
and systematising of athletics in colleges and schbols should he entire- 
ly left w'ith lo(‘al committees, any undue inteifereiKe fjom outside will 
only create fresh tiouhle^ and i.’iciea.se of (‘owesjiondenci* ami im leasi' 
of clerks to carry on the corre.s}K>ndence ^ind then Ri'gistrars to look 
aft(‘r tho.se clerks and so on and so on. I, therefon*, op]>ose the demajid. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: Regard being had to the time at 
my dis|x>sal, I shall briefly explain to thy TTouse that this is nothing 
new. We used to spend about Rs. 7,00(1 to Rs. 8,000 before. Ih-, Gray 
and Dr. Segard, as ray friends here know, w’ere lOiysiial Advi.ser^ to 
the Government. They used to advise not merely the Governm(*nt 
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hc1kk)1h but also prf|Vate schools. The Hon*'ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Baiierjea’s college had the advantage of Dr. Segard’s services. I was 
interested in the South Suburban School which also took advantage of 
his services. The idea is to help the students. For about two or three 
years during the war we had no such officer. My sanction is for an 
I.E.S. officer. I have got a young Bengali gentleman, who belongs to 
our service, and who went on his own initiative to England and under- 
went training in the Sheffield University in Anatomy and Physicjil 
Exercise. I am going to appoint him in the Bengal Educational Service 
at a much chea|K*r exi)eiise than we used to incur. I am sure that the 
(^)uncil will ap]>r()ve of it. I do not think that the subject is such that 
1 need take much time. In a provin(‘e where 71 per cent, of our popula- 
tion die before they are dO, 85 i)er cent. l)efore they are 40, and 93 per 
cent, before they are 50, physical education is of the utmost importance. 

The motion was Ihen put and lost. 

Owing to the absence of Balm Annada Charan Dutta, the following 
motion, standing in his name, was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

Tliat the demand of Its. 1,155 under head ‘ 31. — Education — 
Scheme 12 ’ be refused.” 

The following motion, standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Ha(i, was, In leave of th(‘ (\>uncil, withdrawn: — 

‘‘ That the demand of IN. 1,155 under head ‘ 31. — Education (Trans- 
ferred) — Scheme 12 ’ for the revision of the ])ay of Mr. T. G. Barker, 
Head Master, Nawab Bahadui’s Institution, Murshidabad, be reduced 
by Rs. 555.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; I move that the demand for 
a sum of lls. 15,000 under head ‘‘ 31. — Education (TransfeiTed) — 
Scheme 17 ” be refused. 

This motion is a ne(‘essary corollaiy t-o ray motiom to refuse the 
demand for Hs. 3,115 for Scheme No. 6. Most of the secondary 
Government schools have got their play-grounds or playing-fields. 
In Calcutta these play-grounds are obtained by the resjK*ctive school 
authorities from the (/ubmtta (^u’lxiration or from the maidan author- 
ities. The Athletic Adviser, if apjKiinted, would go in for acquisition of 
land, which would prove an inii)ossibility in Calcutta and enormously 
costly in the mufassal. In the interior the Collectors of the districts 
always secure these fields -as free gifts from the generous landowners. 
The Managing Committees can very well select these play-fields and the 
Insjjectors, whose number is legion, can approach the respective Collec- 
tors and thus avoid the cost and delay of tlie process of acquisition. The* 
money thus saved should go to make primary education free and com- 
pulsory in the villages. ' 

The Hen’Me Mr. P. C. MITTER: It is one of the great surprises 
in my life to find that my friend Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, who 
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is hiiii86if a ni^dicdl mau, should so stroii^Jy iif^ainst th6 improve- 
ment of physical health of the students. ' 

Rfti Dr* HARIDHAN DUTT BlMlftdUfS 1 protest against (hat. 1 
have never said that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P, c. MITTER: The 4 >rovisit>n of Us. 15,1)00 for 
numerous .schools in the wliole province, 1 consider to 1>(‘ utterl> inaiile- 
quate. I do not think that I need take iq) the time of the House hv 
prolonging my remarks. 

The motion was put and lost. 

R&i Df. HARIDHAN DUTT BEhfldufS I move that the deniaix] for 
a sum of Rs. 0,250 under head “ 31. — Education ( Transiernul ) — 
Scheme IH ’ for siqqdy of %!jH»rts material to schools, he refustsl. 

I am suri>rised to find that the Ifon’lde the Minister thought that 
1 was hgainst the improvement of the physical health of the .stmlents. 
It is not at all a correct interpretation of my six*ech. 

I am afraid the framer of the remarks for the demand for “ s|Huts 
material ” does not know much about (he “ remoter villages ” about 
which he jileads. There are no villages near or remote where the hoys 
are not keen about “ football/’ etc. It ai)|H‘ars that it is also not known 
to that writer that the (Tovernment-aiihal schools, without cX(‘tq>tion, 
have to set aimrt month after month in the ac<|uittanc(‘ roll ot the 
school, a projK)rtionate sum for the i>urchase of footballs and other 
eijuipments for games. These sums added to th(‘ monthly subscription 
of each bo\ attending the school and realised along with his scIi(k>I ha* 
go to form an adequate sum with which these (‘(juipmenis are yearly 
bought and renew^ed. These oig'anisations in the town and mufassal 
sclumls are working very satisfactorily ami the Assistant Directors of 
Public Instruction, Divisional insjiectors, District inspectors, Subdivi- 
sional Insiieotors aided by the Sub-Ins{H*ctors have theif eyes on th»*s(‘ 
funds end they all sci utinise about their receipts and c^xpendint uu . 1, 

therefore, move that this demand for Its. 0,250 be refused, and J re([U(*st 
the Minister to 8i)eDd the sum on primary education. 

The Hon’Me Mr. P. C. MirfER: I need noW add anything to what 
I have said, excepting this that this sum of Rs. 0,250 is indeed a very 
small grant. At the pre.sent momeht in ll^e Government schcnds we 
supplement what the boys them.selves pa^' in supixirt of the games’ fund 
by certain grants and I am providing for similar grants to private 
schools. I think that it is a move in the rig'ht direction. • 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I wiflidraw my motion that tKe 
demand of Rs. 85,000 under head “ 31. — Education (IVansferred) — 
Scheme 19/’ for increased grants of schools, be refused. * 
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' Babu INDU BHUSjHAN DUTTA : I move that the demand of 
Kh. 85,000 under head “ dl. — Education (T\ransf erred) — Secondary — 
Sclieme ” for increased g-rants-in-aid tu schools, be reduced by Its. 50. 

My motion is intended merely to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to certain facts wliich go rather against my own division of 
(’hittagong; and I should liky to ask him to be good enough to juiy parti- 
cular attention to that. In answer to a question of mine in this (-ouncil, 
1 found that during the year 1920-21, out of 02 applirations for recur- 
ring giaiits-in-aid coming from the llurdwaii Division, 49 weie granted; 
out of 86 applications from the Rajshahi Division, 20 were granted; out 
of 85 from tiie ]’residen(‘\ Division, 8 were granted; out of 25 ajiplica- 
tions fjom the Dacca Division, 18 were granted; and out of 84 applica- 
tlon^ li'om my poor (diittagong Dvision only one was granl(‘d, only ''ae 
siditaiy schr>ol got the grant, and knowing that many schools of tiu* 
(diittagong Division have suffered more than in any other division, may 
I draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the pitiful condition of 
the schools in my division, and hojH* that tht'se schools ma> receive a good 
shar(‘ of this grant-in-aid 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER; 1 am glad that my friend Babu 
liidu Bhushan Dutta has drawn my attention to the matter and T shall 
(•(‘rtainly look into it, but 1 am afraid it is not possible to answer the 
(pK^stion off-hand. The Department always tries to deal with all ap]>li- 
cations faiily, but it does not necessarily follow from my remarks that 
th(‘ inatl(‘i‘ does not re(|uire to be looked into. These applications are 
ordinarily dealt with by divisional inspectors, but whatever ipay be the 
position, the departnuMit will look into the matter. If I find that 
(dittagong has not bean fairl\ treated, T will take necessary action. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: In view of the promise made by 
the Ilon’bh* Minister, 1 beg leave to withdraw the mctioii. 

The motion' was then, by leave of the (k)uncil, withdrawn. 

Mauivi A. K, FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand of Rs. 1,00,000 
und(‘r head “ 81. — Education (Transferred) — Scheme 20,’’ be refused. 

1 beg to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that, 
in tin* list of institutions, I do not find the name of a single Muhammadan 
institution. There are many Muhammadan girls’ schools Ixith in 
(’alcutta and in the mufassal, and 1 hojx^ the Hon’ble Minister will 
please see that some of these fustitutions may come in for their share 
of aid. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: As regards the point mentioned 
by my fiiend Mauivi Fazl-ul Haq, he is, jx^rhaps, under a misapprehen- 
sion. It is (piite true that in the list of institutions there is not a single 
Muhammadan institution a^id this is due to the simple reason that there 
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is uo college or secondary school for Muhainiuadaii girls, hut lowfr 
down he will find in the list a provision of Hs. 28, (HH) lor middle schools 
and a provision ol lls. dO,l)dvS for ]miu‘ha\ati school>. These«are pro- 
visions made for middle and panchayati schools which <‘onsist (»i both 
Muhammadan and Hindu schools. Tin* Muhaminailans will com(‘ in 
not only foi •their share of this grant, hut regainl being had to the back- 
ward condition of girls' education in their* community , thcN will come 
in for more than their ordinary share. 

The motion was then, by leave ol the t'ouncil, witinlrawn. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 Tno\e that tlu‘ (h*maiul lor 
a sum of Rs. 1,00, 000 uiulei head “ dl — Kducat ion- - .Vil\ anctuuent ot 
Female Education of Bengal — Scheme 20,” be reduced b\ tin* sum of 
Rs. 2,700 budgeted against “ Social Service lamgutc” 

I am sorry to find myself <*onfronted with the fact that tlu‘ (jucstion 
of Social Service League ha> become mixed up with tlu‘ iiuestion of 
advancement of female education in Ibuigal. 1 am in an unloilunnti^ 
]>osiiion as 1 hajilHUi to be on the woiking committee of this Leagm*. 
Its office i^ situatml in Calcutta, and 1 am told tliat this League is ^oing 
to oiKUJ a gills’ school at Mymensingh, one ol tin* riunotest. distiicts ol 
Bengal. The place where it is projiosed to ojmmi the schocd is in a sub- 
division which boasts of at least one piimary school in each village. 
The case a}>|)ears to me to be similar to that of luling Lower Beng-al 
from Simla. The District Boanl has got its Assistant lns)H‘ctor of 
Schools, the subdivisions have got Deputy InsjKM tors and t'ach thaiia lias 
got its i>eripatetic Sub-1 ns|>ectoi . If aiiv schoid d(*^erv es any cncouiage- 
ment, the Assistant InsjHHdress of Schools on tlie sjMit lias only to ri‘com- 
mend for a sjiecial (Tovernment grant, but 1 fail ti^ see how tin* Social 
Service I^eague, W'ith its headijuarters in Calcutta and with ours<‘l\(*s 
as their W'orking members, will help in the matter. I am afranl most 
of this sum is b#und to be swallowed up by travelling and«othcr (‘XjKUises. 
The StMual Service League has a distinct function— — * 

[At this stage, the time aJbdted for tin* discussion f>f this head 
having expired, the memlK‘r was not allowed to j>roce(‘d further.] 

The motion w^as then put and lost. 

The following motion was, in the absence of •the member, deemed 
to be withdrawn : — 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: That th< demand of 
Rs. 1,00,000 under head ‘ 31. — Educatioft — Scheme 20,’ lx? replaced by 
Re. 1.” 

The following motions were then put separately and lost. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Thai the demand of Rs. 1,55,000 
under head,‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) — Scheme 21,’ for school 
buildings in union boards, be refused 2* 
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Professor C. MUjKHERJI: “ That the demand for Rs. 1,55,000 
nil (lei head ‘ dl. — Education — Scheme 21,’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Rs. 47,000 under head ‘ 31. — Education — Scheme 22,’ be refused.” 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: That the demand of Rs. 47,000 
iiTK^er head ^ 31. — Education — Scheme 22,’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: ‘‘ That the demand for Rs. 10,000 
under head ‘ 31. — Education — Scheme 23,’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Professor 8. C. MUKHERJI: That the demand for Rs. 15.000 
uiidei head ‘ 31. — Education — Scheme 24,’ be reduced by Rs. 100.’ 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: ” That^ the demand of Rs. 4,200 
under head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) — Scheme 27,’ for four jHists 
of suhdivisional inspectors of schools, he refused.” ^ 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROY: ” That the demand for Rs. 30,000 
iind(‘i h(‘ad ‘ 31 . -Education — General Scholar, shii>s — ScheiiK' 30,’ Ik* 
reduc('d by Re. 1.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: ’Jhat the demand for 
Rs. lot) under head ‘ e31 .—Education — Scheme 31,’ be refused.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: ” That the demand for a 
sum of Rs. 045 for female teachers’ liouse-to-house visitation under head 
‘ — Education (Transferred) — Miscellaneous — Scheme 32,’ be 
refused.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: ” That the demand for a 
sum of Rs. 4,000 for prant to the Student Welfare Committee under 
head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) — Miscellaneous — Scheme 33,’ 
be refused.” ' 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUYY Bahadur: That the demand for a 
.sum of Rs. 3,800 for instruction on hygiene uiu^er head ‘ 31. — Educa- 
tion (Transferred) — Scheme 34,’ be refused.” 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: ” ^’hat the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘31. — Education (Transferred),’ be refused.” 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

^r. BIJ0YPR08AD SINGH ROY: “That the demaud for 
Us 8,47,043 under head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred),’ be reduced 
hv Us. 4,200.” 

Ra]a MANILOLL SINCM ROY: Would it not be better if you put 
the whole page at once instead of putting the motions ono by one^ 
Thaf would save a lot of time of the Council. (Laughter.) 
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The original (ieniand that, a sum of Rs. ^^47,64"^ be granted for 
expenditure under head “ 31. — Eduration (Transferred) was then put 
and agreed to. • 


32.— MedioaJ. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I move tVt * 
a sum of Rs. 3,08,127 be granted for exjiendituie under head 
** 32.— Medical.’’ 

It is not necessary for me to refer to the various j>oints that have 
been mentioned in the Statement that is before us. In re}d\ing to 
the amendments that will 1 k^ placed before the IToiise. I may have to 
deal with them, but. Sir, I (jesiie, in tliis connec tion, to rider to a matter 
which is not exaidly coveied \.v t his supplementary demand for grants 
but wlych is very })ertinent to, tlie (piestions that are before us. 

I desire to explain to the House the |)olicy of (Joveinment in regard 
to two mediial schools which find no jdaee in the demand for grants. 
Idle jKilicy of Government is this: G(>vernment have ai>)>roved of the 
erection of a Medical Si hool at (’hittagong as already promised hy me. 
This will be pyiceeded witli next year after Mymensingh. Mymensingh 
will be taken this yeai*. If the financial position justifies it, (’hilta- 
gong will be taken next year, it is im]K)ssihle to give a definite ]>romise 
as regards the actual date, but I am jK‘rsonall> veri^ lio))eful that the 
funds at my dis|K)sal will be sufficient to enable the school at (’hit la- 
gong to be jnoceeded with next year. T desire to make this statement 
in ordei* to remove any inisap]>reh(*nsion that may exist in regard to this 
matter in the absence of any statement from me.* 

With these remarks, T move that a, sum of Rs. 3,08,127 be granted 
for exjienditure under head “ 32. — Medical.” 

Motions for reductions. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 6,500 under head “ 32. — Medical — Scheme 4,” be refused. 

I rise with a gotnl deal of hesitation to move the motion for refusal 
of the demand for grant to the Eden Sanitarium at Darjeeling, it is 
an institution of undoubted public utility and one cannot }iel}> sucli 
institutions too liberally, llien what i^f the reason why I, a medical 
man, has put forw'ard this motion for refusal of the grants Is® it 
because this sanitarium is a Euroj)eau institution? 1 say — ” (Vrtainly 
not.” I deprecate racial hatred and racial bias from an Indian towanU 
a European with as much vehemence as^ condemn such a tendency 
from a Euit>pean towards an Indian. 1 want reciprocal fair play and 
justice between man and man, irrespective of white, brown or bfack. 

34 
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I am aware of the fact t|hat the Eden Sanitarium has been founded by 
private endowments and is largely maintained from the same source. 
1 do not ^ish to criticise the wisdom or the spirit of toleration and breadth 
of view of the founders of the institution who have thought it desirable 
to extend their .charity and help to one imrticular class of human beings 
to the exclusion of others. Your house is your castle, admit whomso- 
,eveK you like, exclude whomsoever you wish. But I maintain, Sir, one 
cannot extend this principle to a public or quasi-public and Government 
institution and exclude one community therefrom without causing mis- 
understjinding and bad blorKl. Look at the example of the Presidency 
General Hosjntal in Calcutta. The doors of this institution were open 
only to Euroi)eans and those classed as Europeans in the j)eculiar 
nomenclature of Government which included Anglo-Indians, Eurasians, 
Jews and Armenians. All Indians, irrespective of their social or 
educational status, were excluded. A j>ast member of this Legislative 
Council, who is now a member of the liCgislative Assembly, brother of 
a High Court .fudge, son-in-law of a Minister of Government and him- 
self a member of the^Baiv-a barrister commanding a large practice — 
one day by mistake j)artook of some ]K)isoned food. He applied to the 
Presidency General Hospital for relief and, in spite of all he could do 
to piess the uigency of his case, he was not attended to., and was sent 
back by the Emergency Officer. A child of a ])resent memlK‘r of this 
Council was suddenly taken ill at night and after living in vain to 
get a doctor at tl%t hour of the niglit the little i>atient was taken to 
the Presidency General Hospital. Admission was refused. The mother, 
an English lady, vehemently protested against this heartless treatment 
and stublKunly refused to take her child away. What was the result? 
It was a tragedy, the child died of convulsions and hyix‘r-prexia. I 
have given you only two examples of the serious conseciuenc.es of such 
rigid lilies based on racial prejudice and distinction obtaining in human- 
itarian institut’ons and hospitals. The Eden Sanitarium is not a con- 
valescent Home for Eunqieans; it is nothing but a Eiiroiiean Hospital 
for the town of Darjeeling. Is not the Civil Surgeon of Darjeeling the 
Suf>erintendent of the Sanitarium? Is not a Government Assistant 
Surgeon, the House Surgeon? Are not the Clewer Sisters from the 
Canning Home, in charge of the nursing aiTangements there? It is 
indeed a little rejdica of the Presidency General Hospital of Calcutta 
and it is for this rea.son fhat I oj>pose the demand unless racial dis- 
tinction is abolished from thi^ institution. Suppose, if a jierson like 
Mr, S. R. Das, the Advocate-General of Bengal, thoroughly English in 
every way, is in need of admission into the Eden Sanitarium, he will 
certainly l)e refused admission because the rules are rigid. Apart from 
utilising public servants in tVeir management and administration, the 
authorities of the Eden Sanitarium have now come forward for a grant 
from juiblic revenue to be voted by the members of this Council, the 
representatives of the people of Bengal — those people who, in their 
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hour of need, are excluded from that institutiou ! Have we lost Ml 
fielf-respect that we should vote money for aif institution where such 
racial distinction and racial inequality prevails? 1 am i)erfecUy ci^rtain 
that every non-oflicial memher of the House, Euro|H*an and Indian, will 
fiupiwrt me and refuse this demand unless this racial distinction is 
abolished frt)m the Eden Sanif^irium. If this principle cannot l>e acteil 
aipon, then recall the Right Hon’ble Srinivasa Sastri from his tour in 
(the Dominions and cease agitating for equal rights for Indians in Kenya* 
and other British South African Colonies and dissolve the Racdal Dis- 
tiuctions Committee. I believe the reserved areas are in the cliarge of 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. The Maharajadhiraja Baha- 
dur of Burdwan is the recognised leader alike of the |H‘o]>le and tho 
landed aristocracy of this country: his towering jH‘rsonMlity is a source 
of strength not only to Goyuninent but also to us. I am jHulectly cer- 
tain he will give this matter his jiersonal attention and see that (‘olour 
is no ^lar in the reserved areas which are now under Ins charge. 

With these w’ords, T move the motion standing in my name that 
the grant to the Eden Sanitarium at Darjeeling lie rcfust'd. 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I cannot usefully add jinytliing to 
what Dr. Suhrawardy has said. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs I doubt whetluM- the grant to 
the Eden Sanitarium can come under — grants to hos])itals and disjMui- 
saries — as it is neither a hospital mu a disjHUisary. It is only an 
exclusive boarding house foj* convah‘scent Jhiropi^aiis and Anglo-Indians, 
where the charge ])er head is 1h*1ow tin* actual cost, th(‘ deficit luung 
met from the endowment su[>plement(‘(I b\ tin* tea jjantcrs of tin* district 
as well as all the Euroi>ean firms in Calcutta wlio send their assistants 
to the hills. The racial distin(*tion and (‘xclusi v<*ness is v(‘r\ pionounced 
and offensive 4n this institute. The Anglo-Indian CaWutta merchanls 
and the tea planters, though anxious to ke(‘]> up the cordon of racial 
hatred round this boarding house, evidently are not willing to bear their 
fair share, but anxious to tak(‘ tax-jNi\eis’ mom‘y, tor tins kind of en- 
dowed and exclusive institution. While* in this conm‘ction, I liave to 
remind the Council that the Diwis duhilet* Sanatorium — an institution 
ojHm to Indians of all nationalities without any (fist i net ion of caste and 
creed — is not in the receipt of an.^ heli> or suhscrij)li()n from the 
Governmental purse. In the face of this racial imupiity, it would he 
the height of impolicy to help an instkution* like* this. This grant, 
moreover, cannot come under the major h(*ad Medical,” which #1018 
only six sub-heads, viz: — (1) Medical estahli.shmcnt, (2) Hospitals and 
dispensaries, (3) Grants for medical purfKwe, (4) Medical Coll<*ges and 
schools, (5) Lunatic Asylums, and (ff) Chemical Examiner. The 
demand for* this glorified rest house can come under none of these six. 
In any case, a special establishment for the benefit Qf a iiartffmlar 

84 a 
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class maintained by a particular community to give effect to racial 
prejudice should not be assisted from the tax-payers* general fund. 

The following motion w'as, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: That the demand of Rs. 6,500 
under head ‘ 32. — Medical — Scheme 4,* f)e reduced by Rs.* 1,500.” 

The Hon^ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: 1 am sorry that my friend Dr. Hassan Suhrawardy, for 
whom I have a genuine regard and esteem, should have brought in this 
question in a spirit from which the rac ial aspect could not entirely 
be obliterated, and, in consequence, he has not been able, although he 
started his s[)ee(“h by saying that he moved it in- no spirit of racial 
antagonism, to avoid the racial question^. Rai Di. JTaridhan Dutt 
Bahadur has, however, taken a different line, but before I turn to the Rai 
Ballad ur 1 should like to explain generally what the jxisitioii regarding 
the Eden Sanitarium is. 

The Eden Sanitarium, it is true, was started as a memorial to Sir 
Ashley >Eden, Lieutenant-dovernor of Bengal, for his services to the 
Darjeeling hills. Among the (Witributors to that sanitaiium was my 
predecessor, the late Maharajadhiraja Aftah ('hand Mahtah Bahadur 
and wdieii this sanitarium was started, it is equally true, that the 
racdal question was not thought of. Later on, the Indian communities 
considered that in the salubrious climate of Darjeeling they would like 
to have a sanitarium of their own, and this was originally started by 
an Englishman, who was held in high esteem and who was then the 
Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, the late Mr. 1/owis. Now the 
Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium, as Raja Maniloll Singh Roy will probably 
bear me' out, caters for the Indian public generally, and if the epitaph 
” a glorified rest house *’ could be at all applied to an institution, it 
could lie more fittingly applied to certain sections of thcf Lowis Jubilee 
Sanitarium than to the Eden Sanitarium. But the main jKiint that 
we have got to consider is not to take the Eden Sanitarium in the 
same light as the Presidency General Hospital for the two things are 
really very diffc'rent. It is true that the Eden Sanitarium is not like 
an ordinary hospital, but nevertheless, ‘ it is a hospital and it is essen- 
tially a hospital. If, as Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has been 
informed, certain convalescent Eiiropeans have been staying in this 
plac’e as paying guests, it dnly shows that they did so because the press- 
ing needs for the maintenance' of the Eden Sanitarium were such that 
those public-spirited Europeans to assist the finances of the Eden Sani- 
tarium did that, and not because that is the general practice, and 
further a change has been made since 1920, since when the rules have 
been made more rigid regarding its being utilised as a hospital generally. 

Now coming to the racial questions, first of all I am soi^y that my 
frienff Dr, Hassan Suhrawardy rnentiemed such irrelevant matters as the 
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Presidency General Hospital with reg*ard tu the Eden Sanitarium 
because, as I have said, the two really stand onia very different foot iiiff. 
It may be true that the Eden Sanitarium caters only for the«Eim>|HMin 
population in Darjeelin#^, and that may l>e a matter for regret to 
some. Bui may 1 ask my friend why is it that lx*fore he asks this 
racial quesfion or what he considers a racial (juestion to In* removed 
from here, that he does not move the Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium authori* 
ties to make it jxjssible for Euro|)eans, who j^fo to tiie Eden Sanitarium,* 
b) jjfo to tlie.ljowis Jubilee Sanitarium also^ “ What’s sauce for the 
goose must also be sauce for the gander.” 

But apart from that, there is another asiH‘ct whicli must not lx* for- 
gotten. Why is it that the Indian, who has adopted Euro|>t‘an habits, 
does not first of all see that the Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium caters for 
his section of the Indian j^iblic too? Why should he be anxious, 
liecaiise he has adop^d Kuro|K*an habits, to always^ hobnob with Euro- 
peans tn Euroj^ean hos])itals, apart from the racial (juestion. As logards 
the racial question, I may say that there is really no racial (piestion 
in the Eden Saiiitaiium ; it is true that in ])iactice no Indians have 
bemi taken in, but I say that the moment the Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium 
were to admit Eurojieans and make it possible for Euro|H*ans to go there, 
tiien it would W time enough to ask for the same concession .in the 
Eden Sanitfiriuin for Indians. Everybody who goes up to Darjeeling 
thinks that it would not lie dignified if he did not live in Euro|K*an 
style in Darjeeling where things are juobably cheajM*r to live in Euro- 
pean style. But that is not the i>oinf, the jxiint is why should Indians, 
who have adofited European habits, first of all jness to go to EurojM‘aii 
institutions and say, ” you must turn out the inmates to make room 
foi us; w’e have adopted Euroix*an habits, ^^)U must catm* for 
us.” Why should they not go to the Indian institutions and say, ” you 
must cater foj us according to our re(iuirements in the saim‘ way as 
you are catering for our orthodox brethren — we have a(k>J»led EurojKuiii 
habits.” Then having catered also for Eurojieans in the JiOwis Jubilee 
Sanitarium, it would be time to ask the Eden Sanitarium to remove 
the bar. I shall now just read out a Tittle extract from what the 
Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling has said reganling the (juestion of 
the Eden Sanitarium. He says: — ” The Civil Surgeon has taken the 
opinion of the l>owis Jubilee Sanitarium authorities on the (|U(*stion of 
admitting Indians into the Eden Siftiitariury, and they are opjnised to 
the suggestion. If the Eden Sanitariu^n is oj)ened to Indians, the 
Ijow’is Jubilee Sanitarium would be ruined ”; so it will be evident that 
the I^owis Jubilee Sanitarium authorities do not want the change. 

Then coming to the racial question he ' says, that ” the medical 
authorities of the Sanitarium would, in tf case of emergency, not refuse 
admission io an Indian i)atient.” That shows there is really no bar, 
although, in practice, for the sake of both Indians and Europetfhs in 
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Darjeeling, I, as an Ii^'lian, would strongly recommend tliat it would 
be much better to leave things as they are for the present at any rate. 

As regards this grant, it has been said that no money should be 
given to a charitable institution of this kind ; in that case to-morrow 
it might l 3 e said that we must starve European education entirely. I am 
sure that Indians are iH>t so' mean or nanow-minded as to deprive this 
institution which has so far been maintaining itself, but is badly in 
need of money at present, otherwise, they would not have come to Gov- 
ernment for assistaiiee. For these reasons, I hope the members, who 
have wished to reduce this grant, will withdraw their motions. 

Dr, HASftAN 8UHRAWARDY: After having heard fiV)m the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur that there is no bar to the admission of 
Indians to the Eden Sanitarium 

The Hon'ble^ the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN ! In niiHC'.s of ('inergeiicy. 

Dr. HA8SAN SUHRAWARDY: Yes, in cases of emergency, at 
present and 1 am hoping the Ilon’lde Member will see that in future 
this concession is graiiled in ordinary cases also, as has been done in 
the Bresidency General Hospital, in (^alcutta, by the Hon’ble Sir 
Surendra Nath Banarjea, wlio has ])assed ordius removing the colour 
bar, 1 beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 1,200 for the ftalary of the pathologist under head “ 02. — Medical — 
Scheme 7,” be refused. 

The main reason for the refusal of the demand for the salaiy of the 
post of pathologist in the Bresidency General Hospital is based on the 
fact that it has been the (oistom for the Surgeon-General with the 
the Government of Bengal from the beginning of the introduction of 
the Reforms, to i>ui before the Standing Committee pro|X)sals of this 
nature for disciLssion with the Hon’ble Minister, as Bresident, the 
Surgeon -General and* the Secretary in charge of the Medical Depart- 
ment, as Government* members. This particular item is an addition 
to’ the ordinary cadre of the Breifidency General Haspital and it ought 
to have been discussed and tl\e non-official views of it submitted before 
the Hou’ble Minister who would have then considered whether it was 
]>raVtical or not from the Government point of view to adopt them 
and in that case there would have been no necessity for me to move 
this motion. But since this ♦has not been done, and thought necessary 

bv General Deare it has become necessary for me to move this and 
* ... * ^ 
oth^ motions regarding other items which had not come before the 

Standing Coinmittee for discussion. Thej Standing Committee is a 
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bmly, elected by the nou-official members of this House as their r^>re- 
seutatives, and we have pr^t a duty by the ^ouse, as this House has 
got a duty by its constituencies, to know how and why public money is 
going to be 8i)ent, and why the cadre of a service is increased or 
reduced, specially as we no\v find tliat a Itetrenchment Committee 
has been •appointed to inspect every item of exiHuiditure. Siiu'e we 
find that this additional ex|3enditure is prnitip: to be incurred, naturally 
we wish to know the reason, and siiuv we have not been consulfVd, J 
move that the post of the pathologist Ix' deleted, because* in my oi>inion‘ 
the aiueothetist is quite competent to carry out tlie duties of a ]mth()- 
logist, his duties being only to administer amesthetics to jxiiients 
going to be oi^eiated ujKm in tin* morning, a duty which has hitherto 
been i>ei'formed by f>ne of the House Surgeons in the Presidency General 
Hospital. If he is given opixirt unities of learning the work of a 
pathologist also we get a man who, when transferred to a mufassal 
hospital, will be very useful with his doubh‘ experience of i>athologist 
and amestlietist , nnd comliining etiiciency with economy. 

SURCEON-CENERAL with the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL 

(Lieut6nant-Cok>nel R. P. Wilson): 1 have heard with intcuvst what 
my colleague and friend Dr. Hassan Siihrawardy has said with regard 
to th(‘ omission of my ])redecessor in office. 1 am sorry the Standing 
C-ommittee weie not consulted on the matter. 

With legard to the proposjil, which is now before the House, I wish 
very strongly to support it, as 1 know from ]M‘rsonal ex|H*ii(Mict* that 
there is absolute ne(‘essity for this jiost. The ([uestion has arismi as 
to wliether it is absolutely essential tliat W(^ should hav<^ a separate 
a])p(untment of a i>atlH)logist or whether we could not (‘X]K*ct anotlnu’ 
officer to do this work in addition to his own duti(*s. 1'he sei vices of 
a iKithologist to a hospital should be a whole-time appointment as his 
work in thi^ institution is of vital imjxn tance. The (piestion of Jhitho- 
logv is closely associated with tlu' advances of mpdn*il science, and it 
is ne(‘(‘ssary foT' a pathologist to be a man with special and ex|H‘rt 
knowledge of the particular work. It would b(‘ impossible in my 
opinion to exj>ect a House Surgeon or a House l*hvsician to take up 
this .s]>ecial work in addition ^to his own duties nor would he be suffi- 
ciently trained in it. We must have an ex^xul who has hjid siHu ial 
training. The Surgeon-Siipenntendent of the Presidency General 
Hospital has also pointed out thc^ necessity for the apiK)intment to the 
institution of an X4tay »S|>ecialist. ^Recently, due to the generosity 
of the Royal Calcutta Turf Club, the Presidency General Hospjtftl has 
been equipped with an up-to-date X-Ray apfxiratus and if no ex|K‘r1 
is appointed to carr\" out the w’ork in connection with X-Ray examina- 
tion of patients in the hospital the patients will lose the advantages 
and the^ apparatus will deteriorate and lose in its value. Up to dab 
the staff of the hospital have not been able to obtain the fijl value 
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frani its equipment because they have not had a whole-time officer to 
carry out the duties. | he work requiries an expert officer and one 
who has had the necessary training in Radiology. I should say the 
ordinary medical practitioner is not qualified to conduct this kind of 
examination. ^ These apjwintments for this in?ix)rtant institution have 
been pending since 1913, but owing to financial stringency^and to the 
demands for medical officers ‘for w'ar requirements, they could not lie 
'prot'ided for. For the reasons stated, I Arongly supixnt the grants 
asked for. 

Tho Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 wish just to 
add one word to what has been said by (Colonel Wilson. This is a small 
item. It seems to me that Dr. Rassan Siilirawardy’s complaint is that 
this matter was not laid before the Standing romTnittee and discussed 
by them. This was not done in this case, and 1 consider that it is perhaps 
a grievance. I arn free to admit it. But the matter Ixdng so small, I 
hojK* Illy friend will withdraw his motion. 

Dfi HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY! After wlmt 1 have heard from 
jthe TTon’lde Minister and the Surgeon-tTcnfM’al, l/ieu'tenant-( Vdonel 
Wilson 1 withdraw this motion and otheis foi- th(‘ r(*fusal of tlie d(‘mand 
for grants, whi<‘h were based on the fact that Suige{)n-(^eneial ])<'ar(‘ 
did not place tlnun f«)r discussion before the Standing Committee and 
thus acted against the juinciple and piactice lecognised by his pre(h‘- 
cessors. 

The motion was then, by leave of the (-ouncil, withdinwn. 

The following motion was also, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — , 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQs That the demand of Its. 090 
under head ‘ 32. t— Medical — Scheme 11 ” be reduced by ^s. 90.” 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: 1 think Government has already 
taken action with regard to this matter, rl:., that the House-Surgeon 
of the Hownih General Hospital should Ik* a Civil Assistant Surgeon. 
I therefore do not press my next motiom 

It was as follows : — 

That the demand of Rs. 1,^00 under head ‘ 32. — Medical 

Scheme 15,^ be refused.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand for 
a sum of Rs. 1,800 under head “32. —Medical— Scheme 15” be refused. 

Some time ago, I elicited f^om the Hon’ble Minister in charge how 
both the initial qualification, the quality of teaching as wel] as, the pericKl 
of study for the Civil Assistant Surgeons were of much higher order 
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than those of the Military Medical students who are recruited with*n 
special eye for the requirements of exclusively ifilitury work. I fail to 
understand how the llon’ble Minister , 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goods) : 1 rist* to a iwont of order. 

I mijrht shorten the discussion if 1 informed Rai Dr. Haii<Uian Ihitt 
Bahadur that Government had already decided that we slioiild lec'mn- , 
mend to the Government of India that the reservation of tliese j>osts to 
the Military Assistant Surg-eons should cease. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: In that case, I hcf^ leave to 
withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, hv leave the (^)uncil, withdrawn. 

The following motion wifs, hy leave of the Council, withdiawn; — 

BabU INDU BHUSHAN PUTTA: Thai the demand of Rs. I.SOO 
under head ‘ 32. — Medical — Scheme 15 ’ he reduced h\ Hs. 100. ” 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I move that tlie demand 
of Rs. 50,000 under head “ 32. — Medical — Scheim* 19 ” he i^aluced hy 
Rs. 25,000*. 

T do not object to the primople (d the p'rant. My reason for (►hject- 
in^- to the demand is that juovision should first of all h(‘ made for tlie 
maintenance of some thaiia dnsjamsaries by the District Hoaids with 
sjic'cial loans taken from Government. The whole sum m(*ntioned in this 
^rant will, I think, not he necessar\ this year, 'riieie aie s(‘veral dis- 
trict sadar dispensaries in need of s|>ecial hel]) from Government and a 
jiortion of this jrrant may very well he utilised fdi* that puqiose, say 
about Rs. 10,000; that w ill In* suffic ient at least for this year. It is in 
this view’ that 1 move that the demand he reduced by lialf. 

• • 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: The need of dispensaries in 
the mufas.sal is very ^reat and we would have been p'lad if a hi^»-her sum 
could have been provided in this supplementary hudf»et for fjrivin^^ aid 
to IocaI bodies to open uj) new' di.sjien.saries. Many of the members 
W'ould have been glad to vote for it if a sum of Rs. 5,00,000 w’(‘re 
demanded for this purjiose instead of this paltry sum. I come from 
Dinajpur, the area of which distinct 4,000 .square miles and I would 
have been glad if you could hav^ opened 40 dispensaries there. We can 
utilise the whole sum, I mean to say, onf? district can utilise the whole 
sum if it is given to-day.’ The sum as given here is very small and Lam 
astonished that my friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri is going to 
curtail it. If the motion is carried and this paltry sum is curtailed, 
then many of us would be put to great dilTiculty. 1 therefore, hope the 
House will refuse giving its support to Kishori Babu’s motion and pass 
the original demand of Rs. 60,000. • 
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The Hon’ble Sir S.URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I must express 
my unqualified surprisl} at the motion of my friend Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri who is always such a stout champion of medical aid for the 
rural areas. My friend will remember — I think his memory will carry 
him bac^k to last year — that a resolution was passed in this Council 
a^^ainsi the views of Government in favour of the establishment of a 
dispensary in each thaua, and when we try to prive effect to it — it was 
u^i^ainst our views — we loyally acx'e])ted the resolufion and circularised 
the Distrh;! Boards — when we try to "ive effect to the resolution of the 
House, my friend comes forward with a motion to leduce the grant. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Is the Ilonble Minister 
of opinion tluit the whole of this sum will be spent feis year? If this 
is so, I do not object. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: As much of it as 
we can. I cannot make a promise. I cannot say the whole of it will 
be spent. It will very largely de})end upon the District Boards. If 
they can make the m*cessary arrangements, the sum will be spent. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: If it is likely to be spent, 
I do not object ; 1 withdraw my motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAi I am afraid my 
friends is in league with the Finance De]>artment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : I move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,00,000 umler head “ 02. — Medical — Scheme 20 ’’ be reduced by 
.Rs. 50,000. 

Here, also, 1 think that tin* whole sum is not likely to be spent this 
year, it is in this view that 1 move this UKhion. I see that the 
amount is to ,he utilised for giving grants to some otiier dispensaries. 
If there is aliy chance that the whole sum will be sjient this year, I am 
quite willing to withdraw the motion. 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: How can I give 
an assuiance which does not lie within my power? It is for the 
district boards; if they like, the whole amount may be spent. It all 
deiH'iids u}K)ii the progress of their work. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I want to know whether 
there is any chance of the wdiale amount l)eing spent this year . 

« The Hbn’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I cannot say and 
I decline to answer that question. I cannot dwell upon chances. 

Babu KISHORI MOHA^ CHAUDHURI: I do not like to stand in 
the way of this expenditure and, therefore, withdraw my «motian. 

* The motion w as then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 



1922.] 


DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. 


527 


The member bein^ absent, the followings n'#)tion was deemed to%e 
withdrawn : — I 

• 

Rfii RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadurs ‘‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 60,000 under head * 32. — Medical — Scheme 22 ' be refused.” 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYS I* move that the demand of 
Bs. 50,000 under head ”32. — Me<lical — Scheme 22,” for ^rant loathe* 
Calcutta Hospital Nurses Institution, be reduc ed by Rs. 26,000. 

This is a grant to the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Assca iation, and 1, 
as a citizen of Calcutta, should not object to it, but I think that we 
should do justice not only to Gahmtta but also to the mufassal an‘a. It 
api^ears that under Scheme 20 for the extension of medic al ndief in luial 
areas, only a lakh of ru})ets has been provid(‘d. I’his is in accordance 
with the resolution passed by this Council. This (6>uncil resolved that 
adequate medical relief should be ac’corded to the rural areas, and ])ro- 
posed to make some contribution to 400 disjHMisaricvs in the nuitassal 
area. May I ask whether a sum of one lakh is sufficient for the main- 
tenance of 400 dispensaries in the mufassal area? 

Mr. 8i W. GOODE: May I j)oint out that the member is still discus- 
sing the question of rural dispensaries. The' motions under that head 
have been withdrawn. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; M y contention is that it i^ not 
fair or consistent to make an additional contribution of Rs. 60,000 to the 
Calcutta Hospital Nurs(*s’ Institution, havirrg regard to the fact that 
only a lakh of rupees has been sanedioned for meeVeal relief in the lural 
areas. It appears that the expenditure of the institution has greatly 
increased in recent 3 "ears, whereas there has been little alteration in the 
Government (#>ntribution whicli is fixed at Rs. 76,000 » y(‘ar. It is now 
proposed to increase this by Rs. 60, (MM). This institution applied to the 
Calcutta Corporation for a gnint and gc»t Rs. 20,000. They again 
applied for an additional grant of Rs. 10,000. I may say that the 
Calcutta Corporation went into the details and rejected if ; we are not 
, informed- of the number of nurj^s, their salaries and allowanc es, and 
what increments of salaries and allowances are going U) be given. I 
beg to suggest that an additional gr^^nt of Rs. 26,000 may be sanc tioned, 
or that the total grant to this Nurses’ Insfitution may be one lakh of 
rui)ees, specially in view of the fact thfrt only a lakh of rujx'es has b(‘en 
given for medical relief in the rural areas throughoui the • 
whole province of Bengal. 

The following motion was, by leave ^>f the Council, withdrawn: — 
8HAH«8YED EMDADUL HAQ: ” That the demand of Rs. 60,000 
under head ‘ 32. — Medical — Scheme 22 ' be reduced by Bs. 20,(lb0.” 



528 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[12th July 


• Dn HA88AN 8UHHAWARDY: I wish to s^ just a few words to 
give certain infonnatioif' to my friend Babu Amulya Dhone Addy. This 
que‘Hii()n„wa.H wry thoroughly gone into by the Standing Committee where 
all the three medical meilibers — the representatives of this Council — 
agreed that a sum of Rs. 50,000 should be contributed towards the gen- 
eral nurKing fund. Babu Amulya Dhone Addy will be pleftised to hear 
that by giving Hs. 50,000 we are going to get a value of Rs. 1,75,000 worth 
of woi’k from these nurses. The Medical College Hospital group — the 
Medical (.\)llege, the Eden Hospital, the Prince of Wales Hospital, the 
Ezra Hospital, the Eye Infirmary, and the Inlying blocks — get the benefit 
of the services of the nurses of this instihition the maintenance of which 
costs Rs. 1,75,000. If we do not contribute this Rs. 50,000 they would 
withhold th(‘ services of these nurses, with the result that public revenue 
will have to find the money for the paymen^ of these nurses because we 
cannot negh'ct this mcKst important grouj) of hospitals for our Indian 
jiatients. iNow is it not a sound business proposal that we shoujd give 
Rs. 50,000 to get Rs. 1,75,000 in return? 1 hope Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addy who is a shrewd business man, Will see the reasonableness of the 
demand and withdraw his motion for refusal. 

Rfli DTi HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs I think it is my duty to 
stand on this occasion to give my support to the Hospital 'Nurses' Insti- 
tution and ojipose my friend’s motion. 

Several years ago, when I was connecti'd with the Hospital Nurses’ 
Institnlion (roverning Hoard, 1 had (Mcasion to find that the work that had 
be('n done by tliese nurses was extremel\ desirable, and that work has been 
improving from year to year. We feel the necessity of these nurses in 
the city (d Calcutta so much, that I think it would be ridiculous for any- 
])ody to decry that body. But 1 find that some of the members of this 
(k)uncil are jirejudiced against the inslilutitm becaus(‘ they think that 
th(^ entire work, of th(‘se nurses is devoted to tlie Euro|)U‘^n side; I can 
assure ms frieuds tliat tliis is not a correct view. 1 have a paper in my 
hand fiom which I find that 49 per cent, of the patients nurstnl by these 
nurses are Indians, and it is within our knowledge that almost all the im- 
jHirtant hosjiitals lor Indians in (’alcutta cannot do without the services of 
tliese nurses. I sicerely wish that the, day will not be far distant when 
every hosjiital in Calciftta will be able to avail themselves to the services 
of tlu'se nurses. ♦ 

1 would like to ask my <‘riend, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, to consider 
how these nuises hazard their«.lives by the bedside of patients stricken 
witl^ (holera, jilague and other infectious diseases. Is it proper for us 
to decry tliem ? As a medical man, I fully realise the dangers of nursing. 
These ladies wlio conic forward to take up the profession of nursing 
certainly deserve our sympatlfbtic consideration. 

I do admit. Sir, that it would be much better if we had •had a large 
number of Indian ladies forthcoming to take up this profession. I have 
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been tr>'ing my best t^o induce a numl)er of them to come and join tWs 
profession, but those of us who have been work^ig on these lines realise 
how difficult it is to get suitable Indian, ladies to embrace the pr^ifcssion. 
This is a condition of things for which we are sorry— it is almost a 
matter for reproach to our community — and 1 ho|H^ that in two or three 
years, we sh*ill lx* able to recruit an adecpiate number of Indian ladies 
as nurses. Then, T believe, the ]>rejudice v Inch is now l>ing in the 
minds of some of my friends will vanish. So l(‘t us snppoit this lu-o- 
posal unanimously, for the nurses are doing a lot of good for us and 
they deserve our sympathy. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: There remains 

})ut little for me to add to what lias alrt'ady Iumui sanl in supixirt of the 
grant which has been put in ^In* demand by Government. Rut I want fo 
mention tivo fac ts in tins connection, which, |HMba])s. aii* riot known to 
the Council. In the first place, we have appointed a committee for tlie 
puipose of going into the accounts and the financial i>osition of this 
institution. The institution is sufiering from financial ditlicult ies, and 
these' difficulties an' grow ng from year to mkw. ( rov(*rnnH‘nt usually 
make* a grant of Its. 75,000 a year. This vc'ar, tin* grant bad to bt* raise'd 
to Rs. l,25,00(Tin conse(]U('nce of tlie.^* difficulties. It was pointe'd out 
by the TTon’ble Sir John Ke'n that this was a v<*rv unsat i.sfactory state 
of things, and that the whole matter should lx* tborouglilv gone' into, 
and a committee has acctirdingly been npjxdnte'd bv (lovi'rnuM'nt in this 
connection. 1 hope that, as a le'sult of the labours of the ('ommittec', 
some way will be found out of the evei-recnrring ditfir ult i(*s whic h con- 
front the institution. 

• 

The next point to w hich T desire to call attention is that a consider'ablo 
body of opinion exists hi this ( nuncil. and, I Ix'lieve. also in the 
[iress to the efTel t that means should be found for* the tiffining of Indian 
women of the res]K*ctable classes as nursi's. With this vii'W' we have* 
apiKiinted a committee which is to n*comm«*nd to (io\(*rnment mc'asures 
for attracting to the profession of juiising resjx'ctable Rengali ladic's, 
and also for making suit4ible arrangements for tin* training of 
Indian dhais. My friend, Rabu A*mulya Dhone Ac^ly, has lefer red to the 
needwof nurses in the mufas.sal, and T think the labours of the committee 
might help ns in meeting this want. T»hope, having n'gard to the opinion 
which has been expri'ssed here, and to the action which the Government 
have taken in this matter, my friend w ill se(* bis way to w'ithdraw’ his 
motion. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Aftffr what T have lieard from the 
Elon'ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdmw my motion. 

The motion was then, by l^ve of the House, withdrawn 



530 DEMANDS FOE GEANTS. [12th July 

« The following motions, standing in the name of Dr. ilassan 
Suhrawardy, were, by ]|*ave of the Council, withffrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Es. 3,000 under head ^ 32. — Medical — 
Scheme 26 ’ be refused.” 

“ That the demand of Es. 2,500 under head ‘ 32. — Medical — 
Scheme 20 ’ be refused.” 

That the demand of Es. 600 under head ‘ 32. — Medical — 
Scheme 30 ’ be refused.” 

“ That tltte demand of Es. 550 under head ‘ 32. — Medical — 

Scheme 35 ’ be refused.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand for 
Es. 550 under head ” 32. — Medical — Scheme 35 ” be refused. 

The prevailing idea working in the mipd of the Hon’ble Minister 
appears to Ih‘ that the Military Assistants are more efficient, and their 
wojk mor(‘ arduous than the Civil Assistant Surgeons. If tha^ be his 
decided o])inion, he should at once empty out the classes of the Medical 
College of the regular students and establish shorter course preceded by a 
smattering of general education and thus create a class of ” arduous ” 
and efiicient ” class of medical men to his taste. I believe it is 
known to the Council that European lunatics are not kept in the 
Eerhampore Tjiinatic* Asylum, but they are sent to the European Asylum 
at Kanke near Eandii. Physical force is not the only tiling that is 
required in the management of a lunatic asylum, and lias the HoiiMile 
Minister any reason to conclude iJiat the members of the Civil Assistant 
Surgeons are pliysically less fit without exception to the less educated 
and less trained Military Assistants whom he suggests to take up? 

Lieiltenant-Colon(;l R. P. WILSON: I rise to su])port the demand 
for the increase of allowance to the Dejnity Superintendent of the 
Mental Hospital at Berhampore. The officer who now holds this 
apiKiintment ifjj a Military Assistant Surgeon of considerable length of 
servic(' and he liapfMuis to be in what is not considered a very popular 
a])jK)intment . The work in (*onnection with Mental Hospitals cannot 
be consideied very po])ular and it is difficult ta get men of the right 
ty|>e and necessary ex]M^rience to continue in the appointment for any 
length of time. The <n)mplaint and grievance of this officer is that if 
he were employed at one of the Presidency Hosjntals or in other appoint- 
ments in which officers of^his service are usually posted he would be 
in a position to di’aw an increased allowance in addition to his grade 
l>ay. he Avould draw his salary phis a certain allowance according to 
his length of service. The pay of this appointment was fixed by Govern- 
ment in 1908 and the allowance in addition to the grade pay was Ea. 50 
to Es. 150, the maximum Ijeing reached after 16 years. Military 
Assistant Surgeons who are appointed to various hospitals in Calcutta 
draw the maximum time-scale of allowance after a period of five years, 
and this pffiw occupied one of those appointments before be went to 
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tb© war. 'Since his re^rn and appointment to hit present post, he finds 
himself in an unenviable position where his einjlunieiits are less than 
those of his colleaj^ues with shorter service and inoi-e coii^miijJ work, 
amidst pleasanter surrouudinps. On these j^rounds, Sir, 1 stroii^dy 
support the proposal to brinp this officer’s allowam i' iip to Ihc niiifonn 
scale which Ik drawn by other officers of his service, and thus nunovt^ 
the discontent and hardslnp from which the I)cput> SuiHuintendent is 
now sufferin^^. • 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following motion, standing in tlie name of MaiiUi A. K. l*’azl-ul 
Haq, was, by leave of the rouncil, withdrawn : — 

^ That the demand for exjKmditure under head ‘ TJ.— Medical ’ be 
refused.^’ 

The original demand that*a sum of Its. hv granti'd for cxpen- 

dit\ire under head “ 3 "^. — Medical " was ]>ul and agn'cd to. 


33 Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 tnove tliat a 
sum of Rs. 8,90,1)19 be granted for exiHMiditurc under head “ 88. — 
Public Health.*’ 


Motions for reductions. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: I move that tin* (l(‘mainl of 
Its. €,500 undeij liead “ 88. — Public Health— Kstabli.dlmiciit contin- 
gencies — Scheme 8 ” being a provision for Publicily Ibireau, be 
refused. * 

The demand is for the purpose of giving more ])ay to the officer said 
to be doing ppopaganda work in the mufa.ssal. He J.s now g<‘tting 
Its. 300 a month, p/i/.f travelling allowanc(*s, I am sure; Imt he is doing 
nothing, or very little. Sometimes, the district offieeis call a ]>ul)lie 
meeting to witness wlmt this officer has to show and ])e(>ple congregate, 
but the officer docs not turn ui>. There is sonn^tbing slack in the main- 
spring, and that should be attemVd to and then any demand should lx* 
mad^ I, therefore, pro[K)se the ref u. sal of the deffiand. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Perhaps it is only widedy 
know^n that the lecturer round whom so much glory njoves is not ([ualificd 
to say a word on Public Health. He is nol a JI. Jh H. — nor even a inedU 
cal man — but an ordinary M. A. He goes to a place, delivers a stinip 
lecture and as we learn from the telegrams from place to jdace, ho 
gathers a few boys, who undertake to reserve tanks and watch fn)m 
day today to keep the tanks free from pollution. The Council is now 
aaked to give him the sum of Rs. 2,500 to distribute among the boy 
vclunteers of health, another additional Rs, 1,000 to hie fat travelling 
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allowance already g*r^nted, another assistant lecturer less qualified, 
of course, than himself h-it Rs. 20(1 a month and two travellinjr assistants 
at Rs. 50 a month each bringiuj? the cost for the rest of the year to 
Rs. 6,500 and binding down the Council permanently to an annual increase 
of expenditure of Rs. 11,500. Over and above the Civil Surgeon, we 
have in every district one District Health Officer — who fs constantly 
touring round the villages — he is moreover a qualified radical man with 
a Public Health Diploma. Jn each division, there is one Assistant 
Director of Public Health who is also on the constant move as the large 
amount drawn as travelling allowance would show. These officers 
who are constantly travelling among the people, and who are in a manner 
far better known and respected by the villagers, are in a better jmsition 
to instruct the rural public in the principles of health and sivnitation than 
members of the pr(*sent organisation. So 1 beg to opiX)se the demand for 
the grant. 

Dfi JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I am sorry that I cannot sup- 
port the motions of either Rui Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur or of Raja 
Maniloll Singh Roy. If I remember aright, it was in October, 1920, 
tin* Puldic Health DepaitTiient launched propagaTida work by nu‘ans of 
cinematograjdi shows, and district towns were visited by the Publicity 
Officer and lectures were delivered by him in Hindi, Bengali and Hrdu. 
I may tell my friends that the present officer, who is in charge of this 
Department of Ibiblic Health, knows and can sjn^ak well in many 
languages; and for man who can authoritatively speak to lay audi- 
ence, a kiu:)wledge in four languages is, I should think, a great asset; 
and the Government ought to enhance the pay and emoluments of this 
particular offi(*er rather than reduce his emoluments. I myself had 
been a visitor to one of these shows during the Faridfur Exhibition and 
I can testify to the good work that was being done. Later on, on 
finatudal grounds, the cinematograph shows were diP-continued and 
magic lantern ' shows were substituted. These visual representations, 
if properly conducted, leave an indelible effect on the mind of the masses. 
Instruction and amusement go hand in hand. The press and the public 
have, with one accord, praised the work of this branch of the Public 
Health Department. 

Ral Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: What is the name of* this 
gentleman P 

Dr. ilATlNDRA NATH MOITRA: I do not know his name. 

Mr. 8. W. GOODE: Mr. E. P. Roy. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH lliOITRA: The press and the public have 
so far taken a very keen interest in the propaganda work of Vhis depart- 
ment^ There was a resolution in my name which proposed that instead 
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of curtailing the expenditure on the Publicity department, the depart- 
ment should be ma^ a peimanent one with| enhanced emoluments, 
because I am fully convinced that in order to educate the lay public 
on medical and scientific matters, lectures and lantern demonstrations 
are essential. I am therefore surprised to find that my friend, who is 
a distinguiAed medical man, should oppose this prrant. I have in my 
hand a book Wiich is written by Sir George Newman, the Chief Medical 
Officer to the Ministry of Health in Ijondon. I shall not tak<‘ up*the * 
time of the Council by reading out from this book, but I may hand 
over this book to Dr. Dutt. If he reads this hook, lie will understand 
the value of these propaganda lectures in foreign eoun tries. Every 
country nowadays has got this branch of education. It does not matter 
who the particular person is who adorns this department; hut the ques- 
tion is that the Publicity D^*partmente should be strengthened and more 
^jiipand more leetuiers should he found to give lendun's to the lay public 
on medical and sanitary matters. ^ 

With these observations, I oppose the motions. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: T find that 
in this matter two medical men widely diffeu* from one anotliiT. When 
doctors differ, we, laymen, are (juite at sea, and do not know what to do. 
We do not pro{K)se to cut (int for ourselves afl indei>endent line of action. 
My friend, llai Dr. TIaridlian Dutt Ihihadur, was pleased to say that he 
knew nothing at all aliont the work of the Publicity ()ffic(‘r. I think 
that was tlie observjition lie made. Well, Sir, it is my pli'aHiin* and 
delight to read the Publicity Offic<‘r\s rejwirt every month — liis nqKirt 
regarding the tours he makes, and th(‘ work he doi's during those 
tours. 1 may ask Dr. Dutt to read .some* of liis, reports. If 1 may 
he permitted, 1 will send ‘•jorno of them on to liiiii, and I airi (piitc sure 
that he will be convinced of the hard, useful and strenuous work w hieh 
he is doing. M may be asked — “Why are you giving him this increase 
of pay? To that my reply is that, owing to the general rise in priees, 
public servants as a rule have received irierements of salaries. Why is 
our Publicity Officer to he deprived of *this benefit? Put there i^ 
particular reason — I may call it an exceptional reason — why 
Mr. K. P. Roy should iret an hicrease of pay ^ He w jis offered a job 
at .^ahabad — a better job and carrying a higher salary, and he r>on- 
sulted me about the matter. He can^ to me w ith a telegram and said — 

" Here is a telegram which I have received from the Government of the 
TJnited Provinces. I am asked to join*this appointment. It is much 
better than my present appointment. Unless you are prepared ixb im- • 
prove my position and prospects, I eannot possibly stay here.” I 
know the value of Mr. K. P. Roy's services — I read his reports and 
not only do I read his reports, hut I hear golden accounts of his work 
from all quarters. The other day, I was having a talk with the Vice- 
Chairman of the Rajpur Municipality. He said that Mr. K. P. Rdy had 

86 
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befen there several timerf and that he would like ^ have him there for 
a month. He made a jowerful impression on the womenfolk there by 
his lectures on child welfare and maternity, and they were^quite impressed 
by what he said. I do not know if the Maharaja of Nadia is here, but he 
too was most anxious to have him on the occasion of the exhibition that 
was held at Krishnagar for lectures on sanitary subjects. MK K. P. Roy 
is a;nore deser^drig officer; he was offered a higher post and^Temuneration, 
and I felt it my duty, as a Minister, to promise an increase of pay, and 
1 have redeemed my promise by giving him a small increaiie of Rs. 50 
a month. 

I hope mv friend, Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, is convinced of 
the justice of thui increase. 

Then, Sir, I come to another j)oint whi(di has been raised by Dr. Dutt. 
He asks — “ What is the good of these volunteers? ’’ I do not know 
if Dr. Dutt has been following Ihe activities of the non-co-operation 
party, t do not know whether he is aware of the magnitude of the 
mischief which their volunteers have been doing. We, too, need a 
band of volunteers properly organised, properly trained and disciplined. 
They will relj(l(M’ a lot of uselul st‘rvi(’(‘ to tlu' Slate. The idea of having 
local organisations and (Onplovin^^ v(dniiteei s to woik organi- 

sations emanated from me, and it has been taken up with avidity by one 
or two Magistrates, and I am most anxious that ^^e should employ these 
volunteers who are local men interested in tlie health of th(‘ locality. 
We should employ them for the purpose of doing our propaganda work, 
so that a proper knowledge of health cTinditions may he diffused through- 
out tin* lenght and breath <d th(‘ province*. (“ Ibsir hear.”) We need 
not ])ay them un.less‘the\ do their work. We have made a provision, 
but no mon(‘v will be spent unles.s and until the Samiti^ have been 
formed and the volunteers have been organised. Froig what I have 
said, I hope mv friend Dr. Dutt is convinced of the necessity of this 
item of expenditure. 

Then, Sir, he objected to the entertainment of an additional lecturer 
on Rs. 200 a month. Well, Sir, I know the gentleman who is going 
to be employed, and I, discussed the matter with Dr. Bentley. I heard 
him at the Dacca Conference — he is a well-knjown writer on Sanitation 
and a fine speaker— I lieard him 8])eak, and he will be of great use to us. 
I think. Sir, that we sboufd attach the utmost imnortance to the work 
of publicity, for the reason that it is not enough that we should have 
sanitary works, but that we should diffuse sound sanitary ideas amongst 
^our people in order that they mav take advantage of the newly created 
sanitary (onditions, and this can only be done by propaganda work, 

I hope and trust, therefore, that nfy friend will withdraw ^he motion, 
and i£ he does not, I am confident that the House will not accept it. 
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Rsl Dr« HARIDHA^ DUTT Bftiuiciurs I must^accept the Iii^fh certi^ 
ficate that has been given by the Hon’ble Sir Si^reiidra Nath Banerjea 
and beg leave to withdraw my motion. • , 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROYl Nothing that T have said in uiy 
speech movingly irtotiou has rec-eived a •reply from tike llon’ble 
Minister in course of his comments. * 

J The motio%of the Raja was then put and lost. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, witlidrawn 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “Thai the demand of Ks. 5(1,000 
under head * 33. — Tu!)lic' Ht'alth — -Scluunc* 4, ’ for lK)ring opto^ations 
for water-suj>plv, be refused.” 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY lu dug absent, tin* following motion, 
standing dll his name, was deiMned to be withdrawn: — 

*‘That the demand tor Hs. 1,000 under head ‘33.— Public llmdth — 
(xrants for public health i»ur])oses — Scheme 10 ’ be refused.” 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I move that the di maud 
of Ks. 1,000 un^der head ” 33. — Public Health — Scheme 10, ” be 
refused. 

I ju’opose this reduction on two grounds. My first ground i.'#thut 
1 think it wanild Ik* improper 'to saddle the future Legislative ('ounml 
with responsibility for so heavy an amount which will not be re(jiiii(‘d 
till 1924-25. There is also no knowing what tin* circumstances will lu* 
at that time and what actual sum ma> he reijUiriMl for tin* ])uipos(‘. My 
second ground is that, so far as I can un(h‘rstand, it*is reijuiied for the 
benefit of the mill areas. 43ie mill aiithoritncs hav(* raised Ks. 7 lakhs 
and 1 do not think it is difficult for them to raise another Ks. 3 lakhs, 
as 1 understand •fcbey are now paving dividends a1^ tin* rate of 
100 i)er cent. " ^ 

On these grounds, 1 propose the redmdion. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: 1 supimrt the* 
amendment and niy reasons are tlm.se. 'Lhe 'ritagarli Munnipality lias 
taken up a scheme costing Rs. ]0 lakhs. The mill-owuicrs have raised 
about tls. 7 lakbs and it is intended tliat Government .sJiould gnaiant(*e 
to raise Rs. 3,53,000. It is only the thin ami of the wedge. It is 
intended that this Council undertake for tli# next three years to get this 
amount for this municipality. ^ 

My objection to this scheme i.s this: that l)efore wo undertake to 
spend so much money for a single municipality, we should have jdaced 
before us a general scheme for helping mufRssal municipalities and dis- 
trict boards. •Hitherto we have been spending money for any scheme 
coming up before the Government without any particular regard^ to 

36 a 
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tie interests of other municipalities and rural areas. ' My submission 
is that we should formi|^ate a scheme that will obtain for the whole pro- 
vince that* we could undertake one work after another and help the 
local bodies with due regard to their respective claims. If we under- 
take to raise this Es. 3^ lakhs to-day we shall be bound to find money 
for this without due regard to the claims of other municipalities. For 
this reason, I would ask the' House not to accept this re^onsibility now 
and I would ask the Minister to formulate a general scheme. If this 
Titagark Municipality was rich enough to raise Rs. 7 lakhs, Govern- 
ment can advance the amount by way of loan and this can be raised at 
tile rate of Rs. 50,000 a year and in 7 years the entire amount can be 
paid. Inslead of granting the entire amount from the provincial tund 
tliey can raise a loan. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH ^ANERJEA; It so happens 
lliat in this matter T am interested personally, and personal interest 
always connotes personal knowledge. 1 know this municipality, I pass 
by it almost cNtry day li is a mistake to sa\ that it is a muniiupalit y' 
It is something more than that. It is a big industrial centie wdth a 
teeming and increasing jKipulation counted at the }>resent moment at 
85,000. But it is a growiiig jxipulation and therefore you will have to 
look at the matter not from the point of view of a j)urtii!ular industry, 
or of a particular iKipulation but also of the interests of the neighbour- 
‘'•K I^pnlation of that area. There is a fringe uiea round Titagarh and 
the sanitary conditions are the reverse oPwlial they should Ik\ There 
is a foul and stinking ditch opposite the Barrack]K)re Government school 
and hoarding house and if this scheme were given effe(‘t to, this nuisance 
would l>e removed. I have had re])ea1ed comjilaints from peojile out- 
side the local limits of the Titagarh Municipality regarding the insani- 
tary surroundings by which they were infested. Therefore, it seems 
to me that we must approach this question from a broad standjioint. 
It is not a m^^re municipal question. It is something more. If the 
scheme is given effect to, it will solve the question of sanitation, and 
]>romote the health and ha])piness of a large population in the immediate 
vicinity of Calcutta. Let me ])oint out that the Titagarh mills have 
dejMisited — not merely promised or suhscribed — but deposited 7 lakhs 
of nij)ees in the Jraix'rial Bank for this purpose and they want us 
to make the usual oontribution which Government is accustox^d to 
make in such cases — a proportion of one-third to two-thirds. They 
have given two-thirds an(l they expect the Government to help them in 
this matter by a one-third contribution. They say — we have deposited in 
the Bank, Rs. 7 lakhs, and we want you to pay one-third. How can 
you refuse? ^ou cannot and have not refused other municipalities. 
Take the cn.se of Krishnagar and other municipalities. You did not 
refuse an application of that kind in the case of those municapalities. 
On what ground of justice and equity would you refuse it in the case 
of the Titagarh Municipality? I put this question to the Council. 
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Jjet us consider the h^lth and well-being of thef{)eople concerned. Lfet 
us regard it as a municipality attempting to dj) a imrticular duty in 
respect of which they are entitled to have a claim ujxin v^our sympathy 
and consideration and your pecuniary supiwirt. In other^ cases you 
support municipalities with one-third contribution. Why should you not 
do the sami thing hereV Then, Sir, let me say this: that these 
mill-men are public benefactors in so far* as sanitation is concerned. 
When I took charge of the office which I have the honour to holti 1 • 
regarded them with susjiicion and distrust. Ilut 1 have found them 
to be public benefactors in the truest sense of the term so far as sanita- 
tion of these particular areas is concerned, liook at Baranagore, 
Kamarhatti, Kanchrapara, Naihati and Titagarh — look at the siijiply of 
pure water they have given to the populatioji beyond the limits of tlieir 
own areas. As a conseciuence, fever has disajiiieared — 1 sinnik from 
personal knowle<lge — from Titagarh, Kanchrapara and Naihati ami, 
occasionally, you have attacks of cholera. 1 say, therefore, that 
you have hero a municipality winch has come forward with a princely 
offer which you cannot, in justice refu.se to supphunent as you have not 
done 80 in the case of other municij>alities. The amount, morwver, will 
be paid out of' loan and not out of revenue. Therefore, it M ill not come 
as a crushing buid(*n, as it would have if it had been ])aid out of curnmt 
revenue. T hope and trust that yfui m’II ac(*ede to tln^ reipn^st that they 
have made and support the motion for tin* grant. Tad it not go forth 
that there is one laM* which prevails in this (\)uncil as regards particu- 
lar municipalities, and another law for industrial (‘entres and mill 
municipalities. Jusiic(‘ must be evenly distributed — to all whether 
they be mill municipalities or wdiether they be municipalities of any 
other kind and, therefore, in the name of just ice,, e(|uity and (‘ommon 
sensei ask this Council to rej(‘ct this motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Babu KISgORI MOHAN CHAUDHURi: 1 move fly it the demand 
of Rs. 50,000 under head “ dd. — Public Health — Scheme 11 ** be 
refused. 

This is a demand for heljnng the district bmird with a recurring 
grrant of Rs. 50,000 annually. Government contribute hom' Us. 1,75,000 
by supplying them with their inspecting staff, •etc. Some fees are 
realised for that purjxise under this motion, each district hoard will 
be benefited by a grant of Rs. 2,000. * • 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT : I can ftive you only one minute more 
and the Minister one more minute to reply. • 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have finished. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NAtA BANERJEA: I can only 
express my'unqualified surprise that this motion has been moved by my 
friend, Babu Kisbori Mohan Chaudhuri. We are g>oing to free 
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Aur ])roviiice from the( scourge of small-pox by i^jakiiig vaccination free 
and yet Babu Kishori j|»Mohan Chaudhiiri objects to it. Here you have 
a resolution passed at the Conference of the District Boards. And in 
faoe of that I do not know how my friend takes the view that he has put 
forward to-day. 

The motion was then puf and lost. 

• The followiiiff motion was, by leave of the Couneil, withdrawn : — 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: “ That the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ r33. — Puldic Health,’ be refused.” 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 3,99,919 be granted for 
expenditure under head ‘‘ 33. — Public Health ” was then put and 
agreed to. 


34.— Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 1 move that a sum ol Rs. 1,97,933 be granted under the 
head ” 34. — Agricmltun^” 3’he items which make up this sum fall 
under the minor heads of Veterinary, Co-()])erative and Agriculture 
proixir. 

The veterinary charges include Rh. 3,200 for the sujiply of unifonns 
for the otficers and men of the (Tlanders and Farcy staff', the necessity 
of which is ex])laimHl in the notes. These* men belong to the police 
force and are merely lent to the Vetcnnaiy l)epartnu*nt and our pro- 
posals jirovide for the sujiply of tin* uniionii to which they are entitled 
as memliers of the jHilice force. 33ien there is provision for a small 
increase in the number of Veterinary Assistants, in accordance with oar 
policy of working^p to a standard of one stationary and one itinerant 
assistant for eUch subdivision. Under (/o-ojierative, we have provided 
certain obligatory charges on account of sanctioned allowances which 
were omitted by mista||e from the original budget. Then there is the 
provision for an Assistant Registrar for the Burdwan Division. This 
is not a new pr(){K)sal. The Secretary of State sanctioned the apjxiint- 
ment of an Assistant^ Registrar for e*!!!*!! division in 1920, but till now 
money has not lieen available. The rapid development of the coopera- 
tive movement has made furtheii^ delay impossible, and I propose to 
appoint a fifth Assistant Registrar at once. Provision h^s alsb been 
made for the office establishment of this Assistant Registrar and of the 
Astistant Registrar for Chittagong who was appointed last year. The 
provision for an Inspector for Co-operative Irrigation Societies in 
Bankura is necessitated by the demand among the cultivatprs of that 
district for such societies, ^he need for better irrigation in Bankura 
is well known and a satisfactory solution of the problem w\ll save Gov- 
ern Aent the large sums that have to be spent as direct and indirect 
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relief in years of de^ient rainfall. There is ereiy reason to hope t^at 
these irrigation societies will go a long way towards solving the 
problem. " • 

I turn now to tlie liead of Agrioiilture projxu*. Under this head 
provision has been made for a first instalment of the sehemes which 
have been tiorked out by the Director of Afrriciilture and his staff 
during the \)%»i year and a lialf ; and first. I may i>oint out that these 
schemes have thrown very heavy work on the shoulders of the Direftor.. 
It has, therefore, l>een found necessary to provide bun with a 
shorthand WTiter, a convenience already sanctioiuMi for practically all 
heads of departments. 

The question t)f the improvement of the brecul of cattle in Bengal 
is one of which the importance*' caJinot In* overestimated, as on this 
mainly depends the improv^ement of the milk-sup]>ly . The Agricultural 
Department are doing all that is jxissible in piescuit circumstances, 
but they are handicajijH'd by the fact that none of their otliccM*s is a 
spcK^ialist in cattl(*-breeding. 1 recently had an opportunity of dis- 
cussing this matter with the Imperial Dairy Expert, and he advised 
me that satisfactory iirogress (‘ould not Ik* exjiected unb*ss we s«‘cured 
the servic^es of a ('attle-ex]K*rt. 1 have accejitcMl this advice. 1 pro- 
pose that the expert should be appointcMl for three* yiMirs during which 
time I hojie he will Ik* able to train some of our otficers to (*arry on the 
work. 

Then there is the quc*stion of poultry-br(*eding. 1 am sun* that 
this could be made a jirofitable industry and 1 propose* to cb'pute a 
District Agricultural Officer for s|K*cial training in the subject. 

A frc*quent complaint against the Agricultural Department is that 
the results of the ex]>t*rts’ researches do not reiyli tin* agriculturists. 
The officers through whom the department keejis in touch with the 
cultivators are District Agricultural Officers and Ihunoiistrators, and 
1 fully recognise the necessity of incr(‘asing the strength of these 
grades. I hojie that, ultimately, w(* shall have a District Agricultural 
Officer in every subdivision and a demonstrator in ever^’ jKilii e station 
in the province. For the present, I am asking for an addition of 2t) 
District Agricultural tlfficers and 50 Demonstrators. 

The department pi*rhaps seewres its most immediate results from the 
dis^ibution of pure seeds to the cultivators. *The demand for these 
Fas becxime so great that (l(^vernineTit cannot meet it from tlm 
existing seed-farms; it ha.sJI therefore, been^netjessary to fall bai:k upon 
private enterprise, and we have encouraged the starting of private sf*ed- 
farms to grow departmental seeds. I am asking for a siyn of 
Rs. 10,000 to purchase seeds from the private farms and distribute them 
to the cultivators. This amount will, of coursi*, be uliimajtely recovered 
from the oultivators. 

Provisibn has also been made for irrigation experiments. These are 
of very great importance, specially in Western Bengal. The provision 
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is^made in item No. 2^, page 240, and item No. 26, page 244 oi: the 
printed estimates. These sums, if voted, will enitble us to experiment 
with irrigation both by means of pumping and by means oi tube-wells. 

Next, 1 turn to agricultural education. The demand includes a 
provision for the extension both of secondary and of elementary agricul- 
tural education. For secondary agricultural education, 4^e are ask- 
ing for a grant oi Es. 11,800' to enable us to make a start for a seoond- 
* ary agricultural school at Eangpore. The Eangpore Agricultural 
Association have made 4 generous offer to contribute Es. 10,000 as 
capital cost of the school and Es. 1,800 a year to meet the recurring 
expenses. The farm schools for which the sum of Es. 80,000 is pro- 
vided, are intended to serve two purposes. They will,* in the first place, 
form a demonstration centre for the area in which they arc located, 
^riie teacher will lie of the demonstrator class and will be competent to 
demonstrate to the cultivators of the neighbourhood, the improved 
seeds, manures and processes of the Agricultural Department. They 
will, at the same time, impart elementary agricultural instruction to 
the sons of the cultivators. The details of the scheme are explained 
in the note, and I m^ed not go into them now. They were considered 
at a meeting of the Board of Agriculture at which the members of the 
Standing Committee for Agn-iculture were also present, in April last, 
and our proposals are base<l on the views of the conference. The pro- 
vision of Es. 9,000 for the extension of the sericultural nursery at 
Eiasbary, in the district of Malda, is required to enable the department 
to grow sufhcienl mulb(M*ries to feed tlie worms. At ])resent they have 
to rely largely on ]>urcha.ses from outside, and there is always the risk 
of these being infected, or being capable of infecting M’orms with 
contagious disease. The judicy T)f (lovernment with regard to these 
nurseries was discussed at a conference held in March last, and it was 
decided that Government should not attempt to increase its present 
output of seed, i^s it would probably result in ousting thrv rearers f'rom 
the market. was decided that the jolicy should be to maintain the 
Ifresent output of seed, to give the rearers preference in disposing of 
the seed and to grow sufficient mulberry on the nurseries to feed the 
worms without making purchases from outside. 

In connection witli our new farms, t juovision is made for certain 
establishments and also for the cattle required to cultivate them; at 
the same lime a furtlier sum has had to be included on account of the 
increased cost of feeding the cattle. I am asking for Es. 5,000 for the 
extension of the Agricultuml Farm at Bogra. ^ The existing farm is all 
on r^l soil, and it is necessary that some alluvial soil should be acquired 
to enable us to experiment with the crops suitable for the large alluvial 
tract of the district. 

Then there is a provision for thorough repairs to the buildings and 
roads of the Dacca Farm and of the sericulture nurseries. At present 
these 4)u lid ings and roads are repaired departmentally. The work will 
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be done more efficiently if they are made over* to the I’uhlic Wo »k8 
Department for maiiflenanoe, but before the Public Works Department 
accept the responsibility, we must carry out Aie repairs wjiich will 
bring the roads and buildings up to the Public Works standard. 

1 need not discuss in detail the other provisions for increasing the 
staff. ®heie are for the most part comparatively small, and 1 C4in 
assure the C<pncil that no increase has been sanctioned except where 
it has been shown to be urgent and unavoidably necessary. * • 

As regards the few items to which 1 have not made sjiei ific refer- 
ence, I think the Council will find that ample information has been 
given in the notes, and 1 ask the Council to vote the demand for 
Rs. 1,97,933 in full. 


Mdtions for reduction. 

8KAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: 1 move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,400 under head “ 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 3,” Ih‘ reduced by 
Rs. 400. 

He delivered his speech in Bengali, a translation of which i.s as 
follows : — 

This ine>ai>H an additional expenditure only. Originally the Ihdice 
Inspectors did not get uniform charges from the (ro\ernment. They giet 
these charges now and Rs. 2,400 have, therefore, been ]>rovided for thi{« 
item on account of the uniform charges of eight (ilanders Insjxu tors. 
This exi>enditure is not reasonable. As the l\)liee Inspei tors have he<Mi 
provided with these uniform charges so also these* Olanders InsjH'clors 
should similarly be provided with the same — this is an argument wliitdi 
is far from being consistent and logical. * 

Do you mean that we have to follow the example of tin* Police whose 
uniform charts have been carried in the (/ouncil on ayount of the pri^- 
poiiderance of the votes on the Government side or through j)ersuation 
or coercion? A comparison has been drawn between Calcutta and 
Bombay. If the Police charges in Bombay are greater than those in 
Calcutta, either as I have just observed, on account of the jirejKinderance 
of votes on the Government sicfe or for some reason or other, and if 
these charges are totally unreasonable, I fail to ipprec-iate why Calcutta 
8ho%ld follow in the footsteps of Bombay in this resjK‘ct. llie Bengal 
Government have not paid for these chaises up till now. 1 should 
rather advocate that the amount which iias been realised by sucking the 
life-blood of the people ought to be spent in some other highe^ and ^ 
nobler cause. ^ 

Reasonings have become unavailing and our cry is like a cry in the 
wilderness. However, instead of revising the whole demand stf 
Rs. 2,400, •! should like to reduce only 400, and move for the grant 
of Rs. 2,000 at the rate of Rs. 250 for each of the eight inspectA*s. 
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•• In this connection lei me add that no details have been furnished in the 

remarks column of the Budjjret Estimate, but I take it that this has 
been calculated on the lines of the ^police grant. In these hard days, 
Sir, it would be, I think, proper and prudent if the charges are fixed 
reasonably. A sum of Rs. 800 for each uniform seems extraordinarily 
high. It is extravagant. To my mind, Rs. 250 is quifh Sufficient. 
Many members of this House may treat Rs. 40() as aa insignificant 
'reduction, but' my idea is that this will serve as an object-lesson to 
other officers. Besides, Rs. 400 per annum is not a petty sum. It 
will cost you Its. 50,000 or Hs. 60,000 to ac(juire a property from which 
Rs. 400 may be derived as an annual ificome. 

The report of the Retrenchment Fonnnittee will soon be out. Why 
not wait and see? Anyway, J hope that the llon’ble the Mini'-ter in 
charge will do* immense good to the country by minimising the 
expenditure in this item. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Fp to the y(‘ar 1012, the (Handers Inspectors were 
supplied with free uniform by (loveiiimenl . In that year, the free 
supply of uniform was abolished on the ground that it had l)een aboli- 
shed for the Inspectors of tlu‘ Calcutta Police. The free supply of 
unifonn for Insi>ectors of the C’alcutta Police has now been sanctioned 
again. Our ground for withholding the privilege fiom the Glanders 
Inspectors, therefore, falls to the ground, and 1 think it is only just 
to these men that they should also be supplied with free uniforms. *** 
The cost pro|X)sed to be allowed for each set is the same as) that 
sanctioned for the Calcutta Police. T ask the (\)uncil to reject this 
motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Mauivi A, K. FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 move that the demand of Rs. 8,000 
under head ‘‘ 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 0 ” l)e refusedf. 

When money hai)pens to be somehow plentiful in the public coffers, 
many a silly proposal may be put forward by Government for accept- 
ance by this Council. But, Sir, this proix>sal for the appointment of 
an ex}>ert officer for cnttle-bn'eding seems in point of silliness hard to 
beat. Ordinary comnjon sense says that for the puri)08e of improving 
or increasing the breed of cattle we require something other than expert 
officers, however high their salaries may l)e and however full of Euro- 
pean qualifications. In tlie note we read that the question of the 
improvement of cattle-breeding in Bengal has been the subject of dis-^ 
cussSon in the Bengal Legislative Council. I am extremely sorry that 
the discussion^ in the Bengal Legislative Council should have led to 
nothing greater than the proposal for the appointment of an expert 
officers lor the purpose of improving cattle-breeding. Then, Sir, we 
read that this question has been the subject of careful consideration by 
Gov^ment. I sincerely wish that all this care and consideration 
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had been reserved bv (jroveniineiit for some otl^»r useful i>ur|xyse. Then, 
Sir, we read that tne services of a cattle- breed injj exjH'rt are essential 
for the preparation of a detailed scheme. What a schemo of cattle- 
breeding may be passes my com]>reheusion. It is said that it is ]iro- 
posed to appoint the expert for a term of thre<' years. (i(HHl Heaveus * 
The ultinfkte exptMiditure is Rs. 10,000 a year, and in three years we 
shall have W spend about lialf a lakh for the purpose of employ nig an 
expert officer alone! I submit that this is not the way in wliich tlfe 
tax-payer’s money should be spent. If the ]>rojK)sal were for the pur- 
chase of some stud-bulls, the ('ouncil would be too glad to sanction the 
money required. But 1 ojqiose mo.st strongly this ])ro]H>sal for the 
appointment of an e\']>ert oHit'cr on Rs. 1,000 a month plus travelling 
allowance of Rs. 200 a month. No case' has bemi made out, and the 
statement is not sufficiei^t to convince the imunlHus of this House. 
With these few words, 1 oppos(‘ th(‘. demand. 

Babu KI^ORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Without taking up much 
time of the (huincil, 1 simply beg to supixirt tin* motion moved by my 
friend, Maiilvi Fazl-ul Haej. 1 o])])os(‘ the demand as 1 think that such 
a costly arrangement is not necessaiT, and it can very w^dl In* done 
otherwise. I do not think we shall be justified in sinuiding so much 
money on ay apyK>intment like this. 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN: In these hard 
days, we should be careful not to ajqMiint more officers. The question 
is whether it is necessary to aiipoint an ex|)eit (attle-hreiuling officer. 
Everyone knows that it is not m'cessary to apiK)int an ofticer for that 
purpose. Cattle-breeding farms may be erix ted and catth' may be bred 
by keeping good bulls, and it is not ne<essary to engagi' an ex|x*rt 
officer for that purpose on Rs. 1,000 }h‘I moiflh. J also adopt that 
arguments which have been jnit forwanl by Maulvi ha/.l-ul Ibup 

Rai HAI{^NDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I have l;ttl< to add what 
has been said by Maulvi Fazl-ul Ilaq. In tlu' note mjijxuuhHl to this 
demand, it is said that this question has been tin* subject of discussion 
in the Bengal Legislative (kmnril. Since- when tin* ( lovernment has 
developed so much regard for the wishes of the Legislative ('oumdl I 
do not know, but the appointment of an expert in eattle-liriHuliiig is 
certainly not what the Legislative Council defiired. On the contrary, 
wllat the Legislative Council wanted was something altogether different. 
On the 6tli September, 1921, Mr. Pra.saifna Deh Raikut nuivcd the 
following resolution : — • 

This Council recommends to the Government that early steps be taken to j^iprove^ 
the breed of cattle in Bengal — 

(«i) by providing suitable bulls; 

(h) by providing grazing-grounds; , 

(c) by encouraging the system of oidigonous veterinary treatment; and 

(d) by •offering prizes, rewards and cups in the local hdts and meldt for good 

oattla. * 
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And Government has n«t thought fit to provide for any of these items 
although the Minister in^charge observed in reply— 

The moyer ha's suggested four means by which the breed of cattle in Bengal 
can be improved. In the first place, he asks for the provision of suitable bulls 
I am well aware of the fact that the existing number of bulls maintained by local 
bodies and Government for breeding purposes is hopelessly insuflScient. Matters 
are therefore being put in train for providing stud-bulls throughout the province. 


,The' paucity oi good breeding bulls was admitted by^ the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge, yet be has not thought fit to budget any sum for 
the removal of this want. On the contrary he compliments the Legis- 
lative Council by simply providing for the appointment of an expert 
officer in cattle-breeding on Es. 1,000 a month. Moreover, I maj' here 
remind the House of one thing. The United Provinces Government has 
got an expert in cattle-breeding on Rs. 750 a month, but the Bengal 
Government is going to provide for an initial pay of Rs. 1,000. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED; It is an admitted 
fact that 75 per cent, of the population of Bengal live on agriculture. 
Agriculture is the most impoiiant subject to which we must pay our 
attention. To carry on agriculture, we recpiire strong and stout bulls 
and bullocks and it is also an admitted fact that the breed of cattle at 
present obtained in Bengnl is much inferior to what is obt^^ined in other 
countries. In the district boards also, we are trying to kejep stud- 
bulls and thereby, in a humble way, we are trying to improve the breed 
of cattle, but we are left without any .efficient officer and without pro- 
jier advice. We are left to sending our veterinary officers for purchase 
of bulls which will be suitable for particular districts. These officers 
lio|>ele88ly lack knowledge which is essentially necessary for the proper 
selection of bulls fo" particular districts. What is being done at 
]*r(‘sent? At present experiments are going on in the Eangpur Faim 
as well as in the Dacca Farm. Two systems obtain in the Eangpur 
I’aiin : — ' . ^ 

(1) The covering of the countrj^ cows with the local variety of 

improved and healthy strong and stout bulls. By that 
method some improvement has been effected. 

(2) There is another exj^riment, that is, covering the local cows 

with Hissari bulls, and this experiment has given very satis- 
factory results. 4 

In order to avail ourselw3s of the advantages that have been derived 
from the experiments in the Eangpur Farm, we require the help of an 
exiK'jd gentleman who can give us proper advise and help in the selec- 
tion of the proper variety of bulls. In the Dacca Farm also, an experi- 
ment is going on of covering the variety of red and black cows a 

kind of cows that originally cume from Burma, but have now become 
common in the districts of Dacca and Chittagong — by a kind of bulls 
calledtScindhi, and this has also given very satisfactory results both in 
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the shape of improved physique of the cows as# well as greater power of 
giving milk. So we must carry on this sort, of exin^riment with new 
variety of bulls that are to be found in India* or we mlvy import them 
from other countries. For this puri)o8e we must take the help of an 
expert officer, who can usefully advise us in the selection of the projH^r 
variety of*I>ull8 which are suitable for cows of a |Kirticular district. 
I can tell this House that the bull which is suitable fqr cows in Hir- 
bhum is not suitable for those in Pabna. Therefore, we must take th^ 
help of an officer who can exactly tell us for what particular district 
what sort of bull must be imported, and in order to serve that purjmse 
our Minister must try to get hold of an officer who can advise him 
with due regard to the condition and (juality of the cows that are obtained 
in the various districts of Bengal which are quite different from the 
others. So I strongly opyose this motion for refusing the demand. 

Mf. 8YED NA8IM ALI: It is an admitted fact that the Department 
of Agriculture was practi(‘ally in its infancy when the Reforms came 
into existence. We also know- that the members of this blouncil have 
again and again urged that our Minister has done nothing so far ns the 
improvement of agriculture in this province is conc erned He has come 
with a defiiij^te proi>osal and a definite schc’im' and he wants money for 
that purpose, and we find that some of the memlK*rs of this Council 
are of opinion that this particular scheme would lx- of no practic^aJ 
effect and, therefore, this demand must be refusc*cl. Itut to me it seems, 
Sir, as my friend, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Wasimuddin .\hmc'd, has 
jK)inted out, that the members who are oj>j>osing tins chunand arc* under 
a misapprehension. Tlie object of having an e\{K*rt is not to increase 
(he number of bulls simply. Tlie object is to wnprovc* the cjuality of 
Ihe cattle in this province. You may huvc‘ any number of bulls in a 
particular district and any number of cow-s and by c’rossiiig them you 
cannot get Aat particular cattle which you desire to^iavc*. It has In^en 
found on exjieriment that by cross-breeding — of ccnirie after projwi 
f^lectioii — you get a better type of cattle, and for tliat reason expert 
advice is absolutely necessary. It is not possible for laymen to advise 
whether a Birbhum stud-bull should be c rossed with a ('hittagong cow. 
But it has been found on experiment that if j)rc)j)er bulls are selected 
aryl if cross-breeding takes place according to the sc icTitific*- mcdhod, 
then not only can we get bett«* cattle in the next generation, but 
we also get a large quantity of milk. I *liave been (old that the new 
breed goes on giving an increase in file milk-supply in a cjertain pro- 
portion — I exactly forget whether in an arithmetical or geonfetricak 
progression. These things go to show that any practic al efforts to 
improve agriculture must be preceded by experimentn. We have got 
enough lands in this country, also enough seeds, but for want of expert 
advice as* to what sort of manure should be applied to what kind of 
soil, the result is that we do not even get the actual product wtich we 
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oug^^t to Vet. Followingothat principle, the same thing is going to be 
applied to cattle-breeding. The object is not simply to have cattle- 
breeding in the ordinary stnse of the word, but rather to improve the 
quality of the cattle in the province, so that the quantity of milk may be 
increased. There is a cry in the province that we must take steps for 
increasing the milk-supply. If we can improve the quality of 4he cattle, 
it will give more, and more milk and that can he only doqf by cross- 
breeding after proper selection of bulls, and that can be done by expert 
advisers. 

With these remarks, I think it is my duty to oppose the motion of 
Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq. 


The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The urgency of improving the breed of cattle in llengal " 
is generally recognised and (he question has been fiequently the sub- 
ject of discussion in this Council. Since the year 1913, experiments 
have been earned on in breeding at the Rangjuir Cattle Farm and definite 
results are now in view, but if the breeding of cattle in Bengal is to be 
practically Ixuiefited, it is necessary to take ii]> oiKU’atioiis on a lai'ger 
scale. It has even been suggested that a cattle section should be attaclied 
to every district farm in the jirovince. I recently had afi oppoitunity 
of consulting the Imperial Dairy Kxpert as to the policy whi( h we 
should adojit with regard to cattle-breeding. He advised me that the 
first stfp necessary was to appoint an officer with expert knowledge of 
the subject, for, at present w(‘ have not in the dejxirtment any officer 
who has specialised in cattle-bn^eding. The Imi)erial Dairy ExihuT is 
an officer of wide exi>erience and of great knowledge in the subject, 
and I have, therefore, ^lecided to accept his advice. 1 have jinqKised 
that a cattle s|H‘cialist should be apjniinted for a period of three years 
only. In the (*ourse of these three years there is every reason to believe 
that he wdll be ablp to train' uj) some of our officers to carryion the work 
when liis agreement expires. The cost, therefore, is very mo<lerate, 
and in view of this and of the importance of starting operations on a 
sound line of jHilicy, I ask the Council to approve of the proposal and 
to reject this motion. 

The motion was then jmt and a divisibn taken with the following 
result: — 

fAYES. * 


Aftal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. ^ 
Munad, Maulvi Raft Uddin. 
may, Mrf B. Mahboob. 

Aaam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
BhaUaoharJI, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kithorl Mohan. 

Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. ^ 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hallzar 
RaMnan. 

Chaudhurl^ Ral Harondranath. 


Oe, Babu Fanindraial. 

Outta, Babu indu Bhuthan. 

Chose, Mr. D. C. 

Haq, Maulvi A. K. FazHil. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Hussain, Mauhrl Muhammad Madastur. 
Khan, Babu Dovondra LaL 
Mahramali, Munthl. « 

Mukharjl, Babu tatlsh Chandra. 
Naskor, Mirza Muhammad All. 
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PaMtwaiit Mauhrl Mtf. AMul iubbar. 
Ray, Kumar thlto tlMkhar^lprar. 

Ray CftatutlMiii, Ralni Rrejandra KIthar. 
Roy, Rabu Nailnl Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Rljoy Prooad llngh. 

Roy, Wal R— — ■ -lit Mohan tingh. 


Roy, Raja Mellon tlngh. 
Sarkar, tabu Jogoth Chandrg. 
tinha, Babu Jurondra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Br. M • 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hattan. • 


NOE8. 


Ahifiod, Khan BahMdur Mauivl Wasimuddin. 
All, Mr. fyod Natim. 

Banorjoa, tlio Hon’blo Sir turondra Nath. 
Chaudhurl, Mauivl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon'blo tho Nawab Salyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Donald, Mr. 4. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqul, Mr. K. C. M- 
French, Mr. F. C. 

Coode, Mr. S. W. 
jcarim, Mauivl Faiiul. 

Kerr, the Hon‘ble Sir John. 

Khan, Mrf Razaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

The Ayes being 30 and the No 


I Maharajadhlraja Bahadur of Burda 
the Hon'ble the 
MoAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

MIttcr, the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. 

I Mukherji, Professor t. C. 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R. 

I Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur 
Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish 
Chandra. 

I Roy, Mr. J. N. 

I Spry, Mr. H. E. 
i Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 
hfalsh, Mr. C. P. 

Wilson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

i‘s 28, the motion wsis carried. 


The following motions, standing in the name of Maiilvi A. K. Fazl- 
ul Ha(j, were then, by leave of the (’onneil, withdrawn. 

''That th^ demand of Ks. 1,841 under hea<l ‘ 34.— Agriculture,’ 
for an additional Provincial Service ollicer for the Kajsliahi Farm, be 
refused.” 


“ That the demand of Its. 473 under head ‘ 34.— Agric ulture,’ for 
the deputiition of a district agricultural officer for training in poultry 
work, be refused.” 


Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; 1 move tlfat the demand of 
Rs. 28,000 under head “34. — Agriculture — Scheme 11,“ for the jiro- 
vision of 20 d^trict agricultural offic<*rs for subdivisions, hie refused.” 

1 do not wi.sh to take up the time of tliis (’onncil by gnaking a very 
long speech, and I will briefly indicate my reasons why 1 ojijiose this 
demand. As far as my own jier.sonal exjN*rience gws, the distric.t 
agricultural officers, who are already employed in the dejairtmeiii, have 
not got much work to do. In st^jne cases I have found that these dist- 
rict officers only sell seeds to the public, a functi(fn which can very well 
be performed by any ordinary’ hania in the city. I do not understand 
that the work of the department has so farvincreased as to necessitate 
the appointment of so many district agric^ilturai officers. If the Hon’ble 
Minister can satisfy us that there is a real demand for so many officers, 
We shall only be too glad to vote the money, but, as at present advised, 
I feel sure that there is no need for so many officers, iwirtioularly in view 
of the fact that the officers who are already in the department have not 
got much work in hand. 

With these few words, I beg leave to oppose this demand. 



548 


DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


[12th July 


t Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I to support Maulvi 
A. K. Fazl-ul Haq’s motion for the refusal of this uemand. In connec- 
tion with, the ■Noting of grants when the principal budget was under 
consideration, we had occasion to remark that *the Detriment of Agri-» 
cull lire was one of the most staff-ridden departments and that more than 
50 per cent, of the total expenditure for agriculture was s^^allowed by 
establishment charges and by the cast of supervision. Council will 
•rememl)er that the total estimated expenditure for superintendence and 
supervision in connection with this department came up to the heavy 
figure of Rr. 4,73,000 this year, although in the previous year 1921-22, 
it covered only Rs. 4,12,000, that is, in spite of the financial diflBculties it 
was thought fit to increase these charges by about Rs. 01,000, so that the 
total charges for establishment and the cost of supervision under this 
head now came up to Rs. 4,73,000. Further, it should be remembered 
ihat this year in the principal budget itself several reductions were pro-^ 
posed by the Government with regard to some other items of expendi- 
ture under this head entailing heavy curtailment of almost all the bene- 
ficent activities of this department. Thus, on referring to the princi{)al 
budget, it will be seen that a reduction of 17 jx^r cent, has been effected 
so far as expenditure on experimental farms is conceimed. A very large 
reduction of Rs. 74,500 or more than 75 per cent, of the expenditure 
has been effected so far as agricultural exi)eriments are concerned. As 
regards the provision for seed stores, the Hon’ble Minister has just said 
that there has been a great demand for seeds. Well, the expenditure 
under this head also has been cut down by Rs. 12,000, i.c., by 45 per cent. 
And in this supplementary budget the Hon’ble Minister has not thought 
fit to provide even that much, but only Rs. 10,000 for seeds. Yet, when 
the activities of the Department of Agriculture, so far as new schemes, 
and the schemes which will ultimately improve the agricultural outlook 
and prospects of the province are concerned, aic so ruthlessly curtailed, 
this department's going to provide Rs. 28,000 for fedditional staff 
work and increase the cost of .supervision and establishment charges by 
no less an amount than Rs. 78,960 per annum. This is the heaviest 
item of recurring expenditure provided for in the supplementary budget. 
The Council will note that it is a demand only for strengthening the 
staff of the department ; it will provifie neither for researches nor for 
more demonstration, not even for agricultural education. The Goyem- 
meiit has got a full-fledged scheme for agricultural education which it 
styles as an inexpensive one; yet it does not see its way to provide 
sufficient money to carry out \he scheme ! Only Rs. 30,000 has been 
provided for farm schools and a recurring expenditure of Rs. 1,800 
hau been provided for only because the Rangpur Agricultural Associa- 
tion have offered Rs. 10.000 as initial outlay. Had this sum, i.e., the 
recurring expenditure of Rs. T'^,000 been provided for agricultural educa- 
tion, in course of three or four years, Bengal wcffild ha^e been pro- 
vided with a net work of agricultural schools and institutions, but it 
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was not so fortunate. It ia a demand for ft lengthening* or racier 
augmenting the estAlishment charges lor further draining tlie slendei' 
resources of the province and not for adding ^to them.* 

In that view, Sir, I beg to sup}K)rt the motion and oppose the 
demand. 

Maulvi^MAHAtffMED MADA88UR HUSSAIN : 1 t)eg io support 
Maulvi Fazl-#1 Ha(fs motion that the provision of ‘JO llistriet agwicul- 
tural officers be refused. 

If, Sir, the appointment of 20 more subdivisinnul agricultiiml 
officers improves the agricultural state of the j^rovince, I should be the 
first person to support the H(»n’b]e Minister’s tlemaml, but tlu* ijuestion 
is whether agriculture can be improxed in this way 1 am of opinion 
that the apfxiintment of 29, dO, 40 or even more district agricultural 
officers will not in any witv improve the agriculture of the jirovince; 
therefore, I support the motion of Maulvi Fazl-ul llaq. 

I chine from the mufassal, from a rural area, and 1 ( an sax from my 
personal experience that these agricultural otfiecrs are of no use to ns at 
all. Firstly, xvliat are they doing? They go somexvhere in the districts 
and only tell the people that some sort of manure xx ill improve some 
particular crojis. They are not nhle to tour (hronghont tlo' disliict ; 
they go only*to some siH'cified locality and 1(41 the peasants iheri* that 
certain manures will improv’e their agrieultnrc*. It is said that these 
officers should l>e ap]unnte(l in ordm to facilitati* th(‘ woik ol th(‘ distri- 
bution of improved seeds. Now, Sir, these improved s(‘eds may he dislri- 
huted in other ways than by the appointment of distriit agricultural 
officers. This may Im* done xvith the help of the demonstrators, throiigli 
the help of thana officers, through union hoard or through the pamdia- 
yet. So where then is the necessity of appoint inj? 20 more agricultunil 
officers for the distribution of the seeds? It is also said that for the 
supervision o^he demonstrators in the interior, it is necessary that these 
officers should be appointed. There are demonst rators iiind an agricul- 
tural officer already at the beaebjuarters of every dislrii t. \\ ith the help 
of these demonstrator.s, demonstration can be canied on in the interior 
and these demonstration <‘aii he su])ervis(*d by the agi icultnral officer 
who resides at the district headyiiarters. Iherefoie, it is not nec essai’y’ 
to appoint these district agricultural officers for^tlie distribution of seed 
or lor carrying on demonstraion in the interior. My ojonion is that the 
appointment of more and more officers wilUnot at all imiirove the agri- 
culture of the province. The peasant ^lopulation residing in the rural 
areas already know' very well how' tocuJtix'ate the land, how the outtum 
of their lands may be increased by the application of, and by th(‘ use of, 
manures, and similar things. What they w'ant is ‘money. What they 
want is irrigation, and not district agiicultural officers. If you can 
make provision for watering their lands, if you can provide these peasants 
with money, then and then only will they get real benefit frt^ the 
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imijroved seeds. It is absurd to appoint agriculturi^l officers to help the 
agriculture of the province. Let me repeat once again that unless and 
until we c/in mdke suitable arrangements for irrigation, for providing the 
peasants with money, we shall not be able to improve the agriculture of^ 
the land, although you may appoint one officer for every village. 

For all these reasons, I have decided to support the mdtion of my 
friend, Maulvi A- K. Fazl-ul'Haq, and I earnestly appeal^to the House 
-to refuse this demand. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 beg to support the 
motion of my friend, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. The details show that 
there is a recurring ex|)enditure of Hs. 7H,91G. This year only 
Rs. 28,000 is reciuired. I do not think such a heavy sum ought to be 
Hj>ent over the appointment of district agricultural officers. Their duty 
is the distribution of improved seeds and te conduct demonstration in 
the interior. Demonstration is of no use in the interior; it will only 
add to the traveling allowance of the departmental officers. The 
improved seeds may be distributed by demonstrators. Tliere is a demand 
for 50 additional demonstrators in this budget. Tliey may easily dis- 
tribute the seeds. Some scholarships may be created for the benefit of 
the cultivators’ sons, but such a heavy sum ought not to he sf)ent over 
the appointment of more agricultural offi(*ers. It is of dio use and I 
opjwse vhe demand and hojH* the Council will also do so. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: 1 just want to bring to the 
notice of this Council a little information about this matter. Only this 
morning at the (/ 0 -oj)erative Conference held at the Dalhousie Institute, 
His Excellency the Governor was pleased to state that the ((uestioTi as to 
the desirability or otherwise of .seed distribution by Government should 
be seriously considered and he sugested that it would be b<dter that 
private agencies should take up the work. In view of such a statement 
from the Head of the Government, I do not think tha\, the Hon’ble 
Minister is just^iried in asking for this money. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED; All these amend- 
ments seek to curtail the grants that are intended to improve the 
agriculture of the province. There is much misapprehension as to the 
proi>er functions of these agricultural officers. My friend Maulvi Fazl-ul 
Haq has said the duties of these officers is confined to the distribu- 
tion of seeds; while Babu Indu Bfeushan Dutta has said that that part 
of the business is going td be transferred to private agency. In that 
case ♦ 

The DEPUTY-PRE8IDENT: I hope the Khan Bahadur will try to 
be as brief as possible. 

Khm Bahadur Maulvi WABIMUDDIN AHMED: I am opposing all 
th^se amendments. I am not going to take much time and I shall 1)6 
as briftf as possible. 
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If, as His Excellen§5^ has said, the distrihiitio^i of seeds is going 
l)e done by private agency, then this dei>artinent|Oiight to^lx* abolished 
altogether. Perhaps the inenit)ers of tliis are awarl^ that 

research work is going on in the farms at Dacca. There are three 
di.stinct functions of the district agricultural otticers ; the first is to 
demonstrate tJie results obtained at the research ‘farms at local farms 
which we establfeh in every district; in the se(‘Oiid ]>la(‘e, wlfen it is foutid 
that the new croi>s obtained by research prospM- well in the farms; it 
is the next business of the agricultural officer to introduce these things 
into the irterior of the country; in the third place, it is his husinses to 
demonstrate these things in individual cases with the Indp of the 
demonstrators. These are the three functions; and it is not his juimary 
function to distribute the seed only. 

Now, some of the supput^rs of the resolution have alrea<ly said that 
the district agricultural officer cannot be exiK*cte<l to go to every ]mrt 
of the dwtrict. His activity must In* confined to a smaller area. We 
know that a district is a vast area and the conditions obtaining in 
different parts of the province vary to a considerable extent. Then the 
conditions in a sulxlivision are not the same as those* obtaining in 
another. If one kind of expuiment is successful in one part of the 
subdivision, it if not likely to he suceessful in another part. Therefore, 
each officer should take up that particular variety of ex]>priment which 
is likely to be successful; for this purpose every subdivision must have 
an agricultural officer, as, for instance, in the Pahna district, there are 
some areas which are essentially fit for pdato and for tians]>lan1ed winter 
paddy. 1 he Serajgaiij subdivision is essentially fit for jute cultnation. 
We cannot exi>ect that the same officer residing at Tahna will have 
sufficient time to go over the whole of the district aifd to find out what 
particular crop is suitable for that pirt of the district. I'or example, 
hidrasail paddy has been found to be a most heavy yielding eioj). If 
an offieer has to try expuiments with the help of demon sfr^tors in iirder 
to give pioper instruction to these demonstrators, we should require an 
increase in the number of agricultural officers for the subdivisions. 
If you want that the hulrasail paddy should lie demonstrated, then the 
officer in the Sadar subdivision should have four or five deinonslrahus 
to help him and with the help of these demon.stratois he (smld intrfxluee 
the Indramil paddy to the areas where the transplantation of winter 
fiaddy obtains. Then again, if he finds^by den^onstration in the district 
farms that the cultivation of paddy is likel.^ to he a very fwiying concern 
to a particular districi, he will have to demonstrate and intrmluoe it to 
the individual farms. For that puriK)se, an increased numW of officers 
is required. We cannot expect one officer to introduce poddy through- 
out the district as the conditions of the soil generally vary in different 
parts of the (^strict, one part may be suitable for potato while another 
may be suitable for paddy. So one single officer cannot cope with |he 
work which wiU entail upon him for the demonstration of then- things 
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jn the individual fan^s and then to individual cultivators. In order to 
give proper education, the number of demonstralfyrs should be increased, 
for which we have bden crying hoarse for some time past. Fonnerly, 
the Agricultural Department was a top-heavy dejKirtment, but t^e 
Hon’ble Minister is now moving in the right direction by increasing 
the number of agricultural officers and demonstrators. • So I submit 
that it is bi\t proper that the members of this Counci]^ should help the 
Minister by providing him these officers so that the results obtained in 
the research farms may be brought nearer the doors of cultivators. 

Of course my friend Maulvi Mahammed Madassur Hussain has said 
that unless we can provide for irrigation facilities, it is no good appoint- 
ing a number of Jigriculiural officers. It is quite true. At the same 
time, it is not reasonable that because we cannot do one thing, we 
should abstain from doing the other. Nobody can say that, by the 
efforts of the Deixirtment of Agriculture, we have gained nothing. We 
have improved the (Uiltivation of jute by the introduction of tl^e Kakaya 
Bombay jute. These things have their use in their own way. It seems 
essential that the results obtained at the researches should be introduced 
in the inleiior by the help of these officers. I, therefore, think that the 
Council should do well to vote solid in favour of the amount required 
for the entertainment of these officers. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahachir being absent, the following 
motion standing in his name was deemed to bo withdrawn : — 

That the demand of Rs. 28,000 for the juovision of 20 district 
agricultural offi(*ers for subdivisions under head ‘ <34. — Agriculture — 
Scheme 11 ’be reduced to Rs. 15,000.” 

MaiHvi MUH/tMMAD ABIHiL iTUBBAR PAHLOWAN: I had no 

mind tatake part in the working of this session of the Council, because 
all our cry is nothing but a cry in the wilderness. JThe Council has 
given their ^ote in favour of many useless items of exi^enditure that 
were put before it ; so I do not see any reason why we should not pass 
this grant also. 

With these words, I beg to oppose the motions. 

Thv HoiPMe tti# Nawab BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadar: I have frequently been told, both in the Countf^il and 
outside, that the Department of Agriculture fails to keep in touch with 
the actual cultivators of th^ soil, and to bring to their notice the 
improvements which have been worked out by th^ scientific experts of 
the department. It is on the district agricultural officers and demon- 
Btiwtors that we rely for keeping in touch with the cultivators, and any 
failure of the department ta bring those improvements to the notice of 
the- agricultural cjasaes, As simply due to the fact that we have not 
»u®oient officers of these grades. In a resolution issued in 1919, the 
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Government announcedjhat its policy was to aim %t providing a demon# 
strator for every police-station in Bengal. An increase in the number 
of district agricultural officers is a necessary corohary to aS increase in 
the number of demonstrators. We cannot jdace a demonstrator in a 
rural area and leave it to his discretion to do such work as he pleases. 
Sui>ervision i^ essential. The demonstrator, though he is sufticiently 
trained for the pirposes for which he is employed, is not a «nan of much 
educn,tion or capable of assuming much res|)onsibility. To guide and 
advise him in his work, a district agricultural officer is necessary, and 
if we are to have a demonstrator for every i>olice-shition in Bengal, we 
must have at least one district agricultural officer for every subdivision 
in the province. In fact, in many of the larger subdivisions, 1 think 
one officer will be found to be insufficient. For the prtvsent, however, 
we are merely asking for 20^more officcus of this (dass. The DirecUir 
of Agriculture has furnished me with a list of subdivisions to which they 
will be pphted and of the work which each of tlicm will be recjuired to 
do there. I can assure the Founcil that this work is of the utmost 
imf>ortance and value and will be of direct benefit to the cultivators. 
Wherever 1 have gone on tour, either in the district or in the subdivision, 
I was much impressed with the crying demand for demonstration on 
the part of the l^caJ i)eople. 

I, therefore, ask the Council to reject t’ic.(‘ motions. 

The motion l)eing put, a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


Afiai, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Mim«d| Maulvl Rah Uddin. 

Barma. Rai Sahib Panehanan. 
Bhatlaoharji, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Klehorl Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Ta^anath. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl trah Muhammad. 
Chaiidhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Of, Babu Fanindralal. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fail-ul. 

Haq, Shah Syod Emdadul. 

Hussain, Maulvl Mahammed Madassur. 
Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 


At , Jahadur Maulvl Wasimuddin. 

AH, Mr. Syod Natlni. 

Banorjaa, tha Hon’blo.SIr Surondra Nath. 
Banarjat, Ral Bahadur Ablnas Chandra. 
Chaudburl, Khan Bahadur Maulvl HaBiar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhurl, tha Hon'bia tha Nawab Salyld 
Naarab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Danald, Mr. J. 

Shr. H. P.o 
tmaraan, Mr. T. 

Faraqui, Mr. K. 0. M* 


AYES. 

, Makramali, Munshl. 

Mukharjl, Babu Satlsh Chandra. 

{ Nahey, Mirza MuhaAimad All. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra Kishor. 
Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur* Kshaunish 
Chandra. • 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lain Mohan Singh. 
Roy, Raja Manlioll Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

SInha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 


NOES. 

o 

Frcnoh, Wlr.*F. C. 

Ooodc.Mr. S. W. 

Karim; Maulvl Failul. 

Korr, the Hon’ble Sir John. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lans, Mr. J. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur at Burdara 
tha ^*hlo tha 
MoAipin, Mr. M. e. 

Mittor, tha Mofi*bla Mr. P. 0. 

Proatlfo, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahhn, ttio Hafi*hlt Sir Ahd^tr. 
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Roy, Mr. Bijoyprotad Singh.^ 
Hoy, Mr. J. N. 

Spry, Mr. H. E. 

•uhrawardy, Dih Haisan. i 


•wan, Mr. d. A. L. 

Malth, Mr. C«F. 

Wilton, Lloutonant*Coiontl R. P. 
I Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes ])eiIJ^>: 26, and the Noes 29, the motion was lost. , 
The followinpf luotioiis, standing in the name of Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul 
Haq, were, hv leave of the Council, withdrawn: — * 


“ That the demand of Rs. 11,200 under head ‘ 34 •— Agriculture — 
Scheme 12 ’ for the provision of 50 additional demonstrators, be 
refused.” 


“ That tlie demand of Hs. 1,960 under head ‘ 34. — ^Agriculture — 
Scheme 13 ’ l)eing Uie jnovision for additional staff under ex[>ert otticers, 
be refused.'^ 


“ That the demand of Us. 13,500 under head ‘ 34. — Agriculture — 
Scheme 19 ’ l)eing the inovision for additional cattle for farms and 
increased cost of food, be refused.” 


Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: I move that the demand for 
Us. 5,000 under head ” 34. — Agric'iulture — Experimental Farms — 
Scheme 20 ” be reduced by Ue. 1. 

11 is for accjuiring fresh lands for another fann at Bogra that this 
demand is made, the old one having })roved a failiye, 1 am sure 
through the fault of a so-called expert to sele(*t a suitable site. The 
CouiK'il should be eJilighteiied as to who this exjiert is, what action has 
been taken against him, and what he is now. J suggest the rcMluction 
of the grant, unless all these are promised to be done. 


SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRICUL- 
TURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. J. A. L. Swan); I think the member has 
delivered a sjieech*' which he jirepared for another item. We are at 
juesent discussing item No. 2S3, whic'h has nothing to do with what 
he has said. 

• * 

Tha DEPUTY-PRESIDENT: I think there is some mistake, 
Uaja Sahib. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY; I am sorry. In that case, T 
cannot but withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was, b>; leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQf ” That the demand of Rs. 5,000 
under head * 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 21,' for the establishment of 
a farm for conducting experiments with crops on the alluvial soils of 
the Bogra district, be refused.” 

Maulvi A. K« FAZL*UL NAQ: I move that the demand of Rs. 10,000 
under head ” 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 23,” being a lifmp provision 
for«the purchase of pare seed from private seed-farms, be refused. 
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The reason why move this motion isi thrft the note given in tfiis 
book does not explain in sufficient clearness why this demand has been 
made. It means an expenditure of Rs. lO.Olfc) every j^ear, •and I do 
• not understand the neceiisity for these purchases, nor the places from ^ 
which these purchases are to be* made. In this state of uncertainty 
as to the ufility of the demand, 1 have lieen led to move this motion for 
refusal of th% demand. As I do not know much uhou^ the subject, I 
cannot say anything more. 1 put this motion before the Council fof 
discussion. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I have already explained the necessity for this grunt 
in my speech moving that the demand be voted. The demand for 
departmental seeds, such as jute and j)addy and for sugar-cane cuttings 
has been steadily increasing, and it is now (juite impossible for the 
departjnent to meet it from the existing wed-farms. Accordingly, the 
department has encouraged tlu‘ starting of private farms for the propa- 
gation of departmental see<ls. These farms are insjH‘ct<‘d hy the officers 
of the department, and when the seed is ready it is jiurchased from 
them. It is then sold to the cultivators at a piict‘ winch covers the 
cost to the ^department. The scheme does not uf’tually, thmefore, 
involve any cost to the (loveriiment. The sum of Rs. 1(1. ()()() for which 
the demand is made will be recoufxul by ]-cco\cr\ lioni (he <iil(ivators 
to whom the seed is s(dd. As, however, under tlie Ac(>oun( rules, 
receipts are not available for exjHUiditure, luit must be credited to Govern- 
ment, it is necessary to make provision on the exp<Miditur(‘ side of the 
Budget for the purchase of seeds. This bramdi of the work ot the 
Department of Agriculture is, perhaps, more •appreciated than any 
other by the actual cultivators, and at (he same turn* il costs (Io\cin- 
ment nothing. 

I therefore ask the Council to reject this motion. 

Mauivi A. K, FAZL-UL HAQ: 1 am perfectly satisfied with this 
explanation. T am sorry that I had to trouble the llon’ble Minister in 
this connection, but I must say that the note given in this bo(.k is 
very insuflScient. However, I f)eg leave to witjidraw the motion. 

♦The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

RaJ« MANILOLL SiNCH ROy: I move that the demand of 
R». 1,950 under head ‘‘ 34.— Agriculture— Agricultural ExrxuimentH— ^ 
Scheme 24 '' be refused. 

I see, Sir, that this relates to a demand of Rs. 1,950 to instal a pump- 
ing plant for demonstration of irrigatioif by raising water, etc., and the 
recurring charges of which would be Rs. 50 a month besides the annual 
repair. I would first of all ask how many cultivators are therein the 



556 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[12th July 


lan^ who are in a position to f^o in for one costing about Rs. 2,000 and 
if this is not intended for the cultivators in general, then there is no need 
for the deyiand.* ^ 

I, therefore, oppose the grant. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMED: Man^ si)eakers 
have said that it is no use employing agricmltural officers unless you 
can provide for watering the lands; and this exj)eriment is^intended for 
that purpose. You all know that when there is scarcity of winter, it is 
difficult to cultivate lands without recourse to irrigation, and for that 
purpose this exiieriment is going to take place at the Berhampore farm. 
I had a talk with Mr. Evans, the Director of Agriculture, on this subject 
and I requested him to find out what the cost would be to irrigate lands 
with one inch of water during the hot weather. You know' there Was 
a failure of rains this year al tlie time of sowii^g and, conse(iuently, there 
had been no cultivation in time; cultivation had to be delayed tow^ards 
the end of April, in May and even tor some time in June. I dale say 
most of the crops sown at an exorbitant cost are now' being destroyed 
by the w'ild force of the water flowing through the lands, as they W'ere 
not sown in time and the flood would not wait for anybody. It is 
desirable that lands should be irrigxited in time w hen reciuired for sow’ing 
])ur])oses and it is, therefore, necessary that an experiment should be 
mad(* in that direction. 1 also made a re{iuest to Mr. Evans to find out 
the recurring ex|M‘ndituie of the plant for the purj)()se of this inigation. 
If you understand all these, 1 think you will sui)port the demand. 

Rai ABINA8H CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: 1 think the 
mover of this motion does not (piite understand the spirit of the thing. 
The sum is iTitended i'or the purchase of a punij) for the Berham}X)re 
Farm. It is not only intended for the benefit of the farm but it will 
also serve the ])ur})ose of making a demonstration to the raiyats, tenants 
and cultivators in* general. 1 know fiom pei sonal exi)erftn('e — 1 pur- 
chased a small pump and a boiler for the benefit of my ow’n private farm 
some time ag-o. My district has derived such iMUiefit from \i\ that big 
c.ultivators, s])ecially a Mohunt, who is jmictically a Sanyasi but an agri- 
cultuiist, has asked me to secure similar jdant for him. It is (|uite 
possible that tenants an^l cultivators, wlfo will have a chance of having 
a demonstration of the pump, may w ish to have similar ])lant establislmd 
in their owui private farms, ronsecpiently, for the Department of Agri- 
culture to incur a monthly expcuiditure of Bs. 50 for the mainteuance of 
the pumi> is not much, considerifig the lienefit that w’ill be derived from 
*su(*h *1 ]>lant by the farm and the cultivators in general. 

With these words, I oppose the motion. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: In many parts of the province, irrigation can be con- 
veniently and cheaply carried out by utilising the water of neighbouring 



1922 .] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


557 


tanks. To popularise this method of irrijration it is ne(\*ssarv to diMiKyi- 
strata the use of a cSeap efficient pump. The money ivs re<iuired for 
purchasing and setting up a portable pump of this kind jR Be^amj)ore 
ftdiere facilities exist for irrigation by this means. Though the cost of 
the pump may be beyond tlie means of an individual cultivator, it will 
be easilj within the means of a co-o|)erative irrigation sm iety, and well- 
to-do zaminda^s will, I hofH\ instal such* plants for tl^‘ use of their 
tenants. I ask the Council to vote the immev tor the purjxvse and to • 
reject this motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adj^mined till Thursday, the Idth duly, 1922, 
at d r.M., at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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• * 

Prooe«dings of tfio Bw^al LagisMivo Council awambled undar tha 

• proviaions of tha Covernmant of India Aet. 

0 € 
TliE Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 13th July, 1922, at 3- p.m. 


Present: 

The Deputy-President in the Chair, the Hon’ble the four Members 
of the Executive Council, the Hon’hle the three Ministers, and 94 
nominated and elected members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Scarcity of drinking water, 

184. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (r?) Has ihe attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the DepartnVent of Local 
Self-Coverninent been draw to the scarcity of drinkinjf water and the con- 
sequent outbreak of cholera in the rural areas in Bengal? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what 
si)ecial steps have been taken dining the last official year to remove 
or alleviate the said scarcity of water in the said areas? 

MINISTER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) The 

Minister is aware that there was a serious scarcity of dr^king water in 
the rural areaj of Bengal during the hot weather. The mortality from 
cholera during the {leriod from April to dune, 1922, was heavy but 
was actually less than the mortality for the same period in 1921. 

(h) The local bodies in rural areas are primarily responsible for 
the improvement of^the water-supply but Government is anxious to do 
all in its ixiwer to assist the local bodies in dealing w'ith this difficult 
problem. It is hoped that mea.sures which may be undertaken* for 
the abatement of malaria will at the same time have the effect of assisting 
in the solution of the problem. i 

( 

Subordinata EduMtional 8«rvio«. 

185. Nawdbzada K. M.* AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of EHucation be 
pleadhd to state whether it is correct that the Central Committee of 
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the All-Bengal Government S< hool Teoflhere As-sociationi ’* J»«v 
submitted, dunng.'lheir deputation to the Hon’ We the Minister whil 
at Dacca, a note stating uumerous anoimilfbs hrougBt a^nit by th 
organi^atmn of the Sulx^rdiimie Ethuatioiial Service? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to state whether h< 
contemplates iasuing a i-ommuniquc on the allegations made. in th. 
note ? * , 

(c) Is it correi't that us an effect of tin* reoi’guiiisation of tfu 
pay and provspects of every individual officer in all other services uiidei 
the Government except in the Educational Serviivs Indow the Eeiiga 
Educational Service the nunibei of officers advei.selv affectiMl is almosl 
nil V 

(d) Is it correcd that more than [)2 |ku‘ (‘ent. of the teachers origin 
ally in the grades of th^ Subordinate Educational S,u\ice has been 
adversely affected by the ih'w organisation? 

(e) Is it correct that the pay and pros|HMts of tin' vast majorit.v 
of the teachers who entered the Subordinate Kdiicational Sei \ i(*e at tlu' 
low’est grade have been made adversely affectiMl by the rvvvui rt'organisa- 
tion ? 

MINISTER in oliarge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter); ia) Yes. 

(h) A coin mvniquc does not a])|K‘ar neces.sarv ; individual casi^s of 
anomaly will be considered as opfiort unity of inodificat ion oflei s. 

(c) The Minister in charge of the Depaitinent o| Kducalio!i has no 
information regarding the services under other Dejiartnienis. 

id) It is not coiTiH't. • 

(c) Mere automatic promotion would not I'lisuie what is oftf'ii urged 
by those a^^cted — but (piite inconectly.- -that evcy man in the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service would rise, or could i ise<*to tin* maximum 
Rs. 250. The rate of progress in the old graded Subordinate Educa- 
tional Service worked somewhat thus: — 
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So that very few of thosf* who entered on Rs. 50, the usual place 
for High School teachers, rose to Class II or I. In the present scheme. 
High Scfiool graduate teachers rise automatically from Rs. 75 5 200 
and, when selected for Assistant Head Masters, are put in file scale 



560 


QTJESTIONB. 


[13th Jhli 


Rs. ^50 — 10 — 250. Similarly the Vernacular Teachers’ service was 

Rs. *30 — 1 — 50 : corresponding teachers are now on is. 50 — 2 — 80—^3 

110 or Rs. 35 — £ — 75 — 3-^90. Furthermore, opportunities of promo- 
tion are now more lilieral. Head Masters are in the Bengal Educa- 
tional Service — though this is not due to the Reorganisation Committee, 
and Assistant Head Masters on a special scale: there are ^hus two 
special appointments in every school, and as these appointiiients are in 
practice likely to fall to only graduate teachers, there are two prize 
appointments for about every 8 or 10 teachers. Any deserving teacher, 
thereh)re, is certain of good chances of promotion beyond Rs. 200. 


Capital grants to the Caloutto University. 

1B6. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of' Education be pleased to 
state what capital grants have been received by the Calcutta University 
from — 

(/) private sources, 

(ii) the Government, Provincial or Imperial, 

since the reconstitution ot the University under the prejient Indian 
Universities Act? 

Tho Hon*blo Mr. P. C. MITTER: Two statements compiled from 
figures, as supplied by the University, are laid on the table. 


Statement / referred to in the reply to vnstarred qvestion No. 

showing the yrantSk^made from private sources to the University of 
Calcutta^ from J9044)f5 onwards. 



Rs. 

(1) Sir Taniknath Palit 

14,65,800 

(2) Sir Rashbehary Ghose (first gift) 

10,00,000 

Sir Rashbehary Ghose (second gift) 

11,43,000 

Sir Rashbehary Ghose (third gift) 

2,50,000 

(3) Kumar Gurupr&sad Singh, of khaira 

5,50,000 

(4) Mr. Guruprasanna Ghose 

2,04,tM) 

(5) Mr, G. D, Birla 

15,000 

(6) Sir Asutosh Mookerjee Oirthday Memorial Committee 3,300 

{K) Mr. G. C. Bose. 

1,500 

(8) Mr. Sachiswar Banerjee 

3,000 

(9) P. Mukerjee MemoriaU Committee 

400 

(10) Mr. Adharchandra Mukerjee 

. 18.000 

(11^ Mr. Brahmamohan Mallik 

2,600 
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(12) Mr. Dwije^chandra Cbakrabarti 

(13) Mr. Keshoram Poddar 

(14) Rai Abhoyaeharan Miira, Bahadur 

(15) * Assiatanta of the Calcutta University 

(16) 14^. Onauthnauth Deb 

(17) Bengal Social Science Assmuation 

(18) Mr, Preonath Mallik 

(19) Dr. Chandraahekhar Kali 

(20) Clint Memorial Committee 

(21) Rai Debendranath Ray Bahadur Memorial Committee 

(22) Duke Memorial Committee 

(23) Coronation Executive Committee 
•(24) N. N. Ghose Memorial Committee 

(25) Mr. Dwarkauath Ghosh 

(26) Mr. Lalitchandra Mitra 

(27) Mr. Kishorymohan Ray 

(28) Mr. Hemchandra Gk)88ain 

(29) Inglis Memorial Committee 

(30) Kumar Saratchandra Singh, of Paikjmra 

(31) Mr. Srikumar Banerjee 

(32) Mr. Matilal Mallik 

(33) Sahebzada Md. Ahmed Shah 

(34) Mr. Charuchandra Chatterjee 

(35) Dr. N. Cbakrabarti 

(36) r. C. Majumdar Memorial (\>ramittee 

(37) ifanmathanath Bhattacharyya Memorial* ^-ommittee 

(38) Maharaja of Darbhanga Memorial Committee 

(39) Maharaja of Kasimbazar 

(40) Mr. B. De 

(41) Mohinimohan Mitra* Memorial Comjnittee 

(42) Mr. Ramlal Kundu 

(43) Rai Narosinha Datta ifidiadur »Memorial Committee 

(44) Mr. S. P. Ray 

(45) Mr. Preonath Dutt i 

(46) Rai Radhikapraaanna Mukerjee Bahadur Memorial 

Committee 

(47) Mr. Jagatbandhu Bose 

( 48 ) Kumar Pramathanath Maliah of Searsole 
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500 

5.000 
1,(K)0 

500 

30,(KM) 

3,m)0 

2.5(K) 

2,01M) 

4(M) 

l,5t)0 

4.000 

1.000 
1 .(M)() 
2,000 
l.0t)0 

500 

37,5(M) 

1,500 

10,000 

5tK) 

1.500 
1,000 

1.500 

1.500 
1 ,5tK) 

1.500 
9,280 

50,000 

1,200 

500 

1,000 

2.500 
2,000 

13, OU 

1,400 

6,000 

5,000! 
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, ‘ Rs. 

(49) Mr. Sarveswar tfitra 1,500 

r 

(50) Mr. Ran^endubhusari Mukerjee 500 . 

(51) Mr. KriHhnachaiKlra Ray 1,000 

(52) Mr. Kuhitindranath Ranerjee * 9,000 

, (53) Mr. Ajaynath Mitra and Mr. Asoknath Mitra 3,000 

(54) Mrs. Anpfeliiia Duke, Miss Hannah Gulia and Miss 

Kitty Guha 1,000 

(55) Srinuiti Monniohini Dutt * 1,000 

(50) Mr. Bireschandra Das , 500 

(57) Sons of Mr. Thakuiihis Kerr 3,000 

(58) Mr. Roby Dutt 10,000 

(59) Mr. Satisclmndra Mukherjee , 500 

(GO) Mrs. Amelia Guj)ta 2,000 

(01) Mr. Narayanehandra Sen 1,000 

(02) Mr. Suryvakanta Raichaudhuii 4,000 

(03) Uai Hemchandra Sarkar, Bahadur . 2,000 

(04) (Juinlan Memorial ('ommittee 500 

(05) Socnjee Cooimu’ Sarbudhikari Memorial Committee 3,000 

(00) Dwijendralal Roy Memorial Committee 7,500 

(07) Mohinimohan Ray Memorial Committee. 1,000 

(08) J. N. l>utt Memorial Committee 1,000 

(09) Mr. Nobokristo Kar 1,000 

(70) Assam Students’ Conference 1,100 

(71) Rai B. Das, Baliadur 2,000 

(72) Messrs. Ismail Ibrahim Salehjee and Hashim Salehjee 5,000 

(73) Maharaja of Kasimbazar 4,000 

(74) Mr. Durpracharan Mookerjee 1,500 

(75) Mr. Satischandi;a Ray 12,000 

(76) Dr. A. Suhrawardy 1,000 

(77) Bedlar Memorial Ct^mmittee . 500 

(78) Mr. Haranchandra BaneVjee 1,000 

. (79^ Mr. G. C. Ghosh 1,00,000 

(80) Mr. Upendrachandra Pal 1,040 

(81) Mr. Jatindranath BisWas 4,800 

(82) Mr. Nagendranarayan Raychaudhuri * 500 

(83) * Mr. Kshirodebihari Chatterjee LOOO 
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(84) Mr. Brajab^labh Datta 

(85) Mr. Benoykrishna Gooptu 

(86) Mr. Skamaeharan Gatifj^uli 

(87) A^harchandra Mookerjee Memorial (k)mmittee 

(88) Sriiijp.ti Annapurna Delhi 

(89) Sir Asutosh Mookerjee 

(90) Sir P. C. Ray 


000 
a,7(M) 
8,000 
1 ,000 
2, IKK) 
OtOOO. 

10,000 


Statement II referred to in the reply to unstarred queHtiou No. ne, 
showing ths grants given by the Government of India or Bengal 
Oovernmejit to the University of Galen tta from 1904-05 onwards. 


Whethea Imperial 

Year of nanction 

A.niount of t>ie ^ 


or ProtrUioial. 

or payoMut. 

grant. 

Ubject on aUlcIi to In- oiiwndM. 



Kb j 


Imperial 

1904-06 

1,80,000 : 

^xtcnaiui) of tlio riijverNii v'h prciniHt'K 

• 



and cuDHtniulioii of hmldin^'K. 

Do. 

1905-06 

i 60,00o i '] 




I 

Completion of the jirojccts for a 

Du. 

1906-07 

j 50,000 

UuixerHity lihrarv , an exaininution 




y hall and lalioratorieft for lohting 

Do. 

19117-08 

50,000 

the practical work of uandidntcH 




in Sco nce examinations. 

Do. 

1908-09 

50,000 J 


Do. 

1909-10 

30,000 ! 1 

JniverHity huilding 

Do. 

1910-11 

20,000 Univerflity hiiilding extoiiHiuu. 

Do. 

j 

1911-12 

10,000 1 UniverHity Luw Colld^u lilirary. 

Do. 

1 

1912-18 ! 

1 

3,00,000 , f 

Examination hiilla and Law liostfi. 

Do. ... 1 

1912-13 ' 

1,00,000 J 1 

looks and furniture for University 

1 

1 

I 

• 

lihraiy. 

D<k ... 1 

1912-13 1 

8,00,000 / 

Lequisition of the finli market and 



• 

coiiHtmction of iuiddingH thereon. 

Do. ... 

1915-16 

11,50,136 

oust ruction of hostels for tinder- 



graduate Htudents of affiliated 


Provmoial 

Do. 


1908-09 

leio-n 


Priiitinjj of the ref>ortt of tlio Diii- 
^verHity In.<ptctorH on High Schuolf. 

j Univemity Law College library. 


m QUESTIONS. [13th July 

i Homa Industrias Shop. 

• 

187. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Wm the Hon’ble the 
Minister' in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement giving the following information* 
regarding the Home Industries Shop in Corporation Street, Calcutta, 
year by year, for the last 5 years — 

' (i) c? 08 t of Establishment and House Rent; 

(ti) the total amount of sales effected; and 
(m) the net profit or loss sustained (without taking into considera- 
tion the amount of the Goveniment grant) ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what parti- 
cular industry, if any, has received an imj>etus through the activities 
of the Home Industries Shop or the Home Eidustries Association and in 
what way? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

^}f) The following industries are leported to have received an 
impetus through the ardivities of tlie Honn^ Industries ‘Association : — 
Silk goods, ivory, bell-metal, Sikkim twe(‘ds, horn buttons, kushi^iajf 
and sarix from Dacca, cloth (Lai champhies'i from Tippera and dosuti 
and needle embroidery from Faridpur. 


Statement giving the information regarding the Home Indngtries Shop in 
Corporation Street, Calcutta^ referred to in the reply to clause {a) of 
unstarred question No. 187. 



i 

Tear. 

Cost of eetah- 
Hshmeot. 

House rent. 

Total sales. 

• Profit on 
R lies. 



Rs. 

lU. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Jul> 1917- 

-1 918 (March) 

8,245 

2,269 

21,176 

4,469 

1918-19 

... 

12,496 

2,626 

97,611 

18, .307 

1919 20 

... j 

15,2f6 

4,202 

67,851 

14.487 

1920-21 

... 

12,514 

2,001 

60,994 

12,611 

1921-22 

t 

cl 2,0 13 

1,969 

40,724 

4,291 


* It la not poaslble to five accurately Not prof!tx>r Ion sustained (without taking into oonslderatloB tb« 
amount of the GoTernment grant) ” as the A.sBooA*tion i> a iion-proflt sharing oonoem and a considerabls amount of 
its eigsnditure was made for f ropaganda and organisation work to make Home Industries popular. 


Agriottitiiral Ofllom tmiring beyond jurisdiction. 

188. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the'Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
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pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is a circular hy the Director 
of Agriculture that Agricultural Officer should go beyond his juris- 
diction without the Director’s permission? • • ^ 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay ou the table a 
statement showing the number of times any District Agricultural 
Ofiicer went beyond his jurisdiction (and siH‘cially to Calcutta) in 1920-21 
and in 1921-22#^ 

(i) with the Director’s permission, and 
(ft) without the Director’s permission? 

(c) How much has been paid to these officers as ii a veiling allowances 
for these journeys? 

The Hon'blothe Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURl, 
Khan Bahadur: (o) No. A.Deputy Director as a Controlling Offii'cr is 
authorised to permit a District Agricultural Officer in bis circle to go 
beyond his jurisdiction in the interests of the public servict*. 

(b) (t), (it) and (c) A state^ment is laid on the Library table. 


Economy effected by the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture and 
Public Works. 


1B9. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: Will tbe Ilon’ble tbe Member 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Public Works hv pliMised 
to state what economies, if any, have been cfPected by bim, smn* be 
assumed office, in tbe administration of the various Departments included 
in bis portfolio? 


The Hon'blo the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB /^Ll CHAUDHUBI, 
Khan Bahadur: Tho budftfls of tlu- Atriicilinral DoimiinuMii i.od ..f t ... 
Tiidustries Dei«rfiiieiit were scn.finiwd in Sfi-t.'iiilH..- lost, iHdli by lb.' 
Department of-Apri.nilture and In.h.sl.i... nn.l by (1... J<'in.m.o l).-paH-. 
ment A mim of R«. 16,000 wuh re(.x-n. fr..in tli.-n.-* nn.l 

instructions were issued to all offi.crt. ib,.t r.jr.d .vnu,my musi Ik- 
exerci.,ed and that no expen.liture on new s.d,..n.es could Ik- -.. t.oned 
As regards tho estimates for the current yar. tl.esc. as .■vpla..,cd by . 
Hon-ble MemW in ch.ur,e of tttc binuncc Ib-purtmeut ... present nj 
the JludRet in February last have Wi. f.amcd in a r.^.d and 
parsimonious economy, and do not do n.ore^tbun provide for tb. 
needs of the administration. , i t 

tW Ifepartmtnt i. .ln,o.l .«lirely "»'“«■ »< " "'™' 

the service of the other Deriartments of the (lovernment. ^s .^rations 

.. b, ,b. 7 1 1 :: 

.w w.,b. 

must hold itself in readiness to meet requirements. 
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Rules regarding the recruitment by examination to certain services. 

^ t 

190. Mrt^TARIT ^HUSAN ROY. (a) With reference to Govern- 
ment no<.ification No. 6798A of the 27th May in the Calcutta Gazette of 
the 7th June, 1922, publishing provisional rules to regulate the recruit- 
ment by examination to some of the Provincial or othe^ services in 
Bengal during the year 1922, will the Hon^ble the Member in charge 
of the Appointment Department be pleased to state— * 

(t) whether public bodies were consulted before the aforesaid 
rules were adopted; 

(ii) whether the consequences of clause 1, item 4, of Schedule III 
under rule 17 of the Notification were foreseen, viz,^ those 
of the practical exclusion of all Art graduates from the 
examination ; 

(Hi) whether there was any sjiecial reason for the restriction of 
the age-limit under rule 12 of the aforesaid Notification ; and 

(iv) the bases on which the allotment of nominations has been made 
in Schedule II under rule 10 of the said Notification ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of amending 
the rules — 

(i) by putting in a few more alleriiative subjects under clause 1, 

item 4, in Schedule III ; 

(ii) by placing the age-limit at 21 years; or 

(in) by redistributing the allotment of nomination? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson): (a) (?) No. 

(ii) Government are unable to admit that the clause referred to 
will have the result which is suggested. 

(Hi) The jimit under rule 12 was fixed after due consideration of 
the age-limits in the case of examinations for the Indian Civil Service 
and the Imperial Police. The object of Government was to allow 
every student a fair opportunity to try for any or all of these examina- 
tions, while avoiding the necessity of permitting an officer who had 
already accepted an appointment in one of the Provincial Services to 
appear subsequently in an Imi)erial Service examination. . * 

(iv) The nominations fvere allotied after an examination of the 
number of honours and pass graduates from each college last year, 
beii^ arranged in three groups roughly corresponding to the claims 
of colleges on this basis. 

(h) (i), (ii) and (Hi) Government are not prepared to make any changes 
in the rules this year, but any suggestions made to the Appointment 
Department in the ordinary way will receive due consideration for 
subsequent occasions. 
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Demands for Grants. 

34.—Agriculture. 

Motions for reduotion. 

MaulYi A. 1C. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move lhat the demand-of Bs. 5,000 
under head “ 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 25 ” being tlie provision* for 
experiments for eradication of water-hyacinth lx» refused. 

I will not take up the time of the Council by making a long sjieech 
on such a comparatively unimportant subject. I am free to admit that 
the water-hyacinth has become a regular menace to the wateiwjiys of 
Bengal and it is a very serious problem with which Government and 
the people are now confronted. But T do not think, however, that any 
experiments are necessary' nor can l)e usefully made in order to enuli- 
cate w^ter-hyacinth from the waterways of Bengal. In a)l earnest 
ness and in all seriousness, I would say in the first ]>lace that simpho- 
methods can he found and ought to be adopted in conjumdion and in 
co-o[>eration with the district boards. At one time I thought that there 
were certain departments of Government where officers get salary 
— fairly big salary — but do no work — for instance, the officers of 
the Agricultuml Department, Industries De])artnient, Fisheries l)(‘]>art- 
ment — and if I may be permitted to add — also the River Police. They 
may be asked to take steps to eradicate water-hyacinth in the course 
of theii* tours throughout the province. In spite of spending lls. 5,000, 
these officers may be asked to take propcn* ste]>s to eindicat(‘ this nuis- 
ance. I do not think this monev ought to Im* s])ent. On a matter of 
principle I opix>se this demand, and I think that* tin* money that has 
been raised by special taxation should not be si)ent on such a imrpcwc*. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Tlnuc is a *nistak(*n impies- 
sion that this demand also includes ordinary ex])enses f%r carrying on 
the routine business of tlie comniittfH* of iiujuiry apfxunted to suggest 
means to stop the spreading of water-hyacinth. Tin* ordinary ex]H*ns(*s 
for commissions and committees of iinpiiry are ])rovided under major 
head No. 47-(h In the budget ^^tinnite for 191^2-2*1, the sum of Its. 
30,0p0 was voted by the Council. The demand now made is an 
extraordinary item, evidently propos'd by the committee to lan'y on 
experiments in this special line. Enough o*t a sum is provided in the 
budget to carry on experiment in the dWerent experimental farms and 
laboratories belonging to the Agricultural Dejwrtrnent. There # are 
enough facilities at Manipur, Chinsura, Burirhat and elsewhere, where 
any experiment devised by the cx>miiiittee can l)e conveniently carried on 
without much expense. There is an Agi^cultural Botanist, one Assist/- 
ant Agricuftural Botanist and an Agricultural Chemist, Fibre iSpeciaiists 
and other expert officers, each with laboratories. They will fladly 

37 a 
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assist the committee whenever necessary. If the Council now go on 
providing a separate establishment, a separate laboratory, I do not 
Jcnow where it would end. I do not see the necessity of starting a 
fresh laboratory for the purpose — in fact the sum granted (Rs. 30,000) * 
under 47-C is more than sufficient to cover all legitimate exi>en8es of 
ibis and all other committees^ of inquiry during the year, ^ut as the 
Mini^}ter is ihcKned to provide some additional fund for the committee, 
a reasonable sum to the extent of Rs. 2,000 may be voted. My honest 
belief is that if the municipalities and the district boards enforce their 
by-laws of comj)eIling the proprietors of weedy tanks and low-lying 
plots to keep them free from this weed, the di8apj)earance of this 
noxious vegetation would be a (}uestion of six months — committees or 
no committees. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AhMED: I beg to oppose 
these two motions and my reason is this. The district boards and 
municipalities have been at a loss to find out how to put a slop to this 
growing menace of water-hyacinth. My friend, Mauivi Fazl-ul TTaq, 
suggests that the river police should be put to this task. But my friend 
does not know the character of water-hyacinth. This water-hyacinth 
cannot be destroyed. We have taken pains to destroy it. We have 
burnt it down, but if a single germ is left, within two or' three months 
the whole pond becomes full of water-hvacinth. vSo I do not know how 
to destroy it. A committee was appointed to find out means, and the 
members are scientific experts, and T understand that this money is 
requirexl to find out the best means of destroying water-hyacinth, l^er- 
sonally sj>eaking, I should say that even if Rs. 10,000 is necessary, we 
ought to vote for that. We have tried out best, but we could not do 
anything. We can only hope that some method may be found out by 
the committee which will put an end to the menace. 

Mauivi YAKOINUDDIN AHMED; It is an irony of^ate that the 
Deimrtment of Agriculture has received the attention of two gentle- 
men who are residents of the town. Those who live in the mufas.sal 
know much l)etter al>out this water-hyacinth than those who live in 
the town. I was travelling from Myn^ensingh to Dacca the other day 
and I saw that all the water along the route through which the trains run 
was full of water-hyacinth and is it the business of the river police to 
coiie with this evergrowing, peat ? *1 think there must be some exi)ert 
to find out the means of eradicating the germs of this pest, and there- 
fore, I think, the exi^erimeut with regard to destroying this i>est are 
^ esseiftially necessary* and the provision of Rs. 5,000 is not a very large 
amount. I am sorry that thei*e are members who think that this 
amount is unnecessary. I opi>Q 9 e the motion. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHA*UDHURIp 

KhtnUahadur: I must remind the Council that about a year ago they 
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passed a resolution recommending the appoin|ment of a committee to 
consider the ways %nd means of eradicating the water-hyacinth .• A 
committee was apix)inted, and Sir Jagadish (JJiaiulra B^se kindly con- 
, sented to preside over it. It is on the recpinmendations of*that com- 
mittee that we have provided Rs. 5,000 for exix'riments to ascertain the 
l)e8t meani of destroying the plant. I need not enlarge ui>on the 
damage whi<j^ is being caused to the •waterways of B\jngal, to the 
public health of the province, and in large tracts, also to tlie agricultural 
conditions. The sum in question is merely a trifle in comparison with 
the damage that is being done by this pest, and 1 boiK* the (\>uncil 
will show their confidence in Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose’s committee 
by rejecting this motion and voting the grant wliich they have lecom- 
mended. 

Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq’s motion was then, by leav<‘ of the Council, 
withdrawn. * 

Rty Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur had a similar motion which was 
put and lost. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: X move that the demand of 
Rs. 17,000 for exi>erimenting with tube-wells under liead “ JU. — Agri- 
culture — Scheme 20,” be reduced to Rs. 8,500. 

There seems to be an idea abroad that Tiobody in this (Muintry knew 
anything about tube-wells l>efore Mr. S(’ott bi-gan sinking them for the 
mill people. The experiments with these wadis begun over thirty years 
ago. Without going into the past history in detail, this Council should 
recommend to the Hon’ble Ministers and the lunids of the departmtmts 
who are busy wdth the suggestion of the exjKuiment to carefully iligest 
the information of experiments .set forth in the^ two (slitions of the 
pamphlet styled ” Improved System of Boring for Agricultural and 
Di inking Pur}>o8es,” by Rai Bahadur Pundit Matador Sukul, a retired 
Superintendifig Engineer, Public Works Department. The lust edi- 
tion was published in 1910. Numerous instances of tulte-w’ells sunk by 
him — down to 200 feet — in Rampur-Boalia, Nator, Jalpaiguri, Balur- 
ghat (at Dinajpur), besides Sylhet, Sibsagar and other jdaces in Assam, 
are enumerated in that pamphlet. I wonder wlndher the authorities 
now concerned with the askinii;’ for this demand for Rs. 17,000 for 
fresh experiments exactly at similar places, viz., Manijuir, Chinsura 
an^ Berhampur — have been profited by the past ex[)erience. I do not 
think the Council should vote any sum for fresh exjTeriments until 
the experiments done in the past — 1€ to 30 years back are fully 
discussed. 

The H«n»bl0 the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs The importance of inagation, especially in Western 
Bengal, cannot be over-estimated. One of the cheajx*8t and most effi- 
cient means of irrigation is the tube-well. It is not, however, a^ystbni 
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that can be universally (adopted. Its efficiency depends on a supply of 
artfesian water, and the existence of such a supply fSan only be definitely 
ascertained by*experinient. There are three tracts of land which appeal 
likely to yield a good supply of artesian water. I need not enter into, 
the details which are in the printed note. I trust the Council will 
agre<i with me in thinking it important to give a proper *rial to this 
cheap and elective method o^ irrigation and will reject ^le motions. 

, The motion was then put and lost. 

The following motion, standing in the name of Raja Maniloll Singh 
Roy, was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

** That the demand for Rs. 17,000 under head ‘ 34. — Agriculture — 
Agricultural Ex{)eriment8 — Scheme 26,’ be reduced by Re. 1.” 

The following motions were then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — ‘ 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: That the deimund of 
Rs. 11,800 under head * 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 27,’ l)e refused.” 

Maulvi A, K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 30,000 
under head ‘34. — Agriculture — Scheme 28,’ being lump provision lor 
farm schools, be refused.” 

Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; I move that the demand of Rs. 4,900 
under head ” 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 34,” for the appointment of 
an Assistant Registrar of Co-operative Societies for the Burdwan Divi- 
sion, be refused. 

As we are short of time, 1 will leave it to my hon’ble friend, Babu 
Indu Bhushan Duttti, to make his speech. I simply move my motion. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: This is a proposal to make an 
already top-heavy dejwirtmeut more toi>-heavy still, and if this system 
goes on, the department of co-operation may come to grie^ one day too 
soon. Sir, I have some experience in co-operative work, having been 
unofficially connected with this department for four or five years. 1 hope 
the Council will excuse me if I go into certain details in order to make 
my position clear. There are three classes of organizations in the co-- 
operative dejxirtment^ — (1) the village , societies, (2) the central co- 
operative banks, and (3) the federation banks in Calcutta. Now, the 
village societies are looked after by Inspectors, and their accounts lire 
audited by co-operative auditors. The central banks ore inspected by 
Assistant Registrars. • During tjie last few years the increase in the 
number of village societies has no doubt been great, but the increase 
‘in thJ number of central banks has not been proportionately so. So 
I oaliHQt for the life of me understand why there is such a hurry about 
an extra staff to supervise the central banks. 

A few months ago, there was a proposal to appoint aif Assistant 
Registrar for the Chittagong Division. When I objected to this in 
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the Agricultural Stai^^iiig Committee, I was tolfl that the necessity 
great the work was suffering and that the jippc)intment could not be 
delayed. But what was the result ? (lovernniAit in a hurry appointed 
nn Assistant Registrar hut they did not provide him with an establish- 
ment, and I do not see how an Assistant Registrar, in his solitary 
dignity, coiSd carry on the work that was thrust uixrn him. As soon 
as this Assistant Registrar was appointed* the Assistai»( Registrar of 
Dacca went on leave, and this new Assistant Registrar of Chittag*ong* 
had to do the work of two Assistant Registrars. As a matter of fact, 

I think the Assistant Registrar of Dacca is on leave still and that his 
work is being carried on by the Divisional Auditor. This is how the 
Asssitant Registrar’s work is being carried on. The central banks of 
Bengal are managed by a body of Directors consisting of the educated 
and the leading men of ^listrict and subdivisional towns, and 1 
am sure that they do not require such fre(iuent siiivrvision, such 
careful .supervision, such extraordinary suiiervision as is done by so 
many Assistant Registrars. I can tell the House that in 1910, 
there was only one Registrar and one Personal Assistant to manage 
the co-operative work of the w'hole province. Since then ye have had 
a numl)er of Assistant Registrars, and in addition to them we have got 
a Deputy Registrar also. It seems that because there is a (’omniis- 
sioner for each division, therefore, there musti be an Assistant Registrar 
for every division in Bengal. I confess, I do not understand this logic. 
Moreover, Government have appointed a committee for considering the 
iwssibility of abolishing the post of Commissi oners, and it is safe to infer 
that in the near future the Commissionerships will be abolished and 
their divisions will go. Following that analogy, where will the Assistant 
Registrars be then? I am sure this division of areuis absolutely a futile 
division. 

There is a^jpther point. 1 do not understand why Dtqmty Magis- 
trates should be taken in as Assistant Registrars. I not know 

whether executive experience is of any value in the co-operative depart- 
ment. They have got to learn the work and taxpayers’ money is H()ent 
on teaching them co-operative work. I do not understand why Deputy 
Magistrates should get Rs. 600 Rs. 100 to learn the work. Surely 
the work can be carried on by the de]>artmentul*men. They know the 
work and it has been proved that they can manage the work effi- 
ciently there again, what is the good of haviiig seven officers at the top? 
Therefore I say that it is an absolutely useless proimsal. Of course, if 
it is a proposal to bring in a particular officer, who has to be provided 
with a soft job, then I have got nothing to say ; but if it is to manage * 
the work of the Co-operative Department, I must em]>hatically protest 
against it. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In rising to suppoH Babu . 
Indu Bhushan Dutta, I would like to draw the attention of the House 
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to certain facts and Under this head ** 34-C. — Co-operative 

Societies,’^ the United Provinces has budgeted! ^s. 1,22,000, Bombay 
Rs. 4, 20, 000, • and Berflgal Rs. 4,46,000 this year. Out of this sum, 
t.e., Rs.* 4,46,000, only Rs. 6,580 goes by way of grants to Co-operative 
Societies and the rest is spent for establishment charges, allowances, 
etc. There can therefore be no doubt that this departmefet is as over- 
staffed as k js costly. Moreover, there are at present six gazetted 
. offfcers in this department. Under the circumstances, I do not under- 
stand why each of them cannot be placed in charge of a division. Why 
cannot the Deputy Regi.strar l)e jdaced in charge of the lesser of the 
two divisions and the Assistant Registrar be left in charge of the Presi- 
dency Division, especially when we know that the Burdwan Division 
has got a very small number of Co-operative Societies — only 875, accord- 
ing to the report of 1920-21. There is, of course, some reason for Dacca 
and Chittagong to have two different officers, because between them 
they have 2,350 Co-operative Societies, and leaving Chittagong ajmrt, 
Dacca alone has got 1,640 societies. So there was some reason for 
relieving the Assistant Registrar in charge of those two divisions of 
a part of his work and appointing a special officer for Chittagong. 
But HO far as the Presidency and the Burdwan Divisions are cont^erned, 
there Iwing only 1,945 societies, tw'o high officers for these tw'o divisions 
are not at all necessary. For if it is seriously maintained that 875 
societies in the Burdwan Division or 1,070 societies in the Presideni^y 
Division require a separate Assistant Registrar, then we shall soon 
come to hear that the Rajshahi Division, with its 1,395 or 1,400 socie- 
ties cannot do without two such officers. Further, I cannot understand 
why it is necessary to appoint an Assistant Registrar for every Com- 
missioner’s division without any regard to the number of societies to 
look after. Moreover, wdiy must Deputy Magistrates be appointed to 
these posts? Why, if at all an Assistant Registrar is to be appointed, 
cannot an office^ wdth lower pay — a Sub-Deputy Collector — be taken? 
This may be ^ell tried at least in the Burdwan Dvision, which has 
got such a comparatively small numlier of Co-operative Societies. To 
effect retrenchment, Madras has exactly done the same thing. I would 
urge this point on the attention of the House — the employment of lower 
grade officers as Assistant Registrars in place of Deputy Magistrates, if 
Assistant Registrars are really indispensable. ^ 

Mri 8YED NA8IM ALI * As the time is very short, I will be brief. 
Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq Lis simply moved his motion, but he left the 
matter of siieaking to Babu InSu Bhushan Dutta, and very rightly too. 
, Mauivi FazUul Haq once remarked that official memory is veiy short, 
but he probably will be surprised to learn that non-official memory is 
getting much shorter still. Qnly last year Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 
congratulated Lord Ronaldshay when this scheme was sanctioned by the 
Secretary of State, adding that the scheme of appointing Assistant 
Regiltrars was a very excellent one. 
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Babu IN DU BI^USHAN DUTTA: May I offer a word of explanation ? 

The DEPUTY-PRESIDENT (Babu 8iirei|dra Nath»Ray): You cun 

explain after he has finished. * 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: In fact, even if the apiK)intnient of Deputy 
Registrar was si^ecially referred to and^ when this whole scheme in 
which the fW)sts of Assistant Registrars were sanctioned, Bahi^ Indu 
Bhushan Dutta w'as so much pleased that he was the first to congratulate 
His Excellency, and that only in the year 1921. I do not know what 
circumstances have since then occurred whith have led him to change 
his opinion. He mentioned facts and figures of 191 (>, hut 1 do not know 
what other additional facts have occured to make liim change Ins 
opinion, 

Babu INDU BHUSrfAN DUTTA: [ Tli^ raoiiiber Buitl Hoinethiii^ 
whic^ was inaudible at the UejKuteiH’ (able.] 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: niH is not a new proposal. Up to last year there weie 
only three Assistant Registrars for the whole province. In 1920, the 
Secretary of SUite sanctioned the ai)ix)intment of an Assistant Regis- 
trar for each Commissioner’s division. Money, however, was not 
available and the matter had to be held in alH\vanc(‘. Last year, it liecame 
possible to fill one of the tw^o new jH)sts by abolishing the hjh‘ciu1 
Assistant Registrar for Industrial Soideties, and an Assistant Registrar 
was posted to the Chittagong Division. But the Biirdwan and l*resi- 
dency Divisions still remain in the charge of one officer. Tin* rapid 
development of the co-oiKuative movement, however, has made further 
<lelay impossible. A standard of work for Asi^stant Registrars has 
been laid down by the Co-oi>erative Committee. That Ntandard is enor- 
mously exc^ded by the work that the Assistant Registrars of the 
Rresidency and Burdwan Divisions have to i»erforrn, and even when a 
8ei>arate Assistant Registrar is appointed, 1 think I ani correct in say- 
ing that each officer will have to {jerform tin* maximum amount of work 
which the Committee thought it iK>ssible tor an Assistant Registrar R> 
perform. If the principle of official control of the cx)-oi>erative move- 
ment is accepted (and I do ‘not think the. necessity for it will Ik? 
« questioned at the present stage of co-oixuative development), then, Sir, 
Government must see that that coiftrol is efficiently exercised. In the 
present case. Government and the Stnietary of State considered that 
this new appointment was amply justified in 1920. After two years, the 
case for the appointment is even stronger, and the only altem^ive t# 
its creation is a curtailment of the activities of the Co-operative 
Department. That is a course which ^ should be loath to adopt, and 
I am sure the Council will agree in this. I therefore ask the Council 
to reject this motion. 
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pabu INDU BHUSHVVN DUTTA^ May I ask whether the Assistant 
Registrars iiisi)ect central banks or village societies? 

The Hbn’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 

Khait Bahaitur: They in8i)ect village societies, but I cannot say off-hand 
whether they insi^ct also the central banks. ^ 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Afzal, Nawabzada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Munthl Jafar. 

Alcy, Mr. S. Mahboob. 

All, Mr. 8yed Erfan. 

All, MunshI Amir. 

Bhattaoharjl, Babu Hem Chandra.^ 
Chaudhurl, Babu KIshorl Mohan.* 
Chaudhurl, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

De, Babu Fanindralal. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Dr. Harldhan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 

Chatak, Ral Bahadur Nllmanl. 

Chose. Mr. 0. C. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazhul. 

Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 


Makramall, Munthl. 

Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mukherjl, Professor 8. C. 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. 

R^e, Mr. W. R. 

Ray, Kumar 8hlb Shekhareswar. 

Ray, Ral Bahadur Uperdra LaL 
Ray Chaudhurl, Babu Brojendra KIshor. 
Ray Chaudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Jogendra Krishna. 

Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu Jogesh Chandra. 

SInha, Babu Surendra Narayan. 
Skinner, Mr. H. E. 


NOES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wasimuddin. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Rail Uddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvl Yakulnuddin. » 

All, Mr. Syed Naslm. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohf nan. 

Chaudhurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon’i/i'e the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Colvin, Mr. C. L. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Currie, Mr. W. C. 

Das, Babu Bhismadev. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emerson, Mr. T. * 

Faroqui, Mr. K. C. M- 
French, Mr. F. C. 

Goode, Mr. 8. W. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. ^ 

Th^ Ayes being 33 and the Nc 


Karim, Maulvl Faziul. 

Kerr, the Hon’ble Sir John. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamid-ud-din. 

Khan, MaulvJ Md. Raflque Uddin. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon'ble the 
McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C.G 
Mukherjee, Babu Nitya Dhone. 

Prentlee, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahim, the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur 
Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoyprosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur A«>dus. 

Spry? Mr. H. E. 

Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Naish, Mr. C. P. 
i'Wllson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsarerth, Mr. W. C. 


39, the motion was lost. 


The (ime allotted for the discussion of the demands on “34. ^Agri- 
culture ” having expired, the fcjjlowing motions were put and lost: 


, Mmlvi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs, 10,000 
under *head * 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 37,^ being provision for 
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efltablishment under the Assistant Registrar of (\)-operative Societies, 
Chittagong and BurSwan Division, be refused.'' * 

Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA8SUR HUSsAiN: “ That the aenuiml 

* for Rs. 10,000 under head ‘ 34. — Agriculture — Scheme 87,’ being pro- 
vision for establishment under the Assistant lU-gistrar of (\>-(»iHu*ative 
Societies, Chittagong and Burdwan Divij^ions, be refused." 

B&bu 8UREKORA NARAYAN SINHAs " That the demand fo» 
Rs. 10,000 under head ‘ 84. — Agriculturt' — Scheme 87,’ being provi- 
sion for establishment under the Assistant Registrar of Co-oixuative 
Socdeties, Chittagong and Burdwan Divisions, be reduced to Rs. 500 
only.” 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: " That the demand of Rs. 10,000 
under head ‘ 84. — Agriculhiie — Co-ojH*rative Credit — Scheme 87,’ In'ing 
provision for establishment under the Assistant Registrar of Co-oinua- 
tive Societies, Chittagong and Burdwan Divisions, be rt‘duc(‘d by 
Rs. 5,000." 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ. " Tliat the demand of Rs. 1.‘I70 
under head ‘ 84. — Agriculture — Scheme 88,’ being additional jnovision 
for house-rent and allowances under Co-ojHMutive (bcnlit, be refust'd.” 

The tollovring motion was, bv leave of the Council, witlidrawn: — 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: " 8 ’hat the demand for exiH'nditiire 
under head ^ 84. — Agriculture,’ be refused." 

88ie motion, that the deinnnd for ex|HUiditure under head "84. — Agri- 
culture as settled in Council be granted, Mas then put and agreed to. 

35.— Industries. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: I move that a sum of Rs. 2,88,586 i>e granted under 
the head " Industries (Tninsf erred)." The sum provide! lor an instal- 
ment of the schemes on which the Department of Industries lia.« bci ii 
working for the past year and a half. Full details have been given in 
the printed notes and I need only notice briefly the mort* important 
items. • 

First we propose to investigate the jiossibilities of the inatclinmaking 
industry in Bengal. We have beei^ promised the r o-operation of the 
Forest Department in our inquiries and I believe that the investigation 
is likely to lead to practical results of (f)nsiderable value. The sum of 
Rs. 25,000 for the development of industries is required for giving 
demonstrations at the various exhibitions annually held in the province 
and for experiments and lesearches. Then it is fwojwsed to revise the 
pay of the staff of the Government Com&eirial Institute in accordance 
witk the rdbent revision of pay of the Education Department, to which 
the members of the staff formerly belonged. In accordance iifith a 
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reflolution passed by thfc Council, I have provided for the provincializa- 
tidn of the Pabna Technical School. It is also tB meet the wishes of 
the Council expressed i» resolutions which they have passed that I have 
made provision for two technical schools, two industrial schools and, 
two commercial schools. Provision has also been made for two techni- 
cal scholarships in order to meet to some extent a resolution on the 
subject passed ^hy the Council, Then there is provision ^for increasing 
,the hirioaiit available for grants-in-aid to technical and weaving schools. 
I trust the Council will show its approval of the lines on which the 
Industries Department is working by voting this demand in full. 


Motions for reduction. 

Rai Dr. HARiDHAN DUTT Bahadur: ^ move that the demand of 
a sum of Its. 4,000 for investigation of match industry under head 
“35. — Industries — Scheme 6, “ he refused. 

This proposal for further inquiry into the question of the match 
industry is really a very interesting one. I find from the note attached 
to the supplementary budget, that the information regarding this indus- 
try available* at present is meagre, but I find it is voluminqus. It rather 
makes us pause as to whether we should take the remark seriously. 
Since my infancy I have been hearing of investigations on this industry 
in India. Within the last few years we have heard a great deal regard- 
. ing this industry. As I have already said, the information is not 
meagre and another investigation is not necessary. I also refer to the 
report of the Industrial Commission. Several monographs have been 
published by the Government of India and the Forest Department. So 
I leave die point to he decided by the Council, whether any further 
investigation is necessary. I will, however, make a few remarks about 
the expert who it. going to be appointed. It has been Itated here in 
this Council alfd also outside that very often we create an appointment, 
or rather we get a certain man to create it, and then we try to find 
justification for the appointment. Again and again, we have heard in 
this Council that such and such a man had been selected for a particular 
appointment long befoue that appoint ufent was created and long before 
the Council had budgeted for the same. Here we have an instancy of 
that. , • 

On inquiry I learn that thetgentleman selected was at first aK)oini- 
ed an assistant 4o Mr. P. C. Ray, .the expert in the Bande Mataram 
Match Factory at Tollygunge started by the late Sir Rash Behari 
Gboae^lately owned by Mr. Sailendra Mitra. The proprietor was com- 
pelled to close down the factor^ as it was not working well. Later this 
gentleman went to Rangoon and Mandalay to work in the mutch faotor- 
' ies in^thDse places. The factories are still working, but the gentleman 
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is in none of those places. Later the Government of Gwalior 
missioned him to England to buy some maU*h-manufa<'turing mot'hinery. 
The whole commission collapsed while the gentleman wSs in J^nglund. 
Now I understand the gentleman is (*arrying on importing business. 
Mr. P. C. Rny, the gentleman under whom the nominates! oxj>ert was 
an assistant, is still in Calcutta and is starting a match factory at 
Khulna with % capital of Rs. 10 lakhs.* In fact theK' nirc inmiense 
materials in the Government reports and memoirs — no expert is neces-^ 
sary for fresh investigation. Government should find out means how 
to help the business by granting concessions, etc., and for that the 
services of an expert for fresh investigation is not nccessarj'. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Applications have from time to time been receive<l bv 
the Department of Industries for advice in regard to the manufacture of 
■ matches in Bengal. Very little information on the subject is, liow(‘ver, 
available at present. Such information, as we have, justifies the belief 
that the industry has a great possibility in this ])rovince, but before tim 
Department of Industries is in a position t(> advise on the subject, i\ full 
inquiry is necessary. It is therefore proposed to em])loy Mr. A. P. (those 
to carry out a complete survey of the technical and eoTimiercial aspects 
of the question. Mr. Ghose possesses high testimonials as a mutch- 
manufacturing expert, and he has had practical exj)erience of the indus- 
try in Sweden, Germany, France, England and Japan. A very inqMM- 
tant part of the investigation will he an inquiry into tlie existence in 
Bengal of suitable kinds of wood, and in this branch of the investiga- 
tion, the Forest Department have i^ndertaken to give Mr. Ghose all pos- 
sible assistance. Mr. Ghose eanied out a similar investigation in the 
Gwalior State and submitted a eomj)rebensive* and valualde report. 
The sum involved is only Ils. 4,000 and I a.sk tin* Council t(> vote this 
money and reject The motion. 

The motion w’qs then put and lost. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 25,000 under head “ 85. — Industries — Scheme 7,!’ I>eing an addi- 
tional provision in lump for development of industries, he refused. 

I am personally convinced that in return foi’*Rs. 25,000 not even 25 
pic^ worth of work wdll he done. But it will he imj>ossihle for me to 
convince the House that this demamf should* he refused. My ex])erieriee 
also tells me that it is no good adducinif argument.s, fuels or logic, hut 
mysterious influences are at work and canvassing cuiiies the day. It 
is useless for me to make any Hi>eech. * 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: This sum of Rs. 25,(K)0 is r(*(iuired ir.ainly for the pur- 
pose of giving demonstrations in the various exhibitions w^hich are 
annually held in Bengal. These demonstrations are much appreciated, • 
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an^ I think that if we were compelled to stop then^ the decision would 
be received with ^^eneral regret. Money is also required to enable the 
Director pf Incfustries ahd his officers, such as the Industrial Chemist 
and the Industrial Engineer, to cuiTy on preliminary investigations with 
regard to the possibilities of new industries. No money is available for 
these purposes at present, as the whole of the grant under tiiis head in 
the original budget was ear-marked for preliminary expenses in connec- 
tion with the British Empire Exhibition. It is clear that without a 
grant of this kind, the utility of the department will be very seriously 
curtailed. I, therefore, ask the Council to' reject this motion. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


A«imeS, Munihl Jafar. 

Aley, Mr. 8. Mahboob. 

All, Mr. tyad Erfan. 

All, MunshI Amir. 

Chaudhurl, Babu KIshorl Mohan. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harendranath. 

Do, Babu Fanindralal. 

Dutt, Ral Bahadur Or. Harldhan. 
Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 


Chose, Mrc D. C. 

Haq, Maulvl A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Makramall, MunshI. 

MItra, Ral Bahadur Mahendra ChanJra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Naksy, MIrza Muhammad All. 

Ray Ohoudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Nallnl Nath. 

Roy, Raja Manlloll Singh. 


NOES. 


Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Emaduddin. 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Wasimuddin. 
Ahmed, Maulvl Azaharuddin. 

All, Mr. 8yed Nasim. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Baner>sa, Oie Hon'bie Sir Surendra NiTff. 
Banerjee, Ral Bahadur Ablnash Chandra. 
Barma, Ral Sahib Panohanan. 

Bose, Mr. 8. M. „ 

Chai^hurl, Maulvl Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhurl, the Hon’bie the Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadev*. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. < 

Emerson, Mr. T. 

Faroqui, Mr. K. C. M. 

French, Mr. F. C. 

Goode, Mr. 8. W. 

HIndley, Mr. C. 0. M. 

Karim, Maulvl Faziul. 

Kerr, the Hon’bie Sir John. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamid ud-din. 

Khan, Maulvl Md. Raftque Uddin. 


Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’bie the. 

McAlpIn, Mr. M. C. 

MItter, the Hon’bie Mr. P. C. 

Mukherjee, Babu NItya Dhone. 
J^ukherJI, Professor 6. C. 

Pahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Prentloe, Mr. W. 0 . R. 

Rahim, the Hon’bie Sir Abd-ur-. 

Rauf, Maulvl Shah Abdur. 

Ray, flal Bahadur Upendar Lai. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kfhaunlsh 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. BIJoyprosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. 

Salam Khan Bahadur Atbdus. 

Spry, Mr.” H. E. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Pf, 

Sw&rt, Mr. J. A. L. 

WalsK Mr. C. P. 

Wlfson, Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 18 and the Noes 45, the motion was lost. 

The following motions, standing in the name of Babu Kishori Mohan 
’Chauifliuri, were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 


** That the demand of Rs. 65,000 under head ‘ 35. — Industries — 
Scheme 13,^ be refused. * 


That the demand of Rs. 22,046 under head ‘ 35. — Irfdustries — 
Schema 16,' be refused. 



ia32.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


579 


Muilvi MAHAMMED MADAS8UR HU89AIN beinj^ absent, the 
following motion stSndiug in bis name, was deemed to l)e withcirawu : — 

‘‘ That the demand for Rs. 1?,0()0 under*head ‘ Iiiduslries— 

• provision for laboratory accommodation for research work of the Fisheries 

Department — Scheme 24,* l)e refused.” 

• 

Rfti Dr* Ij^ARIDHAN DUTT Bdhaduf: I move tlint^ the demand for 
a sum of Rs. 2,000 for a fishery laboratory in Calcutta rnivhrsity 
Buildings, under head ” d5. — Industries — Scheme 24,” be reliisetl. 

The Fisheries Department is still without its legitimate head. 'Fhe 
oflScer who has the direction in his hands is stationed at Daica. There 
is one Superintendent who is on probation and is constantly out on tour. 
There is one temporary Superintendent who has no scienlifie training, 
and my information is that the llon’ble the Minister has dec ided not to 
make him permanent in tfle fK).st. The remaining assistant has no cmIu- 
cation^and does not recjuire any laboratory. Until there is some settled 
policy, it is useless to build a laboratory. In my oj)inion the ('ouncil 
should wait until it can learn from the new Director where and in what 
way he wants the labonitory fitted uj). 1 am told that there is a lalana- 
tory fitted up on board the .steamer belonging to the department ; if that 
be so, any temporary work that the .single* Superintendc'iit may find time 
to do, may be done at that laboratory. 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of 
Rs. 2,000 under head ” 35. — Indust rie.s—Sehc*me 21,” be reduced 
by Rs. 200. 

He delivered his s]>eech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
lollows : — 

• 

This industrial head in it.self is abscilutely unnecessary. Fry are 
sold in abundance in the mufassal. 3’herefore, it is cpiite unriecessarv to 
provide Rs. 3,000 for this demand. The previcuis s/i<‘akeis Imvc* dealt 
with this problem in its entirety. 1 ho|K*, thcrclo»c*, l^at the* llon’ble 
the Minister in charge will agree with me that in these days of financial 
crisis, Rs. 200 should be reduc ed trcun this item. 

The Hofi’bie the Nawab 8AJYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIy 
Khan Bahadur: The Fi.sheries Department in Bf^ngal has been seiiously 
handicapped by two circu m. stances : first, by the w ant of a pennaneiit 
head of the department, and .secondly, by ?he absence of a i)roperly 
equipped laboratory in wliic'h the .sc*ieniific w’ork of the def»artment can 
be carried on. Hitherto, by the courte.sy of the SiifH rintendent yf the^ 
Indian Museum, some accommodation has been fcjiind for our laboratory 
in that building, but owing to the expansion of wuuk in the Zoological 
Survey, it is no longer possible to accc^iincxlate the laboratory there. 

I am informed that there is no temporary laboratory on any steamer and 
that the Eai Bahadur is rni.sinforined. They are therefore without an/ 
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laboratory of any kind. *Tbe authorities of the ^alcutta University 
have, however, kindly come to our assistance by placing at our disposal 
a room in, the ^Science ^College at Ballygunge. The estimate for 
apparatus and fittings is a small one, it has been carefully examined by • 
Di’. Bnihl, Registrar of the University, and a gentleman of wide experi- 
ence in such matters. As the Council has agreed to the appointment of 
a qualified Dii«ecJor of Fisheries, it is essential that he should have a 
projKifly equipjxid lal>oratory at his disiwsal. I therefore ask the 
Council to reject these motions. 

The motions were then put and lost. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

Mauivi A. Kt FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That the demand for ex|ieiiditure 
under head ‘ 35. — Industries.’ be refused.” 

f 

The original demand that a sum of Its. 2,33.538 be granted for 
expenditure under head ‘‘ 35. — Industries ” was then put and atrreed 

to. 


37.~Miscellaneous Defiartment. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the 
Hon’bla Sir John Korr)S I move that a sum of Its. 0,784 be granted for 
expenditure under head ” 37. — Miscellaneous Departments.” 

This demand covers three items; two of them are small, one is for 
the re-writing of the gazetteer statistics in consequence of the census, 
whi(di is obviously necessary, and the other is for a small payment of 
Rs. 984 to the Port Commissioners for the statistics which they compile 
for us. This sum is '‘required because the PoH (yommissioners, like 
other employers, have found it necessary to raise the pay of the clerks 
whom they employ^ on this duty. ,, 

The third kem, the most important, is the demand bu* the pay 
of an Assistant Inspector of Factories who will bo an Indian. I have 
exidained in this Council before that under the Factories Act, which 
came into force on the 1st Julv, the labours of the Factory Insj^cting 
staff are very greatly ^increased. Both the number of factories for 
inspection have increased and the details to be looked to in the course 
of in8i)ection have also become more complicated. We have received 
sanction from the Secretary of State to employ three additional Factory 
Inspectors on this account. Belbre we wrote to the Secretary of State 
».we tried to recruit an Indian officer in this country, but we failed to do 
so because this is new work for Indiana, and naturally it is very diffi- 
cult to find suitable men, so we asked the Secretary of State if he could 
find us a suitable Indian in l?ngland. The Secretary of State also 
;failed, and suggested that we should make further efforts ih India to 
get an^ndian before we definitely decided on having a European as the 
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We 


ni.- # T ^ “ I'kelv Indian whnm the 

Chief Inspector of Factories thinks will In- suitable, and we are an.ioul 

« '‘™“" I 


Motions for reduction 


Rai HARENDRANATH 

lls. 2,800 under head 31. 
for salary and allowance of 
be refused. 


CHAUDHURI: I ,nove (hat the demand of 
— Mi.seellaneous Ih'jsirtnients— Scheme 1.” 
an Assistant Indian lns|H‘e(or of Factories, 


I move this motion on prin. iple and do not take into account 
whether an Indian is froiiif; to he appointed or not Hitherto , c 
up to March. 1922, there were only three Inspectors of Factories’ and’ 
m the principal budtret for 1922-23. there was an a.hlitional i.rovision 
for three more Insiiectors. ] moved at that lime also toi the refusal 
of that extra demand. The re|)ly piven hy the Ilon’hle Sir .hdin Kerr 
at that time watr that under the new Indian h'aetories Act the work 
had become so very heavy that it was simply imiiossihle for three 
lii.spectors to rojie with the iiicrea.sed work and an additional staff of 
three more Inspectors would he re(|uired. That was the only reason 
advanced and on that very pround also this sui>plemeii(aiy iliMimnd for a 
fourth additional Inspector was luit forward, i.c., on the proiiiid of 
more work owiup to the passape of the Indian Factories Ameinlment Act. 
We do not know how many more InsjHMtors will he necessary, hut 
this much is certain, that if it is dui' to the jwissinp of the said Act, if 
.'i is due to the iiKTeaso of work caused hv thiw enactment of the 
(lovernnient of India, then certainly all (he jiroviiiees must he affected 
hy it. But WO seo even after the jias.sin^r of tln.s Ad, MadruN bus 
iippt>inted only two InsS[>odors of Fartorio.M, one lii.siK^ctor on Its. 400 
to Ra. 700, and one Assistant Ins|KHtor on Rs. 350 to 'Its. 450, It 
may ]>erliaps be said that Madras is a ‘‘ iMMii^’lilcd ” province and that 
inspection work will be much lieavier here. Tint certainly it cannot be 
heavier than in Bombtay — 

• 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
(Mr.* H. E. Spry): Why not ? , 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Why not? Because ,in 
Bombay there are more factories. I mav refer here to Table 5, 
page 15, of the “ Statistics of British India,” Volume T- there ’you 
will find that in Bombay there are 874 industrial estahlishments, 
whereas in Bengal there are only 672. ^nd what has Bombay done? 
In this year's budget Bombay has only provided .for the retention of 
two temporary^ Inspectors, whereas we see that here In Bengal pro- , 
vision has been made for four additional Inspectors. There is also 

88 
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another thing to be remembered, viz.^ that, of tke three Inspectors of 
hactories apj^inted before, two at least are on long leave and furlough. 
Unless dnd until they come back and work for some time with the three 
additional Inspectors provided for in the principal budget, how can wS 
ascertain that it is impossible for even six Inspectors (three old 
oflficers and^ three new officers) to co])e with the work, and that an 
addition of on^ more Inspector is urgently necessary ? Oif these grounds, 
1 move that this demand be refused. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAH DUTT Bahadur; I move that the demand for 
a sum of Rs. 2,800 for an Assistant Indian Insj^ector of Factories iinder 
head “ 37. — Miscellaneous — Scheme I,” be reduced by Rs. 700. 

Those of my friends who have gone through the notes appended 
to this budget must have noticed that Rs.» 700 has been budgieted for 
the purpose of a motor-car allowance of Rs. 100 for seven months^ 1 
am not taking any exception to the appointment of an Indian Assistant 
Ins})ector of Factories on Rs. 300 a month for which the additional 
Rs. 2,100 has provided, but I do object to this motor-car allowance 
of Rs, 100 i>er mSnth to an officer whose monthly pay is Rs. 300. 
Sir John Kerr has very lucidly explained the necessity for this ap]X)int- 
ment, and I accept his statement as (juite reliable, buf I ask him to 
consider in all seriousness W’hether a man on Rs. 300 a montli is expected 
to keep a motor-car. Then the (piestion arises w’heth(*r he can do with- 
out a motor-car. There are factories, T understand, in Calcutta and 
round about the city. I cannot understand wdiy it should be unreason- 
able to ask this gentleman to inspeid some factories daily, and whv it 
should be iinjiossible for him to do this. He may divide his w^orking 
hours and days among the different factories wdthin his jurisdiction. 
If the W 7 )rk l)e properly arranged, an ordinary carriage for travelling 
ought to be enough for this officer. In any case, it strikes me as very 
extraordinar;^ that an officer on Rs. 300 should be given Rs. 100, wdiic h 
is 33 J per cent, of his pay, for the upkeep of a motor-car. This is the 
reason why I take exception to this demand. ' 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri objects 
to any provision being' made for this officer on the ground of comparison 
with other provinces. The comparison wdth Madras, I" think, miy be 
dismissed at once. Madras is not an industrial province on the same 
scale as Bengal, and Madras V>wn is not an industrial city on the same 
scaje as Calcutta. The reference to Bombay is more to the pSint, but 
I find it very difficult to believe that Bombay is doing its factory 
inHj>ertion work with onlv two temporary Inspectors, which, I under- 
stand, is what Rai ITarendrlnath Chaudiwi says. It is always very 
difficult to ascertain facts from the budget of another prowince without 
havAig somebody who can explain the entries, and I think there must be 
some mistake about the figure which Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri 
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quoted, or possibly the enti*y regarding* the p)erAianent factory in8j>ectioii 
staff will be found in some other ixirt of tin* budget. Anyh(fv\' I 
submit that in\ Bengal the staff which we pi| 0 ]K>so to^mi>loy is fully 
• justified. Under the new Act» every factory wliich employs* 20 jKH>ple 
has to be inspected, whereas under the old Act tin' limit wuvS 50, and the 
new Act tflso brings in ivll the tea-gardens in Bengal and Assam. 1 
mention thai because it is ]>erhaps not ahvayJ^ realised tlijit our factory 
staff work in Assam also; the Assam Government, of course, dlmtrp 
bute to the cost, but it should be remembered that the Bengal factory 
staff* is responsible for Assam as well. We are satisfied, on the figures 
which the Chief InsiXH'lor of Uactori(‘s has given us, that we cannot 
get along with less than six ins]H*ctors. It is jH*rf(*ctly true that two 
of our Inspectors are on leave, hut tlu‘ reason is that tlndr leave was 
long'overdue ; they had no leave, I believe, practically all through the 
war, so directly we got*these two new InsiH*ctois we had to allow 
the oltl men to go on leave. 

Then Eai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur questioned! the neivssity for 
a motor-car alTowance. He said that these lnsjx*ctors might go about 
in an ordinary carriage; I do not know whetluM' he meant an ordinary 
third class ticca gharry, but 1 can assure him that that would not Ix' 

ail economidhl arrangement. This officer, although his initial ]>ay is 

small, will have important and responsible iluties and it will save an 
enormous amount of his time if he has a small nu)to]-car in which lu* 
can get out to the factories along the banks of th(‘ Hooghly. 1 am 
sure that if we expect our Tns|)ectors to go about in third (‘lass ticcen 
gharries we fihould want not six Tns]x*ctors, but tw(*nty. A motoi-car 
is an enormous saving of time and (mergy ; a small car such as this 

Inspector would use can maintained at a cosi of Its. 100 a month. 

I trust that what I have said will sati.sfy the Council that our (hunand is 
iusti liable. < 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: T ik .cpt tlu ^tulcmcnt of th.* 
Hon’ble Menibcr anil lioff leave to witliilniw tlie inotion. 

The motion was then, hy leave of the Council, with.lrawn. 

Rai Harendranath Chaudhini’b inotion wa# then put and lost. 

The following motion was than, hy ^leave of the Council, W-ith- 
drawn : — 


Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ That the demand for exp^^^diture 

unSerhead ‘ 37. — Mi.seellaneou.s Department.s,’ lie refused.’ 

The original demand that a .sum ofJts. (i,784 Vki granted for expen- 
diture uifder head “ 37 .— Miscellaneous Departments waa then put 

and agreed to. • ^ 
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M.— Exohafcgt on transootions with IjMiflon. 

The Hpn’MnSir JOHM KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 71,148 be 
f^ranted for expenditure under head “ 40. — Exchange on transactions • 
with London.” 

• 

This item is what would called merely consequential if we were 
dealing with *thfc clauses of a Bill. For convenience of calculation, 
fniunds are converted into rupees in the main budget at the rate of 
Ks. 10 per pound or 28. to the rupee under all the main heads. Unfor- 
tunately, the exchange is not 28. but about Is. 4d. to the rupee, and 
we have to allow for the difference between this 28. rate and the actual 
rate of exchange under the head with which I am now dealing. This 
year, following the Government of India, we have assumed that 
exchange will be Is. 4d. to the rupee on the average throughout the 
year, and the sum for which we now ask allows for the difference in 
resi^ect of purchases in England between the assumed 2s. rhte •under 
the major heads and £he actual exchange rate. In these supplementary 
estimates, the loss occurs under three heads, two of which relate to 
scholarships which are payable in England, and the third relates to 
the cost of im[)orted linoty})e and other machines for the press. These 
items appear in the High Commissioner’s budget later on, and if we 
pass them there, it will be necessary to make this provision on account 
of exchange. If they are not passed in the High Commissioner’s 
budget, this exchange exi>enditure will go out. In these circumstances, 

1 think it would be l)e8t to postjwne the discussion of these items until 
we come to the High Commissioner’s budget. If any it^ in that 
budget does not go through, we shall of course not be able to six?nd the 
corre8ix>nding amounttunder this head. 


Motions for reduction. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: I thought that this was a provision 
for exchange on transactions with Ix)ndon, but it is more complicated 
than I thought it. Thij is a matter which I cannot very well under- 
stand (Laughtoi), so I think it best to withdraw my motion. ^ 

The following motion was then| by leave of* the Council, with- 
drawn : — ' 0 ^ 

, iThat the demand for expenditure under head ‘ 40. — Exchange on 
transactions with London,’ be refused.” 

The original demand that a«um of Rs. 71,116 be granted for expen- 
diture under head ” 40. — Exchange on transactions with LoiJdon ” was 
then pyt and agreed to. 
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41.~~Civil Works. * 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WQRKS (the 
• Hofi’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur) ; 1 

move that a sum of Rs. 2,42,699 he tfianted for exixuuliture under 
41.— Civil Works.” 

The details of the supjdementarv demand will 1 h' fowmf on 612 

to 335 of the printed statement. 

The grant is intended to meet exj)enditure on works retpiired hy the 
following departments : — 



Re. 

Judicial Department 

... (;(;,4i9 

Agriculture and In^jiustries Department 

... i:<.4!)r> 

Medical Department 

... l.'il.SDH 

•political Deimrtment 

;t.4t;i 

While to meet establishment charges 


Public Works Deiiartment require 



Motions for reduction. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: I move that tin* demand for 
Rs. 7,970 under head “41. — Civil Works — Civil Buildings — Sclaune 2,” 
he refused. 

This is in connection with an electric record lift in the Apindlnte 
Side of the High Court. Since I sent in my mytion, I had a t4ilk on 
the subject with the Hon’ble Member in charge and Mr. Duval, and they 
have assured mo that instead of having an electric lift, they are going 
to have one %hich can be worked by hand, and that ^his will cost much 
less. In the circumstances, I desire to withdraw my nA^tion. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 have a similar motion and 
beg leave to move that the dmnand for a sum of Rs. 7,979 for a record 
lift under head “ 41. — Civil Works — Civil Buildings — Scheme 2,” be 
refused. 

Unlike the Raja Sahib, I am rn)t convinced that there is such an 
urgent necessity for an electric lift for moving records in the High Court. 
It is not for taking up Judges and otfter memliers the 99 stc^iw of the 
High Court. This is a pro{x>sal seriously made l>efore this (Vmi^ il so* 
soon after the passing of the tu-xation Bills to spend Rs. 8,(KH) for the 
purpose of a lift for removing records ^lich might easily l)€» carried by 
men on their shoulders. Ninety steps is a height to which it is not 
difficult to^corry a,load. Most of us live in three or four storied houses, 
and we have not been able to provide ourselves with lifts ancf have 
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scar^cely thoupfht of lifts W moving things about in our houses. What 
has really puzzled me most is that this money, whicn has been obtained 
after the passiifg of new^taxation Bills,^!^ to be spent for purposes like 
this. Nobody denies that a lift is an improvement, but the question • 
is whether that improvement is absolutely necessary and so urgent that 
it should not lie delayed, but must have precedence over o^er things 
and yiat it nluat be passed in the first budget immediately after the 
passing of .these taxation Bills. I was one of those who voted for these 
Bills, but if 1 knew that a large portion of the amount would be 8|)ent 
on such doubtful purjxises, I would not have given my vote. I am 
rather surprised to find that w'hen there are so many other useful pur- 
poses to which this money can be diverted, we are seriously exj^'cted 
to accept a projiosal to spend Rs. 8,000 for a lift for records. 

MI^MBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPdVRTMENT (the Hon^ble 

Sir Abd-ur- Rahim): llie necessity for a lift for the carrying of the 
recxirds from one floor of tJie High Court, to another, has been felt by the 
High Court for some time. A demand like this has been made* upon us 
from time to time, but the scheme could not l)e carried out for want of 
funds all these years. I understand that the recoid r(K)m of the High 
Court is on the top floor which is not very easy to reach, and peons are 
employed in carrying these records to the top floor of the*High (V)urt, 
whi(;h necessarily causes great delay and waste of time and energy. It 
is for this reason that it is necessary that there should be a lift for the 
carriage of the records. We put in this demand in the hojs' that the 
Council >\’Ould see its way of providing the High (\)urt with tlie lUojH'r 
means of conveying their records from the dift'erent i>arts oi the (Vmrt 
to the record room. But w^e are (juite ready to consider whether some 
other arrangements Vannot be made, and we assured Raja Maniloll 
Singh Roy, and are prepared to assure Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur 
that we shall consider if an electric lift is really necessary, and 
whether some other cheaj^er arrangement cannot be tried first. I tinnk 
we shall be abfe to persuade the Higli (.-ourt to accept some arrange- 
ment which will cost less, something which can be worked by hand, and 
the cost of which will be very much less, say Rs. 1,000. I give this 
assurance that I shall move the High Cqurt in the matter. In the mean- 
time, I hope the Council will allow the demand to remain for the 
present, and ixiss it, and we shall see what we can do to reduce the c(Jst. 

Rai Dft HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: In view of the assurance 
given by the Hon’ble Member, I lieg leave to withdraw the motion. 

T^e motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: After I sent in the motion, I was 
told by Mr. Duval that there are roads passing through the Judge’s 
f!ourt compound used by the public, but as the roads are not public 
thoroughfares, the Municipality do not provide lights and that it is for 
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the convenience of the public that lij^fhts are p\^)ix>se<l to he put up, 1 
therefore beg leave #f the House to withdraw my motion. ^ 

The following motions were then, by leavd of the <^ouncil, with- 
\lrawn : — 


Raja MAN I LOLL SINGH ROY: That the demand of Its. 
under head ‘^1. — Civil Works — Scheme 4,’ lor elect ri(» ^ghls ii^ the 
Judge’s Court comjxiund at Alipore, be refused.” • 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: ‘ I1mt the demand of 
Rs. 3,950 undei’ head ‘ 41. — Civil Work.s — Civil llinldings—Sclu'me 4,’ 
for electric lights in the Judge’s (\)urt conijK)und at AliiH)ie. be ridu.sftl.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADOL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 3,950 
under head “41. — Civil Works — Sclieme 4.” foi‘ ehM trii' lights in tlu' 
Judge’s Court conii)ound at Aliinue, be reduced by Rs. ‘JOO 

He delivered his 8i>eech in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows : — 

The demaud for Rs. 3,950 is not a demand of a natuie that sliouhi 
be granted in Uiese days of financial stringency. Tin* Retrenchment 
Committee will sit shortly and it will be wiser to await its re]H)rt. Sir, 

1 have j)ut in nine nndions under the h(‘ad “ 41. — Civil ^\olks,” none 
of which refuses any demand /n toto, but only wants to reduce some^ 
thing, which, to my miml, ai>iH*ars excessive. The moiM‘y wliicli wiO 
be thus saved may be utilised in a nobler (^ause than this. 4’ake. tor 
instance, sanitation, education, jniblic h(‘alth, (^ti*. Such I'cdin l ions 
have l>een made in several cases in this Council. I he jirinciph* 
whi(di obtains in the Im]>erial T.egislative Assembly should be followed 
in the Beiigaf Legislative Council. The principle bxilowed there, as 1 
have onc 4 .* said on a previous oc(‘asion, is to reduce 5 nr G jx*?’ cent, 
from the lump grant under each head, irresiK*ctiv<* of any Tm‘rit or ctm- 
sideration. Why not do the same thing here? Wh\ not cut 5 or G ix‘r 
cent, from each individual demand for grant, so that some economies 
might be effected in this way?* If that is doi^*, then* would Ik* no 
wante of time, energy and labour. There would Ik* no heated discus- 
sion in the Council resulting in noMiing. ^Sir, if the Hon’ble Member 
assures me that he would give careful consideration to my pror)osalH, 

I am prepared to withdraw the motion. If he assures me that he 
would strain every nerve to effect material economies in all directions,* 
under his portfolio, not to sjx'ak of this item alone, then, and then only, 

I shall keep quiet. Otherwise I shall l^ve to come to the cvonclution 
that as OTii- hands are tied, and our mouth sealed, every effort to 
economise in all directions is fruitless. 
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Tho*Hon’bl6 Sir ABp*OR«RAHIMs I really could not follow the 
Sh^h Sahib on what principle he wanted to reduce this demand by 
Rs. 200. Wej^ot an estimate from our expert adviser that Rs. 3,950 
was necessary for puttiAg up electric installation in the Judge’s Court 
compound, and 1 do not see how we can ask the contractors to accept* 
Rs. 200 less than the estimated amount. I do not think we^can ac*cept 
the Shah Sahib’s motion. 

The motion Vas then put and lost. 

The following motions, standing in the name of Shah Syed Emdadul 
Haq, were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 5,115 under ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 
8,’ for the additions to, and alterations in, the court building of the 
Satkhira Munsifi, Khulna, be reduced by Rs. 255.” 

” That the demand of Rs. 7,G40 under (head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — 
Scheme 9,’ for the construction of a combined witness shed and sale-room 
at llrahmanbaria, Tii)pera, bo reduced by Rs. 380.” • 

” That the demand of Rs. 6,200 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — 
Scheme 10,’ for the construction of a witness shed for the Civil and 
Criminal (Courts at Rhola, Bakarganj, be reduced by Rs. 310.”’ 

” That the demand of Rs. 5,000 und(‘r head ‘ 41. — Chdl Works — 
Scheme 12,’ for the accommodation for the Additional Subordinate 
Judge at Sonarpur, Noakhali, be reduced by Rs. 250.” 

” That the demand of Jis. 6,956 under head ‘ 41. — Civil W^orks — 
Scheme 13,’ for the additions to, and alterations in, the residences of the 
three Munsifs at Satkhira, Khulna, be reduced by Rs. 346.” 

” That the demand of Rs. 6,ti00 under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — 
Scheme 15,’ for the coinstruction of a piicx^a wall round the land acquired 
for the technical school, Calcutta, be reduced by Rs. 330.” 

Babu INDU B^USHAN DUTTA: I move that the^ demand of 
Rs. 6,600 unde^’ head ”41.— Civil Works— Civil Buildings— Scheme 
15,” for the construction of a pucca wall round the land acquired for the 
technical school, Calcutta, be reduced by Rs. 100. 

This proposal for a nominal reduction is meant to protest against 
the principle of this parj-icular technical* school. It may seem strange, 
at first sight, that I should oppose a grant which means the establish- 
ment of a useful school like a techxical institution, but I am sure the 
Council will be of my way of thinking when they come to know what 
sort of a technical institution wj; are going to have. 

* Let me explain, in as few words as I can, what this proposed technical 
school is to be like. There are some large industrial firms in and around 
Messrs. Burn &*Co., John King & Co., Jessop & Co.-. 
East Ixidiik^il way, Balraer Lawrie & Co., and so forth. They have a 
l^rge number of apprentices who serve in their workshops. These 
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apprentices are lackmg in theoretical training, and it is to the interest 
ot these big Industrie hrms to give their app. entices the necessary th^ori- 
cal training in subjects such as drawing, mathematics, a, .plied me.-han.cs 
^ building constiuction, and so lorth. Now. is* it to the inteiVsl oi the 
country at large to spend Its. 10 lakhs of caj.ital exiHUiditure and Its 11 
lakhs recujring grant for the beiieht of these rich firms 'I'hese indus- 
trial firms have recognised their eiioiiialous jK.sition in Ihi^ rcs|H'ct, and 
are training their own men, in a school called the t'alciitta Evi’inng 
School. The only help that the Government give them now is an annual 
grant of Rs. 2,000. From that Rs. 2.000 a tear we are going to jumj. to 
a capital expenditure of Rs. IG lakhs and a recurring grant of Rs., IJ 
lakhs. 


The history of the school is perfectly simple. There was a jrreat 
demaiul in the country for^the establishment of a technological institute 
in 1912 for training men for the development of industries. A committee 
was ai#iK)inted to work out a scheme and a scheme of Rs. 10 hikhs was 
drawn up. But Government thought that Rs. 10 lakhs was too mucli and 
they api)arently abandoned the scheme. Later on in 1019, when theie 
was another agitation for the establishment of a technological institute, 
Government appointed another committee who drew uj) the schemt' for a 
technical school and not a technological institute, ami this technical 
school is going to cost more than double wduit was proposinl for th(N techno- 
logical institute. I must say, Sir, that it seems that tln‘ Government evi- 
dently took advantage of our ignorance us to the diffioemr iM'twiuui a 
technical school and technological institute and jHUiK'trated this <*iucl 
joke of foisting this technical school on us. I’he Huhj(‘ct that nn* ])roj>osc(l 
to be taught here are mere theoretical ones jind are being already (aught 
in the Calcutta Evening School and the Sibpur J'higineering College. 
What was the use of proposing to spend lakhs and lakhs on a hclieme 
which gives no practical industrial training to our boys?' Win n we are 
crying for bread we are being given stone. • 

% 

In all the great technological institutes of Great Britain they have 
small model factories to give practical training in a large n uni her of 
industries. The Ghose and Palit Science College of (’alcutta is quite 
competent to open up work-sheps for the training of practieal indus- 
trialists. Manchester, Gla.sgow, London and other teehucdogieal 
institutes of Great Britain have ti^riied out thousands of young men 
thoroughly trained in practical industries, i?nd we know that these men 
are developing industries all over the® world. But here in Bengal, 
instead of having a technological institute for the pnu;ti(!al trainiug of, 
experts for the manufacture of paper, sugar, pottery, glass, and other 
things for which there is abundant raw material, we are getting a tech- 
nical school at a cost of Rs. 16 lakhs f^r the ther)reticai training of 
apprenticed in such subjects as mathematics, applied mechanics, draw- 
ing, building construction, and so foi*th. Is this Council goihg to 
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allow the Government to npend such a large sum of money on this theore- 
tical scheme? Instead of a proper technological inititute with modern 
workshops, Government |s giving us a mere technical school for the 
purpose of’ giving theoretical tmining in such subjects as I have men- 
tioned just now. Now, what is the scheme going to cost us? As I 
have mentioned, Its. 16 lakhs is going to be the capital expei^iture and 
Us. 1 J lakhs r^cuiring expenditure. In place of only Us. 2,000 recurring 
grant ’'which Government is jmying just now, is it fair to saddle the 
country with this extra cost for a purpose which will practically do no 
good to the country? If we had one-fifth of the money, we could turn 
the Ghose and Palit Science College into a technological institute, 
training our young men in the practical working of such useful indus- 
tries as pa})er-making, glass manufacture, sugar, j)ottery, etc. 

Now, for this technical school only the land has been acquired and 
Us. 8 lakhs has been siKiiit on that. The piiesent projK)sal is to sur- 
round the land with a wall. I have no quarrel with that proposal, but 
the whole thing must be nipped in the bud. This Council adopted a 
resolution urging the establishment of a technological instil ute. Let 
us sell this land, and with the money let us start a technological insti- 
tute which will enable our young men to have real and proper training 
in the working of useful industries, and let us not simply remain as 
hewers of wood and drawers of 'water let us be the leaders of real indus- 
tries in our own country. 

Rai Dfi HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; I am really very much sur- 
prised to hear the remarks which have fallen from my friend, Mr. Dutta, 
about this technical institution in Calcutta. I would ask my friend in 
the Council not to be guided by the eloquence of my friend on this parti- 
cular occasion at least. I happen to know something about this insti- 
tution, for I was one oY the members of the committee which was form- 
ed for the purpose of discussing this question of the establishment of a 
technical institutiop in Calcutta. My friend seems to thinkithat because 
we cannot hav^ a well-equipped technological institute in Calcutta, a 
technical school is no good. He forgets that very often we like to be 
rich but seldom attain our ambition. A tec^hnological institute is 
certainly a ver>^ desirable thing, but may I ask my friend to say what 
the University of Calcutta with all their, efforts could do in that line 
during the last few years*? On the other hand, I must candidly say that 
during the Governorship of Lord R^naldshay, of the very few things 
which we have got, this is perhaps one of the best — the establishment 
of a technical institution in Calcutta. 

friend has taken exception to the association of a number of 
mercantile firms with this school. Perhaps he does not realise that 
without the co-oj)eration of these mercantile firms a technical institu- 
tion will be an impossibility. He forgets that apprentices will have to 
be taken, and they have to be educated, and their education fhust be of 
a* practical nature. Book knowledge is good, but in technical things 
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book knowledge conies second to prmticul knof^ledge, 'riial practical 
knowledge is only a^’uilahle in factories connected with such inert^n- 
tile firms as Messrs. Burn & Co., Jessop A (\)., |ind othew. Calcutta is 
^be only place where you can have a technical institution, and wliyv 
Because you have a number of mercantile firms with machinerv yards 
and facilities for -tj-aining our young men. If that be so. how ?an y(m 
have a technical institution without the co-ejicration of thesy nuMchantsV 
Well, so far as I remember, these merchants were not very enthusinstic 
about our technical institution. It was with great dilbculty that* 
(jovernment and the (\)mmittee could imluce tlu‘s(‘ men hants to 
agree to the proposal of starting this techni(-al institutit)n. The Uudway 
('ompanies and others had various objeitions, but Sir Bajeudm Nath 
Mukharji, who was the President of that (^mimittee, tactfully induced 
these merchants to co-oiKuate with the Coniniittee in establishing this 
teidinical institution in Cakutta. Much has already b(‘en done in this 
direction, and if now my friend with his ebujiience ])er.siiades this 
Coiincif to strike an axe at the root id’ iliis, it would be di^iNtrous. 1 
agree with him that there are very many good things on whiiTTnoncv can 
lie spent. I agree with him that a technological institut(‘ should bt‘ our 
goal, but I would ask my fricuid to consider whether, for the ]>r(‘sent, we 
should not be satisfied with the institution which is about to be estab- 
lished in Calcutta. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: 1 am somewhat suiprised to 
hear the last two speeches when two gentlemen of the same mind make 
two different speeches. Kvcrydiody knows that technical education is 
very good. But the question before the Ihuise is that a juirticulai piece 
of land has been acquired for Rs. 8, (H), 0(10 and that Its. 0,000 is n‘(jinr(‘d 
for putting up a wall round the land, so as to })p*vent the land being 
turned into a source of nuisance to the locality, if this is not done, the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Sahib might run the risk of a pros<*cution by th(^ 
Corporation. *We cannot allow this land to he a soiinie of nuisance, and 
it is the rule that every land must he walled up in such way as not to 
be a nuisance to the locality. That is the *only question hc'fore us. 
We have got the land and that has to he walled up, and Rs. O.fiOO is 
required for the phrpose. I do not undmsiand why all this (juestion of 
technical education arises. Tht^ proiK*rty is tl^ere and ^\e have got to 
ke^» it in proper order, and I do not see why these divergent views 
should he expressed. • ^ 

The Hon’ble the Nawsi) SAIYiD |iAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The question raised by Mr. Dutta of the value and 
utility of the Calcutta Technical ScIkm)! is irrelevant. All that i am* 
asking for now is money to enable (jovernment to comply with a requisi- 
tion legally issued by the Calcutta Coiisinftion. I, therefore, say nothing 
on the poiflts raised by Mr. Dutta. They have been sufficiently replied 
to by Rai Dr, Haridhan Dutt Bahadur. 



592 


DEMANDS Poll GRANTS? 


[i3th 


The Government ha^e acquired, for the constriction of a technical 
schV)ol in Calcutta, a plot of land situated in Corporation Street. Up 
to the present, •we have not been able to provide for starting a building 
and the land is lying vacant. Recently a notice was received from* 
the District Health Officer, District III, under the Calcutta Corporatign, 
re((uinng Government to enclose the land securely without flelay. ,The 
Cor[)oration oan reifuire Govei*hment to take this action under section 441 
of the Calcutta Municipal Act, and we have therefore no choice but to 
comply with their requisition. I may explain that the wall in any case 
forms part of the main scheme for the building ; it will be a permanent 
structure and the money will not be wasted. The estimate has been 
prejmred by the officers of the Public Works Department and is incapable 
of any reduction. I therefore ask the Council to reject this motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. ^ 

The following motions were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn ; — 

SHAH EMDADUL HAQ: That the demand of Rs. 6,569 

under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 22,’ for the conetruction of 
temporary buildings for the Comilla Survey School, be reduced by 
Rs. 169.” 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: ^ That the demand* of Rs. 6,569 
Rs. f‘i,5()() under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Establishment — Scheme 25,’ 
for the appointment of two Assistant Engineers, be refused.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 3,500 under liead ‘ 41. — Civil Works — sub-head Establishment — 
Scheme 25, ’ for the appointment of two Assistant Engineers, be 
refused.” 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; ” That the demand of Rs. 3,926 
under head * 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 26,’ be reduced by Rs. 216.” 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member, deemed 
to be withdraVh : — 

* 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ; ** That the demand for expenditure 
under head ‘ 41. — Civil Works,* be refused.” 

The original motion*that Rs. 2,42,699 be granted for expenditure 
under bead *‘41. — Civil Works ” was then put and agreed to. ‘ 

r 

c 

46.— SUtiontry and Printing. 

Tto Hon'Me Sir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 500 be 
granted for expenditure under head “ 46. — Stationery and Printing.” 

I must apologise to the- Council for putting this petty demand before 
it, but the fact is that in our zeal for economy, we cut down our original 
s^atioiffery estimate to the minimum, with the result that we cannot meet 
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any new demands without coming to the CounVil. The three small 
Items which this demand covers are -sufficiently exiiluiued in the suimle- 
mentary estimates. I i ^ * 

• The following motion was, in the absence of the memher. deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 


A.,K. FAZL-UL HAQ: “ Thaf the .lemand ex.x-ndituro 
under head 4C. — Stationery and ?rintin^^’ Ih« refused. ” * 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


47. — Misoellaneous. 

Th6 Hon’bl6 Sir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Us. 25, (HM) 
granted for exi)enditure un^er head “ 47.— Miseellaneous.” 

The^ whole of this sum is required for the ui)keei> of the Victmia 
Memorial. I may explain the eireumstanees in whieh this demaml lias 
been placed^ before the Council. So far back as 1J)04, soon after tin* 
building of the Memorial began, the Government of India pioniist'd to 
be responsible for the ujikeep of the Memorial up to a maximum (‘ost 
of Rs. 31,800^ a year. That was tlie sum which it was sup|)osed at 
that time it would cost to maintain the Memorial. Tlie objc'ct of tlie 
Government of India in making this promise was to assure the subscrihers 
that their contributions would be devoted to the building and lM‘autif\- 
ing of the Memorial and w'ould not l>e sjient in i)aying jxmple like malts, 
darwans, etc. That, Sir, no doubt, apiK^ared to the Government of 
India to be a very suitable course to juirsue at tin* time, but th(‘ result 
is that the Trustees, now that the Memorial is conqdeted, have absolutidy 
no money for its upkeep. There is, of course, no endowment of any 
kind. Since 1904 two things have hap|H*ned. In the first place, Cal- 
cutta is no lotiger the headquarters of the Governinjnt of India, and 
in the second place prices and wages, as evervbofly km |vs, have gone 
up enormously. The Government of India have nobly ke])t their promise 
to provide Rs. 31,800 annually for the u]»keep of the Mcunorial, and their 
Legislative Assembly unanimously jKissed the demand foi this th(‘ other 
day in circumstances which lead* to the ho|M‘ tl^it the contribution can 
be relied upon as an annual contribution. Rut the Trustees tell us 
that this sum of Rs. 31,800 is entirely inadequate, and that as a matter 
of fact a sum of Rs. 43,776 is re(juired for the staff alone — the staff 
which is employed on the Memorial nn4 the grounds — leaving nothing 
at all for the repairs which will be necessary from time to time *111 a » 
building of this character. The Trustees have earnestly considered 
various ways of raising money. They have, 1 think, everyone wdll agree, 
ngblly rejected the idea of charging admission fees, except possibly on 
one day of the week, liecause any general levy of admission fees would ^ 
mak^ the Memorial less accessible to those who have a right to go* ther^ 
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an^ especially to the poorer classes. Moreover, £^y sum realised from 
fees would not be very large. In 'these circumstances, the Trustees felt 
that they w^ere justified^ in asking the Government of Bengal to bear a 
imrtion of the expenditure involved in maintaining the Memorial. • 
Ilis Excellency the Viceroy, si>eaking as head of the Trustees, said * 
recently : ** The Victoria Meiporial is now necessarily more tfie particular 
prid© and ixissfcssion of Calcutta and of Bengal than of fhe whole of 
India.” These words, Sir, I think, are very true. It would be a dis- 
grace to Bengal and to Calcutta if this noble .Memorial and its surround- 
ings were allowed to fail into an unkempt and neglected state. Whether 
we like it or not, we, the Bengal Government and the Bengal Tjegislative 
(^)uncil, will be regarded by the civilised world as trustees for the upkeep 
of the Memorial in a de(;ent condition and in surroundings worthy of its 
dignity. That is a resi>onsibility. Sir, whij;h w'e cannot evade. With 
some confidence, therefore, I ask the Council to vote this sum of 
Its. 25,000. 


Motions for reductions. * 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I move that the demand of 
Ks. 25,000 for maintenance of the Victoria Memorial Hall under head 
” 47. — Miscellaneous ” be refused. 

When I sent a notice of this amendment my idea was that this 
op]M)rtuiiity should l)e taken to point out to this Council that the Victoria 
Meinorial after all is an Imi^erial affair. Sir, I find that I am quite 
right in this view. But, in view of wdiat I have heard from the 
Hon ’hie Sir John Kerr, I am (juite prepared to agree wdth him that in 
the case of the Victoria Memorial we have also our obligations, and I 
for myself would like that the Victoria Memorial having been built in 
this city of which wt are all proud, we should accord our vote of financial 
assistance towardv^ its upkeep. In that view, I beg lea^ to withdraw 
my motion, f. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion w^as, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Babu KI8H0RI MPHAN CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Es, 25,000 under head ‘ 47. — Miscellaneous ’ be reduced to Rs. 5,0p0.” 

The following motion which stobd in the name of Babu Amulya Dhone 
Addy was, in the absence of the member, deemed to be withdrawn : — 

” That the demand of Rs. 25,000 under head ‘ 47. — ^Miscellaneous,’ 
for the maintenance of the Victoria Memorial Hall, be reduced to 
Rs. 12,600.” 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 25,000 
» under head ” 47. — ^Miscellaneous — Scheme 1,” for the maintenH^nce of 
the Victoria Memorial Hall, be reduced by Rs. 6,000.” 
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He delivered hii speech in Urdu, u translation of which i| as 
follows : — 

I • 

T desire to express myself in T-idn, ns in that c*ase the Memher in 
charge will be able to follow me. Sir, 1 am not a non-('o-<»]HM‘ator nor an 
anarchist.* I am a loyal subject of Ills Majcsts. The InuHTial begis- 
lative Assei^bly has granted the sum of lbs dl.SOO ib^ the mainten- 
ance of the Victoria Memorial Hall. Hut, aeeording to the opiition of 
the Trustees, Rs. 4d,77G is recpiired for the jnirpose. Thus it will be 
seen that Rs. 11,97G is wanting. If this defieit amount is granted hy 
this Council, the requirement under this head may he imM . 

The members of the Hoard of Trustees setun to tliink ii turtliei sum 
mav be necessary over and above the sum ot Hs. 4d,*7t). If tlu‘ ojunion 
of the Trustees is correct, why not demand Ks. ll,f)7G phts Hs. 8,t)‘Jl, 
that is to say Rs. 20,(lG(t, from this (iovernment I would, tluMcfore, 
reduce the demand by Rs. 5,000. 

Sir, in comdusion, let me observe that tlu* late (luciui \ leloria was 
loved and^respected by all, and so*'!! Her Maj(sst\ had IimhI to \\at(’h 
the proceedings of this Council to-dav, 1 am suri' this paltry sum ot 
Rs, 6,000 w^ould have l>een transferred to soim* oth(*r cause, nobhu, 
higher and Joftier than this. Her Majesty’s name is emlHulded in the 
mind of every Indian. When -starvation stales us in tin* tac(‘, malaria 
saps our vitality, famine is rampant throughout t)i(‘ lengtli and lu'cadtli 
of the country, it is high time that the name of (luemi Victoria should be 
more conspicuously honourml, not bv the erection oi' u]>ke(‘p of a stately 
monument but by tlie diffusion of education, imiuovement ot sanitation, 
and eradiction of malaria and other de\astating diseases of the country. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I move that the demand (I 
Rs. 25,(li() under head “ 47. — Miscellaneous.” for the mainttmance of 
the Victoria^ Memorial Hall, he reduced by Rs. 100. # 

1 will say at once-that I do not wish to jaess tliis im%<ioii, hut 1 only 
wij^ to bring two points to th(» noti<‘e ot the lion hie Mmnbm, I h(‘ 
first is tliat the (Government of India promised to snpjil.v Hs. dl,800, 
in the belief that this sum will he enough foi the upkrrp of the 
institution. Now that the exfkmw*s have goiV‘ ui>, mav I reipiest tin* 
I^iVble Member to approacdi the (Tovernmmit ot India again, explain- 
ing the situation and telling them t4iat w(‘^must have some moie mom'v 
The 8ecx>nd point is that this Vic toria Memorial Hall has lieen built in 
the city of Calcutta, and T know tlSit Delhi is very anxious to take 
it, and that they would tnke it away if they could manage br^do sr#. 
But as it is in Calcutta, I hoi>e it is not reallv too mucli to ask the 
Calcutta Corporation to iwy something towards its ujikeep. 

The lion’ble Sir JOHN KERR: I may say. Sir, that the TrusiejiH 
have already been in coiresiKUidence with the Government of India 
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and have laid the whole situation before them, they do not show 
any signs of contributing anything more than Rs. 31,800 — ^in fact, I 
.understand, they have piactically declined to do so. In these circum- 
stances, as the Government of India have left Calcutta for good, we • 
may consider ourselves fortunate to get Rs. 31,800 out of them. 

As to the curtailment suggested by Shah Syed Emdadul Saq, I am 
sorry ^I have 'not followed his figures fully, but I underitood him to 
say that as the Trustees only want Rs. 44,000 roughly, why should we 
give them Rs. 5G,000? As I explained, Rs. 44,000 is required for the 
establishment only. It leaves nothing for the planting of the gardens 
and for any repairs that may be necessary to the building. The repairs 
may be small at present, but, as everybody knows, a good deal of 
money will have to be spent in getting the gardens laid out, and I do 
not think that Rs. 25,000 is an excessive grant for us to give this year. 
We shall, however, be prepared to consider* the amount of the grant 
which will be required in future years. 

•These motions were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was, in the absence of the member,^ deemed to 
be withdrawn : — 

MflUivi A, K. FAZL-UL HAQ; ‘‘ That the demand for exi)enditure 
under head ‘ 47. — Miscellaneous ' be refused.” 

The original demand that a sum of Rs. 25,000 be granted for ex- 
I)enditure under head ” 47. — Miscellaneous ” was then put and agreed 
to. 

Expenditure in England-^High Commissioner. 

The Hon*ble Sir JO^HN KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 1,42,234 be 
granted for exi)enditiire under head “ Expenditure in England— High 
Commissioner.” • 

The most impoiVant item under this head is the sum of^s. 1,37,000 
for new printiifg machines. That, Sir, is entirely due to the proceed- 
ings of this Council. Last cold weather we had almost continajttus 
sittings for three months and the Press could not cope with the work. 
The work got into a most congested state and the result was that the pro- 
ceedings of the Council fcr the last session were not placed in the hands 
of members until a few days ago. That delay is most unfortunate and 
inconvenient and should not J?e allowed to go on. Mr. Spry and myself 
have gone into the matter carefully with the Superintendent of the 
Press, and we are convinced that the only solution is to get more 
'machfces. The cost will unfortunately be heavy, but that cannot be 
helped. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I ask a question? This 
demand is under the head ” High Commissioner,” What ha^ the High 
Gommiasioner got to do with it? 
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The Hon’ble SiieJOHN KERR: W.. shall ’eiul an indenl for 
machines to the Hiph (\)ininis.sionei in l.onaon, mid he will imrchase 
^ the machines for u.s. We have to make a priMsion in the budget under, 
the head “ Hiph Conunissioner ’’ in order that he may draw money in 
liondon tojiay the firms from whom he buys the machines. 


Motions for reduction. 

The fo ion was, b\ leave of the (’oiincil, withdrawn: — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That tlie demand of Us. 1,42.‘J:!1 
under head ‘ Home diaries — H (Commissioner’s liud^^•t— Sclieme 4,' 
be reduced by Ks. 71,117.” 

The fnllowinp motion was, in the absence of llu‘ imunbor, deenuMl 
to be wdthdrawm : — 

MadJivi A. Ka FAZL-UL HAQ: “ 'Fhal tin* demand ftir <*.\ju*ndi- 
ture under^head ” Expenditun* in hbigland — llifj:h (’ommissioiuM lie 
refu8<^d.’’ 

The onginal demand was then put and a^-refsl to. 


Loans and Advances. 

The Hon’Me Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: 1 move that u 
sum of Rs 50,000 be f^ranted for ex|K*nditure und(*r liead Loans and 
^Advances.' 

Jt is a verj' small matter. District Board of Dmajpur wanted 

a loan of Rs. 50,000 for making a brid^^e, and ^In* (Government has 
sanctioned the loan. 


Motion for reduction. # 

The following motion was, in the absence of the men^*r. dtMuned to 
be tfithdrawn : — 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ: ” T hat tlie demand for exjwnditure 
under head ‘ Loans and Advairt-es,’ Ik; refusetl.” 

• The original demand was then jnit and agre(*d to 

Transfer of Qrants. 

35. — Industries (Reserved). 

The Hon’Me Sir JOHN KERR: 1 move that a sum of Rs. 5,d20 
provided under head “ f‘15. — Industries,^’ for the staff and contingent 
expenditure of the Industrial Intelligence Officer, In? transferred to 
head “ 22. — General Administration.” * 
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■*98 transfer of GBANtI. 

[This is purely a fonnal mater and I am not «»king for nny more 
money. It is only a transfer from one head to another. The reason 
tis that up till a short tirlie ago we had an Industrial Intelligence Officer 
who was supiK>Hed to deal with indigenous industries as well as with” 
labour mailers. We found that owing to the labour unrest which has 
unfortunately i)re vailed recently, this officer had no time to attend to 
industrial masters and he has consequently how become®a whole-time 
labour officer. The Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri 
nalurally objec ts to pajdng an officer over whom he has no control, and 
so 1 move that tlie ]>uy of the staff of the officer should now be trans- 
ferred to the (Commerce I)ej>artment under the head “ 22. — (leneral 
Administration.” 

The motion was jmt and agreed to. 


as.—lndustries (Tramferred). 

• 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: 1 move that a sum of Us. 11,200 be transferred from 
non-voted to voted under ” df). — Industries — Technical and Industrial 
Scliools — Salaries,” on account of the salary of the Principel, Seram pore 
Weaving Institute. 

The necessity for this transfer has been fully ex]>lained in the 
memorandum which has l)een circulated to members. Mr. Hoogewerf’s 
j>ay has hitherto been shown as ” non-voted ” because Mr. H(K)gewerf is 
appointed to be l‘rincii>al of the SeramiKue Weaving Institute by the*' 
Secretary of State. It has, however, been ascertained that at the time 
when the Secietary of State samdioned Mr. Iloogewerf’s apl>ointment, 
he was residing, in Hombay. Therefore, as he was recruited in India, 
his salary should 1 h* shown as voted. I, therefore, ask t^e ('ouncil to 
vote the transfer oi this grant to the ” voted ” head of ” 35. — Indus- 
tries ” Budget.’ 

The motion wius put and agreed to. 

' 41.— Civil Works. 

C 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR:‘ 1 move that a sum of Rs. 76,000 be 
transferred from ” 41. — Civil Wqvks — (irants-in-aid ” to ” 22. — General 
Administration ” on account of grants for petty local works of improve- 
ment. 

This also is purely a formal matter. It has been decided that these 
petty grants will now always Ht debited under the head ** General 
Administration.” 

The^ motion was put and agreed to. 



1^22.] Transfer of orani;^. 699 

The Hon'ble 8« JOHN KERR: I move 'that a total sum of 

Ks. 21,21,649, provided under the several major heads on luteount of 
revision of ministerial establishment . be tranlferred frSm non-voted ta 
• voted. 

I am glad at least to be able to ask the House to give etfeet to this 
long.pendinj: proj^sal for the revision (^1 the i)ay of the ministerial 
officers in Sengal. It is just*al>out a year ago that Ve received tlie 
report of the Committee which inquired into^he subject. I'he (\)m. 
mittee necessarily went into the matter on broad lines, and when we came 
to deal with the individual cases of Ihe many thousand officers concerned, 
we found that a good many jHiints cropjsMf up which could not be settled 
without fuither reference to District Officers and District Judges. Then 
the sanction of the (lovernment of India to the scheme had to be obtained 
and that took some timtfc We projxise to giv(‘ rtJrosjHHtive effect to 
the scheme from the 1st of January last, so that the ministerial officers 
will, } ho]>e, draw by the 1st of next month— if not certainly by the 1st of 
September— very consulerable additions to the emoluments which they 
have hitherto received. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Home Charges. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: 1 move that a sum of Us, 4,000 pro- 
vided in the Budget of the Secretary of State under “ horest — Sundry 
0 items be traiisfered to tin* High Commissiom*! ’s estimates. 

This also is purely a loimal matter. I'he Council has already jiassed 
this grant to be sjient by tiie Secretary of State^ but we now find that 
it will be spent by that mysterious official, the “ High Commissioner.” 
Hence this motion. 

The motion was jmt and agreed to. 

33 — Public Hedth. 

The Hon’bic Sir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 18,000 
provided under ” 88. — Public Health ” for.pultlicify work lx* transferred 
to “ 22. — General Administration. ’i 

This is purely a formal matter, but I want the Council to be quite 
deal' as to what we intend doing. The Council will remember that last 
March in the mam budget we voted a sum of Us. 97,000 for piRilidty 
work in Bengal. The j>ay of the Publicity Officer and his staff amounted 
to Rs. 45,000 and was provided for in^ the General Administration 
Budget. sBui Sir Henry Wheeler explained to the Council that it was 
intended that, for the present at any rate^ a large part of 
Officer’s work would be connected with the transferred 


the Publici^ 
dei)artmente. * 
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Accordingly, we put down Hs. 18,000 in the Public Health Budget, 
Rs. 17,0(M3 in t))e Agricultural Budget, and another Rg. 17,000 in the 
•Industrien Budget for tlife work of the Publicity Officer. We thought 
at that time that we were quite clever in doing so and that everything 
would go smoothly, but unfortunately the Accountant-General was not 
at all pleased with our action. He has jwinted out that it is entirely 
contrary to tlie ‘Accounts Rules to debit the exi>enditure of an officer 
under several major heads and also that this arrangement gives a good 
deal of unnecessary trouble to his office. The Accountant-General is an 
authority to whom we must all bow, and so we have to come to the 
(/ouncil to get the grants transferred to ilie General Administration head. 
It has l>een suggested to me that the result of our action will be that 
Mr. Stephenson will be able to misaj>propriate th(‘se sums which were 
intended for the transferred departments. Stephenson is not here 

to-day, but I may say on his behalf that nothing of the kind is .intended. 
1 may also say on my own Whalf that if Mr. Stephenson tries to play 
any tricks of this kind, we, in the Finance De|)aiMment, will be able to 
stop him. It is purely a formal accounts matter and I ask die Council 
to accejd it as su<-h. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


34.— Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR; 1 move that a sum of Rs. 17,000 
jrrovided under “ 84.— Agriculture ” for publicity work be transferred 
to “ 22. — General Administration.” 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK; As Mr. St^phen'son is not 
here, may I in'^uire what authority Sir John Ken* has to move it.'^ 


The Hon’ble Sir JOHN KERR: I have got the authority of His 
Excellency the Governor. As I have ju.st explained, this is purely a 
formal matter. This sum of Rs. 17,000 will be spent for publicity work 
in the Agricultural Department, but it is^^necessary’ for accounts purposas 
to transfer it to the proper head. 

The motion was put and agreea to. 

c 

The Hon'Me Sir JOHN KERR: I move that a sum of Rs. 17,000 
provided under “ 35.— Industries ” for publicity work be transferred 
to “ 22. — General Adminstration.” 

The motion waa put and agreed to. 
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Gtentlemeiu I am disired to ixdxam 
thitt Excellency declares tne Coun^ pronged. I? 
that the neink maion will oo|nmenee on the 23rd of Aufiiai* 
I Mlnind the members that fresh notice is required o! all rescdxi* 
tiiqiis whude ha^e not so w been moy^. Kembers need not naerrite 
the and it will be sufficient if indicate the nunlbers^of 

tim reeolui^ms as they api^ in the 4d>pendix to the List of Business. 

The members then dispersed. 
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jii isoiu'i s, J2(W 
Ladv \ isitot s of jails, 1 li) 
i{<‘l(‘as(‘ of political ]»i isoTU‘r.s, j 

Ho|>orls on llio condition <4 tlu* licnllli ' 

ot ((‘il.ini jiolitual pnsonois, 2l7), 2t(i 

dciaiiiation (as<‘, 1 l(>. | 

Statement of Mr (’ 11^ Dus nlti'r Ins ' 

(oiuictif^n, 2111 I 

'ricatnu'iit ol jxditKal pfisoiieis, IIH 
Tst' ol iK'W^papciH sp(‘( lal class I 

pnsoiH'is, J27 ! 


lNn>K*C. xvi 

' ' *1 

: Technical «ilid Industrial School, 7('i, 77. 
Tippera 


(’ii(l«* «iili<’ci s of - Amlai snlslnision, 51 

• • 

Transfer of the establishments of certain 
schools to other departments, I^l 

Trafelltng and resider^tial allowances of 
members of CouiVbil, :i('*2 

Travelling allowance (s) 

HiaUn l>\ ca) li ol tlic Assishmt Dina* 
luis »)1 I’ablii Hralili, 
nt Assisi.-nt Inspiiloi of Siliools. 1J2, 

111 ( iicic olln ci s, .*> I 

(M tom HI}.!: ollnci s ol the Kdination 
l)«‘pai tnient , I 

To inenil>eis «>l llie ('oiimil, I'.M) 

Travers, Mr. W. L. * 

Jalpaipun Ajo i< nil m a I t’aini, t>l 

Unemployment 

A<‘tion ini re*'oliilion lepanliii;', 121 


Siihrawardy, Dr. Hassan 

Jli'inands lor p;iants 17)2, 17), ‘i. 517 
7)21, 7)2S. 


7)22, 


Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed 

(\'il(ntt.i Mmiiei|)al Hill, 1<M). 

Demands for {.'rants, 17)P 

Uel lenelimmit ('oiiiniittee, 257,271 
S( lieiiies on (’omieil i esolntions, 7)()M 
ria\ellin<'; allowaine ol iiieinbeis, H.tl, 

IPJ, 2t)(),^ll, 2t5, 251 

Sunderbans 

Pm pliers ilistoiy of tjie, IIM 

• ^ 

Superintendents of Industries, t;:i 

Supplementary Budget of the Government 
of Bengal for the year 1922*^, 2«7 


! Venereal diseases, is;, ,‘>(i7 
I Veterinary assistants 

H»>\ IKIOII ol Ihr p.t\ and piospeets ol 
, the, 2S 

Vi&hnupur (Bankura) 

Hit ihs and di al Ic in , I'tl 

WatorsuppTy 

j hnpio\ eiiient o| , 2f2 

I Water tanks ^ 

Hioletlmn ol t on I he I'i.lsteT^ 

Henr-d H.»i)ua\ and SIiium'I (Tiiat 
i stitions lioiii polliilion, 221 


Watson’Smyth's (Sir) 
Februiry, 1922, Hi 


speech of 2Bth 


Swan, Mr. J. A. L. 

Demands for p;rnntSj, 554. 

Syllabuses for Primary and Middle Verna* ^ 
cuiar standards, II 


Tangail 

(diolcra raorlality in, .'17 
CVnims tiiifi;— by railway, 


5f)7 


Tannery ^ 

(’aleutla HeHi'ffTcIi, G.J 

B S. Hress— :t4HlJ -l,r,0c— A F A. 


Wilson, Lt.'Col. R. P. 

fleinands for plants 52J, 5.‘U) 

Withdrawal of orders issued under thf 
Criminal Law Amendment A^ts and thf 
number of persons arrested, eto.,^undei 
these Acts, .I2.t 

e ^ 

Zamindars 

AppInations i»l lor (ertilnaH' iHil^ciri 
221 * ** * 









